Right Le
Of Dr. Klng 7

abhorrent -to. ail Amertms,'

- By LeonDash :

Washington Post Staff wmer

Civil rights activists the
Rev. Ralph Abernathy and
¢omedian " Dick Gregory
yesterday called upon
President Ford to open a new
“independent investigation”
into the assassination over
seven yeats ago of civil rights
leader the Rev ‘Martin Luther
King Jr. :

During a 1éminute press
conference in front of the
White - House;  Abernathy,
president of the Southern
Christian Leagdership Con-
ference, said héawanted a new
“thorofpgh investigation into
the trdgic assassination of the
most peaceful warrior of the
20th Century,” King.

On Wednesday night,
President Ford said'at a White
House press conference that
an- effort’ should be made to
identify agents in the Federal
Bureau of Investigation who
conducted a campaign of
character assassination
against King.

Ford stopped short of saying
that the FBI agents should be
fired or prosecuted for their
part in the "campaign,
however. The activities aimed
at-Dr. King were conducted at
the direction of the late FBI

according to- a Senate in-
telligence i‘eport released last
week .

“F cermn]y condemn those -
were taken-

actions whl
regarding Martin Luther
King,” Ford shid. “I think itis

mcludmgmywelf

Us. Attorney General
Edward H. Levi on Monday
instructed Assistant Attorneys
General J. Stanley Pottinger,
head of thg Justice Depart-
ment’s civil rights division,
and Richard L. Thornburgh,
head of the criminal division,
to review the. FBI's in-
vestigation “of the
assassination of King, Levi
told the two officials to con-
sider if the investigation
should be reopened. :

Gregory said he .does ‘not

think . any new mv%tlgamm_
into King’s assassination in-

Memphis, Tenn., on April 4,
1968, should be conducted by

- the FBI because of the recent

allegations regarding their
harassment of King. “I'm not
that interested in the FBI
investigating itself,”. said
Gregory. He said ‘he believes
the agency has “‘covered up”
the King assassination.

Both  Abernathy and
Gregory said they had
presented new evidence to the
Justice Department and FBI
last July 3, that James Earl
Ray,.the convicted assassin of
King, did not act alone.

“The evidence shows that

t " more than one person was
director,"J. Edgar Hoover, -

involved in the. King
assassination,” Abernathy
said. “I"am calling for a new
trial for James Earl Ray” so
the new evidence could be
examined, he said.

Both men said that Robert
Byron Watson, in federal

in Toronita, aamﬂa, hava new
evidence to. provide in.con-
nection with King’'s death.

_They said they did not know

what charges Watson and

" Andrews have been convicted

i

of.

Thirty-two persons, in-
cluding city councilman David
A. Clarke, marched in front of
the White House _yestérday in
support -of the demand fora
new mv&txgatmn mto Kings
death. .

Clarke, forme du'ectar of

" the: now defunct

Washingten
bureau of $CLC, said “T thitik
thére are enough reasans to
haws; . the investige von
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The FBI and Dr ing =
linanswered questnons

In thxs col\m'm almost,
exactly a year ago, I wrote -
the following about the
FBI's attempt to destroy
Dr. MartinLuther King: -

“Is it a proper FBF func-
tion for agents to mail to the
wife of a man the FBI direc-
tor despxses a tape record-
ing suggesting that the man
has a sexual affair going
- with another woman?
Should this tape be used

" this way primarily because’

agents close to the FBI
director hope that sending-
-it to the wife will activate
the hated n’s Wy
_toward sui
done under Hower i

The front pages of Amen-
ca recently haveé blared
forth most of the story of
Edgar ‘Hoover’s gr
,to destroy the repui ation
“and influence of Dr. King.
With FBI officials now ac-
km“ledglng these man-
strous efforts to destroy the
civil rights leader, I write
not o say I told you so.”

