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MR. TROTTER

5. F. Latona

MURKIN

Re my memo to you of 4-6-68, advising that six latent
fingerprints remain unidentified on evidence submitted by Memphis
including a latent print on the rifle that is identical with a latent print
on the binoculars, also that three latent fingerprints were developed
on a cartridge box from the gun store in Birmingham.

On 4-7-68, lifts from room in Memphis occupied by
Unsub., board from sill in bathroom, and a T-shirt and pair of shorts
were deldivered by Memphis agent for laboratory and latent examination.
A latent fingerprint on a lift from dresser in room, a latent fingerprint
on lift from fireplace, and a latent fingerprint on the board are of value
for identification.

These twelve latent fingerprints are not identical with
all suspects named to date. = & 7
e c 3
Memphis and General Investigative Divisiofs havéheen <
advised. - T
i -
At 7 A.M. this date (4-8-68), three additional rifles from
the gun store in Birmingham were delivered for latent examinatioR. .
These three rifles were handled by Unsub. prior to his purcha the ‘.

two rifles mentioned in my memo to you dited 4-6-6 Pg‘]eaw;e rifles are

presently being examined for latent printsand ypit, advised of the
results. -
(5 IR i

RECOMMENDATION: AL AN

For information. pEiT e LYt

e i i »~ V’F <g o

1 - Mr. Deloach A L
1 - Mr. Mohr
1- Mr. Rosen »
1 - Mr."Bishop? ”*‘3 o H
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1~dr. Frazier
1-Qffice, 7133

K. Comurad 4-8-88
1-Br. Boanebrake, $129, 1B
1-Nr. Griffith

i. H. Jsvons

GREBOER SUBJECT, aise
kaowan a8 Joba ¥illard;
RAKYIN LUTHER KING, JR., ~
VICTIN; CIVIL HICGRTE

s & remit of iavestigation, the Rirsianghas Ofiice
advised that the .50-08 Remington rifle iavelved ia this case
wvaAs S0ld te & persea giviag the uame Barvey Lowssyer ea 3-30-68
by the Aeromariane Supply Company, 3701 Airpert Righway,
Birsingham, Alabama. The purchasex origisally wowught a caliber
.243 Viachester rifle on 3-39-88 upen which he Mad mousted a
fedfinld telescope sight. The purchaser returaed this rifie
the ielloviag day and exchanged if for the .30-08 caliber
Kemiagten rifle, Sexial Number 481476, which was recevered ia
Nemphis immediately following the shooting of Nartin lLather King, Jr.
inresarine Supply Company transferrsd the telescope sight to
this rifle, using & sew mount.

The EBirmisngham Gffice smbmitind the fellowing material
for lLaderatory and lateat eaxsalinatios:

-343 Vischester caiiber Zamiagteon deli-actioa
rifle, Node) 700, Serial Numdber RW3749 Iros
Aoromarine 3upply Company

fsi;mn sight mount from .243 Winchester caliber
rifle

Original isvoice dated 3-20-68, Number 23314,
covering ssie of rviftlie teo lu'n: Losesyer

Copy of iaveice, Mumber 323514
Factory box for .343 Wischestsr caliber rifle

i~ity. Nebhr

1-Nyr. Deloach
1-Mr, Hesen
1“&'0 mw
i-¥Mr. Bisbop
i-#ir. Hartiasdale

RAX:ald (13) (CONTINGED - OVER)
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Rendrssdus to Er. Coarad
ie: UEKNGEN SUBJACT, alse
kaowa as Johun Tillard;
RAETIN LUTRER KING, JR., -
VICTIN; CIYIL RIGETS

Rine daxes of caliber .343 Vinshester
SRBua it ion

Elimination major cass priats of Dousld 7. %ood
and U. L. Nathew Baker

Birniaghan reguested the lLaberatory determias whether
this .343 Viachester rifle had bees fired. The Laboratory
deternined it had ot desa fired.

Bivsinghan reguestsd we deternias whether we could
asscciate the tslescope night on the rifle recevered is
Bemphis with the sight sount origianily used with this sight
on the .243 ¥Vimchester rifle. The ilaboratery deterasined tiere
vere 30 sarks left on the telescepe aight by this svunt amd
theretore »0 asseciation was possible.

A docunent examination is beiag mode of the sigaature
AspPpearing on the gus Sals invoice aad fiagerpriat esamisations
are deing made o2 all of the items listed above.

Ia this conmection, the aine boxes Of anmuniiion were
submitied siasce- the Aeremarias Supply Compasy ¢lerks stated
the purchager ¢f the rifle say bave od one or more of
these baxes.

Bivminghas and Bemphis will be advised of the restits
of all examinatioans by teletype.

ACTION: For information.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




Mr. Deloach

A. Rosen

MURKIN

Y. This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
68, '

Attached for approval is 2 memorandum to the White House
summarizsing developments since the last memorandum was prepared for

the President on 4/6/68. Copies have been prepared for the Attorney
Gemsral, the Deputy Attorney Gemeral, and the Civil Rights Division,
The following details are not included in the attached memorandum,

Among the items resovered near the crime scengwere in
Wmam«m.mmmmm%
. mari R ks been dotermined that the mark was made by £ Ther®o -
mmmmmwm'rm
Mmammwmmw ved
but believes the marking cods indicates a laundry in the Northeastern
m,mmmmmmmmm

. * R 15 noted that the rifle believed to be the murder weapon was
mwamrmmmmﬂa/ww R has been determined that
perscn:

Tpunn

ACTION:
1. Attached for approval is & memorsadum for the White House

with copies for the Attorney Gemeral, mmmmm
the Civil Rights Division,

2. All-out investigation is contimuing on an expedite basis,

Enclosure
WLM:vea (11)
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1 - Mr. McGowan, Room 2712
1 - Mr. Mortimer

