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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Louisville, Kentucky

In Reply, Please Refer to March 30, 1977
File No.

ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On March 20, 1977, M. G. (Gene) Snyder, United
States Representative, 4th Congres51ona1 District, Kentucky,
appearing on WHAS-TV '"News Conference', taped March 18, 1977,
at louisville, Kentucky, revealed that he believed investigation
by the House Select Committee on Assassinations (HSCA) would be
productive in light of some recent revelations even though
he did not initially vote for funding of same. Snyder
indicated that he had changed his mind in light of some recent
information which he carefully explained so as to not 'drop
somebody in'" or "say anything wrong about somebody, that
shouldn't be said."

Snyder indicated that he had received a letter a few
weeks ago from a "citizen'" whom Snyder described as being
retired after many years from a responsible police department
and that this "citizen", not further described, claimed to have
been approached by three (3) "FBI officers™ and three (3) or
four (4) "prominent people at that time in that police department."
Snyder noted that this unnamed "citizen'" received this "offer"
on two (2) separate occasions in his automobile where he had
a tape recorder secreted. Tapes were made of the "offer"
on both occasions, however, one tape was subsequently stolen.
Snyder noted that the other tape was retained by the ''citizen"
and has been furnished to HSCA by the unnamed '"citizen'" when
the latter reportedly traveled to Washington, D. C., at his own
expense in order to bring the above information to the attention
of said comnmittee.

’

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your
agency; it and its contents are not .to be distributed outside
your agency.

l#ﬂBk)'Zhﬂ
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Snyder has spoken with the unnamed "citizen" personally
and in Snyder's opinion, the '"citizen" appears to be responsible.
Snyder believed that the above '"lead'" and other leads should be
"checked out'" and that because of same, United States
Representative Samuel L. Devine (Ohio), Ranking Minority Member
of HSCA, now intends to vote for continuation of HSCA funding.

Snyder revealed that the letter written by unnamed
"citizen'" was received in the 'regular United States Mail"
and that the basic allegation is that the unnamed "citizen",
who is a retired policeman, was approached by "members of the
FBI and unnamed police department' and encouraged to assassinate
Martin ILuther King, Jr. When asked why Snyder received the
letter, Snyder replied, "Time will have to tell." Sayder
added that he "didn't want to go into that."

Snyder further revealed that the unnamed "citizen"

had been to Washington and that the HSCA now has possession of
the above mentioned tape recording which is being 'washed down"
to eliminate background noises such as a running automobile
engine, Snyder has listened to the tape recording himself and
describes same as having "some pretty inaudible sections' which
are being worked on at the present. Snyder noted .that the

tape purports to deal with instant subject matter. Snyder
indicated that he could not attest to the authenticity of the
tape recording since he did not consider himself to be an
electronics expert but noted same must be determined.

Snyder declined to answer interrogatories as to
whether the letter came from his Congressional District or
Louisville, Kentucky, noting he did not think he ought to
place the unnamed "citizen" in jeopardy in the event the
allegation is true, or people mentioned therein in jeopardy
if the allegation is false, Snyder believed that the HSCA
will have to decide when the names of individuals allegedly
involved are to be released and made public.

Snyder declined any further comment on the matter,
noting that if allegations were in fact true, the unnamed
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"eitizen" furnishing the basis for same would be in jeopardy
from "FBI and others named" in the letter, and if allegationmn
was not true, '"responsible persons'" would likewise be in
jeopardy. Snyder assumed that the HSCA would give the
individuals named in the letter an opportunity to express -
themselves at the appropriate time.

Included herein are various accounts of revelations
concerning the above mentioned allegation which have appeared
in sundry newspapers throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky
as indicated:
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By JIM ADAMS
L Ceovrier-Journal Statf Writer

> U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, R-4th District,
sald yesterday that he has turned over
to the Hbuse Assassinations Commitiee
an allegation that FBI agents and police
plotted to kill Dr Martm Luther ng
Jr.

. Snyder sald that in latc Februar) he'
received a letter from “a former police-

man” who claims he was twice offcred

$500,000 to kill King.

Snyder made his comments vestexday
while taping 2 WHAS-TV News Confer-
ence program, which™ will be broadcast
at 12:30 p.m. tomorrow on WHAS televi-
sion and radio.

Snyder would not reveal the name of
the former policeman making the
charge, or "the names of three FBI
.agents and several policeman who alleg-
‘edly were involved in the plot. Snyder
also_declined to name the police force
-ihat the man worked on for more than
20 years. .

- .Snyder made no’ conneclion bct\\een
the offer allegedly made to the police-
man and the actual killing of King.

“I have always had confidence in the
major law enforcement agencies of this
country, and I had to assume that what
they defermined (about the slaying) was
accurate,” Snyder said. “Now I think
this is somcthmg 1hat nccds to be inves-
tigated.”

Richard A prague the Pluladclphla
attorney w'ho is chief counsel for the
assassinations convmittee, last night con-
firmed that Snyder had turned over ma-
ferial containing the ullegation, but re-
{used to answer guestions abouf il.

“The matter you refer to has been
referred to the commitlee and is under
investigation,” he said by telephone
from Philadelphia.

King was slain in Memphis, Tenn,, in
1968, and James Farl Ray was convicted
of killing him. The House commitlee
last fall began investigating the assassi-
-nations of King and President John
Kcnnod) The commxttu,s funding ex-
plrcs March 31, VSRV

\

to ass &Ssmaaie

, tape,

plot
ng

° Snyder, who voted agamst the com-
mittee mxhally, told The Courier-Journal
in an interview last night that he will
Jvote to continue funds for its investiga-

:‘q . p!l \J [

tion solely on the basis of the allcgatnon

brought to him.
.Snyder said he had no exp]anatmn for

“why the policeman brought the charges

to him, rather than directly to the com-
mittce. The policeman asked Snyder to
put him in touch with’ the commxttcc,
-the congressman said,

He said the former pollccman had at-
temptzd to turn a tape recording of the
$500.060 offer over to Ray's attorneys,
but finally was asked by one.of the at-
‘torneys’ investigators “where he planned
to hide if he trled to do an)thmg vuth

. the tape.”

* Asked if he’ bnlmves thc man s allega-
tion, Snyder said, “I don’t know. But I
Rigk charges such as this nced to be
infestigated.”

Snvdcr\,smd he has discussed the
charges with U.S: Rep. Samuel L. De-
vine of Ohio, the ranking mmonty mem-
ber on the commitiee. He said Devine, a
former FBI agent, checked into the
man's background and found him to be

“a solid citizen.” Devine could not be.

“I have talked to

reached last night.

Snyder told WHAS,
him (the policeman) personally and in
my opinion he appears to be a responel-
ble citizen. . . .

He told the television stahon. “He
(the former officer) was approached 1o
assassinate Martin Luther XKing. He
names three FBI officers, he names
three or four promincnt people at that
time in the police department. He indi-
cates that the offer was made on two
occasions in his automobile where he
had a tape recor der, that he taped those

items. One of thcm (the lapcs) was sto-

len, the other he still has.”

Snyder said the man went {o Wash-
ington and cither appeared before the
committee or . was inlerviewed by its
staff. Snyder said the commitlee has the
{upe. Asked if he has a copy of the

DI s e AL CECTIRN .
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W, By BILL HENDRICK ’f—“ recordmg the man saxd he madeaﬂhe.

