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Assassmatlon Probes

Associated Press

D-XLLAS—-A Dallas Police Department spokes-

1

man has confirmed that a House committee investi- '

gating the 1963 assassination in Dallas of President

Kennedy has subpoenaed all police records on the
- murder.

Bob Shaw said Crief Don Byrd received the sub. -

poena, which calls for Byrd to appear before the
committee Nov. 29 and produce the records.

It was not clear whecther the subpoena also called -

for records of the subsequent murder of presiden-
tial assassin Lee Harvey Oswald by nightclub owner
Jack Ruby. Ruby shot Oswald to death in Dallas
\ov 24. 1963, two davs after Kenneay was killed.

. The House Select Committee on Assassinations is
lm:vl'ung intoc the assassyrtations of Kennedy and of
the Rev. Martin Luther King J

‘MeanwHiTe, 1 Memphis, six city officials have
been subpoenaed to appear before the house com-
mittee Nov. 29 and bring files pertaining to the
death of King, who was slain there in 1963.

Police Director E. Winslow Chapman was served
a subpoena Friday and ordered to supply the com-
mittee with all his department’s “records, tapes,

.logs and other evidence” on the murder and the ar-
rest of confessed assassin James Earl Ray.

Also subpoenaed were Shelby County Attorney -

General Hugh Stanton and his chief investigator,
Johh Carlisle; Frank C. Holloman, who was fire and
ipolice director when King was killed: public de-
fender Edward G. Thompson, and criminal court
.clerk\James A. Blackwell.
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9By John M. Goshko
Washington Post Staff Writers ’
mttorney General Edward H. Levi
egferday Pejected a recommendation
: 'lﬁscivﬂr!ghh&iefthatacan
‘g#¢e from quiside the government
¥ the 1968 assassination of the

”ﬁi"Mi‘rhnLutberKlnng

nent’s ‘new Office of Profes-
to take over and

hik started by J. Stanley
gtinger, assistant attorney general in
b ga'*i the Civil Rights Division. '
#i's action was seen as an effort o
that the department it-
from allegations &f

of its unlts thoron%
apd impartially.

« Following a five-month prelimlnary
*investigation; Pottinger on April .9 re-
Poried to-Levi that he had found no
idence’ of FBI involvement in the
m of-the black civil rights leader.

: Hmr, Pottinger - recommended
he review be completed by an in-
W pane] recruited from out-

' still surrounding the April
ghooting of King in Memphis.,

| W have been raised about
i PBI probe of the murdes be-

een fully explained. .
announcement yesterday,
i did pot’ mention Pottinger’s rec-

o I'Wiﬂ of the King case -
ok M

cover-up, cla in- -

undermine the authority of the Office;.
of Professional Responsibility. It whs

' created by him to- function within the

Justice Department as, an inspector:
general’s office; pursuing allega.’aot%
of wrongdoing by department officials. -
Levi’s decision “was consistent with.
the position he took recently when thé
Justice Departmen}?;e;ectfsd ﬁ;: ﬁl::d:f-
quate an internal FBI inves
alleged financlal irregularities within .
the bureau. Although some Justiee of:
ficials argued for_an outside mquim
Levi, instead ‘bucked the matter
10 the FBI with orders that it carry oy
a new probe that would be above sﬁs—
picioh.
However, his decision to keep the
King probe under Justice Department
control raised} the possibility of criti-

“cwm from el rights legders. And in

~ Aflanta, the §Rev. Ralph Abernathy,

“who succeeded Ring as head of tht
Southern Christian Leadership Confer-
erice, issued a statement yesterday de-
manding “a special committee of dis-
tinguished American citizens who_owe
no allegiance to anyone except to ‘their
country. and to justice and to truth.”

Levi’s announcement said Pottinger

had reached the “tentative conclu-"
sions” that the FBI had engaged in &
campaign. to discredit King. However;

| "~ hé‘found no evidenge indicating FBI
.complicity in. King’s- murder or lack @t
- thoroyghness and honesty in the subse-

;qupnt ¥BI investigation.
,The A General's xnstnu:uom
‘ta. the Office ¢f Professional Responsi-

bility ordered §t to:pursue these ques-

“tions and als§ determine “whether the,
nature of the relationship between the
bufeau and Dr. King calls Aor ériminal
prosecutions, disciplinary’ proceedlngs
or other approi)dﬂate action.” "¢ -
r told reporters that hi§ in-
maﬁon had -involved a ragv*l“qf
approxxmately 3,500 documents held by
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By Jerry Opperhelinér

4 . . WMS‘RSM Writer .
Atty, Gen. Edward H. Levi has
formed a tnsl:n-:ot:;ce within the Jus-
Defil&:m centinue a review -
o”t%Bl to determine whether the
- bureau properly investigated the
- gssassination of Dr. Martin Luther
‘Kiog th'i‘. or had any involvement in

Director Sec'y —

Asst. Atty. Gen J.Stanleymug%:
said “it is possible’ \that the task
force review could reach different
findings than the inquiry he headed
or I wouldn’t have recommended
that they go forward. This further
investigation may indeed turn up
Informed

something.” . _
, _ ces have said that

death. ‘
. Levi called for-the ‘expanded in-
quiry after receiving finds of a five-

.month civil rights division review.of Public citizens conduct the investi
some 3,500 FBI files on King that - tion. but Pottinger declined to :iis- country. i
;}gptatiyely” exonerated the bureay CuSS the intérnal memorandum sent s oy g e
‘any Jinks to the black civil rights DY him to the a general. He . POTTINGER, in responsé $o'a
;hﬁs slaying in April 1968. said he supported Levi’s recommen- ~ question, indicated that there ware
.~ The review also tentatively found dations and declared that “‘the Jus- nine FBI officials who designed, ag-
the FBI's probe of the assassination tice Department is honest-enough tp proved and.directed the: baypspgen
to be “honest and thorough.” But, it * investigate properly and thorough- campaign of King but he 4 aid
shoed evidence that the FBI under- ly, . oy were either’ “all ‘dedd :
a “systematic program” of har- , The expanded review, which will tired” and declined to identify them.
assmeit against King in order to dis-- include the questioning of witnesses, S S KING a6 ki
credit him and the movement he led.  Will be carried out by the Justice De- S KNG, M —_—
artment’s Office of Prolessional Washington Star-News 2} 7

. IN .DISCUSSING today's .

84 MAYT 1978

Pottinger recommended to Levi that
a blue ribbon panel of private and

espongibility, which handle internal

S
-,

/N

Date
Loy Ve /F -
| WW /} :%“{ ,
46 wAY 7 1976
- = - ‘..‘,;.-fi ,(,

Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
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"Continued From A-l

“There may be others in
the chain we may not have
identified,”” he added, “and
the tagk force will
track them.” He said ere

may be lower level, FBI
dfticials still in the bureau
who were involved in the
King harassment cam-

palﬁ)‘ile the five-year stat-
ute of limitations rules out
, prosecutions on any wrong-
doing founid by the task
force, the statute has no ef-
:fect on any conspiracy to
" cover up the haraSsment
campaign.

