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arl Ray: the

status-seekéi' _,

" Edwin M. Yoder Ir. is jn editor of the Greensboro'
Taily N'ews of Greensborp, North Ccroliua. ——

W
HE SLEW THE DREAMER. By William m.at:,}fm
Delacorte. 212 pp. $5.95.

By Edwin M. Yoder Jr.

Just as we had reluctantly accepted the dull prob-
ability that President Kennedy died at the hand of a
single, self-prompting loner, Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. fell in a setting that renewed the thirst for conspiracy
~— the feeling that so awful and ramifying a crime must
spring from a demonic genius to match it. Yet our thirst
went unslaked at Memphis when James Earl Ray
pleaded guilty to the murder. Even The New York
Times denounced the aborted trial as “a shocking
breach of faith with the American people” — a moment
of disclosure treated as “a routine murder case.”

Surely the Times stood on shaky legal ground there,
but the anguish was widely shared. Could it be imag-
ined, let alone set down for all time in the history books,
that Dr. King had been slain by an obscure ex-conviet

~— a man who'd spent some thirteen of his thirty-nine:

years jn prison — acting without pay or prompting?
The Ray case may yet develop its Mark Lanes, its
“grassy | knoll theories, and its-intricate scholasticism
of conspiracy. But it must do so without the™héip=of
William Bradford Huie, who argues here that Ray did
indeed alone murder Dr. King: not for pay, and not
especially out of seething hate but to establish himself
jpn the list of the FBI's Ten Most Wanted Criminals.
“Ray,” writes Huie, “regards the Top Ten the way
people in show business regard Academy Award win-
ners or . . . fashionable women regard the annual list
of Ten Best-Dressed Women. Cnmmals too want status
— as criminals.”
Ray’s hunger for identity — to be aomebody in the
*squalid pecking order of criminality — was ultimately
his motive, argues Huie, for the crime. It would trans-
form him from plain James Earl Ray -— unwanted

to the hero of guardhouse gossips. For on the ladder of
criminal status-seeking Ray didn’t count; during the

year that elapsed between his escape in a bread box *

from Missouri State Penitentiary in April, 1967, and
his arrest in London fourteen months later, Ray could
fnot watch his favorite television program The FBI of a

Sunday hy he failed to |
m‘;keallﬁﬁ‘q’n flﬁ:rz-m;v l::e emo.ved ,hlt: ‘

triumpn=1n a dingy Toronto tavern on'the evening of

- -

i

v&eLoac

&/ alters
Mohr
Blshop
Casper
Callahan____*
Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan

Tolson _7/

‘==&—=T Tavel _ ~
oo Soyars —

Tele. Room

600 Holmes 4
- Gondy :ﬁ%

;.43 JUN 10 1970

child, failed military policeman, inept petty criminal —

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

The Washington Pgst
Times Herald &Okwc'r/d-

The Washington Daily News
The Evening Star (Washington)
The Sunday Star (Washington)

Daily News (New York)
Sunday News (New York)

New York Post

The New York Times
The Sun (Baltimore)

The Daily World
The New Leader

The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer

People’s World

Examiner (Washington)

Date

MAY 17 1970

e 87 i



>
o
d
~d
W

E
e
=
>
=
2
O
=
a

92171 "0O'3 ¥3ANN 3ISVIT3H G20C

F B
N $~“E".

u‘*u; L

F B w,
May {7 ‘332?"’70‘9 :
%

5 1 Bl 18 DRME 5 25 Py

Biwe o pow wTELL

' REC! DOM
wow B TRec'D ooM INTE} C DD
Wit aei-o BISHOP  RE 3 é&' |

CEWV

P /&‘lh s \9‘

INTELL DIv

RECENVE. | :ovpp

| g r
PR

far 13 iZ 38 PH *7p

- X
<
[gw] fB
=
=

F
=
4'“'
fp,‘,-.
o 5
.
% 3
: 2
C
¥ A
-
o
o
[ o) et
—
= At
v o=
-0 My
. = =z
-
—3
[—4
.- -
-



» a

Apnl 21, 1968, “Jamu Earl Ray, the man nobody ever
notices, drank vodka and orange juice and watched
imself elevated by the FBI to the Top Ten. He did even
tter . . . A special international category was created
for him.”

Whether the public will accept Huie’s assiduously
‘constructed account of Ray, the assassin as status-
seeker, 1 do not know. We all learned with deep sus-
picion of his strange peregrinations north and south,

east and west. Where, we wondered, did he get the

money, the assistance, the cars? Those who persist in
asking these questions will want to inspect Huie’s recon-
struction for themselves. It is too intricate to duplicate
here. I found it entirely persuasive,

According to Huie, Ray was far from flush with
funds, although he had presumably profited from both
robbery and drug-running, as well as brief employment
as a dishwasher. Had he had a bit more and kept his
nerve during the last stage of flight in London, he
might have made good an intended escape to Por-
tuguese West Africa, beyond the reach of extradition.

