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MEMPHIS, TENN. (UPI) — A STATE ATTORNEY SAID FRIDAY HE MIU 
APPEAL A COURT RULING GIVING DEFENSE ATTORNEYS FOR JAMES EARL^AV. 
CONVICTED ASSASSIN OF ’MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., PERMISS1 ON TO LOOK AT
EVIDENCE FROM TEE 1361 SLAYING I

U.S. DISTRICT COURT JUDGE ROBERT MCRAE APPROVED THE DEFENSE’S v
REQUEST FOR EVIDENCE -- WHICH INCLUDED A FLOPHOUSE WINDOWSILL -­
EARLIER THIS WEEK DESPITE THE PROSECUTION’S CLAIMS SUCH RELEASE OF 
EVIDENCE WOULD ENCOURAGE RAY TO-PERJURE HIMSELF.

ASSISTANT STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL HENRY HAILE SAID HE WOULD APPEAL
THE DECISION TO THE U.S. 6TH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS. . -

THE APPELLATE COURT EARLIER GRANTED THE HEARINGS FOR RAY, WHO NOW 
is serving so years at the state prison at nashville. ray claims he / fl 
WAS LURED INTO THE GUILTY PLEA MARCH 10, i960. '

MCRAE SET THE HEARING, WHICH COULD LEAD TO A NEU TRIAL FOR THE
1067 MISSOURI STATE PRISON ESCAPEE, FOR OCT. 22. RAY IS SLATED TO- I 
TESTIFY THREE OR FOUR DAYS AT THE TWO-WEEK HEARING ALONG HITE A 
STRING OF DENFES WITNESSES. ,

haile said in nashville Friday that mcrae’s approval of release
THE EVIDENCE FROM THE MURDER OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER WAS ff
’’RIDICULOUS." S

RAY HAS ACCUSED HIS FORMER DEFENSE ATTORNEYS, PERCY FOREMAN 0F-X « , I
Houston, tex;, and Arthur names sr., of Birmingham, of letting their ’ ,
FINANCIAL INTERESTS IN TWO BOOKS OH THE KING SLAYING INTERFERE WITH 
THEIR PROPER REPRESENTATION OF HIM BEFORE HIS GUILTY PLEA. Vi’

ROBERT LIVINGSTON OF MEMPHIS, RAY’S PRESENT LAWYER, SAID FRIDAY HE \ 
WAS PLAGUED DY FREAKY TELEPHONE CALLS AND BELIEVED KIS HONE AND 
OFFICE TELEPHONES WERE BEING TAPPED DY EITHER THE STATE OF TENNESSEE- 
OR THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. .

UP I OS-24 11:13 AED " 1

(KIDNAP) ■
NEEDHAM, MASS. (UPI) — AN ATTEMPT TO GET MONEY FROM A VAULT BY
DING THE " 'D OF * B^ K
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BALLISTICS TESTS AFTER THE SLAYING SHOWED RAY’S FINGERPRINTS ON 
THE RIFLE BELIEVED TO HAVE SHOT THE FATAL BULLET, BUT LIVINGSTON SAYS 
RAY’S FINGERPRINTS WERE ON THE GUN USED BY ANOTHER PERSON TO SLAY 
KING BECAUSE RAY WAS "SET UP" AND BELIEVED HE WAS INVOLVED IN A 
MONEY-MAKING GUN-RUNNING VENTURE.

LIVINGSTON AND RAY CLAIMED TWO WEEKS AGO THAT AN INTERMEDIARY FOR 
THE ALLEGED HIRED GUNMEN IN THE KING DEATH CONTACTED THEM, REVEALED 
DETAILS OF THE APRIL 4. 1968, ASSASSINATION AT THE LORRAINE MOTEL, 
AND REQUESTED IMMUNITY IN EXCHANGE FOR FUTURE TESTIMONY.

BUT LIVINGSTON SAID THE ALLEGED CONSPIRACY WON’T ENTER INTO THE 
EVIDENCIARY HEARING.

