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PETROS, Tenn., Juno 13 — Janies 
Earl Ray’s compelling bid 
dom, begun with a well-planned but 
avw _ _l.ia HfdMn wall

55 hours earlier, ended at 2:30 an.’ 
today with his,apprehension in the 
ragged Cumberland.Mountains. '

limy wing to await further action ,^
Star! Hill Jr., 34, was arrestedat

11:10 last night in a coal camp ite 
Deyonia, about 3 mUes* from the 
E'^tt,t ^ Stay .and five others 
fled Friday #* “
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At tike same time,- officers spotted 
“two other inmates that fit the descrip­
tion of James Earl Ray and Douglas 
Shelton,” said Brushy Mountain Warden । 
Stonney R. Lane. A 500-square-yard 
area near the Cumberland Coal Co. 
mining camp Was stated Off, and wthot- 
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security; one-fourth of the north wallBy Bill Curry
is the sheer sedimentary rock-faced

prison, walls joins the mountain sol- kitchen workeridm

woods, into the n

W

is trouble dr rumors of trouble.
So the props were in place Friday

writhed seemingly in pain from anap- 
parent injury tohis leg. *

low Was HDoneSoEas
The ladder weht Upail 

oyer the wall, aroug£\ . w«jpxin»tan Post suit writer js the sheer sedimentary rock-faced
' I^TROi Tenn., June Obe regu- cliffthat rises above. The thick Stone- „. b 
Iar'a$9r-di|jner headcount in the A block wallthat forms the rest of the ^5 
andBwtogs of Brushy Mountain prison walls joins the mountain sol- kitchen workerdec^* 
State Prison had been completed ^ M a barbed wire carrying 2,300 then a seventh and 
ahoUt 6 p.jn. Friday when the guard’s ‘ volts ^ electricity tops it. Oge hundred yards awty,
voice came lover the loudspeaker. . There are 16 to 18 inches , of . space ybnd the closest manned

“Tito-yard,” the voice said, and,# between the top of the wall and the . «“# 1116 report of 
of the. pris<ms4Q0 W wire, M in the northwest corner, < more and mote. 0 

Moding James Earl Ray, file<8 ®“ ^ ^ 'WMaly to leave teventir man, to 
&toThe fetyeatibn yard. By 7^0, how* part of the waH unguarded. w» subse<mently
eya^, the ijormal activity of softball,^ Six ghard toWWs sit on the wall. All ouisia . ^ .
itoraeshoes and basketball had be# but -one, No; 8/hear that northwest The other were j 
broken. Tiiere was a scuffle in the corner, were manned Friday night Of- woods, into the mow 
basketball court A prisoner nearby • ficials say that the added-on tower (it • 

.—i-i-:------,_ 4—— — — js made of wood ihttedd ’ of stone activated, a
. block) has watchmen bhty when there' Matta: ofsecondafHe . 

— —followed the-ri8q», 
phone failure from neairoyte . _ 

night Why this particular Friday, using thein phones at the 4#Miil W 
when Ray was apparentiy nearing tes- the alarm. ;! ' \ t J ' '

. Prison officials had to drive, M 
distance to findworking phones.IHen-' 
derson concedes the existeijce Stf ' a

* Then a shotguh blast from agutad 
tower toward the northwest corner of 
the prison yard reverberated off the 
thick stone walls and sheer mountain 
slopes beyond.

. James Earl Ray and six others had 
climbed a pipe ladder to freedom.

“How does America’s most famous 
prisonerin that maximum security 
prison . . . escape so easily?” asked 
Rep. Louis .Stokes (D-Ohio), chair­
man of the House committee investi­
gating the assassination of John F. 
Kennedy and Ray’s victim, the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr.

timony to the House conunttee, is 
known only to those who broke out. 
But while the inmates tossed horsesh­
oes, played softball and shot baskets, 
a group of men began assembling 
from plumbing pipes a ladder—a long- 
stem curved at the top with stubs of 
pipes sticking out as rungs. Prison of­
ficials theorized the pipe sections had 
been hidden in the recreation yard or 
under the inmates’ clothing.

conspiracy, among so nW-P«^W 
side the prison .Wall*, j^4^.#t 
there is no evidence of
“This is a maximunvsecuritypriifla^ 
he said. “We' have hsricwejSoim ! 
here who can’t get along.TheyMyeby 
the inmates’ code, so you dflftJt^w I 
what’s going to happen? ■< <t^ I

But for all his notoriety, all the r 
aura of conspiracy that has attached 
to him, all the unanswered questions, 
James Bad Ray is to prison officials 
here essentially just another long- 
termer in, a fortress of dangerous 
8®>- . ' . ■ ? .

■ “We have people here who are more 
dangerous than Ray,” says the state 
commissioner of- correction, Murray 
Henderson. “I think we have a man . 
more dangerous” among those who es­
caped, he added in reference to Larry 
E .s lacker, who was recaptured hours

“Everybody here is under observa­
tion alj the time,”. Henderson said. It 
ik after all, the state’s tightest secu­
rity facility. “Listen, you cant keep a 
manlockedupandlocked down [24 
hoursa day]. The courts won’t let 
you.”
^AftdtoU Jpdge in 1971 ordered Ray 

rt. saved from' the virtually continu- 
dus confinement in which he had been 
k<jgt,es«ntirily for his own protec­
tion, MM he be placed in the gen-, 

- May was te

Ray Apprehended in Tennessee • 
55 Hours After Prison Break -

RAY, From Al

Hacker was arrested early yesterday 
in a church at Beech Grove where he 
had taken refuge after being flushed 
out of a nearby stream. Hacker, 32, 
who is serving 28 years on conviction

statements that Ray, who ftasdisa- 
vowed his confession of ~R^yg^lM8 
killing and has said insteafttlMikha 
only bought the rifle fdrx>®erij was 
freed by those Wanting htok j^i.1^ 
unavailable to the HoUse j *
tions Committee. The 

of robbery with a dangerous weapon • been' investigating the ’’, 
and safecracking, had worked in the King and President Keufiddy 

as officials’ investigations

an

k extended outside the

prison plumbing shop. He had es­
caped Nov. 4 and remained free until
April 27.. .

The three prisoners Who were reap 
prehended prior to yesterday are being 
heldin the prison’s “B” block, itsdis- 
ciplinary facility. They have been 
questioned. Lane said, but nothing 
wasletteed. "

or

Mmurders.
Lane stud Ray’s brother,^ 

visited Ray last vad^M 
officials have no ii 
Jerry Ray, "“ 
back in th 
tors since,

Henderson spoke today of 
“distraction” and “negligence,” but ‘ 
later revised that to say that if negli­
gence is found disciplinary action will 
betaken. . -

Ray, for all Intents and purposes, 
was jiist another prisoner. Housed in 
the A Wing, he worked in the prison 
liiind^, had adcCs's to other inmates 
and was extended normal recreation 
yard privileges. He also, however, con- 
ouetpd-fnediainterviews here, and has 
been visited by members of the House 
Assassinations Committee.

Brushy Mountain Prison, wedged in 
the crevice of a valley between steep, 
precarious and wooded mountains,. 
would normally look forboding, but 
for thedominance of the Cumberland. 
Yet the mountains are part of, the
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Is Appr ehen<
' .^M Carry
..^ooW^nPortauawriter .

Tenn. , June 13 —* James

► over a state prison wall 
earlier, ended at 2:30 a.m. 

apprehension in the 
Mountains.

t' came with little drama 
nt sign teat tee con- 
of dvil rights leader 

King Jr. had been 
other than tee fellow 

hefted with.

His escape began with all the drama 
of a late movie—a phony and M- 
versionary prison-yard fight—but un­
folded with near script-like precision. 
Authorities captured four of his ac- 
compUeesone by one before dosing 
in on the most wanted man in Amer, 
ica. \

Eol BQl Jr., a 34-year-old Tennessean 
serving two life terms for the 1967 
murder of a vacationing Washington, 
D.C., p6Hceman andtee rape and wound* 
ing of tee officer’s wife.

At tee state time, officers spotted 
__  "two other inmates that fit the descrip- 

His odyssey turned toward custody tion of James Earl Ray andDouglas 
at about 10:301ast.night when repidente Shelton,” ssidBrushy Mountain Warden 
of Devonia, about dght miles iMKte- Stonney R. Lane. A 50Osquare-yard 
east of tee Brushy Mountain State . area near tee Cumberland Coal Co. 
Penitentiary, reported seeing ( three mining camp was sealed off, and author­
strangers in their commupityi Police^ ifies rioted in. .
responded and soon took into custody Ray, 49, was expected to be returned

Controversy!

teinVa.