Pottinger said that the
records reviewed showed
that FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover did-not see the .ac-
tivities of the FBI against

) ng as an ‘harassment

mxcgn He wanted it to

tive.” But Potiinger

;decii to discuss . details

&m ssment activmes

t were uncovered in the
FBIdocuments. *

i
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CE ' Justice L
s%;.? } Beartment of Ju MW

?ﬁfﬂg& w
. . . . ) . - ; . E
FOR_IMMEDIATE RELEASE AT 11:00 A.M., E.D.T. . ) {
"THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 1976 . AG

In response to inquiries from the news media
regarding the Civil Rights Division's review of the Martin
Luther King files, Attorney General Edward H. Levi today
issued the following statement: '

I'have dirgcted the Office of Professional Responsibility,
heaéed by Michael Shaheen, to complete a feview of all records
in the Department of Justice concerning the Reverend Dr.
‘Martin Luther King; Jr. The Civil Rights Division, under the
personal direction of Assistant Attorney General J. Stanley
Pottinger, completed on April 9 a five-moﬂth'preliminary
review of files at FBI headquarters.r As a fesult of this
preliminary review, the Civil Rights Division has reccmmended
that the review be carried forward té completion with an

additional examination of records at FBI headquarters and

field offices. It is belieﬁ\ﬂ\fhat more than 200, Oooldocuments
. oj; . L// ::/ / / / /*t
may be involved. /}/' s RST RECORDED _
On the ba51s of thls prellmlnary roMigiay Ass§Htant

Attorney General Pottinger stated that his SR o8 usions
were (1) there was no basis to believe that the FBI in any way
caused the death of Dr. King, (2) no evidence was discovered

that the FBI investigation of the assassination of Dr. King

was not thoroﬁgh and honest, and (3) instances were found
ihdicating tfat the FBI undertook a systematic program of .

harassment of Dr. King in order to discredit him and harm both

®
him and the movement he led.

| fite "o -
84 MAYT 1978 ) o Y- 3 ;x'é} | é%’
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'In orde.ing on April 26 the complece review by Mr.
Shaheen, I directed that the investigation be completed
forthwith and that answers to four specific questions be
furnished to me ahd FBI Director Clarence M. Kelley on the
basis of thelzeview of all documents:

o Whéthegfthe FBI investigation of.ﬁr. King's
assassinatidn wgé thorough-and honest;

‘ -- Whether there is any evidence that the FBI was

involved in the assassination of Dr. King;

--'Whetheé, in light of the first two matters, there

is any new evidence which has come to the attention of the

Department concerning the assassination of Dr. King;

-~ Whether the nature of the relationship between the

. Bureau and Dr. King calls for criminal prosecutiéns, disciplinary

proceedings, or other appropriate action.

Mr. Pottinger pointed out that the Civil Rights
Division has been continuously investigating allegatidhs
concerning the assassination af Dr. King as these allegations

come to the attention-of the Department.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL LTZVI WILL ISSUE A STATENENT AT 11 \

AL Mo TCTAT QI TUI JUSTICE DIPARTNINT'S REVIEY OF THE ASSASSINATION OF

MARTIN LUTHER XINSG APD OTIER RILATED MATTERS--R00M 5114 JUSTICEZ EBLDG.

CONTAZT: ROBERT HAVEL OR JOHI WILSON, 739-201%.

UPI 04-29 09:02 AED

T T
57MAY7. 1767
WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE Foi 000
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Independent Probe .
Gn King Propo d 7%

By John M. Goshko and Warren Brown
Washington Post Staff Writers

The Justmc Department’s der because of recent reve-
Civil Rights Division next lations that the FBI sub-
week will recommend that jected King to wiretapping
Attorney Generzl Edward 2and harassment. Questions

H. Levi appoint a committee 2150 have been raised about P

¢ persons outside of gov vghf:t_her the motives and ac-

0' p ! BOV-  tjvities of the convicted as- $
ernment to study the 1968  sassin, James Earl Ray, have / ~

assassination of the Rev. Dr. been fully explained.

Martin Luther King Jr. For these reasons, the
Informed sources said the Sourcessaid, Pottinger, who

recommendation by Assist- headed the review, feels

ant Attorney General J. that an independent inquiry
Stanley Pottinger will argue 1S necessary to resolve the i
- that an independent inqui- questxoqs still surrounding i
ry Is necessary even gl.e Aprll 4, 1968, shooting of -
though a four-month Justice ing in Memphis. : ALI
Depabrtment review of the _The inquiry would deter- The \Yashmgton Post 3
King case found 1o evidence  Mine whether a full-scale in- Wasaington Star-News ]
that the FBI or other gov- Vestigation of the assassina- Daily News (New York) =

ernment agencies were in. ton should be resumed.

volved in the killing of the And, the sources said, Pot- The New York Times

black civil rights leader. tinger’s report will recom- The Wall Street Journal
Suspicions have __teen Mend that for reasons of The National Observer -
raiscd about the initial goy-  credibility it sheuld be con-

a T
ernment probe of the mur- See KING; A5, GOl 1 The Los Angeles Times

// :/’//’ . :
NOT RECORDED
48 APR 1o 1976

8 4 APR 161976
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-+ SPINAL CORD ALLEGEDLY WAS FIRED

A279 HFR 4=6 -
A A

' AOSRAY |}
1ST ADD RAY NASHVILLL HFR 4=6 XXX CARES NOT TO D.<."

LIVINGSTON LAST VISITED RAY IN FEBRUARY SHORTLY AFTER THE 6TH

Rg%gg%ggN%PPEALS COURT IN CINCINNATI -QOK'THE PLEA FOR A TRIAL UNDER
. /

PRISON SPOKESMEN SAID RAY, WHO NOW HAS CELLMA B, IS LOOKING
BETTER SINCE HE WAS RELEASED FROM HIS SOLITARY CELL, ON THE PRISON'S
MAXIMUM SECURITY UNIT LAST AUGUST.

BERNARD FENSTERWALD JR OF WASHINGTON, ANOTHER RAY LAWYER, DISPUTES
ggogEnggsgAY RAY HAS CHANGED HIS STORY OVER THE YEARS AND IS NOT TO

[ ]

"I DON'T THINK HE'S BEEN INCONSISTENT," FENSTERWALD SAID IN A
TELEPHONE INTERVIEW, "HE'S ALWAYS MAINTAINED HE WAS NOT AT THE SCENE
OF THE CRIME, IT'S JUST THAT HE'S BEEN ASKED SO MANY DETAILED
QUESTIONS THAT UNLESS HE HAD A PHOTOGRAPHIC MEMORY, HE'S BOUND TO
HAVE SOME DISCREPENCIES."

