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IjlFBI-King (Mount Clipping in Space Below)

story is
not over

.oover would engage nT51ac?v 
mail and other crimes.

NOW THAT the Senate and 
Various FBI officials have ‘ 
made it clear that I knew what 
I was writing about six years 
ago, perhaps you’ll treat se­
riously what I’m about to say: -

James Earl Ray alone.
• We may never know the 
whole truth. But that Senate 
committee ought to go on and 
explore the question whether 
when Dr. King’s bitter

WASHINGTON — In this col­
umn, almost exactly a year 
ago, I wrote the following 
about the FBI’s attempt to de-, 
stroy Dr. Martin Luther King' 
Jr.:

“Is it a proper FBI function 
for agents to mail to the wife 
of a man the FBI director de­
spises a tape recording suggest­
ing that the man has a sexual 
affair going with another wom­
an? Should this tape be used 
this way primarily because 
agents close to the FBI dire*? «4

about the assassination of Dr.
King than has ever been fe- _ 
vealed. " ‘“e mere thought is gro­

The FBI kept Dr. King under SXaX^^

both electronic and physical unties’ 
surveillance right up to the

the campaign to destroy his 
reputation continued long after 
the assassination at a black- 
c wned motel in Memphis.

inKe” him.

zM^z
(Dr. King was at this particu­

lar motel, by the way, because
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hope that sending it to the wife 
will activate the hated man’s 
tendency toward suicide? This 
wes done under Hoover.”

the front pages of America 
recently have blared forth 
most of the story of J. Edgar 
Hoover’s grisly plot to destroy 
the reputation and influence of 

| Dr. King. With FBI officials 
now acknowledging these mon­
strous efforts to destroy the 
civil rights leader, I write not 
to say‘T told you so.”

I wish only to have Ameri­
cans realize that what I wrote 
in 1974, but more important 
the many columns that I wrote 

| about Hoover and the FBI in 
1969, were true.

WHEN I FIRST revealed 
| what Hoover and the FBI had 

7< me to Dr. King, for reasons 
of Hoover’s venality, personal 
spite, political ideology, I stir­
red up quite a fuss. I shall nev­
er forget that when Vera Gla­
ser and Malvina Stephensun 
asked Hoover who started the 

-controversy over illegal wire- 
Jtaps, the late FBI director 

replied:
“That racist columnist, Ro­

wan.” -
Millions of Americans were

- ------, u^j, vvvuuot
the FBI urged a friendly re

I

porter to write that even as the 
civil rights leader was urging 
a boycott of white merchants 
he was staying in a white- 
owned motel.)

Hoover passed around “top 
secret” documents suggesting 
the FBI knew every time Dr. 
King smiled at a woman, or 
vice versa. Given this kind of 
surveillance, why were there 
no FBI “informants” around 
t « see someone firing a gun at 
Dr. King?

I LOOK BACK at notes I 
.took during private sessions 
'with top FBI personnel when 
|the FBI supposedly was press­
ing one of its largest manhunts 
in history ~ looking for Dr. 
King’s killer. I view those 
notes in the light of recent rev- 
eiations regarding FBI activi­
ties here at home and CIA as­
sassination attempts abroad, 
and 1 personally become con­
vinced that the FBI never told 
the American people the whole 
trutii about Dr. King’s murder.

I recall the strange diffi­
culties James Earl Ray, who 
was imprisoned for the killing, 
had with his attorneys. I note 
the repeated squelching of his
claims that he is the patsy for
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a lot more prepared to believe other conspirators. I look back 
P it I was a black racist, at the, evidence and am per- 

ced by pa tto make anally convinced that killing 
icredPyeQ > figaipsi Kiag was not conceived — 
•. FBI/lieve u al perhaps not even executed—by
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UP-04 6 
(KI NG ) ■

(PY ED ROGERS)
WASHINGTON (UPI ) -- ATTORNEY GENERAL EDWARD LEVI HAS ORDERED THE 

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT TO REVIEW AN FEI INVESTIGATION INTO THE 
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. AND ADVISE HIM WHETHER TO - 
ORDER IT REOPENED, IT WAS ANNOUNCED TODAY. )

A JUSTICE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN SAID LEVI TOOK THE ACTION "IN VIEW 
OF" DISCLOSURES BEFORE THE SENATE INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE THAT THE F EC 
CONDUCTED A PROGRAM OF HARASSING THE LATE CIVIL RI GHTS LEADER FOR T 
SEVEN YEARS PRIOR TO HIS DEATH IN 1962.