I wish only to have
Afoericans realize that
what I wrote in, 1974, but
mére importantly what 1
wrote in many columng
about Hoover and the FBI
in'1969, was true. ~ - B

When I first' revealed
what Hoover and the FBI

‘done to Dr. King, for
reisms of Hoover’s venal-
Fy | spite, political
ui ,,‘ gy, I stirred up quite .
ass. 1 shall never forget
thag wnen Vera Glaser and

ghenson asked
ﬂmer who had started the

m:ww over illegal
v m Jate-: F&i

e

This ms.

“'l‘hat racist columnist,
Rowan.” ‘Millions of Amen-
cans were a lot more pre-
pared ‘to believe that I was
& black racist, forced by
pa'mnoia to make “incred-
ible” chdrges against Mr.
FBI, than to believe that
Hoover would engage in
blackmail and other crimes.

How could Amencans be-
lieve that hero Hoover al-
most died of apoplexy when
Time magazine named King -

‘“Man of the Year”; that he

would encourage a.scarri-
Jous Attempt it blackmail

to. twduce suicide

to prevent Dr. King from :

even accepting the Nobel

rnce prize;; that he would .
8 1o try. tg

aﬁm;g a ﬁ?m of the mag

sive 1963 civil rights march
of which the Reverend.King
was a leader. |

Now that the Senate and
various FBI officials have
made it clear that I knew
what I was writing about

.six -years ago, perhaps

you'll treat seriously what
I'in about to say:

I am utterly convinced
that ‘the FBI knows a lot
more about the assassina-
tion of Dr. King than has
ever been revealed.

The FBI kept Dr. King
under both electronic and

: physical surveillance right ~wh

"up to the time he was. killed,
"and the campaign to destroy
his reputation continued
long after the aSSassinatmn
in Memphis.

! ‘SW

Hoover asscd around

“every time King smiled at a
woman, Or vice wversa.
Given this kind of surveil-
lance, why were there no
FBI “informants” aréund
‘to see someone firing a. gim
at Dr. King?

1 look back at notes I taok
during private sessions with

.top FBI personitel when the |

FBI supposedly was press-

ing one of.its lamestman- .

hunts in history

for Dr. King’s kﬂ}er Iview |~

those notes in the l&ht of
recent revelaﬁpm regard-

‘ing FBI activi homa
bome and CIA qs$

sttomocs sboad, and L par.

people the whole

Ming s murder.

1 recall the strange diffi- -

‘culties James Earl Ray,
who was imprisoned for the:
lullmg,I had mﬁh his attor-
neys gg,te the repea,tc.d.
squelching of his claims
that he is the patsy for.
other conspirators. I look
back at the evidence and

am personally convinced

that .Dr. was
not conceived — perhap;&
not even executed e hy
.}mes Earl hy alone

'We may never knew’ tht
whole truth. But that Senate
committee ‘ought to go on
and explore the question of

Bitter

ether, sthen King's
m fwmm i
into com ylg £
cide, theymioéhgrmﬁs
to “eliminiate™ i)
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Levi Orders Jus]
“ .f King Death §

From News Services' burgh “to review t!x
recommend to me v
tlzation should be

.l:gel'headsthec:

sion.

KIN&. PRE J
Southern

fore Pﬁteforhumdetorhﬁm,,_f :
Ry G i o Wi, B

.T‘ a = : ),

Tenn., in 1968.

aes iuelu%gn .m.%m’“ Mér",
' “V’i’Sacmn"lsminxtsellare." thi

opening of the matter,” said
Thorﬂ'  ‘man Jobn w“m “He has no mdxca- -

Wash. S’:Q‘f
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E I ‘Contll'med Eroiu AY‘. o
ahd instructed agents to do

" all they could to blunt his
. effactivness athenatmt

seit Kin one
mous letter - - P
bﬁu ttl:: cgmmehsm'
n face
on. some undisclosed alle-
ta‘tdions. tbe -committee

. Kblleysaklﬁlnninw Such
‘view yesterday that he is shou
: aotconsidaﬂng disclpﬁnary»

