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“The public is totally baffled. It seeshs
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was suddenly a tremendous effort

le to end {his sordid tale quickly. Judge
Battle’s staternents about the skur
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muzeling of eve:jme connected ¥
tﬁqlhytbenmstdmgdm
in American history. Sure, the rights
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By Pau! W. Valentine
Wariiagion Post Staifl Writer :
AEMPIIS, Tenn., March 11
—Court officials in Memphis
said today the controversial
C;‘):pcsitinn of the James Earl
2y case was cfearédIn AT
~atce with the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference:
and with Coretla King, widow
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Ir. o
Under the agreement that

iMrs. King and SCLC of(lclals‘

Separtedly approxed Hay was]
siven a 93-year prison sen-
tcnce—without a trial—after
pleading guilty to the assas-
sination of Dr. King last April
H *t
! Justice Departiment offmalsi
Yoin wWashington were notified
i of he plan in advance and]
i raised no objections, it was‘
{ 1emmnd, -
s speedy <rntnnmn (

without a prplcr‘.gedl
‘ation of evidence in
the case. stirred widespread
controversy.

Some Negro leaders charged
that the arrangement was a
“cover up” to prevent dis-
closure of a conspiracy behind
the assassination, Mrs. King
herself and some SCLC offi-
cials, also_ contended tkat-Ray,
was part 'of a conspiracy.

There was also cr1t1c1sm of

the ax'rangement from such
papers as The New " York
Times, which said the decision
not to air the full case in pub-
lic was “a shocking breach of
faith with the American
people.”

Officials involved in the
case here, however, said the
decision to dispense with the
trial in exchange for Ray’s
guilty plea was based on a
varicty of considerations, in-
c]uding the consent of Mrs.
XKing and SCLC leaders. They
»axd—as Justice Department,
‘officials in Washington have
said—that there was no evi-
dence of a conspiracy - that!
‘could have bheen presented.i

The agreement, in the Judg-l
ment of the court off:cmlsi

met “the Nation's rcquxrement
for Justice.” ’ o~

The approach to Mrs. King

was ‘made’ by the 1ennessee'
prosecutor, Phil Canale,!
through her lawyer. Canale,
also consulted, it was reported
here, directly with officials of|
SCLC, the civil rights organi-!
‘zation Dr. King led at the time
of his murder.

“He (Canale) wanted to get
their general feeling about the
agreement,” a highly placed
official said. “Mind you, what
they said was not controlling.
We often consult with the
family and relatives about the
sentence arrangement, even in

" routine cases.”

He said Mrs. King and
SCLC “generally agreed” with
the decision to avoid a trial
although “some of the SCLC;
officials said they wanted to|
reserve their right to claim
there was a conspiracy bchind!
Ray.”

After Ray's senlencing on
Monday, Mrs. King made no
specific - criticlsm of the ar-
rangement. She said, “For the
moment we have been spared
a trial which would compel us
to relive the fearfully tragic
events of his death. But we
realize this is but a respite.”

She went -on to urge.that
both Tennessee and Federall
authorities continue their in-|
vestigation “until all who are
responsible for this crime arel
apprehended.”

Dr. King’s successor as headl
of SCLC, the Rev. Ralph;
David Abernathy, issued a
similar statement.

Ray’s formal plea of guilty
to murder in the first degree
got him a 99-year sentence,
which bars him from parole
eligibility until the year 2018,
when he would be 80 years|.
old.

It he had been given a
]stralght life sentence, he
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would have been cligible for.
parole in 12% years.

1t is known that during de-

" licate negetistions with court

and prosecution officials,. .
lay’s  attorney, Percy Fore-
man, asked Judge W. Preston
Battle whether he would im-
pose the lighter senience.

Judge Battle reportedly re-
fused that proposal and said
he would impose no less a sen-
tence than 99 years because
“the crime was too great.”

Prosccutor Canale, accord-
ing to court sources, also felt
that the 99-year requirement
was non-negotiable.

Foreman was in a weak bar-

|zaining position, it was said,
because he knew the case
against Ray was “airtight” and °
Ray “might have gotten the
chair” if he had gone to trial
before a jury.

Dr. King was shot with a
rifle on the evening of April 4
as he stood on a balcony of
the motel at which he was
staving in downtown Mem-
phis.
¢ A rille found outside a
‘rooming house across the
street from the motel balcony
led to Ray’s cventual arrest in
London on June 8, 1968.