) KING WAS HEAD OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE AND 
WINNER OF A NOBEL PEACE PRIZE FOR HIS CRUSADE ON BEHALF OF BLACKS. HE 
WAS SHOT TO DEATH AT A MOTEL DURING A VISIT TO MEMPHIS, TENN.

"I HAVE ASKED ASSISTANT ATTORNEYS GENERAL J. STANLEY POTTINGER AND 
RICHARD THORNBURGH TO REVIEW THE FILE AND RECOMMEND TO ME WHETHER THE 
INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE REOPENED," LEVI SAID IN A STATEMENT RELEASED 
BY THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT.

POTTINGER IS HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT’S CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION AND 
THORNBURGH HEAD OF THE CRIMINAL DIVISION.

HPT 11-94 1 1•10 AES
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UP-05 0
ADD 1 KING, WASHINGTON (UP-046)

THE FEI HAS DEEN GIVEN CREDIT FOR TRACKING DOWN KING’S CONVICTED 
SLAYER, JANES EARL RAY, WHO IS SERVING A LIFE PRISON SENTENCE IN 
TENNESSEE FOR THE KILLING.

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN JOHN WILSON SAID LEVI SENT MENOS TO 
POTTINGER AND THORNBURGH LAST MONDAY EMPHASIZING HIS ACTION WAS NOT 
IN ITSELF A REOPENING OF THE INVESTIGATION AND SAID LEVI HAS NO 
INDICATION THE ORIGINAL INVESTIGATION VAS LESS THAN THOROUGH.

LEVI, IN FACT, SAID HE HAD DEEN ADVISED BY A JUSTICE DEPARTMENT 
ATTORNEY THAT THE DI HADE AN "INCREDIBLY GOOD" INVESTIGATION INTO 
KING’S DEATH AND THERE WAS NO INDICATION THAT THE FEI NAY HAVE PULLED 
ITS PUNCHES. ^

THE SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE REVEALED THIS MONTH \ 
THAT THE LATE F DI DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER CONSIDERED KING A \
"DANGEROUS" BLACK LEADER AMD INSTRUCTED AGENTS TO DO ALL THEY COULD 
TO BLUNT HIS EFFECTIVENESS.

AGENTS SENT KING ONE ANONYMOUS LETTER SUGGESTING THAT HE COMMIT 
SUICIDE RATHER THAN FACE DISGRACE ON SONE UNDISCLOSED ALLEGATIONS, 
THE -COMMITTEE SAIT.

ASSIST AW DEPUTY FBI DIRECTOR JAfES ADANS TOLD THE COUNITEE 
EZRLIER THIS MONTH HE COULD FIND "NO STATUTORY BASIS OR 
JUSTIFICATION" FOR SOME 25 HARASSMENT ACTIONS AGAINST KING.

ADAMS SAID THE ACTIONS WERE TAKEN BECAUSE THE FEI FEARED WHAT HE 
CALLED "COD'TNIST CONNECTIONS" WITH KING — CONNECTIONS WHICH HE SAID 
NEVER VERE SUBSTANTIATED.

UPI 11-26 11S20 AES
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

FBI’s crimes •
The revelations that the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation was actively involved at the high­
est levels in schemes to intimidate Martin Luther 
King Jr. and discredit him as a leader of the civil 
rights movement are shocking.

Associate Deputy Director James B. Adams 
* of the FBI, testifying Wednesday before the Sen­

ate Intelligence Committee, confirmed and 
/enlarged on the particulars of the FBI’s anti-King 

campaign as revealed by members of the com- 
/mittee’s staff Tuesday. He said the FBI under

J. Edgar Hoover mounted 25 covert operations to 
damage King. The schemes had “no statutory 
basis or justification,” he said. Atty. Gen. Robert

' F. Kennedy had requested and approved FBI 
wiretaps on King.

