
Of Dr. Kui# Ass'
A (Me

By Leon Dash •
Washington Post Staff Writer

Civil rights activists the 
Rev. Ralph Abernathy and 
comedian Dick Gregory 
yesterday called upon 
President Ford to open a new 
“independent investigation” 
into the assassination over 
seven years ago of civil rights 
leader the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. ■ *

During a KHninute press 
conference in front of the 
White House; Abernathy, 
president of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Con- 
ference, said hewanted a new 
“thorough investigation into 
the trdgic assassination of the 
most peaceful warrior of the 
20th Century,” King.

On Wednesday night, 
President Ford said'at a White 
House press conference that 
an effort should be made to 
identify agents in the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation who 
conducted a campaign of 
character assassinatipn 
against King.

Ford stopped short of saying 
that the FBI agents should be 
fired or prosecuted for their 
part in the campaign, 
however. The activities aimed 
at Dr. King were conducted at 
the direction of the late FBI 
director,’J. Edgar Hoover, 
according to a Senate in­
telligence report released last 
week.

“T certainly; condemn those 
actions ihi^ were taken 
regarding Martin Luther 
King,” Ford slid. “I think it is

abhorrent to aH Americans, 
ihcludu^l^sdf.?

U.S. Attorney General 
Edward H. Levi on Monday 
instructed Assistant Attorneys 
General J. Stanley Pottinger, 
head of thfe Justice Depart­
ment’s civn rights division,
and Richard L. Thornburgh, 
head of the criminal division, 
to review the FBI’s in­
vestigation of the 
assassination of King. Levi 
told the two officials to con­
sider if the investigation 
should be reopened.

Gregory said he does not 1 new investigation into King’s 
- - death ■<

think__any new investigation ; darte, fomer ;^ of 
. the now defunct Washington 

bureau otSjLCvsaid‘T tw 
there are enough reasonsto

into King’s assassination in 
Memphis, Tenn., on April 4, 
1968, should be conducted by 
the FBI because of the recent 
allegations regarding their 
harassment of King. “I’m not 
that interested in the FBI 
investigating itself,” said 
Gregory. He said he believes 
the agency has “covered up”
the King assassination.

Both Abernathy and 
Gregory said they had 
presented new evidence to the 
Justice Department and FBI 
last July 3, that James Earl 
Ray,. the convicted assassin of 
King, did not act alone.

“The evidence shows that 
more than one person was 
involved in the King
assassination,” Abernathy 
said. “l am calling for a new 
trial for James Earl Ray” so 
the new evidence could be 
examined, he said.

Both men said that Robert 
Byron Watson, in federal

aMt 
Warreh, tacai
Mimico Correctional Institute 
in Toronto, Canada, ^ new 
evident to provide la «»• 
nection with King’s death. 
They said they did not knew 
what charges Watson ami 
Andrews have been convicted 
of.

Thirty-two persons, in­
cluding city councilman David 
A. Clarke, marched in front of 
the White House yesterday in 
support of the demand for a

hay?j the investiga 'ion 
reopened.”
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In thiscolumn, almost 
exactly a year ago, I Wrote 
the following about the 
FBI's attempt to destroy 
Dr. Martin Lutlrer King:

“Is it a properFBl func­
tion for agents to mail to the 
wife of a man the FBI direc­
tor despises a tape record­
ing suggesting that the man 
has a sexual affair going 
with another woman? 
Should this tape be used 
this way primarily because 
agents close to the FBI 
director hope that sending 
it to the wife will activate 
the hated man's tendency 
toward suicide? This liras 
done under Hoover.” -

The front pages of Ameri­
ca recently have .blared 
forth most of the story of J. 
Edgar Hoover’s grisfrplot 

^to destroy the reputation 
and influence of Dr. King. 
With FBI officials now ac­
knowledging these mon­
strous efforts to destroy the 
civil rights leader, I write 
notto say “I told you so.”

I wish only to have 
Americans realize that 
what I wrote in 1974, but 
mare importantly What I 
wrote in many columns 
about Hoover and the FBI 
in1969, was true.

When I first revealed 
what Hpover and the FBI 
hqd done to Dr. King, for 
reasons of Hoover’s venal­
ity, personal spite, political 
ideology, I stirred up quite 
a fuss. I shall never forget 
that when Vera Glaser and 

, ^Utlyina Stephenson asked 
H^yer who had started the 
qgStroversy over illegal 
wWaps, the late FBI

"That racist columnist, 
Rowan.” Millions of Ameri­
cans were a lot more pre­
pared to believe that I was 
a. black racist, forced by 
paranoia to make “incred­
ible” charges against Mr. 
FBI, than to believe that 
Hoover would engage in 
blackmail and other crimes.

