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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of tronscription 8-21-78

: WILLIAM HENRY CAMPBELL, 1706 Kensington Drive,
Ocean Springs, Mississippi, was advised of the identity

of the interviewing Agent and the nature of the interview,
CAMPBELL stated that he is the general superintendent of
Gulf South Construction Company, Ocean Springs, Mississippi.

CAMPBELL stated that he does know BILL WILSON
and that BILL WILSON had worked for him at Gulf South
Construction Company as a carpenter for approximately
two weeks in July. He stated that WISON worked
directly under him, CAMPBELL, but that WILSON quit
after two weeks because he wanted more money and
CAMPBELL was not able to pay him more.

He stated that WILSON was a relatively quiet
person who did not brag or talk about anything concerning
violence or notoriety and did not appear to have any
racial problems,

CAMPBELL made available the following application
for employment concerning BILL WILSON: :

Interviewed on _8=19=78 o_Ocean Springs, Mississippj, ;  Jackson 62-544

by -SA HARRY H. CARPENTER/kbn o Dute dictateq . 8=21=78

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

GPO : 1875 O - 586-118
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JN 62-544
/blc
1

AT VETERANS ADMINISTRATION CENTER, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI

On August 21, 1978, Mrs, INGRID SAMPSON, Medical
Administration Division, Veterans Administration Center,
Gulfport, Mississippi, advised SC(S) BETTY LOU CLARK she
could locate no record indicating that BURGESS AUDIE WILSON,
JR., had ever received treatment at the Gulfport or Biloxi,
Mississippi, Veterans Administration Centers.

AT KEESLER AIR FORCE BASE, BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI

On August 21, 1978, Airman First Class SUSAN DRENNON,
Clerk, Registrar's Office, Keesler Medical Center, Keesler Air
Force Base, Biloxi, Mississippi, advised SA EDGAR L. O'NEILL,
JR. that there was no record in the in-patient records or out-
patient records that BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR. had ever received
treatment there.

She stated that if a patient is treated for routine
physical examination and is not again seen for a period of two

years, all medical records are thereafter transmitted to U. S.
Air Force Medical Records Center, St. Louis, Missouri.
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2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 62-544
BWW/1rm
1
 The following investigation was conducted by SA
BRENT W.. WARBERG at Columbus, Mississippi:

PARKER W. NEELY, 1814 Short Main Street, Columbus,
Mississippi, advised he did business until 1976 as the
Box 4-N Gun Shop. His business concerned gunsmithing.
NEELY's records reflect on July 17, 1975, B. A. WILSON, JR.,
Starkville, Mississippi, brought in an Arisaka 25 caliber
rifle, which rifle was a Japanese military type with the
serial number obliterated. The rifle was a long barrel
model,  NEELY redid the stock and action. The gun was in
working order when he got it, The gun was picked up on
December 9, 1975. NEELY advised all other records regarding
the gun were destroyed; however, he does recall the subject
as he sold the subgect a Colt Diamondback 38 revolver, two
inch barrel, for which the subject still owes him. NEELY
stated he determined later the subject was arrested somewhere
in west Texas and this rewolver was confiscated. NEELY could
provide no other information regarding the subject or his
activities, NEELY did recall the subject stated he obtained
the rifle from some individual in Tupelo, Mississippi, name
unrecalled.
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JN 62-544

The following investigation was conducted by
SA K, P. WHITE-SPUNNER, JR., of the Jackson Office of the
FBI::

~ On August 23, 1978, Sergeant LAURA MIZE, Desk
Sergeant, Ocean Springs, Mississippi, Police Department,
advised that Deputy (FIRST NAME UNKNOWN) REYUN, of the Comal
County, Texas, Sheriff's Department had arrived at the
Ocean Springs Police Department early that morning to pick
up prisoner BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR. Desk Sergeant MIZE
advised that Deguty REYUN departmd Ocean Springs at
approximately 10:00 AM, that date, with WILSON en route to
New Braunfels, Texas.

54%
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FORTH INTERVIEW OF BETTY LOU WADE IN WHICH SHE INDICATED

BURGESS AU IE W B.SON, JR., WAS "COMMITTED TO A HOSPITAL AT

NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, IN 1974 - 1975 FOR HIS UNSTABLE MENTAL CONDITION"
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PAGE TWO (SA 44-1242) UNCLAS E F T 0

THE .COMAL COUNTY JAIL ON THE FOLLOVING OCCASIONS: ARREST NUMBER
AB491, MARCH 1, 1976, THEFT OVER $200 AND UNDER $18,000, ADDRESS
401 FIFTH STREET, SOUTH COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, PLED GUILTY AND
WAS SENTENCED TO EIGHT YEARS IN THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF

CORRECT IONS, HOWEVER, SENTENCE PROBATED FOR EIGHT YEARS,

ARREST NUMBER 8942, JUNE 8, 1976, FOR VIOLATION OF PROBATION.
ARREST NUMBER A9636, NOVEMBER 21, 1976, ON A CAPIAS FOR VIOLATION
OF PROBATION AT WKICH TIME HIS ADDRESS WaS LISTED aS ROUTE 4,
BOX 6286, CANON LAKE, TEXAS. ARREST NUMBER A18576 ON JULY I3,
1977, FOR VIOLATION OF PROBATION.

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, HAZEL KUHN, DISTRICT CLERK'S OFFICE,
STATE DISTRICT COURT, COMAL COUNTY, NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, MADE
AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW RECORDS OF THE COMAL COUNTY DISTRICT COURT.
A REVIEW OF THESE RECORDS REVEALED THAT ON SEPTEMBER 3, 1974,
WILSON WAS INICTED BY GRAND JURY FOR THEFT OVER $2060, A COLOR
TV SET BEING THE PROPERTY OF DOROTHY E. WIMBERLY. ARREST WARRANT
WAS SERVED ON SEPTEMBER 28, 1974, IN BAXTER COUNTY, ARKANSAS,
(MOUNTAIN HOME). WILSON WAIVED EXTRADITION AND RESTITUTION
WAS MADE. CHARGE WAS FORMALLY DISMISSED ON MARCH 38, 1976,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE (SA 44-1242) UNCLAS E F T O

ON FEBRUARY 7, 1975, INFORMATION WaS FILED IN COMAL
COUNTY DISTRICT COURT CHARGING WILSON WITH THEFT BY CHECK.
A CAPIAS WAS ISSUED ON FEBRUARY 7, 1975. WILSON, AKA WILLIAM
WILSON, HIGHWAY 5, MOUNTAIN HOME, ARKANSAS, WAS DOING BUSINESS
AS OZARK JEWELRY AND WATCH REPAIR, THE CHARGE WAS SUBSEQUENTLY
DISMISSED ON DECEMBER 22, 1977. '

ON AUGUST 7, 1974, WILSON WAS INDICTED FOR THEFT OF
OVER $20@ AND UNDER $10,000, WILSON SUBSEQUENTLY PLED GUILTY
TO CHARGES AND PLACED ON EIGHT YEARS PROBATION, AS OF MARCH,
1976, WILSON ALSO HAD CAUSE NUMBER 21-797 PEMDING IN THE 18TH
JWDICIAL DISTRICT COURT, JOHNSON COUNTY, TEXAS, FOR CRIMINAL
NON- SUPPORT AND A CASE PENDING IN OKTIBBEHA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI,
FOR FRAW BY FALSE PRETENSES.