At the time of his arrest— -
and subsequently—there were
idespread rumors that Ray
had been the instrument of a
conspiracy to assassinate’ Dr.
King. These rumors were en-’
couraged by Ray himself in
interviews with the writer,
William Bradford Huie, who :
paid Ray more than $30,000
for exclusive rights to  his

story. And at the time of his ..

sentencing on Monday, Ray
said in court he could “not ac-
cept” the official theory that
there was no conspiracy.

However, Justice Depart-

ent officials and the FBI, as
well as the Tennessce prose-
cutors, insist that there is no
evidence that Ray had any
accomplices.

Prosecutor Canale sald that
if any evidence of a conspira-
cy comes to light “the con-
spirators will be promptly and
vigorously prosecuted.”

o it m,
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James Earl Ray is led in chains to State Prison in Nashville.
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« A privat committee formed here to “investigate
assassinations,” and headed by Bernard Fenster-
wald Jr., former counsel to the Senate Judiciary
sub-coramittes on Administrative Practices, sald
that a man phctcgraphed in Dallas an hour afler
President John F. Kennedy’s murder may be the

s real killer of Dr. Martin Luther King, He said the

photo matched the artist’s sketch of the man who

| {killed Dr. King. The FBI had no comment.
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JAMES Mo EVANS

I TEMNS (UPI)-- A SMALL FRESH SCAR ON A EBATTERZILD WCCDIH
IL. PROVED TO INVESTIGATORS THE SHOT THAT KILLED DR,
UTHER XING JR, WAS FIRED FRCOM THL BATHRCCM CF A

-DAY R00MING !OUSE,

L NEWS CCHFERENCE (WHBQ) SUNDAY% SAID TC MINM TL ,
PRISING DISCOVERY IN THE CASE AGAINST JAFES ZARL RAY
INTERVIZW CON CL§-TV NEWS SUNDAY NIGHT, RAV'S

)

7, PLRCY FORENAN, SAID RE THOUGHT RAY a1 alonz 1

ZING.
CONVINCED THAT JAFES EARL RAY NADE TVZ DEICISICH AUD VAS
NG FACTOR AND TEAT NC CTHER PERSONS, CRGANIZATICH OR

SCUP,.eWAS CCONCERNED IN THE XILLING OF CR. IMARTIN LUTHER

(111G Jf.

" RAY SAID,

. S iy - N e 2 - Pem AT T me
IW THZ VMEVPHIS NEWS CONFERENCEZ CANALE SAID SCIZCHE FIGURED

"2 0408
"TUEY
CAALZ S
"z T
¥ SAIL.
WZRZ IDE
NEAD THZ
THZ R
ELLONGIN
FOUND VR
SITZV ALK
CANAL
TCC DAMA

MAN'S LI
veRKI

§ZSTABLIS

THAT UZTA

LOWMEYER

Sem

S
CCPPLE AL LEAD T20M THE RULLET ABOUT THE,SIZE cr TH
T

DECR RIFLE WOULD HAVE A CERTAIN ANCUNT Crf REICCIL,”
CHECKED THE WINDCW SILL AND FCUND A TINY INDINTATICN,"
AID.

CCX THE WINDOW SILL CUT AND SENT IT TC THE FOI IN WASHINGTON,*

"THEY MADE PICTURZS OF 1

T, °
NTICAL TC THE NMACKINE WORK O THE RIFLE THAT LAS ADANDONE

FROMT OF THE ROCMING HOUSE ."

IFLE AND A ZIPPZR 3AG CONTAINING A MAN'S PZRSCHAL
GS PLUS A PAIE CF BINOCULARS AND A TRANSISTCR RADIC WZIRZ
APPED IN A GREEN CLOTH LYING CI! THE SOUTH MAIN STRZZT

APPARZNTLY DUMPED THIRE BY THE XILLZIR,
. SAI” THE SLUG THAT SHATTERED XING'S SPINAL
GED FOR DEFINITE BALLISTICS TESTS, CUT HE

TTLE FINGER WERE FCUND INTACT.