Testimony before the committee Tuesday 
indicated that there were 16 electronic bugs and 

| eight wiretaps installed to eavesdrop on the civil 
I rights leader.
1/ The crimes attributed to the FBI before the 
! committee are too numerous to list here. One of 

them was the mailing of an anonymous letter to 
Mrs. King accompanied by a tape picked up by 
one of the bureau’s bugs. The letter included this 
ominous threat to her husband: “King, there is 
only one thing left fur you to do. You know 
what it is. You have just 34 days in which to do 
it. You are done. There is but one way out for 
you.” It was just 34 days before the scheduled 
presentation of the Nobel Peace Prize to the civil 
rights leader in 1964. King interpreted the letter 

.as demanding his suicide.
Other FBI papers raise the possibility that the 

/ FBI was instrumental in King’s checking into the 
Lorraine Hotel in Memphis, Tenn., where he was 
murdered on April 4,1968. -

The Senate Intelligence Committee, with the 
full cooperation of the executive branch of the 

/government, including the new leadership of the 
FBI, should pursue its investigation to its revolt- 

/ing depths. There must be changes made in the 
controls over FBI operations. Never again should 
it be possible for the nation’s principal law 
enforcement agency to violate the law on such a 
scale.
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RAY 9-30 '
_ YORK (UPI) -- JAMES EARL KAY SAYS HE DID NOT SHOOT DR. 

LUTHER KING JR. AND WAS A MILE HUH' THE SCENE AT THE TIME.
THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER HAS SHOT TO DEATH IN MIMPHIS, TENN., APRIL

4, 1968. RAY PLEADED GUILTY AT TK TIME AND WAS SENTENCED TO 99 YEARSt*

NEW

IN JAIL FOR KINS’S ASSASSINATION. \
IN AN INTERVIEW PUBLISHED IN THE NATIONAL STAR- WRITER STEVE ' 

DUNLEAVY REPORTED RAY TOLD HIM MATTER-OF-FACTLYS *1 PERSONALLY DID 
NOT SHOT DR. KING. I MIGHT HAVE BEEN PARTLY RESPNSIBLE FOR HIS DEATH

•BUT THEN THE MAN WHO MADE THE RIFLE MIGHT HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE 
IN PART, TOO.

•I WAS A MILE FROM THE SCENE.”
RAY HAS SERVED MORE THAN SIX YEARS IN SOLITARY CONFINEMENT IN

PRISON IN TENNESSEE, BUT WAS RECENTLY ALLOWED TO JOIN THE GENERAL < 
PRISON POPULATION. IN 1974, HE CLAIMED HE WAS PRESSURED INTO PLEADING 
GUILTY TO A CRIME HE DID N3T COMIT, AND IS NOW APPEALING THE 
CONVICTION.

•ND, I’M NOT LOOKING FOR A LESSER CHARGE," THE STAR QUOTED RAY AS 
SAYING. "I’M LOOKING TO BE FOUND NOT GUILTY. I DON’T WANT ANY 
CONSPIRACY CHARGES. I WANT A NOT GUILTY.

"IF I DIDN’T KILL HIM, THEN SOMEONE ELSE DID. BUT THAT’S FOR THE 
PROSECUTION TO FIND OUT. I’M NOT A STATE WITNESS AND DON’T INTEND TO , 
BE. "THERE’S A LOT MORE INVESTIGATING TO DO INTO THE CASE, BUT I’M 
NOT GOING TO HELP THE AUTHORITIES.

*THEY ARE THE PEOPLE WHO WANT TO SEE THE END OF ME.
197 3, THEY TRIED TO PUT ME IN A LUNATIC ASYLUM 
QUIET. I EMBARRASS THEM.

IN DECEMBER
THEY WANT TO . KEEP ME

•LOOK, I KNOW THE TELEPHONE NUMBERS OF TWO MEN IN LOUISIANA. THE 
AUTHORITIES COULD HAVE GOT THEIR NAMES. FOR SOME REASON THEY DON’T 
SEEM TO WANT TO PURSUE THE CASE.

"GET THE TWO GUYS IN LOUISIANA AND YOU WILL KNOW A LOT MORE 
‘ - ABOUT IT THEN. YEAH,•IF I GET MY APPEAL I’LL TELL YOU ALL 

SHOCK A LOT OF PEOPLE. WAS I A FALL GUY? 
-- BUT I’M NOT GOING TO WASTE MY CASE ON 

UPI 09-30 01:34 A ED
I’M NOT GOING TO ANSWER 
YOU."