UPI 06-04 03105 AED
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DAY LD
. NASHVILLE TENN. (UPI) — JANES EARL RAY SAID FROM HIS SOLITARY
I CONFINEMENT CELL MONDAY THAT FST^ING OF WITNESSES WILL TESTIFY WITH
I HIM AT A SPECIAL HEARING GRANTED BY THE SUPREME COURT IN THE MARTIN 
I LUTHER KING JR. SLAYING.

"WE WANT TO GET EVERYBODY ON THE WITNESS STAND AND GET EVERYTHING 
CLEARED UP ONCE AND FOR ALL * SAID THE CONFESSED ASSASSIN, WHO CLAIMS 
HE WAS COERCED BY HIS FORMER DEFENSE ATTORNEY, PERCY FOREMAN, INTO 
PLEADING GUILTY TO THE 1968 SNIPER-SLAYING OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER 
IN MEMPHIS.

THE SUPREME COURT’S UNEXPLAINED REJECTION MONDAY OF AN APPEAL TO 
REVERSE A DECISION THAT RAY DESERVED THE HEARING BROKE THE TEMPORARY 
ROADBLOCK TO WHAT COULD LEAD TO A NEW TRIAL FOR RAY.

RAY, 46, SERVING A 99-YEAR TERM FOR HIS MARCH 10, 1969, CONFESSION 
WILL GET THE SPECIAL HEARING OF EVIDENCE IN MEMPHIS FEDERAL COURT BY 
LATE SUMMER OR FALL.

U.S. DISTRICT JUDGE ROBERT MCCRAE AT MEMPHIS MONDAY SCHEDULED A 
PRE-HEARING CONFERENCE FOR ATTORNEYS INVOLVED IN THE RAY EVIDENCIARY 
HEARING FOR JUNE 14.

"I THINK THINGS LOOK PRETTY GOOD,* RAY TOLD A NASHVILLE BANNER 
.REPORTER FOLLOWING THE HIGH COURT’S RULING. *1’M PROBABLY GOING TO 

TAKE THE STAND. I’LL PROBABLY TESTIFY THREE OR FOUR DAYS, BUT I DON’T 
I PARTICULARLY WANT TO."

RAY, WEARING A SWEATSHIRT AND PRISON TROUSERS AND SURROUNDED BY 
CORRESPONDENCE. BOOKS, A TYPEWRITER AND OTHER PARAPHERNALIA, EVADED 
MANY QUESTIONS SAYING HE DID NOT WANT TO HURT HIS CHANCES FOR A NEW 
TRIAL.

"I’M OVERJOYED," SAID MEMPHIS ATTORNEY ROBERT I. LIVINGSTON, RAY’S 
TENNESSEE LEGAL COUNSEL. "MR. RAY IS ON THE ROAD TO GETTING A TRIAL 
ON THE MERITS OF THE CASE. WE DON’T FEEL THE STATE CAN CONVICT A MAN 

' ON THE CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE THEY THINK THAT THEY’VE GOT IN THIS 
CASE."

M

JUN J8 1374 I*
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JAMES EAHL RAV 
... in isolation

' Waahinaton PortBtattWrttsr ' - vtet^X
NASTJVILLE, Tenn. *— Pallid, sunken- in ^ 

' eyed, unshaven and markedly aged, on> anfthfct’ 
victed atetesin Jamesmarl Ray wit Ma 
underwoaron the eageof his steel bunk.

' He has. lost weight, down frota 170 
pounds to-130. His skin hangs loosely on .. ^ 

_ his 5-fe<>t»16 frame. A two4ay O»le 
darkensthe pallorofhis face. Exceptfor ™i 
occasional drovers and brief walks to the ^ 
administration building' of the state pent- ™. 
tdntiary we, he has not been outside his “ L. 
6-by-8-foOt cell in IS months.