By Mairgot Hornblower 
WkrtUngton Port Start Writer 

The Garter administration is on 
the -vei^e-of allbwing construction 
of t h e controversial Seabrook, 
N.H., nuclear power plant, which 
has becomea pationwide symbol 
mthebattleover atomicenergy. , 

EnyiwuimeritidProte^^
' psugWs M W
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Kay,4OtnerConvicts Remain at Large
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• ■_ bii&£pf PrdsiddW

. Officials saM that 
hlkW ambng 11® esc 
escape from .the state’s mostsecurd 

of pikHohi®. DSjvJs ffiltfWe.i^,
-4^iSJi’.OnW^ Mouhli^ ’ 

“J&e^flpftity houpe§.'406 'prK<ftier^\
<300 fockbd Up betuhd the #aiis arid ' 
3S* . i^l^s pn.)h<^oifs' 

Some -250 . cprrertifin^-^c^'5

- ?m»® 

viile police Capt.^Bin Beck flew F^,; 
agents with “special equipment” over '1 
the area and returned them to Knox- 4 
ville for whgt apparently, was proc- 
essinj; Wl#tire| fifth.5 * ’ * 'j ’. , \, 

Brushy Mountain prison is ringed ' 
by i^iitetai^'j^ sjfcfn#; |o; Jhe* 

i north’ reaching elevations of 2,960 
feet. Dense,sroWi of JlarthvQqd*fprest* 
and the numerous, broken limestone* 
rocks make ■ waiting Uje- ridges prdu- 
ous^gping. ^trip-mmeES, |() v^er, 'Jave 
ringeA-tbie mpijnt^ins with lsd$a§ Qfs: 
“benches” — equivalent to ,rbga^ «A j 
that run ^e. nfop^tajn^pa for milps.r

■ <jygjkimj/tM b^^ ca^sijhsi^

night. ^he- obscyredK lOOjioot dropaffs , 
Wke^walking or. ruhnihg dangerous.. j 
tWeM W^p^f .^;

^B^M
»i -«»il9>

. $^^*-“^^^ % ^’ ^^.^ ^^ M?wasmR ^ *. ■

j„* Mst pa
*s ^ar

.1 ((>

NORTH

CAROLINA

The prison is located! a mile ftom the ebal

*a9^;^

’iiay''haci'b&n-iwu^ and.to return them to custody without
W.«^ to ■ —-
special .$emu’U#< precautions,., "Asfen,.

locked,4aw*,” pender?^.--saiaL^T,^^
CQUrA WP<W M^MM^i 5i

a^'Jb^^ift" He adde^i “Th^. ex- 

cpngr^ipp^, ^itptaef iny?^^ 
of the' dairies' Earl Ray case make it

' Tfte panics ^‘ncarbtf^w^ 
volumes about iheire  ̂
For,, example,, there .is -Chaijiels ta9hiMWittntM*e«ir«ctt^ 
Branch, "’’TS^lnvlire^ C^ntle,; .Jw%K cera ilo uses aiL possible restraint in 
bright, Deter Lodge ^nd <jrimsley5 is - 7 their efforts to capture the prisoners

Late this afternoon,: Gov. Ray
tow a^jjieilws dir^te4 Twiasaee

cent !to usei aiL possible restraint in

‘H.^ ^i^^tW. said that nei- 
^'^W^ W- WA the 
convict. ipiiadf|iij^le ■ attempting; to. 
es^«K^ad^e^i»teKw^^ a >

The escape .purred Just, yards:ifli&ratiyAthatJhebe wM^ .
t^i&sawa^ ^-the eiirlies£jpqssib}e from the jw^ ^.S watchtower, 
momAt.?, ,' f , 7, a white, Wooden observation post that,

Deputy warden Davis said! that offi- ^“h say-kused only when there
cials had met with .representatives , of ikyriUMLe or indications-of trouble. •
the House A^sasiriatibnS 7C^hlitS^e 
today but said he did riot know the 
purpose or the outcome of the meet­
ing.

Davis acknowledged that it had
probably taken the prisoners Some 
time to join their pipe ladder to­
gether, hook it on the prison wall hrid 
climb slowly to freedom.

“It was the fault of someone,” he .
said. “Any time you have an escape 
from a prison, it’s the fault of some­
one.” .

He said he anticipated an inyestiga-

kA guard in a watchtower perhaps 
100 yards aCross the recreation yard 
fired the first of numerous shots. Offi-

and the wdundlni: ,ami rapee of Bhi-

• Lawmens origi## believed; they, 
had Ray.andahis cohorts hemmed into 
a fiye-mile-square area immediately 
adjacent 10 theTpris0n,buy at midday 
they expiandwl flie area; 4! * ? <

, Gliiirles- Bass of’the state ^prison sys­
tem said this was-done’“because the 
dogsappeared to have two hot trails” 
that took them outbide the previously 
designated search area. .

A light rain feH briefly this morn- 
cials said all roads in the area were ing but quit before it wiped out the
sealed within 30 minutes Of the es^
cape.

scents the bloodhounds were tracking. 
The dingy little coal town of Petros,

. All seven prisoners were serving ’ one mile from the prison and the 
harsh sentences due to expire in the home of the prison’s ,-wprk force, 
1990s dr later, if ever.

One of those still free IS' Earl Hill 
Jf., 34. A Tennessean, he was serving 
two life'sentences for the 1967 shoot­
ing death of a vacationing Washing- 
tdn, D.C., policeman, Lowell E. Bailey,

looked like it does any other day, Two 
of the town’s four stores, Hunters 
Grocery and Gunter’s Grocery, sta­
tioned within site of each other at op­
posite ends of the town, were open for 
business. ‘ , . ,

town of
?J-.r j.-'J & <5* KT

. JeanwiWiKiK^q&fe^^
the massive manhunt in i,h$ ;arfta was 
‘ioQfbigjfldpg.s
’ “There HaveiesW.'lbts of otbenes- 
capes !b«i»ei[’, slie «Uir SBBfflpgly, 
“but' thbf^itrasft't Wiofato ’excite-
ment, because Ray-'wasn'bfinhbtyhd. 
Wkie iifetftfat^iijiM^*.-^ ^sv

^hiei the' jiews of; the os^^Mte, 
she said,, “eW^body Jpide^ up their 
guns and got ready —io big tiding^

Those still remaining at large be­
sides Ray and Hill are:' 7&

• Larry, p. Hacker^ 32, seridng^28 
years on- robbery . with,, a -.deadly 
weapon and safecrackingconyictibhs.

• Donald Ray Caylor, 24,servjng 51 
years on armed robbery,'assault ^tth 
intent ,to„ commit murder and jail'es­
cape convictions. ' 7”
4 ,1 Douglas Shelton, 32, seiving 68 

years on felonious assault; firjt-degree 
murder and grand larceny corivittioris.
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Jotld import 3.5 
ity 1985 was re- 

^Preri|d|ent Carter .the day he 
told tee American, people that-his en- 

^eW ’plhn'was “lite moral equivalent 
turf, mm*,r ‘ 7 - z

’^&«&6WMn3B*t j:
The study estimates that by 198(1 

the 3oviets,.wm<«xport s^ut 336shd# 
lion barrels of oila year and .26 billion 

. . cM1^WWW#W» T
A ■copy* of te'iMji1; wh^te exH 

petfri'toberiliiMedearly.W.vlBekj 
was kilned- by <3ch$ WashteetoniPost 
ftm^|^^|ie«e, w^.„, 3

Bote tee Soviet Union add ..tee PeM 
' Me^^bpubtfcW;^ itit’esi 
'^etawWs ri^^’Hpot^ni Orrim^ 

porters of oil intlse, peribld eriding 4 
1990,” the study concludes. »

''iskeSabbuHJie?accuracy p? the 
Sovi^eimrg^objeetivte over ®rpnext J^S^^-^

• MaintaMirigeeif-sufficiM^'te , toieiBelWis.rMiy an engineering
^er&dMmhbdihi^^ ^^^^T®!^*
i ~ Servicing East “Europeffli 1 blbc 'JiWf ^^'■W^4evelopeds<> 'W#>
•e#M#-r^ ms te« m» iiri *ul Sa • M ^«RWWy  WV 

i • .uaitein& pa nfrinatiteabgaScex- ta'A’W Ww iw«l with .a^poctety 
ports to finance trade with Western iW SWfeM?%lTesM4^ nearly 
industrialized countries. • SW%iiaiMBffl on"' p^m^tt sL*

