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/ By Joe Walker ?
j (Naw York Bureau Chief)

covers off conspiratorial treachery in some of 
the most famous assassinations of our time, this 
week looks into the assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., one of the key figures in the 
civil rights movement of the early 1230s and a 
prime mover in the peace and anti-Viet Nam 
protests of the latter part of this decade. Lane 
contends that the forces who control this 
country will not hesitate to kill singularly or 
en masse if the careful psychological grip they 
have placed on the mind of America is threat­
ened. In this installment,' he explains why he 
believes Martin Luther King, Jr. became a tar\- 
get for the assassins.), '

- SIS: Are there any simi­
larities between the assassi- 1 
nations of John F. Kennedy 
and Martin Luther King?
LANE: Yes. In both cases 

th.-re are the trappings of intelli­
gence work. For example, some­
one cleverly infiltrated the police 
radio system in Dallas, which is 
how* the description of Lee Har­
vey! Oswald reached the police 
and was sent out over the police 
radio at 12:44 p.m. — 14 minutes 
after the shots were fired at 
President Kennedy.

To this date the Warren Com­
mission has to concede that ft 
does not know how that informa­
tion reached the Dallas police,. 
In.-Memphis, something quite 
similar happened. After^the^slTdt

was fired that killed Dr. 'King, 
somehow, someone infiltrated the 
Memphis police radio and gave 
details, for a considerable period 
of time, of a man fleeing the 
scene in a car chased by police. 
However, that chase never took 
place and it was a diversion 
which was useful to whoever
was involved in the assassination The New Leader 
of Dr. King.

MS: Are there any big dif­
ferences in the two assassi­
nations?
LANE: Yes, in the treatment 

of the alleged assassins. In Dal­
las, it was quite clear that th* 
country was so deeply concerned 
with who killed JFK that if Led1 
Harvey Oswald had lived to fade
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ii'^; we would have learned a 
great deal about the conspiracy. 
Once you know that President 
Kennedy was lolled by shots 
corning from at least two differ­
ent directions, then you know 
that Oswald was either guilty (in 
that lie was a part of a conspira­
cy to lull Kennedy) or that he 
was innocent.

; A bid that would have estab­
lished that Oswald was part of a 
conspiracy or innocent posed 
very serious problems for those 
who killed the President. If lie 
was acquitted, the country would 
as?, “who did do it?” and turn 
:he attention in the direction of 
the assassins. If he was found 
guilty, he might have talked and 
named those who were involved 
with him.

In any event, the trial for Lee 
Harvey Oswald presented very 
serious problems for Kennedy’s 
murderers. And so, in order to 
avoid it, Oswald was eliminated 
while in the Pallas police sta­
tion, “protected” by 73 Dallas 
police officers — killed by an 

iold, dear friend of the Dallas 
police, Jack Kuby. 1

: '.The country changed in tW 
next five years, and, when Drl 
Martin Luther King was killed, ^t 
wks decided that it was not nett 
essary to eliminate the person 
charged with lolling him. In fact, 
we had become so callous by 
then that James Earl Ray stood 
in open court in his mini-trial 
and said:

“I disagree with my lawyer. I 
disagree whS the attorney gener­
al.- L^;e was a conspiracy to 
ATI Dr. Martin Luther King.'} 
T::o judge did not even inquire,' 
w'O was involved in the conspir1- 
acy. He merely said, “Neve? 
mind that. The question is 
whether you still plead guilty?” 
And Raj’ said, “yes, I do,” and 
he was sent off for S3 years in 
jail in solitary confinement.

RS: Ray then immediately 
made an application for a 
tier.’ trial to Judge Battle j 
v/ho tried the mini-ease. {
LANE: Judge Battle had a' 

refutation as a very honest and

far man, and a man who would 
be very deeply troubled by doing 
arything he considered incorrect. 
I know one of his relatives woo 
lives in New York City and she 
told me that he was very deeply 
troubled during this entire period, 
and the family was very worried 
about his reaction to what was 
taking place.

He died of a heart attack with­
in 30 days after the application 
f<lr a new trial was made fey 
James Earl Ray.

