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FOR URE IN NORTH AMERICA ONLY
| NEW YORK (UPI)—MRS. CORETT A SCOTT KING SAID WEDNESDAY A LOOK 

MAGAZINE REPORT THAT MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. MAD PLANNED TO CANCEL
I THE POOR PEOPLE’S MARCN VAS IM ERROR.M!lB Ralph akrnathy, who took over the 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLS) 
_ ATM. AS SAYING THAT HAD KING LIVED THERE NEVER WOULD HAVE BEEN A W„ KOFLERS MARCN ON WASHINGTON.

IT ALSO QUOTED ANDREW YOUNG, AN SCLC EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, 
AS SAYING THAT ON THE DAY hNG WAS SLAIN IN MEMPHIS HE HAD TOLD A 
STAFF KEYING NE FELT NE •NIGHT DO WELL TO WITHDRAW FROM THE

TRE NAGAZ 
PRESIDENCY 0 
AFTER KING’S

MOVE KN T AND LET THE MILITANTS TAKE OVER 
THE MAGAZINE SAID MM. KING MID SCLC BEEN DEEPLY DESPONDENT "SHORTLY BEFORE MI
MS. KING. IN A ITmiWflttftB VEDM 

PLANIftD TO CALL OFF TIE MARCH MID BRMIDE

SAID KING HAD

AND UNTR
•MY N

D KING HAD EVER 
AS "INACCURATE

MEMORY OT MY 
DAYS NOT BE :

JNICATED TO IC A DECISION TO ABANDON 
ft CONTRARY^.MY HUSBAND SPENT DAY 

EDINS RIS DEATH ORGANIZING THE CAMPAIGN 
D ELSEWHERE •

DRICAL ACCURACY AND FAIRNESS TO THE 
POSE AND RIS ACTIONS IN HIS LAST

AT NO TK Ct 
she said. •o*

CID
or n 
MIS

I ANOTHER KIND AIDE, TRE REV. JESSE JACKSON. SUPPORTED THE LOOK 
I MAGAZINE STORY IN AN INTERVIEW WITH A CHICAGO TELEVISION STATION 
| THIS WEEK IN WHICH HE WAS COMPARING TRE DEATH OF KING AND THE 
I DEATH OF CHRIST.

JACKSON SAID AT TRE LAST STAFF ICE TING BEFORE HIS DE AHU KING 
WAS VERY DEPREhED AND THOUGHT OF CALLING OFF THE MARCH. THE MINISTER 
SAID XjNG*S ATTITUDE PARALLELED CHRIST’S AT THE TIME OF HIS CRUCIFISION 
WHEN RE_SAID "LET THIS CUP PASS FROM ME." 

(FOR USE IN NORTH AMERICA ONLY)
ANOTHER KING AIDE, THE REV. JESSE JACKSON, SUPPORTED THE LOOK 

MAGAZINE STORY IN AN INTERVIEW WITH A CHICAGO TELEVISION STATION
THIS WEEK IN WHICH HE WAS COMP 
DEATH OF CHRIST.

TT1O43PES '
G EATHOF KING AND THE

70 M>R 181988
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W Asst. Atty. Gen, Rob­
ert K. Dwyer said that in Ms 
opinion the FBI would be enti- 
W' W the rewards if anyone 
were; Birt the FBI has a strict 
ruje aginst accepting rewards.

Frank C. Holloman, director 
of theMemphis fire and police 
departments, said the Mem- 
pRs police have^the same rule.

nvledge, be- 
newsfttpers

June8, 
in Criminal 

ch 1# and was 
, years in the 
•ftom his cell ft 

has written that 
thhngehftplea 

ftd ft have hired a 
I, his third.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

----- PACE / ^

— COWfgJKIAL APPEAL

The CommercialAppeal of­
fered a $25,000 reward in the 
1Ti» Scripps-Howard or- 

ni including the Mem- 
s-Scimitar, offered 

5.006.
W Council on April 5, 
afterDr. King’s assas- 

adopted a resulotion 
pledg&g to underwrite a total 
retard of $100,000 including 
that of the newspapers. Bat 
the city attorney notified the 

the next day that it ft 
ter-law to pay a re- 

$5,900

hrah*

Mi, Ga., March 25. 
— National States 

attorney J. B. 
Tuesday he would 

James Earl Rev 
on seeking a nor 

isiutou ww 
lather King Jr. 

his only interest 
Ray in 

'national 
'said write 
suits against
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Ray Wants"-!