Last year the Soviets imported 150,- J ' ...........

f^*) U

i s: role X
'' 'Wh^ i#g.tl,^le^ Mfr&mmpnly^Bfijse^ ind^strijcit- 
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OOO4 
from

•5« ^ii** ?W,H' iarn^^

tsn'
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* a &deWselfwinding ^ with stainless steeitcase: andv14kt. gold h
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' cl.

jV the CIA repurchased:bn U.S. oil 
Wlw studies, i$i released at the 
j upging of james ll?.' Schlesinger Jr., 
«President’s energy adviser, amid 
^pffltUll^i that the administration ■ 
[ ytesl&yfhg ^ crisis atmos-
IpW&u the President unveiled Ms 
I'.eh^Huplah. Schlesingei’headed the 
5'^881^ the Nixon administration. 
lil'llKa!#!«:C0W^ study ,W', 
Mkmvw* team /headed hy Dr. Her-

Last year the Soviet Union led 
world. 4 produntloK primping 10.4 
mU«$^g»l«»»M|lfti barrel^; 

. a daji>^ titen^Mwa^wabia. Acji
cording to ires,
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oil «< 4 ^eMM Wuntries if 
1976 in pursuit of “hard currencies.'^ 

! in tte*pW Soviet oil exports- have 
been direct^. ^ tai
meetingtheoil-needsof the CommuJ 
nist blOfe cOufttries; fi-bm Eastara'Eu/ 
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1973, the Soviets have used ofl to earh;
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Hg4#>^
To Probe Rfty’s Esrfl^ :

■ < Sy Geoi^w L^
” JVMhfiigtonWoit Staff Witter. ’ . '^ 

The Chnbrthn of %$ Hob^^ *
naao^^msMt^e'saidpeeMrdayWt*-
it'wttMtct its'owAihvestigafiraJ

prison in Tennessee. ‘s '::
“I think we have to do it,” said 

Chairman Louis Stokes (D-Ohio). 
“Here we have a famous prisoner who 
is the focal point of a congressional 
investigation and he escapes from a 

. maximum security institution. 1 thrf 
we’d be subject to criticism if waju« 
accepted whatever investigations|that 
other authorities make.” I ‘

tiave some funds'athisdisposal.“I 
have isiformatron that Ray was-getting 
a large Amount of money” hrcdin^\ 
tion with some of the<i>eoent>^ubMohyi > 
ova* tbe'King murder; the dMttnfai 
sgiajiwiWwntielhbortftiriM.s-tow onw nua 
:JThe.excape quickly fueled A wrae 
variety of speculation about its man- 
net and mptiyation. It was Ray’s third 
etfenpt^Ascape from Brushy Moun- 
&in. He made Several attempts to ee
cape from other prison? and he suc-

■ cessfully broke ou^^ the Missou^^ 
State Penitentiary j^jifferson City Jn 4

The convicted assassin of the (Rev. h 
Martin Luther King Jr., Ray wa^still ' >
at large last night after he and six 
other men scaled the wall at Brushy 

> Mountain State Prison, where hei had 
been, serving a 99-year term for the 
murder. One of the men in th| A> 
cape and was captured almost! im­

’ mediately, while another escape^ was 
caught yesterday. 4 b

Two investigators for the contact- " 
tee, chief deputy counsel Robert Leh­
ner and his top investigator, Edward 
Evans, were dispatched to Tennessee
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^ Jef(«W^

time he’s tried to (escape from various 
pihonS|’’r '

and are expected to report back to the -McMillan doubted Itiiat“there’s any . I 
committee fqr a hearing late Monday Jifei^® * 
morning. 1 escap

“I’m going to propose that we eoh- R^ ®sse 
duct our own investigation of alt tlje W *
circumstances surrounding thei.es- !>§»* **» 
cape” Stokes said, adding that i£eh- telL-he had theS. 
ner’s initial report from the field toll it to. And 8 
raised some doubts in his mind spoilt press for a decide 
how secure the Tennessee Pdw4ji^j^JJ^?.S*S®W
ally is. Although the prison wait

11^ ?the other in< 
' Re Mt he 

I is?. If h 
few £ 
laM 

leomrnitt
is 

her

s laW&er'tbr
topped with .electrified barbed 
Stokes said he understood that the 
wire stops short of one corner, where _ . 
prisoners Plight squeeze around it \ and in the 
;without too much difficulty. ' ------------
■ Stokes spiel committee investigators . 
had interviewed Ray half a dozen 
tithes thifc year for the inquiry that 
the House authorized last September 
jnto the April, 1968, murder of King. 

■ “Obviously this was organized on 
the inside, at least, and it was con# 
ratorial in nature,” Stokes said of the 
escape. “I guess the fear I have is 
whether there was outside participa- 

, tion in the matter also, and, if so, for 
what purpose. One possibility is that 

i it was an attempt to get Ray to a 
I place where he will never he found 
* again. Another possibility is that R

w«ra<M«wt-4» ; ' , ' •' ""
him. Ths question is whether he'jai’ij' -J 
wising participant or whether he '

simply given

get a ne

felt

e was

tely al 
Jt took him i

almost 
guilty, 
years 
Ing, 
Court
her.” ;

Ray the 
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sel, Richard 
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The New York Times------  
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fitfl get ah evide.__^,____ ,. 
said. “The U.S. ’Supreme 
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his hopes in the 
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.Tom
Difbttpt {ettBiWM^tiri* 
m^jS^tit^utleffort w#eU

general Grf&V B. Beu 
iHent Carts? Oftthe'es- 
l ,.ta. tdephon«fc0>
■am tikA Pota^.l&e\n]y 
e the&Jew; joii&dihe 

state’s Aoit secure 
^__jcurity prison'bft'the^ptir 
irf tfi ftoment. Davis said the Ust 
^ilNt at Brushy MMUdHWi in

*<#R^#!tyJ®W.MjPW!ners- 
#| locked tip behind the ‘ W an* 
IWta tatty fi®ti«'W MMtohSi 
i>Wtef. ' . 'tMt^^1-^

Seme ' ’’sflSJtrt,
: Ahf^MMi aft ettn^ar*
K^Osd _arO'invofr & search,,
generally confined te a 10-mile radius

mWW^^JJE

^^ 1m directed W*^ 
ton said he ^^*4^* 
law enforce

te

of the Itt^| 
imperative ' “

moment.*!
Deputy^ 

cialshad^ 
the House

J^^ea^.'^

Se

fcd that Op­
tatives. of 

fcCosaftiittee
agents with Wei# equipment” over 
the area and Returned them tqKnox- 
ViHe^fOr tyhat apparent^ wSHTproc- 
taingbFinfraredfilm. ., 
'wM^ wtew'1w^^4«j 
by high mountains, with some to the 
•fflt, realising. elevations jol • 2,880 
ftt Dense growth of hkrdwood forest 
ipd the mmaereusbrokenlimestone 
hj^ts make walking the ridges ard^ 
£«&going. Stripuniners, however, have 
a&ged the m«^t#ns with ledges or 
“addies" — equivalent to roads -^- 
^rjn the^jiountaintopsforrpiles.
' aUurfhthe benches'ean substan- 

y inicrease a walke?spac& big at 
wed; l#ta (fropoffs 
or mining dangerous.

^ it‘ the ,BiRg. to &is 
'ft ' atrippii&thewareac-
tiveand £Smd<^deehinW

WM »_ , _ M ..know the 
purpose ot #se outcome of the meet­
ing. * ’ ’ : \

Davis acknowledged that it h# 
pfobabiy takeii the prisoners .sR. 
time .4o join their pipe ladder ^ 
gether. hook it on the prison wall M 
cltfnb * ’ .'

officials

meone ” he 
an escape 

of some-

W’’ 
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^

By George Lardner *-/ ~ stM also hinted that-Ray might 
t, wmiuti«MMt!twiM» - , have Me funds at his disposal? 711* 

rirthat Shy was getting 
ftfinoney'-’ incopnec- 

ofthereCeat-pubiicity 
•der, the chairman

W 
inf

en

san

was caught yesterday, 
T f-

hBe;'.

