
^^»'

c O
-’YU --&

‘M^^^^jt''. Baird - You know poplar is a real flight but ^It^ l^strong ^gt 
i;^and it’ll last forever.T^iTy^^^-W^^^^^f^S^^

and.good
Arlle “- Poplar makes good weatherboard7good^celllng^^^ 
------a lot of people use it..for shooting on,yodr7§x?^^^

’‘■^y^-;^ ~^<v^ «*»‘Sf^w ^«»t-..^: *s^^w*«.t»a^~«^^v<v.*35#^,V'i^^^^}£®!£gsSKSr,3?
ySS^-iS*^ ’̂-'-' '-"'^ *-14- '”-----V ‘"^b* •^•*M*&»Hw f- - —^-..^yu.—ii-J t.-."^!^^ ■ -i,* *M:vWt0«Mi^U$^^S^

Baird - Well poplar would be hard to find now anymore
I’imagine It would be harder• to'find.:j^^£^^^^<^^^

■j? ^^-v-.?- Arlie - Yeah' ------ there ’ s ' one stand up. at’:’Home;"-"I guess 
about ^0 acres of it, and I don’t know what become of it~*~T-~r-ri^£

fa
^^tT^^-T' Baird' - You know we're talking about 'Eastern^’Kentuckya^^^ 
What they ought to do is plant trees all'over the eastl^n^part1^^ 
of the state. You know take place of those coal’ mines.

Arlie
Baird -You know what they do? They’re suppose to 

reseed this stuff and have been for years. They’ll take a danin^x^^ 
airplane and they’ll fly over those, what are they; ah, excavated;^*; 
but cold you know, and they’ll take a handfull of seed and throw^g^ 
It OUt -----------------.^^-^* ’ ■ >^.^Kb-;--'>b':t-^^>’^,E^t^

Arlie - They’re as bad as'those doggone drunk
^^.'--t-—■-- you know it. There’s no damn way your going,to.do^Iti^M^h^ 

^;You*re going to have to go out there and plant them son-of-a-bitches.. 
^Damn;-! set out about 5000 in one year up there.?- But .’now, they ^^^^^: 
^ should have been thinned out, my nephew went and thinned, ja’bunch^^^ 
^bf .them out' ~r~rr-’“?^up there. <1 g^ess'^they. were up"arouh<i^^^; 
£7,20 to 20 some feet/’^-’.^ut ..most'-..--—--’¥“— part 'of’^^Y^Mz^W^^O^f 
impart of the 40’s.'^ These'southern pine seedlings,; ^6711^16711^1^1^ 
^rascals, are about this high?; What happened,.. I went; abound"aridxS|7fe';

i&ii5p^.-.®arked >7 set them out - InT’rows four foot wide', four: foot^apart^but^.^ 
^gire^ 1-8 too closed What7 you:do" you‘'set ’ them out5 and ■ ybu^let7th|^^ 
ySSSttCg®* UP 7ro® $ to, 10 years old>--7“—-“--“'wasn’t.'around'...£~^^^ 
J^jh^ years later,';. And'you’re""suppose“to go' around 'and;5 of. course/df^they 
^^^JalF grow,' naturally,? I mean It? would be,"you would takeLout-.halfCof7^ 
-k^.would take'.out^eyery, other; one ?Y In othei^words'£^3^^ 
iB>?K^--^ what the heli;7" By god; you 'son-df-a-bitch^ the liext; Hme$£r 

you come£ in drunk. I'll whip your ass again ^’.You’ve got (tq,Jb^ real^^ 
Quiet"she’s; liable to come over '.here" and want^to'.whip'rr ’ a .

io nothing,; rode^around allV
.for. s ome^r e a s oi^-ggSi

* Arlie 1- How would llke^to have a big sa’ndwlcfi~o^ kind?

iteiliMSiipfe^^
^

6?^
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^. O'
7: -’'^^'^^C^^ -*>£/^* U-.^- '. :,■• ,,3!gxUrW:‘U /U'it^lB'J?;^'v- '^-' Kyt^-1-*0* »/
O#®fW^^rd~-jr’m'just not.^ngry.^^
* '!-.■.' *^1- '’''"'■' ~?£' '' *— -^—^VtU—~'%-^w<<<>t^';i~^^^“-£>-lK.^^A^’,£^p^5^^

Arlie -r Ain’t' got 'nothing. I., want .^.That .©ne^oy/g^^
^!!the oldest of mine, got me kind of worried.,! Sick the_iast;th^eel^
;^jday®>^an.’.f go_ to school, _My; wife;?!-?i^^^^
^S^^^^i^'^^^in^^^^Ty^^rT^.^^^-T^^rA^i^'^^ui.-fjtf^^^hTS!^^^

'?v! t«Baird - Sore throat? *W:

SSiS^lsXArlie.’-; No he’s running .a fever Some .of,..the..neighbors,,#^^ 
say their kids been sick too.;^ The doctor says there’s, a^yirus!^^^^
going around. Hear this shit all the time virus, virus.<?Thafmeans 1' 
them damn son-of-a-bitches don’t know .what the helfit, is; causing^jf^ 
r;y^<^:i^A^^LkCK>.j;£iK.^~-; ;~7'4/^^.^iii«7^\^.;^ A^xi-.^;;^

l!jovf<f.‘. Baird \ right they don’ t know, don’.t^have 'a^
They’ve got bacteria pretty well whipped. Virus might be two < x&r^^^^^C^ 
or, three different things you know. - What, they call-virus "migiif^d^^ 
a half a dozen different diseases you know. Well Mr.r Biair_I guessW 
I better.;/ ^-:-':-~:h »-.,

Arlie - Head for the housy

Baird - Head for the housy

Arlie that and that
$ Baird - That’s all right

■/^Wf?

ISOH&MS^! Arlie -.,—■---  ——— step on his tail. 
s£ There’s a funny thing about them son-of-a-bitches." 
^comparison to a crop job is .loweri7^fe|?*^

BairdV Well ”it .takes them a .lot 'longer!toL^jO^^

Arlie

gi|||^^ Baird .-' Yeah," to build up 'It’s .momentum
If oaf go' on, fast

•^ - ’ r , '^ ■
- AfterIlf gets^
-itx: --' - r .

/S^^te-i

BairdBuf a 'crop^ for' immediate.' speed and.dimmed late >' <: 
bwer.jheyjjqf lt^ getf the motor >tarted.;V^
of fulV'power _ there '"'’"‘'■’"' '^ - ■”

^®^ ■4^

tHllfOi
•-“won’t prove 1ike hell cats .-.*»:*

■-.’What>af yotf couldn’t getJthosC3.^£oC^^
* *■“ hell' eats ^ during Second World War
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^■'j§Ry.

^^^-Mr lie -^ 
one.but about 300 i

Arlie- At the most

Baird?- Those hell cats are..very maneuverable 
topVspeed is only about '350;i^^V5^^^^^^^

XASfis^oSS 

^s^e^^^fe^^

ft 00 7- I don * t think it was' oh thb-firsvg

^Wp^

that’s about absolutely top.?-But that’s the different type engine 
you'got there n^Mfe^^-^

’i-T^^’l"^ Z’T i- •'***”*^.'» V^, '“ *.—“•. . ^!*^ *>-■»£ ' **^.»^a. ■» J*iA-Y /■'•>“«>>fAn •--»<?»*■’— *’~*. *"' 1 ^T ‘"'»^A*Z?, r^^*-r«*'-*

Baird -^Yeah^ probably“got ja more powerful engine jnowT?