-~ Assoclated Press Writer

-z’ LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — Rep.
i Gene Snyder, R—Ky said Saturday the
9H0u3e Assassmatnons Committee is *

:investigating an allegation from a
. “logical, rational” man who claims
A several members of a police depart-
“ment and FBI agents plotted to kill Dr. °
Martm LutherKing Jr. . i

'rational, a logical kind of man.”
Snyder said he received a letter from

-the man and hstened to a tape_ .

ik Wae St Fimn e

% Snyder said he met the man "face‘t’o#
race" and that “he appeared to be .~

iihe FOP sergeant (blank).” .

-.-alleged assassination plot. He refused

to say whether the man or the pohce
department mvolved were m' Ken-
tucky. A £33
Asked why the man contacted him
and let him listen to a copy of the tape
recording, Snyder. said ‘he may have’
just been looking for someone thh
"nerve, a fighter.” " i “f??f"
- Snyder read part ‘of the letter “and
used the word “blank” where the man
ad used names.
I retired from' ( blank) police
epartment in (blank) _after servm 2

.i{blank) years," the letter said. “Wlule
was in the police department T was

linnocently involved in a conspiracy to_'

assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King.
}~ *Involwggd in this conspiracy were
tagents of The Federal Bureau of In-
vestigtion, agents (blank), (blank) and
(blank) and others that I did not
‘know,” Snyder said, continuing to read
the letter. “Members of the (blank)
police department, chief of detectives,
aptain (blank), lieutenant, (blank),
fficer (blank), licutenant (blank) of
e homicide bureau and president of |
LT

o
) .
1.
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Agze +d Policé Plot

i s

No W'Bemg f{@bed

____'_./ DDA B!
LOUISVILLE Ky (AP)—Rep M. Gene Snyder (

-c.ﬁ

-Ky.Y

A sal ¢ Saturday the House Assassinations Committee is

R

-" ‘spiracy to assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King.

,m\'estigatlng an allegation from a “logical, rational” man
‘who claims several members o a. police department and
- FBI agents plotted to kill Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Snyder said he met the man “face to face” and that “he
appeared to be rational, a loglcal kind of man.” § 5N
8nyder said he received a letter from the man and 15
tened to a tape recording the man sald he made of the a}-
eged assassination plot. He refused to'say whether the m
3 tne police depanment. involved were in Kentucky

«} RETIRED from (blank) ponce aepartmem in (blank)
fter serving (blank) years,” the letter said. “While I was in
the police department I was innocently involved in a con-
vhy ‘au
“Involved in this conspiracy were agents of the Federal
‘Bureau of Investigation, agents (blank), (blank) and
(blank) and others that I did not know,” the letter said, as
Bnyder read it, éiting but not naming several other off lcers
Snyder said he could not divulge the names or the id¢n-
tity of the-man who contacted him. .

“What I'm saying,” Snyder said, “is, those blanks néed’

be protected if there's nothing to this. And if it is gn

al curate allegation that he’s made, then the author of the
:2‘ ter needs to be protect.ed The commiu.ee 1s investigating

\ .

SNYDER SAID the man “mdicates further kw’the letter
that after he retired he cont.acted (a man) “hi he says, is
James Earl Ray's attorney .

Ray is serving a life Lerm in prison in connect,lon with
the assassinaton of the late civil rights worker who was
slain in Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.

\8nyder said the Iormer policeman claimed he

, off red $500.000 on two occaslons to xm ng

,I
Richard A. Sprague, the Phlladelphla lawyer whq
?,]tef counsel for the assassinations committee, confirmed

‘Siiyder had turned cver material containing the a.llegauon,

and that it “is under investigation.” -

The former policeman, Snyder said, tried to turn over a
tape recording of the alleged $500,000 offer to Ray's lawyers,
but one of theirinvestigators finally asked “where he plan-
ned to hide if he tried to do anything wlm the !.ape » . 1
. | »

'SNYDER SAID he has discussed the allegatxon wi.h
Rep. Samuel L. Devine of Ohio, the ranking minority men-
ber of the committee. Devine, a former FBI agent, checl:
into' the man’s background and found him to be a “soii
cma n,” Snyder said.

nyder said the man told him the offers for him to km

King were made in his automobtle, where he had a tape
recorder. Snyder quoted the man as saying he had two
:tapes, one of which was either stolen or lost. The other tape
‘has been turned over to the committee, Snyder said. .

v “Most of it was inaudible to me,” he said. “I could make
‘out a lttle. I made out enough to believe and ascertaln that
2 dlscussion was being had about King and money, bl.(. I
didn‘&even listen to all of iL."” croy A b .\

r.‘lfi'

To Kﬂl/ﬁr. KH/'

e ﬁ-.\l so V¥ igin MJ"» EARE 'l

Rep. SnyderS

o b A taiiear el WA AP At

in ‘r

W

SB}YDER SAID he wants the allegauon to be thorough
tl';v invistigated “and this guy ought to be protected fro!

y pfoblems. If it is Inaccurate, then those people who hJ
namf need to be protected. He names three alleged FBL
age s, four or five members, prominent members at the
ume of a police department.” R X

: The man has been interviewed by the committee‘:
!nvest,lgauve staff, Snyder said. .

V- Snyder said he received the letter from the man o.k Feb
H '11‘
I don't know if it s valid,” he said. “It is up w0 the

com nittee to investigate lt.." e

8% ll.!‘

"Kentucky Enquirer',
daily’ newspaper of
general circulation,
Covington, Kentucky,
March 20, 1977

6
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ssassination }

. .;J',)‘..nua o - e - .J.!‘-“""'
-|proposal told '
Jﬂ;z‘, N W wii &Y ,v\'l '-Iui A "Jl]" vl :
i LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — made. ' Wb et &

‘us. Rep. Gene Snyder R-Ky., Snyder also’ declined to
'uys he has. referred to the specify whether the former of-
House Assassination Commit- ficer was from Kentucky. He
tee a retired police officer who said the man contacted him by
- elaims FBI agents proposition- letter.recently and that he later
“ed him to kill Dr. Martin Luther met4!::'man and hstgned to one
King Jr. . taperecording.
* In statements bréadecast Fri-  Part of the tape was inaudi-
- day on WHAS-TV, Snyder said ble, Snyder said, but he was
.the former officer, whom he able to discern that the subject
* declined to name, has a tape wasKing's assassination.
trecording of a-purported con-  “I have talked to him and in
versation between himself and my opinion he appears to be a
"FBI agents in which an alleged responsible citizen and I think
suggestion was made tomurder these kinds of leads need to be
"King. - ¢hecked out,”’ Snyder said.

» *According , to Snfd'er the Snyder said Assassinations
former pollceman “names Committee now has the tape
three FBI officers (and) three recording and is investxgatmg
or four prominent people atthat thematter. . 4
time in the police department King was assassinated in
(and) indicates that the offer Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. The
was made on two occasions in Assassxnahons Committee

) hisautomoblle where he had a recently said it had ngw in-
pe recorder.” - ation on King’s murdir,

Snyder, who represents Ken- but has not produced ajy

cky’s 4th District, declined to evidence of involvement jy "

&me dates and the city where anyone other than the convict
e purported offers were killer,JamesEarl Ray. :

""Sun~-Democrat", '
daily newspaper of general circulation,
Paducah, Kentucky, March 20, 1977
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evealed police plots
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kill King 73
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By B'LL HENDRICK
+" Rssoclated Press Writer
wuxsvn.w Ky. (AP) —
Rep Gene Snycfer, R-Ky., said
‘Saturday the House Assassina-
itions

- vestigating an allegation from
a “logical, rational” man who

._elalms several members of a
)ohce department’ and FBI
. agents plotted to kill Dr. Mar-
1ln Luther King Jr..