Mm from, a fc.maaMum: storty W

^^M we'have. to do it,” said vafie^o® 
dnitmin' Louis SM ——— —
•’Hoew'hve a to’ 
h'Me fei#. MM* <— 
inv«Kgation and hd estopfi

(D-Ohio). ./^Mg' 
who - /f

BeHy fueled a wide 
on about its maa- 
vlt was Ray’s thhd,

Jit Security ihftttutiQpn^hihk ® MT broke 
t^aMtoW. to criticism it we just 
^g#to Whatever investigation^ that 
other authorities make.” i , 

? ’the convicted assassin- of the Rev. 
fentin Luthen King Jr., .Ray feMSp 
at large lastmight after if MM 
other nfen scaled thet wall ^/Brushy 
Mountain State Prison. where he had * 
bden serving a 98-year\term for Me 
murder. One of Me men was,wounded 
in the escape and was captured ahnost < 
immediately, while another escapee

intends ■ 
loner

JW.;Heremtii 
Mi^m before

a^atte^pte t»> J
wms . and He w

, then Irj^i*, 
'FfW**'.

’ Two investigators for the commit- ierackfc. I ttonkthfeiS&^ut thAeighth^ 
tee, phiet deputy touhsel Robert L^h- time he’s tried to egcafte'from various ( 
t^^d lifs-top investigator, Edward ,®^” » ,, aS? ’ F
|Ha&, .wW? dispatched to Tennessee 
and areexpepted t<M^Hba<t|'the 
eoinmittoe foE a heaping lateMoiii^y 

rsftit.^** 
fet our

cape/ Stokes M. WwW Leh­
ner's initial report'' from1 the ,§eM, 
raised some douMA ip "his mind about? 
fcow secure/the JTenhessee prison «f 
AH# is... Altho)|jjp the, Prison wall- is 
topped -triM Mptriftojd' “barbed wire, 
Stsk^ said m* und&stood that the 
spire stops' short of one dojper,' where 
prisoners might |queeht. around .it

Mi 
committee tg 
a^cess to the

to. 
he 

JbtK.it to.. And

some six jj*t^,: 
James 
simply- 
and in*

f

itdy afte#'fcFw|< 
St. took him more tbaOSVe 

igetap evidentiary , hear- 
" M “The U.S, Supreme 

down last Ddcem-

w to

the wouse amoHan: last aepienwer fu-. 
into the April, lMipm»rder Of Klug?\< Jg® .

“ObviauslythfeVtos wytaiST™ "'1 
the inside^ atleast, and it’ 
ratoitol in nature,” Stokes 
escape. “I 
Whether there #®: 
,tel# thfemtoter
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lle’8 hnoctnl ^^^

contends that he left a

* ., By Marsha Vi#2trg 196B—approximately 36
r^. •itd.iteihMikTk^Hu JnliM ^ ’I6 King waj slain at a

;W»tw™Jgbt,oiK»a«ai» plead guilty ! shooting I’wL dtaTi.u?* !■ ““

WSfflSttr- 'T*—^W?' ’
Chstee, two-hourlnterview conducted Q--who did you leave in the room*
May 29 at Brushy Mountain State A:‘Qne individual 
Prison, the maximum security inhjtus room . \ ’ afiaa mi<
t^eB-Where he was confined untik his 
■escape Friday. ' ;
i " t^arep^ttedly proclaimed his “legal? 
insajwnce’’smd add he was pressured |A. He’s - 
lilto i guilty plea in 1969 by his for* Pounds. I 
mer lawyer, Percy Foreman of Dallas, suppose. I a 
W#»><ih any ways legally guilty,*' , 
Raysaid. “In softer words, I didn't 
shoot him .. . But,J may be in some 
Way partly responsible !or it .. .IpUr- 
chased the weapon and thinks like 
that”

was left in the 
Raoul.That.|s the 

Q:What

(4 guess, 150
Spanish. I

Spanish to*

said:
“That at

’¥fy it' to do ajl 
would; haveshad toM, t 
have to admit to that sti 
he shot Ki#g) based on 
they had me in^-Berty F 
trial judge and the proSee

That “stipulation,” sifii 
agreed too$ March IS; ltW^| 
a plea bargata that he'' 
year# insteii of the death

£ But he declared he had no idea that 
,_tery man, “Raoul,” who h^ 
rnished the money for the rifle, 
idea of shooting King.

understand the difference be'- 
knowing and unknowing ..-. 
got ha be an intent.”

Wk lawyer, Jack Kershaw of 
& present during the ihter-

, the nationally known 
defender, put him “in a 

jtHUng him. that the chance# 
“her' sent” W "that he would

-eteciric/chair. He was

Mexicans 
looked at 
than run 
looked Ilk 
commit! 
ture he lo 
not him, it 
to him wl 
trial.

• and, Fye 
s. RatBer 

| of what he 
the House 

one pic* 
ugh it was 

lose enough 
could use it in a

uted by the government in'<^ 
' along with a guilty plea.

■ a ■stipniatiph that he 
that'1 killed KMi Mw- 

it«#false: ■ ' *
-about his being a “racist” 

are-exaggerated and distorted* 
. • He. pad neyer heard about King 

(“orotnerpolitlcalfigures” in any ebn- 
scious way prior to King’s death.

• ^ was in the vicinity of the King 
murderat the time but was notaware 
of what had happened until he heagd 
It on fl radio. . . u

W'Wiilai a piciufe w a 
like Raoul»'jg«d R 

essionaliii.

Ray carhe to the interview wearing 
prison denim# with a gold wind­
breaker. His high-top shoes were 
hook-laced. _ '

lAi black hair is greying fast at the 
temples. There were *no Signs of the 
prison pallor which penal authorities 
reported had made him seem emaci­
ated more than a year afc&z

with Kershaw at his. left and this 
reporter across the table from them, 
Ray spoke calmly in a voice that seems 
slightly high-pitched. Except for Occa­
sional, casual hand gestures, he was 
undemonstrative.

He seemed slightly nervous at the 
outset of the discussion when Tennes­
sean photographer Gerald Holly be: 
gan to snapAis photograph. ' j

“Let’s get the pictures over early in 
the. talk,” h& .suggested. But as Jima 
want on he weened to relax.

Ray, a veterah .prison ternate who 
Went much «m 46 years, beMnd 

&S2SS: "- >

April 4, 1968, the,4ez 
^nd a shot from the 
bathroom of. the rooming 
fatally wounded Hr. " 
Xing who was standing on 
Of the LqrraineMoteV

Raylistened again tettitttjhs 
“Of Course, iybu can s^it^i 
tidn or a guilty plea ,, 
'you say in cbtet is' hot1 
tual.” ' .

A: Yes, 
Q: What 
A: I coU 

else at 6:0 
when p 

struggle 
which he 
lawyers—R 

“I’d lite

t?'

if I
said
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Mt .an alias 

J was us-

Of Rao|l, Ray said: “I never did 
ust hini and I assume he never

trusted ns. I know Very few criminals 
yow can trust.” He is certain that 
“Raoul” igan alias—not a real name. 
He added:, 
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■btt to vote 
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He was asked, ’How you feel 
abbot. W people? You arm^bM 
tp have Objected to being transferred. 
Mi prisba to an honor farm because 
there we>e blacks and whites inte­
grated there. That is what a prison of­
ficial has said. What do you say tb 
that?"
\ He repli 
all the;

tije time of 
ipg in the ba

“There _ 
blacks, seven’ 
three or four 
as integrated 
could get.

“I did ask not to

thewasatrested Ji
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fall on alii 
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him and 
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like the fo 
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1 later d^was work,!gunwhowof#

ans, four 
tes and 

♦as about 
as you

— — — g° to the honor 
farm. I was told it was easy to get a 
narcotics charge on you out there 
Marijuana was there ...” -

Q: Back in 1957 they were after 
marijuana violators?

A: Jes. They would fine you five or 
10 years—10 years fpr just one ciga. 
rette. There were blacks out there at 
the farm and the allegations were that 
theywere Using quite a bit of that. 
But in the penitentiary you associate 
with people you have something in 
common with. Mexicans associate 
with-Mexicans; Texans associate with

fact that appar- 
rints were found

/should hav 
as I

the police can chtemrupotT^ou.” ’ 
.Asked about the - ■ - ‘

e»Hy only his finee

too much, 
it was still 
/possibility 

Handled tl^e 
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men all py^it.asmuch
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wrong thenyl 
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tenyions and the fyke—than they would 
n ‘noh^gbvemmental jobs or do you 
hink they have fewer fringe benefits? 
And here are the results: /

’ Mort -
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James Earl Ray and lawyer Jack Kershaw conferring last month In Tennesseeisriscki.
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James Eari Ray

The Justice Department Wire- 
viewed the investigation of the lung 
hnurder and on Feb. 18 issuedits 
final report, saytag: r.