Arlie -.But still it’s 
slow down, to slow down about 90

i"!? ^ Baird "- I remember during the Korean War "Dukes' brought "V§ub^ 
this damn blplane_at a top.speed of probably 120 miles per hour^^^^S 
•i-- .- ,'' - •- •-•.-•r »^J- x^.^-«..---^^ «,<;. .--■■■; \;«-.v=.*^Vv^-.^r«?~F..?>.^**'-"A*s<^7»-«.g3££*!3B*£*?i:’

■ 4

f£M^^ Baird - And hell we had those saber Jets and see them.damn^ 
biplane machine gun troops with that little biplane, and those'.damn^A 
saber jets all of them didn’t fire under 500 miles ah hour' forward^£

Arlie - They’d fire under 300.“'W>*

Baird - It was tilted faster,, they slide a little biplane? 
up_to about 300 miles an.hour
^^^^•^- t:^^-'^?M*-'-^r''J *’^ ^^4.-**'^^^^‘f^z.'^?u^^Vj>srH**=i£:-* .^ . ^ff"4

^X-;^ the cockpit and they "come 4n#g^g£.
bn you like that and you turn around like that and say well;—tH-^^' 
~r“““~" y°9 turn around and you switch,' you’ start to Meab^off - like;;^ 
a diagonally and as quick as he. starts moving DcloserMtarts getV^^
>_-.- —-------- _------ -p—^.— ^: ou£ an(J he’s rlght’.back;’the ^ •in gun range of you they? 

when , 
^^|^“going say 60 dr 70. miles an.hour and he’s'doing about;200- 

mile s^; an . hour why hell t^ Where ’ s he atp ohphe! s ' going yor

££ Baird;- He’s gone up.fe£^^

a^t.Arlie ;£ That!.s'"what It ls^ Yeah £'and that^wasV something 
I’d just’ as soon “forget about >t;^^-£i^^
^?*&!?*^3|^z!^I^3&$&^^
~V‘ Baird - You have^a^rough night last night?W%WtO3gg^

Arlie'It wouldh * t have been*'sb bad if except^seHlng^ 
^SWS^arpuhdV waiting. for my bed four^hours'.S'ThatJ)ai|s Jarid^Wtl^^

' They ' running 'down there"'tOhe shoot r; We’te'v>^W W
gSfeSi#^^ d i ed^and; they;, st i H* a in^89^^^^
B^Wi.App’ay.Vthis one son-of-a-bitch act the right peal smarty^Tfe£w  ̂

gggsb^f^-bitch'said therepastapuy ^oundOg-^^. - ~lil3^ug^ - kind of. funny X tieen, the; guy st and ing^her^
^^§^Nok wher eV he g6€ the (ob sc en^ r if 1 e P 13idn ’ tV bo t hejOM'3> lF 
^^^C^my; nephew I £: Duke, goddamn I don’t know what’s been wrong.withVMm'pi;

■5 .

3g|?|||g||^
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M^? ^.^V^Ur.

A.
O

^

for, the last couple weeks .' I been drunk.' I know what?^‘wrohg/witH^^
^C/me, but he don’t drink, so it‘can’t be that'X' I’ve- beeri/pulTln^^ 
^.^right by that son-of-a-bltch near that "goddamned gatef.befdj^^’He^
•//^ stops'll told him about that shit before. ...I, said you ' re!go£ng ^^^£ 
///to 'get 'us hurt one of these times like that and . shit .~X-And5DavlS’/|«^

; and Stuart drove by and here came, this loud mouth son-df-a-/g^^ 
bitch been carrying on over there . : So Davis' walks up and/takes j/!^ :̂ 
rifle to this guy. - Well the guy didn't offer'no resistance:dr.,^^^^^ 
nothing. . Young guy I’d say somewhere in’ about' 25*87’7We-'founc^jp^ 
out he was a county policeman which we didn't know that at the
time

Baird

Arlie

Baird - Another guy?*

^■’ .̂ Baird - Yeah/I heard something about that 
know what .happened. -”^“/'?*.^l^fT'r^'!^^^

Tpx.’^r^ Arlie - Well, here’s how this son-of-a-bltch'up-there-Was^^ 
going to whoop this guys ass. They were shuffling back,/stoodJaack;  ̂
by my desk and I grabbed the (obscene) by the shirt collar andjthen^^- 
reached and grabbed him by the ass of the britches, that’s"exactl^>/ 
where it’s at. and headed for the car with him,; Took him on’^^^^&F 
inside the car and padded him down and I said your ass
---------------- ---------. So I put him in the car in Davidson (phoneticJ^^g-i* 
County, gonna take this guy and go talk to him well whether, the^^^- 
rifle is his or whether he took the rifle away ’from one of- them^^^^ 
other punks or what I don't know but I done got me a piece ,tof^^^^; 
meat -—-————— had no idea what you did.../J*d/say^.35?SjS®^^

X ^£33^

IV-

^^§£// ■ Arlie^-V7--X-—/count y- policeman<7Now he? s^bnei|^^ 
v^ ■^s ,̂-.Aa<J rifle, county policeman had the rl^le but boy he/d/take me-off 
ft& ’̂one?^^—./.Their car was sitting right out. there//the//!/-//.. 
^-&^7: parked c^ Which he.told Davidson County he was driving by.’when 
|§iii®^ going on,.buVhe stopped and intervened»^ Now. heM^.^
jsS^T’Sro^ ,* that' s another thing/”’-Like”! told Mavis'////'
f^^O^at-j TI said/——— 'better get himself get blood off or’get (obscene)^, 
f^g^up "good77. If you’re'off duty7Flf ‘you drive along/and thebe'j?a^f^p;

lot, of hot lead flying around you. better get your ass ’..out/of/^he^ife 
^^^.&$®ceheO way' a^ with, the gun/————————he/s. the\o^^^ 
BO||M^a4^~— wouldn't!, have about/hatH^/7"/;/^^
p^^^g/.real/ highly Z^/^^^f^
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o
“ And he was. all shookup.x.I/said/f6rget/j^out^p^£

~l*r^ they want to take a bunch of ours..^ I said.xh^
. 'v:-;^w guy. - I said where did you find out.//; He/said^e^
^•■5^Cryou;khow where they found out, this guy that knew him see.^Ati^iu^^ 
^.-/C/how do you know he’s the one'that pushed him'. . Well we Just^knQW^I^^ 
^*^eai<t. you just know.;'I’ said’, you can’ t even tell me let" Albng-^^^^

e w over there in court and hold up your little right hancVand jjweaj^jlOO 
to the fact that this damn guy was up "there"doing" the‘^hooFlng/^^^ 
•'"■'““-“£■-'"““—~"~T. we didn’t see no gaddamned shoot Ing <:^^^

there’s

Baird - That’s right you didn’t see him.%^

^T^''^r ^ "that’s the things’with these'young kidsT^^
I could fabric ate "something and leave it go.'. Down there within 
time we can’t call up a -t----- ^-‘you ------------' yourself and do'.it'/^^
The son-of-a-bltch he’s still on the muscle when you get there/you^s^ 
get'on. the muscle ten times at home