HIS SPOUSE AT THAT TIME WAS LISTED AS PATRICIA WILSON,
183 KATHERINE DRIVE, STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, WLSON WaS
SUBSEQUENTLY ARRESTED FOR VIOLATION OF PROBATION ON JUNE 8, 1976,
NOVEMBER 20, 1976, JULY 9, 1977, AND JULY 13, 1977, WILSON
WAS RELEASED FOLLOWING EACH OF THESE CHARGES AND PROBATION
CONT INUED. "

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FOUR (SA 44-1242) UNCLAS E F T O |
ON APRIL 22, 1974, BETTY LOU WILSON FILED PETITION FOR
DIVORCE IN COMAL COUNTY DISTRICT COURT SEEKING TO DISSOLVE
HER MARRIAGE TO BURGESS A. WILSON, THE PETITION LISTED A SON
MARK ANTHONY WILSON, BORN [ M MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE.
A CROSS PETITION FILED EY WILSON INDICATED THEY WERE
ORIGINALLY MARRIED ON DECEMBER 13, 1948, AND DIVORCED oN
AUGUST 28, 1966, IN MEMPMIS, TENNESSEE., THEY REMARRIED ON
FEBRUARY 28, 1967, AND SEPARATED ON MARCH 28, 1974, A DECREE
OF DIVORCE WAS ENTERED ON JUNE 27, 1974, GRANTING CUSTODY OF
MARK ANTHONY WILSON TO BETTY LOU WILSON AND REQUIRING BURGESS A,
WILEON TO PAY CHILD SUPPORT, A‘ MOTION FOR CONTEMPT WAS FILED
ON AUGUST 19, 1974, AS WILSON wAS IN ARREARS IN CHILD SUPPORT
PAYMENTS. THE COURT HAS BEEN UNABLE iJNTIL THIS TIME TO LOCATE
WILSON FOR THE PURPOSE OF SERVING NECESSARY PAPERS,

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, FRANK ALLEN, PROBATION OFFICER, COMAL
COUNTY, TEXAS, ADVISED THAT BURGESS WILSON WwaAS REFERRED TO HIS
OFFICE FOR PRESENTENCE INVESTIGATION, ALLEN ADVISED THAT AS
A RESIWLT OF HIS PRESENTENCE INVESTIGATION HE REPORTED THAT
THE CHANCES OF SUCCESSFUL PROBATION BY WILSON WOULD BE POOR,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE SIX (SA 44-1242) UNCLAS E F T O
SEVERE CHEST PAINS AND NUMBNESS IN THE RIGHT ARM. HE HaD AN
ABNOR AL ELECTROCARDIOGRAM AND WAS TREATED FOR CORONARY OCCLUSION,
THE FOLLOWING DAY THE PAIN DISAPPEARED AND THE ELECTROCARDIOGR AM
WAS NORMAL. WILSON LEFT THE HOSPITAL AGAINST MEDICAL ADVICE
ON MAY 24, 1974,

WILSON WAS AGAIN ADMITTED TO THE HOSPITAL ON MAY 28, 1974,
FOR A POSSIBLE RATTLESNAKE BITE. NO FANG MARKS WERE LOCATED
HOWEVER, THERE WAS A SLIGHTLY RAISED SCRATCHED AREA ON HIS LEFT
WRIST. SUCTION WAS APPLIED, HOWEVER, NO VENOM WAS LOCATED.
HE WAS DISCHARGED ON MAY 38, 1974,

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, HAZEL KUHN, SUPRA, ADVISED THAT ON
THE DAY WILSON WAS SCHEDULED TO APPEAR IN COMAL COUNTY D ISTRICT
COURT IN CONNECTION WITH HIS DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS HE WAS ADMITTED
TO THE MCKENNA MEMORIAL HOSPITAL FOR AN "ALLEGED" RATTLESNAKE
BITE. HIS ATTORNEY, IRVIN BOARNET OF NEW BRAUNFELS, WITHDREW
FROM THE CASE FOLLOWING THIS INCIDENT,

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, MARGI MARTIN, VA HOSPITAL, SAN ANTONIO,
TEXAS, ADVISED THAT WILSON WAS TREATED AS AN IN-PATIENT FROM
JUNE 27, 1976, TO JUNE 29, 1976, FOR INSECT BITES. HE WAS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE SEVEN (SA 44-1242) UNCLAS E F T 0
TREATED AS AN OUT-PATIENT ON AUGUST 4, 1976, FOR A LIME BURN ON
WIS LEFT FOOT AND ON DECEMBER 11 AN 14, 1976, FOR A SWOLLEN
LEFT ELBOW.

REPRESENTATIVE OF COMAL COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE DEPARTED
NEV BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, ON AUGUST 22, 1978, FOR THE PURPOSE
OF RETURNING WILSON TO MEW BRAUNFELS, HE IS EXPECTED TO RETURN
ON OR BEFORE AUGUST 25, 1978,

REPORT FOLLOWS.
BT

FOR ANY CORRECTIONS OR CORRECTIONS PLS CONTACT SAN ANTONIO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ATTENT ION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, ROOM, JEH

RE: MEMPHIS TEL TO THE BUREAU, 8/19/78,

ON 8/19/78, DEBRA ANN JONES, LOT 106, 2628 NEWBERG ROAD , N
BEL VIDERE, ILLINOIS, ADVISED SHE IS THE DAUGHTER OF BURGESS
AWIE WILSON AND LIVED IN KANSAS CITY, MO., FROM 1964 TO
SEPTEMBER, 1968, SHE WAS A SENIOR IN HIGH SCHOOL IN 1968 AND
RECEIVED A 1965 WHITE MUSTANG FROM HER FATHER AS A GRADUAT ION
PRESENT, SHE STATED SHE WAS IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE WITH HER
NQTHER vxsxrxne HER MATERNAL GRANDFATHER WHO WAS IN BAPTIST