How coiild Americans be­
lieve that hero Hoover al­
most died of apoplexy when 
Time magazine named King 
“Man of the Year”;;that he 
Would encourage a .scurri­
lous attemptktblackmail 
designed to induce suicide 
to prevent Dr. Kin# front 
even accepting the Nobel 
Bace prize; that he would

)by Congress to try, to 
=fi|^ distribute 
abroad a film of the mas­
sive 1963 civil rights march 
of which the Reverend King 
was a leader.

Now that the Senate and 
various FBI officials have 
made it clear that I knew 
what I was writing about 
six years ago, perhaps 
you’ll treat seriously what 
I’m about to say:

I am utterly convinced 
that the FBI knows a lot 
more about the assassina­
tion of Dr. King than has 
ever been revealed.

The FBI kept Dr. King 
under both electronic and 

- physical surveillance right 
dp to the time he was killed, 
and the campaign to destroy 
his reputation continued 
long after the assassination 
in Memphis.

Hoover passed around 
‘‘top secret” documented

every time King smiled at a 
woman, or vice versa. 
Given this kind of surveil­
lance, why were there no 
FBI “informants” around 
to see someone firing a gift 
at Dr. King?

I look back at notes I took 
during private sessions with 
top FBI personnel when the 
FBI supposedly was press­
ing one of.its largestman- 
hunts in history r— looking 
for Dr. King’s killer. I view 
those notes in the fight of 
recent revelations regard­
ing FBI activities hereat 
home and CIA assassination 
attempts abroad, and! per­
sonally heroine convinced 
That the FBI never told the 
American people the whole 
truth about-King’s murder.

I recall the strange diffi­
culties James Earl Ray, 
who was imprisoned for the- 
killing, had with his attor­
neys. I note the repeated 
squelching of his claims 
that he is the patsy for 
other conspirators. I look 
back at the evidence and 
am personally convinced 
trot killing Dr. King was 
not conceived — perhaps 
not' even executed —' by 
James Earl Ray alone. .

We may never know the 
whole truth. But that Senate 
committee ought to go on 
and explore, the question of 
whether, when King’s bitter 
enemies failed to blackmail 
him into , commit!ing sui­
cide, they took other means 
to “eliminate” WtoA

The mere -thought is gro­
tesque. But given the facts
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Levi Orders Ju 
Of King Death j

From Nwi Services
Atty. Gen. Edward H. Levi has 

asked top Justice Department offi­
cials to review the FBI investigation 
of the 1968 fatoderof toe Rev. Martin 
Lutoer King Jr .and to make a rec- 
ommendation about whether to re- 
open the probe.

A department spokesman said 
today tiiai Levi took toe action on 
Monday to view of testimony before

burgh “to review th 
recommend to me 
tigation should be i 
tinger heads the ci ' 
and Thornburgh 
sion.

KING, PRE 
Southern Christian
f erence and winner of a N ____ 
Prize for his crusade, for human . 
rights, was shot to death onanwtel 

__________________ balcony during a visit to Memphis, 
to, canted out an extensive Tenn., in April 1968. The murder 
to destroy King as a civil triggered urban rioting in major

. . - —said Levi asked Levi’s action "is not fa itself a re- 
Assistant^tatorneys General J. Stan- opening of the matter,” said spokes- 
tey Pottinger and Richard L. Thorn- man Jojin Wilson. "He has no indica-

for a

the 
Con-

t-

tion that toe 
wasanyfaingteBS

attosney invoi

ported^
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firing or ft 
agents i

Continued From A4 at the tiine of the 
program,'’ Kelley Mid, 
’’this did not seem to ho a 
part of the thinking of those 
who did participate. If they 
know its iMeaUvi tlttiM

afed instructed agents to do 
aft they could to blunt his 
effectivness as the national 
top civil rights leader. .

Agents sent Kmg one 
anom'mous letter suggest­
ing mat he commit suicide 
rawer than face disgrace 
on some undisclosed alle-
gations. the committee 
Mid.

The FBI told the commit- ., 
tw tide month it cotud jftod ^J

places uponate* w# 
ability. IMtMMfo 
cation that aoywho 
Sted knew drettehihought 

it it was illegal to de
these things.”

fication fdr some 25 har- ■• top-Ievt 
assmentactions, 

xKihg. ’ Few of those directly

FBI DIRECTOR Clar- “^fe 
ence M? Kelley, meann- b* with the FBI new. 
while, says he probably Keltey said hetotgti 
waft punish agents involv- to chaitome pg 
edin a harassment cam* enter they consider, w * 
paign against thousandspf proiyr. The dispute "willbe 
Americans if the Justice revived before he is re-

but if an

Kelley said in an inter- S^ch proti 
view yesterday that he is should be 
not considering disciplinary supervisors, 
action against the agents *®* pHwi 
"in the absence <rf any di- torn With an 
rect allegations of involve- tW^do so,” the director 
ment in something illegal.” added. But Kelley Mid {he

isned fortaking part ma ca l - -disruption campaign they years he has been tfirectm. 
believed to be legal.