Baird - Yeah
••■ <,-<.7^,?.-^.^

and leave that son-of-a^bltch^;^^ 
see the police car coming, look at you coming up, and then'if ^^S^|/: 
there’s any guilty partner they’re gone. . If it’s anything very^S^//
serious

Arlie

any guilty
the people

But you pull up

partner they’re
that still live will know who It is / right

Baird — Yeah •'’^’A&^i^^iJj^^^t^Rj^'^^^
"t --.'«• -^vX^tfcj*!^^/Z^-//*'* ^^^ i«.^  ̂?I]S -■•-^/^^-■^•’■^^f: ^-^W^^A*:^Tuct*Zz^« *-^V^^^^i?^|jr ’̂^

Arlie / Therefore, if these people did their*’---'---^1^^^ 
action been taken who the hell would take the warranty But/ir.they,^ 
like,that2son-of-a-bltch over there was shooting, at my

. comeA-^--— his boy is involved in it see.//They’d shoot^his^ass^^f 
.^s^J^ell'that’a just what;I heard now/; I mean somethlng^'else/rr-:^?^ 

But; that.'----—--- he claims he doh* t know who]s doing the shooting 
^^^//and/T.recall rear well;when ;j/was; 13 years’/ no 14‘ years'old’C^uy;|^ 
'^li^ ^ss’carrying a’ gun for’my-use 'and T started*carrying' one' for;hlm%^^^^ 
W^/ I knew who he was /of course ,/my mother, and dad. never did know AM

But this punk/ 53 years old, he ’ s trying to come' out /and tell/me 
that■ his 15 year old boy, which is. bigger; than-. I am^ he Aon’Kknow/^ .■•-•• 

I^I^'J^ shooting: his ;ass ^.^ow/lf. one /of my boys “comes^ih^d^^
^^/, tells me; daddy someone"'out .there tried to shoot me or did shoot/at^^ 

him; If want Aojcnow who did it and if .they say I don’t know the/tiext^/; 
1/^//thing I^ to do is to' slap then/back end Quarter or^sqmepIaccWf

and rask^them. again.^Because . I_remember,.that old repeat^wit^^lng^®/ 
schoolj/running in; and going out. here „and around "and' datin£^^tall|fc/ 
tha^^get t ing involved/and that kind/pf_ shit ^/ He ’ s/at^leas t/^pihg:®^ 
16/kho w a ;f ew h 1 ckname s . dr something'/^^^3^

B^.: Baird.
st

!-W®WW

g®

£^Sj?f'&S

SsgSgWSS
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Arlie
apart

Baird

^^h?

■£« -.y

Arlie,- If the bastard isn’t strong enough, heU/l^ ^^ 
around/your house, ——  --.two eggs .i;- You ’ 11 know who^ie.^|^^A/ 
is if. you’re 15 or 16 years.oldC/rf.^^te^^

^ Baird - Yeah, that’s right BWW#S "^

Arlie - But you try tell some of these kids like Davis^5/? 
and Kenneth, or ah Stuart, Roger, oh, he’s way out any way//// Well /^// 
I sure appreciate it sir/r^^^^.^^^^^

Baird - Good luck Mr, Blair/ and we’ll see'you later

- That damn thing here is about ready to..fall.^^^ 
fall apart —--------------■ '■'‘■ ■'’>^/'?r^ <f~ ^*$~v^<^^

SWJito

The following is an examination of this tape by 
the Technical Services Division of the Federal Bureau of ./£/r2|^^ 
Invest igation: . ♦:.- - - '-^~r-^ K-'^'^-r&'^cr^^^

L:/?-. Because the HSCA tape was provided for only a//, 
brief period of time, only limited examination of the. tape/~£>^.^ 
could be conducted. The following sets forth results of
examination of the HSCA tape and technical analysis of the 
copy of the tape produced at FBI Headquarters: ~'^'%^3^

^TS/?/' Physical Inspection of the HSCA tape revealed it 
to be standard 1/4-inch wide magnetic tape on a standard ^^^^^- 
5-inch diameter clear plastic reel,>Into the plastic'of,..thei^^^^s- 
reel was scratched ”BFB 1 4-5-77.V/ The tape had the appea^^^ 
of standard 1/2 mil (1 mil - .001 inch) .thickness.//A' measured/g^^/ 
playback time of approximately 59,5.minutes at.3„3/4 inchesI'pe^^g^ 
second supports.the assumption/that the tape f^s/standard/l^i^^ 
mil thick.The tape backing was polyester plastic'and no/-C;/§^ 
unusual visual characteristics or coloration of the oxide W

gMB^'/were noted.?-
V

^..^•c^,*^". ^^^!^ <-;4z^ ^uSg^^et-’sst^A^ ~?^-<*s;^^^Ah.i.&-^S’^'A&fe^A£^:^j^!j&*jg2&g3*^.r
I n summar y //1he Teel" of / tape /furnished ‘’appear ed'/tq^’^^^

gi^^^JC ♦commonly available standard .tape and of a length within^^ 
the expected tolerances of/ tape manufacturers,;* This type/s^^ 

tape/.would have been.available in 1965,//5//£^^^

B^B#^^ Development/ of - the magnetic patterns on the
^^MJ$eginning of the HSCA"’tape/revealed''thafTl Vwas/‘reVorded.^  ̂
M'^^S^/in. >^1/2-track configuration //.that jle/- the recorded jlnfprg® 
T...||#iliy^Q^ 1/2 the width of ..the tape/’/This’'is''a?^^^^
^^SO^et&ndard tape recording configurationr^ For the purposes o^/^^§-> 

Convent ionj? the recording of the pertinent conversation wll^h^^^/ 
be referred "to ’ as "side l.*^,There^s" present^on/'the/fapO^W  ̂

■^^/second^side”/ (designated kK/’side 2”) ' which l<*'/secbnd/g|^^
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which side, side 1 or side 2, was recorded first/i^

O
- .fen^i.^^gMSv 
5^1^

of the vehicle door slamming shut behind him is audibleT’'®^^^
Little other vehicular traffic is evident on side17^-4M||S®§^^ 
5 "minutes 4 seconds a passing vehicle is audible, at'15 w3^ 
minutes 55 seconds a sound similar to squealing tires* is 
present and at 6 minutes 35 seconds a series of dlstantr^ 
explosions is audible to which Baird comments "Backf ires

:^^?y^^ The side 2 recording was made in an environment?^^^ 
similar to side 1. On side 2 considerable more extraneous 
noise is evident. At 1 minute 3 seconds, 2 minutes'48 seconds' 
and at 5 minutes 13 seconds traffic is heard to passr|~ At^csi^^^ 
25 minutes 36 seconds and again at 28 minutes,- 44 seconds ^^^^^^^ 
jet aircraft are audible and quite pronounced,' indicating ’^^g?^^ 
the vehicle is parked relatively close to an airport ..’7', Itji^^ 
should be kept in mind, however, that sides 1 and 2. are^^'^^^^^^ 
independent recordings and could have been made at substantially'^^ 
different times. There is, further, no technical indication of.i*^^

^'jur^J...4) It is very likely that the "introduction", did 
not occur in sequence with the remainder of the side 1 .•^^.^^^ii^^ 
recording. For approximately 8 seconds prior to the "introduction’y?: 
the recorder was activated. Although no voice is audible^^sSs^^ 
there are audible tones present on the recording»£.,Frequencj£*||^ 
measurement of these tones indicate the tape was running slower||g|^ 
than normal speed and was continuously decreasing in speed 
(discussed previously).

