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(RAY) .
o NASHVILLE, TENN,-~-THE TENNESSEE SUPREME COURT HAS DEALT WHAT 3
C)‘COULD BE A FATAL BLOW TO THE LEGAL GROUNDS ON WHICH J “

WAS REPORTED TC BE BASING HIS BID FOR A NEW TRIAL,

HE HIGH TRIBUNAL RULED YESTERDAY A CONVICTED CRIMINAL CANNOT
INVALIDATE A PRISON SENTENCE BY ALLEGING HE PLEADED GUILTY ON ' e
THE ADVICE OF HIS LAWYER., A TOP LEGAL SOURCE SAID THE RULING ‘
COULD "FIT THE JAMES EARL RAY CASE LIKE A GLOVE," \

BUT THE ADMITTED SLAYER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING APPARENTLY
IS PLANNING TC ATTACX HIS 99-YEAR SENTENCE NONETHLESS. A MEMPHIS
sgg%gg%XYIDENTIFIED AS RICHARD J, RYAN TRIED TO VISIT RAY

BUT WAS TURNED AWAY BY TENNESSEE STATE PRISON AUTHORITIES
WRO SAID &

E HAD NOT BEEN OFFICIALLY RETAINED BY RAY.
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UPI-135 :
' (RAY)

& NASHVILLE, TENN,s-IN A RULING WHICH A HIGH LEGAL SOURCE SAID COULD
A*FIT THE JA AY CASE LIKE A GLOVE TENNESSEE SUPREME '
-JCOURT HEL ONVICTED CRIMINAt CANNOT INVALIDATE A PRISON
SENTENCE BY CLAIMING HKE PLEADED GUILTY ON FAULTY ADVICE OF HIS LAWYER.
RAY WAS SENTENCED TO 95 YEARS IN THE TENNESSEE STATE PRISON THIS
MONTH AFTER PLEADING GUILTY IN MEMPHIS TO THE MURDER OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING JR, SINCE THEN HE HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS WANTING A
NEW TRIAL ON GROUNDS HIS LAWYER, PERCY FOREMAN OF HOUSTON,
"PRESSURED"™ HIM INTO PLEADING GﬁILT e
THE TENNESSEE SUPREME COURT RULED ON AN APPEAL BY ROBERT E.
RICHMOND, CONVICTED OF BURGLARY IN FRANKLIN COUNTY, RICHMOND
CLAIMED THAT HE SHOULD GET A NEW TRIAL BECAUSE HIS LAWYER, IN GET ING
HIM TO PLEAD GUILTY, HAD GIVEN HIM "IMPROPER ADVICE,"
"IN CASES IN YHIEH THIS EXERCISE OF JUDGMENT BY COUNSEL (THAT OF
. URGING A DEFENDANT TO PLEAD GUILTY) HAS BEEN ATTACKED, IT HAS BEEN ’
" UNIFORMLY HELD THAT THIS IS NOT A GROUND FOR INVALIDATING THE

. JUDGMENT, ® THE TENNESSEE COURT RULED IN REJECTING RICHMOND'S APPEAL.
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" (RAY) | ,
. NASHVILLE, TENN,--ATTORNEY J, B, STONER VISITED JAMES EARL
RAY IN HIS PRISON CELL TODAY AND LATER SAID RAY DID NOT KILL DR.
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. BUT HAAD BEEN *"PRESSURED INTO PLEADING GUILTY."
" STONER, ONCE THE VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE OF THE NATIONAL
STATES RIGHTS PARTY AND A FORMER ORGANIZER FOR THE KU KLUX KLAN,
MET WITH RAY FOR MORE THAN TWO HOURS IN THE MAXIMUM SECURITY
SECTION OF THE TENNESSEE STATE PRISON,

HE SAID HE WAS NOT REPRESENTING RAY IN CRIMINAL MATTERS BUT WAS /
HANDLING SEVERAL LIBEL SUITS THAT RAY INTENDS TO FILE AGAINST
SEVERAL NATIONAL MAGAZINES WHICH MADE ®FALSE AND DEFAMATORY"™

ARGES AGAINST HIM, . ,
"HE (RAY) IS NOT GUILTY," STONER SAID, "HE TOLD ME HE WAS
Hggggnzn INTO PLEADING GUILTY STONER WOULD NOT ELABORATE ON THE

RAY ESCAPED ANY POSSIBILITY OF DYING IN THE ELECTRIC CHAIR
WHEN HE SWAPPED A GUILTY PLEA TWO WEEKS AGO FOR A 95-YEAR SENTENCE
IN THE APRIL &4, 1568 SNIPER SLAYING OF KING AT MEMPHIS.

RAY HAS WRIYTEN THE TRIAL JUDGE, PRESTON ATTLE, ASKING FOR A POST-
|CONVICTION HEARING--TO WHICK ME IS ENTITLED UNDER’ TENNESSEE LAW--
?g?Agnrznns TO ASK FOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO CHANGE HIS PLEA AND A NEW
1 [ ]
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