IT HI

167 OCT 24 1375

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-19 (Rev. 1-30-74) Assoc. Dir. 
Dep. AD Adm. _
Dep. AD Inv. ___

Asst. Dir.:

toy ^i2^

Mr. Eaves mH ftat thi^

Admin. _________  

Comp. Syst. ____  

Ext. Affairs____  
Files & Com. _ _ 

Gen. Inv.  

Ident. _______ '
Inspection _ ■ J 
Intell.
Laboratory  

Plan. & Eval. __  

Spec. Inv.  

Training 
Legal Coun. _____  

Telephone Rm. ___ 

Director Sec’y ___

King Jr., 
teciA mMB ha* been 

, gwen,.» AU^ta, authorities,

, _ .''steyiHg "warrant* that the
otaf serious considerwtt&n.” "- — 

Mid that that the;

who

iwpvct B

the per-

Mm were . 
that they included 
dates and events." i

Wed to

^k whetherthe '

Mr. Eaves said that if #« 
material proved to have a#- 
chhi substance for a thorough 
BmkWt hnwat^f# 
MK to the Federal bureau of
Investigation.

- A^e 
in A 
know an

for the fax 
said, "Wl'^'

conducting ne.

-Blfc

07SEP2

The Washington Post 
Washington Star-News 
Daily News (New York)____  
The New York Times ^ J^ 

The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times

^J?0/-
not recorded

$5 SEP 2 ws

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'Aid ac^jomaiNi
G3A'3O3M

W : rw

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



5 6 AUG 18 1975

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



U0183HIQ 3WI00SW

03A;333tf ' ;

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Mrs. Martin Luther King Jr.; her father-in-law, Dr. a gravesite serivce at Atlanta marking the seventh
Martin Luther King Sr., and relatives and friends attend anniversary of her husband’s death.
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ipected in Crash of Saigon I
>fficials said they 
> clear up” confu- 
ies of the victims, 
been determined 

ere on board, and 
initially.
he Seventh Day 

said 73 persons
, including 40 chil-. 
bodies of 30 or 40 
re believed to be 
d fuselage. It also 
ome of the victims 
out of the craft 

pressure after the

if the flights order­

ed by President Ford to bring 2,000 
Vietnamese orphans to new homes in 
the United States. Ford and his wife 
had planned to be at Travis Air 
Force Base, Calif., when the Galaxy 
transport arrived Monday. He said 
the airlift would continue despite the 
tragedy.

THE PLANE slashed to earth with 
the pilot trying a desperate landing 
in a rice paddy just 35 minutes after 
it had left Saigon’s Tan Son Nhut air­
base. It had risen to 23,000 feet when 
the cargo doors blew and the pilot 
lost his elevator, rudder and flap 
controls.

Pages of comic books, toys and a 
baby’s bottle were strewn among the 
bodies where the mercy flight ended 
in torn metal and flames l>/2 miles 
from the airport.

Ford said he was “deeply sad­
dened at the loss of so many lives” 
but “our mission of mercy will con­
tinue. The survivors will be flown 
here when they are physically able. 
Other waiting orphans will make the 
journey.”

“This tragedy must not deter us 
from offering new hope for the liv­
ing,” President Ford said in a state­
ment given to newsmen as he flew to 
San Francisco.

Officials said tha 
lift flights are exp 
tomorrow or Mor 
Force C141s alread; 
position, they said.

A spokesman for 
lift Command at 
Base, Ill., told Unit 
tional that MAC hai 
contact the nation’, 
out how many civi 
be chartered for the 

“It looks like tl 
everyone who flies 
one airline official s

MILITARY sourc
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KING 4-4 
MEMPHIS, TENN. CUPI ) — CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER REV. JESSE JACKSON 

TOLD MARCHERS OBSERVING THE SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SLAYING OF DR. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. FRIDAY HE BELIEVES THE CIA AND THE FBI JERE 
INVOLVED IN THE ASSASSINATION.

"JAMES EARL RAY SAID HE VAS NOT ALONE AND I BELIEVE HIM," JACKSON 
SAID.

JACKSON SAID HE WILL MAKE A PERSONAL APPEAL TO ATTORNEY GENERAL 
EDVARD LEVI TO REOPEN THE INVESTIGATION OF THE MURDER AND WILL JOIN 
WITH A GROUP OF OTHER MINISTERS FROM ACROSS THE NATION IN ATTEMPTING 
TO INTERVIEW RAY. WHO IS NOV SERVING A 99-YEAR SENTENCE IN THE 
TENNESSEE STATE PRISON FOLLOWING HIS GUILTY PLEA IN 1969.