Beginning 8 seconds into the recording'and'coh^^i^^ 
- -^ ior another 50 seconds (the segment- which Includes^^>^^Oj^:
^^^h^’thenintroduction") the tones suddenly shift upward .inj^a.?^!*^^^

^a frequency and the recording occurs at normal speed .^Immediately^ 
^.following the .‘’introduction’'7.58 seconds into the.' recording^jSg^ 
g£;the tones shift downward in frequency discontinuously _tb ^£^ 

$?^y point comparable to the first 8 seconds of the recording 
Sv^siThe "introduction" begins with an apparent recorder starti-—^w^^W1 
^5^ transient, a recorder stop transient is evident at the end^jgs^^g^Sr. 
^^^.of the introduction,' but no similar"start transient is'Apparent^^^ 
^S^; The .above suggests that the "introduction" may have been^ laserted^SBT 
SS^ over^ recording but .a more def initive j^onclusion^a^

this point cannot be reached without developing'and examining'^^p^;. 
|gg^he>agnetlc patterns on the HSCA.tapeZ^^g^^^

5-6) .The recorder-appears to. have , been activated?^^^^^^ 
g||g|kina^^ handling of the microphone,J-S^Ku'dibl^

turnoff during tne’Denver sat 16n8>*'Thii^ 
^^^^’buggests’ that .the remote switch which activates the?Xecorderg^  ̂

my be'lncorporated in the, microphone housing,^ Durin^lthej^^^

^ 29
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OUTSIDE SOURCE

Joseph -
F.B.I. No^^^^^I 'J \<J"'
P.O. ..Box 1500, •
Federal Correctional Institution
El Reno, Oklahoma 73036 
June 12, 1977 .

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Clarence M. Kelley, Director 
10th and Pennsylvania Aves., 1O^
Washington, D.G. 20535, "

Re: James Earl Ray

Dear Sir:

Please be advised that I was incarcerated in the Tennessee State 
Penitentiary from 1968-1970. On several occasions, I talked with James 
Earl Ray and shared ideas with him. On one occasion I overheard James 
and another wealthy and intelligent Nashville man who was an inmate at 
that time talking. James was in maximum security at that time and had
come to the prison hospital where I worked as
other inamte exchanged notes and I heard 
another Country.

I feel that my information could be 
could lead you to James. I do know that

them

very

a clerk. James and this 
speaking of a passport to

significant to you. and
James and this other inmate had

made plans concerning if James ever had the chance to escape, that they, 
would get together and arrange for James to leave the Country.

After you have reviewed the attached document, you will find that I 
worked with Federal A.T.F. Agents for approximately six (6) months con­
cerning an escaped Federal Prisoner and my diligent assistance resulted 
in’ the safe and successful apprehension of the escapee. If you need any 
information concerning my assistance, you may feel free to contact Agent 
Edward P. Hemsath,- area code:305-350-4248. After speaking with Edward, 
you will find that I am in fact very good at assisting Agents to appreh­
end an escapee. . ^ -

■ I feel that my information can be very helpful to you, and in the 
event it results to the apprehension of Ray, I am requesting that you

fo
r*

;(^
O 
o

Pi 
o 
o

support my parole this, year*
Please contact me At 405-262-4875 extention 71. I have used the

Washington F.T.S. Line 8-554-2050 while working with A.T.F. Agents and
I am experienced at this type of thing I will be happy to work with

you on this matter. Thank you and I trust that you will contact me
immediately upon receipt of this letter

- Enclosure: Respectfully, Kv^s^i!®*

Central Intelligence Agency 
Mr. Angus Thuermer 
Washington, D.C. 20505

JUN 211977 ■
4os4ph Miller Calvert J -

Edward P. Hemsath .
8510 W 53rd7. Terrace, Suite 217
Miami, Florida 33166

56 J L^

^'■'13 Si ^^ (•$/„„/

AW/ <W c$b f ^ )^. 
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FD^A (Rev*. 7-27-76) .
FBI

TRANSMIT VIA:
I | Teletype
I | Facsimile 
|~xl Airtel

PRECEDENCE:
□ Immediate
□ Priority
I | Routine

CLASSIFICATION:
□ TOP SECRET .
□ SECRET
□ CONFIDENTIAL
□ E F T 0
□ CLEAR ■

Date June 17, 1977

TO: DIRECTOR

FROM: SACU ML )(RUC)

SUBJECT:
OO^MEMPHIS

Enclosed for the Bureau, Memphis, and El Paso are two 
copies each of a letter located in the possession of DUDLEY WAYNE 
CULPEPPER, an FD-302 regarding interview of CULPEPPER, and an 
FD-302 regarding interview of Detective RICHARD HUDELLA.

For information, the Dakota County Sheriff's Office, 
Hastings, Minnesota, arrested CULPEPPER of El Paso, Texas, at 
Hastings on June 7, 1977, on a Texas state warrant for parole 
violation. CULPEPPER was in possession of a .32 caliber automatic 
pistol, two loaded clips, and a box of ammunition. After CULPEPPER 
was booked and during search of personal property, the enclosed 
letter was located in his wallet. The Dakota County Sheriff's 
Office was in receipt of information that CULPEPPER was potentially 
dangerous and had mental problems.

On June 8, 1977, CULPEPPER was interviewed by 
Agent and it was determined that CULPEPPER was mentally

a Bureau 
unstable

and had no specific information concerning captioned matter.

Additional information concerning CULPEPPER is as follows:

2
1
DRK:jw 
(7)

Memphis (Encs. 6)(INFO) 
El Paso (Encs. 6)(INFO) 
Minneapolis / .

te ^6r/>?, £)  ̂
£&

S3 JUN "SO 1977

gt7

y^7
Jr£ Fk£ Cop1-}

Approved: ____

| 97 JUN 241877
Transmitted _  

. (Number) (Time)
Per
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FD-302 (REV. I 1-27-70) o
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

DUDLEY WAYNE CULPEPPER, 10008 Chezelle, El Paso,
Texas, was interviewed while incarcerated at the Dakota 
County Sheriff’s Office Jail, Hastings, Minnesota. CUL­
PEPPER was very difficult to interview in that he could 
not remain with any certain subject and his mind appeared 
to ramble and jump from one topic to another. At the 
outset of the interview, CULPEPPER wanted to know if the 
interviewing Agent was a Catholic. It was noted throughout 
the interview that CULPEPPER was hostile to Catholics. 
CULPEPPER advised as follows:

CULPEPPER advised that when he was a small child
he carved hiauname on a statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and when he did it killed JOHN PAUL GETTY who was worth 
four billion dollars in gold.