2 - Mr. Gr%/sa

PLAIN TEXT

TELETYPE URGENT

TO £ACS COLUMBIA
MEMPHIS

FROM DIRECTOR, FBI

MURKIN

LABORATORY HAS ANALYSED THE LETTER COMBINATIONS IN
THE HARRY LOWMYER NAME ON THE AEROMARINE SUPPLY COMPANY
INVOICE  IN RELATION TO THE SIGNATURES APPEARING ON
FINGERPRINT CARDS OF APPROXIMATELY FIFTYFIVE SUBPECTS. MANY
OF THE FINGERPRINT CARD SIGNATURES WERE TOTALLY NOT
COMPARABLE AND NO MEANINGFUL COMPARISONS WERE POSSIBLE.
A FEW SIMILARITIES WERE NOTED BETWEEN THE SIGNATURE OF
BOBBY RAY GRAVES, rBI NUMBER [} - ]
AND CERTAIN SIMILAR LETTERS IN THE HARRY LOWMYER NAME. DUE
TO THE LIMITED NATURE OF THE MATERIAL THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
THESE FEW SIMILARITIEY COULD %‘,,gngm ASSESSED..

FOR INFORMATION,OF MES(PMS." GRAVES IS SUBJECT OF
COLUMHIA ¥FILE ONE FIVE SEVEN DASH, FOUR TWO SIX MINE, RESIDES

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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TELETYPE TO COLUMEIA AND MEMPHIS
MURKIN

BOLLING SPRINGS, SOUTH CAROLINA, BORN
B INMAN, BOUTE CAROLINA, HEIGHT

SIX FEET TWO INCHES, WEIGHT ONE HUNDRED EIGHTYFIVE POUNDS,

BROWN HAIR, BLUE EYES. GRAVES I8 EXALTED CYCLOPS OF

KLAN IN BOILING SPRINGS AREA. UNIDENTIFIED LATENTS LOCATED

TO DATE ARE NOT IDENTICAL WITH GRAVES'S FINGERPRINTS

NOTWITRSTANDING DIFFERENCE IN DESCRIPTION

THAT GRAVES'S FDGERPRINTS NOT IDENTIFIED WITR LATENTS

MEMPHIS SHOULD STILL NOT OVERLOOK GRAVES AS A SUSPECT

IN VIEW OF THE LIMITED WRITING SIMILARITIES NOTED.

PHOTOGRAPH OF GRAVES AVAILABLE IN FINGERPRINT JACKET

BEING MAILED MEMPHIS WITH COPY OF THIS WIRE.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PLAINTEXT APRIL 7, 1948

TELETYPE

TO:  SAC, MEMPHIS (44-198T)
FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI
UNSUB; AKA JOEN VILLARD; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JK., VICTIM

CR

BREURAIRTE L APEIL BIX LAST,

UNDERSBORTS AND T SBIRT £ACH BEARS LAUNLRY TAG
PITHE “HAT APPEARS TO BE CEARACTERS "C 3 B~ 6. ONLY POR~
TIONS OF FIRBT CHARACTER PRESENT ON EACH TAG, LABCRATORY
DOES NOT MAINTAIN VISIBLE MUZ%:E{Y MARK FILE, NO mvmm&

o

s
o =
=

mm@mﬁma FOUND ON EITEER GARMENT.

\\Q‘Q‘on

»

0 mmmam SMALL IN SIZE “BILE T %ﬁﬁ!‘g 5 mmz:.

NO a;zmmm ON UNDERSHORTS, T SEIRT HAS "JOCKRY" BRANI:

<
LABRL * mﬁ xm*»sw FLAT V1TE FOLDED PIECE THREE QUARTER
DICH "IDE CFLLOPHANE TAPE ABOUT ONE INCE LONG HAYING ONE

v

CUT END AND ONE TORN END.
RAF:ijls
an
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CROTCE EEAMS OF UNDERSEORTS
PLACES WITH BROWN TEREA

BOARD FROM BATHROOM WINDOWEILL FOUR TWO TWO
AND ONE HALF SOUTE MAIN BEARS RECENT DENT WHICH COULD
SEVEN SIX. DENT CONRTAINE MICROSCOPIC MARSS OF TYPRE WHICH
COULD BE PRODUCED BY SIDE OF BARREL AT MUZZILE BUT INSUFY)-
RD DUR TO PRYSICAL

ON RIFLE BARREL. NO GUNPOWER OR RESIDUR FOUND ON BOARD,
LATENT RESULTS AND CONFIRMING LABORATORY EEPORT
BEING FURNISHED SEPARATELY, |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




MR. TROTTER 4/6/68

8. 7. latona

UNKNOVN SUBJECT, AKA JORN WILLARD;
g!l'll LUTHER XING, JR, - VICTIN

RESULTS OF LATENT PRINT EXANINATION

All evidence delivered 4/5/68 by Memphis and
Birminghan agents has been sxamined for isteat prints with
following results:

NMemphis evidence

One fingerprint omn side of Remington Model 760 rifle, Q2

Ome fingerprint oa Redfield telescopic sight on rifle, Q2

One palm primt on black box for rifle, Ql. (This palm
print ideatified s» palm print of Pomald F. Wood, clerk
in Birmingham store where rifle )

One fingerprint on binoculars, Ql4, from biue smipper bag.
(This latent fingerpriat identical with latent finger-
priat on Q2 rifle)

One fingerprint on newspaper "Commercial Appeal, Nemphis,
April 4, 1968" from blue =mipper bag

Ouolﬂwin:‘:n after shave lotion bottle, Q24, from
blue

One fingerprint on beer can, Q83, from blue zipper bag

Birminghan evidence

Three fingerprints and three palm prints on Remington
Nodel T00 rifle box. (These latent prints all ideatical
un:nﬂm and palm prints of Birmingham store clerk,

Three fingerprint on cartridge dox from shelf in
Birminghan gun store

Fifteon fingerprints on two invoices from sale of two
rifles in Birminghan. (Fourteen are identical finger-
prints of store clerk, Wood, and one identical finger-
print sgent recovering inveices)

Both rifles have been disassembled and all parts exanined
for lateat prints.
(CONTINUED -~ OVER)
GiBiape (14)

1 ~ Mr. Deleach

I-V‘t_ Ronsn
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NMemorsndum to MR, TROTTER

RRE: Unkaown Subjeot, AKA Jobn Willard;
Nartin Luther King, Jr. - Vietim
ch

The aforementioned latent prints, that have not been
sliminated as prints of atore clerk Vood and agent, are not
identical with fingerprints of suspects or of iundividuals whose
annes or prints have been furuished for elimination purposes.
Latent prints have been compared with each other but no additiomal
idontifications effected.