The law in Tennessee is very 
clear. If a judge dies before nil- 
ing on an application for a new 

; trial, for whatever grounds, then 
the new trial is automatically 
granted. A higher court decided, 
however, that the law didn’t ap­
ply in this case.

MS: Then you consider 
James Earl Ray as much a 
/‘fall guy” as Lee Harveyi‘ 
{Oswald.
LANE: Yes. I was in New Or­
- (Continued on page 32) y

(Continued from page 31) i 
leans when Dr. King was assas­
sinated, and I flew to Memphis 
and interviewed all the witnesses 
that I could find.

The most important witness 
should have been the landlady of 
the boarding house who rented 
the room to the man who fired 
the shot that killed Dr. King. 
But she was so vague about ev­
erything — either she didn/t 
want to get involved or she 
wasn’t much of an observer. /

However, right next door / to 
the room that James Earl Ray, 
or J whoever the man was who 
shbt Dr. King, was Charles Q. 
Stevens. He was the most astute 
of all the observers I found. 11 
talked with him about what he 
saw and the new tenant who 
moved in next door. He heard I 
the ,fnan go to the bathroom sdv-1 
era!, times. The bathroom direct-' 
ly Overlooked the motel balcony 
whqre Dr. King was standing 
later. '

When Stevens heard the shot, 
her looked out of his room ddor 
anjl saw the new tenant running 
away with a rifle in his herd. 
Hd went to the police and give 
a description of the man. The 
police made a drawing based on 
his verbal description. Stevens 
was considered to be the most 
important witness at that time.

Stevens told me that the man 
was in his early 20s and could 
not have been more than 25. Of 
course, James Earl Ray is over 
40. The description Stevens gave 
me was clearly not that of 
James Earl Ray and he was 
clearly the best observer.
p MS: Did the police send , 
; out Stevens’ description of 

■j the assassin?
G LANE: The police sent out not 
only the drawing of the man de­
scribed by Stevens, but also the 
name Eric Starvo Galt and fin­
gerprints they said belonged Ao 
Galt. It was not until consider­
ably later that they came up 
with the name James Earl Ray 
and that Ray’s picture (different 
from Galt’s) and Ray’s finger­
prints (different from those sent 
out as Galt’s) were sent out. The 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation 
to'i this date states that it has 
two sets of pictures and two sets 
of fingerprints.

iWhile you can argue that the 
man may have changed in 
terms of the picture, you can’t 
make that same allegation about 
the fingerprints. The FBI was 
obviously talking about two dif­
ferent people even at that time 
but later they resolved it, for 
their own purposes, by saying 
that Eric Starvo Galt was the 
same man as James Earl Ray.

MS: But what about the ; 
different fingerprints? ' 
■LANE: The FBI never went 

irto that question at all.
/MS: I understand you dis­
cussed the King murder with 
New Orleans D.A. Jim Garri- I 
son on your return to that | 
city from Memphis. What 
were his impressions?
LANE: Garrison is certain 

that the assassination of John ?. 
Kennedy was a result of an in- 
lielligence operation and also 
j feels that the assassination ;q 
Martin Luther King was also the' 

[.result of intelligence work. One
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night, Garrison and I were in his | 
siudv and he wove a —fairy

tion

” about who Eric Starve 
t really was and how he was 
d. He said that if the opera- 
i was the same as the opera­
; involving Lee Harvey Os- 
tt he would tell me how Galt 
i used. .

I: was a long, fanciful story j 
which, went on for about an | 
hour. The fantastic thing about 
th.u story was that several 
weeks after James Earl Ray 
was arrested, Ray gave his in­
formation to William Bradford 
Huie. Huie ran two articles in 
Look magazine and the articles 

were almost word-for-word what 
Garrison had told me when he 

was just formulating a hypothe- 
I sis about how an intelligence 
agency would have used a man 
like Galt or Ray. Give him mon­
ey, move him around, not tell 

; him what he was doing or tell
different fromsom

I what he really was doing. ? 
i That is clearly what happened 
■t; Oswald. According to Henty 
Y'vie (the district attorney <)f 

i Dalias) and Waggoner Carr (the 
। attorney general of Texas), who 
both gave this information to the