HOSPITAL AFTER SUFFER IW RT % F%r/ ém}i_

KING MURDER, SHE AND HER MOTHER FLEW KANSA %
MEMPHIS ON UNRECALLED AIBL IN%D STAYED THREE OR FOUR DAYS. Sl _J
| CUR Ew RESTR ICTIONS WHILE IN MEMPHIS, HER FATHER

B e S R A
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PAGE TW® . O 44-111 ~ UNCLAS EFTO
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wHO WAS A FL IGHT ENGINEER ON A C-124 AND STATIONED AT RICHARDS |
GABO(R AIR FORCE BASE REMAINED IN KANSAS CITY WITH HER TWO
BROTHERS, STEPHEN AND MARK WILSON, AGES FOURTEEN AND TEN,
SHE STATED SHE DEFINITELY DID NOT TRAVEL TO MEMPHIS IN
THE MUSTANG AND NEVER MADE ANY TRIPS IN IT WITH HER FATHER.
SHE STATED THE CAR WAS IN VERY POOR CONDITION AND COULD NOT
MAKE IT TO MEMPHIS.
SHE RECALLED THAT WHILE IN MEMPHIS HER MOTHER CALLED
KANSAS CITY AT LEAST TWO TIMES AND TALKED TO HER FATHER.
 SHE STATED SHE HAS NOT SEEN HER FATHER IN FIVE YEARS, BUT
ME CALLS HER FREQUENTLY. SHE RECEIVED A CALL LAST SATURDAY
MORNING AT WHICH TIME HE SOUNDED SOBER. ON THIS OCCASION THEY
HAD A GENERAL CONVERSATION. HE CALLED HER AGAIN ON THURSDAY NIGHT
AND WAS OBVIOUSLY INTOXICATED. ON THIS OCCASION HER FATHER TOLD HER
THE FBI WAS GOING TO PUT HIM IN JAIL FOR THE MURDER OF KING AND ALSO
TOLD HER THE FBI HAD GIVEN HIM A POLYGRAPH TEST. HE ALSO TOLD HER
" SHE WOWLD BE CONTACTED BY THE FBI AND TOLD HER TO SAY NOTHING.
SHE ADVISED HER FATHER IS INTOXICATED MOST OF THE TIMES HE
CALLS HER AND SHE FEELS HE DEFINITELY HAS MENTAL PROBLEMS. SHE
KNOWS OF NO PHYCHIATRIC TREATMENT, BUT FEELS HE NEEDS IT BADLY.
HER MOTHER, BETTY L. (MRS. KEITH W.D.) WADE RESIDES AT 233

e AR R
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PAGE.THSEE - 3 44-1'14 UNCLAS EFTO
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SMITK SI,, BARLESEN, TEXAS AND HAS TELEPHONE B17-295-2200. |
HER TWO BROTHERS LIVE IN THE SAME AREA. HER FATHER HAS A SISTER,
LEIDA MC GAKEY, 2002 E. 8TH ST., COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, TELEPHONE
681-327-1141, WHO USUALLY KNOWS HIS WHEREABOUTS. |

SHE STATED HER FATHER NEVER INDICATES WHERE HE IS CALLING
FROM AND HAS MOVED AROUND A GREAT DEAL SINCE HIS DIVORCE FOUR
AND ONE HALF YEARS AGO AT FORT WORTH, TEXAS. HE WAS ARRESTED
AROUND THAT TIME AT BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS  WHILE INTOXICATED
IN A BAR AND AFTER HAVING MADE THREATS TO KILL HIS WIFE. POLICE
FOWD A RIFLE IN HIS CAR. | i | |

SHE STATED HER FATHER WAS CONGENIAL WHEN SOBER, BUT WHEN DRINKING
" HE WAS MEAN AND OFTEN HIT HIS WIFE. ALTHOUGH HE WAS BIGOTED, SHE
IS SURE HE DID NOT KILL KING AND WAS NOT IN MEMPHIS AT THE TIME
OF THE KING MURDER. |
BT

58SSSS
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PAGEYTWO, OC 44—sgs.uméws EFTO
TIME IN THE AIR FORCE RESERVES, RICHARDS GEISUR, EMPLOYED AS
A CIVIL SERVICE EMPLOYEE.

WILSON ALSO STATED THAT AT THE TIME OF KING'S DEATH
HE HAD OWNED A RED AND WHITE BONANZA AIRPLANE, REG, NO, 34L,
AND A CESSNA 310 TWIN ENGINE BLUE AND WHITE AIRCRAFT. WILSON
PROVIDED THE IDENTITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL FROM WHOM HE HAD
PURCHASED ONE OF THESE PLANES, THE BONANZA, AS BEING (FNU)
FISHER .

RETEL REQUESTED OKLA. CITY AT THE FEDERAL AVIATION
AERONAUTICAL (FAA) CENTER PERFORM A COMPLETE TITLF SFARCH
FOR REG. NO., 34L. ADDITIONALLY, DETERMINE CURRENT OWNER
AN SET OUT LEADS TO APPROPRIATE FIFLD OFFICES TO CONTACT
O/ NER FOR REVIEW OF PLANE LOG BOOK WHICH SHOULD REVEAL
DISPOSITION OF PLANE DURING PERIOD IN QUESTION,

INVESTIGATION AUGUST 22, 1978, BY OKLAHOMA CITY DIVISION
AT THE FAA AERONAUTICAL CENTER IDENTIFIES FAA REG. NO, 34L
AS A DEREGISTERED NO. AS OF 1962. NUMBER PREVIOUSLY ASSIGNED
TO A BEECH E-18-5 (TWIN ENGINE), SFRIAL NO. BA-73. ALC RECORDS
IN STORAGE AT THE FEDERAL RECORDS CENTER (FCR), FORT WORTH,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE, 0C .44-686, UNCLAS EFTO

‘TEXAS UNDER ACCESSION NUMBER 63-H-496, LOC. 2080 344, ROX |,
DALLAS AT FORT WORTH, TEXAS. WILL CONTACT FRC AND

REVIEW RECORD.

BT

2351525 HQ 1
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MEMPHIS (44-1987) PRIORITY

BT QR Sl
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URKIN; 0O: MEMPHIS.