13 Snyder said he met the man
. $%ace to face” and that “he ap-
_peared to be rational, a logical
klnd of man.”

- Snyder said he received a let-
ter from the man and listened
to a tape recording the man

: sald he made of the alleged as-

 sassination plot. He refused to

* say whether the man or the po-

! lice department involved were

i in Kentucky. :

-Asked why the man contacted

. _him and let him listen to a- em

i copy of the tape recording, Sny-
i der said *“he may have just

i been looking for someone with"

) nerve. a fighter.”

_Snyder read part of the letter
,and used the word “blank”
; where the . man had used

i names &

“I retired from (blank) police
department in (blank) after
- serving (blank) years,” the let-
. ter said. “While I was in the
_ police department I was in-
 nocently involved in a con-
spiracy to assassinate Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King.

"“Involved in this conspiracy
were agents of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigtion, agents

s-(blank), (blank) and. (blank)
\nd others that I did not
Kpow,” Snyder said, continuing
. by read the letter. “Members of
*'tlle (blank) police department,
ef of detectives, captain

Committee is in--

“(blank), lleutenant (blank), of-"

ficer (blank), lieutenant
(blank) of the homicide bureau
and president of the' FOP sér—
geant (blank).” '

FOB stands for Fraternal Or-
der of Police, a colléctive bar-
gaining organization for police
officers. .ored
- Snyder said he could not di-
vulge the names listed in the
letter or the identity of the man
who-contacted him. :

“What - I'm saying,” Snyder
said, “is those blanks need to
be protected if there's nothing
to this. And if it is an accurate
allegation that he's made, then
the author of the lettér needs to
be protected. The committee is
investigating it.” Crag

Snyder said the man “in-°
dicates further in the letter that
after he retired he ' contacted
who hwasays . is James Earl
y's attorney...

Ray is serving a life term m )

prison in connection with the

assassinaton of the'late civil -

tights worker who was slain in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.

Snyder ‘said the former po-
liceman claimed he was offered
$500,000 on two occasions to Llll
King. S vy Aty

Richard A Sprague, the

Philadelphia attorney who is

chief counsel for the assassina-
tions committee, confirmed
Snyder had turned over mate-
rial containing the allegation.
“The matter you refer to has
been referred to the committee
and is under investxgatlon,"
Sprague said.
Snyder said he would vote to
continue funds for the comn-
mittee’s continued existene
solely on the basis of the alle-
gation brought to him. '
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«= Rep. Snyder Claims !.etter ]‘l
“FBI To King Assassmatuon Try

lf' 23 }«' .“L‘h).ﬁ "e':

S J‘G

“’ “LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) '
~— U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder,

: R-Ky says he has referred
ito the House Assassination
.Committee a retired police
“officer who claims FBI
agents propositioned him to

hll Dr. Martm Luther ng

“’ ln 5!....., "'ﬂts broadéast
F‘riday Jon . WHAS-TV

"Messenger",

S

174-..5 4
Snyder said’ the former
officer, who he declined to
name, has a tape recording
ofa purported conversation
between himself and FBI
agents in which an alleged
suggtstion was made to
murder King. - . -.%

Accordmg to Snyder, the
former policeman *“names
three FBI officers (and) ,

daily newspaper of
general circulation,
Mayfield, Kentucky,

March 21, 1977

Ny

©ma ‘m\ug

S ,“fr(.. '-‘.

¥ “Nt?‘ \"t’

A‘ — ‘A,.""#

three or " four promment
people at that time in the
. police department (and)”
indicates that the offer was
made on two occasions in-
his automobile where he
Lhad a tape'recorder.” - -.;
" Snyder, who represents
Kentucky s 4th District,
declined to name dates and
the city where the pur-
ported offers were made.
+Snyder also declined to-
lspecﬁy whether the former
*officer was from Kentucky.
. He said the man contacted
“him by letter recently and
“that he later.met the man
sand listened to .one tape:
i)‘ecord_mg ‘lm\v
Part of the tape was in-
“audible, Snyder said, but he
‘¥as able to discern that the
‘subject  was King’s
wassassmatxon T
] have talked to hlm and
in my opinion he appears to
sbe'a responsible citizen and
"I think these kinds of leads >
need t6 be checked out »
'Snyder sald o il
Snyder 'sa’i d
‘Assassinations Committee
now has the tape recording
.and is investigating the
-matter. .
« + King was assassmated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.
“The Assassinations
-Committee recently said it
had new information on
King's murder, but has not
produced any evidence of
involvement by anyone
other than the convicted

iller, James Earl Ray—

1]
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FBI- Pol_,p'_ce‘Ploi' To Kil Martin Luther King

g );4,_.,3‘ .55 IN{JI'. i

Revedled by Keniutky Congressman

: 2 . Ly
Hr ,-' 1;9 L p«o:x-;o v g,

' By RICHARD L. WALKER
o Ualled Press Interfational
Fak LOUISVILLE Ky. — Rep. Gpne
,Snyder. R-Ky., says he understands
- the House Assassinations Committee
_has “some right substantial leads”, in
,regard to the Martin Luther=King Jr.
‘murder case, besides the information
“he relayed to them on an alleged as-
-gassination plot among FBI agents
and police. B X ] O
: :Snyder disciosed durmg the week-
end that a retired police officer
wrote him last month outlining an al-
‘leged conspiracy involving three FBI
agents and “three or four police offj-
. cers™ to kill the civil rights leader.
- Snyder said the retired policeman
‘claimed he was offered 3500 000 to
“commit the murder.
. ‘The Kentucky congressman de-
.Clined to name the officer or his city
pohce force. But United Press Inter-
anona\l learned from a reliable
J ce yesterday that the alleged plot -
Ived some high-ranking policemen
an FBI agents from Louisville dur-
Jng’the mid-1960s, ‘

Snyder “who ongmally opposed’
! creation of the House Assassinations
Committee, now sdys he intends 10
vote for the panel’s continuation, .

Snyder said his informant had
turned over a tape recording of a
conversation .yhich he says contains
details of the half-million dollar offer
to kill King. He said the ex-officer,
.how involved in private security
"work, had been to Washington to tell
His story ‘to investigators for the as-
sassinations commxttee, but had not
tormally testified. - _;- N 1"

“l dnd think that I was smlng on
somethmg that was explosive whether
accurate or not accurate,” Snyder
said. “That's the reason why.I think
¥ must be very careful not to reveal
either who the writer was or who he
named in his allegatlons " Sy

N5 Richard Sprague, chisf counsel for
the assassinations committee, ha
confirmed that ‘the alleged plot t
which Snyder referred was under i
vestigation and refused further.cgm-_
. ‘ment, Ny

"Lexington Herald", o )
daily newspaper of general circulation,
Lexington, Kentucky, March 21, 1977
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- ' MARTIN LUTHER KING,’

" * By JIM EBERL e
‘Kestucky Post Washington Bureas IR

. f',‘r\.' -

2

W ASHINGTON-A retired Louisville policeman descr
% knowledgeable congressional sources as highly respectd

; . _and reliable claims he was offered $500,000 to assassinite
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The man c‘{ntacte,d U.S. Rep. Gehe
.Snyder, R-Ky., with the information and a \gpe recording to back up
his claim. Con YA B L

“i.+'Snyder says he turned ‘over to the .

House Assassination Committee early this

‘mepth a letter he received from the in-

“foripant. Snyder describes the man as a

“37-y\ar veteran of the Louisville force,

‘mow \n the private security business, but

- would not reveal his identity.

.@In danger? “\'7 -"'-Keﬁ'tuck;')" Post'",.

ahnde . . . ) .