All evidencs presantly being retained in either
Laboratory or ldentification Divisions,

RECOMMENDAT TON s
FYor iaformation.

ADDENDUN; :;uphu, Birminghan and General Investigation Divisions
advised.
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A, Rosen

NURDER OF NARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

% - Ny, Sulliven

At the request of the Departasat a full iavestigatien
has boen imstituted iante the swmrder of Nartia iuther King, Jr.,
at Nenphis, Tennessse, o the sveaing of 4/4/68.

Attached is u letterboad nomsrandun for the Presideat,
the Attorasy Goasral, the Deputy Attoraey Geasral and the
Civil Rights Divisiea settiag out the basic facts of the sheeoting
and summarisiag isformation preseatly available.

™he following details ds not appear ian the letterhead =
noworandus: P;,

The individeal using the mame Joha Villard, who is D'
a suspect ia this case, may be ideatical with Joha Nmbeart
¥illard, alse kaown as Joha Nubbard Willard, FS8I Neo. 934 454-C
who received a probaticasry seatemee, §/30/88, ia coamsction with
o arson charge ia Nississippi. Exteasive efforts are being
ande to immediately lecate Joha Imbeart ¥illard.

Although Maawel Narcus Levia and Alex J, Imrder,
mummwmmm,mnmmwm
vouched for hy the Southera Christisn Leadership Confereace, we
are thoroughly checkiag them omt.

ACTION:

r%’f’

1., Attached is a letterhead mm the Waite
Bouse, the Attormey Gemersl, the Deputy ummm
the Civil Rights Divisiea. Ep 7 H g
Falch f TR TiA 2100 - :

I fi
i BELEiAgy

2. All-owt ® continning on &
priority basis. daveptisatiom e top

.
c e e N
\

wiM:ecs
Q1)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to : WASHINCTON, D.C. 20535

~ File No. ‘
April 5, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

At approximately 6:03 p, m,, April 4, 1968, Martin Luther
King, Jr,, was on a second floor balcony of the Lorraine Hotel and
. Motel, Memphis, Tennessee, King's associates, who were at the
street level, heard a shot and King fell immediately after the shot was
heard, He was taken at once to St, Joseph Hospital where he was
pronounced dead at 7:05 p, m, - Death resulted from bullet damage to
major neck vessels and the spinal cord,

Investigation indicates that the shot may have been fired
from the second floor bathroom of a rooming house at 422 1/2 South Main
Street, approximately 205 feet from where King was standing, A shot
was heard from the second floor at approximately 6 p, m, and :
immediately after the shot was fired, a white man left the bathroom
and ran out of the building, The bathroom provides an open view of
King's room, Occupants of the rooming house had observed a white
man carrying a package approximately three feet in length and
possibly wrapped in a piece of blanket, This man occupied Room 5B
on April 4, 1968,

Bessie Ruth Brewer, manager of the rooming house, advised
that a white man who identified himself only as John Willard and who
gave no address, appeared at the rooming house sometime between
3 p.m, and 3:30 p, m,, April 4, 1968, and rented Room 5B, paying

- one week's rent in advance, Room 5B affords a view of the Lorraine
Hotel and Motel, We are making every effort to locate Willard as
quickly as possible,

Guy Warren Canipe, Sr., operates an amusement machine

company approximately 300 feet from King®’s room, At approximately 6 p. m,

he heard a noise at his door, He looked up and saw a man walking away,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

He then found an open carton and saw a gun barrel in the carton. A
piece of green cloth was wrapped around the carton and a small
zipper bag was nearby, Canipe also observed a white Mustang being
driven away at a high rate of speed,

The items found by Canipe are presently undergoing
exhaustive examinations in the FBI Laboratory and extensive efforts
are being made to trace each item, The carton contained a , 30-06
Springfield caliber Remington Gamemaster rifle, Model 760, serial
number 461476, The rifle is equipped with a Redfield variable power
telescopic sight, The zipper bag contained various personal items
including a pair of binoculars,

The bullet recovered from King's body is also bemg examined
by the FBI Laboratory,

Press reports have referred to two suspects who were
arrested after they were observed changing clothes in a garage, These
men are Manuel Marcus Levin and Alex J, Hurder, Both have been
identified as civil rights workers by the Southern Christian Leadersh1p
Conference and have been released,

A full investigation has been instituted and every effort is
being made to promptly identify the person or persons responsible for
this murder,

e,
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DELIVERED APRIL 5, 1968 BY SA ROBERT FITZPATRICK, MEMPHIS OFFICE

- Submitted by Airtel #l1 as recovered by Inspector N. E. Zachary,
Memphis Police Department in vicinity of 424 South Main Strleet:

QL Rifle box for Browning .243 Winchester caliber rifle,
Serial Number 474475

Q2 .30-06 Springfield caliber Remington "Gamemaster' slide-
action rifle, Model 760, Serial Number 461476, with Redfield
telescope sight, Serial Number A17350, with clip '

Q3 «30-06 Springfield calibef Remington-Peters cartridge case
Q4-Q12 Nine .30-06 Springfield caliber cartridges (five Remington-

Peters and four R-A-55) in Peters cartridge box, Index
Number 3033

Q13 Large green and brown cloth _ (R
Submitted by Airtel #2 as recovered by Inspector N. E. Zachary, — B

Memphis Police Department in vicinity of 424 South Main Street:

Ql4 “Banner" binocular (Bushnell) 7 by 35, Serial Number DQ408664
(allegedly in zipper bag when recovered)