N3 WIT: THESE AND THE EMPTY HULL FOUMT IM TI'E RIFLE, TUZ
HED THE BULLTT WAS CNE THAT COULD FAVE BEEN FIRED B¢
PON TZzZ RIFLE WAS ZCUGHT BY RAY, USING THEI NANMD FARVZY

- T CRIMINGHAM. ALA.
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NOCULARS, CANALE SAID, WERE BOUGHT IN IEMPHIS.
D THE TRAN
SCRATCHED IN ONE SPCT AND WHEN FEDERAL AGENTS ToSTor
ND THE NUNMPER 00418,
MATCFING FINGERPRINTS FOUND ON THE RIFLE AND CTHED I

UYSTZRY WAS SCLVED,
RIAL NUMEER IN PRISON WAS 00416, Hz APPARENTLY -C

17

’ et CANALE SAID,ANMD TRIED TO OBLITERATE TFZ NUMNBZIRS,

YE PPéSECUTOR SAID TUIS WAS THE ONE ITEM CF EZVIDENCZ RAY
ASZD TC SEE A VEZX AGO TCDAY WHEN HE PLEADED GUILTY TC NURDZR
CHAEGES AND ACCEPT=ZD A SS-YEAR PRISON TzRIi.

CANALE ZXPLAINED RAY TOOK THE STEP HE DID AFTER TELLING IS
ATTORNZY, DPERCY TCREMAMN, THAT HE WOULD BE FREE VWITHING TUC VIAR

\ THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY SAID HE DID NOT ¥XNOW WHEZTHER TAY DPLARNN
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1 UPI-12¢
(RAY)

WASHINGTON--CHAIRNAN JAMES C, EASTLAND, D-MISS., OF THE SEMNATE
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE, EXPRESSING DOUBT THAT THE ASSASSINATICN CF
MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS "THE WORK COF ONE MAN," SAID TODAY HE WAS
ASSEMBLING ALL THE FACTS IN THE SLAVYING.

, "TEERE HAS B3EEN AND THERE ARE NOW SOME QUESTIONS IN MY MIND CN
| THIS INCIDENT,"™ EASTLAND SAID IN A STATEMENT. "I HAVE DOUBTS TEAT
"{THIS KILLING ('AS TEE WORK OF ONE MAN,."
‘ EASTLAND SAID HE WAS ACTING AS CHAIRMAN orﬂgﬁz SENATE INTERNAL
SECURITY SUBCOMMITTEE RUT IN KIS STATEMENT DIDWADD THAT HE VAS
AUNCHING AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE KILLING OF KING.
EASTLAND SAID HE WAS M™ASSENBLING ALL AVAILABLE FACTS...IN AN
EFFORT TC ANSWER SOME QUESTIONS IN MY MIND.®
THE NMISSISSIPPI SENATOR SAID THAT JAMES EARLY RAY, WHC BEGAN
SERVING A S5-VEAR SENTENCE TODAY AFTER FLEADING GUILTY TC THE rumpER,
INDICATED THERE WAS A CONSPIRACY WITH A “BLOND LATIN® MAN, vFO
PROVIDED THE ASSASSIN WITH FUNDS.
\ "THE OBVIOUS QUESTION IS -- WERE THERE COMMUNISTS INVOLVED,®
TASTLAND SAID.
3/12--GE427P
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© UPI-135
ADD 1 RAY, WASHINGTON (UPI-128&)

EASTLAND EMPHASIZED THAT HE HAD NC DIRECT INFORMATION AND ADDED,
"I AM SIMPLY RAISING SCME QUESTIONS THAT ARE IN MY MIND,"

EASTLAND SAID HE WANTED TO KNOW HOW RAY XNEW THAT KING WAS GCING
TO BE IN THE LCRRAINE MCTEL IN MEMPHIS WHERE THE SECOOTING TOOK PLACE;
HOW RAY KNEW THE LOCATICN OF KING'S ROOMj HOW RAY KNEW KING WCULD
COME OUT ON THE BALCONY WHERE HE WAS SHOY, AND HOWw RAY XNEV WFERE TO
GET A ROCM WHICE GAVE HIN THE ANGLE TO FIRE THE FATAL SHCT.

"IT IS OBVIOUS TC ME THAT SOMEONE INSIDZ THE MOTEL ADVISED RAY,"
EASTLAND SAIL,

HE ADDED "THE MATHEMATICAL ODDS THAT KING WOULD STE? FROM A CERTAIN
ROCH CNTO A BALCONY DIRECTLY INFRONT OF A WOULD-BE ASSASSIN ARE
IMPCSSIEBLE TO CALCULATE,

"ONLY A MAN ARMED WITH DETAILED AND ACCURATE IN¥ORMATION COULD
HAVE POSITIONED HIMSELF TO FIRE THE FATAL SHOT,"

EASTLAND ADDED HE WAS ALSO PUZZLED AS TC "WHO ASSISTED AND ADVISED
RAY 1IN TH; INTRICACIZS OF INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL,"

3/12--GL5P
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