
Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: MURKIN

Although Captain Steele concluded that Ray escaped in the 
bread truck, he pointed out that it would have been necessary for Bay 
to use a false bottom in the bread box if the bread was neatly stacked 
as described by two guards. No false bottom was found and Steele 
raised the question, "Why should the inmate dispose of the false be ttom 
when the bread was mangled beyond use?"

Carmen E. Ramage, Oklahoma City, advised that she is acquainted
with Robert Dale Porter who was released from/Mlssouri State 
Penitentiary, 12/8/67. Porter told Ramage that Ray had not escaped 
in a bakery truck as reported in the newspapers but had escaped in a 
guard's uniform which he obtained when he was working in the dry cleaning 
plant at the prison. Porter said that Ray and the guard had been good 
friends and that the guard has since been fired. It is noted that one 
inmate previously interviewed stated that Ray had actually walked out 
the front door instead of hiding in a bread truck.

ACTION:

Vigorous investigation is continuing to locate Ray as quickly J
as possible. ■ .
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Mr. oeLoaeii

JU Umma

MWO

May 3, Ml

1 • Mr. Sallivaa
1 - Mr. Trotter

Tito ease levelves the murder of Marti® Lather King, Jr.

Attached Is a photograph of Bay that has jest baa® obtetaed from 
the Bretol Inspector at Los AagehMi. ft Mi baas determined from 
toM^tof Bamber# or th# itoft of this Polaroid grtat that the film was 
aantoftiradtoMpit) 1967. The photograph was mailed oa or aboot 
2/17/98 to a girl 1^^^^ ^M^i ’̂(Fl^^^^BBI fl^ ^^SlfiMW^I^flft^hMM^J ®fel^&^ This

detail of the Maes am! features of Ms face the® provisos photograph* have 
show®.

ACTION: 5 ^ ?
wnr'i vir -nniirnw ^ (. „»

,r t- TMi Astoosii for wide '
tiotoogiAtoold |MtoN sod Lagats. !/

Bactosare ~ -^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



RECEIVED

Hay Z 12 50 pm’68

EE
li^

 ^x̂^
C
11 h

 R
 & U

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Mr. McGowan, 1711

Mr. Griffith 
1 - Mr. Davina

puxms

mmri

s/am

UXOR?

TO: SAC, ATLANTA (W-OWJ

FROM: BIl®mi FBI C *^-38 861) 

mon

REOAIRTEL MT TWO SWMWMS HERTZ Om AGREEMENT

wmi®«s im# immcate that i.»a smw « 

®miT AGMEMEMT « ®»O» W JAMES EARL RAT, SUBJECT 

W Tils CASE ?, »«m} LIMITED MATURE GF PSHWB 

WRITING PRECLUDES A DEFINITE #WX®r*

LATEST RESULTS WWIW SEPARATEE*. COP* BRIM® 

BEST AIRMAIL TO MEMPHIS.

1 - MEMPHIS (#I4MT^ - Airmail

NOTE FOR MEMPHIS: Mo Laboratory report will bo submitted 
regarding tho result® of the examination 
•at above.

FMDitaw (7)
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Mr. Conrad May 3, 1968

W. D. Griffith

MURKIN
CR

Iha Bureau has received a picture post card 
postmarked ’’SAINT PAUL MINN APR 29 *68" addressed to 
"f.B,IM Washington, D.C,” This card is hand printed 
and handvritten and bears the message "Happy Hunting 
Sincerely Eric Galt."

It was concluded that the bandwriting and hand 
printing appearing on the post card referred to above 
were not prepared by Janos Earl Ray, the subject in this 
case.

The above described material has been forwarded 
to the Latent Fingerprint Section for appropriate examina­
tion.

Recommendation: None. For Information.

1 - Mr. Mohr
1 - Mr. Deloach
1 - Mr. Rosen (Mr. Long EMO)

1 - Mr. Griffith
1 - Mr. Mortimer
1 - Lab File

JHM:AW (7)
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PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE URGENT

TO SAC DENVER (187-203)

FROM n3 ICTOR FBI (44-38881)

MURKIN.