He advised his ex-wife, SUSAN ELIZABETH NAISMITH,
moved 1% years ago to Hastings, Minnesota. He has two 
children by her, one a nine-year old boy who CULPEPPER 
thinks is Jesus Christ.

CULPEPPER repeatedly advised that he was 12 years
old when he carved his name on the statue and he’’figured 
it killed JOHN PAUL GETTY, worth four billion dollars in 
gold, richest man in the world.”

CULPEPPER advised Mexicans and ’’they” are all
screwing with him cutting his valve stems and stealing his 
tools. When asked who ’’they” were, he replied Catholics.

During his trial in El Paso, Texas, for manslaughter,
where he killed a Mexican in self defense, his attorney, 
JOSEPH CALLMAI, and his brother-in-law who were both 
Catholics sold him out. He also advised that his father 
sold him out and he thinks he is a bastard. His wife is a 
Catholic and he is a bastard; therefore, his wife will be 
dead by the time she is 28 years of age.

interviewed on June 8,, 1977 oi Hastings, Minnesota_______ Fite #MP 157-450

hy SA DAVID R. KELLER:jw________ - - . - pnie dwoted June 14, 1977 .

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. If is the properly of the FBI and is loaned Io your agency; 

it and its contents ore not Io be- distributed outside your agency. ... . .
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MP 157-450 
2

CULPEPPER rambled on concerning a race car 
built by a man in Minnesota and raced by LEE SHEPARD 
of Dallas, Texas, and he advised when he started asking 
questions about this car, SHEPARD totaled it.

CULPEPPER repeatedly stated that he constantly 
hears things over the radio that he has been thinking
about and figures that it is some sort of E. S p.

CULPEPPER repeatedly mentioned four billion 
dollars in gold in various ways, one of which was when 

' he referred to four billion dollars in gold buried in 
■ a church that he saw once in a movie.

CULPEPPER furnished the following background 
information concerning himself:

Name 
Race 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Eyes 
Hair 
Father

DUDLEY WAYNE CULPEPPER
White

, Ma 1 a ______ _

Mother

Brother

Sisters

Occupation

■ Hattiesburg, Mississippi 
6’ 1” 
155 pounds
Blue ;
Auburn
OLIVER ELLIS CULPEPPER \ 
(died in 1967)
HELEN JEWELL CULPEPPER 
210 East Third Street 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 
RALPH LAMAR CULPEPPER 
CranshawSStreet 
El Paso, Texas

. MARTIE (BOB) MC LAUGHLIN. 
97 (?) Heather 
El Paso, Texas;
MARIE (RANDY) RANELS 
Clarksville, Tennessee 
Owner, D. W. Culpepper PlumUng, 
Heating, and Cooling, El Paso, Texas

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-365 (Rev; 11-27-74)'

F B I

Date: 6/3/77

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL
' (Precedence)

To Director, FBI (44-38861)

From: SAC, MQBII.E (15.7-2627) (C)

ATTENTION:
E GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION

Q CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION
□ CRIMINAL SECTION

□ INTELLIGENCE DIVISION

Subject: ( ^MURKIN^

FCR ^RL □DIH □ CRA-64 
' □ PA
□ DAMV □ DAMV-FR □ CAA 

□ AP

□ PE □ PF

□ IWFC □ CWAA □ FI
| | EID | | Bomb Threats □ Extremist Matters

□ White Hate □ Black
Summary of Complaint:

JAMES P. DALTON, white male, 30 to 35 years old, 
voluntarily reported 5/31/77 that information developed by 
him as an investigatory reporter in Huntsville, Alabama 
during 1971, suggested MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. may have 
been killed because of his involvement in the labor dispute 
of the sanitation workers in Memphis, Tennessee during 
1968. He could furnish ' "
this matter, and stated 
conjecture. .

no specific information concerning 
it was based an his personal

INDICES:
sW

ACTION: CACB:^^ //^/
further action being taken and

U n LHM enclosed

1 JUN 9 1977

Bureau(Enc.4)
2 - Memphis 

(44-1987) 
(Enc. 2)

1 - Mobile
DOS,ddm------
(5) K

□ FD-376 (Enc. to LHM); 
| | LHM being submitted c
I I Report being submitted

I | Preliminary investigation instituted
□ Limited investigation instituted
I | Investigation continuing

< f

n Copy*to: □

". - gxetsw^
USA

VP-1

Sent M Per

«5 51 .gent in Charge
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fl®
FEDERAL BUREAU OF; INVESTIGATION

JAMES P. DALTON, Field Investigator, Alabama
Department of Pensions and Securities, telephone number 
832-5953, voluntarily appeared at the Montgomery Office 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and advised as 
follows: \ " 7 - ‘

He had been employed as ah investigatory reporter
by Station WAAY-TV, Huntsville, Alabama, from June, 1970 
to November, 1971. At that time his name was JAMES DALTON 
CULPEPPER, but he had his name legally changed during 
1975 to the one currently being used. He was also employed 
as an investigatory reporter by Station WKAB-TV, Montgomery, 
Alabama, from July, 1974 until July, 1975. — / < ’

During his employment with WAAY-TV, Huntsville,
he developed informaton which later led him to believe 
was the possible motive behind the assassination of Dr. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. at Memphis, Tennessee during 1968 
He had no personal knowledge concerning this matter, and 
it was strictly conjecture on his part, but he wanted to 
furnish it to the appropriate authorities, for considera­
tion and possible investigation if deemed necessary.

During 1971, the sanitation workers of the city
of Huntsville.became involved in a strike to obtain an 
hourly wage increase. Approximately two days after the < 
strike started, JOE DAVIS; Mayor of Huntsville, negotiated 
contract with American Disposal, Inc., a local company 
headed by GEORGE MC WHIRTER, to handle the garbage pickup . 
and disposal on a temporary basis in Huntsville during the 
period of the strike. MC WHIRTER was reported to have 
been formerly connected with McWhirter Materials Handling, 
Inc., Atlanta, Georgia, and this company had merged with 
another company located in Dallas or Houston, Texas, which 
was also in the garbage disposal business.

The strike at Huntsville lasted about three months 
with numerous acts of violence committed during the period by

Interviewed on_ 5/31/77, : ■ - , at MONTGOMERV, AtftW^ --------File # MO -157-2.627—

■by- SA DAN O. STEPHENS--- ——,ddm.———-- — Date dictated - 6/1/7?--- ---- -

This-.-document canto ins.-.neither recommendations, nor conclusions of the FBI. 11 is the property of the FBI and.is loaned to your .agency;

it and its' contents are .not to be distributed outside your agency'.
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Mr.

SUBJECT MURKIN ■

J. S. Peelman to Mr. Fetal

PURPOSE:

SYNOPSIS:

RECOMMENDATION:

waovioi ^3^
DtTMtef

FBI? DOJ

WA

Ma. J®m
Crla. hi*.