“When you’rein solitary,” he said, “you 
get to be tike One of those roachestjbat’s . haTVlL’ 

। out of the sunlight for a long time and gete , ™ 
kind of tdeaehed oat.youknow, all white.’4

Ilie man who pleaded guilty tothe kill- 1 
tog of Martin Luther King Jr. says, the . ■ 
impact dfisolatien and cfenlaL is gradBaily w a

The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer
People’s World ._________________

Z/tZ. 3^^Z-^u_^2i2!i__
NOT RECORDED
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RAY, From Al

“It’s all idle time here,” 
he says in the flat unemo­
tional drawl of his native 
southern Illinois. “It’s more 
or less just marking time 
... I lie on my bunk or 
walk in my cell all day 
... I never sleep during 
the day ... I get more or 
less irritated. I get head­
aches. It gets harder to con­
centrate on anything.”

He says he feels weak and 
anemic and cuts in his skin 
are slow to heal.

The Sixth U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals recently 
ordered an evidentiary hear­
ing into Ray’s claim that he 
was coerced in 1969 by for­
mer defense attorney Percy 
Foreman into pleading 
guilty to killing Dr. King in 
exchange for a 99-year sen­
tence on the pretext that he 
would receive the death 
penalty if convicted in a 
trial. Ray contends the true 
reason for the guilty plea 
was to avoid a full trial at 
which details of the King 
murder might have sur­
faced.

Ray’s attorneys privately 
maintain that Ray was not 
the trigger man in the 
shooting, that a larger circle 
of conspirators was involved 
and that state officials want 
to keep the whole subject 
buried.

A favorable ruling for Ray 
in the evidentiary hearing 
ordered by the court of ap­
peals could result in a full 
trial. The hearing, sought by 
Ray for more than four 
years, is still months away, 
and his present attorneys 
are concerned about his 
health in preparation for it.

“I don’t believe any state 
official would attempt in 
any way to impede his ac­
cess to the courts,” warden 
Rose said of Ray’s claim of 
isolation and denial.

He acknowledged Ray 
has been held since August, 
1972, in various forms of 
“administrative segrega­
tion,” confinement in a spe­
cial maximum security 
building separate from the 
general prison population, 
chiefly because he has a his­
tory of escape attempts.

Ray’s attorney contend 
the convicted killer’s form 
of captivity is unpreceden­
ted and want him returned 
to the general population 
Rose counters that it is not 
unusual for inmates to be 
held in segregation for a 
year or more and that Ray 
gets the same consideration 
as other prisoners in a 
monthly classification re­
view process.
Meanwhile, Ray continues to 

live alone in his dingy blue 
and white cell. There are 
about 170 other inmates in 
the building similarly segre­
gated from the rest of the 
1900-man general population 
They are there for varying 
reasons, says Rose, some be-

cause they are violence-prone, 
some for their own protection, 
and a few, like Ray, because 
they are “high escape risks.” 
All, including Ray, are treat­
ed alike, Ross asserted.

But at least a portion of 
Ray’s isolation is “self-im­
posed,” says Rose. He has 
turned down a janitorial job 
outside his cell during the 
day, Rose said, and refuses 
to take advantage of a 45- 
minute exercise privilege 
regularly used by the pris­
on’s designated “escape 
risks” in a small concrete 
yard adjacent to the admin­
istrative segregation build­
ing.

Ray acknowledges this but 
says the job, confined to the 
segregation unit, is a “farce, 
just a way of keeping me in 
the building.”

He also refuses to exrcise in 
in the concrete yard, he says,' 
“’because there’s nothing 
there and it’s so small I can 
get just as much exercise 
'walking in my own cell,” A 
' larger exercise yard also 
available to most segregation 
inmates is off-limits to Ray 
and the others reputed escape 
risks, according to Rose, be­
cause it is‘less secure.”

Ray won’t specify the “poli- 
ticions’ who he says instructed 
prison officials to isloate him. 
But he claims their purpose is 
to “keep me down” so that 
“the stateof Tennessee does 
not get any bad publicity”— 
such as a full dress airing of 
the King asassination and the 
circumstances surrounding it.

Ray, in keeping with pre­
vious practice, would not 
discuss details of the King 
shooting in a 2-hour inter­
view with this reporter. The 
interview, attended by one 
of Ray’s attorneys, James 
Lesar of Washington, was 
limited to a discussion of 
Ray’s prison conditions.

