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*” PETROS, Tenn, June 13 — James
Barl Bay's c:rgemns bid for free

Fisky ‘climb over a state
55 homieusm earlier, ended at 2:30 aam.
hk‘ >

+

The Washington Post _A_].__SQ
Washington Star-News

Daily News (New York)

The New York Times

The Wall Street Journal

The National Observer

The Los Angeles Times

At the same time, officers spotted
“iwo other inmates that fit the descrip-
tion - of James Earl Ray and Douglss
Shelton,” said Brushy Mountain Warden
Stonney R. Lane. A 500-square-yard
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) partand IMYf—w.dﬂﬂ 505
Blanton said. “But we- will assure thé
country we believe we have.do)
utmost. not only to. i1;‘:3eser\are s r!shts

- but to return the ates.” -

- Blanteh ceiticized a 1971 federal

cotirt order:that removed Riy fmm al-

SeeBAY,MOol:Sz '

-'Steel for Warslnps
Alleged to Exceed
Need by $8 Milhaﬂ

‘By Morton Mintz .~ ‘
WalhincﬂmﬂonltaﬂWﬂtotA a

. Government - investigators: . are
‘contending that Lockheed Ship-
-~ building and €onstruction Co. built
. 12 war vessels for the Navy but
billed the govérnment for enough

' steel to Bmlﬁ 20, The Washington

at issue—riearly 80

miflion pontids va.lued -at aboul: $8-
-« million—figures in ted claims .
. for $62 million that 1 Y -

s Investigatlons of the claw
"1 beguh in April, 1975, hyth&m
in "June, 1976, by the Renego
Board, the- executive branch unit ye-<
sponsible for recovering excess profits
from defense econtractors. In addition,
one 80urce told a reporter that

se‘;er%m&ﬂthsm f Lock'
n Heattle, 8 s esmanor
Shipbuflding . i
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By Bill Curry L
Waghlnxw:xl'oststn!w:iter ;
leTRO Tenn,, June 12_The regu- .~

Iar, after-dihner, headcount in the. A,
and . -B wings 'of Brushy : - Mountain
“State Prifon had. been completed .
abolit 6 . m. Friday when the. guard’s '
AV‘OICQ cameiover the lou&npeaker ;
“The.yard,” the voice said 98
u 1), some 200 of the priso smﬁma
‘ , including James Ear), Ray, filed!

"=- 1uto the fecteation yard. By 7:30, hqm :
“ever, the Hormal activity of ‘softhall) -

Korseshoes and basketball had heer*
broken. Theére .was a- scuffle in the
bagketball court. A prisoner nearby -

writhed seemingly in pain from an ap- A

. parent mjury to-his leg. -

-Thent a shotgun Blast from a gubrd’
tower toward the northwest corner of
the prigson yard reverberated off the .
thick stone walls and sheer mountain
slopes beyond. -

vJames Earl Ray and six others had
climbed a pipe ladder.to freedom. .-

“How ‘does America’s -most famous
prisoneér| in - that maximum security .

" pFison . . . escape so easily?” asked
Rep. Louis Stokes (D-Ohio), chair-
man of the flnuse committee investi-
gating. the assassination of John F.
Kennedy and Ray's victim, the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. .

_ But for all his notoriety, all the

| Ray Apprehended in Tennem
55 Hours After Prison Break 2

.aura of conspiracy that has attached"
to him, all the unanswered questions,
James Earl Ray is to prison officfals
here essentially just another long-
JAermer in, a fortress of dangerous

p men )

“We,»hlve mople here who are more ‘
than Ray,” says the state
commissioner of. correction, Murray’
Henderson. “1 thitk we have a man
mpre:dangerous” among those who es-
captd. ‘he:added in reference to Larry

“E-Hacker, wha wasrecaptured hours

: “Everybody Here is under observa-
tion all the. time,”. Héenderson said. It
lfﬁer all, the state’s tightest secu-

_rity facility. “Listen, you can’t keep a
man ‘Tocked -up. and ‘locked down [24
~hours a, dlﬂ. ‘The' courts won't let
you ” .
eral judge in 1971 ordered Ray

re ived from' the virtually continu-

dim'aetiou and. . “negligente, but ‘
hterreviaed that to say ttnt ﬂmglig
gence is found disciplinary. aet!on will

be taken.

‘Ray, for 'all intents and purposes, :

was just “another prisoner. Housed in-
the A Wing, he worked in the prison
1aundry, had aceéss to othér inmatés -
and was extended normal recreation
pard B vileges. He also, however, con-
interviews here, and has
been mit
Assassinatipns Committee.
- Brushy Mountain Prison, wedged in
the crevice of a valley petween steep,
.precarfous and wooded mountains,.
would' normélly look forboding, but
faot the:dominance of the Cumberland.
Yet :the mountains are part of the

night, Why this particular

by membets of the House :

‘as It Done sof

security; one-fourth,of the north wall
is the sheer sedimgntary rock-faced
‘cliff that rises abiove, The thick stone-

“ block wall .that forms the rest of the

prison: walls joins the mountain sol-

volts of electricity tops it.
There are 16 to 18 inches of. space

_between the top of the wall and the. .

wire, and, in the northwest corner, -,
wire turns prematurely to 'leave

. part of the wall unguarded.

the

Six ghard towess sit on'the wall. All
but -one, No. 8, fiear that northwest

corner, were manned Friday night, Of: -
ficials say that the added-on tower Gt -
is madé of wood instedd  of: stone -
...block) has watchmen ‘6nly ‘wheh there .
" is'trouble or rumors of trowble. -

So the props were in place Fridci;v
when Ray was apparently nearing tes-
timony to the House commttec, i3
known only to those who broke out.
But while the inmates tossed horsesh-
oes, played softball and shot baskets,

- a group of men began 'assembling -

from plumbing pipes a ladder—a long-

-stem curved at the top with stubs of
. pipes sticking out as rungs. Prison of-'

ficials theorized the pipe sections had
been hidden in the recreation yard or
under the inmates’ clothmg

' RAY, From Al
* Hacker was arrested early yesterday

* in. a church at Beech Grove where he

had taken refuge after being flushed
out of a nearby stream. Hacker, 32,
who is serving 28 years on conviction
of robbery with a dangerous weap’on

and safecracking, had worked in the ’

prison plumbing shop. He had es-
caped Nov. 4 and remained free until
Apl‘ll 27.

The three prisoners Who wgre reap-
prehended prior to y -ate belng
held in tho pmau‘l “B" block, its dis-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

a outéide

:—followed the:

* derson concedes:the °

idly, and a barbed wire carrying 2,300 then a

The other
woods, into  the . mgy
twilight. As thé prison
activated, a “hifef* e
matterofsecoﬁq&

phone failure from-
using their pliones nt the W»‘#
the alatm. .

" Prison officials hld to drive SO,
distance to find worlking mm%

conspiracy among so many:] 5"%,
side the prison walls, M"«hgfﬂ
there is no evidence of wmq% :
“This is a maximum-security birinis
he said. “We' have “havd-core I8
here who can’t get along..They Hve-by
the inmates’ code, so ycm M Rtipw |
what's going to happen SE TR ,%, |

statements that Ray, who. li&tm
vowed his confession of Mm&
‘killing and has said instendl e ha
only bought the rifle tdr”:oﬁers, Wils
freed by those wanting himi w
unavailable to ‘the House ‘Aksaguit
{;}igns (i):mmxttegas !
en’ investiga
King and President wa
as officials’ mveztiga
murders.