RAY HAS REPUDIATED HIS CONFESSION AND NOV CLAIMS HE VAS PRESSURED 
INTO IT BY DEFENSE LAWYER PERCY FOREMAN.

AFTER AN EIGHT-DAY HEARING LAST YEAR, U.S. DISTRICT JUDGE ROBERT 
M. MCRAE JR. RULED RAY IS NOT ENTITLED TO A NEW TRIAL. HOWEVER, THE 
JUDGE’S RULING IS BEING APPEALED.

JACKSON, WHO WAS WITH KING IN MEMPHIS ON APRIL 4, 1968, THE DAY 
THE FOUNDER OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 'AS SHOT, 
SAID HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND HOW RAY WAS ABLE TO LEAVE THE SCENE OF THE 
SLAYING AND MAKE HIS WAY TO LONDON, WHERE HE VAS ARRESTED TWO MONTHS 
LATER

"I’BELIEVE THE CIA WAS INVOLVED," JACKSON SAID, "AND UNTIL IT’S 
PROVEN OTHER.WISE I WON’T CHANGE MY OPINION.

"I THINK THE FEI WAS INVOLVED WITHOUT A DOUBT," HE SAID, "MAYBE 
MORE SO THAN THE CIA."

JACKSON SAID IN SUPPORT OF HIS CLAIM THAT THE LATE J. EDGAR 
HOOVER, DIRECTOR OF THE FBI, ISSUED A MEMO SAYING AGENTS SHOULD 
"DISRUPT, DISCREDIT OR OTHERWISE NEUTRALIZE THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
MOVEMENT ."

"WITH THE WATERGATE REVELATIONS AND THE EXPOSURE OF THE ROLE OF 
THE GOVERNMENT IN SPYING IN THE NAME OF NATIONAL SECURITY, WE HAVE 
CONSIDERABLE EVIDENCE WE HAVE A VALID CASE," HE SAID.

JACKSON TOOK PART WITH ABOUT 2,000 PERSONS IN A MARCH THROUGH THE 
STREETS OF MEMPHIS TO COMMEMORATE THE DEATH OF KING.

THE MARCHERS, CLAPPING HANDS AND SINGING "WE SHALL OVERCOME," 
WOUND THEIR WAY TO THE LORRAINE MOTEL WHERE KING VAS HIT IN THE NECK 
WITH A RIFLE SLUG.

IN ATLANTA, HIS WIDOW, CORETTA SCOTT KING, AND FATHER, DR. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING SR., WERE JOINED BY ABOUT 25 FRIENDS AND FAMILY MEMBERS 
AS THEY PLACED PINK AZALEAS AT THE GRAVE SITE

UPI 04 - 05 01:04 AED
1 WAStlUNir ivw ^atiiali nano oanvi^
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UP-154
(KING)

MEMPHIS. TENN. (UPI ) — BLACK LEADER REV. JESSE JACKSON, IN 
MEMPHIS FOR A MEMORIAL MARCH ON THE 7TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MURDER OF 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., SAID TODAY HE BELIEVES THE CIA AND THE 
FBI WERE INVOLVED IN THE ASSASSINATION.

•JAMES EARL RAY (THE CONVICTED ASSASSIN) SAID THAT HE DIDN’T ACT 
ALONE AND I BEU EVE HIM," SAID JACKSON, PRESIDENT OF OPERATION PUSH. 
RAY IS CURRENTLY SERVING A 99 YEAR SENTENCE.

ABOUT 2,000 PERSONS TOOK PART IN THE KING MEMORIAL MARCH. THEY 
MADE THEIR WAY THROUGH MANY OF THE SAME NEIGHBORHOODS FROM WHICH KING 
DREW HIS FOLLOWERS IN HIS MARCHING DAYS, THEIR VOICES RAISED IN THE 
ANTHEM OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT -- *WE SHALL OVERCOME".

JACKSON SAID HE WILL ASK ATTORNEY GENERAL EDWARD LEVI TO REOPEN AN 
INVESTIGATION OF THE APRIL 4, 1968, SLAYING AND THAT HE AND OTHER 
MINISTERS WILL SEEK TO INTERVIEW RAY, WHO CONFESSED IN 1969 TO THE 
CRIME BUT HAS SINCE SAID HE WAS PRESSURED BY HIS ATTORNEYS INTO THE 
ADMISSION OF GUILT.