Kelley was questioned
about possible disciplinary 
action against agents still 
with the FBI who were in­
volved in a decades-ldng 
counter-intelligence opera­
tion against me New Left, 
black militants, civil rights 
organizations and other 
groups.

, Kelley he agrees with an 
FBI official’s testimony ,be­
fore the Senate committee 

,, that there was no legal 
' justification for the cam­

paign against King.
Kelley said “there might 

be sotoe jmtifimtabt” lor
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the Death ^ Dr. Ki

CBS’‘impelling’Qu A

■ ’ By John Carmody

>’ Tite third, in CBS’ fouNpart series on 
“The American Assassins” tonight 
examines the circumstances of the 
mlrder of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on 
April 4,1968.

. Tj»e documentary, at 10:30 p.m. oq 
Channel 9 (delayed for the conclusion of a 
Washington Bullets game), makes a 
powerful case for an “outside in- 

’Vostigation” of both the circumstances
MtaamBBSHKHBBms^

had actually sent in 1964, what seemed to 
. be a cruel, even unbelievable invitation 

to Dr. King to commit suicide. ..
That kind of harrassment and the 

moving circumstances of Dr. King’s last 
^ hours in Memphis—his strike leadership 
' andhjs last, prophetic speech on April

Preview
Hives surrounding the Ki^f' 

removes itself, as best it can,, frbfo 
^ta^ltrong emotions surrounding the case 
Ige; making a clinical, dispassionate 

's"|cteentation of the facts. . . ■
.J^e hour is not “entertaining”' er 
feSting television. It is compiling 

- jBwmalipm wrapped in the cold power of 
1 a^bconstructed courtroomargument.^ 

I m correspondent Daii Rattier pointe 
^.tonight, the King case differed in 
si^er#l respects from theothers— that of 
ApajP.' Kennedy, Robert F. Kennedy 

the attempt on George 
wiiiace—discussed in the CBS series. 
Jang’s assassin, James Earl Ray, is 
#«ly one of the accused assassins to 

guilty, though he has withdrawn 
Thus his is the only case still 

rethe'eourts. Ray seems the te$st 
motivated of allthe accused 

in the four cases.
importantly, says Rather, unlike 

( John Kennedy assassination, the 
K case, “never came under the same 

Itant, searching scrutiny” —until 
ember 1975, when the Senate? 

tence Committee revealed the FBI

' 3— are never far from the viewer’s mind 
tonight as the program examines the 
forensic and chronological evidence 
surrounding the murder.

The on-the-scene investigation ticking 
off the main pointe of evidence in the case 
against Ray seems to prove the evidence 
was largely circumstantial.

Yet Ray did manage a clever escape 
, from Memphis; one that took him to 

’ ’ Canada, England, Portugal and back to 
’London, where he finally was arrested, 
months later. That journey, plausible 
and ybt oddly mysterious, still linger^ in 
the background of the King case, as d&s 
the lack of motivation for the killing it­
self.

During the CBS probe, says Rather, 
they learned of several suspected plot­
ting groups, including “unnamed money 
interests,” white racists, black militants, 
communists, the CIA—even the Quebec / 
Liberation Front. 4 /

That, of course, is the heart of the 
mystery in the dtath of Dr. King.Ra^k ' 
contention that hi$ confession <rf guittwhs 
not free and voluntary will be settled id 
the courts. . . J

But what of the forces bohind RAy or 
someone, not yet identified? ThakijSthe 
baffling questions that this hourcottidnot 
possibly answer, but wfiich nags the 
American public. According to a CBS poll 
taken in conjunction with this series 80 
per cent of those polled thought Ray 
'‘was involved with others; that is,that 
there was a conspiracy.” This program 
seems to prove thereare abundahtiegal 

’’reasons to reopen the case and eititer still 
- pr confirm such widely-held suspicions. v

NOTRECORDED
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a 
days

conspirator*.
The FBI in_„„._ 

again all unsolved 
roooeries at the 
K’ag’s murder, but wh^ 
able to link Ray toW of

There are mun itMii 
swered questions/|»t un- 
tess Ray eventually decides 
In. cooperate and ba* some 
pertinent inforthation Jo 
offer, his name appear* 
deathed to remain 
theranljs of . other ABk?£ 
cm? assaftin* whose m 
tiveg will fitMh,|R|te' 
dw clouded bydStE 
silence aor history. '
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King Assassination
J^^F 3 C^T» ^r,M$?Lr SO, DESPITE its work, the show winds up * 