As litigation of his case 
continues in the courts, Ray 
idles away the long peniten­
tiary days in the seclusion 
of his cell. He has repeatedly 
asked to be returned to the 
general prison population, 
contending he poses no se­
curity threat.

Ray’s cell is deeply re­
cessed in concrete and heavy 
steel, part of a tier of cells 
perched three- doors above 
ground level .and encom­
passed by a caged catwalk 
for the guards. Inside his 
cell, a steel double bunk oc­
cupies almost half the space. 
Ray sleeps on the bottom 
bunk and uses the top one 
for shelf space. There is no 
chair or table.

He uses a typewriter 
given him by one of his 
brothers, Jerry, by placing it 
on the concrete floor and 
hunkering over it. He also 
has a fan, a television set 
(which he says he rarely 
watches), a radio a dozen 
law books and a Bible sent 
to him unsolicited by a 
Memphis preacher.

On a shelf above the sink 
and commode lie a hair 
brush, plastic shampoo bot­
tle, toothpaste and tooth­
brush. There are no pictures 
or other decorations on the 
wall. A single 60-watt bulb 
lights the cell.

The air is stuffy. A low 
throbbing din of machines 
in the building drowns con- 
versatio '. among inmates at­
tempting to talk from cell to 
cell.

Ray’s daily regimen be­
gins with breakfast at about 
6:30 a.m. The food is often 
cold scrambled eggs and 
bread served on a plastic 
plate and showed through a 
slot in the base of his blue 

latticed steel door.
Then come 15 waking 

hours of ennui and inactiv-

ity interrupted only by 
lunch at 11 a.m. (meatloaf, 
stew or pork, beans, bread, a 
cup of milk and pudding) 
and supper at about 5 p.m. 
(more of the same). The 
food, brought it vats from 
the main prison mess hall, is 
bland and frequently cold, 
Ray says. There are few con­
diments or spices.

Fresh fruit is uncommon, 
Ray said, and he is not able 
to purchase even canned 
fruit at the prison commis­
sary because administrative 
segregation inmates are bar­
red from having any kind of 
fin cans (for fashioning 
homemade weapons' in their 
cells.

Ray says he is allowed to 
take a five-minute shower 
three or four times a week, 
and he shaves about twice a
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week, using a razor with 
locked-in blade passed from 
prisoner to prisoner on his 
tier by the guards.

“If you’re the last one to 
get the razor that morning,” 
he said, “I can tell you, you 
don’t get the world’s best 
shave.”

Ray estimates he spends 
$6 to $7 a month, “mostly on 
newspapers and (postage) 
stamps.” He receives and 
reads the Nashville Tennes­
sean newspaper every morn­
ing and is a frequent letter 
writer.

Since he has no prison 
job, he earns no money, but 
he says his brother, Jerry, 
who lives in suburban Chi­
cago, sends him “a little bit 
each month.” The money is 
converted to specially 
minted prison coins, which

he es to guards to make 
commissary purchases for 
him.

Ray may not leave his cell 
to go to the commissary, 
prison library or chapel. He 
leaves the cell only to take a 
shower and to see occasional 
visitors.

Ray has lived in this man­
ner since August, 1972, 
when he was transferred 
from the now-closed Brushy 
Mountain satellite prison in 
eastern Tennesse. He lived 
in the general prison popu­
lation there much of the 
time, but it was also there 
that he was caught in two 
escape attempts.

Hence, he is now in segre­
gation, says warden Rose. 
He discounted earlier asser­
tions of prison officials that 
Ray also had to be kept in

isolation to prote him 
from black militant prison­
ers. “I’ve seen no evidence 
of hostility toward him 
here,” he said.

Rose also discounted 
Ray’s claim of declining 
health. “He just had a com­
plete physical exam within 
the last month,” he said, “X 
rays, blood tests, the whole 
work-up . . . The doctor 
found a slight sprain in his 
back . . . But otherwise he 
was in good general health.”

He acknowledged that 
Ray’s extreme pallor results 
from his prolonged stay in 
segregation, “but a lot of 
that is by his own choice.”