RE OKLAHOMA CITY TELETYPE TO DALLAS, AUGUST 23, 1978,

FOR INFORMATION OF RECEIVING OFFICES, REFERENCED TELETYPE p
REQUESTED DALLAS TO CONUCT TITLE SEARCH RE BONANZA AIRCRAFT, ‘4“
REGISTRAT ION NUMBER 34L, REPORTEDLY OWNED BY BURGESS AUDIE
WILSON, ' |

A REVIEW OF RECORDS AT TME FEDERAL RECORDS CENTER (FRC)

REFLECTS REGISTRATION NUMBER N34L WAS ASSIGNED TO A TWIN ENGINE

BEACH CRAFT IN CONTRAST TO A SINGLE ENGINE BEACH BONANZA.
THIS AIRCRAFT WAS ORIGINALLY IMPORTED INTO SWITZERLAND

WP meays/ - T L5 @%
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_ PAGE TWO DL 44-2649‘T WcLAS

SOME T IME AROUND 1950, THE AIRCRAFT WAS SUBSEQUENTLY BROUGHT
BACK INTO THE UNITED STATES IN 1956, AT WHICH TIME IT RECEIVED
THE REGISTRATION NUMBER N34L. IN 1959 THE OWNER, MR. LEAR, SR.,
OF LEAR, INC, SUBSEQUENTLY TOOK THE AIRCRAFT BACK TO SWITZERLAND
AND SOLD IT TO AN ITALIAN CORPORATION IN 1962, APPARENTLY, FOR
INSURANCE PLRPOSES, THE AMERICAN REGISTRATION NUMBER, N34L, WAS
REQUESTED TO BE DEREGISTERED IN THE UNITED STATES, WHICH IT was
ON JILY 27, 1962,

THERE IS NO INFORMATION IN THE FILES REGARDING A SINGLE
ENGINE BONANZA, BURGESS AWDIE WILSON, OR ANY PREVIOUS OWNER WITH
LAST NAME FISHER.

JERRY PACE, SECURITY, SOUTHWESTERN REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS,
FAA, FORT WORTH, TEXAS, ADVISED HE TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED Fap,
OKLAHOMA CITY, AND DETERMINED REGISTRATION NUMBER N34L HAS BEEN
UNASSIGNED SINCE 1962, PACE ALSO STATED A REVIEW OF THE 1963,
1968 AND 1969 UNITED STATES CIVIL AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION BOOKS
FAILED TO REFLECT THIS REGISTRATION NUMBER.

JACKSON WILL RE-INTERVIEW BURGESS AUDIE WILSON RE CORRECT
REGISTRATION NUMBER OF BONANZA AIRCRAFT HE CLAIMED HE OWNED AT
THE TIME OF KING'S DEATH.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE DL 44-2649 UNCLAS
FOR INFORMATION OF RECEIVING OFFICES, IT IS NOTED WILSON

GAVE THE REGISTRATION NUMBER OF HIS AIRCRAFT AS 34L. ALL UNITED

STATES AIRCRAFT BEAR THE PREFIX "N* BEFORE THE REGISTRATION NUMBER,
DALLAS WILL SUBMIT RUC REPORT. |

BT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FM  KANSAS CITY (44-760) P cnuaumcmciei SEE‘?TIGN :E;'hﬁ;:ts.p"_'
) Ment.
TO DIRECFOR (44-38861) (IMMED IATE) g
- o ¢ ublic Affs. Off.
| ﬁw4>,/ﬁ HIS (44-1987-SUB M) (IMMED IATE) / | iﬁgﬁyfggy
BT

UNCLASE FTO

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, ROOM 8988 JEH ¢>9”4n¥;:;::;“/
FURKIN

OO0 sMEMPHIS

RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE TO D IRECTOR AND KANSAS CITY,
8/21/783 MEMPHIS TELEPHONE CALL TO KANSAS CITY, 8/21/78;

JACKSON TELETYPE TO D IRECTOR, KANSAS CITY AND MEMPHIS, <E;;é%z;,)
8/20/783 KANSAS CITY TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR, AND MEMPHIS,
8/24/18,

THE FOLLOWING IS AN UPDATED SUMMARY OF THE INVESTIGATION
CONDUCTED TO RESOLVE THE ALLEGAT ION BY BURGESS AUDIE WILSON

_ THAT HE ASSASSINATED MART IN LUTHER KINGi JR. AND TO DETERMINE
THE WHEREABOUTS OF WILSON ON APRIL 4, 1968,

REC-24 §/¢/ 295G/~ & rQ 7é

EX-12§ “-——;
B3 SEP 25 1978
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PAGE TWO ~KC 44-760 UNCLAS

A CREDIT CHECK OF WILSON WAS PERFORMED AT THE CREDIT
'BUREAU OF THE GREATER KANSAS CITY AREA, 986 GRAND, KANSAS
CITY, MISSOURI, ON 8/24/78. CRED IT BUREAU INDICATED THAT

THERE IS NO RECORD OF CRED 1T REGARD ING WILSON, CREDIT BUREAU
- ALSO INDICATED THAT THEIR RECORD S ARE DESTROYED IF THERE ARE

NO TRANSACTIONS FOR THE PAST 3 TO 4 YEARS,

THE WHITE MALE ITAL IAN THAT WILSON CLAIMS HE MET IN THE

'LATE {9625, WHO OPERATED A JEWELRY TRADE SHOP ON WALNUT
STREET IN KANSAS CITY, IS TENTAT IVELY IDENTIFIED AS ROBERT
JOSEPH SEREDICH, DESCRIBED AS A WHITE MALE, DOB | |
6'1", 265 POUNDS, BLUE EYES, BROWN HAIR, SSAN [ |,
FBI NO, 266276, REFERENCE WAS MADE TO THE WHITE MALE
ITALIAN IN MEMPHIS TELETYPE To DIRECTOR AND KANSAS CITY,
8/21/18.

ALSO IN REFERENCE TO SAME TELETYPE, THE INDIVIDUAL
WITH THE NAME OF MITCH (LNU) WHO WAS DESCRIBED AS BEING
APPROXIMATELY 5°* 18" TALL, 188 POUNDS, BLACK WAVY HAIR,
AND HAD SOME BUSINESS CONNECTIONS WITH A BONDING COMPANY,
IS TENTATIVELY IDENT IFIED AS MITCHELL ZAMMER DESCRIBED AS

A WHITE MALE, DOB [ BI No 759112,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE KC 44-76@ UNCLAS

BOTH OF THE INDIVIDALS NAMED ABOVE, ZAMMER AND SEREDICH
WERE PREVIOUS SUBJECTS OF INVESTIGATION BY THE KANSAS CITY
ORGANIZED CRIME SQUAD.