To Void

killer of Dr. Martin Luther

Ray's intention-to seek a new 
hearing was stated in a let­
ter hft Wl^^1^^^ 

Preston Battle, who on Man* 
10 accepted the guilty plea and 
imposed a 99-year sentence.

“He said h£s going to file a 
post-conviction petition and get 
a lawyer,” Judge Battle said 
Wednesday in disclosing receipt 
of the letter. “If he does, then 
we’ll have an evideidiary hear­
ing.” ' - S

Such a hearing would give 
Ray a chance to show mat W 
legal rights were impaired to 
the extent that a new start in 
the case is warranted. :

Expressing no surprise at 
Ray’s move, Judge Battle com­
mented: “Everybody does it. 
Petittdiis from prisoners have 
flooded the courts in recent years 
in the wake of Supreme Court 
decisions more sharply de- 

the pretrial rights of 
persons.

Ibm**

Mr.
Mr.

Tavei
4ir. Sulli- ■

Tele, Room 
Miss Holl; z. 
Miss Gandy

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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'but that’S his responsibility, hot

v . .^premanOpinion /, 
J Foreman reiterated his.per- 
^'cBSoiiW contrary 
4e the vi e w a # w7i?bfl 
^uspecta conspiracy, Ray a<^d 

**Jtti»: s^pj^-.i^i, 
and he alone decicfed. to' Kll 
Martin Luther Kir^so, that he 
could claim the glory,” Fore­
man declared. .

“IthinkJames EarlRaywas 
a racist. He thought he would 
be n hero. He completely mis­
conceived the thinking of the 
white race.” » I

Only a day after his guilty 
plea Ray told officers taking 
him from Memphis to the Nash­
ville penitentiary: i

“I was convinced if I didn’t 
। jM guilty I was ”
; electric chair. I wit 

hadn’t new because 
they had cm me I 

I worst I’d gotten 
1 been life?*

Under a JtotSt 
Ray, now 41f^ wlit , 

- parole us# he has served 30 
i years./With a -life sentence he 
mi be eligible in 13yeafS

J, Mh#M .
i Meanwhife Gov. Buford I? 
Bn of Tennessee, 

theory that Bay 
^ a conspiracy, said he .
how “aim man alone -could do 
I# the tfil Ie did." ’ 
I Ellington ^ the
Evidence * *

। Wiring pa 
। fionfrom 
test there

- Meanwh 
>. stated 
Were left 
Bwhl proc 
Biair has

his book, 
#o«^sr 
Murdered . .

^heManWHo 
Bother King 

- Rasfam

Blpir h 
-questions 
press and $ 
the appoin' 

' Federal in 
tee, simil 
Commission 
Ray case, 
this commis

^.additional 
b# *®t $ 

called for 
a blue-ribbon 
ng commit- 

^the Warren 
vestigate the 
he questions 

SPouid answer,
. he stated i
• Why did 
elect to escs

1 Jefferson C 
days before' -Ig 
for a hearin

Earl Ray 
prison at 

gorily four

souri Supreme
might have resulted m a mo- 
Wdflfeg 

( Warden Swenson says Wpea 
.Ray escape in a bread l»j 
Wh»t action has been taken! What action has
against him? , . ,.■, • If Ray earned substantial'
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•trial that followed ha ' attorneys
|.#» ^ote^oeoi. drtune to a s«d- ., denceof a conspiracy , <G 
# But the neat wrap-w? < the of the crime a

“A

tadeed,the guilty plea and

public speculation about the 
W run w ftjr some time to

evident ectfoh oi a large Mil®

. Biit a wimp ^ by a property .̂

the 
full

'■i»i

malignant suspicion 
through this society. , y

Perhaps the most effective antidote 
would be the naming of a ......