Ray is “just trying to gen­
erate enough public support 
to force us to put him in the 
general population,” Rose 
said.

In the slow hours and 
days that he continues to 
live in his cell, Ray says he 
thinks almost exclusively 
about his case and “how I 
got maneuvered kto it.” ' 

“If you don’t nave any­
thing to do, you think about 
your case an awful lot,” he , 
said.

“In the old days, they 
[prison authorities] used to 
come in and knock you 
around some if they didn’t 
like you,” he mused, “and 
you’d be sore for three or 
four days, but then you’d 
come out in the sunshine 
and get some fresh air.

“Nowadays,’!.- he said with 
a tight, cold smile, “with 
their new ‘humane’ way of 
doing it, they just lock you 
up in solitary and let you sit 
there.”
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FOREMAN 1-31 

GALVESTON, TEX. (UPI) — DEFENSE ATTORNEY PERCY FOREMAN SAYS JAMES 
' EARL RAY PLEADED GUILTY TO KILLING CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER MARTIN LUTHER 

KING TO AVOID THE DEATH PENALTY—NOT BECAUSE HIS DEFENSE WAS 
COMPROMISED.

RAY, NOW SERVING A 99-YEAR SENTENCE IN THE TENNESSEE STATE 
PENITENTIARY, HAS WON A REHEARING ON AN APPEAL OF HIS CONVICTION ON 
THE CLAIM FOREMAN COERCED THE GUILTY PLEA.

•I THOUGHT HE WOULD BE GIVEN THE DEATH PENALTY IF THE CASE WENT TO 
A JURY," FOREMAN SAID WEDNESDAY.

"I DON’T THINK I INTIMIDATED JAMES EARL RAY INTO PLEADING GUILTY.
11 DIDN’T ATTEMPT TO NEGOTIATE A 9S-YEAR SENTENCE FOR RAY UNTIL HE 
IASKED ME TO.*

RAY CLAIMS FOREMAN URGED THE GUILTY PLEA TO INSURE FOREMAN A 
PROFIT FROM A BOOK ABOUT THE CASE.

RAYS SAID IWO LETTERS FROM FOREMAN PUBLISHED IN THE BOOK PROVE 
FORMAN’S MOTIVES. THE LETTERS SAID RAY’S SHARE OF THE ROYALTIES 
WOULD BE DELIVERED ONLY IF HE PLEADED GUILTY AND CAUSED NO 
EMBARRASSING CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE COURTROOM.

1
 FOREMAN SAID HE RECEIVED $9,000 FROM THE PUBLISHER OF THE BOOK AND 
THE PAYMENT DID NOT COVER HIS ATTORNEY FEES.

FOREMAN SAID HE INCLUDED THE ADMONITION ABOUT EMBARRASSING 
CIRCUMSTANCES IN HIS LETTERS BECAUSE HE FELT RAY HAD A "PENCHANT FOR 
PUBLICITY. "

THE STH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS ORDERED THE REHEARING TUESDAY ON 
THE BASIS OF THE TWO LETTERS. IT WILL BE HEARD IN THE U.S. DISTRICT 
COURT IN NASHVILLE.

A TENNESSEE STATE PROSECUTOR SAID WEDNESDAY HE DID NOT THINK THE 
REHEARING ON RAY’S APPEAL WOULD AFFECT THE CONVICTION.

"THE GUY STOOD UP IN OPEN COURT AND REPEATEDLY ADMITTED KILLING 
MARTIN LUTHER KING UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES THAT WARRANT A CONVICTION FOR 
FIRST DEGREE MURDER," ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL WILLIAM H. HAILE 
SAID’UPI 01-31 04:18 AED

notrecqrded

185 FEB 14 19^d 
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•SUDA
REWARD 1-22

NIGHT LD .
| MEMPHIS, TENN. (UPI )—A CITY ATTORNEY TESTIFIED IN COURT TUESDAY , 
5 THAT FINGERPRINTS ON A RIFLE, NOT AN EYEWITNESS, WAS THE MOST •
| DAMAGING EVIDENCE AGAINST JAMES EARL RAY IN THE 1968 ASSASSINATION OF. 
* MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
; ASSISTANT CITY ATTY. ART SHEA TESTIFIED IN A SUIT BROUGHT BY 
i CHARLES QUITMAN STEPHENS CLAIMING HE IS DUE $185,000 IN REWARDS 
^OFFERED IN THE KING KILLING.