REDNAIRTEL APRIL TWENTYNINE LAST SUBMITTING

REGISTRATION CARD OF THE ROCKLAND HOTEL, DENVER, FOR ONE 

SAM MAJEY OR MASEY.

iwvtsEW*vs MmfiTOinnif hira mat

EXECUTED BY SUBJECT JAMES EARL RAY? HOWEVER, LIMITED AND 

DISTORTED NATURE OF HANDWRITING AND HAND PRINTING PRECLUDE 

DEFINITE OPINION.

LATENT RESULTS FURNISHED SEPARATELY. COPY BEING 

SENT AIRMAIL TO MEMPHIS.

1 - Memphis (44-1887) - Airmail

NOTE FOR MEMPHIS: No Laboratory report will be submitted regarding 
^tfl^oSiVMmBii!i^ set out above.

HI
JHM:mb(7) '^ J Ip® W »t?

tttt^h - tuwiH
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M^’v^ - same

to 3 I I50 IN ’SB
F B I^(HUFOHt onw
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Laboratory iransmittal F’orm
7-72

^.... LABORATORY ___ «....-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

m, Ma#i« («•«#> Date: W >• woo

Re: NOON 
at 
00 J MM^lh

FBI File No.

Lab. No. #4MNtt

AirUl WW

Remarks:

Ton *111 IM M|MMt*ly 00*1*001 MfMHUoc Wm 
Molt* of th* ti*|i9|*i# OMMlnofIchi om! di*|MitlM of

2 . Mt (44*310) StetocarM (3) (2 Lob revert)

JI9t:AV (10)

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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REPORT
of the

7-lb

.._-*;-_ LABORATORY —a.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

to: fBI, ItavMe (M*im) D te "ViJS8
FBI File No.

B Lob. NO. JI
CR

Specimens received S/l/08

Q302 Hitt MnlOjp# postmarked Wtt, MB AM #6 Alt” 
bttUNUf MwIvvlttM MidMM *1 B X Qnaha 1Mb***

MMMHf* BN^Mrtit **JiBM WfI# Myv girl *****

■emit of emlaitiM:

Bpocisiens 0302 yM Q8W wow searched Ob
a^ro^Ute wctiou of tin AaoipMB Letter rile but could 
not be MMtifM with any prior sutMLaaions to thl* file*

No MuM wititfi vetenMuts or 'Other idowtlffiM 
feet tires wore noted on either 0302 or 0303»

It wen concluded that the onathMI writing on these 
items M* not prepared by AAV KARL RAT, 071 and rail*

Photograms are retained*
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Laboratory Transmittal Form
7-72

.. JtL.. LABORATORY ___ A..... 1 - L*b Fil*
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

BI, MN#!# <44013*7) Date: *9 I, 1040

Examination requested by:

FBI File No- if-Mitfi
Lab-No- MWVM 11

Reference:

iMOivilli

MfUl 4/13/4®
Examination requested:

4147 %• #Amt mroImi *4 Rp* imm! 1* MMBctw* *5 tt^i

OlAMltft SIMA!** 7* *0* If tlB NO* IHUmf A* Bl BMtM(

fMflft B 
wwwN> • • v RW4MrVWwl*

1 • taMIto (44-047)

1 - CMMgt (44-1114)

JHM:AV (10)

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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Laboratory Transmittal Form 
7-72

...^L.. LABORATORY —ft.

1 - Hr. ROMS 
(Mr. UHM 2260)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 - Mr. Mortieer 
1 - Lab File

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

To: Bl, i*^u» (44-1267) Date: MW t* MMMI

Re: MWOM
CM
001 mhom*

FBI File No.

Lab. No. II
Examination requested by:

Reference:

Loa Angelos

Airtol VM/M
Examination requested: * FiR|nriri*t
R emarks:

Rm wffl Im Mrtioi niwMOy hobNAM the 
ftMlt* et the fttjMF^H MHAMtiOl Mt ttMOAtiM •£ 
0296 Ml W.

IWIOTKIW W MW FmVfoJ 

3 • Loe MgiiM (44-1074) ImImm (2) (S Lob report)

JHMtAW (10)

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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REPORT
of the

7-lb

. ^^ LABORATORY _„...A__

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

o MIX, IN#1* (44.1180 D e *tj»
FBI File No. 444N81

Be: OMOII 1 ^b- X°. B4O|H

Specimens received 4/W8I

QN8

8th Street Umi
>ttoi iMnm "TBI 1840 West 
calif."