*Snyder said he was not identifying the - . _.daily newspaper of 4
jman for several reasons: "If he's accl. general circulation
!rate and really interpreted everything' Covington, Kentucky. :

‘ properly that there was something going - :
P then I don't think I ought to put him in March 21, 1977

Jjeopardy, people trying to get to him for
‘one reason or another. e

" *f think they could cven try to get him
to keep him from talking any further.

- )
*Or if he's not accurate 1 don't think
the people he mentioned ought to have
th\ir good names smeared.” ce
 Mnyder also ‘declined. to name the
thre) FBI agents and four or five police
officc\ s the information said were involv-
“sd in the alleged plot or to identify the
olice department they were connected
Niul o, .o i -
: "However, Rep. Samuel Devine, R-
Ohio, the ranking minority member of the
assassination panel and the colleaguz to
Swhom Snyder first took the letter, soid
Synday the man was a former Lovisvilis
policeman, although he said he was not®
sur® what the man's status was at the
sime of the alleeed offer. .-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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“#°% It-remains unclear whether the other
{mdn-named in the letter were also Lotjis-
vl policemen because none of the on-
greysmen would say. Snyder, whose con-
sgressional  district includes suburban
!Louisville. said only, "It wasn't too hard
t¢or me to check and find out if in fact
E._(bey had been officers, and they were.”

"~ The offer about which the informant
gays he has personal knowledge allegedly
ttook place two or three years before Dr.
Atl(mg was shot to death in Memphis in

1968, an informed source said. - 5

tl. “®He ‘said 'in his letter that he\was
. ‘ol ered $500,000 and the offer was made in

hil\ car equipped with a tape recorder und
hethas a recording of the conversation,”
Jeaid Snyder. o *

L en g

*" “And then when 1 talked_ with him,”
;;ahe congressman continued, ‘he told me
[:ll.lat actually there were two conversa--
¢

ons but the one tape has been either

vmisplaced or stolen. SVl
« 8" .
i* “He has one tape and he's turned it
oyer to the committee.” )
<+ . Snyder believes he never met the map
‘befjre the letter arrived in his office ol

¢Fefl 28. He said Devink. a former FB,

‘ageht, had the man ‘nvestigated an

‘ yeported bac‘k to him "thht the guy check- "
edout good." - T g T 18]

. & . X 4
\*<4In ‘a meeting with the man after he;j
‘flew to Washington to be interviewed by
‘the committee staff, Snyder said "he did
pot impress me as_anybody who had any,
kind of mental problems.” i

E-‘"‘;_?'.Devine said he hadn't 1 the man,
and he knows of no information "he was a
cho.” PRSP 1 C oA T
"“ C .:*.‘ 3 .al ¢ et (5 :*ﬂ
¥2“And Rep. Louis Stokes, D-Ohio, who i
‘chairing the subcommittee dealing specity
jcally with the King assassination, said he
was {}y1d by Devine the man checked out
‘as ‘a\ "highly repected police officer
reputed to be a reliable individual." L
- Stoles said he's taking the man's alle-
gation "seriously.” T )
t+:Coming to Snyder was a fast resort
for the former policeman. Tk

#* -p[n his letter he indicated that after
he retired from the police department he
made an attempt to get this to James
Earl Ray's attorneys,™ said Snyder. Ray
pleaded guilty to killing Dr. King in 1968
anjis serving a 99.year prison sentancés

‘“ e man was referrred hv._mn':\al"x

.Iia 's z;uorne'ys to a Fredritk, Md., invetr
tipAtor, said Snyder, andqcallcd him.
\ Snyder said he'll now vote to keep the

-
] R '

) . N W ¢ -‘
panyl going because "F t\_mk thé policty

man's story nceds to be \pvcstigfx‘lw.:tg_\,
find'out what ther¢ is 10 it T
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FRaz"’s"Aﬁo'rhéf Say s"'E;—‘ﬁ
. Checked Kentucky Leads

WASHINGTON (AP) — = One of
James Ear] Ray's lawyers says
tthat more than a year ago he
looked into an allegation that
,Louisville police and FBI agents
plotted to kill Dr. Martin Luther
:ng and concluded *“there -
wasn’t much to it.” .. . penng
' ;The lawyer, James H. Lesar,
said yesterday that even if the
allegahon of a retired Louisville
policeman is true, “it was re-
mote from the assassination” be-
cause the man alleges there was

. only talk and not an attempt to
Iull the civil rights leader. ‘

< A House assassinations com-
mittee aide said investigators
have talkgg to the retired police- ..
man, was not identified

p bllcly. and are checkmg his]
stpry without presuming howy
ch substance there is to it,’ !

"Lexington Herald",
daily newspaper of
general circulation,
Lexington, Kentucky,
March 22, -1977
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" the ex-patrolman who has just revealed
to the House. Assassination Committee in
Washington that other Louisville police-
men. and three FBI men offered him

- $500,000 in '1966 to kill Dr. Martin Luther

’xjpg.].r-~\'... .
- 7¢ Four or five
and three Louisville FBI agents plotted to
kill the civil rights leader two years be-
fore he was .actually- assassinated in
. Memphis, Tenn., in 1968, the committee
has been told. . - : .
.. Baird, now an undercover private
§nvestigator, was not at his -small brick

Crmopn ¥l

v Mele St cqune

Louisville police officers’

-d

home at 7813 Edsel Ln., in-suburban Fern®
.t

Creck Monday night. . -

< His wife Mary, 44, told The Kenmck;r

“Post in an exclusive interview why their
secret is coming out now, and what it has
‘been like living with it. L e

. )
e e Y R

W The secret. _ L

Anonymous phone calls—some in the -

dead of the night—have plagued the
Bairds through the seven years. they have
been married. “It frightens you to death,
. ‘even if nobody says anything,” said Mar;

‘ ) -
* wpildidn't seem like it vias ever going to

Ba»"d. The last call calne a manth 20n).

stof),” she said.

«I'm sure our phone has been tapped

3 . . d
huridreds of times..It has an Ioff sound,

c;lirc\king little sounds while you're tatking.
* My husband has spent many-a sleepless

night—he'll lie there and toss and turn,

then get up and read the paper.

*‘He kept

“up with every report (of the assass'ina-
li‘(;n's aftermath) and he always reads all

the articles on these deals,” she said.¢
\ (1]
/ ‘\wlolelot to everybody.™
Clifton Baird didn't tell his wife th

\

“Having peace of mind would mctx\:\a

spcret until after theirimarriage, the secy

ond lor both of them.
\B Rigs up recorder.

“We haven't even told our children
" .

s ;.".&kniu:c-lh'uo\

b ‘this,"and he’s kept' & lot of it d\
hilinas If, and hasn't ‘even told me,” she}
sa R . iatla 0 v oo

- But she knows the general story. “He "’

had been driving this [cllow (another
Louisville policeman) home from work—
‘the man’s car had broken down or some-
'thing. And he started asking a lot of
.strange questions, then he asked whether
he'd kill King for half a million dollars. “1
think this got him pretty upset, and puz-
2led, so he rigged: up the tape recorder
(under the front car seat). The guy made
the same offer to him the next time they
‘drove home,"” she said. . NP B
»* 7 «He {old him he didn’t want any part
of it. He didn’t have anything against
black people. That’s why it was so hard
‘for him to understand. ‘Why me?’ you
know? **’ A I A
®'Feared for job. e
*.' Baird ‘'was not known among police
as.a marksman. “I guess he is a good
eno! shot, but he does\\k do target:

r
Potd

BN RN
.3

acfice or ar_lything," Mrs.Baird said. &

After high school in Bg wling. Green,&
lair enlisted in the Marines, and serv ‘\
Korea, she said. “I think he was a ser-
eant.” - - = Eede X
One reason Baird did not gpeak up
rlier was fear for his police job, from
\which he retired after 27 years in Novem:
‘ber, 1975. **Before now, he was so close to -
retising, he was afraid they might kick .
hi out,” Mrs. Baird said. - A
Baird has felt victimized since he left i