Hxsesqapebeganwithallthedtam’a
of & late ‘movie—a pho;w «lnd di.

~ folded with: near: scriptlike pr

Power Plant

..

Authoritjes captured four ot his -ac-
cloging’

‘complices. one by one hefore

inonthemostwantedmminAmen

ica.

His odyssey turned. towsrd .custody
at about.10:30 last-night when pesidents
of Devonia, ‘about -eight miles north-
east ' of the . Brushy. Mountain State -
Penitentiafy, reported uemg\ﬂsree

Eatl mu Jr., a 34-year-oxd Tennessean
servln: two life terms for the 1967
murder of a vacationing . Wuhiazton..
D.C. quﬁcemnmdthempeandwound-
ing of the officer’s wife. .

At ‘the ' sémie “ time, officers spotted
“two other inmates that fit the descrip-
tion of James Earl Ray and: Douglas.
Shelton,” sgid/Brushy Mountain Wardek
Stenney R. Lane. A soo-square-ynd‘
. aréa near the Cumberland Coal Co.

camp was sealed off, amI ‘author-

mining
strangers in their community. Police, ities:closed in.

responded and soon took into custody

By Margot Hornblower ’
WMB&IH Writer

; The Carter administration is on-

the verge'of alléwing construction

of the’ contrcversial Seabraok,'

N.H., nuclear power plant, which

has become’a, nationwide symhol,
‘the batil atomn :
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Ray, 49, wa.s expecﬁed to. be retumed
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Friday night had .eutilde-hielp. ... .
_;wu% uﬁ- _.wn% “hiy’ conifediion

said,

S Bup aﬁm go no vﬁaoﬁg »58 .#nw
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The Washington Post

Washington Star-

News

Daily News (New York)
The New York Times

The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer

The Los Angeles Times
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THE WASHINGTON PO“T

. 'ahando

'vo*Iumes aﬁout the~aréa s remote

‘%‘,

.&AY,\ pm Al

PBE spokdman [T
“birgcto 'gdtﬁ’z‘é’n%é MY ‘Kéﬂt‘y Hﬁs? Fio

an all-o‘ut e‘f;‘prt’ to ag:pi'ehend

[N

réégqeh‘t Cartér op es-
cp im zalﬁehoecal

Offiéigls ‘sal

’bng fﬁ@ escipe&'*

fﬁ. Tt
at Bl Mouiﬁam was. in

"Tﬁ' Hf;;:i’hty tou ses' 406 an(fneré—q
IOcked up behmd the walls and"
E}‘ truqty faéimles on Ut.he p;léons

ntet‘
250 cprrectmnvi' pﬂlce 5

ti {?ﬁrddpét nd thb,}a olice pr-
sdfingl, "dfe %J 3 = o! ‘Béarch’
genér lly co 2 JFadi .
fhé " Drison. E’aﬂ? ‘ 5&% ”ﬁ
w.ile police Capt. “Bill Beck flew F. i:
agents with “special equipment” over
‘the area and returned them to Knox-,

ville for what apparently was gro
essiny lof Yfiareq fiffr. > 24 (\
Brush Mountain prison is rmged
by mgpvﬂounfalﬂs, With Spme. fo; g%e‘

north reaching elevations  of
feet. Dense g of !
and the nd‘me ng Zx( l:i(%n“‘gone
rocks ‘make. wa.l}gng the - ridges. prdg
ous.gping. Strip-minexs, Jowever, §
ringed, the mountains with ledges oq;a
“benches” — equlvalent to F0pads o4
{hiat run the mountajntpps for miles.;

* Walking. they, b@% su Stanr
txally mepease a,walket’s pace, b1

o‘bscnreqi, lﬁh;ioot d'fr

of the"
breakgut aﬁ; Br sﬁj'

"“"%ﬁ?ﬂ o S dﬁ?’i"ﬁ“&g :

'ar a.now is by -stripping, tg re AT
fnm&d a,'tgaﬁyﬁohgpdeqy mq'n;;e fe:ieg !

W j‘ ﬁnn
VR ?mehﬁr , Goniighs m;
The J:la' )ac K It iﬁ y&‘g“)‘hﬁ:) i

Far . example, . ghﬁrg rlie
Branch, = Safuiville, ", paa e, . Sa
bright Deer ‘Lodge and Grm;pley\ ;

at’ “PgWél‘l’:_}ﬁé onlz"

_cousts W let YOU." s iniins 60
Late this afternoon, Gov. Ray Blape;

t s

Ctaed)omo b el ol FEST

Ay had béen Houssdd Tn'thé’ ‘npidan’s,

A wws and«hgq mt}mn m?et%ﬂ to’
specjal Seqhritsy Tisfen,:

YO, cantty lsespa, mm; 1ocke€¥ aﬂ@
leeked, dawa, s Hendetspa $aid M,Thefe

dans

tom saidy hei;bas. dirgeted. Tennpssee
laaw: pnforcesitent andscoyrectional offi--
cers “to tse:all possible restraint in
their efforts to capture the prisoners:

'_s3%*waaﬁgax§§,@‘

Aarial viéwmf Bruw qutaln sp;te Pnson, Where

.3 -

and to return them to. cusmdv mtheut ’

any losg, of, life.” He added: “Thg, ex-
tenuating,;c" ggxs;ances,g the
congressional and other myggﬁggtwns '

of the James Earl Ray case make.it
t he be returped.ta cus-

atlm
pt the ea.thesg, ‘,possﬁl;e: :

. eputy “}arden ﬁévis sald thnt Offi-;""
¢ials had met with representatlves of
the House Assasinations' Cbﬁimwfee.

today but said he did not kriow "the
purpose or the outcome of the meet-
ing.

Davis acknowledged that it had"
probably “taken the prisoners* some

time to join their pipe ladder to-
géther, hook it on the prison walt ‘arid
climb slowly to freedom:.

“It was the fault of someoné,” He .

said. “Any time you have an escape

from a prlson it's the fault of some-'

one.”
He sajd. he anticipated an investiga-

e Eag and stx qthe eonvict: went, ov,gx the wall Eriday night,

United Préss Inf.ernational

tmn by the warden, but, saud that nei-
tl;et; WPgE.eH“noqugmy W. Ward, the

‘ 1ctvv{onndad‘mle atterpptmg to,

esca.pe had,,bee&mtmogated yetir ~ f

The. egcape cgurred just. .yards:
from the unmanned Nq. 8 watchtower,
a white, wooden observation post that.
officials say.is used only when there
is &royhle or mdmatlons«of trouble..

«A guard in '
1060 ‘yards adross:-the recreation yard'

-fired the first of numerous shots. Offi-

cials'said all roads iri the area weré -

.sealed w1thm 30 mmutes -of the es

cape. i
All seven prlsoners were serving

harsh séntences due to" ekpiré in the :
19905 or later, if ever.

"Oné ‘f those still free 'i§* Earl Hlu
Ji., 34, A Tennessean, he was serving
two life ‘sentences for the 1967 shoot-
ing death of a vacationing Washing-
tén, D. C ‘policeman, Lowell E. Baﬂev

-watchtower perhaps.

‘AB‘“? Coe iy ,‘; ,,,,,

The prison is looéhllm- mile fzom the ‘oal town of i‘éﬁ i fiarthw gbiﬂl

and the. w?;dndiné'.' angvrdpee of. Bat-
ley’s. wife.