As for the fancy that Ray was the hired gunman of
the Klan, or the Cubans, or the Mafia, Huie disposes of
it authoritatively — one might say cocksurely —on
grounds that Ray’s criminal career had been “char-
acterized by ineptitude, often ludicrous ineptitude,”
making him a poor risk. We have here, then, not a hired
assassin but an insecure, narcissistic litle man who
struck his kindly employers in Chicago as “such a nice
man” and the proprietor of a ballroom dancing school
in Los Angeles as “a Southern gentleman™!

How long Ray might have plotted the killing, how
deep the germ of it lay, Huie leaves unsettled. When
Ray went to Canada in the summer of 1967, he evidently
meant to skip the continent for ‘good. That he failed to
get a passport and came back, by then involved in drug-
smuggling, was the fateful turn of events. And accord-
‘ing to Huie, Ray’s visit to Alabama on the eve of the
fretful 1968 election “certainly did nothing to slow the
growth of an idea that may have been in his mind since
1964.” (In California, he had recruited signers for the
petition to get George Wallace on the ballot.) It is
almost certain that by mid- or late March of 1968 Ray
had begun to “stalk” Dr. King: in Atlanta, in Selma,
finally in Memphis.

William Bradford Huie, a veteran of such searches
through the seamy world of racial violence, has done
an admirable detective job — with Ray’s purchased col-
laboration. Detailed as it is, however, the book is finally

just another banal chronicle of Hannah Arendt’s “ba--

nality of evil”; one’s final reaction is disgust, not pnty
or terror.

Huie, moreover, constantly intrudes on the narrative
to boast of his deductive powers or to deprecate
sfter thévact) his invasion of

the privacy of those who
haplesaly crossed Ray’s path. It was, we are to gather,
a cagey, tough, and cynical deal Hune struck with the
assassin, having paid him $30,000 for exclusive rights.
So far did Huie carry his end of the bargain that he
twice retailed Ray’s doctored accounts (of his prison
break, and of the Montreal grocery store robbery) to
‘Look magazine readers, sensing that they were false
but wanting to reassure Ray that he would cover him
in pettyTies if they could get at the big truth about the

murder — a truth which Ray strenuously denies,

“ "Huie’s journalistic enterprise is admirable, but I
admit that it makes me uncomfortable to find that a
man accused of heinous crime must sell his story to
pay his lawyers. (Not that Ray objected. Arthur Hanes,
his first lawyer, found Ray more interested in libel suits
than in preparing a defense to the charge of murder. To
the last, Ray worried in the modern way about his

“image.”)

At all events the book itself, no less than the case,
leaves us with questions. Huie tells us how he threat-
enedmy_ with the publication of a damaging speciia”
tion in Look, before the trial, if Ray didn’t tell him the
truth. Ray asked for it no doubt. But when contract is
pressed to the point of collision with the process of
trial by jury, I wonder that reputable lawyers would be
.parties to it. Indeed, this curious entanglement of jour-
: nalism, legal fees, and justice needs clmfymg—-pos-
"sibly more so than the conspiracy theories which, to

| mﬁmom Hule has well uploded. ——— o
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. 2794 |
) RAY 1/26
nrx1§ r:NN. (UPI)--A PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR MONDAY WAS AWARDED
nAMActs oF’ 6,625 .34--INCLUDING POSSIBLE RIGHTS TO THE GUN THAT KILLED
DR, MARTIN LUPMER KING JR.--TO PAY FOR THE MORE THAN 1,000 HOURS HE
CLAIMED HE WORKED IN DEFENSE OF JAMES EARL RAY,
CHANCELLOR CHARLES NEARN SAID RENFRO T. HAYS SHOULD BE PAID A FEE OF
g50 AND EXPENSES or $1,775.34 FOR THE WORK HE PERFORMED FOR
SHYSRNEY ARTHUR J. HANES &R,, BIRMINGHAM, ALA., WHO REPRESENTED RAY IN
HAYS HAD ASKED DAMAGE§ OF $11, 046 BU

HANES WAS DISMISSED FROM THE CASE’ IN NOVEMBER, 1968 AND ATTORNEY
FERCY . FORE MAN RETA NED BY RAY BEFORE HE ULTIMATELY PLEADED GUILTY -+
MARCH é@ 959 gLAYING oF nn. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. IN
EXCHAN 99-YEA PRISON TERM.

rnz SUIT NAMED ONLY RAY, THE AWARD WOULD cxvz HAYS

mHE RIGHT-—SHOULD THE STATE EVER RELEASE THEM--TO ATTACH A 1566
'\WHITE MUSTANG AUTOMOBILE AND A 30.06 REMINGTON RIFLE THE POLICE :
‘IsAaID RAY USED IN THE .KING SLAYING HERE ON APRIL &, 1568, ‘ ‘