SHEA ALSO TESTIFIED THAT THE REASON THAT STEPHENS WAS PUT INTO 
PROTECTIVE CUSTODY IN JAIL RIGHT AFTER THE KING ASSASSINATION WAS 
BECAUSE OF STEPHENS’ "PREDILECTION FOR ALCOHOL. *

STEF HENS FILED SUIT IN 1969 SEEKING THE REWARDS, WHICH HAVE NOT 
BEEN PAID. THE LARGEST PORTION WAS $100,000 OFFERED BY THE MEMPHIS 
CITY COUNCIL.

HE TESTIFIED MONDAY THAT HE WAS A RESIDENT OF THE OLE ROOMING 
HOUSE FROM WHICH THE FATAL RIFLE SHOT WAS FIRED. HE TESTIFIED THAT HE 
RECOGNIZED RAY—WHO WAS LATER ARRESTED, PLEADED GUILTY AND SENTENCED 

TO 99 YEARS IN PRISON — RUNNING DOWN THE UPSTAIRS HALL OF THE 
ROOMING HOUSE FOLLOWING THE SHOT.

CITY CHANCERY COURT JUDGE CHARLES ROND TOOK THE CASE UNDER 
A DVI SEMINIT TUESDAY AFTER TWO DAYS OF TESTIMONY.

SHEA REBUTTED A CLAIM BY STEPHENS’ LAWYERS THAT IT WAS THEIR 
CLIENT’S IDENTIFICATION OF A PICTURE OF RAY WHICH MIGHT HAVE LED TO 
HIS ARREST AND SUBSEQUENT GUILTY PLEA.

THE CITY ATTORNEY SAID THE MOST DAMAGING EVIDENCE IN THE CASE WAS 
NOT STEPHENS’ TES TIMONY, WEQYQNRINTS ON THE RIFLE USED IN THE 
KILLING AND FOUND ABANDONED NEAR THE ROOMING HOUSE.

ABOVE IS REPEAT TO E-WIRE POINTS
UPI 01-22 10:59 PED
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" RAY, NASHVILLE (I’PMo?) '' ' '

1ST AP$ teller ' . '
; ALL TV* INWTIC’M ** GAVE UlL'WM WAS NEVER MY HMW: I 
'TiM’Nr ®^n that we rwin iwm»* said muie, who wrote *w

' SLEW 7V^ ^EA^?*” ' '
‘ "IN THE DAYS' BEFORE I WAS ABLE TO^H RAY PERSONALLY, I VENT AIMS 

WITH THE C^^PnACY THEORY MAINLY SOHSI NOBODY IN THE COUN TRY ’
I1EUWW THAT THE KILLING COULD mvt'm WE DY ONE MAN AWHE, !

^IT IFF NOPE I COT INTO TFT CASt, TFT. NO RE J TALKED WITH RAY. AHO ' 
CITCEED TT INFORMATION HE GAVE ME, W NORF CLEAR IT BECAME THAT RE 
HAD ACTED ALONE AND THAT RE WAS LYIW TO NS,” WIE SAID* v

H£ SAID HE FULLY EXPECTS RAY TO W^UE HU^C SHITS *^,811 
MONTHS TE^HSE TWT’S TW KIND OF MAN. RE IS — A TWE JAllWt^ 
LAW$\ WHO HAG NEVER TRUSTED ANOTHER'■WHAN BEING.*