~ LIVINGSTON INSISTS THAT HIS CLIENT HAS A CHANCE OF ACQUITTAL IF HE
IS SUCCESSFUL IN WINNING THE FULL-FLEDGED TRIAL HE GAVE UP IN 1963 TO
AVOID THE ELECTRIC CHAIR.

"IF WE COME TO TRIAL, THE BURDEN WILL BE ON THE STATE OF TENNESSEE
TO PRODUCE EVIDENCE TO PROVE HIM GUILTY," THE PLAIN-SPOKEN MEMPHIS
ATTORNEY SAID, "THEIR EVIDENCE IS CIRCUMSTANTIAL AT BEST AND I THINK
.WE CAN PUNCH HOLES IN IT."

THE STATE BASES ITS CASE ON FINGERPRINTS FOUND ON THE RIFLE USED v
IN THE SLAYING AND A WITNESS WHO CLAIMS HE SAW RAY FLEEING FROM THE
FILTHY FLOPHOUSE BATHROOM WHERE THE SINGLE SHOT THAT SEVERED KING'S

*THE STATE'S STAR WITNESS TS ESSENTIALLY A SKIDROV DRUNK,® DRAWLED
LIVINGSTON, "AND HIS CREDENTIALS ARE NOT UNIMPEACHABLE. I HARDLY )
THINX HIS EVIDENCE WILL STAND UP IN COURT." et
WHO HAS SAID HE HAD NOTHING AGAINST KING AND HAD NEVER SEEN /17~
HI is MAINTAINED THAT HE WENT TO MEMPHIS AT THE REQUEST OF A
MYSTERIOUS MAN KNOWN TO HIM ONLY AS ™ RAOUL® .
HE ADMITS THAT HE BOUGHT THE .30~06 RIFLE IN BIRMINGHAM AND Q ::

REGISTERED AT THE SLEAZY BOARDINGHOUSE ACROSS FROM THE MURDER SPOT,
BUT SAYS HE FIRST HEARD OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER'S DEATH AS HE
DROVE HIS WHITE MUSTANG TOWARD MISSISSIPPI.

HE SAID HE PANICKED WHEN HE HEARD ON THE CAR RADIO THAT HE WAS
WANTED FOR THE CRIME, AND BEGAN A FLIGHT WHICH ENDED IN HIS ARREST IN
ENGLAND JUNE 5, 15968,

THE STATE'S POSITION. WHICH HAS BEEN UPHELD ONCE BY A UeSe
DISTRICT COURT IN MEMPHIS, IS THAT RAY IS " AN INTELLIGENT AND
%gg%gg%gNCEIMINAL WHO WAS AND IS WELL AWARE OF THE NATURE OF CRIMINAL ﬁl

A BRIEF FILED BY ASSISTANT STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL WILLIAM HAYNES #V
g%ﬁaf%38 RAY DELIBERATELY ENTERED THE GUILTY PLEA TO AVOID THE DEATH

" THERE WAS NO REAL HOPE OF AVOIDING THE DEATH PENALTY FOR JAMES
EARL. RAY OTHER THAN TO ENTER THE PLEA OF GUILTYeee+AND RAY'S DECISION
WAS A REASONED AND INTELLIGENT ONE," HAYNES WROTE.

THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT, WHICH HAS SO FAR DECLINED SUGGESTIONS THAT
IT REOPEN THE KING INVESTIGATION, HAS STATED IT IS SATISFIED THAT RAY .
ACTED ALONE, BUT STILL UNANSWERED IS THE QUESTION OF WHERE RAY--A
SMALL-TIME HOLDUP MAN AND ESCAPEE FROM THE MISSQURI STATE
PRISON-~OBTAINED THE MONEY TO FINANCE HIS $2,000 MUSTANG. HIS TRIP TO
MEMPHIS AND SUBSEQUENT FLIGHT THROUGH FOUR COUNTRIES.

WHEN HE WAS CAUGHT, THE FUGITIVE STILL HAD $200 IN HIS POSSESSION.

THOSE WHO BELIEVE THE CASE SHOULD BE REOPENED POINT TO RECENT
HINTS OF A CONSPIRACY BROUGHT FORTH BY CONVICTED HEROIN DEALER ROBERT
BYRON WATSON AND CONVICTED CONFIDENCE MAN CLIFFORD He ANDREWS. CLAIMS
BY WATSON AND ANDREWS THAT THEY HEARD OF A PLOT AGAINST KING HAVE
LARGELY BEEN DISCOUNTED, BUT HAVE RAISED SOME QUESTIONS
SuglgcégblTION‘ RUMORS OF AN FBI CONSPIRACY AGAINST KING HAVE ALSO

LAWYERS FOR BOTH SIDES NOW SAY THAT WHETHER RAY GETS A TRIAL WILL Q

LIKELY BE DECIDED BY THE SUPREME COURT, POSSIBLY IN EARLY 1577,
"ANY WAY I SEE IT, THE SUPREME COURT IS GOING TO HAVE TO DECIDE
THE MATTER," LIVINGSTON SAYS, ®THEY. CTHE. PROSECUTION) FGUGHT US EVERY o
STEP OF THE WAY, IF WE WIN IN THE APPEALS COURT., THEY'LL FIGHT US ON
UP TO THE SDPREME COURT, IF WE LOSE, YOU CAN BE SURE WE'Ll APPEAL."
HENRY HAILE, A FORMER ASSISTANT TENNESSEE ATTORNEY GENERAL WHO WAS
PART OF THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT TO BLOCK A TRIAL FOR RAY.
"RAY'S ATTORNEYS WILL BE FIGHTING IN THE APPEALS COURTS AS LONG AS ¥\
LIFE AND BREATH HOLD OUT," HE SAID RECENTLY. ¢
RAY, WHO WILL PROBABLY FACE CHARGES IN MISSOURI AND ENGLAND EVEN ‘5(
IF HE CAN CONCEIVABLY WIN AN ACQUITTAL IN THE KING MURDER CASE, ‘f/
BECOMES ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLE 22 YEARS FROM NOW EVEN THOUGH HIS
SENTENCE DOES NOT OFFICIALLY EXPIRE UNTIL APRIL 29, 2019
BUT TENNESSEE'S RETIRING STAR PRISONER_SHOWED THE FIRST TRACE OF A
SMILE AS HE INDICATED HE'D RATHER RISK A TRIAL THAN CONTINUE TO SERVE
OUT HIS TERM IN HIS DINGY, CRAMPED PRISON CELL
wyou vz NEVER BEEN IN PRISON. HAVE YOW™ HE SAID WRYLY. "THAT'S