“The task foree has concluded that 
the investigation by the FBI to aw 
certain an#' Capture ' the murderersof 
Dr. Martin Luther KingJr. was thor­
oughly, honestly and successfully con-' 
ducted. The sum of all the evidence 
of Ray’s guilt points to him so excltl- 
sively that it mpst effectively mahes 
the point theft ho ope else was »- 
vojved.” ' / ■ , - '^

Washington Lawyer !
Is Nat Surprised

'. associated Preu

The Washington lawyer who rep­
resented James Earl Ray before the 
Supreme Court said he wasn’t really . 
surprised when Ray escaped from i 
Tennessee prison last night.

James H. Lesar said the admitted-­
assassin of the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr. felt he had no alternative 
but to escape.
. “After Seven years ' of constant
struggle to gain a hearing and re­
opening the case in court, I think he 
simply concluded that the courts’ 
claims to justice were farcical,” the 
lawyer said. ,

Lesar said Ray had discussed his 
’feelings of futility, but had not men­
tioned any plan to escape. Still, he 
said, “I wasn’t really surprised” when 
he heard that his former client had 
broken out of prison.

Ray’s escape “could have been 
avoided if the courts had at any time 
during the past eight years done what 
they were obligated to do, to give him 
the trial he deserved.” Lesar said jn 
a -telephone interview.
’ Lesar represented Ray in a plea to 
the Supreme Court to set aside a cir­
cuit court decision that affirmed * a 
federal district court verdict, in effect 
sanctioning Rhy’s conviction.

Flees Prison "
Ray Mad eontendjbg that his original 

guilty plea had beeacoerced, that he 
had not been adequately represented 
by hir previous attorneys, and that the 
evidence did not show the crime had 
been committed theway the prosecu­
tion had originally contended. -

“Ray has known Ml along that, if 
it had been anyone Other than he and, 
if it had involved any other crime 
than the assassination of Martin Lu­
ther King, he would have go»e to 

trial,” Lesar said. ' . ‘
“Instead, it took him four itot.rf 

strenuous- legal efforts to get an 
dentiary hearing. . ,* ,

Lesar said he had urged Ray to 
continue to seek a new trial. “I felt 
that . . . pressures are building to 
the point, evidence is building to the 
point, that in the not too distant fu­
ture.he could get a trial.” '

He said he had advised Ray not to 
speak with investigators for the House 
probe, which he called a “cynical ex­
ploitation” of Ray. '
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United Press Internationa^

tames trip Thursday. Stead, 10#, chatted with Queen Victoria at her 1897 Jubilee.

> Except for the peculiar case of 
Northern Ireland, the queen presides 
oirer a society distinguished by ex- 
tronrHinowT cnntfl! r»nnnz» «*»J -«i,J —

latest date for which'figures are avail­
able—days lost through strikes were 
lower here than in many other, indus­
trial countries. Strikes were nearly 
twice as frequent over the decade in 
the United States, more than twice ^ 
frequent in Canada and Italy, and

South Africar
U.S. Diplomat

.Frpm News DlsDatches ' r

JOHANNESBURG, June 10 — 
Police detained a white U.S. dip­
lomat and a black American poet 

*, for more than an hour today after 
they entered racially tense Soweto 
township without permits. '

The South African township, 
{ home of 1 million blacks, has been 
the sce^ of student jdisturbances,: 
including scattered incident today
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If “05 1 z ■
(ASSASSINATIONS)'

MEMPHIS (UPI) - INVESTIGATORS FOR THE HOUSE ASSASSINATIONS' . 
COMMITTEE TODATr OPENED A WEEK-LONG■ REVIEW OF EVENTS SURROUNDING THE 
1968 ASSASSINATION OF DP. MARTIN LUTHER‘'-KING JR. ' '

ACROSS TRE STREET TRO*' THE DOWNTOWN LORRAINE MOTEL, THERE A SNIPER E ' 
FIRING A RIFLE KILLER TRE NOEEL PEACE PRIZE WINNER ON APRIL 4, 1958. ;

PEP. HAROLD FORD.'D-TENN., A COMMITTEE HEIT SAID INVESTIGATORS 7 
WERE ASSUMING THE CIVIL'RIGHTS LEADER’S DEATH WAS A HOMICIDE. HE SAID .H 
THE QUESTIONING WILL INVOLVE "PEOPLE WHO HAVE ALREADY COME TO THE - 
FRONT." • • • ' ' ' ' . ■

JANES. EARL RA’r, KING’S .CONFESSED ASSASSIN WHO IS SERVING A 39-YEAR'/ 5 
SENTENCE AT BRUSH' MOUNTAIN STATE PRISON AT PETROS, TENN., HAS BEEN . 
ATTEMPTING ■ TO NIN A NEU'TRIAL.' . ' ' -

FOLLOWING RAY’S FIFTH INTERVIEW WITH COMMITTEE STAFF INVESTIGATORS- 
LAST WEEK, HIS LATEST DEFENSE' LAWYER, JACK KERSHAWSAID AN ELDERLY 
BLACK SERVICE'STATION ATTENDANT COULD GIVE RAv AN ALIBI. " v

BUT THE MAN, IDENTIFIED AS WILLIE GREEN, SAID ONLY THAT SAW? ; 
A MAN HATCHING RA'’’S DESCRIPTION AFTER KING WAS SWOT TO DEATH. -

UPI 05-09 11:4S AED ' ‘

44-33^

97 MAY 191977

NOT RECORDED
191 Whs 18 I

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE
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eix,Bell was Mb# shout the findings 
of the department task force that re- 
v^ved tM^ase, Its report was made

the 
FBI hadlnvestigated the murder thor­
oughly and said there were virtually 
no grounds for doubting that James 
Earl Bay, now serving a pPyear sen­
tence, WastSe SHe assassin.

‘ Widyesterday “Id 
hdw.Ray got his

mow,” Al 
stW JWd

UP
, The task f

we’re

specula- 
have -earned 

while in 
if-prisoh or by^pi

substantiate'this

said there are no plans to make 
request for an interview.

said the King case, although 
not .closed, is being put “hi 
abeyance’’ pending the outcome of a
gous? committees investigation of 
thdassassination. _ * •

The Washington Post JLl----- 1---- —
. J&to^1 Star-News----------------  

Daily News (New York)----- -— 
The New York Times---- ---------  

The Wall Street Journal ---------  
The National Observer-----------  
The Los Angeles Times ---------

NOT RECORDED^

‘15 APR 27 1976
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"OUTSIDE source

FBI Harassed Him, 

Ray Tells Probers
PETROS, Tenn. (AP)—James Earl Ray told 

House investigators Thursday that the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) tried to pressure 
him into naming alleged conspirators in the 
assassination of civil rights leader Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr., Ray's attorney said. 7

Attorney Jack Kershaw met with reporters 
after Robert Lehner, who is heading the King 
portion of the House Assassination Committee’s 
investigation, spent more than six hours with 
Ray behind the walls of Brushy Mountain State 
Prison. Ray is scrying a 99-year sentence for the 
1968 murder of the civil rights leader.

“I FIND today that the FBI is involved in this 
case, in my opinion, in an Improper way,” Ker­
shaw said. “FBI pressure was brought upon 
James Earl Ray by means of threatening mem- 

Chers of his family.”
Lehner would npt comment on Ray’s testi­

- mony but said he will return to the\ prison, per­
haps withtotwo weeks, to interview Ray again.

> Kershaw said Ray told the investigators that - 
ah FBI agent, identified only as Jensen, tried to 
talk with him one day after he was transferred to 
the state penitentiary at Nashville after pleading 
guilty ip Memphis to the Rev. Dr. King’s murder.

“As Jensen left he turned to Ray and said, Tf 
you don’t co-operate you can expect to see your 
brothers down here with you,’” Kershaw quoted 
Ray as telling Lehner.