TI 1>P/ VJ?5 FES

“Of 17^77 " ' - :----------
D^S^'^^ ^ m '^S^1^ Wo *52A after 6TM WK XXX V

It^^^» FOREMAN said ray *DIW*T GIVE ME NUMBERS.* RttOl
I DID HAVE WO TELEPHONE NITERS I^to ORLEANS, BUT rIy BI OP? #V£

ME T^E NUMBERS. I GAVE THEM TO PIM.” ‘ . • i
FOREMAN SAID HE aECHVE^TOSl NU»BOS FROM A WRITER WHO 

INTERVIEWED A MAN WHO RODE WITH RAY FROM US ANGELES TO NEW ORLEANS. 
HE SAIL ONE OF THE NUMBERS WAS NOT Ol»C AND THE OTHER PRODUCES ■ 
NOTHING. •

PICK-UP 7TH PGUt THE SUIT XXX "—‘
1^1 1^27 1U01 PES - • ■
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. RAY 12-27 
; DAY LD

NASHVILLE, TENN. <UPI) — A NASHVILLE TELEVISION STATION QUOTED * 
• "HIGHLY PLACED SOURCES" WEDNESDAY NIGHT THAT, JAMES EARL RAY CLAIMS HE 

WAS INVOLVED IN A CONSPIRACY TO ASSASSINATE DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING 
JR.

WSM-TV QUOTED THE SOURCES AS SAYING RAY ATTACHED A STATEMENT
NAMING SEVERAL PERSONS HE CLAIMS GAVE HIM MONEY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
CONSPIRACY TO KILL KING TO A WRIT MAILED TO THE U.S. DISTRICT COURT 
HERE SATURDAY.

FEDERAL COURT OFFICIALS SAID, HOWEVER, THEY HAVE RECEIVED NO 
DOCUMENTS FROM RAY RECENTLY. RAY IS SERVING A 99-YEAR SENTENCE IN THE 
STATE PRISON HERE FOR THE 1968 SLAYING OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER IN 
MEMPHIS.

| THE TELEVISION STATION SAID RAY "IS REPORTED TO HAVE DISMISSED HIS 
ILATEST ATTORNEY, WASHINGTON LAWYER BERNARD FfNSTERWALD, AND IS 
Apparently representing himself." 
T EFFORTS TO REACH FINSTERWALD FAILED.

LAST WEEK, STATE CORRECTIONS COMMISSIONER MARK LUTTRELL SAID HE 
HAD APPROACHED THE U.S. BUREAU OF PRISONS ABOUT GETTING RAY 
TRANSFERRED FROM THE PRISON HERE TO A FEDERAL MAXIMUM SECURITY 
PENITENTIARY.

WSM-TV SAID RAY REPORTEDLY DID NOT LIKE THE IDEA AND "REPORTEDLY 
DREW UP A WRIT WHICH WAS FORWARDED TO FEDERAL COURT IN AN EFFORT TO 
BLOCK THE PROPOSED TRANSFER.

•OFFICIALS IN THE FEDERAL COURT CLERK’S OFFICE SAID THEY COULD 
FIND NO RECORD OF HAVING RECEIVED THE PETITION FROM RAY," WSM-TV

"HOWEVER. THE SPOKESMAN SAID RAY FILED A WRIT AS A PAUPER AND THAT 
I'T PROBABLY WENT TO JUDGE L. CLURE MORTON."

I REACHED AT HIS HOME, MORTON SAID HE DID NOT 
lAND THAT HE HAD RECEIVED NOTHING FROM RAY.

UPI 12-27 04:40 AES

RECEIVE MAIL DIRECTLY ,
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UPI-75
(RAY)

JACKSON, TENN.—THE TENNESSEE SUPREME COURT REFUSED MONDAY TO 
CONSIDER THE QUESTION OF A NEW TRIAL FOR JAMES EARLY RAY, THE 
CONVICTED ASSASSIN OF MARTIN LUTHER KING.

WITHOUT COMMENT, THE STATE’S HIGHEST COURT REFUSED TO REVIEW A 
DECISION ISSUED IN FEBRUARY BY THE STATE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS. 
THE APPELLATE COURT HAD UPHELD A PREVIOUS RULING BY A MEMPHIS JUDGE 
DENYING A NEW TRIAL FOR RAY.