। Warren Commission, Oswald was ' 
i working for the FBI on the day 
!i.:.i lie was charged with the 

hww'iirition of President Keniup . 
Liv He w.t: employed for .sonn 
hmie mm Wade and Carr knew 
।exactly what his salary was and 
i w his secret FBI number.

was able to be moved manhunt for
cause he was following i m sI Eric Starvo Gait, yet it wa^: vand

decs from the FBI. Since he 
;.s an undercover informant, he 
asn’t concerned if he was

] asked tc do rather strange or 
: edd things — never knowing that 
what he really was doing was 
establishing a trail that would 
ultimately lead to him after the 
assassination of President Ken­
nedy.

MS: Many people don’t I 
Hbe to believe things like I 
.hat. Why would the FBI J

, hire a man like Lee Harvey * 
‘ Oswald?

LANEU don’t know why they catI£;ht j think that his fji ina] 
would, but they did, and They ao- 7 - - "
it all the time. You remember, 
of course, when Mrs. Viola Liuz­
zo was killed (on a Southern 
highway), in the car (of killers) 
was an FBI employee. This1 
came out at that trial. No tone 
paid too much attention to it, 
but it should have shook the con-i 
science of this country. , was being paid? Scotland Yard 
..The FBI man pointed a pistol said he had a numbered Swiss

out of the window (like his KKK bank account, that was where he ‘ 
companions) and said that he. was drawing funds from. Now, I 
didn’t fire at Mrs. Liuzzo but hew-dcies-a real small-time hootl'
made believe he was going to. 
Well, he had a loaded pistol, he 
could have stopped that murder. 
He didn’t try, but continued to 
maintain his cover. And who 
really knows if he is not the one 
who fired the shot that killed 
Mrs. Liuzzo?

I have never heard of anybody 
chastising this FBI agent for not 
preventing the murder. The FBI 
has. a lot of strange people work­
ing for it, and Lee Harvey Os­
wald was certainly not the 
strangest.

MS: Getting back to the 
King murder, wouldn’t you 
:igree that there-was a delib­
erate effort to let whoevei'

" (Continued on page 34)
(Cmitin’icd from, page 32) .

1.tiled King escape? And not 
only from the murder scene, 
j'ut also from the country? j
LANE: Yes. There was sup-

James Earl Ray they finally 
ended up catching. He went from
the South to Canada, arrived
the% in a small community p leased with that because, r 
white three sets of identification tilough I'm not inclined towards
we|e made available for him.

"MS: Yet he wasn’t arrest 
ed in Canada, but in Eng­
land. '
LANE: He was arrested by the Communists.”

Scotland Yard doing something, Well, the Communists obvious- 
that a guy on the run wanted for Iy didn’t want Martin Luther 
murder wouldn’t do. Ray was , King dead, but I was happy that 
just changing planes in London. j a guy took the case who would 
Well, if you are just changing; not say that there was no coii- 
planes you don’t have to go spiracy and hide all the facts. I
through customs of immigration- di/in’t care what his conclusions
Hddid and that’s when he whs Jere about who was involved. J.

J Wanted to see what facts he

story in Look magazine was ac--
curate. He was given $12,000,
moved around, and never knew 
why.

MS: Wouldn’t he ask why 
he was mysteriously told to 
move about?
LANE: Why, as long as he

frejm the South set up a num­
bered Swiss bank account? pI 
de n’t know how to do it myself 
ar d I’m a little more sophisticat­
ed" than he was supposed to be. J

MS: Yet a lot of people 
apparently believe that

I James 
volved 
alone.

’ LANE: 
'Rt.y did

Earl Ray was in­
in the assassination

Anyone who believes
it alone is willing to

-page 35) 1;
: from page 34 ).!