£IGMB9 CkO^hA^ih *40 O* 4* *4*O**IUih4l mo. iMeAaAife* |^g*4L|Hrf|uK*

etiohir ter W. Me I. Gelt 1535 Samaa 1.. A.

laaalt *4 MMtMtiM:

l^picinn ^^IBU Oil ^m^ nwo iOtHpolil OloooolO 001

Wi W MMKMMNI wlWl pTlw WMWiWHI W Ml* WW#

received la tMe eaae attrllMcted

ww MH.
^IBUJ OOiNO ^^ftWF 10^0 OiOMHOfOONPOkl'^Llil^ HJOO^ii^O’ Motap^ha

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Laboratory Tro-imittui Form 
7-72 • Mr. bomb 

(Mr. Long 3260)

1 - Mr. Mortimer 
1 - Lab Filo.AL... LABORATORY ___ ft..

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

FBI, Memphis (44-1007) D te May 1, I960

He: MQBKXM

00: Memphis

Examination requested by:

Reference:

Examination requested:

Lo* Angele*

Airtel 4/12/00

Doctoment - Microscopic

FBI File No. 04>»3SS61 
Lab- no. 0^561388 jg

PC-A5960 IZ

Is vie* of the elimination of Jerome Vernon a* a 
•aspect la this matter, the items designated in the attached 
report as 1207 and ALSO SUBMITTED sere net treated for 
latent fingrprintc.

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) 

2 * Los Angeles (44-1274) Endosarcs (2) (2 Lab report)

JOI: AW (10)

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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REPORT
of the

-*1—. LABORATORY -—A__

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

° m# Memphis (44-1W D te May X, 1908
FBI File No.

Re: IRUON Lab’No' 0-881288 JK
<31 PC-A5960 IZ

Specimens received 4/12/66

K207 Laundry list Mi. 3088, coat*inline #m «wli laundry 
1*9* Mtiiiei Mr** Bom 8*rrio* LemOy tsi Dry CImumnii 
I4M M(JwMMI| wlXJwHIlJI

ALSO SISJMITTH): Spiral notebook, lodger Mts, tablet and 
Uniworaity notebook all containing lawndry

feMMlt Of «MdMtlMt

The 007 laundry tap* La aiaiUr to the QM and 070 
laundry tana* in collar. oonatructie* and cauotitiM* 

daaa 8mania Im 1 14**k**KKI* BIWBBNMI 1/1 HCB By * m/w MwwMI» Too MW* KM* Mow
tayo* ******* 1/d lack by 1 1/18 liotea*

lb* ala* of type and printing character let ice of 
K807 ar* aiaiiar to too** ** Qw, ww an* Dw indicating that 
all ny haw* boo* prepared by th* om* nachine. 7b* lac* of 
significant identifying feature* proclndod a definite conclusion 
•oM w*m( gwioMI a .

The Mtaittte notarial io taearMrily retained.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

FBI, WO* (45-1307) D te W 1# l«»

Re: MUGI 
o 
oo । ibmhi*

FBI File No.

Lab. No.

Examination requested by:

Reference:

Tea?*, mo ittaelKO

4/16/08, Alrtele

44-W1 
11-541772 
0-501773 
Mfim

)«

Examination requested:

R emarks:

BkImmiwi (ft) (ft I# report)

1 * Sen fniKlKO (173-55) Bacloeore (1^ report)

JHM:AV (10)
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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REPORT
of the

7-lb

. ^^„ LABORATORY ..-..X_...

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

° FBI, Memphis (44-1987)

Re: MOROI 
CR D-S61773

D-561774
JR
JR

Specimens received g/py/gg, f^g ^J # ^

K20S Four sheet* of ruled paper each containing seapies 
of laundry tape* obtained froa four Therno-Beal

Specimen received 4/39/88, fro* IM, Ban Francisco

R209 Throe pieces of shite cloth containing suple of 
laundry tapes Obtained free Economy Cleaners, San Carlos, 
California (throe different TheraO'-Soal sachinoo)

Specimen received 4/28/68, froa FBI, San Francisco

1210 mar pieces of cloth containing a total of sixteen 
laundry tapes obtained fro* Deluxe laundry, 
Oakland, California

Result of examination:

It vm cMel#d*d tb*t ths (iwstloMd liundiy tB|M 
^KjJ^p^OK^Rj^ft^i CN^ ^i^l^F JUfl^i ^^3^1^ KKKRA A^J^ JMRII^MKR^K^ b^* the Machine with 
serial nuabor 30*42 (a portion of 2210) or the Machine with 
serial nunber 32067 (a portion of 126*). Differences sere 
noted botsoon the Buostienod laundry tags and the other known 
specimens but the lack of significant differences precluded a 
definite opinioa from being reached.