Fetal
Helterbofi
Lawn
Peelman
Cochran

Ki11ion

Unl Un.
Fisk
It9i
Isea. Ip
Tub. Sern.
Traiaiu
f*w« a

Memorandum

Reference memo
May 4, 1977.

•^^ AO Ada.

Cochran

Mr.
Mr.
Mr

House

IduL
In Wk

UNITED STATES G< iRNMENT .

date: Bill'll

W. D. Campbel HW/

Campbell

To set forth results of examination of a magnetic
tape furnished the Bureau by Mr. James Chenowich 
Select Committee on Assassinations (HSCA).

A technical evaluation of a Bureau produced copy 
of a tape recording furnished by the HSCA in connection 
with the Martin Luther King, Jr assassination was conducted. 
Analyzed characteristics of the copy and inspection of the 
HSCA tape indicate the tape and recording method are consistent 
with those known to have been employed in 1965. It is possible 
the tape could have bee® made at that time as alleged, however, 
no specific indication of a recording date is apparent 
Other details of the examination are set forth

REC-38

None. For information only.

B* Afi (■< . •' la>»r*l«B

(CONTINUED-OVER)

UUP ^ 197?
Bay U.S. Savings Bansis Regularly on the

4 JUN 17 1977

I Savings Plan

®*!3tfP&&&3&!R!F**&*&&?W!$!&fS,P*&8^^F'$!,?;!^sF%~&>^^
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Memorandum W. D. Campbell to Mr. Cochran
RE: MURKIN

DETAILS: . '

On 4/29/77 Mr. James Chenowich, HSCA furnished a 
reel of magnetic tape for reproduction by the FBI. A direct 
copy of this tape was made the same day in the presence of . 
Mr. Chenowich and SA John C. Lawn. Leader tape was attached 
to both ends of the HSCA recording to ensure reproduction of 
the entire tape. Upon completion of the reproduction, the 
leader tape was removed and the tape was returned to Mr. 
Chenowich in its original condition. '

Because the HSCA tape was provided for only a 
brief period of time, only limited examination of the tape 
could be conducted. The following sets forth results of 
examination of the HSCA tape and technical analysis of the 
copy of the tape produced at FBIHQ:

Physical inspection of the HSCA tape revealed it 
to be standard 1/4-inch wide magnetic tape on a standard 5-inch 
diameter clear plastic reel. Into the plastic of the reel 
was scratched "BFB 1 4-5-77." The tape had the 
appearance of standard 1/2 mil (1 mil « .001 inch) thickness. 
A measured playback time of approximately 59.5 minutes at 
3 3/4 inches per second supports the assumption that the 
tape is standard 1/2 mil thick. The tape backing was polyester 
plastic and no unusual visual characteristics or coloration 
of the oxide were noted.

In summary, the reel of tape furnished appeared to 
be commonly available standard tape and of a length within 
the expected tolerances of tape manufacturers. This type 
of tape would have been available in 1965.

Development of the magnetic patterns on the 
beginning of the HSCA tape revealed that it was recorded 
in a 1/2-track configuration, that is, the recorded in­
formation covers 1/2 the width of the tape. This is a 
standard tape recording configuration. For the purposes 
of convention, the recording of the pertinent conversation 
will be referred to as "side 1." There is present on the 
tape a second "side" '(designated as "side 2") which is a 
second track of recorded information. This information is 
recorded backwards relative to side 1, indicating the 
recorder used was probably 1/2 track monaural. This again 
is a standard recorder configuration and recorders of this 
type would have been common in or around 1965. £

- 2 -
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Memorandum W. D. Campbell to Mr. Cochran 
RE: MURKIN

As indicated previously, the playback time of the
tape at standard 3 3/4 inches per second speed was measured 
to be approximately 59.5 minutes. The recorded information 
on side 1 and 2 is, however, of substantially shorter duration. 
The recordings have the effect of continuously slowing down 
causing the voices to drop in pitch and requiring constant 
upward speed adjustment of the playback recorder to normalize 
the speech. The observed effect is however opposite to 
that which normally occurs when batteries grow weak on 
battery-operated recorders. There might be other explanations 
for this effect based upon mechanical considerations of the 
recorder transport mechanism but exact cause cannot be determined 
without specific knowledge of the type of recorder used. Speed­
correction of the recording revealed that the side 1 recording 
was approximately 34 minutes duration. The conversation on side 1 
ran off the end of the tape. The side 2 recording was measured 
at approximately 35 1/2 minutes duration and the conversation 
terminated prior to the end of the tape.

The following additional information is provided 
concerning specific items of interest.

1) Nothing unusual about the physical characteristics
of the HSCA tape to indicate the age of the recording was 
observed. Some oxide was missing from the very end of the 
tape which usually indicates the tape has been used to a con­
siderable extent. It is entirely possible that the tape could 
have been used to record a conversation in 1965.

2) There is no clear indication of whether the HSCA
tape was an original or a copy. This kind of determination 
is dependent upon availability of the recorder used to make 
the recording as well as further detailed study of the HSCA 
tape. .

3) The acoustic characteristics of the recording
(reverberation, enhanced low frequency components to the 
voices, extraneous noises) indicate the recording could have

w^^^^ry>?;:g»,^^^-v^^'ts\g^CT<s.™;;»v*ftW'.^;U‘-;v»y>a^':X^Ay;*A<^^
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T PAGE' THREE SA 44-1242 CLEAR

HER. ' T .- ? . -:

. ^.knoxvilletat' Manchester., will>ttemp.t to identify, and ’
INTERVIEW "SURVIVORS. OF/GRIMSLEY AND- AT'TEMP^t TOT LOCATE ■

ALLEGED PHOTOGRAPHS .OF; "RAUL

-BT
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j^W®

BT

■Assoc. DirL-f__ ...
Dep. AD Adm..

’ Dep. AD- .Inv._ 
'Asst. 'DIr;:.___ 

' Adm." Servi___
-'Crim. Ihyi—d£L 

■ Fin. & Pers_ —
iciant—__i_
Intel!.—__^_ 
Laboratory:_ _

’ Legal iCdun^—_
•. ■ Plan.' &-Insp;—

■Roc.- Light.—
Spec. Inv.-4^ 

: Tech. Setys— '_
Training.

; ? ’blic Tiffs.;. OffLL—i
J"'»,e6horia Rui—__ 
■ ’ tecto/s Sec'y___

PPWQfHE*

B ';fi#E^

(RUG)

‘•yfX'EA^SSSZWu^
? ?. FM K NOXV ILL E \44- 696)

MEMPHIS. .PRIORITY

.tobdire^ >;m-3-88&ir ■ ■ priority

KXO004 17518352

■ ' ;. ; ' " ■ /^tf^C^ '

' - j R^

..:JiME?'^ VX'Jt'

' y COPY OF RE T ELEt YPE BE I NG FORWAR DED MEMPHIS VIA 

TELECOPIER

weld on -Payne ^ , ’’Manche ster times ,
MANCHESTER ^TENNESSEE,‘ADV I SEP X

GR IMSLY ’SB SON ,:-GREGORY ^ RESIDES ATI 614^A CLAR IDGE

PRIVE, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE;,/TELEPHONE 889-0266, 

<UNLlSTkD>, A ND" DAUGHTERS RES^

LQUGRIM^ EAUREL FORE STB DRIVER NASHVILLE

$W ^-f^ ^C®^

^97 JUN. 3 0197^?^?'^
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PAGE WO KNOXVILLE 44^-696 EFT 0 ;

GREGORY CAME. TO MANG HESTER: AFTER * FAT HER * S DEATH AND 

GOT ALE OF HIS PERSONAL ■ POSSESSIONS: FROM RESIDENCE* 

; ALSO, POSSIBLY HIS EX-WIFE HAS SOME OF HIS PERSONAL 

• .BELONGINGS. - ' ■ a .•. . -

GR IMSLY WAS EMPLOYED , MAY 23 , 1977, AS -THE ED ITOR 

OR THE^ IMES;" PR IOR TO TH IS EMPLOYMENT / .