Lawmenw“amgmgljly beneved t,hew

had Ray,and Ris eohorts hemmed .inko:

a five-mile-square area immediately
adjacent 10 the sprison, buw: at midday
they-expanded the area. = o1

- GHarkes Bass of'the: stateapnson sys-
tem: saith: this was-donei“because the
dogs:appedied to have two.hot trails”
" that took” them outéide »‘the prewously
deslgnated search area. - , -

A’ light rain fell. bmefly this morn-

.+ing ‘but. quit before it wiped: out the

seents the bloodhounds were tracking.
“The dingy-little coal town of Petros,

‘ one mile from the prison and the

home of. the . prison’s awork force,
looked like it aoes any other day. Two
of the town’s four stores, Hunters
Grocery and Gunter’s Grocery, sta:
tioned within site -of each other at op-
posgte ends of the town were open for
business. e s

_guns and got r

NORTH
CAROLINA

GEORGEA

57 :nn mﬂs Wummm

'5;.}5-!'»‘3”

.Iean menms. &taimls wognker,

§§§m
the massive manhunt in the- a;:.qg Jas ’

“Xlﬂublﬂxﬂmg £ fmr e Y Ty ‘a' a
2'“There HaveDeoli 1ot of otlw,nes-
capes‘befor&” ~sHe salth> vwottingly,
“but’ thereiwastt this whukexcite-
ment; “bbraude Ray-wase’ brinmfygd.
were lised téfitxihyivay. By

Whe'i ‘the’ erws of the escab&f‘h
she said,. “eVe dy loade¢ up thelr
ady — no big thing?

Those | stillw emaming at larg_ be-
sides Ray and Hiltare:" " 7 Vg

® Larry E. Hacker, 32, ‘serving~28
years on. .-robbery wlﬂl & . deadly
weapon and safecracking. convicﬁlof;s.

¢ Donald Ray, Caylor, 24, serving 51
years on armed robbery,-assault’ ‘Qﬁth
intent to, commjt. murder and Jall es-
cape convlctlons

"¢ Douglas Shelfon; 32, sé’tving 68
yedrs on felohious" aﬁsault, ‘ﬁr t-degree
murder and grand larceny contvictions.

gl

‘8.

ShEas e
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0 a ’ > 4O YA A Y Ident.
e : . Vghen Y Rt w*,x ".p.e& o Inspection
s By Geol‘gt Landmr Jt -_-‘-z Stokes' mwg;mmmammm Intell.
¥ gemenfiigtonPodt Slatt Writer - . - have some funds’at hie ‘dispesal.’ 1 Laboratory
Pié chalirmian of ‘the Hotise Assdssi-3 have-iformation that Ray was-getting ) I
natlohs Gémanbitthe sald pesturday tipt:: 2 Targe-dmount:of money” m'cémmg’, - Legal Coun. —
itvitiPieanduict ith>owh:lives ! tianwith spme of-therrecent gublioky | Plan. & Eval. _
inwwiﬁf mg,hg i ;. ov.a' the Kisig murgor: the claitinen’ Rec. Mgnt.
night from *a m v, sgithiwithauticlboratidy. s10w odw jtus \ﬁ’; PR ' Soec. |
prisort:in Tennessee. . o The excape quickly fueléda W!ﬂe . poc. Tav.
“I .think we have to do 1t » gaid variety of speculation about its man- Training
Chairman - Louis * Stokes (D Ohio). ne and mot ivation. It was Ray’s third Telephone Rm.

“Here we have a famous prisoner who - ! “apg- from Brushy Moun- . Sec’

- is the focal point of a congressional fain. He made’ seyeral attempts to es -Director Sec'y —
investigation -and- he escapes frgm cape from other pﬁSons and ‘he sue-
maximum security institution. lth - cessfully broke ou of the Misso %
“we'd be subject to criticism if W State Pemtent1 , ferson City ji
accepted whatever inveshgatmns th . ¥ fhen for monw’
other authorities make.”

The convicted assassin of the
Martin Luther King Jr., Ray wa stxlI <
at large last night after he and six
other men scaled the wall at Brushy

; Mountain State Prison, where he, had
been. serving a 98-year term -for the
. murder. One of the men in th§ ? -

Qw

N =
(S}
P
— .

I
7

~ cape and was captured almost: ifh-
* mediately, while another escapeé W
caught yesterday.-

Two investigators for the commiét
tee, chief deputy counsel Robert Leh-
ner and his top investigator, Edward
Evans, were dispatched to Tennessee
and are expected to report back to the
committee for a heu'hig Iate Monday
morning.

“I'm going to propose that we coﬂ-

. duct our own investigation;of allg the
' "cifcumstances surrounding thei . es-
© cape,” Stokes said, adding that jLe
ner’s initial’ report from the
raised some doubts in his mind
how secure the, Tennessee priso
.ally is. Although the prison wal
topped with jelectrified barbed wieg
Stokes said he understood that the .
svire stops shoft of ‘one corner, where. simply given u
prisoners niight squeeze around 1t and 'in the
without too much difficulty.. *.get a new
Stokes spid committee investigators = almost
had interviewed Ray half a dozen = guilty
times this year for the inquiry that years
the House authorized last Septembet  ing,. ) iy /
into the April, 1968, murder of King. = Court Dec Date _ @/7# 77
“Obviously this. was organized on: 5 : s D /.f
-th: inside, at least, and it was conspi 74 s /f o i
. ratorial in nature,” Stokes said of the :
" escape. “T guess the fear I have is -s€l, { , RECORDED
whether there was outside participa- Leur*mﬂ I ﬁ JUF 20 27y
; tion in the matter also, and, if so, for “u
what purpose. QOne pombility is.that -
it was an atterapi to get Ray to a
phee where he will never be found
agam Amthvgl' possibmt;v ;:t that #
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The Washington Post £-__— —

oo ]

Washington Star-News
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
The Wall Streef Journal
The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times

Jun 20 1977
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5 ‘\al:lETRos,Tenn June 11 — James
o Ray, the convicteq Assassin of
© Vil rights leader Martin Tutnge King
*Ir, remained § gsink e wing

The Washington Post _hl_,__s_, 9

Washington Star-News
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times

Date_SUn., 6/12/77
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‘police
sgents with “s equipmnnt” over
a_aid teturne(l them s&_ijx-
Vh&t

ine'

Davl;s mowlng&l that it hid
piobably taken the prisoners ers sofne.
_ munnt’nlns, with some to the  time 40 join their pipe ladder W
¢ . elevations _10f: 3980 gether,hook it on the prison wall andt
i Pense growth of hardwood forest éttmbs‘ld i s
Qnd‘ the mumereus broken limestone

 make walking the ridges ardy,

50 Stripsminers, however, have

M%nswuh ledges or

ie o i finked
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qi[ier imthormet make.”
* Phe convieted assassin of ﬂm Rev.
Martin Luthet’xmg :;b’e Ray was

béen serving a 98-yeqr
murdor One of the men was

lmmediately, while *another

was caught yesterdsy, . . ‘
T Two :%Hstlgmrs for the comﬂut §
'9; Chi

"deputy tounsel Robett Leh- .