‘th} force. . L. o e
.. | “Somiebody’s got to have something
(ndgative) in his records—why hasn’t he
been able to get a decent job smce‘?wl,\li .
|wife wondered. PR
- w«He went to meatcutters '
Toledo, and tested out 98 per cent. And he
went to three or four places that were
desperate for a. meatcutter and cou!dn.t&
get a job. " T ,,,,.,g.,'g;.',q
“Jt’s been like that all the n'me—and
his only job reference is the pohce_ 'force.
ThiEgs like that just don’t add up, ’I_ﬂrﬁ

L SR e e

Bai[d said. : I
'You can live with something likg
ke DAk e MK

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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‘i . You can live with it, but you're no
oeful,” © e iz Bdel N G

#.v: Mrs. Baird was not sure whether \he
- glleged offer came in 1966 or 1967. Raze¢
“piots gripped Louisville in 1967, sparkéd
"by an open housing drive led by Rev. A.

. An,

+ D, King, brother of Martin. " _'%
“ilarp, King was pastor of Louisvilles
; Mt. Zion Baptist Church from 196569, anc
« after-moving to Atlanta, drowned in his
Thomepoolin1970. = . ..ok
}4- Baird is working on an undercover
dinvestigative job, and could nét be reach-
-ed for several days, his wife said: |
-\s for the identitics of alleged con-
_m: 0TS, "‘l';'fe heaul-:!f na&mes, but I could
ek, you—if my life depended pn it I
(gouldn't tell you,” said Mary Baird.
4 JSources involved in the Houselcom
. mittee probe of the assasinations of 'King
- and President John F. Kennedy said Bairc
¢#s expected to testify under oath to the
identities of the FBI agents and Louisvill
_policemen in the alleged conspiracy..
" Committee sources told Scripps-How
. ard reporters the Louisville allegation
2 are ‘considered “hot.”” One commelited
K‘They are placing it at the top.” - . \

v aianore o WY

= Mary ‘.Baird, 44, has known for seven years fh.e secret her husband]
;'Cliflon.\is sharjng with the House Assassinations Committee. . ‘f

2] '&‘
CLIFTON E. BAIRD'
_ee« key figure in King probe.
'

R S e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER,6 KING, JR.

ay lawyei'

Ij.o'

huclalu Press

,P. : .
! WASHINGTON — One of James Earl _or deny that the policeman was retired

!Ray’s lawyers says that more than a
'year ago he looked into an allegation
:that Louisville police and FBI agents
_plotted to kill Dr. Martin Luther King
‘Jr. He said he concluded “thcre'wasnt
much to it.”

“The lawyer, James H. Lesar, sald yes1
erday that even if the allegation by a
efired Louisville policeman is true, “if

as .remote from the assassination” be!

" Lause the man says there was only tatk
and not an attempt to. klll ‘the . cml
nghts leader. - % e sw o e JAed

£ 3 - .v.s, o
A"'House assassmahon: commluee
alde said investigators have talked to
the relired policeman, “who was not
identificed publxcly and are chcckmg hxs
story.

. Lesar said the retired ﬁshceman told
hlm in a letter that other Louisville po-

| lsmlSSES smry ;
’) of p!@t in Lmusvﬂﬁe io klﬂ me |

ey o

(Snydcr refused last mght 1o conﬁrm

from the Louisville department. “I think
I've said cnough,” he said. “I just don't
think I ought to nail it down ") (\

- On a related matter, {he House axde
sald two commxl},m.mombers will mter-
view Ray todayn

-.’. ERER I

licemen and FBI agents tried to hire

_him to kill King. .

.. Rep. Gene Snyder, R-Ky., discloskd
Jast weck that the policeman also qute
him a letter containing the allegaticn.
| Snyder said he turned it over to the'

_assassinations coinmittee. )

"Courier-Journal",

daily newspaper of ‘general circulation,
Louisville, Kentucky, March 22, 1977

|
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l.OUISVILLE Ky. (AP) —
The wife of a former Loulsville
policeman has told newsmen
her husband, Clifton Baird, is
the source of the allegation that
FBI agents and some members
.of the Louisville police depart-
‘ment plotted to klll Dr Martm

Lutherl(mg : Sl a,.,

But Baird, 50, now employed
by a private secunty agency,
was out of town and unavallable
forcomment. ~ " i

.He is reported to have been a
patrolman on the Louisville
police force from 1949t0 1975.

- . Baird’s wife, Mary, 44, was
.quoted by WHAS-TV and The
-Courier Journal as confirming
.her husband was the source of
allegations that he was offered '
1$500,000 to kill the civil rights
-Jeader, who was assassinated in
-1968. James Earl Ray was im-
prisoned in Tennessee on a
-murder charge stemming t’rom
Aheassassination. = -

WHAS also quoted a
spokesman for the House Select

Committee on Assassinations .

.as confirming Baird was the
source of the allegations.

Attempts Tuesday night to
:reach Mrs. - Baird about the
"~ media reports were unsuc-
cessful

Rep. Gene Snyder RKy,
disclosed last week that he talk-
ed with a retired police officer
who claimed he was offered
money to-kill King. Snyder did

uot pame the officer or the city

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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“in which the alleged plot oc-
curred, but said he referred the
man to the House assassina-
tions committee. (AR 11
Contacted at honmie Tuesday
night about whether Baird was
the ®man, Snyder refused to
.comment Co Laadier AT
- Earlier, Snyder quoted from
a letter he said the man had
written which said, *While I
_was in the police department )
'was innocently involved in a
“conspiracy to assassinate Dr.
. Martin Luther King.” . -~
The congressman said of the’

“man making the allegation: “T

don’t think that he's a kook. I'm’
not in a position to say whether
he’s telling the truth or not, but’
hg does not appear to me to_be a
pergon other than totally ra-
tional.” e f
Snyder said he llstened to a
tape recording, now in the’
vhands of House investigators,
«..which purports to contain con-
versations relating to the alleg-
ed conspiracy. vy
A committee spoke an said’
the allegations are being in-’

- vestigated. If the House votes

next week to extend the com-

" mittee’s charter, committee in-
vestlgators may meet with the "
. man in Louisville next month

the spokesman said. -
Louisville Police Chief John
Nevin said the department has
not received any official com-
munications from the,
assassinations committee. .