INFORMATION REGARD ING ZAMMER AND SERED ICH WAS OBTAINED
FROM LEON MEYERS OF MEYERS JEWELRY STORE, 1815 WALNUT,
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, TELEPHONE 842-5888, MEYERS INDICATED
THAT ZAMMER'S WIFE, DORIS, OWNS DORIS BONDING COMPANY, KANSAS
CITY, KANSAS. KANSAS CITY FBI RECORDS SHOW THAT ZAMMER WAS
ASSOCIATED DIRING 1962°S WITH BRUNO BONDING COMPANY, KANSAS
CITY, MISSORL

KANSAS CITY DIVISION AT KANSAS CITY WILL LOCATE
AND INTERVIEW ZAMMER AND SERED ICH REGARD ING BURGESS AUDIE
WILSON AND HIS ALLEGAT IONS THAT HE ASSASSINATED MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.
BT
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P

000542 54584577

RR HQ PG ME
DE 0C 28er76 05 2122 /
,,,‘ SBEoE L En ‘\\
R @19447Z SEP 78~ s 3 v O/
' 0f Iﬁyﬁﬁjsﬁa;{?ﬁ
F¥ OKLAHOMA TY (¢44-686) (P) COMHUNIDATIENS SECTY

NI

TO DIRECJOR, FBI (44-38861) ROUTINE
PITTSBURGH ROUTINE

MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) ROUT INE

(j CLAS

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT,
2T TN
fMUPKIN 100 - MEMPHIS
" RE KANSAS CITY TEL TO BUREAU, ETAL, SEPT, 1, 1978,
FOR THE INFORMAT ION OF PITT SBURGH, REFERENCED COMMUNICATION
REQUESTED RECORD REVIEW AT THE FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION,
(FAA) RECORDS CENTER, OKLA. CITY, OKLA, WITH REFERENCE TO

AIRCRAFT REGISTRY NUMBER N4434L, THE PURPOSE OF RECORD CHECK
wAS TO DETERMINE CURRENT OWNER SO THAT LEADS COULD BE SET

OUT TO HAVE THAT OWNER INTERVIEWED FOR REVIEW OF PLANE LAW
BOOK TO DETERMINE LOCAT ION OF PLANE ON APRIL 4, 1968,

REC-24 -~
AGENTS OF THE JACKSR. BEEFCE AT GULFPORﬁ§ MISS.' WILSON TOLD

ut!ﬁzlm
€ "i“.aﬁﬁ"-‘!

ON AUG. 15, 1978, BURGESS AUDIE WILSON WAS INTERVIEWED B /, é;;lﬁi/7

L ”5% gt '
1" i -

/ VVD Brl\'i-ﬁ CF

‘ i 2
' ”,g,w,;'na - <§j2§E CQN#:/

wa—
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PAG]P;TETWO. 0C 44-686 UNCLAS
 INTERVIEWING AGENTS HE HAD SHOT AND KILLED MARTIN LUTHER

XING 'IN MEMPHIS, TENN. AMONG INFORMAT ION FURNISHED, WILSON

-‘ 'AD'vfiS_%ED THAT DIRING THE PERIOD IN WHICH HE SHOT AND KILLED

KING, HE RESIDED AT 13125 HERRICK AVE., GRANDVIEW, MO., AND
THAT'HE WAS AT THAT TINE IN THE AIR FORCE RESERVE EMPLOYED

AS 'A‘j;cwn_ SERVICE EMPLOYEE, HE STATED THAT AT THE TIME OF
xmcss DEATH, HE OWNED A RED AND WHITE BONANZA AIRPLANE.
R‘Ee'if.{mmxow NUMBER PROVIDED AS 34 L, BUT LATER IDENTIFIED AS
‘w44:s;§§,. RECORDS OF THE FAA ON SEPT, 1, 1978, IDENTIFIES
v-REG»I'éTRATION NUMBER N4434L AS BEING ASSIGNED TO A 1956 MODEL
G-S‘SL.;';%BEECHCRAFI‘ AIRCRAFT, SN D-4620,
'THAT AIRCRAFT WAS INITIALLY SOLD BY BEECHCRAFT APRIL 20,

1956 TO GOPHER AVIATION, INC., ROCHESTER, MINN. GOPHER

AVIATION INC., SOLD THE AIRCRAFT MAY 3, 1956, T0 FRANKLIN
MANUFACT LRING CO., 65 TWENTY-SECOND AVE., NORTHEAST, MINNEAPOLIS,
MINN, AIRCRAFT SOLD BY THAT MANUFACTURING COMPANY MARCH 17, 1962,
' TO MIDSTATE AVIATION CORP., SKY HARBOR AIRPORT, NORTHBROOK, ILL.
AIRCRAFT SOLD APRIL 18, 1968, BY MIDSTATE T0 CONNIE C. MILLER,
9618 SAGAMORE, KANSAS CITY, MO. AIRCRAFT SOLD BY MILLER

S

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'PAGE;IHREE. 0C 44-686 UNCLAS
‘MAY"gj, 1968, TO FISHER SALES AND SERVICE, INC., BOX 6516
LEEwébD; KANS,
| - AIRCRAFT SOLD JUNE 6, 1968, BY FISHER SALES TO BURGESS
. wILSON AND LOU CREWS, 553 NORTH SCOTT, BELTON, MO. ON JUNE 12,
1969, AIRCRAFT SOLD BY WILSON AND CREWS TO GARY W. WILSON,
1322 N. HOCKER, INDEPENDENCE, MO.
- AIRCRAFT WAS SOLD BY WILSON, DATE NOT KNOWN, BUT DOCUMENT
RECSIVED AT FAA, FEB, 16, 1970, TO GEORGE T. WARD BUILDERS,
‘ INC;; 1481 PLAZA CENTER, BLUE SPRINGS, MO. AIRCRAFT SOLD
SEFT. 27, 1973, BY BUILDERS INC, TO GERALD L. FISHER, 1204 S.
lSTH ST., BLUE SPRINGS, MO. AIRCRAFT SOLD BY FISHER T0 GECRGE
R &EELING, PRAIRIE VILLAGE, KANSAS (DATE UNKNOWN), WHO SOLD
’AIRdéAFT TO RONALD J. MAGGARD, 2218 E, 118TH ST,, KANSAS CITY,
M0 ,‘fTHE DATE OF THAT SALE IS UNKNOWN, BUT BILL OF SALE
: RECEIVED AT FAA AUG. 16, 1974,
' 'MAGGARD SOLD AIRCRAFT OCT. 15, 1974, TO CHARLES W,