Wtcom of the Ray have already come from a mailwr:^ 
fr efl«#nly prevented a full Negro leaders, including Dr., Kit^B'Negro leaders, including Dr. KlhglS 

» of M kilier’s motives. In widow.

, by means of am authorized 
of the killing published in a 
magazine, in which the assassin 

|NM* to haw been Hired to gun down 
' ‘ . rights leader. And f. ’ 

•e fuel to the conspiracy^ 
)tts brief trial, when he 
# to accept thestatementsofthe - 

tag anddefense attorneys that 
Was involved.

Mi susptetons Will hot be laid to

'M^ afe iuAv eajby
The Washington Post 

Times Herald
The Washington Daily News_______ J

I^aiitir^t<r^pri^det^^t answe^ I ^e ®ven'n* Star (Washington) /+ ~_O 
I convert' the Ray Mal into a WMp ^, I The Sunday Star (Washington)--------

fortunate legal shortcut.

66^15 1968

Daily News (New York) _ 
Sunday News (New York) 
New York Post 
The New York Times 
The Sun (Baltimore) 
The Daily World 
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal _ 
The National Observer 
People's World 
Examiner (Washington)

n ( MAR 1 1 1969Date___________________
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convict

National
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w dait, a Hay 
Ui a tnas aBeaad to be

jeaibKs ft tb 
th afeo were Apical ^ tee

ba be released, he 
ve the 
on a

ii

far eocap-

To Have Ceil No. 4
Ray will serve bls time ia the 

Tennessee State Prison at Nash­
ville, where he will be lodged fa 
cell No. 4, a 6-by-9-foot room

doing away with capital punish­
ment altogether.”

Mrs. King said she also weald 
have opposed a death 

“thedeath
manwho 
crime

■Hwrwx#

aww Conference, ateRev. 
Ralph David Abernathy, 
Atlanta they did not bewreW 
slaying Was a one-taan critoe. '
“Thia otea offtito cannot Ite 

mAiWW w.hUVQ w 'r*
thesearchfer the manyfingers 
which 
Mrs 
his

» & W Ope*

0i tat “if therewaa a 
kaa member ef w»h

'"M:«W.^ft ' 
M downtopteaawit 

beaHMthoreisiwstat-. 
BUfiM ft capital 

atato.” 
jaWaebtegton said

believe tta awftffiy dft« 
Negro peoplenxpectCd a

Battle said there was little 
’ ^ seeking Um 

•Ray because 
state and the 
jedftecfton of
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I HANES ALSO MENTIONED STATEMENTS BY TWO WITNESSES '
WHO REPORTED SEEING A MAN RUN OUT OF SOME BUSHES JUST AFTER THE ■ 
FATAL SHOT WAS FIRED. . ’ ,

HUIE, HOWEVER, CITED REASONS HE BELIEVES RAY WAS THE KILLER. .
HUIE SAID RAY AND HIS BROTHERS WERE CONVINCED THAT GEORGE

C. WALLACE WOULD BE ELECTED PRESIDENT LAST NOVEMBER AND THAT WALLACE . 
WOULD PROMPTLY PARDON THE MURDERER OF KING. THEY TOCK SOME 
COMFORT IN THE REPUBLICAN VICTORY AT THE POLLS, HOWEVER, AND ONE OF 
THE REASONS RAY FORCED POSTPONEMENT OF HIS TRIAL BY CHANGING LAWYERS 
WAS BECAUSE HE FELT HE’D HAVE A BETTER CHANCE AFTER NIXON CAME 

.TO POWER, HUIE WROTE.
"RAY’S DECISION TO PLEAD GUILTY AND ECCEPT THE 95-YEAR SENTENCE 

WAS NOT EASILY REACHED," HUIE SAID. "HE FEARED THAT A GUILTY PLEA 
MIGHT CAUSE HIM TO LOSE STATUS ’AMONG THE PRISON POPULATION’ . . . 
ONLY SECONDLY IS HE INTERESTED ABOUT STATUS AMONG PEOPLE WHO 
DON’T INHABIT PRISONS. AND HE HUNGERED FOR THE DRAMA OF A TRIAL." 