17
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B ey JOUN FILIATREAU fape recorder, and Baird is in  possession .
,f . .Courler-Journal Statt Writer , of a tape that supports his allegations.™~
4 The ex-policeman who recently told According to Snyder, Baird wrote,
*U.S. Rep. M: Gene Snyder abowt an “While I was in the Louisville Police
:abortive conspiracy to murder Dy. Mar- Department I was innocently involved in
fin Luther King Jr. has been identified " a conspiracy to assassinate Martin Lu-
“as Clifton E. Baird, 50, who retired as a ther King.” e TN
patrolman from _the Louisville Police® pairg reportedly identified several-
«Department in 1975 and now li ! members of the alieged conspiracy, in-
. Fern Creek. ©= . . oDy e= o cluding at least three FBI agents, the
" Baiyd was identified as Snyder’s infor- city's chief of detectives, a captain, two
‘mant in yesterday's edition of The Ken- lieutenants, a patrolman and a sergeant
" tucky Post, which called him “a 27-year - who was president of the local lodge of
.veteran of the Louisville force, now 'in the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP). ..
;the private security business. Yerus o 7o The last reference’ gppé.rentl_yjis, to
" In a brief interview at her.home last Tom Denton, ‘who :rétired earlier ‘this
7] 44, confirmed Year as president of FOP Lodge 6. Den--

night, Baird’s wife Mary, ) A CBE, :
- that it was her husband who told Sny- ton, who has said he is considering run:

der, R-4th Districi, about the "alleged ning for Jefferson pounty' sheriff, said
gmmmmwmmmmmmammmﬁmuumhwm-
shot to death in Memphis, Tenn,, in thmg about it . ..« I was quite surprised
1968. BRI F a6 that it was in Louisville.” s .o

) Former Chief iof Detectives Priest

ther, except to say that her husband is FI% another of  those dbparently re.
out of town and unavailable to news- ferred to in Baird’s letter, said last
men. S tag P, ¢ yhight that he “knew 'of” Baird, but nev-

- Baird feportedly élaimed he was'ofi ‘er heard anything about the alleged plot

fered $500,000 to kill King, and said the 1O assassinale King. e
conspiracy involved FBI agents and oth. Cgrren_gg,ouxsvllle' Police Chief John,
er - Louisville policcmen. According to Nevin saif the .department has not re-
Snyder, the offer to Baird was made in ceived any official communications from
Baird’s car, which was equipped with a the congressional committee investigat-
nes e ' - * ing King's assassination. N 1
= Nevin said he may have known Baird;*
“but he “didn’t know him very well. Of
.course we were from different genera.
:tions. . . , My first reaction to the thing
.was that it was preposterous.”

~ .C.J. Hyde, a longtime Louisville po- .
Yiceman who became chief in 1968, said
he remembers Baird as “a very fine po-
Jice officer. . . . He was a tall, heavyset
“fellow who wasn't afraid of man or_
beast. 1 was going. on a job and ex-

#M_;trouble, I'd want him with
_e-_-f'o "-1 e

. “t PRy
i

feste t 10

"Courier-J ourna’al" y
daily newspaper.

of general-
circulation,
Louisville,
Kentucky,

March 23, 1977

Aty 3
Mrs. Baird declined to comment fur-

i 18
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Husband Told Of King Plot .«

. (“:3\—,;)& THERNY 1( 5 .\ V"‘a TN *"guw’“& Bikasted - tn$ Sl i:!hs i

EL LOUISVILLE Ky. (AP)—The wue of a rettred
;apouceman confirmed Wednesday it was her hus-
Zband who told Rep. Gene Snyder (R-Ky.) of an
alleged plot by Federal Bureau of Investigation
L(FBI) agents and Loulsville Police officers to
. assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. .
i¥7+-Mary Baird, 44, said her husband, Clifton E
ﬁalrd a former Louisville police omcer, t.old
Bnyder ot the aueged plot : P )

Lwas made in a car by members of several mem-
:bers of the Louisville Police Department and
several FBI agents. A el TR A
"Mrs. Baird satd her husband retlred from the” )
al?t:lsg'lllle Police iDepzurl;ment. several years ago "Kentucky Enquirer",
i I 27 years service. . i ctiesiisipei i +
é; - “He told me about this when I first married daily new sSpaper 9f
Shim, seven years ago,” Mrs. Baird said in an’ general circulation,
!:)tervlew “I think he thought he wasn’t gomg to Covington, Kentucky,
- be belleved.” e il Sl March 24, 1977
) Snyder said the man told hlm he was offered ’
' $500,000 on two occasions to kill King, - * drfrariviy =
. Mrs. Baird said she believes one reason her
husband came forward with the allegation was
zbgcause “he wants to know why someone asked™
’ * him” to kill King, who was a.ssassmated in Mem- .
. phis, Tenn.,, in 1968. Xy
i,. “It sure has been on his mind Mrs Baird -
¥ sald. “He said it just got to botherlng him a
' ¥pat’s why he contacted Mr. Snyder.” . .
Her husband, before contacti Snyder, tol

{ ne of James Earl Ray's attorneys of the allegld’
t. Plot, she said. Mrs. Baird said her husband was
. “discouraged” after talking with the attorney.
. Rayis serving 99 years in prlson for the slaylng of
i Klng i 3

SNYDER WHO dlsclcsed last week that he
had heard from a man who claimed knowledge,
- ofa plot to kill King, refused to dlvulge the man s

Baird told his wife “he was otfered 3500 000 to

..J” King and “he didn't appreciate, it,” Mrs,
alrd sald. 4

e e, B L3 e e S e

19
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{tr FOB stands for Fratemal Orde of
‘Holice, a “collective bargaiting
panization for police officers.

. lh. Sayder said he could not divulge the

“names listed in the letter or the

{ identity of the man who contacted him.

' ; ‘““What I'm saymg." Snyder sajd, ‘s

lhose blanks need to be protected if

L'there’s nothing to this. And if it is an

é’ acéurate allegation that he’s made,

n the author of the letter needs to be
tected. The commxttee is

: estigating it. » . P B

Snyder said' the man "mdlcaﬁ‘sﬁ]

‘further in” the letter that after le
retired he contacted who he says is
James Earl Ray’s attorney.... .
. Ray is serving a life term in prison in
connectlon with the assassinaton of the

.;1ate civil rights worker who was slain

in Mempbhis, Tenn., in 1968. :
- Snyder said the former policeman’

i clalmed he was offered $500,000 on two
) occasnons tokillKing. . ,
“Richard "A. Sprague ' the .

"Phlladelphxa attorney who is chief

.counsel for the assassinations com-
.mittee, confirmed Snyder.had turned
over material containing’ the

-allpgation. | .. hoosl oedusotsd

eThe matter you refer (0 has been

referred to the committee and is under
investigation,” Sprague said.

Snyder said he would 'vote to con-~
tinue funds for the committee’s con-
tinued existence solely on the basis of

"The former policeman, ‘Snyder sald
tried to turn over a tape recording of

"the al®ged $500,000 offer. o ‘Ray’s
. attorneys but finally was asked by one

of the attorneys’ investigators “where
he planned to hide if he tned to do
anything with thetape.” . " °. [

Snyder, said he has dxscusggd the,

: allegatin with Rep. Samuel L. Devind
¢ of Ohio, the ranking minority member

'?of the committee. Devine, a forme!

T BT AR AV AT A PRSI {i

FBI agent, checked into the man’

. v"-:; background and found him to.be a ‘
“solid citizen,” Snyder said. -~

wk.r.bg

Snyder said the man told him the"f'
offers for him to kill King were made

the allegation brought to him. S - in his automobile, where he had a tape

recorder. Snyder quoted the man as
saying he had two tapes, one of whlch
was elther stolen or lost. ¥ "

EPRIET I Y SIS APV S S Sy

H ~?'

rr——— .
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“LOUISVILLE Ky. (AP)—
. Atty. George Long safis he
‘has told the Justice Department
«1bout an " allegation that
Louisville police and FBI
“agents conspired to assassinate
+Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
+.Long said Friday that the®
‘Justice Department hasn’t

Gene Snyder, RKy. s
~4Snyder said he was contacted
’ by a man who told him of a con-
spiracy. to kill the late civil

~

1?!

T éntf

murder ﬁtﬁﬁ'y

A bl ot

% said her husband told her
of/the alleged plot seven years
aflo, when they were marned
told Snyder, she said}
‘pecause he wanted “to kno
why someone asked him” to kill

King. It had been. “bothermg

him » she said.