‘ ’VAN HOFWEGEN HIGHWAY 1@, ORANGE CITY, IOWA. VAN HOFWEGEN

SOLD 'AIRCRAFT DEC, 18, 1975, TO MICHAEL NEFF, 525 HICKORY,
| NEVADA, IOWA. NEFF SOLD AIRCRAFT OCT. 19, 1977, TO GENE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FOR, OC 44-686 UNCLAS

SIMPSON AIRCRAFT SALES,INC, ONAWA, IOWA. THAT SALES COMPANY
soLD.L'THE AIRCRAFT OCT. 24, 1977, TO RONALD K. KARAS, 127 PAIGE
CORT, WEINTON, WEST VA. AIRCRAFT CURRENTLY OWNED BY KARAS

AND POSSIBLY REGISTERED WITH FAA AS OF OCT, 28, 1978,

., PITTSBURGH AT WEINTON, WEST VA. WILL REVIEW LOG BOOK OF
‘Amc‘?aﬁAFr BEAR ING REGISTRAT ION NUMBER N4434L, CURRENT OWNER
~_R0NL&L‘D N. KARAS, 120 PAIGE COURT, AND DETERMINE LOCATION OF
PLANE APRIL 4, 1978, AND IF RECORDS REFLECT ANYTHING TO DO WITH
| .,BUR‘(";ESS AUDIE WILSON,

BT ¢
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| COMMURTEATIONS <Eerion | Lpeerceun.
FM_ KANSAS CITY (44-780) P '@—a.w’,'.’,""
. - T‘Cﬂ.&m
TO DIRECTOR (44-388615 ROUTINE ,,T"‘"‘:g;.bﬁ._,_._“““
: ~ ~ Telephone Rm, ——
MEMPHIS  (44-1987) (SUB M) ROUTINE Dirsctogs Secj—
OKLAHOMA CIT e —

IMMEDIATE - '
- vm'Hc‘-moﬁ*—

- ATTENTION: CONSRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT

MURKIN, 00 MEMPHIS,
RE KANSAS CITY TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, OKLAHOMA

CITY AN ST. LOUIS, AUGUST 21, 19783 KANSAS CITY TELEPHONE
CALL TO OKLAHOMA CITY, AUGUST 31, 1978, '

"IN ABOVE REFERENCED TELETYPE, IT WAS STATED THAT BURGESS
AUDTE WILSON OWNED A RED AND WHITE BONANZA AIRPLANE , REGISTRY
NO. 34 . OKLAHOMA CITY VAS REQUESTED 10 CONTACT FAA RECORDS
CENTER AN PERFORM A COMPLETE TITLE SEARCH FOR REGISTRY 0.
3L, 1IN ADDITION, OXLAHOMA CITY WAS ASKED TO Dﬂmmmr cuﬂm«:m*

O/ NER AND SET OUT LEADS TO APPPOPRIATE FIELD omr?)'swog(é/ &;ﬁ
——

REC-zl
N2 DELL 0y 102 LclY Ty
Lot neuclX 124 °. pOSEP 251978
F WELE ,‘.,.)
4 ; a 7”0 thMﬁ;I! agth
2 Lic¥iigu

61 OPT an 4{\78 LOCnriE;
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PAGE TW0, K 44-760, UNCLAS EFTO
CONTACT OWNER FOR REVIEW OF PLANE LOG BOOK WHICH SHOULD REVFAL
DISPOSITION OF PLANE DURING APRIL 4, 1968.

KANSAS CITY IMWESTIGATION REGARDING BONANZA AIRPLANE
REVEALED THAT REGISTRY NUMBER IS N4434AL AND NOT NO, 34L AS
MENT IONED PREVIOUSLY.

OKLAHOMA CITY AT OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA WILL CONTACT
FAA RECORDS CENTER AND PERFORM A COMPLETE TITLE SEARCH FOR
RONANZA PLANE, REGISTRY NO. N4434L, ADDITIONALLY, WILL DETER-
MINE CURRENT OWNER AND SET OUT LEADS TO APPROPRIATE FIELD
OFFICE TO CONTACT OWNER FOR REVIEW OF PLANE LOG BOOK WHICH
SHOULD REVEAL DISPOSITION OF PLANE DURING PERIOD IN QUESTION,
APRIL 4, L9623, |
N |

ac ¢

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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DE Sa FEDR AL BUREAU Laboratory
COMMONICATIE et ion Blan & i

1 2022052 AUG ggc‘ch.'msgnt e
. Servi.
“FM SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) (P) Training___————

) Public Affs_ Off.
TO DIREGTOR (44-38861) LMMED IATE Deectors Sei——}
MEMPHYS (44-1987, SUB M.) IMMED IATE ' ‘ /

“JACKSON (62-544) IMMED IATE

Coth

RE ME TEL TO BUREAU, ET AL, AUGUST 18, 1978, AND SA TEL TO
BUREAU, AUSUST {8, 1978, REGARD ING INCARCERATION OF BURGESS
AWIE WILSON, JR,, IN BEXAR COUNTY JAIL, JUNE 19, 1972, TO
JUNE 38, 1972, ON CONTEMPT OF COURT, STATE DISTRICT COURT 59,

(CASE NUMBER F248084),
ON AUGUST 21, 1978, REVIEW OF COURT RECORDS, BEXAR COUNTY
57TH DISTRICT COURT, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, REVEALED WILSON
INCARCERATED FOR CONTEMPT OF COURT GRNIING our or-' CIVIL SulT
R ol Sfrorstion. <~ 6277

ENTITLED ALLISON - KAUFMANN COMPANY, cm.lmnuu PORAT IO
VS, NORTH STAR DIAMOND CORPORATION (CASE NUMBER F24 S«g8gy=g pr—— ="

B3 SEP 251978
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PAGE TWO (SA 44-1242) UNCLAS E F TO

WHICH wILSON WAS LISTED AS OWNER. THIS CIVIL SUIT INVOLVED
FRAW CASE A‘ND WILSON INCARCERATED FOLLOWING HIS REFUSAL TO
FURNISH THE COURT AN INVENTORY OF MERCHANDISE IN HIS POSSESSION
BELONGING TO ALLISON - KAUFMANN COMPANY, THIS INCARCERATION
DID NOT INVOLVE ANY ACT ION GROWING OUT OF CHILD SUPPORT AND
IDENTITY OF CHILDREN NOT SET FORTH IN COURT RECORDS.

BT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MEOOB4 24218557 Dep. AD Inv.