RAY FINALLY DECIDED THAT "DESPITE HIS GUILTY PLEA, HE WILL 
NOW BE AN IMPORTANT PERSON IN PRISON," HUIE SAID, ADDING THAT RAY 
DELIBERATELY LEFT CLUES WITH HIS FINGERPRINTS ON THEM BEHIND IN 
MEMPHIS--"HIS CALLING CARD, TELLING THE FBI THAT JAMES EARL RAY *
WAS HERE." THE CLUES INCLUDED THE RIFLE, BINOCULARS AND A BLUE ZIPPER ' 
BAG CONTAINING HIS TRANSISTOR RADIO. ' .

"THAT WAS HIS GLORY," WROTE HUIE. "HE WANTED THE
FBI AND ALL OF US TO KNOW THAT JAMES EARL RAY, THAT POOR, 
CONTEMPTIBLE LITTLE MAN WITH A PRICE OF $50 ON HIS HEAD, HAD 
KILLED ONE OF THE GREAT AMERICANS OF THIS CENTURY."

HUKE SAID FURTHER RESEARCH ON RAY HAD CHANGED HIS OPINION 
THAT RAY WAS TOO I

. HUIE SAID FURTHER RESEARCH ON RAY HAD CHANGED HIS OPINION 
THAT RAY WAS TOO INEPT TO ENGINEER THE ASSASSINATION HIMSELF, WAS 
NOT A GOOD ENOUGH MARKSMAN TO KILL AT 205 FEET, AND COULD NOT HAVE J 
GOTTEN ENOUGH MONEY TO FINANCE THE PROJECT. HE ACTUALLY WAS 
CLEVER, THE RIFLE WAS EASY ENOUGH FOR A 12-YEAR-OLD TO USE, AND THERE 
ARE A NUMBER OF UNSOLVED ROBBERIES THAT RAY COULD HAVE EXECUTED TO 
GET MONEY.

"I BELIEVE THAT ONE OR TWO MEN OTHER THAN JAMES EARL RAY MAY 
HAVE HAD FOREKNOWLEDGE OF THIS MURDER AND THAT MAKES LITTLE 
CONSPIRACY," HUE WROTE. "BUT IF THERE WAS A CONSPIRACY, I NOW BELIEVE 
THAT JAMES EARL RAY WAS PROBABLY THE LEADER NOT ITS TOOL r
OR ITS DUPE ... AND THE RECORD INDICATES TO ME THAT HE IS A ’NIGGER. 
HATER’ . "

ABOVE ADV FOR 6:00 P.M. EST MON MARCH 31
PH1053PES
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NASHVILLE, TENN.--THE TENNESSEE SUPREME COURT HAS DEALT WHAT 
COULD BE A FATAL BLOW TO THE LEGAL GROUNDS ON WHICH JAMES EARL 

mY VAS REPORTED TO BE BASING HIS BID FOR A NEW TRIAL.
^THE HIGH TRIBUNAL RULED YESTERDAY A CONVICTED CRIMINAL CANNOT 

INVALIDATE A PRISON SENTENCE BY ALLEGING HE PLEADED GUILTY ON k 
THE ADVICE OF HIS LAWYER. A TOP LEGAL SOURCE SAID THE RULING \ 
COULD "FIT THE JAMES EARL RAY CASE LIKE A GLOVE.” \

BUT THE ADMITTED SLAYER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING APPARENTLY
.IS PLANNING TO ATTACK HIS 99-YEAR SENTENCE NONETHLESS. A MEMPHIS 

ATTORNEY IDENTIFIED AS RICHARD J. RYAN TRIED TO VISIT RAY
YESTERDAY, BUT WAS TURNED AWAY BY TENNESSEE STATE PRISON AUTHORITIES 