,ﬁ theaﬁence of any di- |
rect allegations of involve. .
ment in something illml "

y B’ mﬁmtﬁ mu

about pouihle dxscipllmrﬁ

_action 8%
with the FBI who were in-

. -volved in a decades-ling ..
" counter-intelligence 'opera- -

tion against the New Left,

" black militam "civil

orgamzations and other :

WP‘
Kell with an
cial' timony.be-
!on the Senate committee
theﬁr& vaas tgz legal
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: By John Carmody

iy The third in CBS’ four<part series on
“’!'he American -Assassins’” tonight
examines the circumstances of the
miwder of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on
April 4, 1968. . e
" . The documentary, at. 1030 p.m. on

Cﬁmnels (delayed for the conclusionofa: =

Washington Bullets game), makes a
powerful case for an ‘‘outside in-
wgsﬁga!mn” of both the circumstances

| Prevmw -
v wrmondng e Kot

removes itself, as best it can, froi
-emotions syrrounding the case .
‘making a clinical, dlspassnonate“
tation of the facts. .
hour is not “entertaining” ar
ém:"ttmg television. It is comps
- Hnahpmwrappedmﬂxecﬂdpowerd;
‘ a‘ﬁk»nstmcted courtroom argument 4
correspondent Dan' Rather points
qut: tomight, the King case differed in
seiverp respects from theothers— that of
Jghn F. Kemmedy, Robert F. Kennedy
the attempt on  George
lace—discussed in the CBS series.
's assassin, James Earl Ray,
. &:mly one of the accused assassins to
-fliéad guilty, though he has withdrawn -
¢ plea. Thus his is the only case still
the' courts. Ray seems  the logst
y motivated of alf. the accused

jid November 1975, when the Senate;,
ligence Committee revealed the FBL.

"y

/:

PO

A

h x N
had actually sent in 1964, what seemed to

, be a cruel, even unbelievable mvitatio'n
‘to Dr. King to commit suicide.

That kind of harrassment and the-
moving circumstances of Dr. King’s last
_ hours in Memphis—his strike’ leadership
and- his last, prophetic speech-on April
3— are never far from the viewer’s mind
tonight as the program examiines the
forensic and chronological -evidence
surrounding the murder.

" The on-the-scene investigation ticking
off the main points of evidence inthe case
against Ray seems to provethe evidence
was largely circumstantial.

Yet Ray did manage a clever’ escape

= frem .Meinphis; one that teok him to-
“Canada, England, Portugal and back to
“ALondon, where he fmally was arrested,

- months later. That journey, plauslbie

and yét oddly mysterious, still lingerg in
background of the King case, as dé¥s:
thtlzf lack of miotivation for the lnllmg it
sel
During the CBS probe, says’ Rathér
they learned of several suspected plot-
ting groups, including ‘“unnamed money
interests,”’ white racists, black militants,
_communists, the CIA—even the Quebec
Liberation Front.

That, of course, is theheartoi&z{ M'/! o
/ The Washington Post _p_L_

mystery in the déath of Dr. King. Ray's.

contention that his confession of guilt wiss
not free and voluntary willbe setﬂad ﬁ
the courts. f &
But what of the force& m ¥
someone not yet identifiad? That i 'the
baffling questions that this hour couid'nét

passibly answer, but w{neh nags the

Amgrican public. Accor. toae‘mpnll
taken in conjunction wi series;: 80
per cent. of .those polled. t] Ka:

‘was jnvolved with others; ‘tha

there was a’ conspiracy.” .
seems to prove there.are. M

<reasons to reopen the mseandather stxll,
" - or confirm such widely-held suspuci(mk
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NEW. YORK — CBS News otters tonight _af SO, DESPITE its work, the show winds up”~  ~ Laboratory
one-hour TV study (WTOP-S, 10:30°pit.)~0f 5o 1ding  the let’s-have-an-independgnt- Plan. & Eval
the 1968 assassination of Dr. Martin Luther j,y.ctigation call CBS News first made at. the ) t
King Jr., whether James Earl Ray did it, ong of its November probe into the Kennedy Spec. lnv. ;
a?d, if so, whether he acted alone or as part 5gnssination. '?‘ Training Ny
Ol a consprracy. . . -At that time, it said “history will be less Legal Coun.
Ray pleaded guilty in a Tennessee court in ponryced” if new congressional probes are Teleoh ’ R
1869 to King's slaying in Memphis, but re- 540 ahout information CBS said was with- elephone Em. —
nounced that plea, to no avail. He later failed ;.14 from the Warren Commission by the Director Sec’y . .

in a federal court bid to withdraw his plea cia and the FBI.
?“‘E go on trial, but a new effort by him n‘ow Tonight, it says that regardless of the
is pending befc_)re a federal appeals court.|  court decision Ray gets, doubts about thelcir-

cumstances of King’s assassination- still ‘will
) NIGHT’S sho : > 8ss ation St
TONIGHT'S show, correspondent Dan o ain and “an outside investigation is iiow

Rather says CBS News, in its probe into the " i
slaying of King, the black civil rights leader needed’’ to attempt to resolve those doubis.

and Nobel Peace Prize winner, tried to inter- T SAID THE probe could be made either
view Ray in prison. : by Congress or by an independent commis-

(o : .
“But due to the repeated advice of his law-sion appointed by the president.
yeirs, he wouldn’t talk for this broadcast,” he: On Monday night, CBS will air the last of
ailds. “So the best witness stands mute.”” | its four-program series on the shootings of
/Like CBS’ two-part November study pfmajor American leaders. It says that show
President John F. Kennedy's assassinaticp, Will: study the “doubts and discrepancit:s
tonight’s show revisits the scene of the s]ay.surx;oundmdg the assassination of Sen. Rotert
ing, re-studies the evidence and interviews F. Kennedy, D-N.Y.,, and the attempted
various persons, ranging from one of Ray’s assassination of Gov. George C. Wallace: of
cuirent lawyers to a Memphis landlady who Alabama. :
reried Ray a room. :

b s
IN THE KENNEDY shows, CBS cautiously e
concluded that while “it may never be estab-

lished” whether Lee Harvey Oswald acted . ’ 7 LA AL
alone, “the evidence indicates” that Oswald [ '
“probably did”’ shoot Kennedy. i \}‘ ‘ o
There’s none of that in tonight’s show. CBS F g . . ) i
fails to turn up any evidence of a conspiracy v The Washington Post T
to kill King and doesn’t offer any opinion, [1, Washington Star—News—_t__—E
evj‘mr a cautiously worded one, on w om''it ] Daily News (New York)
thinks may have killed him. ! T York Ti
t simply says, among other things, tFat = be New York Times
Tefinessee’s case against Ray as a lone The Wall Street Journal _—
assassin “was not as air-tight as we had he National Observer
been told,” that no onc saw the fatal shot . ,'Y’.F],h Los Angeles Time
fired and that there's no evidence Ray was ; ¢ Los fAngeles Times
ncar the scene of King’s death “at the mo- 3 ; !
ment of the murder.” :

And it reiterates thet ““what seered to he

1 f8) 25
s . os : Date _, l'Z A)
unguestionable proof — an unqualified plea / / v
of guilty — now is in legal contest’” and thata

federal appellate court decision on Ray's , 10 Y \

L
=

Caze may come soon. {0 0
i€ ;
v, 8 -/ Y
s (i\} A/‘V’ P - /z.
Vo el
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Gll. went to-
lead & march in -
striking  municipal .

workers,. The dig
turneg into a vigx:ﬁr q“ick"

gathe ’mmms“ press m%

g U

ol:hin_g ﬂxeotﬁm!said ap
fpumdmtiﬂxsréﬂhemns
| newspapers
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cmonﬁng.ity i lfn: the inad F.B.I
ormer :

official ‘said ﬂmti .  Hoover
had ordered the pubhc an-
‘nouncement of Mr. Ray’s cap-
ture: held up until the funeral
was under way, in the belief
that this ‘detract from
pubhcney surroundmg the