;g g NEED TO SAY."
Anv R 'AMS SUN APRIL 4
UPI 04-01 08323 PES

!
4
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By John M. Goshko and \\‘urren Brown
washingion Post St pff Writers

Jt '~"1r‘(~ Devartment’s

Y

The
Civit Rights Division next
week will recommend  that
Atiorney General Edward
H. Lf‘\s ﬁmmmt a commitiee
of persons ouiside ¢f dov-
crnment to ctudy the 16388
assassinatien Qf»th( Tev. Dr.
Aavtin Luther Tflmf J1

Informed s vrees sad the
recommendatiti by Ascist
ant  Attorney Goeneral
Stanley Pottinger will av:
thet an ind tent inc
ry iz nccessgaly CVen

thouuh a foui aqronth Justice
Dcpd\tmom eview  of m
Yira cose fovn A o evidene

that the FBI ov othier gov-
ey mment adone i w in-

¢

der because of recent reve-
lations that the FBI sub-
jected Fing to wirctapping
and harassment. Quostions
also have becnt yaised obout
whethier the raotives and ac-
tivities of the convieted as-

cegsin, James Eavl Ray, hav
been n\&]\» oupl

¥or ed the
[t \ T’o(hv\' er, who

headed review,
that an ind tependent ingu
s neressary 1o resolve the
questions still surrounding
the April 4, 1608 shooting o
King in Memphiz
. The inouiry would Geter-}
nine whethor a full-geale ine ;
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"lon should be reE sumed.
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In D, King’s

KING, Flom Al

ducted by persons independ-
ent of the Justice Depart-

" ment, which has policy con-

trol over the FBI.

According to the sources,
Pottinger is recommending
that the committec "of in-
guiry look into such ques-
tions as whether there was

any FBI complicity in
King’s death, whether the
FBI violated any laws or

policy guidelines in its deal-

“ings with King, and whether

any conspiracy, say, of
persons outside government,
was connccted to the mur-
der.

" fMhe sources said the study

ACDITJYH,HYC as envisioned in

Poltinge:

report, would
Lave no prosccutorial funce
tion. Instead, it would re-
view the record, hear new
evidence, if any, and advise
the Aftorney General
vhether it believes
tiive are grounds for puisu-
iny the King case, techni-
csilv never closed, with a re-
nety ed investigation.

that’

The sources said that Jus-
tice Department officials be-
lieve that a study committee
can be named under the
provisions of the 1972 Advi-
sory Commission Act, which
was designed to provide bet-
ter public insight into gov-
ernment operations. The
legislation requires that at
least one member he a gov-
ernment official with the
power to convene and dis-
miss meetings.

However, the sources
added, DPottinger’s recom-
mendation will be that most,
if not all, of the other mem-
bers bé drawn from outside
the government. Although
the sources would not specu-
late on names they said it
seeraed obvious that some
would be persons prominent
in the civil rights move-
ment.

Questions aboutl the King
case have been  growing
since last Noveraber when
tle Senate intelligence com-
mittec hearings revealed
that the Jate FBI director, J.
Edgar Hoover, had inspired

}

s Assassination

a secret, six-year campaign
to harass and try to discred-
it King. Agents bugged Dr.
King’s tclephone conversa-
tions and sent him an anon-
ymous letter containing def-
amatory information about
his personal life.

Ray, who has told a
murky and contradictory
story about his involvement
in the murder, is now seek-
ing to overturn his 99-year
prison sentence and win a
new trial. His lawyers have
said that if his eppeal is
granted, Ray will attempt to
prove that he was coerced
into pleading guilty to the
killing,

These devclopments
caused Levi to direct the
Civil Rights Division, which
is headed by Pottinzer, to

Felt
Baker
Bishop
Callahan _

Cleveland —
Conrad

LAFAS T

J. STANLEY TOTTINGER
... headed the review

review federal records relat
ing to the assassination for
any additional light they
might shed en the TBDs
campaizn against King ald
its pursuit of Ray |

3
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{Inguiry on Dr.King Death.

b

1
¢
N

. By JOENM.

!
y
F R
H
f

o ,WASHINGTON; March 23—
-=The Justice Department's civil

* “*rights division, after a four-

* month study of Federal records
relating to the assassination
- -of the Rev. Dr, Martin Luther
* King Jr:, has found no evidence
+ of government complicity or
- of a tangible conspiracy in the
- black leader’s death, according
to department sources. T
But Assistant Attorney Gen-
_ eral J. Stanley Pottinger, who
headed the review of files com-
piled at the time of Dr. King's
death in 1968, is nevertheless
- expected by some Justice offi-

cials to recommend a new in-lvers reportedly have found no
quiry into the assassination in¥ihnt that the F.B.IL played a

hopes of resolving persistent
questions, about the motives
~end activities of James Earl
Ray, the convicted assassin.

One source noted that Mr.
Pottinger’s report on the mat
ter, described as “quite length-
ly,” would not be sent to
Attorney General Edward H.
,Levi until late this week or
early next and that a- recom-
mendation to begin a full-scale
field investigation of the Mem-
phis assassination had_not yet
been committed to paper.

But the source said that a

new investigation would be
“the most credible way to
handle” the renewed public
concern that resulted from dis-
closures last November by the
Senate Intelligence Committee
~of a secret six-year effort by
- the.Federa] Bureau of Investi-
gation WG~harass and discredit
Dr., King.

Those disclosures prompted
Mr. Levi to ask the civil rights

Finds No Plot or US .Role

Special to The New York Times

- division to reviecw both the

CREWDSON -  ©

rupt Dr. King's sivil rights cam-
paign and the volumes  of
evidence gathered by the bure-
au in its search for Mr. Ray,
who was sentenced to 99 years
in jail after confessing his guilt
as Dr. King’s murderer.

There was initial concern
among past and present Justice
lawyers familiar with the King
case that the F.B.I, might have
contributed directly of inadver-
tently to Dr. King’s death or
might have failed to warn him
of a plot against his life.

Although the civil rights law-

role in Dr. King's death, or
that Mr. Ray was only a part
of a larger asszssination con-

-

spiracy, they appareffiyiave

concluded that a nrew new|..

F.B.I. investigation of the mur-
der would prove ‘or disprove,
once and for all, Mr. Ray's
allegations. ' |

Mr. Ray is' now seeking a
new trial, and his case is before
the United States Court of Ap-
peals for the Sixth Circuit in
Cincinnati. If ‘his appeal is
granted, his lawyers say, he
will attempt to show only that
he was coerced into admitting
his guilt and will not help!
identify the “reai’ assassin.