Q15 Zipper bag

ITEMS FROM OUTSIDE COMPARTMENT OF ZIPPER BAG

Q16 Needle-nose pliers and tack hammer
Q17 Box of "Band-Aid Sheer Strips" ]
Q18 Georgia-Alabama Standard Oil map

Q19 "COmmeréial Appeal" Memphis newspaper, first
section only, issue of April 4, 1968

Q20 Standard Oil map of the United States

'Page 1 | - (continued on next page)
'-TPC—A5498 BX JV » ’ , :
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ITEM INSIDE ZIPPER BAG, IN POCKET

Q21 Partial roll of toilet paper

ITEMS LOOSE INSIDE ZIPPER BAG

Q22 Binocular case with instruction booklet, lens
cloth and guarantee card

Q23 Binocular box cardboard

Q24 "Gillette Travel Kit" purchased at Oliver Rexall
' Store, Whitehaven, price $1.89, with razor, lotion
- shaving cream, deodorant, hair cream and razor
blade in dispenser

Q25 Gray paper sack bearing marking “York Arms Co."
with receipt dated 4-4-68 in amount of $41.55

Q26 White and yellow towel

Q27 VWhite handkerchief

Q28 Tube of '"Colgate'" toothpaste

« Q29-Q30 Pair of black socks

Q31 Seven-ounce can of "Right Guard" deodorant

Q32 Channel Master radio

Q33 Bottle of

"Bufferin"

Q34 Elastic belt

Q35 Tube of '"Brylcreem"

Q36 Bottle of '"One-A-Day" vitamins

Q37 Small bar of "Cashmere Bouquet'" soap

Q38 Hairbrush

Q39 Bar of ''Dial'" soap, bath size

Q40 Tube of "Head and Shoulders'" shampoo

Page 2 o
PC-A5498 BX JV
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© ITEMS LOOSE INSIDE ZIPPER BAG (continued)

Q41 Can of'brown "Kiwi'" shoe polish

‘Q42 Can of "Palmolive Rapid Shave" shaving cream
Q43 Maroon button (in sack with beer) |
Q44 Black button (in sack with beer)

Q45 Toothbrush, '"Pepsodent”

Q46 Safety razor, without blade

Q47 Plastic bottle of "Mennen Afta" lotion

Q48 Small baf of "Cameo" toilet soap

Q49 Small bar of "Cashmere Bouquet'soap, bearing
advertisement of Friendship Inn

Q50-Q51 Two bobby pins -
Q52~Q53 Two'cans of "Schlitz" beer, pull tab ‘
Q54 Plastic '"six-pack" carfying device

Q55 Brown paper sack %containing beer) ‘ =
Q56 Small brown paper sack, empty

Q57 Key .

Q58 Toothpick

Q59 Metal ring

Q60-Q61 Two coat hangers

Q62 Two links from "Adjust-0" watchband

Q63 .Marodn button

‘Page 3 : :
" PC-A5498 BX JV (continued on next -page)
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Submitted by Airtel #3:

Q64
Q65
Q66

Q67

Q68

Bullet

Twenty
Serial

Twenty
Serial

Twenty
Serial

from body

dollar
Number

dollar
Number

dollar
Number

Federal Reserve Note, Series 19634,
F14002844A

Federal Reserve Note, Series 1963A,
H16164663A

Federal Reserve Note, Series 1963,
F06445143A

Fingerprint card for Bessie Ruth Brewer

Page 4
PC-A5498 BX JV
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7
1-Mr, Frasler-sne.

l”wt“’ 7‘”“3‘&
Mr, Conrad A - 5-68

Sixtyeight items were received from the Memphis Office today
in connection with this cass., They consisted of a bullet from the victim's
body, & .30-08 Springfleld caliber Remington 'Camemaster'” slide-action
rifle, Mode! 76}, Serial Number 461476, with a Redlield telescope sight
attached, bearing Serial Number AlT350, several loaded . 30-08 caliber
cartridges of both commercial and military types, a bedspread, a
suitcase contalaing samerous toilet articles, maps, a sswspapesr section,
a dinocular, towel, handkerchief, a pair of socks, two cans of beer,
parchased ia Mississippl, and aeveral miscellanscus itexs. In addition
to the above, three twenty-doliar biils were sabmitted for fingerprint
examination,

The bullet from King's body is a . 30 caliber ne tal-jacketed,
aoft point, -sporting type rifie bullet, similar in all remaining characteristics
to the bullets ia five of the loaded cartridges found in the suitcase referred
to above. This suitcase was recovered by the Memphis Police Department
after being abandoned in the vicinity of 424 Sowth Main Street. A cartridge
case foand in this saitcase was identified as baviag been fired in the
Remington rifle referred to above which was also abandoned at this address.

Baged on general rifling Lopressions, the ballet from King's body
could have been firéed from the Remington rifle but dae to matilation of
the buliet, tasuificient marks of value for identification remain and it was
not possible to determing definitely whether or nit the iatal bullet came
{rom this rifle. This conciusion was reached indespendently by three of
the Laboratory’s firearms sxaminers.

Enclosure
l"‘mo Tm
l~ml’. m
1-Mr. Deloach
l"m‘ m
1~-Mr. Bishop

13 Mactadele

RAF:alb (it)

(CONTINUED - OvER)
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Memoranduin to Mr. Conrad
alao known 83 Jobn Villard;
MARTIN LUTBER KNG, JR, -

The Mempkis Clfice requestied the laboratery to determine
the sources of many of the ilems subnitted These czaminations
are going forward. 3ome of the items submitted contained kair and
foreign fibers of pessible valus for comparison with suspect's hair
and clothing: howsver, 10 date, we have received no sumpect’'s kair
wmmm

All hairs recovered to date are of Cancasian origin rather
fhan of Negreid or other origia.

All oaterial received has been photographed and whare appropriate,
has besa or is being examined for latent fiagerpriate.