Onefncet of the FB.I inves-

Onfly after the thumb :ﬂnmpﬁw
was rushed to' W p?!gi items
FBI clerks begin

Pederal fugitives, in the beliefiquestion. -

3.000 ’ zromorrow'

mmi%my
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“ m&‘l wasg thﬁl“y obtained, has declaréd .~ Rec. Mgnt.
; ready to testify under oath before the House ', . Spec. lnv
Mﬂiﬁum Assassinations about the case.. Ray wrote. . ' e pec. v
W Hﬁeﬂh glfer.in a letter to New York Timies - “Byt h Py Training
ut haying to tssume }eg;nl}y that yéudo Ay
u thﬂﬂ LemiS. copies of which hie “ﬂt to . ‘jégr McMuhan S, (Sifé) nove ﬁh’ g Telephone Rm. __
”R;m s tar ‘n?a"v? yt:re l;:ﬁ::?{%ﬁ:- Cﬁﬂ A')l hérein igsus @ueotiu}yﬁro ol ‘ - Chey Director Sec'y ___
caidee offer Wi fnbion Jewyer, Enowledge. " . 3Dave. pefetred to literati an invitatien fo cossigef.
) gl there is nothing to prevent the com- carmrag your. Pﬁ“«y dsses bem alnot. J oo A
e ﬂhﬂti‘ flal(fstlgatmg the mutders.of _mitted; and I shall do. lik vme ‘with myr Mo o
‘K‘% Py Kennedy /~ from-issu-- "tobgcto-road one, and we:s| all ltﬁ qnm ’
ings “Tor- ny, but added that nothing,-. monydetermmeﬂwfacts."r X I iy g
MM&Y wwﬂy Qzﬂmt imself. . | Contmittee sources did not say whetket theé; ad
. , b 8 Tetter or would-they indicaté what'

’ appgared to ha:g
£ manth ben. mm
decxbion , _g‘ng a d

84 JAN1 41977

mway »
[ coursq ofaction would be ;gnm, SpEa e
19’ ;. " investiggtion say there is:ho’ ,“ Haf g

be reached for comment.

mmto&nka onthio.stand and- Ty
sh:m there velunmly rather thau as
witness. . - <
'I’he question before tﬁe ouse’ Mvestigato'
whether Ray acted alone ml:'lurd m n
“partof a wider conspitacy. Des ?
-cént.ButRay’s gnmy plea obviated anop&nr s

. Al

) The Washington Post _____
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Daily News (New York)
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BeL Walter E Fauntrw (D-B C),
. chairman of the subcommitipe investi-,
' gating the King assassingtion; said the
qmtaet was supposed to have taken

ipﬁo;tugal, one oi sevéeral co:;n
s'to which Ray fled béfore he was
sted ‘4t London’s Heawmw Air-

: ,’ on Juné 8,:1968: .

' Fauntroy acknowlbdged in a ‘tele.
phone intaview that the report was
uncorroborated but he said it canie
from Seteéone he regards 45 “a relia-

'bie'surc\e”whohasspokenyithllay._ ‘

Ray is' serving a 99-year ‘state prison
" ‘term in: Tennessee for Kihg's murder,
6 which Ray:pleaded guilty. .

*rhemﬁmion zeceived., immhe
“committee is n;:nti:hne% briefly in.a -
26 page're et the «mse mnﬂ:‘

,ﬁe’f?ﬁmrﬁ?d t outline ité plans for

"y ng the deaths bfxmgﬁnd
Prékident Keénnedy. -
Thecom.lmtteesaysﬂ:has beentold

’ Ruy contacted another person

) whom he received further in-
strugtops: to; aid in his ' eontinuing
. Blight out of the United States”

Mmy‘decﬁizedtoaddanymm _

details, but gmmittee investigators

!