The attorney said Ray told the investigators 
* lat the FBI agent wanted him to disclose names 
of alleged conspirators whose names Ray did not 
know, x

“It indicates to me that the government it­
self did not believe Ray acted alone,” Kershaw 
said, adding that both he and the House investi­
gators will try to find the alleged FBI agent
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King Slaying Payoff Charge Studied
**'«jOBfttLEr^. - The U.S. Jastiee Depart­

ment may investigate a formal Louisville police­
man's allegation that he^as offered $500,000 in a

^,.$lot t© kill Dr,<Ma^ Lutfeer ®ng Jr., USW, 
, Seimjajig said yesterday. — . .
- “waiisSy look into this/’ Lkg #H; “It is wpssi- 
^.ble, but I havea’thada. chance t«--slweT wilL 
^.diicsM the possibility WiththfeD»partip.eniof Jus? 
^tice.” 7 ’

The Washington Post —-p?-
Washington Star-News
Daily News (New York)---------------
The New York Times -------------------
The Wall Street Journal —- -

NOT RECORDSD
111 AH' 5 i377

The Los Angeles Times
The National Observer

FBi/DOJ
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Denton to plot
Due to a reporting error, a story in 

yesterday’s Courier-Journal said that two 
of the people alleged to have been in­
volved in a local plot to kill Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. apparently were former 
Sgt. Tom Denton and Priest Fry, former 
chief of detectives. , . i

Actually, those involved were identi­
fied'only as a sergeant who was presi­
dent of Fraternal Order of Police (FOP), 
Lodge 6, and as chief of detectives. 
Denton did not become FOP president 
until several years after the alleged 
conspiracy; several others, some with; 
the'rank of sergeant, served as president; 
before Denton. , |

fty served as chief of detectives be­
tween 1957 and his retirement in 1971, 
but was removed from the position for 
a one-year period bridging 1965 and

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

------Page B I

----- Courier-Journal

----- Louisville, Ky.

1966. Those alleged to have been part 
oLthe conspiracy by ex-policeman Clifton 
Bprd have not been identified by nanw.
Me. Courier-Journal regrests tm

Date: 3/24/77
Edition:
Author:

Morning

Editor: Barry Bingham Jr
Title:

Character:
or

Classification:
Submitting Office: Lg
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^Retired Policeman’s Wife Says
Husband Told Of King Plot

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP)—The wife of a retired 
policeman confirmed Wednesday it was her hus- - 
band who told Rep. Gene Snyder (R-Ky.) of an 
alleged plot by Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) agents and Louisville police officers to 
assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Mary Baird, 44, said her husband, Clifton E. 
Baird, a former Louisville police officer, told 
Snyder of the alleged plot. . j

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

-Page 15
SNYDER QUOTED Baird as saying the offer 

was made in a car by members of several mem­
bers of the Louisville Police Department and 
several FBI agents. (

Mrs. Baird said her husband retired from the 
Louisville Police Department several years ago i 
after 27 years service. >

“He told me about this when I first married 4 
him, seven years ago,” Mrs. Baird said in an 
interview. “I think he thought he wasn’t going to 
be believed.” ‘

Snyder said the man told him he was offered 
$500,000 on two occasions to kill King.

Mrs. Baird said she believes one reason her 
husband came forward with the allegation was 
because “he wants to know why someone asked 
him” to kill King, who was assassinated in Mem- , 
phis, Tenn., In 1968. x

; “It sure has been on his mind,” Mr$. Baird 
said. “He said it just got to bothering him and , 
that’s why he contacted Mr. Snyder.” 7/

, Her husband, before contacting Snyder, told
I me of James Earl Ray’s attorneys of the alleged 5 

plot, she said. Mrs. Baird said her husband Was 
“discouraged” after talking with the attorney. 
Ray is serving 99 years in prison for the slaying of 
King.

SNYDER, WHO disclosed last week that he 
had heard from a man who claimed knowledge 
of a plot to kill King, refused to divulge the man’s 
r,ame. . t

Baird told his wife “he was offered $500,000 to I 
Kill” King and “he didn’t appreciate It,” Mrs.// 
Baird said., ■ 1

Kentucky
Enquirer

Covington, ^'

Date: 3/2^4/77
Edition:
Author:
Editor:
Title:
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or

Classification:
Submitting Office:•» i
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tuckyt that he was offered $500,00(f on declined comment on Mrsi Baird’s state
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LOUISVILLE, Ky„ March 23 (AP)—The 
wife of a retired Louisville police officer 
confirmed today that her husband had 
told Representative Gene Snyder of Ren­

Newspaper Disclosed Name

that he had knowledge of a plot to kil 
Dr. King,' refused to divulge the man’ 
name.

In Washington, a committee spokesmai

I
Call 391-3300 (our new number) 

And at all Lord & Taylor stores

£Wife Says Husband Was Offered 
$500,000 to Assassinate Dr. King

Luther King Jr.
Mary Baird 44 years old, said that her 

husband, Clifton, who was unavailable 
for comment, had told Mr. Snyder of an 
offer that Mr. Baird said had been made 
by members of the Louisville Police De­
partment and several agents of the Feder­
al Bureau of Investigation.

She said that her husband, who is 50, 
retired from the Louisville force several 
years ago after 27 years’ service. He is 
now working for a private security agen­
cy, which his wife declined to identify. 
She said that he was out of town on 
business that was unrelated to the inves­
tigation of the King assassination by the 
House Select Committee on. Assassina­
tions. • ’ -

“He told me about this when I first 
married him, seven years ago,” Mrs. Baird 
said. “I think he thought he'wasn’t going 
to be believed.”

Shesaid she believed one reason he 
came forward a second time with the 
allegation was because “he wants- to 
know why someone asked him” to kill 
the civil rights leader, who was assassi­
nated in Memphis in 1968. _ ,

“It sure has been on his mind,” Mrs. 
Baird said. “He said it just got to bother­
ing him and that’s why he . contacted . Mr. 
Snyder.” ' ’ -

Reportedly Told Ray’s Lawyer
She said that her- husband, before get­

ting in touch with Mr. Snyder, had told 
one of James Earl Ray’s attorneys of the 
alleged plot. She said that her husband 
was “discouraged’’ after he told the attor­
ney. ' : '

Mr. Ray, who confessed that he had 
killed Mr. King, is serving 99 years in 
prison for the slaying. He did not impli­
cate anyone else in the murder,

Mr. Snyder, who disclosed last week 
that he had heard from a man who said

as the man who had gotten, in touch with 
Mr. Snyder. .

‘ Mrs. Baird said that her husband had 
told her “he was offered $500,000 to kill” 
Dr. King and that "he didn’t appreciate 
it.” She said, "L can’t say any more, but 
he’s just not that type of person.”

Asked why her husband thought he was 
asked, Mrs. Baird responded: "That’s the 
$64 question; he wants to know why 
someone asked him.” ,

The Kentucky Post first named Mr. 
Baird as the man who reported the al­
leged plot to Representative Snyder, a 
Republican. '

Mrs. Baird said that she had no idea 
how her husband was identified as the 
man who .made the allegation but that 
she was glad it is out in the open now.

“I’m not upset,” she said. “It had to 
come out sooner or later.” '

Mr. Snyder said earlier this week that 
he had-met the man “face to face” and 
was, convinced he was a “rational” 
man. Mr. Snyder said he had changed his 
mind and voted to extend financing for 
the House Select Committee on Assassi­
nations solely because of his conversation 
with the man.

C. J. Hyde, a longtime Louisville police 
chief who is now retired, said that he 
remembered Mr. Baird as a-“very fine 
police officer.”

Committee Approves Reduced Budget
WASHINGTON, March 23 (UPI)—The 

House Select Committee on Assassina­
tions, which is in danger of lasting only 
one more week, approved a. sharply re­
duced budget today in the hope that the 
House will let it continue to investigate 
the deaths of President Kennedy and Dr. 
King.

and stockings—now sheerer 
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and .spandex. True Beige, 
Definitely Tan and .Fawn. . 
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now 1.65 to 4,95

. Street Floor, lord& Taylor
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Ray’s Forney Says HeX 
Checked Kentucky Leads '

WASHINGTON (AP) - One of 
- James Earl Ray’s lawyers says 

that more than a year ago he 
looked into an allegation that 
Louisville police and FBI agents 
plotted to kill Dr. Martin Luther 
King and concluded “there 
wasn’t much to it.” .

The lawyer, James H. Lesar, 
said yesterday that even if the 
allegation of a retired Louisville 
policeman is true, “it was re­
mote from the assassination” be­
cause the man alleges there was 
only talk and not an attempt to 
kill the civil rights leader.