-fop investigator, Eqward

gva ; wete dispatohed to’ 'l;gnesﬂe .

and m'e; expeeted t0:]
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Hesln

’.. By Marsha Van@Qerg

" @ 3079, The Nashville

_‘#ﬁmqs Tenn.—Jjames Earl Ray
he might once again plead guilty
m murdgv of the Rev. Martin Lu-
Jﬂ-even though he insists’
hemw' Shot ‘the civil rights leader.
. M“wu in'a bind” said Ray in an ex-
e, twohour ‘Interview. condcted |
20 at- Brushy Mountain. State

wa, the maximum security mmzt:: room’

tien. where he was confined untik :
gaiape Friday, S
ff’* repeatedly proclalmed 1ns “Igw 3
s * and sxid he was pressured
mw 4 gullty plea in 1969 by his for
‘mer Iawyer, Percy Foreman of Dallas. (3
ammm in any ways legally guilty,” . .
Ray: ssid. “Pa-ofher words, I ddn't’
ghoot him .. But I may be in sapig
way partly responsible for it ., I'ptr-
,c:xed the weapon and thlnﬁu like
t
t But he declared he had no. ide& that
gystery - man, “Raoul,” who
rnished the money. for the riﬂe<,
it idea of shooting King,
nderstand  the difference be'
knowing and unknowing
ot tb be an intent.”

¥ the nationally known.
eftgnder put. him_ “in a

cause ‘he feared

,Jet - Ray, mliiht beé

ukad by the xoverhmen‘t
ga-along wi h@lguﬂm%

areexaxgerated and dxstorted_
e.had never heard about King
f“orr “bther political figures” in any con-
scious way prior to King’s death.
¢ Hé‘was in'the vicinity of the King
mnmrvat thertime but was not a.vwe

i p s

Ray: contends that he left s Mem.
boarding house about\ 5: 30 m

he, vicmity

of a service station or in the vlcimt:,v

where .the- shooting took Dlace.

cant be more specific,” he sald. |

- Q:-Who.did you leave in the room"
Ar One mdividual was left in the

up'posé. 1

Ray came to the mterv1ew wearing
prison denims with a. ‘gold wind-
bigaker. His high-top .shoes were
-hook-laced.

I black halr is greying fast at the
témples. There were ho sigms of the
prison pallor which penal authorities
reported had mfade himy 3eem emaci:
ated more than'a yea

ith Kershaw at his: leit and: tlhs
reporter across fiie table from them,
Ray spoke calmly in a voicethat seedns
slightly high-pitched, Except for deea-
sional, casual hand- gestures, he was
undemanstrative.

He see¢med slightly nervous at the
outset of the discussion when Tennes-
sean phetog apher Gerald Holly be-
gan to snap s photograph PR

“‘Let’s get.the plct’ures over early m
the taik, » hﬁ»

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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would have;

have to admit to that st

he shot Klﬁg) based: on’
they had ‘me r'na-Peréy’ :

“Of t:ourse, ou ¢
tion’ or a guilty- pl__
you say in court i
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of Raofl, Ray smd “I_never did
trust hirf and 1 assume he never
. I know very few criminals
you.can wust” He is certain -that
“Raoul” igan ahas-—uot ‘& real name
He added; ... .

“I woulii!' W3

Bok PéGD
tb liave Bbjected to being tr&nsterred.
in prison to an honor farms because
there wete blacks and whites inte-
grated there. That is what a prison of-
ficial has said. What do you say tb 1o police can c’h - Sl
that?” ‘ »Asked about the fact that appar--
N\ He Sea;‘ched e]ﬁtlg onl his fhl zerp rmts were foui'ld

- L88¥, on the r

You.”

as I handif
Bt thy

Y
“I' did ask hot to £0 to the honor ‘1; n i
fafmi. I was told it was easy to get a p,‘dlg 2
narcotics charge on yon out there. Im g
Marijuana was there .. » - arme

- Q: Back in 1957 they were after
marijuana violators?

A: Yes. They would fme you ﬁve or
10 years—10 years for just one ciga:
rette. There were blacks out there at
the farm and the allegations were that
they were. using quite a bit of that.
But in the penitentiary you associate
with people you have something in
common with. -Mexicans associate
with-Mexicans; Texans agsociate with
Texans; blacks with blacks and whites
with whites. 3t is instinctive.

%Are you this statement is
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Just your opmwn do mm be m;a
e;i)emi‘ government emplogees
; aid less than persons’

non.governmental jobs?

Meftts—-tme off, holidays;
e sze—-tlum they would

lmrm Fm Same
% 9% - 8%

—0w
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QR 000 o NN

e ewe ®oNwew

number
ke federal
- you think
pinploys 100,
fiie to do the

turing the p
. (e) 1977

ples’ Sale # today's pqpel
unable jo remove from the ad cer
which we now find may be in short

ngt some (but not all) of our stores. Am

u ‘extends to § nems are: . 3
I"i:yl: blatest G | Gillette Super Max2
vl servants B8 L Sunbeam Mr. TouchUp -
r:bl&m ) ' Bain De Soleil Suntan-Crean
per cex - Super Shade Sunburn Preve

yvela‘iage ¥
eﬁﬂ' paid
gfin t”
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United Press In eroational
James Earl Ray and lawyer Jack Kenhaw conlerrlng last month in '!ennessedm
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The Justict Bepnrtment ‘also Iﬁ"
vzewed the investigation of the King
‘murder and on Feb. 18 issued . its
final report, saying:

“The task force has concluded tiut
the investigation by the FBI to as
“tertain ‘and capture the murderers:of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was thor-.
oughly, honestly and successfyjly con-'
ducted. The sum of al} the evidence

of Ray’s guilt points to him so exclt- -

sively that it m
the pomt thq‘t
uo;

effectively makes
oueolnmigr

L-v
5

Is Not Sutprised

A¥3sociated Press

The Washington lawyer who rep
resented James Earl Ray before the

Supreme .Court said he wasn’t really ..

surprised when Ray escaped from 8
Tennessee prison last night.

James H. Lesar said the admitted

assassin of the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr. felt he had no alternatlve
but 40 escape.
. “After seven -years “of constant
struggle to gain a hearing and re-
opening the case in court, I think he
simply concluded that the courts’
claims - to justice were farcical,” the
lawyey said.

Lesar said Ray had discussed his
feelings of futility, but had not men-
tioned any plan to escape. Still, he
said, “I wasn’t really surprised™ when
he heard that his former client had
broken out of prison.

Ray’s escape “could have been

avoided if the courts had at any time
durjng the past eight years done what
they were obligated to do, to give him
the trial he deserved,” Lesar said jn
a telephone interyiew.
! L.esar represented -Bay in a plez to
the Supreme Court to set aside g cir-
cuit court decision that affirmed:a.
federal district court verdict, in effect
sanctioning Rhy's conviction.

. strénuots legal efforts to get' an- ig
‘ dentiary hearing. .

hadnotbeenadequate’yin’

* by hisprevious attorneys, and that the '

evidence did not the érime had
been committed the way the prosecy-
tion had originally contended. -

“Ray has known al! along that, i

" it had been anyone dther than he and;

if it had involved any other crime
than the assassination of Martin Lu-
ther King, he would have m to
trial,” Lesar said.

“Inmm,ummmgym

s

‘Lenruidhehadarsedluyb

“continue to seek a new trial. “I falt

that . . . pressures are building to
the point, evidence is building to the
point, that in the not too distant - fu-
ture he could get a trial.” !