The Mempbis Office is belng farnished a telotyps conceraing
the firearm s, hair and fiber, soll and document eanminations today.

ACTIGN: None, For inforzation,
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R = FBI 1

- ~ - : - . B '

Date: 4/4/68 ' : 0

- i

L . |

Transmit the following in TTyme i plainient or sade) :

. . » !

i AIRTEL AM ~ .

Via (Priority) |
e e e e e e e L

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

ATTN. FBI LABORATORY
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

UNSUB; Aka. John Willard;
. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM
- CIVIL RIGHTS

00: MEMPHIS .=

Submitted herewith is black box with caption
"Browning Shotguns, Rifles, Pistols, Mauser Rifle" appearing
on top of box. At end of box appears label bearing Number
130712 with marking '"Caliber 243W," Further descr1pt1ve data
~» on this label discloses’ it is Browning high-powered rifle, 22"
barrel, light with sights, grade Safari, and SN 444915,
Poss1b111ty exists that number may read "4Y44Z5 " '

In51de box is Remlngton Gamemaster rifle, Model 760.
Number appearing on rifle is 461476, Rifle bears Redfield
Tube Sight 2X7X. In addition, box contains clip which was
removed from weapon by SA O, V., JOHNSON. Also contained in
box is shell casing which was removed from weapon by SA O, Vv,
JOHNSON and SAC R, G. JENSEN. Also in box is package of Peters
high velocity center fire cartridges; nine cartridges in case,
eleven empty slots.

This material recovered by Inspector N, E, ZACHARY (NA),
Memphls Police Department, in area immediately in front of
424 South Main Street, This is location Canipe Amusement Co.
Box in which rifle contained was partially obscured and covered
by blanket of green herringbone type material. This blanket
also recovered by Inspector ZACHARY. It is noted blanket has
some mud stains thereon. Inspector ZACHARY advised blanket
is not property of roomlng house at which UNSUB stayed.
’3 BUREAU (Enc. ‘

MEMPHIS °

hoVal
L\Ud . Dl‘

AppAroved‘: ‘ { C /y*r/“’ Sent M Per

Specml Ag7;4t in Charge -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



REQUEST OF LABORATORY

Laboratory requested to examine all p0551b1e places on

" rifle, scope, cartr1dges and box for possible evidence of finger-

prints,

In connection with enclosed blanket, Laboratory requested to
submit to soil examination since evidence of soil appears thereon.
Also determine, if possible, nature of composition of blanket, as
to whether it is synthetic or animal fiber. If possible, determine

, percentage of content, if it is a mixed type composition, cotton fiber,

woolen fiber, or synthetic fiber. Also advise if possible any
knowledge available to Laboratory as to possible manufacturer of
blanket. Any other appropriate examination in connection with this
blanket should be conducted by the Laboratory.

;‘;2-,
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FBI b
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Date: 4/4/68 :

Transmit the following in '

: (Type in plaintext or code) 1'

- K . : '

' Via _ AIRTEL AM IR !

_ (Piiority) |
e e e e e e e e e e e e e ——————— s e e

TO:  DIRECTOR, FBI :
: ATTN: FBI LABORATORY

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P
UNSUB, Aka., John Willard;

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, -~ VICTIM
CR

AIRTEL #2

Re Airtel #1 submitted this date, Attn: FBI Laboratory.

- In separate container there is submitted second item

. recovered by Inspector N, E, ZACHARY (NA), Memphis PD, in same

area as rifle submitted in prior Airtel. This zipper bag was
recovered in area in front of 424 South Main Street. Business
located at this address is Canipe Amusement Co. '

" Individual items in blue zipper bag, 20 x 30 inches, have
not been individually marked. They were all, however, recovered
by Inspector ZACHARY. Contents of bag are as follows:

(1) - In outside zipper compartment is one ‘small magnétic tack
hammer ., - . ‘
(2) Small needle-nose type pliers bearing sales tag, or -

identifying tag, on handle which reads either "Compage'" or
"Rompage'" Hardware,

(3) Georgia-Alabama Standard Oil map.-

(4) "Commercial Appeal,™ Memphls newspaper, first section only,
issue ot April 4, 1968.

(5) Standard 0il U;fs: map.

3 RUREAU (Enc. . : RN
1 MEMPHIS ,—RGJ:BN (4) IR
- Approved: : 5Q a K7 L / Sent M Per _

Specml Age(nt in Charge ’

I
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ME 44-1987

When opened blue bag ha§~1nsert and enclosed in 1nsert s
is one roll of toilet paper.

In bag proper is a set ot binoculars Banner by Bushnell,
binocular case and a box in which b1nocu1ars in case belong.
Binoculars carry magnifying 7 x 35_and No. DQ408664.

(2) Gillette shaving kit - razor, lotion, foamy cream.
"Right Guard, Heads Up -~ appears purchased from Oliver Rexall Drug

Store, Whitdhaven, Tenn., price $1.89.

(3) Gray paper sack bearing York Arms Co. price tag $41.55,
dated 4/4/68. This appears to be bag in which binoculars purchased.

(4) One white and yellow checked towel.
~ (5) One white handkerchigf, no laundry mark.-
(6)  TubéfCo1géfé tbothpaste- ’
(7) Pair black'socks
< B8) 7 oz. can R1ght Guard o
(9) 6~ Tran51stor Channel Master Radio
.(10) Bottle Bufferln , .
(11) 'Str1nc belt, gray 1nﬁcolor.
(12) Brillcream
(13) Bottle of one-a-day Vitamins
(14) Cashmere Bouquet bar of soap
.(15)' Hair brush
(16) Dial Soap

(17)' Head and Shoulders Shampoo bearing=Liggitt-Rexall #1678,
Price $1.10. ' .

(18) Can Kiwi brown polish

-

_o.
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' ME 44-1987

(19) Palmolive Rapid Shave with Liggitt Rexaii“#3478, 79¢
(20) Loose button, marcon color T
(21) Tobth brush and SAfety faéofWAw o
(22) Mennin Afta . )
| (23) Cameo Small toilet soap
(24) Two bobby pins
| (25) 2 cans Schlitz beer in paper sack.