HE WORKED^ A StTH E STAT E EDITOR FOR Tig '" NASHVILL E BA N- ‘

^ER ’t AND WAS NEWS BUR^

Journ al ^ walton;^ flor id a . Or im sl y covered;
THE TRIAL OF JAMES EARL RAY AMD HAD INTERVIEWED H IM 

IN THE PASI AND APPARENTLY HAD AN INDEPTHINTERVIEW 

WITH RA Y A ND WA S ABL E tT EST ABL ISH A GOOD; R APPORT 

with ray.; . itt^- 7' ■ ' ' ' : ^F'--'-;^  ̂ ’

■ PAYNECONSIDEREDHIMSEL /

: (SR IMSLY AND ^ FELTHAD; GR IMSL Y HAD FOS IT WE : INFORM AT ION 

'CONCERN ING THIS MATTER ^ SO. ■

PAYNE; NOT FAM ILIAR W ITH MAR GARET PARR ,. NEW BRAUN 

;;.FEEOytTEXAE.^<;y -

: PAY NE FELT LIKE T HE FOLLOW ING IND IV ID UAL S MAY BE
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PAGE THREE

ABLE TO <^

KNQXVIEEE ;^S96 E F T 0

jEANIE SUMRELLy DI SPATC^ ^; .

ORIDA,S0rTH0W;RH0NE<^^^

3691^ WHO WAS DATIJ«GW^ ON -A REGULAR BASIS.

GENEpBAKER>;:APAItf MENT?;^ 

P>iI0YW£il^lOA£?W:ti6R^

GR IM WS BE SkiFRIEND

MEMPHIS sAT ^ ; INTERV IEW.

LY • A ND < MRS ♦ LOU GRIM SL Y^ IN? A N- ATTEMPT

GRAPH OR ^DgyEkQp^pQs^

9?. v~ LEADS? T#^WE’;;#AW 

teMiWed- W^

RESULTS OFi l^

GREGORY^GRWS

TO; LOCATE PHOTO

RE "RAUL

GENE: BAKER IN--

MEMPHIS PENDING;
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FD-36 (Rev. 7-27-76)
FBI

TRANSMIT VIA:
Zl Teletype
I | Facsimile

AIRTEL

PRECEDENCE:
I | Immediate
I | Priority
I | Routine

CLASSIFICATION:
□ TOP SECRET
□ SECRET
□ CONFIDENTIAL
□ E F T 0
□ CLEAR

n.la 6/27/77

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (P)

SUBJECT: RKIN

6/21/77
Re Knoxville airtels to Louisville dated 6/16/77 and

For information of Bureau and Memphis, referenced 
communications reflect that on 6/15/77, SANDY WEBB, Assignment 
Editor, WATE-TV (NBC), Knoxville, Tennessee, received a letter, 
contents of which are hereinafter set forth verbatim, addressed 
to "WATE, DAVID R. ELVINDRIN, Channel 6, NBC TV, Knoxville, 
Tennessee." Said letter is postmarked "Marshes Siding 42631" 
on June 13, 1977. DAVID R. ELVINDRIN is unknown at WATE-TV, 
Knoxville, Tennessee, and Louisville indices regarding ELVINDRIN 
negative. ;

Following is verbatim transcript of above described 
letter which was unsigned:

"Dear Sir:

"Just a few lines to 
did not kill Dr. King. I 
overheard a Kubin (Cuban)

say I am sorry but Mr Ray 
was down at Knoxville and 
say he did kill Dr. King.

He was drink and tell a woman the story and said he 
hope_ King was kill__  so he could not tell anyone the 
truth. He want  to go back to Kubie and get away from 
thir so I don't believe Ray did kill anyone. If you
had listen__  at Ray you would 
all to heart and see. I am a 
leason (listen) to the fact.
much."

know the truth and take 
black man and hope you 
So long think you very .

(2)- Bureau
1 - Knoxville (44-696)
2 - Memphis

—?- - Louisville;   
EVA/scs .

(7) //Z/Z

f&C'Tgq 7 « 1977 ,■

Approved:

^ 9 JUL 251977
Transmitted________

(Number) (Time)
GPO : 1977 O - 225-539
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FD-36 (Rev. 7-27-76)
FBI

TRANSMIT VIA:
I | Teletype
| | Facsimile
EX] Airtel AIRTEL

PRECEDENCE:
| | Immediate
| | Priority
| | Routine

CLASSIFICATION:
□ TOP SECRET
□ SECRET
□ CONFIDENTIAL
□ E F T 0
□ CLEAR

....... 7/14/77

Assoc. Dir_______
Dep. AD Adm___

Dep. AD Inv__ _
Asst. Dir.:________

Adm. Serv_____
Crim.. Iny______

Fin. & Pers_____
Went__________
Intell__________

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
Wf..

FROM:

SUBJECT:

SAg.,_tOUISVILEE (44-947) (RUC) ^/^ Pl l Ji

MURKIN / . 7W

Re Louisville airtel to Bureau dated 6/27/77

Laboratory_ 
Legal Coun._ 
Plan. & Insp.. 
Rec. Mgnt,^ 
Spec. InvjUi 

Tech. Servs.. _
Training__  

Public Alls. Of. 
Telephone Rm. _ 
Director's Sec’ '.

u On 6/30/77, HURSTLE SLAVEN, Postmaster, Marshes 
Siding, McCreary County, Kentucky, stated that there are no 
Black families residing in Marshes Siding. He was displayed 
the writing on the envelope which was sent to WATE-TV,
Knoxville, Tennessee and 
handwriting.

advised he is not familiar with that

On 6/30/77, 
Grocery, Marshes Siding , 
Black families living in 
customers. It should be

RAYMOND STRUNK, owner, Strunk’s 
Kentucky, stated that there are no 
Marshes Siding and he has no Black
noted that

to the Marshes Siding Post Office.
Strunk’s Grocery is adjacent

On 6/30/77, Captain J. 
Police, Whitley City, Kentucky, was

W. STRUNK, McCreary County 
contacted and stated there

are no Black families residing in McCreary County, Kentucky, or 
Marshes Siding, Kentucky.

Since investigation has failed to disclose any ' 
Black man or family residing in Marshes Siding, McCreary '^*p 
County, Kentucky, no further investigation will be conducted 
by Louisville.'