1568

THE CAR AND TME RIFLE REMAIN IN THE CUSTODY OF THE SHELBY COUNTY
'IDISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE, TO BE USED AS EVIDENCE SHOULD
RAY BE SUCCESSFUL IN WINNING A NEV > TRIAL

HY, HAYS® ATTORNEY, INTRODUCED AS EVIDENCE 4 LETTER,
DATED MARCH %7 969, WRITTEN T8 HAYS BY RAY IN WHICH RAY
CONCEDED THA YESTIGATOR *SHOULD BE PA1D FOR WHATEVER
WORK_YOU FERFORME

“I'M NOT FAMILIAR VITH THE WORK YOU HAVE DONE,® RAY WROTE,
“BUT I BELIEVE IF IT WAS PERFORMED YOU SHOULD BE PAID,"

HAYS, ESTIMATING THAT HIS TIME WAS WORTH $6 AN HOUR, SAID
i spent 139 HOURS IN COMPILING EVIDENCE IN THE RAY CASE

$ RICHARD J, RYAN, REPRESENTING RAY, SAID THERE WAS NO
zvxn:ncaza:ronz THE COURT TO SHOW THAT HAYS HAD PERFORMED THE WORK

HE
RYAN FUﬁTHER ARGUED THAT HAYS WAS PAID FOR A MAGAZINE ARTICLE
"WHICH WAS PUBLISHED AFTER RAY PLEADED GUILTY. .
L b S

ML/JM&S3FES
NOT E:ETORDED
\\\p ‘ WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE
™ JAN 30 1970 -éL-{ﬂ"/
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'EiEOUGH\ Tennessee has bot-

up James. Earl Ray, rumors of a

racy. are not so easily confined.

appeal for release from

AL 'cénﬁnement, the whlspermg
galn

_h‘iler sealed off. ‘t‘rom the

thq prmm in the ab-
seneeof a y theory, as were
the state attorneys who appeared to
argue against Ray’s release into the
general prison population. In the
end, the attgmeys smendered to
ﬁlememb e. ..
A : i yirators on

tioning a differe

was Martin Luther King's ffom solita

so at his sentenewga thetigh
court declined to\press hm for

explanation, He s d 0 again in )
. court |

' No onergstensd and it ig-

arguable that-Ray-had emﬁe&énites,t

ot 2
€ ure: ’
eyt ok

He nalay

hope that endiess

litigs
Wup ‘some chink in me i
which ' convicted p W '
cape. Perhaps he thinks |

conspiracy would “di
guilt. Perhaps his-
. ypnd rational anal
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James Earl Ray
e ‘Nasi pmqﬁ_m?,

- NASHVILLE;, Tenn.”
(UPL)_ ~~ An’ attorney - for-
Jaiies Earl Ray compared his
imprisonment to “Nazi prac-
tices” in'a brief filed in fed-
eral “court . while - seeking’
Ray’s-transfer from the max-

| —

imum - security unit at the

. Tennessee State Prison.

. Robert W, Hill Jr. of Chat-
tgpooga, one of Ray’s three
atterneys, " signed the sup-’
pleinetital - brief ‘which’ was
sybmitted in connection with

- his heaith impaired sirice he-
secunt):, said that his ab

- with the entire prison pb{m v
[ lation,” he added. “The figin’ -
| pressure ‘on’ me’ is ‘tfmt X Bm’
- | solitarfly confinéd “and am

‘ avfay an innerax?syéhelo;i%%
} defenses through . -nine.
ped '|' months of constant llght
gt - sound and observition. is 45
m‘i legally diaholicat as many of- -
ms X the Nazi. practices which we
Memp NN & i S0 oftep ‘condemn,” Hill said,
RAYS ) elaims m C%#ﬁo = . Ray is a quiet. man

rights have beéen violated and. used to. solitude in a
reasonable degree. He is not-

used to being kept in what*

amounts to a fishbowl under.

\{dﬂelllance night and day of
1s10n cameras ” s

he pleadéd
slaying. m‘.;_

. placed in n;axmmm
The MIAMI HERALD
Miami, Florida
Date 12/25/69

to endure solitary conf‘
ment was dnnmishing rapxd-
ly.. :

“'fhe cumulatzve effect is.
getting worse: and warse, a.qd
I find myself l¢ss: able’ fo.’

‘stand the emotional hazards
‘A of this:type of confinement,”

Ray said.

“1 khow for a fdct that
there i§ work wrthm the
prison which might "be’ asg
signed to me without .my
having ‘to come: into contﬁat, ‘

not allowéd: to do anyth g
or perform any job or ‘be let’
out mto the saahght ” .

a Dec. 29 hearing oa”the: | CEL

= A

T L
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