" REQUEST OF LABORATORY T
rLabofatoryvrequested to arrange for appropriate latéht
fingeprint examination of all items contained herein, as well as

exterior and interior of blue bag, various and sundry items

enclosed inside bag, and various compartments. Consider all for
possibility latent fingerprint examination,

S
~

In addition to latent examination, Laboratory should

“ conduct any appropriate Laboratory examination that will assist

Memphis in determining manufacturer and distributor of any of
items enclosed in blue bag. ' '

See next page for additional Request of Laboratory.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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) FBI o
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Date: |

.?cmsmlt the following in (Type in plaintext or code) :

. ) '

Vi ' : N 4
+Via » ~(Priority) \

e e e e e e e e e e e ——— ) IR
ME 44-1987

REQUEST OF FBI LABORATORY

, Laboratory requested to process all material within
thls outer compartment for fingerprints and conduct any other
appropriate Laboratory examination to assist Memphis in
ascertaining where this material came from,

Apprdved: - _ Sent : M Per - A -
Special Agent in Charge ‘
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FI3-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
. o

- FBI .
~ 0 E | Date: 4/4/68

Transmit the following in
: . (Type in plaintext or code)

r...__l__.__._-.—.—__.—-._._._;_

Vi AIRTEL
: : (Priority)
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI :
ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: UNSUB, aka
John Willard;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, =
VICTIM
CR

(00 Memphis) + 7

Submitted herewith under separate cover is the
bullet which was removed from Dr. KING's body. It is
requested the Laboratory perform the necessary examinations

~* to determine if this bullet came from the rifle being
submitted,

In addition to item mentioned above, there is
submitted herewith 3 separate $20 bills bearing the following
serial numbers:

Federal Reserve Note
Series 1963 A SN F14002844A

Federal Reserve Note ,
Series 1963 A SN H16164663A

Federal Reserve Note

Series 1963 SN F06445143A \ﬁg .

o These were received from BESSIE RUTH BREWER at

: flop house in which captioned subjcct stayed. Mrs. BREWER
advised subject paid her this date .shortly after 3:00 P.M,
with a $20 bill, She does not know which of these $20
bills subject used. Therefore, Laboratory requested to
have necessary latent examination conducted on these $20

- Bureau (1-Package) (Encs 5)
*————4—-—Hemphis

. RGJ mnr \Z{ S
Approve / [ Sl Sent k ’ M = Per

szocml Agenf in Charge
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ME 44-1987

bills. Also enclosed herewith are prints of BESSIE ‘RUTH
BREWER for elimination purposes.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



l“'mc Mm 1"’“’0 m

1-Mr. Mohr 1-Mr. Martindale
, 4/5/68 . Conrad
PLAINTEXT 1-Mr. DeLoach 1-Office, T133
1-Mr. Rosen 1-Mr. Frasier,
TELETYPRE 1 URGENT 7410

TO SAC MEMPHIS (44-1087)
FROM DIRECTOR FBI

UNSUB.; AKA. JOHN WILLARD; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
VICTIM; CR.

REURAIRTELS APRIL FOUR,

SERIAL NUMBER ON RIFLE BOX WEICH ORIGINALLY
CONTAINED BROWNING RIFLE DETERMINED TO BE FOUR SEVEN FOUR
FOUR Z FIVE.

BULLET FROM VICTIM I8 POINT THAMRTY CALIBER METAL-~
JACKETED SOFT POINT SPORTING TYPE BULLET OF REMINGTON -
PETERS MANUFACTURE. BULLET I8 IDENTIFIABLE IN ALL
REMAINING PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS TO ONE FIVE ZERO GRAIN
BULLETS IN FIVE LOADED CALIBER POINT THIRTY - ZERO SIX
SPRINGFIELD REMINGTON - PETERS CARTRIDGES IN SUBMITTED
PETERS CARTRIDGE BOX WHICH ALSO CONTAINED FOUR U. &.
MILITARY CARTRIDGES OF REMINGTON MANUFPACTURE CONTAINING
FULL-METAL JACKETED BULLETS.

RAF:fch (1)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




TELETYPE TO MEMPRIS
RE: UNSUB.; AKA, JOHN WILLARD; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,,
VICTIM; CR

BASED ON GENERAL RIFLING IMPRESSIONS, BULLET FROM
VICTIM COULD HAVE BEEN FIRED FROM POINT THIRTY - ZERO SIX
SPRINGFIELD CALIBER REMINGTON GAMEMASTER RIFLE, MODEL
SEVEN SIX ZERO, SERIAL NUMBER FOUR SIX ONE FOUR SEVEN SIX,
DUE TO MUTILATION OF BULLET, INSUFFICIENT MARKS OF VALUE FOR
IDENTIFICATION REMAINING AND NOT POSSIBLE TO DETERMINE
WHETHER OR NOT BULLET FIRED FROM SUBMITTED REMINGTON
RIFLE.

" NO RECORD NSPI OR NCIC OF REMINGTON RIFLE;OF A
BROWNING POINT TWO FOUR THREE WINCHESTER CALIBER RIFLE,
SERIAL NUMBER FOUR SEVEN FOUR FOUR Z FIVE; OF A REDFIELD
TELESCOPIC SIGHT, SERIAL NUMBER A ONE SEVEN THREE FIVE ZERO;
OR BUSHNELL BINOCULAR, SERIAL NUMBERD Q FOUR ZERO EIGHT
SIX SIX FOUR.