(Continued on

believe anything which this 70-1 
ci ety wants him to believe iv I

« MS: Ray is now in jail for 
!)9 years, and his secret is 

| locked up with him. j
LANE: True. I would give

■ anything to talk with him
get that story. But there is no । 
way I can even communicate , 
with him to let him know I want
to see him. You know it is a bit
funny. Originally, he had an old 
Niu Klux Klan and segregationist 
lawyer from Birmingham. I was

the KKK as you can imagir^. j
this was an anti-establishment! 

j guy. So he said I’m going to i 
4 prove that there was a conspira- j 
’! cy. “There was a conspiracy of j

could uncover and make avail- j

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



able. I’.ut then they Q u i c k I y |anrj cjejji3ei-at10n your only de­
b 'cnecd-aim and brougm. m ine |fenSe js ’that you acteir iinpuL. 
o ld icxas-bascd establishment LPvc[y you can’t act impulsively , 
figure, Percy' Foreman, who was you sat down and planned it ■ 
brought in for awhile to repre- jn advance.
seal J<ick Ruby cis well. ,

S 0 ' V 011 h 3 VC tHe StF 3 HgC D Ite no iOne tne most amazing J /
things I’ve ever seen on network ‘"a11 ^ese trials of.
TV was after Foreman had done bo h the dcfense and, the P™seJ 
this "magnificent” job - merely' c“llon a« m !
got his client locked up for 99^ aren,« t0 *h™ any! 
years in solitary confinement, he1^1^' “ ev" onge^ 
was asked if there had been a triaI^ hke the Ruby tnal and ■
conspiracy. Foreman said,
no. I thought there might have
been at- the beginnings .mit__I 

have investigated every, single i

“No the'Sirhan trial, longer than.;thei 
have ^ial ot Janies Earl Ray — land!

“I he trial" of Lee Harvey Os­
wald certainly, nothing copes; 
out which is relevant. The bdsic

aspect of The case and now iTn > sti “who was involved in! 
absolutely convinced that thereby conspiracy?.. never gets; 
was no conspiracy. |lasked because of the tacit agree-!

So the reporter asked, “Didiiment between the prosecution 
you ask your client if there was i| and defense even before the trial
a conspiracy?" Foreman thought;! begins, 
for a moment and then replied,
•‘No, I never asked him that.”

AIS: How could Foreman 
conduct an investigation, for 

’• supposedly two months, to 
! lied out if his client had 
; been a part of a conspiracy 
• if he didn’t even discuss it 
1 with his client?

[I In the mini-trial of James Earl 
'I Ray, his name is hardly men- 
!i tioned. I just finished reading 
H the transcript of that trial and 
' nothing was really presented 
'j which showed that Ray was in

i LANE: He didn’t have to. His' 
ijob was to get Ray sent away to 
jail -and to prevent any detailed 
information from reaching the 
American people about who ac­
tually killed hr. King. '

, MS: He did that well and 
he got paid very handsomely 
[to bool.

"LANE: Oh yes. Something hap­
pened in the Ruby trial which.--is 
a perfect example. Everybody 
involved was trying to prove 
that there was no conspiracy. 
Tiie government was trying to 
prove it because it is their posi­
tion that there is never a con­

i spiracy in any of these things! 
I and they know if you untap ■ 
। some evidence, there is a lot, 
| moi e evidence of various other; 
| activities that will come out. ■ 
j MS: But what about the 
I defense?

anyway involved. But that 
wasn’t necessary because he had 
entered a plea of guilty.

O’ course, the best thing for 
these who believe in assassina­
tions is to have the alleged as­
sassin removed, as they did in 
Dallas with Lee Harvey Oswald, 
and then you don’t even have 
the formality of a trial, there’s 
nothing! ।

(In the 4th and final install­
ment of this exclusive interview 
with Mark Lane, the noted attor­
ney talks about future assassina­
tions, right wing control of the 
U.S., the CIA’s assassination p^o- 
gra'm, and his vice-presidential 
rack in the last e'ection on a 
ticket headed by Dick Gregory.)

UNE: Well, if Jack Ruby was j 
trying to escape the death penal-1 
ty; it had to be shown that there j 
w;s no premeditation or deliber­
ation. Of course, conspiracy' is 
absolute proof of premeditation I
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H&i Denied
Criminal (W Jwfe* Ar­

thur Faquin ^ today re­
fused to grant an appeal of 
his May 26 ruling in which 
he deified JamesEarl Ray’s 
motion for a new trial. ‘

The request for an appeal 
was presented by two of 
Ray’s attorneys, Richard J. 
Ryan of Memphis and J. B. 
Stoner, Savannah, Ga,

’FoUowisg the brief hear- 
fa&, the lawjrers said fteir 
requestwas a "simple for- 
imiUfy” and it was discre­
tionary with the judge to 
sign the Order Of appeal.