A House assassinations com­
mittee aide said investigators 
have talked to the retired police­
man, who was not identified, 
phblicly, and are checking his? 
st)ry without presuming howl 
much substance there is to it. J

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

_—Page A 4
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-----Lexington, Ky.
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y(>’Nei]l
~ By GCcWge Lardner Jr.

> WaAiMtan Post Staff Writer

The Hou.se Assassinations Com­
mittee yesterday ^yon a turnaround 
prpoiise of “Wholehearted support” 
from House Speaker Thomas P. 
(Tip) O’Neill Jr.

After a closed-door meeting with 
the committee’s three senior mem­
bers, G’NejU alSo-told reporters, with 

that the panel will 
ask theHfttse for $2.5 million to carry 
it ttr^# # rest of this year.

' Even Rep. Trent Lott (R-Miss.), who 
has been critical of the inquiry, from 
the start, was, hesitant aftev’yeeter- 
day’s briefing to say hi Itill felt it 
ought to be squelched. But he made 
plain that heisstilLskeptieal about 
the information that Was laid out for 
him and other Rules Committee mem­
bers yesterday at what amounted to 
“an informal, clandestine meeting.”

He said such an approach had 
never, to his knowledge, been used 
with the Rules Commit^f? before, hot 
even during the * impeachment pro­
ceedings against President Nixon.

“I presume the committee has col- 
Se^QUlRY, AT, Col. 6
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INQUIRY, From Al 
lected some leads, ^pj^e information 
which they’re going to use to justify 
continuing the investigations,” Lott 
said last evening. “Some of them are 
very far-fetched, very remote, in my 
opinqn, but I am re-evaluating my pos­
ition.”

The Assassinations Committee, Lott 
pointed out, has at least started to 
buckle down to work after being bog­
ged down for months in disputes over 
its budget, its investigating techni­
ques, and finally the unsuccessful ef­
fort of erstwhile chairman Henry B. 
Gonzalez (D-Tex.) to fire chief com­
mittee counsel Richard A. Sprague.

6.has already spent 
M;1. As a result, the 
" gal would presum- 

ir inquiry costing 
ed with the

Theibe

ably ft
some$k5 _
initial projectionof $Q ifttUoa that
caused so mwji controversy within 
the House last whiter. * '

port,* 
ring

gowilyjBn-'
ifattee’s

f *

RichanaaenPrey^ (D-N.C.) andDel. 
Walter WntttB MW. “But there 
ft a lof W wt? he done (getting 
votes) mrthe fifth*

The' Speakers conversion appar- 
entiy. cartie after activate briefing for

convinced

ttf

J4?®# ^g 
hta,
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The House Committee’ ,#AlM- 
nations today won a- majar-victory in 
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million ,£o cover the rest of 1977 and 
that he was supporting the new fig­
ure.

The committee was represented by 
its new chairman, Rep. Louis Stokes 
of Ohio; Del. Walter Fauntroy of the 
District, chairman of its subcommit­
tee on the murder of the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr., and Rep. Richard­
son Preyer of North Carolina, who 
heads the subcommittee on the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy.

The committee representatives 
were to meet later today with mem­
bers of the House Rules Committee, 
which must approve any resolution to 
authoriz^the continued investigation 
past March 31.

THE COMMITTEE’S PURPOSE 
— to reopen the King and Kennedy

murder -base* to tryto dispel linger- ing, but O’Neill em^k 
ihg doubts about them ^ had become that he, supports the ffi 
lost in a dispute between its former sire to “keep both cam .al. . 
chairman. Rep. Henry Gonzalez, D- NEITHER' 'O’NElU Wf 
Tex., and its staff director, former would go into much detail about 
Philadelphia prosectuor Richard fertile investigative fields th 
Sprague, over who was in charge. bers of the cpmmittee CMCUS 

Sprague’s ’ proposals, since drop- ing thismorning’smeeting, 
ped, suggesting use of sophisticated Neill did say toat’the* 
electronic investigative equipment indicated that Stokes ha 
and his $6 million budget request out- " .....................
raged a number.of House members, 
leading to the confrontation between 
Gonzalez and Sprague. Gonzalez quit 
when other committee members re­
fused to support his firing of 
Sprague.

For the past two weeks Stokes and 
other members of the committee
have been on a major public reia1 
tions campaign to prove that serious 
questions remain about the Kennedy

ceived by the committee. <
...-------------- ---------------- - • Arrangements were made to'jhter-

and King assassinations, and that a / view Ray in Tenneswe lategjgis 
congressional inquiry could answer week. He pleaded guilty. 
them. They seem to have raised King eight years ago and is seismg a 
more questions about the King kill- 99-year term, • S7^ '£^<

“workihg tirelessly” sincte hi 
sumed toe chairmanship to 
panel on the right track-

Among moves taken by th# n
mittee since the"’ ?h«ra^WP 
changed hands > ' . ^t^
• All the physical evidence 
James Earl Ray in the Kingmyrder 
was subpoenaed frcitoShelby County, 
Tenn., officii, and publicly re-
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Continued From A-l

■United Preu International

Y TO JOIN D.C. CHURCH—President and Mrs. Carter leave the First 
h here yesterday accompanied by daughter Amy and her nurse- 
Fitzpatrick (left), whom the congregation recommended for 

stsMp. Fitzpatrick was released from a lire murder sentence recently 
are for Amy in the White House. She first met die Carters when 
was governor of Georgia and she took care of Amy under a state 

program founded by Carter.

FACT THAT Congress 
its. mind in 1972 and decided 
he sexes equally in calculat- 
al Security pensions, the 

^aid, made no difference in 
the validity of the old

On March 2 the court ruled 5-4 that 
it is' unconstitutional to treat widows 
better than widowers in determining 
their federal pensions.

IN STRIKING DOWN that provi- . 
sion, the court said that it was based 
upon “a traditional way of thinking 
about females” by Congress.

When it struck down the better 
treatment for widows, the court fore­
shadowed a ruling that also Would 
strike down another oart of Social So-

expensive. There is a lot of resentm 
reaucracy.” '

There also is some congressions 
about how much Carter can accom 
port it in a general sensq,” say; 
Moffett, D-Conn., a member of the 
Operations Committee.

“But I worked at HEW for three y 
pie who have been in the executive de 
more skeptical. The energy depart! 
ization put a lot of functions under o 
added a lot of supergrades. You just i 
and labels around.”

“Reorganization probably won’t s; 
won’t make any great changes,” 
veteran. “But it’s a renewal, a fi 
chance to turn the soil over.”

Nevertheless there is obviously enc 
tial for difficulties. No one knows yei 
will propose that will create pressui 
cial interests. And the congressmen 
prove they can face down the lobbyist

It also is unclear how much fallow 
from the outrage over the 19 water p 
struck from his budget amendments 
ruffled congressional feelings from 
pointments. failures tn rnn—.u —-
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Rep. Snyder Claims Letter Ties 
FBI To King Assassination Try

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) 
— U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, 
R-Ky., says he has referred 
to the House Assassination 
Committee a retired police 
officer who claims FBI 
agents propositioned him to 
kill Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.

In statements broadcast 
Friday on WHAS-TV,

Snyder said the former 
officer, who he declined to 
name, has a tape recording 
of a purported conversation 
between himself and FBI 
agents in which an alleged 
suggestion was made to 
murder King.

According to Snyder, the 
former policeman “names 
three FBI officers (and)

three or four prominent 
people at that time in the 
police department (and) 
indicates that the offer was 
made on two occasions in 
his automobile where he 
had a tape’recorder.”

Snyder, who represents , 
Kentucky’s 4th District, 
declined to name dates and 
the city where the pur­
ported offers were made.

Snyder also declined to 
specify whether the former 
officer was from Kentucky. 
He said the man contacted ; 
him by letter recently and , 
that he later met the man 
and listened to one tape ; 
recording.

Part of the tape was in­
audible, Snyder said, but he 
was able to discern that the 
subject was King’s '
assassination. « ,

’ “I have talked to him and. 
in my opinion he appears to 
be a responsible citizen and 
I think these kinds of leads, 
need to be checked out,”’4 
Snyder said.
Snyder said' 

Assassinations Committee 
now has the tape recording ' 
and is investigating the 
matter.