IWHO SAID HE HAD NOT BEEN OFFICIALLY RETAINED BY RAY.
3/27--SW1014AES

^JPRg-fj^
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UPI-13 5 
(RAY)

*| NASHVILLE, TENN^-IN A RULING WHICH A HIGH LEGAL SOURCE SAID COULD 
I-FIT THE JAMES EARlPRAY CASE LIKE A GLOVE." THE TENNESSEE SUPREME 1 
(COURT HELD TWAHRA'l A CONVICTED CRIMINAL CANNOT INVALIDATE A PRISON 
ISENTENCE BY CLAIMING HE PLEADED GUILTY ON FAULTY ADVICE OF HIS LAWYER.

RAY WAS SENTENCED TO 9$ YEARS IN THE TENNESSEE STATE PRISON THIS 
MONTH AFTER PLEADING GUILTY IN MEMPHIS TO THE MURDER OF DR. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING JR. SINCE THEN HE HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS WANTING A 

(NEW TRIAL ON GROUNDS HIS LAWYER, PERCY FOREMAN OF HOUSTON, 
"PRESSURED" HIM INTO PLEADING GUILTY. .

I THE TENNESSEE SUPREME COURT RULED ON AN APPEAL BY ROBERT E. 
'RICHMOND. CONVICTED OF BURGLARY IN FRANKLIN COUNTY. RICHMOND ] ( 
CLAIMED THAT HE SHOULD GET A NEW TRIAL BECAUSE HIS LAWYER, IN GETTING 
HIM TO PLEAD GUILTY, HAD GIVEN HIM "IMPROPER ADVICE." 

. "IN CASES IN WHICH THIS EXERCISE OF JUDGMENT BY COUNSEL (THAT OF 
, URGING A DEFENDANT TO PLEAD GUILTY) HAS BEEN ATTACKED, IT HAS BEEN 
. UNIFORMLY HELD THAT THIS IS NOT A GROUND FOR INVALIDATING THE 
. JUDGMENT," THE TENNESSEE COURT RULED IN REJECTING RICHMOND’S APPEAL. 
. 3/26— EG3 50PES '
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About Tr'ud
SAVANNAH, Ga, March 21 

(AP) — She offfeeof J. B. 
Sterner eaid today that Stoner, 
an attorney with pastoonnep- 
tions With the KuiSfaxKhm, 
andthtNatioaal&tates Rights 
Party, will reprMentJamea 
Earl Ray in his fight"fbr >i>ew, 
triM.ih fhhstajW <«W 
tlnEother King Jr. <•

A; itpoitesiijMi, EdWard 8. 
NMt^ Stofier isei^e 
byaWoijiobile to Nashville 
where he plans th esM Oh 
Ra? Saturday morning. '

RSy was tatptiwned in 
Nashville after pleading guilty 
in Memphis to Ring's slaying 
and receiving a 99-year sent­
ence. peMs, Mid' Stoner; was 
hliisd - • * - gy chanRe his

had

in,

after 1

WlWd’<3^ tKa&Wis- 
tian Knights

He ««*- «MM > Kian 
paper is l«aWlfe, i^4 aMl 
(Aa^.^tattaeis Mr 
eMed ^he Gospel of Jesiw 
??,^w ■ *
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New York Post--- —-------------------- 
The New York Times---------- -------
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.^*

into pressuttaglfan Mo a ffaawtenotiteefaf 
there was no appaneni reason for it,” fatsaftL - 4l

; NASgVILLE,Wt, lta*!a .«M - James 
Earf Bay; seeking anewtrialm1tea^ - 
of Dr. tearim Later King Jr., was expected to 
meet widi at feast one attorney today in his cell 
ait tejffennessee StatePrison.