5/2—GEI158A

JUN 20 1972

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE

HOT RECORDED 
f^JUN 19 1972

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



r
(

c
I

2it Ra

3AUViL ;

$!'.rJiHl2.;,W3H ZZ6IHdbt^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-20 (Rev. 10-1-71) Tolson____________
Felt 
Ro 
M 
Bishop 
Miller,
Callahan
Casper____________
Conrad____________
Dalbey____________
Cleveland 
Ponder 
Bates _ 
TavelC

(BAY)
, JACKSON. TENN.—AN APPEALS COURT IN CONSIDERING THE CONTENTION 

OF ATTORNEYS FOR JANES EARL RAY TKAT THE CONFESSED SLATER OF DR. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. IS ENTITLED TO MIS DAT IN COURT AND HANTS TO 
EXPLAIN KING’S DEATH.

i ATTT. ROBERT LIVINSTON OF NEPHIS MADE THE STATEMDIT HERE 
llEDIESDAY IN A ID-MINUTE HEARING BEFORE A THREE-JUDGE PANEL OF THE 
{TENNESSEE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS.
f LIVINGSTON. ASSISTED BT BERNARD FINSTERVALD OF WASHINGTON, ASKED 
[THE COURT TO EITHER GRANT RAY A NEV TRIAL OR MOLD AN EVIDENTIARY 
[HEARING. A RULING IS NOT EXPECTED FOR SEVERAL MONTHS.

10-7—EH114PED

OCT 26 »H
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Court Asked For Dismissal
Of Ray’s Motion For Relief

. The attorney general’s office yesterday asked the court to 
strike down a motion filed by attorneys for James Earl Ray, 
who charge^. his chances for a negotiated settlement of his 
case had been undermined,

J _ The motion filed by the attorneys for the convicted assas­
sin of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. charged that Ray’s attorney 
at the time, Percy Foreman, said he wouldn’t negotiate with 

.the attorney general’s office because he didn't want such'a I 

.settlement, bet then did negoti-* : |
ate whh the trial judge. * The state also asked that thej 

i- -Ray charged that when:motion for post-conviction re-1 
( Judge ’V. Preston Battle in4ief be dismissed because’ 
■ fact entered negotiations, it re-( Ray’s rights under neither the 
(moved his chance for a fair: state constitution nor the Unit-­
determination by the judge on ed States Constitution were vi- 
:wneiher the sentence worked’n)„^j 
:Out was just. (Oidtea.
i Ray contended he was’-0!16 of R^’s attorneys, 
I “pressured” into accepting the I Ricnard F Ryan, said that he 
!99-year prison senience^andian<^ Washington attorney Ber- 
iwas threatened by Mr. Fore-j”ar^ Fensterwald would seek 
•man into accepting the guilty ’ "t0 haYe Ray brought back to 
(plea and the sentence. ., ’Memphis for a full evidentiary 
( In the motion filed by the faring.” “'
attorney general’s office yes­
terday after officials 'had

.talked to Foreman, the state 
“specifically and categorically! 
denied” defense charges that’ 
Judge Battle violated judicial; 

,^thks_jyhen he entered nego-: 
■tia.tions with Foreman.'” ?

(Mount Clipping Tn' SpoceBelow)
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UPIri18 .
(KING WITNESS) 

MEMPHIS --ATTORNEY S M. MURPHY JR. SAID TODAY HE WILL SEEK 
FROM A STATE MENTAL HOSPITAL ONTHE RELEASE OF 

gOUNDS SME WAS CWffl _______________ ___________________
STIMONY ABOUT THE SLAYING OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 

MRS« WALDEN WAS A RESIDENT OF THE ROOMING HOUSE HERE FROM WHICH
POLICE SAY JAMES EARL RAY FIRED THE SHOT THAT KILLED KING. SHE

LY IN AN EFFORT TO SUPPRESS HER

SA SAW A HAN RUN FROH THE
THE SWOT WAS FIRED, BUT THAT IT 

T/25—NW7 03 PED

ROOMING MOUSE BATHROOM JUST AFTER
WAS NOT RAY
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