Mr. Ray admits to -having
been in Memphis on April 4,
1968, the day that Dr. King
was felled by a high-powered
rifle bullet fired from a room-
ing house near his hotel. But
the prisoner has since told a
tangled and someiies conira-
dictory story that makées him
out to be a pawn in a larger

plot to murder Dr. King. E

‘F.B.I.’s covert altempt to dis-|
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Article on lnvaders

—PAGE &

lnstitute told ‘the * Tri-State
Defender that a recent report
on the now defunct militant
organization by a New York
newspaper is not completely

—TRI-STATE DEFENLER™

accurate. .
’ C —'EMPH TENKESSEER
-Smith, who served on the mIP I3 TENKESSED ;
executive board of the - -
Invdders said he, and other r” )

members of the organization
were aware of infiltrators long
before the death of Martin
Luther King, Jr. Smith said -
those sources used in the
article appearing in the
-Garden City . Newday was:
misleading. ‘He said “people,
when asked to speak on
aspects of a subject they are
familiar with, have a tendency
to talk about that aspect which -
thgy know lggast about. )
*%is ms obviously the-

Date: 75 B Z-Q, ,97b

Edition:

chse. " he- 'w‘ﬂﬂuqd@"‘wlﬂn Author:

Thous itgnds of De King who Baer:  WIITTIER

the writer used as sources. - o FNGSTACICE ‘
The story said “according to Q‘) Tf‘{?'b SENGSTACT

some witnesses, the 100- N Q, . i

member . group called the

Invaders ied the March 28

riots - which attempted to

discredit King’s efforts.”
“Following ‘the rot, in

which one youth was killed,
stores injured, and 238

RO arrested, Ki od that he
~ KEROX ¥ e mmr:gt:?rum mt he
still could, | ﬂ;wi .non-violént
APR ‘ 28 1976 demonstra on

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Character:

or

Classification:
%Submltﬂnq ottice: MEMPIITS

| I Being Investigated

A

UNRECCORDED 7Y {ILED |



s i
Q£ R ~
0 =)
}:E o
s &
—
fo‘l;,n o
>'as
S P
SO ve .
<o
(9% )
o

8 1M 7

e,
LA

AR |7

3261 4y a1 G 7wy ,

184
- SLHOI Aig-g,g 3y

L

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

o

- :U“
= =0
: )
o
3y
T,
e i
oot -
o ~3
o
- o
S A
oy iy
o o
Mg
~ <
-~ ~
- ~—
ey
.



Smith - said -~since the
organization felt that a small
nucleus of the black com-
munity was leading King in
the wrong direction as far as
strategy was. concerned, the
Invaders decided they would
not take part in the march. He
said at the time many people
were dawning Invader jackets
because “they were very easy
to make.”

Smith sald it wasn’t that
people were interested in
what happened to Dr. King at
the time, rather it was what
would happen to the other
black ministers such as Rev.
James - Lawson and Rev.

3

The article written
ayne stated, “several FBI

informants and at least one
undercover agent from the
Memphis Police Department
were among the most active
members of a young, violence
prone black group which
openly

the city’s sanitafion workers.”

Smith said the organization
had many people associated
with it ‘directly and indirectly
who were on the payrolls of
khe FBI, CIA and Memphis
Police Department. As for the
members of the Invaders that
infiltrated our group, some of
our members had seen him in
Indiana and were aware of

the fact that he was an in-

by i_es .

opposed King’s ,
peaceful  march & supporting .

ups - met,.with
iis  staff and
wed ‘violence

RNy were given
$750,000 to redevelop their
community ‘They just got
louder and louder,” one aide
who was at the meefing
recalled. “We told them we
didn’t have access to that kind
of money. We had to put
them out.”

Smith stated, “There were
no shouting matches. We
attempted to show Dr. King
that the time had come for
community organizing at a
grass roots level. Smith stated,
“King allowed himself to be
led by a small segment of the
Memphis black leadership.
We got the impression that,
during the meeting, he un-
derstood what we were saying

.and that is that the younger

the Memphis

ped
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2ople are hired to do this on a goo

: | see this necessity for
of divergent voices, | am dedicat¢
‘ommisslon 'pollcy as the Ealg

h
e ] :
. adc
n By HORACE SAVAGE
- A word needs be said about Lane College’s . Reverer
+  awareness of our national history as all hands  advice but
,  at this historic institution celebrate the 200th  preacher, ¢
|; Anniversary .of our, nation. : impar; th;
" Dr. Ronald Cunningham, head of the goe "0
e Division of Social Sciences, pointed the way e v o
y b securing the services of the Revefend * ‘o words
/f +Jesse Jackson, to appear at Lane. Reverend
e Jackson made a vivid impression upon the Dr. Ror
d overflow crowd that attended his appearance ~ most of tl
it at the college. sieﬁrz\;ioes: \
w Dr. Cunningham said that the national flack:osnm‘i

,.  presiddent of P.U.SH. was delighted to come members «

" and fellowship with citizens and students of tendance. :
Jackson. Reverend Jackson said some very resident. -
pointed things, while speaking at.the historic p ’

.They cam
St. Paul CMEE. Church. “and to apf

dackson said “Black parents need to cut off rights . . .
tglevislon in the evening; ﬁetween 7ta9 p.m a6
¥éncourage th en to study Lo a pr

1“ “hemewsrk | .. Children need té soefiing " JEEIND
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MAY 1762 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

. Assistant Attorney General DATE: 2/17/76

Civil Rights Division
ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY

: Director, FBI

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Reference ismadeto __ memorandum dated
(your file ).

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent
dated at

A. [] This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. [] The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of
reports as they are received.

C. [ The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. [] Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further
developments.

G. (] This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H. [] This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

Enc ! C’,
’ l SEE NOTE PAGE TWO... . L k/

. ) e )
i ) / Ny N

fo0 o Y s

t - \ |

kY . A
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NOTE: Attached is a copy of a UPI Wire Service article
dated 2/14/76. Our files at FBI Headquarters,

Washington, D. C., and at our Memphis Office contain no

information relative to this reported threat against

Ed Redditt. No further investigation is being conducted

concerning this UPI article unless specifically requested

by the Department.
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BY RICK VAN SANT 5
CINCINNATI (UPI) =- MARTIN LUTHER KING'S conrzssxn ASSASSIN HAS R,

%%ﬁﬂGE% ggs STORY =-=- BUT HE'S HAVING TROUBLE FINDING A TRIAL JUDGE TO S

ATTORNEYS FOR_JAMES EARL RAY WENT TO COURT TUESDAY WITH A REPORT .
RAY NOW CLAIMS HE IS INNOCENT AND WANTS A TRIAL,

ATTORNEY JAMES LESAR ARGUED BEFORE THE UsSe SIXTH CIRCUIT COURT OF . =
APPEALS THAT RAY ®CONTENDS HE DID NOT SHOOT KING" AND MAINTAINS HIS o
1969 GUILTY PLEA WAS ILLEGALLY *COERCED " N