2J- Bureau
1 - Knoxville (44-696)
1 - Memphis
1 - Louisville
RWM/scs
(5)

D ~ ID / o ft A G>. ClZd «v. DW 6AM) J &^/ /^ </) 

l-flAG^ C^i^'iI INCH'S OW c^

I-D/f/cC or PPoP^. ^cspm^ipitP.^ CpP^~

4'1? J

o

Approved: Transmitted ________
(Number) (Time)

7 9 AUG 0519771

S- JUEegg-^----------
GPO : 1977 O - 225-539
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united states department of justice

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Springfield, Illinois
FileNo- July 18, 1977

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On June 21, 1977, Kent Collins, Newscaster, KHQA 
TV, Quincy, Illinois, advised that on night of June 20, 
1977, Jerry Ray, the brother of James Earl Ray, contacted 
KHQA - TV and wanted to be interviewed concerning James 
Earl Ray. .

Jerry Ray advised that he has been employed as 
a greens keeper at a country club in subsurban Chicago, 
Illinois area. However, Jerry Ray has lost his jobs due 
to Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) pressure after 
Jerry Ray stated that the country club also employs a number 
of illegal aliens and the country club did not want Federal 
authorities messing around the country club.

Jerry Ray stated James Earl Ray does not want 
to go to a Federal prison because Justice Department people 
will see that James Earl Ray is never heard of again.

. Jerry Ray stated that Jerry Ray has been in contact
/ with members of the House Committee on assassinations and

i/ that during the past few days he has talked to Walter Fanteroy.
This has been since James Earl Ray's escape and recapture. ’

James Ray claimed that a business card was found 
in the car James Earl Ray drove in Memphis at the time of 
the assassination of King. This card belongs to an individual 
who also had the use of the car and it has been established

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
. of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
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that this person was connected with Central Intelligence 
Agency. Jerry Ray claimed his brother, James Earl Ray, 
was set up concerning King’s assassination and that there 
is a witness who was four blocks away at the time of King’s 
death who can verify Ray could not have killed King.

Jerry Ray saw Jame s Earl Ray a few days before 
the escape and at that time James Earl Ray was very despondent 
so Jerry Ray was not surprised at the escape attempt.

Jerry Ray stated that definitely James Earl Ray 
does not want to go to the Federal Penitentiary at Marion, 
Illinois. He stated that at one time before, Federal authorities 
attempted to place James Earl Ray in the Federal hospital 
at Springfield, Missouri, in attempt to keep James Earl 
Ray from talking.

The Quincy Herald-Whig, Quincy, Illinois, dated 
June 21, 1977, contained the following article concerning 
an interview by Jerry Ray:

2
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By PAUL COLGAN
■ -James Earl Ray was despon- 

d« nt over reports the House As- 
stssination Committee was to 
b; disbanded when he tried to 
escape from a Tennessee 
prison eariler this month, his 
younger brother, Jerry, said in 
Quincy Monday.

Jerry. 41, who lost his job as 
a nightwatchman at a country 
club near Chicago last week 
because of the attention his 
brother’s escape brought, was 
in Quincy to visit his sister at a 
nursing home. .

Both Rays lived in Quincy for 
a time in their youth.

Jerry talked about his 
brother in a two-hour inter­
view. The following is a portion 
of that interview.

Jerry Ray said his brother 
considered the Congressional 
instigation his last hope to be 
exonerated in connection with 

•the 1987 Martin Luther King 
slaying.

j’erry Ray maintained that 
his brother was innocent of the 
killing and was “set-uo” by 
others to take the blame.

“He was depressed because 
he knew they had a thing un­
derway to discredit the assas­
sination committee and try to 
abolish it,” Jerry Ray ex­
plained.

■ Jerry had talked with James 
on the Sunday before June 10 

.when James and six fellow 
prisoners scaled the wall of the 
Brushy Mountain State Prison 
in Petros, Tenn.
' “He told me ‘that’s the only 
hope I’ve got left,’ ” Jerry Ray 
explained. "He said ‘if they 
abolish the committee, I’ll just 

- have to get out some other 
w-.y.’ " .

“.At the time it didn't hit me, 
what he meant," Jerry said. A 
New York Times article about 
trouble in the committee and

moves to abolish it published a 
couple of weeks before his es­
cape was the cause of James’ 
depression, according to Jerry 
Ray. .

"The New York Times ar­
ticle set him off,” Jerry Ray- 
said. .
’ James Ear! Ray has ex­
hausted nearly every legal 
avenue he had. including a 
review by the U. S. Supreme 
Court, in attempts to have his 
case retried. Ray had pleaded 
guilty to the killing in return 
for a life .sentence instead of 
death in 1&88 for the King kill­
ing.

Later, after he was 
sentenced, Ray began to talk of 
a conspiracy and that he had 
not acted alone in the killing.

Now his brother Jerry main­
tains that James had nothing to 
do with the killing but rawer 
was used as a "set-up guy" to 
take the blame for the killing.

"He has witnesses to prove 
he was at a service station four 
blocks away," at the time of 
the assassination, Jerry 
claimed.

“The only evidence .they 
could use against him was that 
he had his fingerprints on the 
rifle,’’ Jerry Ray said. He 
claimed James bought the rifle 
but didn't shoot it.

A rifle found after the King 
shooting in' Memphis, which is 
believed to be the murder 
weapon, had James Earl Ray’s 
fingerprints on it.

Because he believes his 
brother innocent, Jerry said he 
feared for his brother during 
the escape, thinking that other 
involved in the conspiracy 
might have arranged the es­
cape to kilt him. "There was 
something strange about it” 

•Jerry said.
"A lot of people would like to 

see him dead," Jerry added.

"I don’t know it he was 
tricked out or if it was a legal 
escape.” Jerry Ray explained. 
“The reason I thought he niight 
have been tricked out was 
because so many guys went 
and he never did operate'that 
way before. Before every time • 
he escaped it was by himself. 
And this time they had seven of 
them that took off so I figured 
there might have been some 
trickery going on.”

Jerry Ray said he didn’t 
believe his brother planned the 
escape. .

“The guys he hung around ' 
with, they didn’t escape with 
him."

Jerry said he has not talked ■ 
with his brother since the es­
cape because James is being 
held in solitary confinement 
for 30 days after the escape.

But prison officials con- ■ 
tradict Jerry's version, saying 
it was a well-planned escape ■ 
complete with a diversion to : 
draw attention away front the i 
secluded section of the wailed : 
prison where James Ray and 
his comrades used a pipe lad­
der to climb a wall and escape, i •

Ray was captured four days i 
later hiding under a pile of 
leaves in the wooded moun­
tains surrounding the prison.

Brushy Mountain was con­
sidered escape proof but Ray 
had always contended he could 
escape from any prison. He had 
been on the run from an escape 
from Jefferson City prison in 
Missouri when he became in­
volved in the King assassins- 
tion.

Also, Jerry Ray claims that ■ 
the federal officials did not 
want a Congressional in­
vestigation into the King asias- 
sination and that the FBI and - 
CIA were Vying to stop Ray 
from talking.

Jerry claimed the name of a
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