They said their next step 
would be to file a petition 
asking the Tennessee Crimi­
nal Court of Appeals tore- 
view Judge Faquin’s deci- 
sipn to the case- .

Ray.Wed.guilty March 
10 & the mBrder of Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King and is now 
gerving a 9ft-year sentence in 
the state penitentiary at
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triai for the murder of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.
^ Criminal Court Judge Arthur 
^^a(lu^ Jr. yesterday re- 
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® FaquisHi 
approve the appe 

■W Ray — when heplead-
—waived his right to appeal | rultog^d^totlrafm 

new trial. / . . ,
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Callahan -------------
Conrad----------------
Felt_____
Gale------ -.
Rosen 
Sullivan —
Tavel 
Trotter----------------
Tele. Room 

Ray’s Lawyer^*) 
Ask Rehearing
MEMPHIS, Tenn., June 13 

(AP) ^'^A.ttornayt forJameg, 
Bad KSy Mked today for a 
rrriow-ofdhe recent denial of 
hie new trial request, a move 
that could bring the ease be­
fore the state Court of Crim' 
Inal Appeals. ; <

Ray, who entered a guilty 
plea March 10 to the slating 
of Rev. Dr. Martin Leiner 
KingJh, was refused.t^ldw 
trial last month byCriminal 
Court Judge ArthurEaquta 
Jr,

Richard J. Ry# (tf '#eij. 
phis, a member dr Bay’s new 
team of lawyers, aaM he filed 
for permission way With the 
Criming court ferfe to ap- 
pealthe ruling ngaiast ^hP 
new trial ' ' •
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Correcti^asChief, 
Fir

Tavel___________
Trotter__________
Tele. Room 
Holmes __________
Gandy ___________

NASHVILLE, Tenn, May 29 
(UPI) — Tennessee Correc­
tions Commissioner Harry S. 
Avery, accused of using his po­
sition to gather facts about 
James Earl Ray for a book, 
was fired today by Gov. Bu­
ford Ellington.

Ellington said only that 
Avery, was dismissed after ait 
investigation “regarding ret 
cent events in the Corrections 
Department.” He refused to 
answer questions concerning 
the details of the dismissal.

, Avery said he had no plans 
to write a book about’Ray, “at 
this time.” He added “Some

King Jr. M# wri^ ift hi* 
own handwriting hi* MW of 
the crime.”

Ray is serving a Myear 
term ip the Tenuenab state 
prison it Nashville. ■ '

The controversy over Ray ■ 
was not Avery's first. He also . 
had been criticized for using a , 
prison inmate as his chauf- ' 
feur,And tile InternationaFAs- 
sociation of Chiefs of Potico 
had issued a highly critical re­
port on tiie Commissioner’s of- 
flee and state prison opera­
tions. - - -

situation might arise that I 
would think it would be pro- 
pritiousfor n^ to write an ar­
ticle about penoldgy or inves­
tigative work.”

Robert W.HH1 of Chatta­
nooga, one of Ray’s attorneys, 
charged two weeb ago that 
Avery offered to ‘look after” 

the admitted killer ML . ihek^. Dr. Martin iSatiiterl
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speculate jbb.il 
take the 9" 
first lib'L 
London i UMr A#Mt

l»th of these approaches 
would, be “detrimental” to 
their client’s case.

PresumaWy. Ray’s after-

b# actions In the case-
The state’s mk.Mtaa. 

Criminal Court ®8r*W 
Blackwell, read the minutes

said various arrest.