THE THREE-JUDGE PANEL QUIZZED RAY'S ATTORNEY IN AN UNUSUALLY LONG o
75-MINUTE ORAL_ARGUMENT, IT IS EXPECTED TO TAKE SEVERAL WEEKS BEFORE - ',
DECIDING 1F RAY SHOULD BE ALLOVED TO CRANGE HIS PLEA AND STAND PTRIAL. \
A TRIAL POSSIBLY COULD SHED LIGHT ON THE DEBATED QUESTION OF
VHETHER A CONSPIRACY LED TO THE MURDER OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER IN" ¢
MEMPHIS, TENN., ON APRIL 4, 1968, Ao

RAY PLEADED GUILTY MARCH 10, 1969, T0 FIRST-DEGREE HURDER AND ISIi? S

SERVING A 99~-YEAR SENTENCE AT NESSEE STATE PRISON IN NASHVILLE
"RAY CONTENDS HE DID NOT_SROOT KING.' LESAR SAID AFTER COURT
TUESDAY. "HE CLAIMS HE WAS FRAMED. -,

LESAR ARGUED THAT RAY WAS COERCED BY HIS FORMER ATTORNEY, PERCY .. &
FOREM TO PLEAD GUILTY., THE NEW LAWYER SAID FOREMAN WAS INTERESTED . \p@®
IN GETTING THE CASE CLOSED TO MAKE MONEY FROM MAGAZINE, BOOK AND " %
MOVIE RIGHTS TO RAY’S STORY .

RAY'S HOPE FOR A TRIAL HINGED ON WHETHER THE COURT DECIDES 4 ,
FOREMAN'S ACTIONS VIOLATED RAY'S RIGHT TO RESPONSIBLE COUNSEL. A
LOWER FEDERAL COURT IN TENNESSEE ALREADY HAS RULED AGAINST RAY, AND
TUESDAY 'S HEARING WAS AN APPEAL OF THAT DECISION.

JUDGE ANTHONY CELEBREZZE TOLD LESAR THAT RAY STATED IN COURT IN
1969 HE WAS NOT BEING COERCED INTO PLEADING GUILTY, -
LESAR SAID, "RAY DISTRUSTED FOREMAN, BUT FELT HE WAS BOXED IN."
ASKED JUDGE WILLIAM MILLERs "WHY DID RAY PLEAD GUILTY AND TAKE THE
ADVICE OF SOMEORE HE MISTRUSTED 7"
LESAR R PLIED "WHO ELSE WAS_ HE GOING TO -GET ADVICE FROM? RAY HAD
- ALREADY FI ONE ATTORNEY AND FOREMAN TOLD HI 'YOU GET RID OF ME,
YOU 'RE GOING TO GO TO TRIAL WITH THE PUBLIC DEF NDER.

* THE FACT IS RAY WANTED A TRIAL, BUT HE WANTED IT UNDER AN
ATTORNEY WHO HAD INVESTIGATED HIS CASE. HE WAS AFRAID FOREHAN WAS
GOING TO THROW A TRIAL,"

WILLIAM HAYNES JR, OF THE TENNESSEE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE ’
ARGUED THAT RAY SHOULD NOT GET A TRIAL BECAUSE FORE "DID MAKE AN
EXTENSIVE AND EXHAUSTIVE‘ INVESTIGATION INTO THE CAS

" BUT HE FOUND NOTHING TO REFUTE THE STATE'S CASE. AND IF T OREMAN

WAS TO SAVE HIS CLIENT'S'LIFE, IT REQUIRED A GUILTY' PL i ", '““-;
“5p1 o2-ou 01334 AES . ""?:Fﬁ ;

0P CUl " \

OmEDE:i_Z ?;& S 46 ::p 11 97

8"4“ &gl ;fﬂ é%}.h
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" judge panel, that Ray. had ‘
- signed stipulations admitting \\ !
! tp the: 1968 sniper shooting se i .

- ‘Naghville; ‘as saying h¥: wis
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Bay ‘Caemed’ B

-CINi INNATI-\ ames
Ray did -not *shéot{!.‘vﬂ mgg i
leader Martin Luther. King
and was. ‘‘coérced’’. into -
pleading. guilty, his. gttorney
argued before the Sixth U.S,
Circuit Court of Appeals. -

James  Lesar,  of
Washington, told the -three-*,

v - / 2 UG )N ‘/‘—}”

e

that he could eventua

new trial and changﬂhhli?p%gga

- It was g t»eehmca ai

§1énlty lt;lo ({&ﬁ 1 ¢
eo abtack"' plea,’

Le;Iarsaid. ; piga,. i
e quoted Ray, now serving

a 99-yedr prison ferm. in the:

Tennessee State Prison in -

""fmmed” and. ‘wds’
wzllmgly a part of any cx;g’f :

spiracy in rega
nhrder. é”rd"--m!,. 6 King . I4' 3:
The Washington l'ost £

Washington Ster-News ——————
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal ———
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The National Observer ————
The Los Angeles Times —————
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: (RAY)

2 CINCINNATI (UPI) == JAMES EARL RAY CONTENDS HE DIDP NOT ASSASSINA?E
: MARTIN LUTHER KING AND ONLY PLEADED GUILTY TO THE MURDER BECAUSE HE

- WAS " COERCED" BY LAWYER PERCY FOREMAN, AN ATTORNEY FOR RAY ARGUED

TODAY

'RAY CONTENDS HE DID NOT SHOOT KING," ATTORNEY JAMES LESAR SAI%
- AFTER ARGUING BEFORE A FEDERAL APPEALS COURT THAT RAY BE ALLOWED TO ,
'DROP HIS 1969 GUILTY PLEA TO KILLING KING IN MEMPHIS, TENN., ON APRIL f?

# 196
* ‘THE "FACT 1S RAY WANTS A TRIAL.' ADDED LESAR, “HE CLAIMS KE WAS

MED *

UBDGE ANTHONY CELEBREZZE ASKED LESAR HOW RAY COULD CLAIM THAT
FOREMAN™™ COERCED® THE GUILTY PLEA FROM HIM WHEN RAY PREVIOUSLY TOLD
ANOTHER JUDGE HE WAS NOT COERCED INTO ENTERING THE PLEA.
~_"THE PROBLEM IN COERCION IS THAT THE PERSON UNDER COERCIOB UILL
DENY IT," ANSWERED LESAR.

UPI 02-03 01810 PES ’

- - - -
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- der of the csmnﬁm‘m W
txgate Assassmatxons, who li

ﬂ)e case, also w1thout being
able to.. estahlwh any firm s

of &
Wx 1

' unpunished that,.ws
g v i

tried to mducel

part-of .a. larger *piot“
against - Dr. King's | life, -sent
- word to the Justice Dapnrtmen
hxs lawyers dwt he
not testify.