He said he had advised Ray not to
speak with investigators for the House
probe, which he called a “cynical ex-
ploitation” of Ray.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Un!ud Press Imernawinnal

hames frip Thursday Stead, 100, chatted wnth Qneen Victoria at her 1897 Jubilee

Except for the peculiar case of
,Northern Ireland, the queen presides
over a- society distinguished by ex-

tranrdinary cnnial naann and ~R1EI-

tatest date for which: figur_es are .avail-
able—days lost through strikes were

- lower here than in many other indus-

trial. countries. Strikes were - nearly
twice as frequent over the decade in
the United States, more than twice as
frequent in Canada and Italyi and‘

Sou’thv Africar
- US. Dlplomat_

!'rom News Dlsmtchel .
JOHANNESBURG June 10 —
Police detairied a white. U.S.. dip-
lomat and a black American poet
4 for more than an hour today after
they entered racially tense Soweto
township without permits.
The South African township,
‘ home of 1 million blacks, has been .
the scene of student disturbances;;
including scattered incident today
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0-20 (Rev. 5-12-76) Assoc. Dir.
Dep. AD Adm. _
Dep. AD lnv.
Asst. Dir.:
Adm. Serv.
Ext. Affairs

Fin. &ﬁ .
Gen. In

'f, h_{..v Ident.
' Q d d/ . |nspechon
}), v ’ Intell.

\\ Laboratory
. Legal Coun. ;‘_/
‘5\[&6 Plan. & Eval. _

Rec. Mgnt.

‘."e Spec. |nv%

Training

Telephone Rm.

Director Sec’'y

WESTIGATONRS 1‘o*’ U UQUST A"spsszrqrzoms o

MEn A UTTX=LONG DEIVITY OF ”V””"S SURROUNDING THE L

;.'f:,_‘ 7’&7\0-7\-[ nmmv’«p({{I“G J“. L'—,.
TNESSTS AT THE DOARDING HOUSE

lin w2l

L 1"‘~0 : ”"'""'L THERE A SNIP“? e
n ™ v*r'f ’D_'A(""‘ vy .1..“7 w A = i~ .
2213.: ”"};’-“LW T‘d ;% oW I‘}l A iy hpDIL 938.

n=TTH] COITITIZE VENTID, SA juEsTeaTo
ASSUVING THE CIVIL'RIGETS LEADZRYE Bra®iyad a gg»%azﬁg. GﬁTgiﬁn
. UTSTIONT I T i5n =t AU AJRTADT N '
Fﬁow%.;vh_oz ING WILL INVOLVE "PEOPLT wifo UAVE ALREADY COME TO THE - '
JAITE FADL AT, KING'S COf

TToag™n “‘QC!-SCI" Ts"»:’(') IQ S’"DVIT]G A ’gg-"
_. Jar A7y KINGTS COITISSTD ASSASSIN WO IS SIRVIN
SENTENCE AT pnusi! tounT A1y STATE PRISQN AT PETROS, TTHNe, HAS BEESAR
ATTENPTING 7O UTL A NTW L A

TO’LCWTLJ
LAST WETK, U

“C""T*"fr STAFT It VESTIGATORS
. BLACK SERVICE

J "‘I’ KEDSHAU, 'SAID AN ELDERLY
GIVE DAY t\;i RL : : LD RLY 5

T OCoUL

L . / “eih IQI L] RN »“:
pUT TUT M ﬂ,v - ™ - - e
SR SCARE L AS TILLIZ GRETN, =6 ID ONLY THAT HE SAWS
A A AT ggfég f{“ PTICH AFTLL ¥ind uad s”c* TO DEAIH.AH; S "

NOT RECORDED

WMo 18 i

{33

/f{f’% WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SER VICE

Q7MAY 101977 o101

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ET

~
by

MA’{ “. Vae il

o
“

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-19 (Rev. 5-12 76)

-ahout the. ﬁndings
ment-task force that re-
;usa, Its report Was’ made

}Mm“/)f// H

“ROT RECORDED

\ b i - '
\’\ 21‘ 4 ; i J i i/; Training

Assoc. Dir.
Dep. AD Adm. _
Dep. AD Inv. __

Asst. Dir.:
Adm. Serv.
Ext. Affairs _;__.

Ident.
Inspection
Intell.

Laboratory

Lega!l Coun. ____
Plan. & Eval.

Rec. Mgnt.

Spec. Inv.

Telephone Rm.

Direct Y g

CN

The Washington Post ﬂ‘”!g-

esashingten Star-News
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times

= 2-25-7)

15 ppr 27 176 V'

FBl1/DOJ

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-19 (Rev. 11-12-76) Assoc. Dir.
Dep. AD Adm. ____
Dep. AD Inv. _____
OUTSILE SOURCR Asst. Dir.:
Adm. Serv.
Ext. Affairs
Fin.& Pers.

Gen. Inv.

/. Ao T e —

/ . : v Legal Coun.
/

’ J/IER BN ’ J Plan. & Insp.
” Rec. Mgt.
’ S.&T. Serv.

Spec. Inv.

Training

Telephone Rm.

FBI Harassed Him, B
Ray Tells Probers

PETROS, Tenn. (AP)—James Earl Ray told
House investigators Thursday that the Federal
Bureau of Investijgation (FBI} tried to pressure. OI
him into naming alleged conspirators in the
assassination of civil rights leader Dr. Martin Ly-'
ther King Jr., Ray’s attorney said. 2

Attomey Jack Kershaw met with repo;
after Robert Lehner, who is heading the King

of the House Assassination Committee’s
inv tion, spent more than six hours with
Ray behind the walls of Brushy Mountain State
‘Prison. Ray is serying a 99-year sentence for the
1968 murder of the civil rights leader.

“I FIND today that the FBI is involved in this
case, in my opinien, in'an improper way,” Ker-
shaw said. “FBJI pressure was brought upon
James Earl Ray by means of threatening mem-

Qers of his family.”

Lehner would not comment on, Ray’s 'tesu
-mony but said he will r;t&ra to thel;glson, per-'
haps weeks, rview again.

r Rerah Sl oy told the Hevestiontors that
' an FBI agent, identified only as Jensen, tried to

. talk with him one day after he was transferred to. The Washington Post
e Myl sr plscie T S
V. .

“As Jensen left he turned to Ray and said, ‘1f - Daily News (New York)
you don’t co-operate you can expect to see your The New York Times
gtl::l; ﬁmnuhmrwlth you,” Kershaw quoted The Wall Street Journal

The attorney said Ray told the investigators. The National Observer

% 2at the FBI agent wanted him to disclose names The Los Angeles Times
'orallegedconspimtorswhosenamesRaydldnot Cincinnati Enquirer
know,

“It indicates to me that the government it-- - 4/15/77
self did not believe Ray acted alone,” Kershaw Date

said, adding that both he and the House investi-
gators will try to find the alleged FBI agent.

v - 3P ———
I-J-L)-— Q RE 10 j 19§QT RECODED.

I3

FBI1/DOJ

84 MAYZ 1977
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King Slaying Payoff Charge W

-
mWﬁLE’ Ky. < The U.S. Jusuce Depart»
meet.. all);.gla t\:::u&a;ttehaaf;ge} Louiswville police-
,,glot to kill Dr. Mart..i Luther’ e??rssog gwAl‘;;

’x,/?' Long said yesterda
e M lﬂok ¥ i
3§°’ but g}!. mm‘: % 3“:* elfao“ 3:;4 It is ?ssx.
’ SC“SQ € will:
i tice postibliity, withthe: Bapartmans of Jus.”
) ’ 7. L .
The Washington Post —
Washington Stm—New;E:i
Daily News (New York) ————
The New York Times —————
The Wall Street Journal _———————
The National Observer —————
The Los Angeles Times «—n———
Date ’J- -
Iy / .
' ; L[ - 74 !
P e "7/1 . t’t) &0 R -
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“ 9 37T b,
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8 4 APR 6 1971 FBei/DOJ
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FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75)

) (Mount Clipping in Space Below)
J Story erred T
1'in linking Fry,

Denton to plot ’

Due to a reporting crror, a story in Fid
yesterday’s Courier-Journal said that two
of the people alleged to have been in-
volved in a local plot to kill Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. apparently were former.
Sgt. Tom Denton and Priest Fry, former,
chief of detectives. =~ - |

Actually, those involved were identi- : ———Page B 1
fied “only as a sergeant who was presi-
dent of Fraternal Order of Police (FOP),
Lodge 6, and as chief of detectives.