King was assassinated in 
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. 
The Assassinations 
Committee recently said it 
had new information on 
King’s murder, but has not 
produced any evidence of 
involvement by anyone 
other than the convicted 
killer. James Earl Ray. ■»

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Routing Slip
FD-4 (Rev. 3-1-73)

To: | ^Director _
CIVIL AGHTS
SECTION, ROOM
51^1, j(EH-----

SAC ______________________

asAc_______________

3/25/77
Date ___________________

LS 100-4583

□□
□□

□□
□□

□□
□□

□□
no

 □□
□□

□□
□□

□

Supv. -----------------------------------

Agent----------------------------------

SE__________________________

SC

CC

Thle HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS (MARTIN 
-LUTHER KING, JR.)---------

RE: ________________ _______________________

St eno -----------------------------------

Clerk --------------------- -------------  □ Rotor #: -------------- .----------------------
ACTION DESIRED

Acknowledge | | Open Case
Assign____ Reassign ____  [ | Prepare lead cards
Bring file | | Prepare tickler
Coll me | | Return assignment card
Correct | | Return file
Deadline____________ _______  | | Search and return
Deadline passed | ] See me
Delinquent □ Serial #____________________________
Discontinue j I Post | | Recharge | | Return
Expedite □ Send to
File | | Submit new charge out
For information | | Submit report by_____________________
Handle a Type
Initial & return
Leads need attention
Return with explanation or notation as to action taken.

Attached hereto are sundry articles from
various newspapers in jKentucky concerning 
captioned matter

1 / Bureau (Enc. 
T - LS (100-4583) 
EVA:cam (2)

See reverse side

SAC S. CZARNECKI

Office T.OTTTSVTDLE

GRO •. 1973 526-720
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ED-350 (Rev. 11-11-75)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)  ____________________ ______ /

Snyder Contacted By Man
WhoTlaiins Police And FBI
'Piotted-To Kill (Indicate page, name of 

newspaper, city and state.)
I 7------

-------- ’• By BILL HENDRICK * 
Associated Press Writer

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) - Rep. 
Gene Snyder, R-Ky., said Saturday the 
House Assassinations Committee is 
investigating an allegation from a 
“logical, rational’’ man who claims 
several members of a police depart­
ment and FBI agents plotted to kill Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.

Snyder said he met the man “face to 
Eface” and that “he appeared to be 
rational, a logical kind of man.”

Snyder said he received a letter from 
, the man and listened to a tape

1 recording the man said he made /th*-^ 
alleged assassination plot. He refused 
to say whether the man or the police . 
department involved were in Ken­
tucky.

Asked why the man contacted him 
and let him listen to a copy of the tape 
recording, Snyder said ‘he may have 
just been looking for someone with 
nerve, a fighter.” ,

Snyder read part of the letter and 
used the word “blank” where the man 
had used names.

“I retired from (blank) police 
lepartment in (blank) after serving 

‘ blank) years,” the letter said. “While V 

; was in the police department I was 
innocently involved in a conspiracy to 
assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King.

“Involved in this conspiracy were 
agents of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigtion, agents (blank), (blank) and 
(blank) and others that I did not 
know,” Snyder said, continuing to read 
the letter. “Members of the (blank) 
policie department, chief of detectives, 
captain (blank), lieutenant. (blank), ; 
Officer (blank), lieutenant (blank) of i 
he homicide bureau and president of : 
he FOP sergeant (blank).” '

Page 1

State Journal

Frankfort, Ky.

Date: 3/2U/77
Edition:
Author:
Editor: s,c# Van Curon
Title:

Character:

Classification:Ls 100-4583 
Submitting Office: Ls j 

| | Being Investigated AAV
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*!FOB stands for Fraternal Orde* of 
F;olice, a collective bargaining 
organization for police officers. ^ 
^Snyder said he could not divulge the
names listed in the letter or the 
identity of the man who contacted him.

“What I’m saying,” Snyder said, “is 
those blanks need io be protected if 
there’s nothing to this. And if it is an 
accurate allegation that he’s made, 
then the author of the letter needs to be 
protected. The committee is in­
vestigating it.” if ,

Snyder said the man “indicates 
further in the letter that after ke 
retired he contacted who he says is 
James Earl Ray’s attorney....”

Ray is serving a life term in prison in 
connection with the assassinaton of the 
late civil rights worker who was slain 
in Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.

Snyder said the former policeman 
claimed he was offered $500,000 on two 
occasions to kill King.

Richard A. Sprague, the 
Philadelphia attorney who is chief 
counsel for the assassinations com­
mittee, confirmed Snyder had turned 
over material containing the 
allegation.

“The matter you refer to has been 
referred to the committee and is under 
investigation,” Sprague said.

Snyder said he would vote to con­
tinue funds for the committee’s con­
tinued existence solely on the basis of 
the allegation brought to him.

The former policeman, Snyder said, 
tried to turn over a tape recording of 
the alleged $500,000 offer, to Ray’s 
attorneys but finally was asked by one 
of the attorneys’ investigators “where 
he planned to hide if he tried to do . 

^anything with the tape. ” f
Snyder said he has discussed the 

allegation with Rep. Samuel L. Devine 
^ of Ohio, the ranking minority member

of the committee. Devine, a formei 
FBI agent, checked into the man’! 
background and found him to be a 
“solid citizen,” Snyder said.

Snyder said the man told him the 
offers for him to kill King were made 
in his automobile, where he had a tape 
recorder. Snyder quoted the man as 
saying he had two tapes, one of which] 
was either stolen or lost. /

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-19 (^ev. 5-12-76)
Assoc. Dir. 

Dep. AD Adm. _
Dep. AD Inv. ----

Asst. Dir.: 
Adm. Serv. -----
Ext. Affairs -----  
Fin. & Per 
Gen. Inv. _ 
Ident. 
Inspection _____

" Assassinations Pane/Protj^Q

1*^ FH-Pol.ce Unk to King

^•itell. _________  
aboratory ___ 
gal Coun. _

LOIan. & Eval. __ 
c. Mgnt. ____  

c. Inv.  
-•aining __

Telephone Rm. — 
Director Sec’y ___

. now headed by Chairman Louis 
. wuhtajton star staff writer Stokes, D-Ohio, and Sprague has ac -

The House Assassinations Commit- i^'^ll '^L'18 allegations are 
teehas Received two newreports to . <InUr# connection wWthe ^^^1 Snyder, he has met 
murder Of Dr. Martin'LutherKing the former policeiran face to face^ 
jr . ■ . - and he appears to be a “rational,

&e is a letter, receded by Rhp. J*?1 ^ °^“'* ^ ®®id
Gewe Snyder, D-Ky., from a former ^*«^ ***? .^^ 1884 mOj^ ^ 
poifceman who' claims the FBI ^° listened th a tape recording the 

^d man said he made of the alleged 
assassination plot.

The FBI said it had no comment 
because the matter is under congres- 
sionalinvestigatiem. >

s is a letter received by Rep. 
Snyder, D-Ky., from a former

agents and police officers, conspired 
to kill the civil rights leader and that 
he Was twice offered $500,000 to kill

ile other is a copyrighted article 
nr me New. Times magazine which 
parports that Ray’s mysterious em- 
plMer “Raoul” was really Ray’s own brSher, Jerry;

these allegations were made pub­
lic Jas Chie? Counsel Richard A. 
Sbqigue prepared to go to Brushy 
Maintain Penitentiary in 'Tennessee

SNYDER WOULD NOT say what 
police department was involved or 
evenifdt Was in Kentucky. He read 
the letter to the Associated Press but 
-deleted all names, saying only that 
the plot involved three FBI agents 
and -three or four policemen.*’

thU week to interview Rav Rnv Snyder said he did not know why pleaded guilty to slaying King in 1968 &£1j!?£K?Kft 
^MentencedtolWyearsiniail. SUJi^^aJS^mSiXs^

EE HA$ NEVER testified under -
_ ^i about what he knows of the .Jr^}^!^^?’’^5’ 
Memphis murder. The committee is M™®.®^ J™ *r^J^has been 
^ > subpoena Bay totestify

on i^g^ authority and }^™hI^.2!|*^2^^ 
;$Ki!a^cn3Ieutoffdate.
Louisville, would not

sformerpoUceman who

' b

SCO!

rtf

NOT KfivuA^D
167 MAR 23 1977

The Washington Post------------------- 
Washington Star-News /) ~ O-----

Daily News (New York)---------------
The New York Times------------------
The Wall Street Journal---------------
The National Observer----------------  
The Los Angeles Times-------------

Date 3 I 3,0 H _____________

8 4 MAR 2 5 1977, \
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