FINE SMEARS AND DEPOSITS OF SILTY SOIL FOURD ON
LARGE GREEN AND BROWN CLOTH SUITABLE FOR COMPARISON
PURPOSES. SPECIFIC ORIGIN OF SOIL CANNOT BE DETERMINED BY.
LABORATORY EXAMINATION,

BROWN AND GREEN CLOTH FOUND WITH RIFLE I8 BEDSPREAD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




TELETYPE TO MEMPHIS
RE: UNSUB.; aKA, JOHN WILLARD; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
VICTIM; CR
MEASURING ONE ZERO SIX AND ONE~-FOUNTH INCHES BY EIGAT FIVE
aND ONE FOURTH INCHES, BEDSPREAD COMPOSBED OF SEVENTYFIVE
PERCENT COTTON AND TWENTYFIVE PERCENT RAYON AND SIMILAR
TO THOSE USED IN HOTELS AND MOTE LS, NO MARKINGS FOUND TO
INDICATE ITE SOURCE O MANUFACTURER.

BEOWN COTTON FIBERS, GREEN COTTON FIBERS AND
GEEEN BAYON YIBERS LIKE THOSE COMPOSING BEDSPREAD FOUND ON
RIFLE AND IN DEBEIS FROM KRIFLE BOX,

SUITCASE, BLUE IN COLOE, CONTAINED NUMEROUZ
TOILET ITEMS, MAFS, PAPER BAGS AND OTHER ITEME, TOILET ITEMS
ain s ALL COMMON BRARDS, OF INTEREET AHE TWO CANS OF ECHUITZ
BEFRit, EACH BEAKING TAX STAMP: INDICATING TREY WERE PURCHASED
IN MISSISSIFPL, NEW PalR OF BINOCULARS, CASE AND CARTON FOR
BINOCULaXRS FOUND IN SUITCASE, CARTON INDICATED BINOCULARS
S0LD FOR THIRTYNINE NINETYFIVE AND COMPUTED ON CAKRTON ©AB
THIRTYNINE NINUTYFIVE PLUS ONE SIXTY, TOTALING FORTYONE
FIFTYFIVE., & GRAY BAG OF YORK ARMS COMPANY, MEMPHIS, WITH
COST REGISTEY RECEIFT IN AMOUNT OF FORTYORE FIFTYFIVE INGIDE
INDICATES BINOCULARS PURCHASED AT YORK ARMS COMPANY HAVING

FOLGOWING THEEE LOCATIONS IN MEMPHIS: DOWNTOWN - ONE SIX

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




TELETYPE TO MEMPHIS
RE: UNSUB.; AKA. JOHR WILLARD; MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR., VICTIM; Ck
TWO SOUTH MAIN; EAST - POPULAR PLAZA AND SOUTH - WHITEHAVEN
PLAZA,

NUMEROUS BROWN HEAD HAIRS OF CAUCASIAN ORIGIN
FOUND ON BEDSPREAD, TOWEL AND HAIRBRUSH FOUND IN SUITCASE
AND LOOSE IN SUITCASE. HAIRS SUITABLE FOR COMPARISONS.
NUMEROUS BROWN TO BLACK BEARD FRAGMENTS OF CAUCASIAN
FOUND ON TWO SAFETY RAZORS FROM SUITCASE WHICH ARE SUITABLE
FOE COMPARISONS.

NO NEGROID HAIRS FOUND,

TRKADENAME "HOMESTEAD" ON LARGE PAPER BAG WHICH
CONTAINED BEER REGISTERED TO GRAHAM PAPER COMPANY,
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURL

SMALL RADIO SUBMITTED BEARS SCHATCHES INTERPRETED
TO READ "T ZERO FOUR ONE FIVE" Ok "T ZERC FOUR FOUR FIVE,"
ANY SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS UNKNOWN, RADIO WILL BE RE-EXAMINED
AFTEF LATENT EXAMINATION,

NO WRITING OR SIGNIFICANT INDENTED IMPRESSIONS ON
OTHER BAGS, MAPS, NEWSPAPER AND BINOCULAR BOX.

LATENT RESULTS AND COMPLETE LABORATORY REPORT
BEING FURNISHED SEPARATERY.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Date: : 4:‘/,4/"6;8 i

ot e )t

i)

e A 2R e

DIRECTOR, ¥BI ~
ATLN: BRI LADORATORY

FROM:  SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

S UNSUB; Aka. John Willard; L
CMARTIN LUTIUR LK1RG, JR. - VICTIM
,CIVIL RIGITS : -

ﬂjoo:‘ MEMPIITS

Submlttcd hPrCWL(h is bl%ck box W1th captlon*
NDWning Shotguns, Rifles, Pistols, Mauser lele"i
~n.top.of box, At end of box qppuars label. bearing
00712 with marking "Caliber 243 . Further descripti
(Y this label discloscs it is. Blo‘ning high=- powered,
cberrel, light with sights, grade Satari, and SN 444915
.lu‘“iblllty exists that numbov my read “4Y44Z5 "

lgcaring on rlfle 1 461476 :

; it 2X7X. In addition, box contalne ¢

yumoved from weapon by SA O. V. JOHNSON. Also. contnlned in
i is shell casing which was removed from weapon by SA{O Ve

"JOHNSON and SAC R, G. JENSEN. Also in box is: packageaof Pet

bhigh velocity center fire c artrxd«us,'nlne cartrldges in-casey
e :n~empty slots.

iNemph s Pol1co Dcpartment in area 1mmod1ate1y in front

124 South Main Strcet. ThlS is location Canlpc Amusement Co,
;UUK in which rifle contained was partially obscured andi ver
by blanket otf green hcrr:ngbone type material. This blanket
also: recovered by Inspector ZACHARY. It is notedvblanket ‘has
nome mud std1ns thcreon. Inspector ZACHARYCadv"‘ )

is

) BUREAU (Enc.
1" MEMPHIS

_mmaé fAn.m(( m mm qe
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REGUF“T 0}

I/\;..“{:X'.‘-;

vLabcratory'rcquoﬁm

cartridges

< In connection Wlth cnclo~od hlankot Laboratory‘requested

byt to soil ex 1m1n1t

if po

»y determine,
¢yntha11v or

ey

ntage of contvnt
>y11uhr

»‘en fiber, or
ledge available to Lot
‘ “Any other appropn
sgetishould be. conduct

JP“” “V1U”1ce ol 5011 appears'thereon

3

aq1 f)hor
a mixed type composxtlon
hlso advige . if: possib e

to pos 51ble inufac ©
ination in conn'ctio with his
t;e Lnboratory

ora Lm v 'L
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FBI .