A FEDERAL JUDGE LATE LAST YEAR HELD AN EIGHT-DAY HEARING INTO 
RAY’S CLAIMS, AND FOUND THEM GROUNDLESS.

IN SUPPORT OF HIS CONTENTION, JACKSON MENTIONED MEMOS WRITTEN BY 
J. EDGAR HOOVER, THE LATE DIRECTOR OF THE FBI, WHICH HE SAID OUTLINED 
THE ROLE OF THE FEDERAL AGENCY WAS TO PLAY "TO DISRUPT, DISCREDIT OR 
OTHERWISE NEUTRAUZE THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT."

JACKSON SAID SEVERAL INCIDENTS IN MEMPHIS AT THE TIME OF THE 
MURDER ALSO RAISED QUESTIONS IN HIS MIND. HE SAID HE DID NOT 
UNDERSTAND HOW RAY WAS ABLE TO LEAVE THE VICINITY OF THE LORRAINE 
MOTEL WHEN SO MANY POUCE OFFICERS WERE IN THE AREA.

"I BELIEVE THE CIA WAS INVOLVED AND UNTIL PROVEN OTHERWISE I WON’T 
CHANGE MY OPINION," JACKSON SAID. "THE FBI WAS INVOLVED WITHOUT A 
DOUBT, MAYBE MORE INVOLVED THAN THE CIA.

IN ATLANTA, KING’S WIDOW AND ABOUT 25 OTHER FRIENDS AND FAMILY 
MEMBERS GATHERED TO PUCE PINK AZALEAS ON KING’S GRAVE.

iipt oh-nzi c^fhA pirn .

Nvl RKOROLD ' )
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PUSH 4-7 .
CHICAGO (UPI) — CHURCH MINISTERS OF OPERATION PUSH ASKED MONDAY 

FOR A MEETING WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL EDVARD LEVI TO REQUEST A NEW 
INVESTIGATION INTO THE DEATH OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

OPERATION PUSH. OR PEOPLE UNITED TO SAVE HUMANITY, IS A 
CHICAGO-BASED ORGANIZATION DIRECTED BY THE REV, JESSE L, JACKSON, WHO 
VAS WITH KING WHEN HE WAS SHOT IN MEMPHIS IN 1968, 

A TELEGRAM SENT TO LEVI AND SIGNED BY JACKSON SAIDl 
THE MINISTERS OF OPERATIONS PUSH ARE REQUESTING A MEETING WITH ] 

YOU TO DISCUSS THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING’S DEATH. 
"WE BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE MANY UNANSWERED QUESTIONS AND IN THE 

FACE OF THE STRANGE AND BIZARRE BEHAVIOR ON THE PART OF THE LOCAL 1 
POLICE — CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE ’ESCAPE* OF JAMES EARL RAY TO 
EUROPE AND RAY’S PERSISTANT ASSERTION THAT HE DID NOT ACT ALONE AND 
THAT A CONSPIRACY ENGINEERED THE EVENT OF APRIL 4, 1968 — WE ARE 
CONVINCED THAT FURTHER INVESTIGATION OF DR, KING’S DEATH IS 
WARRANTED.

•LET IT BE UNMISTAKABLY CLEAR THAT WE ARE NOT SATISFIED WITH 
PURPORTED EXPLANATION OF THE ASSASSINATION OF OUR LEADER AND BELIEVE 
THAT THE NATION IS ENTITLED TO A THOROUGH AND RESPONSIBLE ACCOUNT OF 
THAT TRAGIC EVENT."

UPI 04-07 08:31 PED

not recorded
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Bernard Fensterwald, one 
of Ray's Washington, DX„ 
attorneys, told U.S. ;. Dist. 
Judge Robert M. McRae Jr..
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ed for six days. nose, . You c;

j flunked flirt'# "MtWre 
K&Si Sg 

hard-laborsen- . ,
ie. $16 Pentagon Refiu 
a»; of Panama 
s#^4e 

en a general dis- W«|)sl 
his court-martial M ®^1 
Ptaston admitted shejatid tlu 
om nearby Ft. WW ^ 
1 that tfie Army ment. Trude 
our of duty after ^ Sinclair 
Jter fHgbt train- ;W*M»rc