¥ w Mnly contravenes-it. He

N mvestigation.

-3aidi “These are among the leads we'll
.be dble to pursue thorg

;. Succeed in getting the basic budget re- -
‘quested,” he said., . ,

B TC T

| ©claim to know the
1. Supposed contaet while he was in Por-

‘the story “is of such reliabifity: that

following.” e

A U \
" Bt
\ - - .

buthedeniédyestem
the'source. : t
“In_.fact, Lank 'sai “1; i
doubtsaboutifvm%um

g o
when he fled the Unfted s@«, &t_

Was fleeing from everyanw' :
Ray has contended sine¢ lils. impri&

onment that he was just “a full guy”’

in a conspiracy to murdet Kikig. The

US. Supreme Court, lLdwever, re-

;lently refused to reviéw his - zuiity
ea :

Even Hy tﬁe House comimittee’s ad:
mittediy
“something fappened . ih Portugal”
that kept Ray from goittiy to Belgium
and ultimately Africa, His destination.
Instead he returned tolmghnd wher«e
he was captured. &

“The House committeﬁs repdi»t isezx-
pected to be made puhlie shortly be-
fore Congress convenes Jan. 4. House
investigators are sécking a $65 mil-
lion budget which they say, is neces.
sary for a thorough and independent -

Ray escaped from{ pirson in Mis
souri on April 23, 1987 alniost 2 year
before King’s death.

AWe suspect he had a number of
contacts over that year” Fauntroy

ughly if ‘we .

Committee inVesﬁgators do net
identity of Ray’s

tugal, but Fauntroy said the source of
we fesl cﬁuﬁdent the lead is worth -

complete . f'mmt, =
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Ahmmum fzgure '

- JFK-King 1nvest1gators
requesting $6.5 million

'By JOHN GEDDIE
w-ihmlmn mNm

reqnest $6.5 mlhon in first year fund
. ing'to mvest;gate the murders of John’

.F.Kennedy and Martin Luther King.
Committee mempers acknowledged

that the size of theé budget may shock .
of the House « the

Public Works Comimittee, one of thé

largest, operates on a budget of about
$2 million — but they agreed with com-

mittee director Richard Sprague that
the figure is the minimum necessary
..for a ful], independent investigation.
" Sprague indicated he will not re-
«main in his position if Congress cuts
the budget, which would finance 170
persons, foreign and domestic travel
and backup equipment.
The director presented his budget
proposal to the House Democratic Cau-

cus later Thursday, but there was no -
..located persons who were present at
Parkland Hospital when a bullet was
found on John Connally’s stretcher.

formal comment from members. Rep.
John B. Anderson of Illinois, Republi-
can conference chairman and a mem-
ber of the assassination committee,
said he was optimistic that the full
budget will be approved.

SEVERAL - MEMBERS of Congress
from both parties expressed surprise at
the proposal and predicted it may be-

* ,come the center of heated debate, but

4

;they would not comment on the -

.record.
. Sprague attempted to justify the $3.5
‘million salary gques_t by pointing out

-

that he opposes using FBI or CIA inves-
tigators because the actions of those
agencies will be part of the probe..In
addition to publicized instances in
which the ageficies either: destroyed
evidence or failed to report informa-

‘. tion “to- the Warren Commission, he

said, his investigators ar¢ already
studying the sufveillance and security
sctivities of the FBI at the time of
Kinig’s teath 1 Memphis. '
He said Congress would “appear fool-
ish” if federal agents were allowed to
participate in the new investigation.
Sprague also revealed in a status re-
port to the committee that investiga-

-tors have talked to persons who dis-

cussed “certain matters” with James
Earl Ray, who is serving a life term in
the King case. As another example to
support his request for a large staff,
Sprague said some witnesses do not
want to “deal with” federal agents.