‘ ‘Mr.. Ray’s lawyers cqncede
fsw that their client_ may, as the|M
omemt.. Justice De rtment
{mve “some knowledge” con-
the invo}vanméwm~
\ rq the .shoeting, but the
" say«that his  refusal to tal
- .stems from his fear of reprisals
froth fo-conspirators, Such fe-
b}:rqﬂl they - add, ;mgge mi}y
catried out inside walls
lﬂd Tennessee, State Periten-|der
m Nas_hwlle where the
r. Ray is. se'rvmg

. Attw Mr. Ray pleaded!s
guﬁ Mmmué pro fpes

{_‘
6T RECORDED"
- 46 rri + 1976
84 FEB4 1978 —__ —

ted ¥aLei ANE

ha

ingly eonvin

bﬂity for: mveshgaﬁnz’

tﬁe moment - it
become increas-
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whnte Mustang, also fmanoed
by Raoul. The weapon, Mr. Ray

says, was-to be shorwn to pro-

sapaécm'e customers in &n arms

sale,”

‘Mr. Ray told his first Jawyer,
- Hi ; form

8 the sustgtcion & a
spiracy persists in
of many, from . ;

[berz, * the . fdemer 1

chicken farmer who ‘has h
himself an * invh
tigator”

assaséinations, #6 the
high-ranking Justice ,
ment official wha recen
flected on the evidence
decided that My m
“probably not a solo.

Y ‘the mi% house
ite the Loﬂ,mae otel. He
e was eventually joined
Qanadian,: whio asked
lmn tao leave the rifle and. wait
m a downstau's bar., -

Hanes recalled in a. meﬁn i

teiephom conversation that
Ray had said “he’ donte ay

AN
f3

down the stairs to street,
l;v;here he droy beltm rifle ang
r. s other an
cli bginto the Ml?t?:gxs
o lamteags of Br. Koy
’s
murder until he heard. about it
on a_car radio sometime later,

After four blocks, Mr,)

Ray said,,Raoul i Jout of'
the ‘opre and vanished and.Mr.
Ray contmueﬂ on tor msqsmpp:
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ome 'Wate

-

ra

. of Pontiac, Tocqueville ent¢
7 wilderness” that he found as en
Ips. This area today is a shabby s to m Chilean
.usmzsses marginal farms, -ur
: are scattéred for miles. along t
s. The dismal one- and two-sto:
‘scattered for miles along the ! L
{ons, a drive-in movie, a Big Boy I S
lers, a motorcycle’ shop, a boat B A Y
t golf course, bars, mobile-hom S e
n repair shop. Public'ownershir e
!txsmostanywheredn;hlwc . IR
wvule speat th secund night ir A b e
:nt of two or i huits aloag t! : . el

Wlint Divraw B -y .

IC. n&ucb

»By'MichaelJ.H_a_;ri co

masswe...extamvemd - DR
While the CI.A mmntains U

. imoney was spent to keep di

i _ opposition alive under Dr. A

:  fact the money. was strategi

:  tributed to help democratic

. democratic foes.

R RS )

. The CI.A.’“helped found 1
’ atoupl’a
paymems for at least anothe
“On Nov. 5, 1971, the 49 Cc
the .. high-level - panel . that
covert - C.LA:: activitles, \®
-$815,008 tb; ‘afbnyg other thi
duce a’ 6plit in thePepi
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ms cen-

; -.invest:gam mlm
all’ ank robberies at
the time of Br King’s murder
but wes not ‘able to, link Mr

them. The'
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Intefligence Ammfy

/ phaninplste -m& it Me, conttol | po-
1 that small and vulfier- thace
A carefyl reader of this ¢hat 1
n 10 ghe conclusion that have 1
tes Government, bears a  alone.
fhility for the destrué- instan
«democracy. - group
1as been. mterpreted by - direct!
eful readers ‘as exonerr . ceived
ad States from responsi- month
“the C.LA, did not ‘that v
:l evenis in Chile, To . ers:
gment would: ‘cofnmit us " ‘tween
ptoposmou. To be’ heia sector
r the" consequences of which
one must be in total . srile:
‘e comsequences. By this ' charge
1d be few things indeed’ C.LA.
could hold the Govern- gnd t
ile. 1f"our Government " Heeply
xtly control events i Sec:
re. than it ¢an control 4 o'
lation in- “this country— tween
d 1ts best‘ . N 'emn.
three major chargea count:
.A¢ that 'the report has 1
ed to have dispelled: candic
financed the . truckers’ ~comm
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MONTGOMERY, ALA. (UPI) -- DR MARTIMN LUTHER KING JR. WAS KILLED BY
A CONEPIRACY, HIS WAMILY AND CLOSEST ASSOCIATES SAID TRINDA CALLING
FOR AL IP‘TS%IGA?IOK INNEPENDENT OF THE JUSTICE DEPARTMINT AND TEl.
"THERE WAS MOREZ THAN ORE TINGIR OF THAT TRIGGER AND SOMT OF THEM
WERE BLACK SAID KING'S TATHTR, DR. MART LUTHER KING SR., TROY THE
PULPIT ””“ér KING BEGAN HIS CARTER.
n"THE CILLED BY A CO(SPI?APV SAI2 DRe RALPY D,
LING CESSOR AZ ”"A? oF THE OU7H€?° CHRISTIAK
ONTE E Ee "WI WART A OQOU”U INVESTIGATION, AND 10T BY
DEPARTMENT AND NOT BY TYE TBI. WE DON'T TRUS% TUE TEIL"
PO°V‘TA SCOTT XING, THEI WIDOY OF THT SLAIN CIVIL RIGHTS LTA?:R%
SAID OLLY A PROBE IS“EPEFW'TT T THE TBI "CAN ERASE ALL DOURTS ALD
THE SHAME SURROUNDING THE ASCAUUI.\.ATIO‘ AND THE ACTS OV THE TBIL"
"THEZRE APPEARS TO BT A COHEPIRACY SHE SAID. "IT DOES NOT APPEAR
IT COULD HAVE BEEN THE WORYX 07 OuE VAN;" ZITHER SHE KCR ANY OTHERS
NAMED ANY PEREZONS AS DOSCIPLr PARTICIPANTSE IN A CONSPIRACY.
KING WAS CHO“ IN MEFPHIS IN 19°8. JAYES TARL RAY PLEADED GUILTY 'TO

THE MURDER
e CALL 203 ArSgh TivTeny ATIOR

FIRST MASS

CATAPULTED KING TO NATIONAL ATTENTION .
MRE. KING CITE .ECEI” R”VELATIO S OF

HER HUSBAND AS RTASONS TOR Al IIVIETI

b ‘v

Q“V-IC' DEPARTMENT .