ReLds Angeles that
doiicert
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front the , “t
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the Shelby Criminal
Quirt Clerk's.(Ae, where

tfewd, mH microscopically 
, examined the window sill

taken from the rooming
■house, tto.M<:A' and
It*|$ffi6 .at #M<ttta

. from De, ' '
„ llloolt.'&ie with

mss 

jrjwaK. nrea rrom the
aggytigi#^

sfi# the

irfent wisnotao
it cou^npfbe (*#BHe 
said thefragments showed 
six grooves and the^grpoves

it^s statist »^i 
craicopic evtdencii M .i^ 
to believe the! fresh sift <e# 
was caused by the firing of
■ttfdBkt-J ■ •­

made a mtowdyte.
nation but found iib evKRsce 
to indicate what cauw^tae 
dent. . -

W'eWfK®^ 
sill that m-l®..- - 
'iUrt^'w notes-

• MacDonell said to have 
made that mark in the.sill 
tlie gun would have had to

fired .# ^mt “would have 
gone fiHiif the wall,’’ rather 
than downward, toward the 
Lorraine Motel.

The testimony of MacBo»r 
ell. W a further attempt to 

' w^'lMWMI wt 
. against I^.^^'MHk 
the &«nn ltay - w tte 
shot ^Wsi'rfWi 
n&ve come from oen^r ^w 
building, as soine witness^ 

■ at thO scege cijaim^d. - -
Thesfe^MW 

■ who-nl ' x~ ~ " ‘'“- ""~

been^ 
witWSrwaa

nesses indicated yesterday. : 
Attorneys forRay concen­

trated th eir questioning on 
the reliability ^Charles Q, 
Stephens, who lived, at the 
rooin&glwuse-wheseofficers 
said We fittolWt WM fired.
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atei^K Jon?” Mil 
years'has.'been - a#te* he 
ir peace i#suia wt have it 
'pnis, Palestine was in his
,, ■ President For

saW.

I 'More W 
- | ' New Hampshire Gov. M 

| aaysalthougn the rest & th 
i Oct. JM7 as United Ite 
’ Hampshire it will be “ 

f ativeXepublican, said thel 
f supported the United Natic 
5 finWcially since 1945. “The 
f 'taHwto establisher m 
$ te world and in recent ; 
♦iuttsriyuseless as a force fc 
5 teitelW. crises aS Cj 
£ 1^4 Vietnam," bp Mii 

jrr7r-~^—^-----

>r—- . — w*-«w *4g*u auu.
a ^^  ̂»m 
a pahas. He will return to 
;, homeaftecbeing hospitaliz

J Birdmem F
? 1 The Army private wh< 
> helicopter school hut mat 
£ chopper and land it mi the’ 
> has been released from a 
> tence hi a military stockac 
5 *^tM*«*ertK. Presto 
;; Qty. >te, was freed af 
1 mondw-of a six-rnonth ha 
> Ft.Riley. Kaa. He wasgiv 
1 chargeferunsuitabtlity. At 
J for the Feb. 17 incident, 1
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'^r

Wag in a nearby parking 
Whfen “he hoard the shot,

;" *-#k’..Wi Brewer, 
landlady: of. ^*1 rooming 
house, who could not identify 
fireman who rented a room 
atlyu. C&c&ds contended 
theMp^^.

•fiertie Reeves, 7^ who 
saidjlay was not thei man 
W tented the room. He 
paid.fije “shot came from 

’lie Mm” behind the build-

probably 1^ a ' 
weeks Woto’ 
contacted theU.S. 
ment of JiatiqeinW 
ton , the

< Martin L^ltir? 
than Gov.

• Harvey (Ace) Locke, 
•who- arid three were in 
"the room about two hours 
^iefo^tte. shooting.He did- 
^not identifyRay.

a#

tj#tid‘fib'todiight t he shot 
Jeanie from the bushes.” 
*.i Stanton also revealed that 
;the defensehad been investi-

। Cia$le.'’*#^ _ 
I cm the stipulations of tit 

actual, plea did not start 
until Feb. 21,13® . .