■ case in courts for

was

walked to the si

F

and his trfo of at&fei 
behind were

id 
^at let-

!jf promises that "the 
“Ig.wno confessed killing Dr. 

fnlutherKingJr. imH 
fen trial yet " '
B.M#* said 

to the T

maaewerfo

for a new trial

». Highway

s sheriff gaM

* ■ brothers, i
W> were 

later in the 
||e neat trip I 

‘tote

here Ray pleaded 1.j»#i>-b«
(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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; yester* 
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be Mb 
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and areals could The attorne^TT^c^’^ v case in courts for a ^o&Effi^ 

' ' .effort'to.
— MGR

anew

nu- 
Judge

the court 
a^sprop- 
‘ ’ ently 

and

< tew trial
amo- 

this

^L^J- Ry®>, wffibase 
pa# oftheir appeal Of yester­
day s decision on their objec­
tion to admission intotteteSfl 
ny of minutes ofprevious
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MB i t'^»^ ^ ^
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Casper
Callahan -------------

Conrad ---------------

Tele. Room ---------
Holmes ---------------
Gandy -----------------

Felt 
Gale----
Rosen — 
Sullivan 
Tavel — 
Trotter .

RAY 5/19 AJ 
, NASHVILLE. TENN. (UPD—STATE CORRECTIONS COMMISSIONER HARRY

S. AVERY SAID MONDAY THAT HE HAD RECEIVED INFORMATION OF A PLOT TO 
KILL JAMES EARL RAY.

IN AN INTERVIEW WITH WSM-TV HERE, AVERY SAID THAT HE RECEIVED
A TELEPHONE CALL WHILE HE AND OTHER PRISON OFFICIALS WERE INTERVIEWING 
THE CONVICTED KILLER OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. HE ADDED THE 

^IDENTITY OF THE CALLER HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED AND THE CONSPIRACY HAS 
•fSOME FOUNDATION." .
11 HE SAID THE INCIDENT OCCURRED MARCH 12. THE DAY AFTER RAY PLEADED
I GUILTY AND RECEIVED A 99-YEAR SENTENCE, AND HAD A LOT ,TO DO WITH THE 

CECI SION TO KEEP RAY IN MAXIMUM SECURITY AT THE STATE PRISON.
। AVERY WOULD NOT DISCLOSE THE IDENTITY OF HIS INFORMER OR OTHER 
I DETAILS OF THE ALLEGED CONSPIRACY.

ONE OF RAY’S ATTORNEYS, ROBERT W. HILL JR., CHARGED MONDAY 
THAT AVERY WAS KEEPING RAY IN MAXIMUM SECURITY IN ORDER TO GET HIS 
STORY FOR A BOOK.

F1O52FEDT..
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Tele. Room 
Holmes  
Gandy 

053 A
. BAY 5/1A NX

NASHVILLE, TENN, (UPI)—JAWS EARL RAY MAS NORMAL INTELLIGENCE, 
DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE FE ARFtft^-WT^HTT'CNXNCES FOR PRISON AND CIVIL 
ADJUSTMENT AXE •GUARDED,* A STATE PRISON IMPORT SHOWED TUESDAY.

THE CONVICTED KILLER 0! M. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., WOULD NOT 
DISCUSS THE CRIME WITH A TEAM OF INTERVIEWERS, PSYCHOLOGISTS, 
MINISTERS AND OTHERS DURING.th: TWO MONTHS ME HAS BEEN LODGED IN 
THE MAXIMUM SECURITY VIN# OF THE TENNESSEE STATE PRISON.

NE SAID NE PREFERRED TO MAKE ANY STATEMENT HE HAD TO MAKE TO THE 
COURT. .

’THIS NAN VAS EXTREMELY GUARDED IN ANSWERING QUESTIONS,* THE 
REPORT SAID. HE DID NOT APPEAR TO BE APPREHENSIVE, BUT CERTAINLY 

. NOT COMMUNICATIVE, ALL HI ANSWERS VERE BRIEF AND HE DID NOT 
ELABORATE ON ANT OF NIS VERS.*

THE PSYCMOLOGIKCAL PO ON Of THE REPORT SAID THAT "TESTS INDICATE ' 
. BRIGHT, NORMAL INTELLI (BUT THE) PROGNOSIS FOR PRISON AND CIVIL 

ADJUSTKNT APPEARS GUARDED.* .
L AFTER THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS RELEASED THE REPORT, 
IT WAS ANNOUNCED THAT HE WILL REMAIN IN THE MAXIMUM SECURITY WING OF 
THE PRISON,

CORRECTIONS COMMISSIONER HARRY AVERY SAID THAT THE CLASSIFICATION
PROCESS VAS COMPLETED AND RAY COULD RECEIVE FAMILY VISITORS AND HAVE 
MAIL PRIVILEGES.