SPEZAKING TO A WILDLY CHEERING CROWDR OF

SPEAKIR ATTFR SPEAXKTH PRAISED KING ARD S
CIVIL RIGHTS MQOVEMENT HAD MANV ACCO”PL;S

"1}1- vrA\ITT" TUD;\ nT) "l"\_!’M ‘-'nA-JLE (\T T}": v;\}- '
TREENOM," SAID ABLRIATHY. CON

3 b

"y 'UERY PROUD WE'VE CO¥E TROM A VOTE
ETLPLTCC PLOPLE 70 A PELOPLE WHO CAL AND ©
POVER POLITICALL”,™ SAID ROSA PARKS, 1W10S
SIFELD ¢TI RUS czat TO A WUITT ST OFF TUE
%1 DAVS BEFQORF TUT SUPRIEME COURT BARRED <

hz. -v—7 ;\r-n
e ! Tt

UrPl 12-0-

-4
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HAS SINCE SQUGHT TO CHANGE

JZETIGATION

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE i

1S PLEA.

WAS VMADE AT CEREMONIES
COMMEMORATING THE 2CTH ANNIVERSARY OF THEI MONTGOMERY RUS BO”POTTL
ACTION OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVENERT AND THE EVENT TIAf

TBI ATTEMPTS TO DISCREDIT

INDEPENDERT OF THE

AT DES PITF

I S

S AND A HOPELESS AND A
LD HOLD THE BALANCE OF
v on nn

2TGATICH ON BUEZES.
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By Geo}geLardnerJr. PPN
, ;" Washington Post Staff writer ‘Départmen®l Gen. Inv
ey HA”or_ney General Edward " Robert Havek said Ident -
Jtisltliec? Pll)as instructed two top deadline was sét for tise. X | .
. Department officials but :that Le§i ordered it fispection
\t/(;stl-‘gv;‘?w the FBPs in- started “at oncg.” L Intell,
'8ation of the Suggesting @at the review
assassination of Martin was ;largelyg pre‘caumer\; Laboratory ____
Luther King Jr. and consider measure, Hai! emphasized Legal Coun. ___
wi'xe”&eer ltrsth‘)"’dtb.er*’l‘(’pened. fl‘:‘“ “it's not  reopening of Plan. & Eval.
A department ‘spokesman € investigaon.” He said. *
said yesterday that Levi took Levi has no regeon to ook 8 Spec. Inv.
ason to think Traini
. ng

FBI probe of King’s mugpder

‘tjhe step in light of last week’s ough
inltzzcll]iogseu"zs by the Senate wmasnagnything&nthor‘wi e fm. —
nce committee of a TG wasxm M 4, ' '

concerted 'FBI undercover 1965, at the kmed%m : A
campaign to discredit King as M m “ s, Tenh. Th liﬂ- P '
a civil rights leader that began - Tesigation, cof ' |
in the early'19605 and con- Mfederal civil mmtml On- |
]t:)r:;:ed after his death in April, ! somm‘emthmr@Anwaﬂxs" in :

Léyi ordered the review [;;(DWARDH' Bl i ’mm E”bseqhm.y( pwla’ter‘ :
IXImjday zin. a brief note t -« .asks study of FBI inquiry l_%ay';u juentl ) o
Jssslts ta;’.f }‘;l()r,neys General The Attorney General 'was SWItY to the ber and is L
the dona rierunger, head of  quoted as instructing them “to ~ SCTVINE a‘”'yea”‘p'm@;f””‘“ hing ‘
Di cepartment’s Civil Rights review the file and to Howqu‘, he is appealing She- o
Trllglrsx;gﬂ}gﬁndhm;hard L.~ recommend to mewhetherthe =~ CONViCtion in the fzg&ﬂ ‘

A » nead of the investigation - ‘ o T e y
Criminal Division. re‘)I>‘3Y1€§;-l’’Km should b‘e See FHI, A3, Col.2 " \

T
’/1 - - o j e
I 74 -~ / ﬁ l 0
ot

st
/ﬂ“p
pressed information on the:
King case” and'declared that f
ke was planning a freedom-#i-
information. lawsuit for the
records- of the' FBI i
vestigation when Levi ordered
thereview, oy :
The Justice Department’ -
also has said m;f studying the

FBI From Al
courts with claims that he was
browbeaten into  pleading
glilty'and that he was a “fall

“Aecording to Havel, a Civil
Rights Division, Jawyer..in- .
veivéd. in the original FBI
i&;ﬁ&ﬁlﬂﬁoﬁ has told Levi it

ThaWe
Podc
N-290¢
>~
-3
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widow of Martin Luther King

NAmoBi Nov. zz~'rhe e

said  today . that ‘his . i ‘

assassination apparently was -
caused. by a government

conspiracy’ and that .in-
vestigations into his slaying
should be reopened.

“T don’t, have the faets, but
at this stage I say it appears
there was a conspiracy in the
death of my husban "
Coretta‘ngsand .

“The "~ way ‘he was
documented and followed
areund by Hoover and the
CIA when he was ahbroad, it
would have.to have been at-
tached to the forces of our
government that felt he was a
threat to the system as it
existed,” Mrs. King said.

She referred to the U.S.
Central Intelligence Agency

and to the late Federal Bureau :

of Investigation ,chief, J.
Edgar Hoover.

Mrs. King, on a three-nation
African tour, arrived here
Wednesday. She was in-
terviewed before a meeting
with Kenyan wemen leaders
arranged by the U.S, Infor-
mation Service,

She commented on the
review ordered by Atty. Gen.
Edward Levi of the FBI in-
vestigation of the King's
shooting death;in 1968. James
Earl Ray pleaded guilty to the
killing in -Memphis, Tenn.,
and was sentented w%years
in prison,

The FBI has acknowledged
that- it  undertook
harassment campaign - to
discredit ' King“but has con-
cloded that Ray acted alene in
King’s’ assassmatlon. Leévi
ordered a review of the ina
;rmﬁxgatmmof s K
gt

“Igm very aged by
this. ¥ do feél with %egricéﬁt
‘investigations into the FBI
and. *CIA we have new
evndence,_ confirmed
evidence,” shesaid.

“I feel it Tequires further
investigati g.tmq ithe.death’of
my husbat as the’
assassmations ‘of others from
‘the Kerinedys on.

“I think there are-\grounds

‘for reopening the case. I have
always felt there was more to
it than came out. I also felt
serméliow in .the-long rar of
shistery it would . be
revealed—just what dld
‘happen,” she said.
Mrs. King told the Kenyan
‘women Hoover tried to
distredit her husband by
alleging he stole somé money,
sought self-glorification and
was sexually immoral.

The last accusation was “‘an
effqrt'to get me upset andturn
me against him,” she said. I
was never aﬂected because I
kr%.ew fiis moral commi*ments.

“From the grave i truth
hgs risen,” Mgs King-added. ria \/\..) o 4,,‘
i officials: new know it
wis Hoover. and’ not Martin ﬂ o
Lumg' King' who wn immoral [
andgnjust,™ .S <,

- B2
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