Stantontestified that 
> many of the reports contain- 
#% the tiffing' files war# 
gathered by Renfro Hays, a

paying Charite Stephens’ 
bills”, at Jim’s GriU. How­
ever, headded the investiga-

■unreliable. 1- '
a Bay’s attorneys h a v e 
arguedtbatthe investigation 
by^hedefense was pots’ and 
th#-Ray was never told of 
tfreresalts. Fensterwald said

io plead guilty.
. DtT J. T. Francisco, 

Sh e lb y Coimty medic# 
examhter.was questioned by 
Ray’s attorney^ about tire 

’ origin of the fat# shot. He 
toial-W^'p^ible” to 
definitely identify the loca­
tion -where the bullet Was

investigation “really did not 
get started” until aymont& 
befor^MarcMrlW## 
date. "The trial was then coh-

.tinuedto theApril7date.
I Hays was hired by Ray’s 
first lawyer, HaneS.said

With the path of the bullet.
I Ray’s attorneys closely 

questioned witnesses about 
me investigation conducted 
w the defense. Ray’s trial

Mltod HajrttiL ;

“Less than re8|Ma,” an- 
sWpredStaBtmw.' 
great J#ti;W#i 
outmaterial. He «

guilty on March 10, Stanton 
laid only 31# the state’s 360 
WtawW bN» inter-

some facts.” p ■. ^
.S&ntpn testified that Hays 
hW-the fatal s^)t W: 
fired from the backyard <rfs

: <Pner tosttaony today re-. 
»a!«iiftat almost immedi-

Oittle dact- and distorted 1 
to make it fit a-puale h^ 
iyas investigating,” a# 
Stanton. ... . . <■

the murder weapon.JStahtSn 
replied, “I

bone structure of g^ts #t'
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-. MAD

personally did 
pattly responsible for his<<fe8&.’’ - . e U

- Asked what he meant, :A4MM, “I MiMw 
could be involved in some Had of ccupeand-Obthayp , 
Imowledge of ft.Ihad ho ffirett knowledge;^ * *
■ Ray was baM'**H*l>R**tt>^ 
identified asthe murder wapon and bearhig mr 
fingerprints, was used tpkifl lGng.

“I DIDN’T MARE NO strong assumptions in that 
area,” hereplied.
. He did not say what his responsibility had been, bin 

added that WW who made the rifle may have 
been responsibleh**|M|rt.’*

Much of the evidence that-Ray has given to U.S. Dis- - 
tnct Judge RobertEMcRae Jr. has been couched in 
such cautious hmgnhge.

Before being g id in King’s death, Ray had 
served three js and was jn themidstof «",
fourth when Wi prison about a year be- *
fore King’s dmnL 1
/Ray's involvement in the assassination—which Set 
off riots in black Sections of many ci0es—is be

in 
CalU

eteft

He said he wanldd his features altered so that he 
coufd get a merehgdt seaman’s license. He said be 
knew ttat the FBtmsaM be ^ a photograph 
of hfcn,diKt1te didhfo Want toresembte it.

He saidthnt when he got to.<iew Orleans, “I stopped 
there forma^^an hour or A^wnl left New Or leans. 
I had to go w sirmiiigta^ lms supposed to meet a 
party in Heir Orleans RM^ Re had gone on to?

^ . 4
’ he met hi Bir- V 
Raoul whomhe^ 

dad whohadnfo-1
Canada

had

UoM
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to John RB^ iWtS) 

.rr-T'^^®01" ^W» 
h^medaw leaders. /
; Jphn;iRay said none ef the 

' members went; along 
Mdth?orenton’s requests
, F^Fbojan, 1 noted Hanston 
te*h('. is now MMl# 
pottedly ailing, is not ex- 
oectedto-iRtoear st- the eur-'

u# 
ow-

W'1S’

Then # Hookep was elected 
JDverpOT, fie would pardoi} 
Ray ^''iacKaage Sir “all the 
.pubW^fet got o;# of ' ' 
lease.” ■ <■ J

last April, *he ' denied John 
©ay’s^Uegattdns.

Ray, ‘

s

to prove Ray 
into the guilty

by U.S 
Robert

to
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joiitW W FfiteWaa 4°®* 
aldeie# a numbe*;vfH#eais"to 
handling James Ettrt Ray’s 
case. One of them, he said, 

I was to -have 1970 Tennessee 
Deameriftic guberitoWialean- 
didate John J. Hdbker Jr., a 
Nashville'*ttor?W>. enter the

The Washington Post 11' Lt____ 
Washington Star-News 
Daily News (New York) 
The New York Times 
The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times
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