Denton did not become FOP president Courier-Journal
until several years after the alleged
conspiracy; several others, some with.
the rank of sergeant, served as president;

before Denton. ' Louisville, Ky,

Fry served as chief of detectxves be-
tween 1957 and his retirement in 1971,
but was removed from the position for
a one-year period bridging 1965 and
1966. Those alleged to have been part
of.the conspiracy by ex-policeman Cliffyn
ird have not been identified by nam§ B

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

h‘e,‘ (fourierJdumal régrests t

Date:  3/204/77
Edition: Morning

Author:

Editor: Barry Bingham Jr

Title:

Character:

or
Classification:
Submitting Office: 1,g |
T

TP e Tevvnctiaatad | t’x‘}/
, i " "’L’
Lo o L e r

" /

34 APR1 11977, ‘
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FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) _1

"Retired Policeman’s Wife Says—
“Husband Told Of King Plot

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP)—The wite of a retired

policeman confirmed Wednesday it was her hus- .
band who told Rep. Gene Snyder (R-Ky.) of an

alleged plot by Federal Bureau of Investigation : (Indicate page, name of

(FBI) agents and Louisville police officers to L newspaper, cit d state.)
assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. : /7 vopaper, ctly and state

Mary Baird, 44, said her husband, Clifton E.
Baird, a former Louisville police officer, told
Snyder of the alleged plot. - . i —__Page 15

SNYDER QUOTED Baird as saying the offer :
was made in a car by members of several mem-

bers of the Louisville Police Department and |, Ken tucky
several FBI agents. . E :
Mrs. Baird said her husband retired from the nquirer
Louisville Police Department several years ago 1
after 27 years service. ’ Cov ington, Ky.

“He told me about this when I first married
him, seven years ago,” Mrs. Baird said in an
interview. “I think he thought he wasn’t going to :
be believed.” !

Snyder said the man told him he was offered
$500,000 on two occasions to kill King.

Mrs. Baird said she believes one reason her _
husband came forward with the allegation was
because “he wants to know why someone asked
him” to kill King, who was assasslnated in Mem- .
phis, Tenn,, in 1968, . '

: “It sure has been on his mind,” Mrs. Baird-
sald. “He said it just got to bothering him and, .
that’s why he contacted Mr. Snyder.” -

e

Her husband, before contacting Snyder, tol l

{ }ne of James Earl Ray’s attorneys of the alle é :
lot, she said. Mrs. Baird said her husband was Date: 3/24/77
“discouraged” after talking with the attorney. Edition:

. Rayis serving 99 years in prlson for the sla.ylng of Author:
’ Kln ’
F g N Edltol':

SNYDER, WHO dlsclcsed last week that he Title:

had heard from a man who claimed knowledge
of a plot to kill King, refused to divulge the man’s
ngme. )
%j Baird told his wife “he was offered $500,000 to Character:

ill” King and ‘““he didn’t appreciate it,” Mrs. |} o
alrdsaid T r
4 ORI . p e Classification: >
]
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Wife Says Husband Was Offered
$500,000 to Assassinate Dr. King

LOUISVILLE, Ky., March 23 (AP)—The
wife of a retired Louisville police officer
confirmed today that her hushand had
tcld Representative Gene Snyder of Ken-
tuckyt that he was offered $300,000r on
two occasions to kil! the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. o

Mary ‘Baird 44 years old, said that her

for comment, had told Mr. Snyder of ‘an
offer that Mr. Baird said had been made
by members of the Louisville Police De-
partment and several agents of the Feder-
al Bureau of Investigation.

She said that her husband, who is 50,
retired from the Louisville force several
years ago after 27 years’ service. He is
now working for a private security agen-
¢y, which his wife declined to identify.
She said that he was out of town on
business that was unrelated to the inves-
tigation of the King assassination by the
House Select Committee on- Assassina-
tions. . e

“He told me about this when I first

arried him, seven years ago,” Mrs. Baird
said. “I think he thought he wasn’t going
to be believed.” .

Shesaid she believed one reason he
came forward a second time with the
allegation was because “he wants- to
know why someone asked him” to kill
the civil rights leader, who was assassi-
nated in Memphis in 1968. oo

“It sure has been on his mind,” Mrs.
Baird said. “He said it just got to bother-
ing him and that's why he contacted Mr.
Sayder.” - .

Reportedly Told Ray’s Lawyer

She said that her husband, before get-
ting in touch with Mr. Snyder, had told
one of James Earl Ray’s attorneys of the
alleged plot. She said that her husband
was “discouraged” after he told the attor-
ney. k co

Mr. Ray, who confessed that he had

 killed Mr. King, is serving 99 years in

prison for the slaying. He did not impli-
catc anyone else in the murder.

Mr. Snyder, who disclosed last week
that he had heard from a man who said

husband, Clifton, who was unavailable|:

that he had knowledge of a plot to kil
Dr. King, refused to divulge the man’
name,

In'Washington, a committee spokesmai

declined comment on Mrs, Baird’s state
ments’ or identification of her husband
as the man who had gotten in touch with
Mr. Sayder.
Mrs. Baird said that her husband had
told her “he was offered $500,000 to kill”
Dr. King and that “he didn’t appreciate
it.” She said, “I can’t say any more, but
he’s just not that type of person.”

Asked why her husband thought he was
asked, Mrs. Baird responded: “That’s the
$64 question; he wants to know why
someone asked him.”

Newspaper Disclosed Name

The Kentucky Post first named Mr.
Baird as the man who reported the al-
leged plot to Representative Snyder, a
Republican. -

Mrs. Baird said that she had no idea
how her husband was identified as the
man who made the allegation but that
she was glad it is out in the open now.

“I'm not upset,” she said, “It had to
come out sooner or later.” : :

Mr. Sayder said earlier this week that
he had met the man “face to face” and
was..convinced he was a “rational”
man. Mr. Snyder said he had changed his
mind and voted to extend financing for
the House Select Committee on Assassi-
nations solely because of his conversation
with the man. :

C. J. Hyde, a longtime Louisville polica
chief who is now retired, said that he
remembered ‘Mr. Baird as a- “very fine
police officer.” '

Committee Approves Reduced Budget

WASHINGTON, March 23 (UPI)—The
House Select Committee on Assassina-
tions, which is in danger of lasting only
one more week, approved a. sharply re-
duced budget today in the hope that the
House will let it continue to investigate
the deaths of President Kennedy and Dr.