He also said his investigators have

The “magic bullet” which the Warren
Commission said went through Kenne-

gty ey -

dy and wounded Connally has been the )

subject of controversy, with some per-"
sons claiming it was “planted” to be
found at the hospital. Sprague said his -
witnesses had nevar been interviewed ¢
by law enforcement officials.

s
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UNDER THE -BUDGET proposal, the "
staff would be composed of two units —#
one for each murder case — made up of -

- 15 lawyers and 25 investigators each. .
There would also be five lawyers in a
separate legal unit, 30 staff members in -
the document analysis and research
unit, four in a polygraph and psycho-
logical stress unit,'nine in administra-
tion and 35 secretary-clerks.

Sprague’s “bare bones” budget esti-
mates that $1.6 million will be needed
for staff travel and expenses. Consult-
ant services, including fingerprint and
handwriting experts, neutron activa-
tion and photography experts and -
translators would cost an estimated
$100,000 each year. p

The telephone bill, estimated at 250 -
calls per day at $5 per call plus the
basic service charge, is listed at $425,-
000 in the budget. The committee
would lease copying and computer
services and purchase tape recorders,
cameras, portable polygraph machines
and stress evaluators. Two “mini-
phone recording devices” would be

: - purchased for $4,400. Security devices .:

. 3 for staff offices are listed at $10,000. ‘
chard A, Sprague . . . the If the full budget is not accepted,

ector of the House Com- Sprague said, “we might as well forget
on Assassinations. - ghoutit.” ‘

r
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VIu%d;;ependent“ In’quiry ASfmigEt |

Jn Dr. King’s Assassination

.’i KiNf}, From Al

; s

ducted by persons independ-
.ent of thke - Justice Depart-
ment, which has policy con-
trol over the FBI.

“:According to the sources,
Pottinger is recommending
that tie committee of in-
quiry look into such ques-
tions as whether there was
;any FBI complicity in
Kins’'s death, whether the
.FB. violated any laws or
-poicy guidelines in its deal-
.irgs with King, and whether
aty conspiracy, say, of
-sersons outside government,
was connected to the mur-
"der. . *

The sources said the study
‘committee, as envisioned in
+Pottinger’s report, would
‘have no prosecutorial func-
tion. Instead, it would re-

view the record, hear new:
.~evidence, if any, and advise
- the

Attorney
whether it

General
believes that

there are grounds foS pursu> '
.. ing the King case, techni-
.- cally never closed, with a re-
-+ newed investigation.

The sources said that Jus-
tice Department officials be-
lieve that a study committee
can be named under the
provisions of the 1972 Advi-
sory Commission Act, which
was designed to provide bet-
ter public insight into gov-
ernment operations. The
legislation requires that at
least one member be a gov-
ernment official with the
pewer to convene and dis-
miss meetings.

However, the sources
added, Pottinger’s recom-
mendation will be that most,
if not 211, of the other mem-
bers be drawn from outside
the government. Although
the sources would not specu-
late on names they said it
seemed obvious that some
would be persons prominent
in the civil rights move-
ment.

Questions about the King

case have been growing
since last ‘November when

- the Senate intelligence com-

mittee hearings revealed
that the late FBI director. J.
Edgar Hoover, had inspired

.. PO
———

a sécret, six-year campaign
to harass and try to discred-
it King. Agents bugged Dr.

King's telephone conversa-';

tions and sent him an anon-
s th,

ymous letter containing def- =

amatory information zbout
his personal life. .

Ray, who has told a
murky and contradictory
story about his involvement
in the murder, is now seek-
ing to overturn his 939-year
prison sentence and win a
new trial. His lawyers have

~said that if his appeal is

granted, Ray will attempt to
prove that he was coerced
into pleading guilty to the
killing.

These developments
caused Levi to direct the
Civil Rights Division, which
is headed by Pottinger, to
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; RN e AR
J. STANLEY POTTINGER
... headed the review

review federal records relat-
ing to the assassination for
any additional light they
might shed on the FBIs
campaign against King and
its pursuit of Rav.
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