The submitted items described above have been 
retained.
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Laboratory ‘Transmittal Form 
7-72

-^L._ LABORATORY —A----

Mr. Rosea 
(Mr. Long 2260) 
MrMl rjMitd 
Mr. Mortimer 
Ub Filo

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

° FBI, >M#to (44-1387) Date: May 1, IMO

Examination requested by:

FBI File No.

Lab. No. M#M«r A

Reference:

Itausa. Charlotta. 
wMUMnilt B-MM17 JI

Alrtals, 4/26/68
Examination requested:

Remarks:

tetam (2) (3 Lob report)

1 - UMM (157-3331) KnclMmro (Lab report)

1 - Charlotte (44-1335) Btlsaat (Lab report)
1 * Jacksoevllle (44-763) tetoaM (Lab report) 

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (11)
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7-lb

of the
REPORT

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

JBI, NMphic (44-1987) Bate: Hj 1, 1968
FBI File No.

Lab. No. D-MW JI 
0-561888 JI 
0-561817 JI

Specimens received 4/30/68* from IBS* jatitaoiville

012 Piece of ebth containing fourteen Maples of laundry 
tape obtained iron Tillaan Laundry and Cleaners, 
Jacksonville, Florida

Specinon received 4/39/68, iron FBI, Charlotte

Gram a1(h« HH9w i>S|NMI vBoBUNMI XKo Wo
Thorno—Seal saddSM loested at Canton Laundry, 
Cante* > Berth Carolina

Socinen received 4/29/68, fro* FBI, Thaws
14 Throe sanplo laundry tapes obtained iron Vinter Park 

Laundry, Vinter Park, Florida

Inalt of esantnatiM:

Differences were noted between the laundry tans
IWWMhvW Oa*9 wNI OW wWMI .WMpKrM wA wo®
laundry tags appearing on 097 and 099, hot the lack of significant 
characteristics precluded a definite doternination regarding 
these spocinsns.

012, 013 and K 14 have been retained.
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Laboratory Transmittal Form 
7-72 1 - Mr. Rosen

_-*£._ LABORATORY ---- A

(Mr. Long 2260) 
I^lnsCMuad 
1 - Mr. Mortimer 
1 - Lab File

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

° FBI, Memphis (44-1687) Date: May 1, }M8

Re: MUROM 
CR 
00: Memphis

FBI File NO. 44-38861
Lab. No. 0-861775 JI

Examination requested by:

Reference:

Examination requested:

Kansas City

Airtel 4/27/68

Document
Remarks:

Enclosures (2). (2 Lab; Hti^rt)
1 T 5

2

1

1 
1

- Kansas City (44-760),Lnelosures (2) (2 Lab report)

- Birmingham(44-1740) Enclosure (Lab report)

- Atlanta (44-2386) Sactttbr® (Lab report)
- Los Angeles (44*1574) Enclosure (Lab report) 

JHM:AW ^INISTRATIVE PAGE
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RECEDED - CONRAD

Apr 30 5 22 PH’68

F 8 I 
LABUkA’W DIVISION
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of the
REPORT

AK— LABORATORY __A_

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

FBI, lM#is (44-1987)

Re: amax 
at

1, 198# 
44-38861 
D-36177S J*

Specimens received 4/29/68

witu wcwMM ra^o*Mf iBirty-roer pieces ox 
paper boor lag purported known h#od»ritlag and hand 
prUtiaf of IMO BAKU MT, obtained trail his tils 
at licaari Stats tUmiteutiary

Basalt at waaniaBtioni

Xt was concluded that tbs guestioned hand printing 
appear lag on item attributed to Brie S. Galt was prepared 
by IAIB8 OH. BAT, 071 Md Kill.