King. : . - [
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}Checked Kentucky Leads \

WASHINGTON (AP) — One of
- James Earl Ray’s lawyers says
that more than a year ago he
looked into an allegation that
Louisville police and FBI agents
plotted to kill Dr. Martin Luther
King and concluded *‘there
wasn’t much to it.” ‘

The lawyer, James H. Lesar,
said yesterday that even if the.
allegation of a retired Louisville
policeman is true, “it was re-
mote from the assassination” be-
cause the man alleges there was
only talk and not an attempt to
kill the civil rights leader,

A House assassinations com-
mittee aide said investigators
have talked to the retired police-
man, who was not identified
pliblicly, and are checking his!
styry without presuming how:
mAbxch substance there is to it,

g 4 APR1 11977,

Ray’s Attorney Says Hs_‘.:-‘
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v . Washington Post Statf Writer

. .Even Rep. Trent Lott (R-Miss.), who
has been critical of the inquiry, from
the start, was hésitant aftevsyester-
day’s briefing to say hé il felt: it
ought ta' be squelched But he made
plain that he- is ‘still *skeptical about

Assoc. Dir.

Dep. AD Adm. _
Dep. AD Inv. ___

Asst. Dir.:

Adm. Serv.
Ext. Affairs

Inspection i«
Intell.

the information that was Jail out for Laboratory
him ahd other Rules Committee mem-
bers yesterday at what--amounted to Legal Coun. ___
“an informal, elandestine meeting.” . Plan. & Eval. _
He said such an’ .approach had Rec. Mgnt.
v e ne:'er, to his knowledge, geen used Spec. Inv.
~ By GEorde’ ner Jr. with the Rules Commmy‘é‘ efore, not .
By George Lardner Jr. even during the*impeachment pro- Training

_ ceedings against President Nixon. - Telephone Rm.
e onoroony "l Presupe the comice s cal- Diacror Sachy
promise of “wholehearted support” SefNQUIRY, A1, Col. 6 |
kg m
o) e T sker ‘Thomas P. NQUIRY, From A1 44 -

After ‘a closed-door meeting with
the committee’s three senior mem-
bers, O’Nejll. alia. told reporters, with
ment"mroval ‘that the panel will
ask the Hhis 101'32.5 million to carry
te pext of this year.

lected some leads, sopge mformanon
which they’re going to use to justify
continuing the 1nvestigatmns,” Lott
said last evening, “Some of them are
very far-fetched, very remote in my
opingn, but Tam re-evaluatmg my pos-
JAtion”

. The Adsassinations Committee, Lott
pointed out, has at least started to
buckle down to work after being bog-
ged down for months in disputes over
its budget, its investigatmg techni.
ques, and finally the unsuccessful ef-
fort of erstwhile chajrman Henry B.
Gonzalez (D-Tex.) to fire chief com-
mittee counsel Rxchard A. Sprague,
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S Continued From A-1
. million to cover the rest of'1977 and
that he was supporting the new fig-
ure. :

‘The camniittee was represented by
its new chairman, Rep. Louis Stokes
of Ohio; Del. Walter Fauntroy of the
District, chairman of its subcommit-
tee on the murder of the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr., and Rep. Richard-
son Preyer of North Carolina, who
heads . the subcommittee on the
assassination of John F. Kennedy.

The committee representatives
were to meet later today with mem-
bers of the House Rules Committee,
which must approve any resolution to
authorizé*the continued investigation
past March 31.

THE COMMITTEE’S PURPOSE
— to reopen the King and Kennedy

‘murder-¢cases to. 1 linger-

Ary to disp
~ihg doubts abdut thate S hre become

lost in a digpute between its former

chairman,
Tex., and -its staff director, former
Philadelphia prosectuor Richard
Sprague, over who was in charge. -
Sprague’s proposals, sincé drop-

ped, suggesting use of sophisticated-

electronic investigative equipment
and his $6 million budget request out-
raged a number.of House members,
leading to the confrontation between
Gonzalez and Sprague. Gonzalez quit
when other committee members re-
fused to support his firing of
Sprague. o :
For the past two weeks Stokes and
other members of the committee
have been on a major public rela:
tions campaign to prove that serious
questions remain about the Kennedy
and King assassinations, and that a
congressional inquiry could answer
them. They seem to have raised
more. questions about the King kill-

ep. Henry Gonzalez, D- -

" bers of the ¢ompuittee

“indicated that W

‘mittee since the'

“working tirelessly” since

ing, but 'O'Nell
that ‘he suppirts th
sire to “keep both cases alkv

NEITHER O'NEILL por "W
would go into much detail about,
fertile investigative fields.

ing this morning’s meeti

Neill did " say’

sumed the ‘chairmanship "¢
panelon the right track.

Among moves: taken by the

changed hands> - - v
¢ All the physical evideiicea
James Earl Ray in the King my
was subpoenaed from by Cp
Tenn., officials, . and . pablic
ceived by the committee. .- -
o Arrangemerits were made {6 #iter-
view Ray in Tennessee -lathiu4liis
week. He :pleaded’ guilty. 0"}
King eight years ago and is:
99-year term,

FIEERT SR
LR -
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program founded by Carter.

OURT

Continned From A-1

E_ FACT THAT Congress
d its: mind in 1972 and decided
at the sexes equally in calculat- 3
vial Security pensions, the
said, made no difference in
he 'validity of the old

On March 2 the court ruled 5-4 that
it is unconstitutional to treat widows
better than widowers in determining
their federal pensions.

IN STRIKING DOWN that
sion, the court sdid that it was based
upon “‘a traqlmonal way' of thinking

out females’’ by Congress.

When it struck down the better
treatment for widows, the court fore-
shadowed a ruling that also would
strike down another part of Social Se-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

._United Press International

' TO JOIN D.C. CHURCH—-President and Mrs. Carter leave the First

‘Church here yesterday accompanied by daughter Amy and her purse- -

Muary Fitzpatrick (left), whom the oolﬁgegltion recommended for
hip. Fitzpatrick was released from a

could care for Ay in the White House. She first met the Carters when

at was governor of Georgia and she took care of Amy under a state

murder sentence. recently.

rovi- .

expensive, '!'here isa lot of resentm
reaucracy.” -
There also is some congressions
about how much Carter can accom
port it in a general sense,’” say:

. Moffett, D-Conn., a member of the

Operations Commmee

‘‘But I worked at HEW for three y
ple who have been in the executive de
more skeptical. The energy depart:
ization put a lot of functions under o
added a lot of supergrades. You just :
and labels around.””

“Reorganization probably won't s:
won’t make any great changes,’’
veteran. ‘‘But it’s a renewal, a
chance to turn the soil over.”

Nevertheless there is obviously enc
tial for difficulties. No one knows yet
will propose that will create pressu
cial interests. And the cofigressmen
prove they can face down the lobbyist

It also is unclear how much fallou
from the outrage over the 19 water p
struck from his budget amendments
ruffled congressional feelings from
pointments, failures tn cancisle st «
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP)
— U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder,
R-Ky., says he has referred
to the House Assassination
Committee a retired police
officer who claims FBI
agents propositioned him to
kill Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.

In statements broadcast

vFrridi‘lry”“gn WHAS-TV,
ga R

Snyder said the former
officer, who he declined to
name, has a tape recording
of a purported conversation
between himself and FBI
agents in which an alleged
suggestion was made to
murder King.

According to Snyder, the

former policeman ‘“‘names
three FBI officers (and)

e

Rep. Snyder Claims Letter Ties ~—
FBI To King Assassination Try |

three or four prominent
people at that time in the
police department (and)
indicates that the offer was
made on two occasions in
his automobile where he
had a tape’'recorder.”

Snyder, who represents |

Kentucky’s 4th District,
declined to name dates and
the city where the pur-

ported offers were made.