Snyder said the man told hxm
he had contacted one of Ray’s
attorneys, who dismissed the
_allegation as untrue. Snyder.
however, said his impression of
the man led him to believe the
charge at least should be 'in-

“T would very much like to
have the information furnished
to us so we can ask some serious
questlons,*’ Nevin said. “Right
now, it is really most difficult to
deal with the situation, but I

Lcerfainly think before it's over
-.wel e going to have to look ini

it lloquestion ahoutit.” = 4|

"Sun -Democrat ",

da11y newspaper of

vestigated. Snyder said the man general circulation,

yightsleader. The man alleged,

-Snyder said, that six members
of the Louisville Police Depart-

ment and several FBI age S
\ were involved. - - 7

= Snyder has refused to dwul

the man’s name. However, Th

‘K tucky Post reported that

on Baird, 50, a retired

Loujsville pohceman made the

allejyations, and his wife Mary,

44 confirmed it. “

i, Balrd has not been available

for comment since his wife con-_
firmed he told Snyder of the
alleged plot.

Snyder, who still refuses to
identify the person who con-
tacted him, said he talked with
the man “face to face.” The
congressman quoted.the man as
saying he was offered $500,000
to kill King, assassinated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. James
Earl Ray is serving 99 years in
prison for the murder of King.

Mrs. Baird said her husband
is a security guard, that he
retired from the police depart-
ment after 27 years service and
that he is out of town on &n
assignment. She has refused \o
elab\\rate.

ML

" was “rational” and that the FBI
considered him a “solid cmzen
AUETERS ) (SR L "v
. The man told Snyder that he
tape-recorded the allhged offe
hich he said wasc h o i “
r, the congressm‘ n sald
Spyder also said the tape hag
en turaed over to the House
S'e!ect Committee on Assassina-
tions, along with a letter"from
the man in which names of
policemen and FBI agents
allegedly involved were listed.
.. Snyder said he listened to a
copy of the tape but that most of
it was inaudible. However, he
sajid he heard enough to
-eglablish it had something to do
‘with King and money.
- Bnyder said, additionally,
t he changed his mind about
‘extending funding for the con\
.mittee on the basis of his cory

‘versatlon withtheman. - ' .

Louisville Police Chief John
Nevin said his department
would not know where to begin
an investigation but. that he

‘would like to be stipplied with

any information the House com-
mittee has on the alleged in-

! volvement by Louisville police.

Paducah, Kentucky,

March 27, 1977
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Fe Scnpps-Howard Staff Writers .
".~. LOUISVILLE, KY.—They are almost

.all in their 60s now, graying and potbel-

lied, leisurely workmg part-time retire-
1, ment jobs after lifelong police careers-
And unti] last week, they must have

2.

"felt that their glory days, and the excite-

. ment of police work, were behind them.
" Now they have been named as part of
a 1965 plot to kill the late Marttn Luther
ng Jr. . "
They maintain they know nothmg of
the charges leveled against them by
another former Louisville cop. They won-

..der why a man they recall fondly would:

secretly accuse them to investigators for
the House Assassinations Committee.
;7% But slowly they are finding out that
e charges of retired Louisville patrol-
man Clifton E. Baird—that they offered
-him $500,000 to kill King—have caught

-them in the rapidly closmg vise of con-_

gressxonal politics.
BAIRD'S ACCUSATIONS, contained
‘- in a still-secret letter to the House com-
"mittee. are being used by mermbers of the
beleaguered panel as a lever to pry

approval for another year's continuation'

from a reluctant House.

Approval of a new budget of $2.7 mxl—
lion is expected tomorrow, following com-
‘'mittee leaks outlining Baird's charges
and a 14-page preliminary committee
report claiming new leads in the murders
:f ng m 1968 and President Kennedy in

963 - - i A3 -q e . -

Scnpps-Howard News Servxce has‘ i

- identified and interviewed four of the six
- Louisville policemen named in Baird's
“letter—and they categoncally deny hls
charges .

| -.One of Baird's" former commandmg
ofﬁcers recalled Baird warmly, and then
exploded when a reporter told him the
contents of the secret letter.

P -\-7}'&‘

‘Deny they were

.-...... R

TETR F i W ,.: l*):"-f“{"' T8l AL9SE AT e

" *TT'S PREPOSTEROQUS," .he said of
Baird's claim that six local lawmen and
three FBI agents planned to kill King dur-

«ing a period of open-housing tension here.

"It's so preposterous that xt's ridicu-
lous. I just can't belxeve lt . He's
wrong," he said. | . P .

‘A second called- Baxrd's charges "sxlly
and stupid,” and offered to take a lie
detector test. ; )

He added,"If he's aceusmg me, he's-

L~ LY st
.‘.a"" N

.an out-andout liar." Ny

A third, the only one of the four sull
on the Louisville police force, also offered
to take a lie test and said he_ intends to

- deny the charges under oath to the House

committee. N N7 L o
. Another rettred lawman—a rankmg

officer attached to the same Idistrict as

Baird and the rest of the policemen
named in the letter—took a more spft-
spoken appr¥zgeh to his denials.. .
" ot's kind of weird to me," he sald
"But I really can't help you.~All T know
about it is what I have read in the news-
papers.” R I ACIS § EEPN

PR

lndmdually, they all\r'axsetl.t.he eame ’

pnvate uestions about Baird's charges
~ IEY ASK, did Baird Temain
silent about the alleged murder plan for
almost 12 years—and for-two years fol-
lowing his retirement after an unblemish-
ed 27-year career as a polxceman? o
Where .would they—even: with the
connivance of the FBI-have' come. up
with $500,000 to pay a gunman?' o
And, they ask, if the FBI was mvolv-
ed—with all the sophlstxcated ‘equipment
atits dlsposal—why would they have set-
tled on 'an’ insignificant patrolman, not
highly regarded as a marksman, as the .
triggerman? ' R e eer
Baird, now. a Pinkerton's securlty
guard here, has disappeared since mak-
ing the charges. Reporters have been
unable to find him and committee sources,
refuse to say whether he is being held
under protective custody. .

Ray cooperohng._Ja‘mes Earl
Ray gave staff members ‘of the House

22

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

e patep: S Ainm g e e A s A S 4 @ oo

L A e enTeuey \,- —v,u Rl

@w% of l(mg pl@t

el

- B S T VR . ey R AT
Assassmatlons Commtttee information

yesterday which his lawyer ‘said could
_identify the shadowy "Raoul" in the > Mar-
 tin Luther King Jr. assassination.

« Chief counsel Richard Sprague and
. three other committee investigators spent
;28I hours with Ray, King's convicted
assassin, _at Brushy Mountain State

. Pnson in 'I‘ennessee

Sprague refused oomment mwhat

.Ray told the investigators. . “i~7:

Among the information Ray provxded
the committee or made available ugh
his previous. lawyers, his attorn 3{,, said,

.were travel dates and motel - odgmg
' pecords documenting his own moveshents-
. as well as telephone numbers Ray claim-

. ed to have .used to contact Raoul la mys-

terious figure Ray has blamed for the
Kingmurder. - . -, . ,-

. Ray, serving a 99-year pnson sen-
".tence for the King assassination, is hop-
ing to gain a new trial by oooperatmg
mth the commmee :

L A

"Kentucky Post",
daily neyspaper of
general circulation,
Covington, Kentucky
March 29, 1977




ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

On March 25, 1977, Robert L. Keuch, Deputy Assistant
Attorney General, Criminal DPivision, United States Department
of Justice, Washington, D. C., who has been appointed Special
Counsel for the Department of Justice in matters concerning
the HSCA, advised that the Attorney General had authorized
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) interview of Clifton E.
Baird, previously identified in newspaper articles contained
herein, in the presence of an Assistant United States Attorney
(AUSA), Louisville, Kentucky, concerning all details of Baird's
recent reported allegation that he had received an offer from
FBI Agents and police officers to assassinate Martin Luther
King, Jr. for $500 000.00.