PP HQ 78AuwcT8 jlﬂ 2 Do

RECEIVED Intel.
DE ME _FEDERAL BUREAU Leboratory ______

OF INVESTIGATION * } LegalCoun T __|
P 2818557 AUG 178 COMMURICATIONS SECTION Pian. & Insp

A g:cc'h.SQrvigﬁ,___
FM MEMPHIS (44-1987-SUB M) (P)

wc mzc'm. .
hone mv.ﬁ__,.,_—
k DIRECTOR (44-38861) PRIORITY Toectons Sec's

T
UNCLAS E FTO {COW‘/‘Q’L I,u,ﬂ/ﬁ/ YuT

»eum\coneﬂzssmm, INQUIRY UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH /// . F95¢
CMURKIN | M. !5% o P

REBUTEL TO MEMPHIS AND OTHER OFFICES AUG, 23, 1978, B 12/

OPAL HOOTEN, BARTLETT, TENN., FORMER MOTHER-IN-LAW OF
BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, UNABLE TO LOCATE FAMILY MEDICAL RECORDS,
TELEPHONE RECORDS, CHECK STUBS OR OTHER PAPERS WHICH RECORD
PERIODS OF ILLNESS OF HER HUSBAND OR VISITS OF HER DAUGHTER,

BETTY LOU WADE, AND GRANDDAUGHTER, DEBRA WILSON JONES, PRIOR

T0 1975, MRS. HOOTEN AND HER HUSBAND, VERNON, UNABLE TO RECALL
SPECIFIC PERIODS OF DAUGHTER AND GRANDDAUGHTER'S VISITS PRIOR
TO 1975, INCLUDING 1968,

TELEPHONE TOLL RECORDS MAINTAINED BY SOUTH CENTRAL;E L .
RECYF— 3 ESC [ -
TELEPHONE COMPANY SIX MONTHS AFTER CALLS MADEsﬁyggTHEN DESTROYED. ‘f N

e ST
BY PHYSICAL CBSERVATION, IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED CHISGe™FLAZA N
. o

HOTEL, 262 SOUTH MAIN STREET, MEMPHIS, TENN., CURRENTLY UTRgBED 25 .
—-—
620CT 191978 |
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PAGE TWO ME 44-1987-SUB M UNCLAS EF T O

AS OFFICE BUILDING AND THE ANNEX MOTEL, 267 SOUTH MAIN
STREET, MEMPHIS, CURRENTLY A VACANT BUILDING, ARE THE NEAREST
- BUILDINGS ON MAIN STREET, FORMERLY UTILIZED AS HOTELS IN VICINITY
OF INTERSECT ION OF SOUTH MAIN AND BEALE STREETS., IN RECENT
YEARS, MANY BUILDINGS IN THE VICINITY OF SOUTH MAIN AND BEALE
STREETS HAVE BEEN RAZED AND THE LAND IS EITHER VACANT OR NEW
BUILDINGS WERE CONSTRUCTED ON IT., THE INTERSECTION OF MAIN
AND BEALE STREETS IS APPROXIMATELY ONE HAL? MILE NORTH OF

THE LORRAINE MOTEL, 486 MULBERRY, MEMPHIS., THE CHISCA PLAZA
HOTEL AND THE ANNEX HOTEL ARE APPROXIMATELY THREE TENTHS OF

A MILE NORTH OF THE LORRAINE MOTEL., IT APPEARS THE LORRAINE
MOTEL CANNOT BE OBSERVED FROM THE ANNEX HOTEL AND PROBABLY
CANNOT BE SEEN FROM THE THIRD FLOOR OF THE CHISCA PLAZA HOTEL
DUE TO INTERFERENCE FROM OTHER BUILDINGS.

BT

C C! Crim Inv Div
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M KANSAS CITY (44-

TO DIRECTOR, FBI A(44-38861) (IMM

MEMPHIS (44-1987) (SUB M) (IMMEDIATE)

UNCLAS E F T O

ATTENTION: COMGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT ,@U@oo MEMPHIS.
'REFERE NCE BUREAU TELEPHOHE CALL TO KANSAS CITY,

AUGUST 29, 1978, |

MITCHELL ZAMMAR DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: ;’ﬁ
POB KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI; WHITE MALE, 5°7-,
Pl

152 POUNDS, BROWN EYES, DARK BROWN HAIR, FBI #759 112,

KCMOPD #22414,
ZAMMAR HAS BEEN ARRESTED AND INCARCERATED IN THE PAST
ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS., CHARGES RANGE FROM VIOLATION OF

TATE smpmmgz#_‘ 3 8&6/** é50/ |

TH X TO KILL,

DYER ACT, KIDNAPPING, THEFT FROM I NT

ASSAULT , BURGLARY, LARCENY, AND ASSAULY

2" DEsi 0L IN2CLICE
el - 20 SEP 25 1978

BT LTI TRY 4 - |
p @% D ":;j“iagi\\&,iiti‘x , M

CTY28he: vy
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'PAGE TWO KC 44-768  UNCLAS E F T O
A COMP,TFRIZED CRIMINAL HIkSTOR‘Y CHECX INDICATED THERE
ARE NO IDENTIFIABLE NCIC CRIMINAL RECORDS UNDER THE
NAME OF MITCHELL ZAMMAR, FBI #759 112, THE LOCAL
(RIMINAL CHECK movmzn THE SAME INFORMATION, NO
IDENTIFIABLE NCIC CRIMINAL RECORD , FBI #759 112,

A COMPUTERIZED CRIMINAL HISTORY CHECK AND A LOCAL

" (RIMINAL CHECK ON LOU CREVS, DOB | 5,

208 POUNDS, BROWN EYES, SSAN >ROVED

NEGAT IVE,

ZAMMAR IWDICATED THAT HE HAD A TOTAL OF FOUR
BROTHERS WHO ARE ALL NOW DECEASED, ZAMMAR INDICATED
THAT JOSEPH ZAMMAR DIED IN THE 194¢°S, ZAMMAR CANNOT
RECALL THE DATE OF BIRTHS OF HIS BROTHERS, HOWEVER,
ME INDICATED THAT FERRIS ZAMMAR VOULD HAVE BEEN 68 YEARS
(LD. ZAMMAR INDICATED THAT FRED ZAMMAR, FORMER PHYSICIAN,
 WOULD HAVE BEEN €4 YEARS OLD, AND THAT JAMES ZAMMAR WOULD
" HAVE BEEN 45 YEARS OLD. ZAMMAR INDICATED THAT HE DOES NOT
THINK THAT ANY OF HIS BROTHERS KNEW BURGESS AUDIE WILSON,
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THE ADDRESS GIVEN OF FECHTER JEWELRY, SUITE 413,
25 EAST 12TH, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, IN TELETYPE FROM
KANSAS CITY TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST 28, 1978, IS LOCATED
ON THE CORNER OF 12TH AND WALNUT IN THE BUILDING KNOWN
AS THE 12TH AN WALNUT BUILDING.
BT

cc C /D

4 MORE
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FD-263 (Rev. 7-15-75)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEsSTIGATION

REPORTING

OFFICE

MEMPHIS

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MEMPHIS

DATE

8/30/78

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

8/17 - 28/78

TITLE OF CASE

ASSASS
. JUTHE

MEMPHIS, TENN,

ATION OF DR. MARTIN _
ING, JR., 4/4/68,

REPORT MADE BY

SA BURL F, JOHNSON
CHARACTER OF CASE

TYPED BY

mrp

CR (A)

REF ERENCES :

ADMINISTRATIVE:

No further investigation relative to information
involving BURGESS AUDIE WILSON is contemplated by the Memphls

Office, UACB.