Dater 4/4/68

I I i
‘ F . (Type in plarutot or

v(['ll mr'l))

' DIRECTOR, FBI
oo ATTN: Fﬂl(LA’ORAlORY
*SAC, MEMDHIS (44-1887) P

'UNSUB, Aka, Johnb villa 1‘(1
MARTIN LUTHER KI1NG, JR, - VICTIN

AIRTEL #2

ulne Airtcl #1 submitted this date, Attn:

In sopﬁrttu contai ar thero is submltteu second,l em

Indlvidual items in bluc zipper bag
,nnL been individually marka They were all however,‘
‘by Inspector ZACHARY, Contentk of bhag are as follows

1) ‘f In outside 21ppcr compartment is one sma111maghét ¢ tack
ammer. - ca B b

Georgia Alabama Standqrd 011 map

). "Commer01a1 Appoal " Memphis newspaper;{fxr3t~se-t on-only
1ssue oI Aprll 4, 1968, SRR S

,(5) : tandard 0il U, S, map.

q nH?WAU {nnn' s

.1MLMPHIS f/7RGJ/p (4) "A/fAf
iTOVedf: Q : (7 [r,a(, Py
. Spobiah Vit Chrviis

Se.nt I
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:1 hen
& roll

yelar

oo (2)
Rny:t Guard,

: {
mrw~necl bluc Lo bos insort
of toilet papor,
'In‘bag.propor is o el ol b nnﬂrJOV“ Ba ner;by Pushnell

: case
1nngulqrs carry magnii

v7fdz.

v‘ (8)’ can Rxght Guard ‘
f(KQ)',G Transxstor Channel Lu 1or‘Raéioii
uﬁ(ﬁbj‘ Bottlc BUAJOPIU
J:(Ii) String belt, gfa? in color:
*kiz) Brillcrean |
vi(lB) Bottle of one- dwy Vitamins :}-k
(14) Cashmere Bouquot bar ol soapv
(15) Hair brush
(16) Dlal Soap
,'1(17) Head and Shoulders Shnmpoo bear1ng*L1gg1ttﬁ
rice $1 10.

and a box in which binoculars. in case belo

fying 7.%‘35 and No;-DQdOSGG@
Gillette snaving kit ~Ar“70r' ]otzon,

‘Nleads Up ~ appears purchased Irom Olivér‘R xdl Drug
tpz,,,Vhltdhaven, Tenn,, price'ﬁl.uu
xh (3) " Gray papev sack bearing loxk Arms Co. price t:
: fered 4/4/68 This appears to be bag in whlch:blnocular"
; (4)' One white and yellow éhgckediﬁoﬁ@l
i ‘(5)530ne white handhﬁr h: ", no laundry marl
‘ (6} JTube Colgate toothpasﬁe‘.
(7)) Pair bladk socks

Can Kiwi brown poiish-

-2
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Palmolive jtipid Shave Wi bl
- (20)  Loose button, maredn coiow

.f(?l) Tooth brush and ﬂnfeiy ranon

L(QZ) FMcnnin-Afta

- (23) Cameo Small toilet soap

- (24) Two'bdhby pins

. (25) 2 cans Schlitz Iy‘m n pa;muf»sack;f

Labov11ory rcqu““tv to arrnnvo for appropriate:laté
1 ngeprlnt ecxamination of all itoms contained herein '
exterior and interior of bluo bagr, various and sundry‘ltems
] scd inside bag, and varioug conparitments, Con81der~
;llty latent finwo;pr;nt examination, G

‘In addition to 11 ent e: anlnntlon Laboratory sho
ct any appropriate Laboratory O"amanatlon that Will
mphis in determining manufac turcr and dzstrlbutorw
] enclosed in bluc bag,. 5

assi

mSee next page Tor nddltlonﬁl noquest oi Laﬁbﬁatbry

-200
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Date:

f';/)['(,‘ i plaintest o

ME 44-1987

REQUP‘T oF }»1 LAROI Amouy

thn 3. outcr comp'\r(,'nont fcn- f:nrfc
appropriate Labor atory examinati
qurtaining vheroe this Sind
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() IV(::' "/’/ﬁc)

: ©  DIRECTOR, ¥Pi. |
TR ATTEHTION  TRY TAAJYﬁfﬂRY

CFROM: . SAC, MENWILS (4419 o7y (J:)

SUBJECT: . UNSUB, ala

' oo John Wildlovd; o e g
MARTIN LULIER KING, Jir, -
VICTIN ‘ T
CR

(oo }uomphiﬁ) A

~ P Submjiiﬁd horewith undar nupay te cover is,th
bu11et which was rowoved from Dy, - hlrb'" body.' I
requested the Luboratory porforin the nccessary examinat
to dotermine 1if thiw.bulle came‘irom the rifle being
submitted. S S S

oo Inm addition to item mentioned above, there is
ubmitted hercwith 3 separate $20 bills bearing'the'foll
ser al number : o : S :

Federal Rosorve hote : -
Seriea 1963 A SN F14002844A :

,Fedoral Leserve Note
Series 19G3 A SN HlGlGAGGBA

Federal Roeserve Note S
Serieﬁ 1963 ‘SN F06445143A ,_Jy;,

The e were rocelved from BFSSIE RUTH BRBWER at
‘flOp house in which captioned subject stayed. Mrs.. BREWER;
advised subject paid her this date. shortly after 3:00 P,M
with a $20 bill, She does not know which of these $20
bills subject used. Therefore, Laboratory requested to
have necessary latent examination conducted on these $20

fL- Bureau (l-Package) (Encs 5)

3 I'nmnh’in .
enpa g N

N I R ; - P TIL
: \~”("k L R Pl Sent_ Z

’W"V’:g'lfri /\ﬁmﬂ in Charan
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