Because of the presence of characteristics Mich 
rannot be exolainod the known handwritten
JAMBS BAKU BAT, it cannot be definitely determined whether 
the Wwf lawyer* signature on 079 wan prepared by this 
individual! however, aipifiont handwriting similarities were 
noted.

Specinea Oil has been phobnsraphod and is 
temporarily retained.
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Laboratory Transmittal Form
7-72 ’ -

_^ LABORATORY ™Jl

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

l-Ur. ROMs
1 o^t^s 2200)

1-Mr. Mortleer 
1-Ub rile

FBI, Msephis (44-1987) Date: April 30, loss

Re: KORKIN 
at 
00: Meephis

FBI File No. 44-38801 
^b. No. MllWl JI

Examination requested by: LOS iiplM
Reference: Alrtel 4/28/08

Examination requested: Doewmi - Fingerprint

Remarks:

eepnretoip rognrsing too
results of the fingerprint exnelnntion end disposition of 0393 and 
0394.

jhKmMwm (•) mo report)

2 - Leo Angeles (44-1074) foc^nrM (2) (2 Lab report)

JHM:AW ,p^ 

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



^^-^'to - cumo

FBI
LAfeUHAF^Hr DIVISION
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7-lb REPORT 
of the

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

° FBI, Memphis (44-1987) Date: April 30, 1MB
FBI File No.

MIL Lab. No.

OK
9-561771 JI

Specimens received 4/19/88

0993 HU pBSwBttMd mDB aMKUBi GUil* • W
HI 26 FEB 1998" bearing typewritten address "TIFFANY
DRIOIIIU. 8519 WHITWORTH DX. LOB AMGKLB8, CALIFORNIA 
90035 " and typewritten return address "EXIC 8. GALT
5533-HOLLYWOOD, BLVD. HOLLYWOOD: CALIF. 90038."

0994 Accompanying Meet el paper bearing typewritten message 
dated 2/26/68, signed % 8. Galt"

Basalt of examination:

The typewritten impreesions appearing on 0993 and 
0994 are the sane style it thoee appearing on itsn previously 
submitted in this ease attributed to Irie 8. Galt. Because of 
tbs lack of identifying defects, it could not be definitely 
determined Mother the sans typewriter was used in preparing 
0993 and 0994 and the other items submitted, but no sigaifieaat 
differences were noted.

It was concluded that the "Eric 8. Galt" signature 
on QM4 was ameafad be the writer of the sinatim in this 
mum appearing cm numerous other specimens previously received.

0993 mad 0394 are tsponrlly retained. Photographs 
wore undo.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Laboratory Transmittal Form 
7-72 (Mr. Long 2260)

1 - Mr. Rosea

Mr. Mortimer 
1 - Lab Filo _

i.^_ LABORATORY ..__ «......

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

: FBI, Memphis (44-1987) D°'e April 30, 1968

Re: MURIIN 
CR 
00: Memphis

Examination requested by:

Reference:

Examination requested:

;'Bll-k^ 44-38861
Lab No D-561749 JK

Oklahoma City, Phoenix, D-561745 JK
Dallas D-561711 JI
Airtels, 4/24/68, 4/25/68, 
4/25/68
Document

Remarks:

Kaclosares (2) (2 Lab report)

1 - Oklahoma City (44 -686) Enclosure (Lab report)
1 - Phoenix (44-371) Enclosure (Lab report)

1 - Dallas (44-2649) Enclosure (Lab report)

JHM:AW (11)

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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7-lb

of the
REPORT

^ik-^ LABORATORY —A—

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

to: FBI, Memphis (44-1987) -< April 30, 1968
FBI File No. 44-38861

Re: MURKIM : N° D-561749 JI
Ot D-561745 JI

D-561711 JI

Specimens received 4/26/68, from FBI, Oklahoma City

1202 Piece of white cloth containing nine yellow laundry 
tape* Obtained from Clinton Laundry and Cleaners, 
Clinton, Oklahoma

1203 Two pieces of white paper, ono containing throe sample 
laundry tapes and the other containing ten sample 
laundry tapes from Stillwater Laundry, Stillwater, 
Oklahosm

Specimen received 4/26/68, from FBI, Dallas

1204 Three pieces of white cloth containing a total of ten 
yellow sample laundry tapes obtained free White Star 
Laundry and Dry Cleaners, Dallas, Toxas

Specimens received 4/26/68, from FBI, Phoenix

1205 White handkerchief containing nine sample laundry tapes 
obtained from Glover Cleaners and Laundry, Tucson, 
Ariaona

1206 Fifteen sample laundry tapes obtained from Varsity Cleaners 
and Laundry, Tucson, Arisona

Result of examination:

It was concluded that the machine used to print specimen 
1206 was not used to imprint either of the marks appearing on Q97 
or Q99.