ROBERT V. HILL JR,, OF CHATTANOOGA. ONE OF RAY’S ATTORNEYS, SAID 
•I DON’T HAVE.ANY DOUfiT BUT THAT SOLITARY CONFINEMENT ON AN INDEFINITE 
BASIS WOULD BE CRUEL AND UNUSUAL TREATMENT.”

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER WELDON W. COX PERMITTED NEWSMEN TO SEE THE 
REPORT, BUTSAID THAT MUCH OF THE INFORMATION CONCERNING RAY’S 
BACKGROUND^# AS UNVERIFIED.

EM71MD
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

t -laniee - Earl '#1^^ 

the right of as 
pleaded guilt;

Meanwhile L^. Nashvilte, 
(stole ' ‘

pt
Dr. Mg# £
Atty, Gen. npMWWW

: The attorney generalciteda 
T en n e jie eSSpreovtCourt 
opinion holdfog 'that in “at-

tinue to.-

was

nfDr.

gle 
he has stope

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

M^r’fiH 
r’iil^ -SCIMITAR

PACK

to to.
al. .ftf^'Faquin

/## das^eatiMadtesRay 
never had "a great deaf^odo 
with religion;” ^-^MiMb 
for atfoBtab»<^ 
civs life‘‘lrpi^guart^.

Weldon KMi p#

appeal tot^HfeW^ 
the United States, s^nft 

Court, #p attorneygenCtal 
said. WW state acknowl­
edged informally that Ray can 
a# fer w^beas corpus tag** 
tag if his new trial motidfi is 
refused. The right tp ahabeas 
cor pus hearing M .guaranteed 
in the state's post-Convictian
Act. '•

case. He ui^ be i 
be a carpenter, piumhetor
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Sullivan --------------
Tavel-------------- -—
Trotter---------------
Tele. Room ---------
Holmes ---------------
Gandy -----------------

UPI-117
■ (RAY) O
| JN ASHVILLE--JAMESEARLRAX, CONVICTED KILLER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
HA< COMPLETED HTTWOTICATION PROCESS AT THE TENNESSEE STATE 
TENHTENTIARY BUT WILL REMAIN.IN MAXIMUM SECURITY, THE STATE .

’CORRECTIONS DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCED TODAY. \ 6
WELDON,W. COX. DEPUTY COMMISSIONER. SAID HE DID NOT KNOW WHEN \ 

RAY WILL BE MOVED FROM MIS SMALL, ISOLATED CELL WHERE HE HAS BEEN I 
’ HOUSED SINCE MARCH 11.
: 5/13—EG221 PED
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State Tells Court 
Ray WaivedRight

By ROY&HAMILTON ' •
. - ' ■ ' i ' M»M*eMHl«rSta«WMHr . ■ \

The state today contended that James Earl Ray waived 
Hs right to a new trial and appeal wMi he plerifed ktolty 
and accepted a 99-year prison term in the staring oLDr. 
Martin Luther King. Jr. . *

Uto state filed its answer opposing Ray’s motion for a 
itow trial before Criminal CoHrt Judge Arthur Faquin. Rob­
ert K. Dwyer, executive assistant attorney general, filed the 
state’s reply. _

■Judge Faqum willhearar- ^ jucjoe 
©intents on the i#w #iy <

W. Preston Bat-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

WMPHIS
PRESS-SCIMITAB

<A<»h

MKH?iHS9 IK^i

J Accompanying the state’s 
jetton was a copy of a peti- 
# forwaiver and accept­
ance of the guilty plea 
signed by Ray and his for­
mer attorney, Percy Fore-

. presided at the 
guilty plea proceedings, ask­
ing for a new trial shortly 
before Battle’s death.

Ray is expected to be re­
turned to Memphis fromtoe 
state penitentiary at Nash­
ville fortheM^^hewi^.

B
last sentence of the 

. reads; “I hereby 
up right I may or 
(iMdd' haye to a motion for . 

1 trial anchor an ap-
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