S-.'l'K Stoner of Savannah, Ge., who has fre- 
ttft^ represented members of te Ku Ktux

rifte-staying of Dr. King fast April 4. m received 
a 99-year sentence agreed upon by Ite prosecu­
tion and defense. * ' * .'-s

Ban, said last night he plans toseeBay about Mr. Hans, who, was reptocedin teRayease- 
te possibility of Bling a libel suit against a mag- by Houston fatanaey Percy Foreman, said he re-
.Azine. ceived a “very race’ letter tram Bay «i

Aplhur J. Hanes, former mayor of Binning-. claimed no knowledge of Mr. Stoner’s positiM} fa 
■haon, Ata., and Ray’s original lawyer fa te King tecase. . ' ■!
f case, said he had received a fetter from Bay and 

also might meet withhim today.

the case.
“I’m not fatendfag to be Ms (Bay’s) attorhey of.

. record or partkipalte in spy more legal acttoM 
- “Fin net represefafog Mr. Ray in any. criminal but I may go up tere and see What he #j^”’ 
case,” Mr. Stoner said. Mr. Hanes said fa Birmfaghano. '

Wan asted if te would represent Bay in a ONCE INDICTED

>-? Uisa't
■’“IWs one

,” he said. 
Stet suit.

‘RAYAVK7IHI’
- “f ttfak Mfr Ray is a victimof a eonspracy, 
^certi&^certain magazines are part of a consprr- 
tey/tO^hima^ of a far trial.

Mr. Stoner ran for vice president in 1964 on Itm 
NMomI J9Msb Bighiis Party He once was indict. 
ed by a FederM grand jmy in BirnM^h^md - 
accused if faying to obstruct iritegratfon oIBirC 
mfagham schoiois.

Asst State Atty. Gen. Thomas Fox said Ray 
could seek a newlrwl even tetepleaded gu^; 
and’signed a written ’waiver of appeal. “Mite 
would have to do fejayhefedunjisgteaitai 
andis seekfag rtief,’'said Mr/Fox. :

Mr. Fox mid tere were teee legal avenues

after 30 days had (taped be could Me a t 
similar to a petition far a writ of habeas

top CLiPti^® 
DATED!'"
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Tavel___________
Trotter __________
Tele. Room 
Holmes __________
Gandy -----------------

UPI-62
' . (RAY)

NASHVILLE. TENN*--ATTORNEY J. B. STONER VISITED JAMES EARL 
RAY IN HIS PRISON CELL TODAY AND.LATER SAID RAY DID NOT KILL DR. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. BUT HAAD BEEN -PRESSURED INTO PLEADING GUILTY." 

. STONER. ONCE THE VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE OF THE NATIONAL 
(STATES RIGHTS PARTY AND A FORMER ORGANIZER FOR THE KU KLUX KLAN, 

IET WITH RAY FOR MORE THAN TWO HOURS IN THE MAXIMUM SECURITY 
/SECTION OF THE TENNESSEE STATE PRISON.

HE SAID HE WAS NOT REPRESENTING RAY IN CRIMINAL MATTERS BUT WAS 
^HANDLING SEVERAL LIBEL SUITS THAT RAY INTENDS TO FILE AGAINST

SEVERAL NATIONAL MAGAZINES WHICH MADE -FALSE AND DEFAMATORY" ,
(CHARGES AGAINST HIM. '
T -HE (RAY) IS NOT GUILTY.- STONER SAID. -HE TOLD ME HE WAS Pressured into pleading guilty stoner would not elaborate on the 

CHARGE.
RAY ESCAPED ANY POSSIBILITY OF DYING IN THE ELECTRIC CHAIR 

WHEN HE SWAPPED A GUILTY PLEA TWO WEEKS AGO FOR A 99-YEAR SENTENCE 
IN THE APRIL 4. 1968 SNIPER SLAYING OF KING AT MEMPHIS.

. RAY HAS WRITTEN THE TRIAL JUDGE. PRESTON ATTLE, ASKING FOR A POST- 
ICONVICTION HEARING—TO WHICH HE IS ENTITLED UNDER TENNESSEE LAW — 

AND INTENDS TO ASK FOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO CHANGE HIS PLEA AND A NEW 
'TRIAL,

• 3/22— JD312PES

?O MAR 28W
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