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: The public is totally baffled. It seeias 
tha| afterahnost^BO activityfof nine xton&s, 
the^e was suddenly a tremendous effort 
mane to end this sordid tale quickly . Judge 
PTOston Battle’s statements about the slur
on Memphis’ good name would lead you to 
ftift that maybe some of the urgM^effie 
fro# the city fathers. Maybe there ^ “ " * 
ffls between the state and federal

W tot been W, partially beeraif 
muzzling of everyone connected 
trial by the most stringent pre­
in American history. Sure, the rights 
accused have to be protected, and, 
case is not closed, the investigates* a?pd 
secrecy to proceed. But even If 
whM Bay, tiwnigh writer Hqie,
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Paul W. v alentine

MEMPHIS, Tenn., March 11 j 
—Court officials in Memphis 
said today the controversial 

z^ispesition of the James Earl 
fray case was cfeafecnn~acT-'' 

" VUTTce with the Southern Chris­
tian Leadership Conference;
and with Coretta King, widow, 
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther I

Under the agreement that|

Mrs. King and SCLC officials! 
Toportcd'ly approved, Ray was* 
given a 99-year prison sen­
tence—without a trial—after 
pleading guilty to the assas­
sination of Dr. King last April

justice Department officials 
in Washington were notified 
of ’be plan in advance and 
raised no objections, it was

s’p ce d

the

ithout a preMnged. 
n of evidence in 
stirred widespread

controversy.
Some Negro leaders charged 

that the arrangement was a 
“cover up” to prevent dis­
closure of a conspiracy behind 
the assassination. Mrs. King 
herself and some SCLC offi­
cials, fl so contended th:L2^'- 
was part’of a conspiracy.

There, was also criticism of 
the arrangement from such 
papers as The New York 
Times, which said the decision 
not to air the full case in pub­
lic was “a shocking breach of 
faith with the American 
people.”

Officials involved in the 
case here, however, said the 
decision to dispense with the 
trial in exchange for Ray’s 
guilty plea was based on a 
variety of considerations, in­
cluding the consent of Mrs. 
King and SCLC leaders. They 

lfa^—as •Justice Department, 
officials In Washington have 
said—that there was no evi-, 
dence of a conspiracy that' 
could have been presented.'

The agreement, in the judg-l 
of the court officials, 

met “the Nation’s requirement 
lorjusme.” ’ -■

me nt

The approach to Mrs. King I 
was made’ by the Tennessee, 
prosecutor, Phil Canale,j 
through her lawyer. Canale, 
also consulted, it was reported j 
here, directly with officials ofi 
SCLC, the civil rights organi­
zation Dr. King led at the time 
of his murder.

“He (Canale) wanted to get 
their general feeling about the 
agreement,” a highly placed 
official said. “Mind you, what 
they said was not controlling. 
We often consult with the 
family and relatives about the 
sentence arrangement, even in 
routine cases.”

He said Mrs. King and 
SCLC “generally agreed” with 
the decision to avoid a trial 
although “some of the SCLC 
officials said they wanted to [ 
reserve their right to claim | 
there was a conspiracy behind! 
Ray.”

After Ray's sentencing 
Monday, Mrs. King made 
specific ■ criticism of the 
Tangcment. She said, “For

on 
no 
ar- 
the

moment we have been spared 
a trial which would compel us 
to relive the fearfully tragic 
events of his death. But we 
realize this is but a respite.”

She went ■ on to urge that 
both Tennessee and Federal 
authorities continue their in­
vestigation “until all who are 
responsible for this crime are) 
apprehended.” I

Dr. King’s successor as head i 
of SCLC, the Rev. Ralph! 
David Abernathy, issued a 
similar statement.

Ray’s formal plea of guilty 
to murder in the first degree 
got him a 99-year sentence, 
which bars him from parole 
eligibility until the year 2018, 
when he would be 90 years 
old.

If he had been given a 
I straight life sentence, he
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would have been eligible for.^ 
parole in 12’A years.

It is known that during de­
licate negotiations with court 
and prosecution officials,. 
Ray's attorney. Percy Fore­
man. asked Judge W. Preston 
Battle whether he would im­
pose the lighter sentence.

Judge Battle reportedly re­
fused that proposal and said 
he would impose no less a sen­
tence titan 99 years because 
“the crime was too great.” 

Prosecutor Canale, accord­
ing to court sources, also felt 
that the 99-ycar requirement 
was non-negotiable.

Foreman was in a weak bar­
gaining position, it was said, 
because he knew the case 
against Ray was “airtight” and ' 
Ray “might have gotten the 
chair” if he had gone to trial 
before a jury.

Dr. King was shot with a 
rifle on the evening of April 4 
as he stood on a balcony of 
the motel at which he was 
slaying in downtown Mem­
phis.

A rifle found outside a 
■rooming house across the, 
street from the motel balcony 
led to Ray’s eventual arrest in 
London on June 8, 1968.