Page 1 (continued on next page)

JHM:AW (11)
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Th* spacing on specimens represented by K202 through 
K205 differs from that on the laundry marks appearing on Q97 
and Q99 indicating the questioned tapes nay not have been prepared 
on any of the Machines used to prepare K202 through K205. The 
limited nature of the questioned Material involved precluded a 
definite determination from being reached.

K202 through K206 have been retained

Page 2
D-561749 JK
D-561745 JK
D-561711 JK

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Laboratory Transmittal Form 
7-72 (Mr. Long 2260)

I - Mr. Rosen

Mr. Mortiner 
1 - Lab Filo^.^ LABORATORY —A—

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

to: NMpMi (44-1987) D°te April 30, 1968

Re MURKIM 
at 
001 Monpiiis

Examination requested by: Son Antonio

Re,erence: Airtol 4/23/68

Examination requested: Docuoent

FBI File No. ||-3|Hf|
Lab No M-M1680 JK

Remarks:

Ine Insures (2) (2 Labreport)

2 - 8m Antonio (44-124^) KM^RfM* (2) (2 Lab report)

ASM (10) ‘

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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Rfcev^o. conhad

^3 4 34 PH ’68 

f B /LAmA7jHr DIV|S(ON
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7-lb REPORT 
of the

^-at-_ LABORATORY ___ ft—

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

FBI, Mesphis (44-1987)

Re: HORUS
CR

°° * April 30, 1968
FBI File No. 44-38861
Lab NO D-561680 JI

Specimens received 4/H/M

1201 Six ample laundry tape* and tear staples of cloth 
obtained from Vhite Star Laundry, San Antonio, Texas

Result of examination:

It was concluded that the machine used to prepare 
the lauadry tapes eoaprlsint 1301 vas not used in the 
preparation of the laundry tapes appearinc on 069, 070, 097 
and 099.

1301 has been retained.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



- Mr. McCowan, 27322
- MrT^riffith

1 - Mr. Devine

PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE

4/29/68

URGENT

TO: SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574)

FROM: DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN, CR

RELAAIRTEL APRIL TWENTY-FIVE LAST SUBMITTING BUSINESS

CARD BEARING HANDWRITING "WILLIAM JUNEAU SIX EIGHT EIGHT

TWO THREE EIGHT NINE CECIL HOTEL, SIX FOUR ZERO S. MAIN ST.” 

JUNEAU CONSIDERED LOOK-ALIKE FOR SUBJECT RAY.

LACK OF COMPARABLE MATERIAL AND LIMITED NATURE OF WRITING

ON BUSINESS CARD PRECLUDED DEFINITE ©BINION WHETHER THIS 

WRITING PREPARED BY JAMES EARL RAY, HOWEVER, SOME HANDWRITING 

DIFFERENCES NOTED IN WRITING ON BUSINESS CARD WHEN COMPARED 

WITH AVAILABLE WRITING OF RAY.

LATENT RESULTS FURNISHED SEPARATELY. COPY BEING SENT 

AIRMAIL TO MEMPHIS.

1 - MEMPHIS (44-1987) - Airmail

NOTE FOR MEMPHIS: No Laboratory report will be submitted 
regarding the results of the examination 
set out above.

FMD:taw (7)
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Mi

Tos

Re:

Bznu bureau e? i^estjot^ .
IWWKi, D. C.

FBI, Lieu ph is w.: April 11, 1S6S
FBI Fite No. 44-33881

EURXIN Lob. no. PC-A5505 BX IZ

spoci«B.n.x9c/i/9a personally delivered on 4-8-68 by SA Robert Fitzpatrick, 
Memphis

Q69 Undershorts .
Q7u T shirt .
Q71 Board from windowsill in bathroom

Results of examination:

The undershorts and the T shirt each bears a 
laundry tag with what appears to be the characters "023-6." 
Caly a portion of the first character is present on each 
tag. The Laboratory does not maintain a file of visible 
laundry marks. No invisible laundry marks were found on the 
undershorts or T shirt.