Memphis teletype to the Bureau dated 8/18/78.
Bureau:teletype to Memphis and other offices dated 8/23/78.

-P~

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED

] NONE

ACQUIT-fcase Has BEEN:

convic.|d

FINES

SAVINGS

TALS

RECOVERIES

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR | YES NO
PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER SIX MONTHS

[Jves [Jno

APFROVED

/s
WillZ

SPECIAL AGENT

IN CHARGE

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

COPIES MAD

(g)- Bureau

E:

1 - USA, Memphis
2 - Memphis (44-1987 Sub M)

hra
(44-38861)

412, 3’:5 / + & I0HLS

. %, EK-120
18 SFP K 1978 w —

—— L]

Dissemination Record of Attached Report

Notations

Agency

%%é%[v)a

Ui - AC AL

o~

A

Request Recd.

w%’

Date Fwd. }7"/:5'/’2?’
How Fwd. ?0(26)
By K e //f

geoowﬁhﬁﬁ@

c43-—16-—83489~1 GPO

COVER PAGE
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copyte: 1 = U, S, ATTORNEY, MEMPHIS

Report of: SA BURL F. JOHNSON Office: MEMPHIS
Date:  AUGUST 30, 1978

Field Office File #; 44-1987 Sub M Bureau File #. 44-38861

Title: ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
APRIL 4, 1978, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS

Synopsi: On night of 8/17/78, BURGESS AUDIE WILSON telephonically
contacted GENE BARKSDALE, Sheriff, Shelby County, Memphis,
Tenn,, on 2 occasions, He informed BARKSDALE his daughter
drove a white Mustang from Kansas City, Mo., to Memphis,
Tenn,, 3 days before Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING was killed.
WILSON killed Dr. KING by firing a shot at him from below
where KING was standing and wanted BARKSDALE to meet him at
the Holiday Inn, Gulfport, Miss., on 8/18/78 where WILSON
would surrender to him, VERNON HOOTEN, Bartlett, Tenn,,
WILSON's former son-in-law, received a telephone call from
WILSON on night of 8/17/78. WILSON inquired about the
health and welfare of HOOTEN and his family and terminated
the call., WILSON called JAMES HOOTEN, WILSON's former
brother-~in-law, on night of 8/17/78 and informed HOOTEN
he was to meet Sheriff BARKSDALE on 8/18/78 and surrender
to him for the killing of Dr, KING, WILSON called the
residence of his former spouse, AVIS LEA HUNTER, Nashville,
Tenn,, on night of 8/17/78 and informed HUNTER's l1l4-year-old
son LANCE that LANCE would be seeing him on TV soon as he
had killed MARTIN LUTHER KING., VERNON HOOTEN and OPAL
HOOTEN, former mother-in-law of WILSON, furnished background
information regarding WILSON, They described him as a heavy
drinker and compulsive liar, JAMES HOOTEN is of opinion
excessive drinking has caused deterioration of his mental
ability. AVIS LEA HUNTER reported WILSON drank alcoholic
beverages frequently and after drinking would become '"crazy,"
rambling, and silly.

.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

U.S.GP0:1975-0-575-841
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DETAILS:

This investigation was predicated upon information
furnished by GENE BARKSDALE, Sheriff, Shelby County, Memphis,
Tennessee, on August 18, 1978, Sheriff BARKSDALE advised on
the night of August 17, 1978, BURGESS AUDIE WILSON telephonically
contacted him and wanted BARKSDALE to meet him at the Holiday
Inn, Gulfport, Mississippi, on August 18, 1978, where he
would surrender for killing MARTIN LUTHER KING.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription Mﬂa&__

GENE BARKSDALE, Sheriff, Shelby County,
Tennessee, was interviewed at his office in Memphis,
Tennessee, and he furnished the following information:

At approximately 9:15 P,M. on August 17, 1978,
an individual who identified himself as BURGESS AUDIE
WILSON telephonically contacted Sheriff BARKSDALE at the
Shelby County Sheriff's Office Substation, Memphis,
Tennessee, WILSON furnished Sheriff BARKSDALE background
information regarding BARKSDALE and information regarding
persons known to BARKSDALE as members or former members
of the Tennessee Air National Guard unit at Memphis,
BARKSDALE has been active in the Tennessee Air National
Guard unit at Memphis for approximately 26 years, WILSON
furnished information regarding places and trips he had
made with BARKSDALE which indicated WILSON was also a
member of the Tennessee Air National Guard unit at Memphis.

WILSON informed BARKSDALE he had committed a
famous crime - that he was the man who killed Dr. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., WILSON was the trigger man and was
standing about 65 feet from Dr, KING in a position below
the balcony where Dr. KING was standing. About three days
prior to the death of Dr., KING, WILSON's daughter, whose
identity he declined to furnish, drove a white Mustang
from Kansas City, Missouri, to Memphis, Tennessee. He
would furnish no information regarding the storage and use
of this white Mustang after the Mustang reached Memphis,

He declined to furnish information regarding the circumstances
and events leading up to the killing of Dr. KING other than
the information related above, but he stated the information
that has been furnished by JAMES EARL RAY is accurate,

WILSON requested that Sheriff BARKSDALE meet him
at the Holiday Inn, Gulfport, Mississippi, at 9:30 A.M.,
August 20, 1978, BARKSDALE was instructed to enter the
dining room at the Holiday Inn without a coat on and that
WILSON would surrender to him there, WILSON insisted that
BARKSDALE be alone, that he not be mistreated after he
surrendered, and that BARKSDALE not inform the Federal
———Bureau of Investigation, WILSON told BARKSDALE that if

Investigation on — 8/18/78 « Memphis, Tennessee = (., Memphis 44-1987 Sub
M
by -——wmrn 3 Date dictated _§L2_4/78

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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