On March 26, 1977, an attempt was made to interview
Cllfton E. Baird, 7813 Edsel Lane, Louisville, Kentucky,
concerning all detalls of recent reported allegation. Inquiry
at the Baird residence by Special Agents of the FBI, accompanied
by AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr., on March 26, 1977, revealed
that Clifton E. Baird was out of town at an undisclosed
location in Kentucky where, according to Baird's wife, Mary
Baird, the former was on special assignment in connection with
his employment with Pinkerton, Inc. Detective Agency, 510 West
Broadway, Louisville, Kentucky. Mary Baird declined to
furnish information concerning Baird's specific location since
Baird was working on special assignment  involving twelve hour
shifts and interview of Baird while so employed could possibly
jeopardize his job and cause him embarrassment inasmuch as his
co-worker on that assignment had no knowledge of Baird's
recent allegation. Mary Baird indicated that her husband would
not return to Louisville, Kentucky, until the morning of
March 29, 1977, at which time she would ask Baird to contact
the FBI Louisville Office or United States Attorney's Office,
Louisville, Kentucky.

Mary Baird advised that she had no personal knowledge
of the reported offer which apparently occurred sometime
in 1966 and that her husband had not revealed any pertinent
facts of the allegation to her. .Identities of the FBI Agents
and Louisville Police Department officers reportedly named
in her husband's letter to Representative M. G. (Gene) Snyder
were unknown to Mary Baird. :
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

According to Mary Baird, her husband, Clifton E.
Baird, was interviewed by the HSCA in Washington, D. C.
"several weeks ago", at which time a tape recording of the
alleged offer to kill Martin Luther King, Jr. and all other
pertinent data were provided committee members. Mary Baird
did not believe that a copy of the tape recording existed
and had no knowledge of any copy of the letter written by her
husband to Snyder which may have beeh retained by the former.

Mary Baird was of the opinion that Snyder publicized
receipt of the allegation in order to insure continued funding
of HSCA scheduled to expire March 31, 1977. Mary Baird had
no knowledge of how her husband's identity was '"leaked" to the
news media, noting that she has been harassed by the nevws
media both at home and her employment, Stockyards Bank,
Louisville, Kentucky, in an apparent effort to obtain
additional information regarding the allegation and arrange
an interview of her husband. As of March 26, 1977, no known
interview of Baird had been conducted by the news media.

Mary Baird assured Special Agents of the FBI and
AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr. that she would have her husband,
Clifton E. Baird, contact the FBI or the United States
Attorney's Office immediately upon his return to Louisville,
Kentucky. The necessity for immediate interview of Clifton
E. Baird was reiterated to Mary Baird and suitable
arrangements for same on oxy about March 29, 1977, were made.

On March 26, 1977, the above information was
furnished to United States Attorney George J. Long, Jr.,
Western Distriet of Kentucky, Louisville, Kentucky.

_  On March 29, 1977, the second attempt was made to
contact Clifton E,., Baird, 7813 Edsel Lane, Louisville,
Kentucky, for the purpose of arranging aisuitable interview
with Special Agents of the FBI in the presence of AUSA
Alexander T. Taft, Jr. Included herein as follows is a
summary of that contact:
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

3/30/77

Date of transcription

On March 29, 1977, at approximately 7:28 PM,
Special Agents EDMUND V. ARMENTO and CHRIS R, HOEHIE arrived
at the residence of CLIFTON E. BAIRD, 7813 Edsel Lane,
Louisville, Kentucky, for the specific purpose of contacting
BAIRD in an effort to arrange a suitable interview of BAIRD
with Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) in the presence of Assistant United States Attorney
- (AUSA) ALEXANDER T. TAFT, JR. in connection with an allegation
of an offer reportedly made to BAIRD by unnamed FBI Agents
during 1966 to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, Contact
was made inasmuch as BAIRD had failed to initiate contact with
the FBI or the United States Attorney's Office on March 29,
1977, as had been requested of his wife, MARY BAIRD, during
previous contact on March 26, 1977, .

Upon arrival at the BAIRD residence, MARY BAIRD
answered the doorbell, at which time Special Agents immediately
identified themselves and displayed their credentials, MARY
BAIRD acknowledged that she recognized both Special Agents
from previous contact with same on March 26, 1977, however,
requested that Special Agents speak with her outside her
residence. Interviewing Agents requested entrance into her
residence for privacy reasons inasmuch as neighbors were
sitting on front porches in close proximity to BAIRD residence
and would be able to overhear all conversation., Entrance into
residence was granted by MARY BAIRD following the above request.
Upon entering the residence, MARY BAIRD was asked if she had been
in contact with her husband, CLIFTON E, BAIRD, to which she
replied that her husband was in fact present at the residence.

CLIFTON E, BAIRD entered the living room of the
BAIRD residence, at which time Special Agents attempted to
identify themselves with credentials in the presence of
BAIRD's wife and explain the purpose of the contact. CLIFTON
E. BAIRD exclaimed that he knew who the Special Agents were,
refused to shake hands or look at the credentials. BAIRD
stated, "I know who you are.', not giving the interviewing
Agents opportunity to explain the reason for instant contact,
BAIRD was immediately advised that the Attorney General of the
United States had specifically requested he be interviewed

Interviewed on 3/29/77 at Louisville y KentuCkl File # LS 44-947

SA CHRIS R. HOEHLE

o,____SA EDMUND V. ARMENTO/EVA/scs - | Dote dictored____ 3/30/77

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FB! and is loaned to your agency;

it ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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:””fconcerning allegations recently?revealed by BAIRD to United
. States Representative M. G;~ (GENE) SNYDER. .BAIRD blurted,

. "I have no statement to make,’ Just leave.", not allowing
‘3Tinterviewing Agents to complete statement.-,, ;sz‘ A

S BAIBD became visibly upset and his- eyes appeared .
glassy and moist, speaking abruptly and not allowing. 1nterviewing

>7'5gents to-.express themselves fully., While leaving residence ‘ﬁ4_91"

at the- Specific direction of BAIRD Special Agents again h*'*

'”fjarrange an- interview of BAIRD With Special Agents. of the FBI

};in the: presence of a representative -of the United ‘States .’ 35
}Attorney. "BAIRD- immediately’inquired as-to.the" 1dent1ty of &
;the- United _States ‘Attorney: and; when informed that the local

" United: States: ‘Attérney was- GEORGE - J.: 1ONG, JR., BAIRD exclaimedt':
. “Don't bring -that man out: here, I have no. use. for him, "?~“1 .

?_BAIRD further exclaimed, "I hiave received numerous. threats ;
- from:. the -FBIover. the last ten. years.'" and. "I have. nothing

7 7 to say." -BAIRD terminated ‘the contact by stating, "I'11.

"say it all to the House. Committee.? Immediately prior to”

( hiﬁtermination of" contact "BAIRD was" advised that if he’ possessed”_.

any evidence:- of misconduct on the part of “any ¥FBI Agent, he

" ‘should-immediately bring Same to'the attention. of the’ Attoxney

- General of -thé United :States. . Contact was terminated at 7: 32 PM‘"M

Y "::and Special Agents 1mmediate1y departed the area of the.

DRI
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On March 29, 1977, AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr.
was advised of the results of the contact with Clifton E.
Baird by Special Agents of the FBI on the evening of March
29, 1977. ‘
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