„ The pair of undershorts is small in size while
the T shirt is large. ’

■' The paix* of undershorts does not have a brand
label. The T shirt has a "J0CK2Y" brand label.

• The T shirt label is held flat with a folded
piece of 3/4" wide cellophane tape. The piece of tape is ’ 
about 1" long. One end has been cut, and the other end 
has been torn.

The crotch seams of the undershorts have been 
repaired in two places with brown thread. The repaired 
areas are hand stitched.

Ko hairs were found on the undershorts or T shirt.

The Q71 board bears a rbcent dent which could 
have been produced by a light blow from the muzzle of a 
•weapon such as the Remington rifle. Serial Number 461476

Puge'l (continued on next page)
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previously submitted in this case. The dent contains 
microscopic marks ox the type which could be produced 
by the side of the barrel at the muzzle but insufficient 

‘ marks fox* identification were left on the board due to 
the physical nature of the wood. . The microscopic marks 
present are .different from the type which would be 
produced by the duck-bill pliers or tack, hammer which 
wore in the blue zipper* bag previously submitted. No other 
marks were found on the board.

No gunpowder oi* gunpowder residues were found 
on the Q71 board.

No wood, paint, aluminum or other foreign material 
was found on the rifle barrel nor were any significant marks 
found on the rifle barrel.

Page 2 . 
PC-A5305 BX
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Memorandum
Ease AD Adm.____  
Exec AD lev. —— 
Exec AD LES_____ 
Aset. Det.:

Adm. Serve. —— 
Crim. lev. —_—

Date April 12, 1984

Subject : ^FREEDQM. OF INFORMATION ACT- (FOIA)
REQUEST OF HAROLD WEISBERG FOR RECORDS CONCERNING-THS. 
ASSASSINATION*OF DR. MARTIN*L0tW 1X867 JR-. (MURKIN)

Inip. 
Intell. ___— 
Lab,
Legal Coan. __
Off. Ceng. &
Public Affs, __

Ree. Mgnt.
Tech. Serve.____
Training ■ - —

Telephene Rm.____  
Director's See'y___

PURPOSE: To place on record ticklers of the Laboratory 
Division pertaining to the Murkin investigation and have them 
made a permanent part of Bufile 44-38861. । >

RECOMMENDATION: That the Laboratory Division Murkin ticklers 
be made an enclosure to this memorandum and maintained as 
bulky exhibit to Bufile 44-38861, inasmuch as they have bien 

reviewed under the FOIA and portions made public through J 
litigation with captioned requester. —

DETAILS: Ticklers maintained Toy the laboratory Division 
pertaining to the Murkin investigation were reviewed pursuant 
to the provisions of the FOIA, and portions were released to 
requester, Harold Weisberg, by letter dated February 21, 1980. 
The review was made at the behest of Quinlan J. Shea, Jr., 
former Director of the Office of Privacy and Information 
Appeals, Department of Justice, who was at that time 
conducting a Second Administrative Appeal Review of the FBI's 
FOIA processing of Murkin and related documents. This second 
review was ordered by District Judge June L. Green in Harold 
Weisberg v. U. S.„ Department of Justice U.S.D.C.,D.C; C.A.

. No^ 75-1996.Threeof the denied documents became the 
ftlPl {subjects Q^^^rther litigation when Judge Green ordered them

dh (3)

" 4
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To: SAC,. Albany- " (

From* Director, FBI \

BUREAUWIDE INFORMATION PROGRAM, 77-5

DBFARTMKNT OF JUSTICE TASK FORCE REPORT '""‘"‘4-^- 
ON FBI INVESTIGATIONS INVOLVING \
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Attached is a copy of a three-page news release ?
which was made by Attorney General Griffin B. Bell on f
2/18/77 pertaining to the report prepared by the Department V , 
of Justice Task Force which conducted a review of our V*
security investigation, as well as our investigation y
regarding the assassination, of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Y

There also is attached a copy of the Task Force1s 
report, together with its exhibits. Copies of this report, 
including its exhibits, have been made available to news 
media by the Department of Justice.