At the time of his arrest— • 
and subsequently—there were : 
widespread rumors that Ray 
had been the instrument of a 
conspiracy to assassinate' Dr. 
King. These rumors were en­
couraged by Ray himself in 
interviews with the writer, 
William Bradford Huie, who . 
paid Ray more than $30,000 
for exclusive rights to his 
story. And at the time of his. . 
sentencing on Monday, Ray 
said in court he could “not ac­
cept” the official theory that 
there was no conspiracy.
| However, Justice Depart­
ement officials and the FBI, as 
well as the Tennessee prose­
cutors, insist that there is no 
evidence that Ray had any 
accomplices.

Prosecutor Canale said that 
if any evidence of a conspira­
cy comes to light “the con­
spirators will be promptly and 
vigorously prosecuted.” ; ^
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.- A privat committee formed here to ‘'investigate 
assassinations,” and headed by Bernard Fenster- 
waid Jr., former counsel to the SenateTudiciary 
sub-committee on Administrative Practices, said 
that a man photographed Li Dallas an hour after 
President John F. Kennedy’s murder may be the p

• real killer of Dr. Martin Luther King. He said the 
photo matched the artist's sketch of the man who 

(killed Dr. King. The FBI had no comment. (
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CAMALE 3/17 NX
I Y JAPES M. EVANS '

MEMPHIS. TENN. (UPD— A SMALL FRESH SCAR ON A BATTERED WOODEN 
FTEOr SILL PROVED TO INVESTIGATORS THE SHOT THAT KILLED DE. '
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. WAS FIRED FROM THE BATHROOM OF A ’
DOLLAR-A-DAY ROOMING HOUSE.

SHELBY COUNTY DISTRICT ATTY. GEN. PHIL K. CANALE, APPEARING ON A ’ 
TELEVISED NEWS CONFERENCE (WHBQ) SUNDAY, SAID TO HIM TRIS YAS THE 
KOST SURPRISING DISCOVERY IN THE CASE AGAINST JAKES EARL RAY.

IN AN INTERVIEW ON CDS-TV NEWS SUNDAY NIGHT, RAY’S
ATTORNEY, PERCY FOREMAN, SAID HE THOUGHT RAY ACTED ALONE IN 
wtlljvq HNG

”I’'aK CONVINCED THAT JAPES EARL RAY MADE THE DECISION AP'D WAS 
THE MOVING FACTOR AND THAT NO OTHER PERSONS, ORGANIZATION OR 
CROUP...WAS CONCERNED IN THE KILLING OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR.,” RAY SAID.
I IN TIE PEN PHIS NEWS CONFERENCE CANALE SAID SC PE ONE FIGURED
K ”3 0.06 DEER RIFLE WOULD HAVE A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF RECOIL." 1

"THEY CHECKED THE WINDOW SILL AND FOUND A TINY INDENTATION,” '
CANALE SAID. '

"WE TOCK THE WINDOW SILL OUT AND SENT IT TO THE F3I IN WASHINGTON/" 
IE SAID. ’’THEY MADE PICTURES OF IT, BLEW THEN UP AND TIE MARKINGS 
VERE IDENTICAL TO THE MACHINE WORK ON THE RIFLE THAT WAS ABANDONED ■ 
NEAR THE FRONT OF THE ROOMING HOUSE."

THE RIFLE AND A ZIPPER BAG CONTAINING A NAN’S PERSONAL
BELONGINGS PLUS A PAIR OF BINOCULARS AND A TRANSISTOR RADIC WERE 
FOUND WRAPPED IN A GREEN CLOTH LYING ON THE SOUTH MAIN STREET 
SIDEWALK, APPARENTLY DUMPED THERE DY THE KILLER.

1
 CANALE SAID THE SLUG THAT SHATTERED KING’S SPINAL COLUMN WAS 
TOC DAMAGED FOR DEFINITE BALLISTICS TESTS, BUT HE SAID A PIECE OF 
COPPER AND LEAD FROM THE BULLET ABOUT THE SIZE OF TEE END OF A 
.MAN’S LITTLE FINGER WERE FOUND INTACT.

I WORKING VIE THESE AND THE EMPTY HULL FOUND IN THE RIFLE, THE F 
4 ESTABLISHED THE BULLET WAS ONE THAT COULD HAVE BEEN FIRED BY
I THAT WEAPON. THE RIFLE WAS BOUGHT BY RAY, USING TEE NAME HARVEY
1 LOWMEYER. IN BRIMINGHAM. ALA.

flWfi? o 1968
< /, 4 4-3 8444d-z.
[44^ SOT RECORDED

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 176 ^® ®* 1969
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THE BINOCULARS, CANALE SAID, WERE BOUGHT IN MEMPHIS.
HE SAID THE TRANSISTOR RADIC PROVED HORE PUZZLING. TEE PLASTIC 

CASE WAS SCRATCHED IN ONE SPOT AND WHEN FEDERAL AGENTS TESTED IT 
THEY FOUND THE NUMBER 00416.

AFTER MATCHING FINGERPRINTS FOUND ON THE RIFLE AND OTHER ITEMS 
JN TEE BAG WITH THOSE OF MISSOURI PRISON ESCAPER JAMES EARL RAE, 
[TEE RADIO MYSTERY WAS SOLVED.