Snyder also declined to
specify whether the former

officer was from Kentucky. .
He said the man contacted :
him by letter recently and :
- that he later met the man

and listened to one tape :
_ recording. :

Part of the tape was in-
audible, Snyder said, but he
was able to discern that the

subject ~was  King's
assassination. = .
" “I'have talked to him and

‘inmy opinion he appears to .

be a responsible citizen and .
[ think these kinds of leads
need to be checked out,””
Snyder said. :

Snyder sa l,d
Assassinations Committee
now has the tape recording
and is investigating the -
matter.

King was assassinated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.
The Assassinations

Committee recently said it

had new information on
King's murder, but has not
produced any evidence of
involvement by anyone -
other than the convicted

_killer, James Earl Ray——
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Title _HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE

I SAC, ON ASSASSINATIONS (MARTIN
[ ASAC LUTHER KING; JR. ) ———
(] Supv.
("} Agent
[ SE

SC
- RE:
1cc
] Steno
(1 Clerk [ Rotor #:

ACTION DESIRED

[ Acknowledge []Open Case
[ Assign Reassign (] Prepare lead cards
[} Bring file [ Prepare tickler
] Cell me () Return assignment card
1 Correct [ Returm file
] Deadline [ Search and return
[ ) Deadline passed [ ) See me
[ Delinquent [ ] Serial #
[ Discontinue T1Post []JRecharge [ ] Retum
] Expedite [ Send to
[ JFile [ ]Submit new charge out
[ ] For information [ Submit report by
JHondle [ Type

[ Initial & return
{_]Leads need attention
[ JReturn with explanation or notation as to action taken.

Attached hereto are sundry articles from
various newspapers in, Kentucky concerning

captioned matteiﬁﬁﬁeﬁ%’ - "gtf

'l # Bureau (Enc.‘5) 4

T - LS (100-4583) s 4 MY S. CZARNECKI
A V.

EVA:cam (2)

See reverse side Office

GPO - 1973 526-720
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Sﬁ'}fder Contacted By Man
Who | Claims T
%‘ﬂotted-j’}‘o Kill

&= ByBILL HENDRICK reci)rding the man said he made

Associated Press Writer
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — Rep.
Gene Snyder, R-Ky., said Saturday the
House Assassinations Committee is
investigating an allegation from a
“logical, rational” man who claims
several members of a police depart-

ment and FBI agents plotted to kill Dr.

Martin Luther King Jr.

Snyder said he met the man ““face to
;face” and that “he appeared to be
" rational, a logical kind of man.”

Snyder said he received a letter from

. the man and listened to a tape

g4 AR11Y 1977,

alleged assassination plot. He refused
to say whether the man or the police
department involved were in Ken-
tucky.

Asked why the man contacted him
and let him listen to a copy of the tape
recording, Snyder said “*he may have
just been looking for someone with
nerve, a fighter.” |

Snyder read part of the letter and
used the word “blank’ where the man
had used names. :

“I retired from (blank) police

epartment in (blank) after serving

Iblank) years,” the letter said. “While \,
{ was in the police department I was
innocently involved in a conspiracy to

‘assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King.

“Involved in this conspiracy were
agents of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigtion, agents (blank), (blank) and
(blank) and others that I did not
know,”’ Snyder said, continuing to read
the letter. “Members of the (blank)
police department, chief of detectives, _
captain (blank), lieutenant . (blank), }
Jeficer (blank), licutenant (blank) of |i
he homicide bureau and president of }:
he FOP sergeant { blank).” v

“\
¢
Y

NOT RFORDED
191 f,\‘. . J :J‘.I.-'/'
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TFOB stands for Fraternal Ord?l" of
Folice, a collective bargaining
Jgamzatlon for police officers.

Snyder said he could not divulge the
names listed in the letter or the
identity of the man who contacted him.

“What I'm saying,” Snyder said, “‘is
those blanks need io be protected if
there’s nothing to this. And if it is an
accurate allegation that he’s made,
hen the author of the letter needs to be
frotected. The committee is in-

/ ‘estigating it.”

! Snyder said the man “mdlca/es‘

further in the letter that after ke
retired he contacted who he says is
James Earl Ray’s attorney....”

Ray is serving a life term in prison in
connection with the assassinaton of the
late civil rights worker who was slain
in Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.

- Snyder said the former policeman
claimed he was offered $500,000 on two
occasions to kill King.

Richard A. Sprague, the
Philadelphia attorney who is chief
counsel for the assassinations com-
mittee, confirmed Snyder had turned
over material containing the
allegation. . .

2

“The matter you refer to has been
referred to the committee and is under
investigation,’ Sprague said.

Snyder said he would vote to con-
tinue funds for the committee’s con-
tinued existence solely on the basis of
the allegation brought to him.

The former policeman, Snyder said,
tried to turn over a tape recording of
the alleged $500,000 offer. to Ray’s
attorneys but finally was asked by one
of the attorneys’ investigators ‘‘where
he planned to hide if he tried to do

T‘anythmg with the tape.”

i Snyder said he has discussed thq
allegauon with Rep. Samuel L. Deving
¢ of Ohio, the ranking minority member

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

of the committee. Devine, a forme
FBI agent, checked into the man’s
background and found him to be a
‘“‘solid citizen,’” Snyder said.

Snyder said the man told him the
offers for him to kill King were made
in his automobile, where he had a tape ,
recorder. Snyder quoted the man as
saying he had two tapes, one of which
was either stolen or lost.
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5 ¢\ iyleveshiah O'Leary .- -~ now headed by Chairman Louis H U M
i nmmsmsmwm« : Stokes, D-Ohio, and Sprague has ac * 2l 8 N
The House Assassinations Commit. Knowledged ‘that its allegations are o
hasmeiﬁedtwonewrepo to  being investigated. 1;
In connection wigh)the th: former: ‘mcfgya?{‘t:; Itl:sfa?:"
-F ,v
murder df Br. Martin Luther King' and hleka ars ‘“.’; a "ratiodn;l
1 oo logical kind of man.% Snyder said he
sfy:er,emn .x;f"g:;d ab ovﬁfe’r received the letter last month :uul
. who' claims the FBI -8is0 listened to a tape recordmf
.zm and police officers, ired - Than said he made of the al eged
~ to'till the civil rights leader and that uﬁs::gagio:“l:t it had no comment
_"_bebas twice oﬂ 1°$500,000 to kxll becausetheuﬁtterisundercongresw'
other is ‘a-copyrighted amcle - sionalinvestigation. -

New 'l'imes magazine which '
that Ray's m)?mmus hich  gNYDER WOULD NOT say what

ploger "ml" was ”‘uy Ray 'S OWR police department was lnvolved or

er, Jorry, ,em if.it was in Kentuck J He read .
“fhese allegations were made. the letter to the Auociat ?ress but
lic -4-,, A‘ dejeted all names, sayi on y that The Washington Post
: &s“ red to ‘Brushy the plat involved three FBI agents. , _
prepa " :10 rus y and ‘three or four policemen.” Washington Star-News (
tain Penite g Tememc, &n er . said he did not know hy Daily News (New York)
4 _“’week to  inf Kj‘tay. a% the former pﬂﬁmn o '::m aily News (New York)
X . d guilty to slaying 1968 - He said the man m&“g;‘ put in. The New York Times
e w“"‘“te““dm”ym injail.  oieh with' the assassinations’ com- The Wall Street Journal
- IKE m NEVER muﬁgd under . mittee, : The National Observer
- CBOl!t what' he knows of The New T $ mle by DﬂVid s The Los Angeles Times

‘.ph‘isr ‘murder. The committee. ls Lifton and Je! . T Cohen. also has‘ een

: it gegs authority and
its March 31 cutoff date.
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