J have made the following statement in response 
to inquiries regarding the Task Force's reportcyhiph have 
been received at FBIHQ: "

"I noted with great satisfaction the conclusions 
of the task force that the FBI's assassination probe 
of the Martin Luther King slaying was 'predible and 
thorough' ; that there was no evidence of ci conspiracy; 
and that the report clearly indicates no complicity 
on the part of the FBI in this assassination.

Enclosures (2)

1 - All Field Offices - Enclosures (2)
1 - Each Legat - Enclosures (2)

1 - Mr. Held - Enclosures (2) ,
1 - Mr. Adams - Enclosures (2)
1 - Mr. McDermott - Enclosures (2) 

Assistant Directors - Enclosures (2)

GWGsslr (35)
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Airtel to SAC, Albany ;
RE: DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TASK FORCE REPORT 

ON FBI INVESTIGATIONS INVOLVING 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

"There are portions of the report which describe 
objectionable actions on the part of the FBI.

"Guidelines, procedures and our determination 
to be completely observant of civil rights and the 
dignity of man will prevent a recurrence of these 
activities."

If requested to comment regarding any of the 
conclusions of the Task Force or concerning the contents 
of its report, you should feel free to quote my above-cited 
statement. However, you should not expand on my statement 
or volunteer observations of your own.

In addition, you should not hesitate to refer news 
media representatives who make inquiries about matters covered 
in the Task Force report to the Press Services Unit (Ext. 3691) 
of the External Affairs Division.

Should you receive inquiries regarding the r
availability of copies of the Task Force report, you should , 
state that the report was released by the Department of ’ 
Justice and that the FBI has been advised that copies of 
the report are being printed and will be available for 
purchase through the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402. y

- 2 -
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE . AG
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1977 202-739-2028

The FBI conducted a thorough investigation of the 

assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a Department 

of Justice task force concluded in a report released today by 

Attorney General Griffin B. Bell.

The 149-page report was submitted by the task force 

of the Office of Professional Responsibility following an 

eight-month intensive review of FBI files and interview of 

witnesses. The purpose of the study was to examine FBI 

activities involving Dr. King and to evaluate the effectivcness 

of the assassination investigation.

The report concluded that the FBI had conducted a ( 

painstaking and successful investigation of the 1968 

assassination in Memphis, Tennessee.

■ The task force also found no evidence of FBI 

complicity in the murder. }

The only new evidence that was developed related to 

details that did not affect the ultimate conclusion that James 

Ear] Ray was the properly convicted murderer.
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_ - ' The task force of five attorneys and two research

£ analysts reviewed mote than 200,000 documents from FBI

Headquarters Ind Field Office files and interviewed some 40 

witnesses in its study of the King case.

On April 26, 1976, then Attorney General Edward H.

; Levi directed the Office of Professional Responsibility, headed

’ by Michael E. Shaheen, Jr., to review Department files to

; determine:
r

(1) Whether the FBI investigation of Dr. King’s 

murder on April 4, 1968, at Memphis, Tennessee, was thorough 

and honest; s

(2) Whether there was any evidence of FBI 

involvement in Dr. King’s death;

(3) Whether any new evidence had come to the

attention of the Department bearing on the assassination which 

should be dealt with by the proper authorities; and

(4) Whether the relationship between the FBI and 

Dr. King called for criminal prosecution, disciplinary 

proceedings, or other appropriate action.

After reviewing the murder investigation, the task 

force turned to the pre-assassination security investigation of 

Dr. King. The task force found that there may have been an 

arguable basis for the FBI to initiate a security investigation

on Dr. King, but continued that the security investigation should 

have been ended in 1963 and not continued until his death five .

years later.
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The FBI’s COINTELPRO-type harassment of Dr. King and 

efforts to drive him out of the civil rights movement were found 

to have been clearly improper. 5

Mr. Shaheen’s report concluded that any criminal I

action against FBI participants in the harassment campaign was , ;

barred by the statute of limitations. The task force i

recommended no disciplinary action because the chief FBI j

officials responsible for the harassment are dead or retired. ]

The task force submitted recommendations for tighter' |
supervision of the FBI’s domestic intelligence activities and |

endorsed the Department’s new guidelines in this area. The I

task force also proposed outright prohibition of COINTELPRO-type ;

activities against domestic intelligence subjects.

1>OJ-1977-02
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