RAY’S SERIAL NUMBER IN PRISON WAS 00416. HE APPARENTLY -OUGHT 
[THE RADIO WHILE HE WAS AT THE MISSOURI STATE PRISON IN JEFFERSON’ 
CITY, MO., CANALE SAID, AND TRIED TO OBLITERATE TEE NUMBERS.

THE PROSECUTOR SAID THIS WAS THE ONE ITEM OF EVIDENCE RAY 
AS NTD TO SEE A WEEK AGO TODAY WHEN HE PLEADED GUILTY TO MURDER 
CHARGES AND ACCEPTED A SS-YEAR PRISON TERM.

CANALE EXPLAINED RAY TOOK THE STEP HE DID AFTER TELLING LUS 
ATTORNEY, PERCY FOREMAN, THAT HE WOULD BE FREE HIEING TWO YEARS.

THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY SAID HE DID NOT KNOW WHETHER RAY PLANNED TO 
SEEK FREEDOM LEGALLY OR THROUGH AN ESCAPE.

5-/7
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r UPI-12 8
(RAY)

WASHINGTON—CHAIRMAN JAMES 0. EASTLAND, D-MISS., OF THE SENATE 

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE, EXPRESSING DOUBT THAT THE ASSASSINATION GF 

MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS "THE WORK OF ONE NAN," SAID TODAY HE WAS 

ASSEMBLING ALL THE FACTS IN THE SLAYING.

, "THERE HAS BEEN AND THERE ARE NOW SOME QUESTIONS IN NY MIND ON 1 
. THIS INCIDENT," EASTLAND SAID IN A STATEMENT. "I HAVE DOUBTS THAT 

THIS KILLING WAS THE WORK OF ONE MAN."
। EASTLAND SAID HE WAS ACTING AS CHAIRMAN OF .THE SENATE INTERNAL 
ISECURITY SUBCOMMITTEE BUT IN HIS STATEMENT DIETOD THAT HE WAS 
llAUNCHING AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE KILLING OF KING.

EASTLAND SAID HE WAS "ASSEMBLING ALL AVAILABLE FACTS...IN AN 
EFFORT TO ANSWER SOME QUESTIONS IN MY MIND."

THE MISSISSIPPI SENATOR SAID THAT JAMES EARLY RAY, WHO BEGAN 
SERVING A SS-YEAR SENTENCE TODAY AFTER PLEADING GUILTY TO THE MURDER, 
INDICATED THERE WAS A CONSPIRACY WITH A "BLOND LATIN" MAN, WHO 

.PROVIDED THE ASSASSIN WITH FUNDS.
1 "THE OBVIOUS QUESTION IS — WERE THERE COMMUNISTS INVOLVED," 
^EASTLAND SAID.
t 3/12— GE427P
S4MAU 61968 ,

«» hit AND INITIAL® / WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE ^
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ADD 1 RAY, WASHINGTON (UPI-128)

EASTLAND EMPHASIZED THAT HE HAD NO DIRECT INFORMATION AND ADDED, 
"I AM SIMPLY RAISING SOME QUESTIONS THAT ARE IN MY MINE."

EASTLAND SAID HE WANTED TO KNOW HOW RAY KNEW THAT KING WAS GOING 
TO BE IN THE LORRAINE MOTEL IN MEMPHIS WHERE THE SHOOTING TOOK PLACE: 
HOW RAY KNEW THE LOCATION OF KING’S ROOM: HOW RAY KNEW KING WOULD 
COME OUT ON THE BALCONY WHERE HE WAS SHOT, AND HOW RAY KNEW WHERE TO , 
GET A ROOM WHICH GAVE HIM THE ANGLE TO FIRE THE FATAL SHOT.

"IT IS OBVIOUS TO ME THAT SOMEONE INSIDE THE MOTEL ADVISED RAY," 
I EASTLAND SAID. J
1 "he ADDED "THE MATHEMATICAL ODDS THAT KING WOULD STEP FROM A CERTAIN

ROCH ONTO A BALCONY DIRECTLY INFRONT OF A WOULD-BE ASSASSIN ARE 
IMPOSSIBLE TO CALCULATE.

’ "ONLY A MAN ARMED WITH DETAILED AND ACCURATE INFORMATION COULD 
HAVE POSITIONED HIMSELF TO FIRE THE FATAL SHOT."

EASTLAND ADDED HE WAS ALSO PUZZLED AS TO "WHO ASSISTED AND ADVISED 
RAY IN THE INTRICACIES OF INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL."

. 3/12--GE5P

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE
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CORRECTION

IN RAY, WASHINGTON (UPI-128) REAL 3RD PGH X X X SUBCOMMITTEE BUT 
IN HIS STATEMENT DID NOT ADD THAT HE WAS X X X ETC.
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3/12--GE458P
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Casper ____ ,_____
Callahan ________
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Gale_ 4 
Rosen it 
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Tavel _ 
Trotter .
Tele. Room 
Holmes __________
Gandy ___________

U 'I -95
ADD RAY, MEMPHIS

THE JURY CONVICTED RAY OE THE KING MURDER AND -- AS IT HAD 
PROMISED — SENTENCED HIM TO 99 YEARS IN PRISON.
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