°Lns’S study (WTOP-S, -0-30 pTrh j~uf souiding the let’s-have-an-independent- 
the 1968 assassination of Dr. Martin Luther investigation call CBS News first made at the 
"inSjr>« whether James Earl Ray did it, end of its November probe into the Kennedy 
and, if so,_whether he acted alone or as part assassination. I
of a conspiracy. At that time, it said “history will be less
.«^a^ pleaded guilty in a Tennessee court in COnfusecj” jf new congressional probes are 
1969 to King s slaying in Memphis, but re- macje about information CBS said was with- 
nounced that plea, to no avail. He later failed ^^ from ^e barren Commission by the 
in .a federal court bid to withdraw his plea ci a and the FBI.
and go on Uial, but a new^ effort by him naw Tonight, it says that regardless of the 
is pending before a federal appeals court. ( court decision Ray gets, doubts about the^cir- 

. n__ cumstances of King’s assassination still will
JN TONIGHTS show, correspondent Danremajn an(j ««an outside investigation is now 

Rather says CBS News, in its probe into theneecjej>-t0 attempt to resolve those doubis. 
slaying of King, the black civil rights leader 
and Nobel Peace Prize winner, tried to inter- u SAID THE probe could be made either 
view Ray in prison. by Congress or by an independent commis-

“But due to the repeated advice of his law-sion appointed by the president.
yfirs, he wouldn’t talk for this broadcast,” he. Op Monday night, CBS will air the last of 
adds. “So the best witness stands mute.” j ds four-program series on the shootings of

'Like CBS’ two-part November study of major American leaders. It says that show 
President John F. Kennedv’s assassination,w'lh study the doubts and discrepancies 
tonight’s show revisits the scene of the slay-sounding the assassination of Sen Rotert 
ing, re-studies the evidence and interviews F- Kennedy, D-N.Y., and the attempted 
various persons, ranging from one of Ray's assassination of Gov. George C. Wallace of 
current lawyers to a Memphis landlady who Alabama, 
rented Ray a room.

Ext. Affairs ____  
Files & Com. __  

Gen. Inv.  

Ident. ___________ 
Inspection J
Intell. liZp 

Laboratory 
Plan. & Eval. __

Legal Coun. _____  

Telephone Rm. __
Director Sec'y ___

IN THE KENNEDY shows, CBS cautiously 
concluded that while “it may never be estab­
lished” whether Lee Harvey Oswald acted 
alone, “the evidence indicates" that Oswald 
"probably did” shoot Kennedy.

There’s none of that in tonight’s show. CBS 
fails to turn up any evidence of a conspiracy 
to ^ill King and doesn’t offer any opinion, 
even a cautiously worded one, on wnoirr'it 
thi'nks may have killed him.

|t simply says, among other things, that 
Tennessee’s case against Ray as a lone 
assassin “was not as air-tight as we had 
been told,” that no one saw the fatal shot 
fired and that there’s no evidence Ray was 
near the scene of King’s death “at the mo­
ment of the murder.”

^nd it reiterates that “what seemed to be 
unquestionable proof — an unqualified plea 
of guilty — now is in legal contest” and that a 
federal appellate court decision on Rayls 
case may come soon.

The Washington Post _ 
Washington Star-News 
Daily News (New York) _  
The New York Times  
The Wall Street Journal  
The National Observer

14 The Los Angeles Times _
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About the «W"i

«

Mater

"l

UMfteaiMjglit MMJ.itjelf

■ .Predmittvfsr ;aftfy^

m; fewyeniaml others fhi 
Hat with the cAse,. W-W 
found no evidence that am 
la^<’ the: M -^W*

/W ^^'^^ ^‘^ on «WlW 
t^UM «bcu4 OMwisinatton of the Rev. Dr.' ®^ 

, ‘ 4i|faiSW<4M^ Mi*Ow«l«!
h .®|Wli$#W^^ 4v^

' ,BiH^^<^^ Martin WaMron.

Mil

^agency that could 
tfividMttWHHittdij
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(Mid- inquiry into the qha.^

» talk with repp 
pf <ww to' that 4 _

e Justice1 Department a»d! .#

J 4t.'hWMtl^lt«W.

fifes, reporters iavoiwA 
many questions aboat ill Xq 
Ray’s possible motives, 
meats, morfeyaad

IrtrtdaBideti to lea^t U to some1
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WB-

fflbrals

ukm'

On

outwheth- 
haad in the.

«m____
ference, a Civil
zafton, went ___  „ 

march ill support of
^ “uafeW Mtft 
t^THe dispute qSy 
Sf”®^ ,nto » violent mutest 
when some demonstrators be-

front the

ilW.tMl

Sn»r»l Investi- 
the name of 
dentist with

acyhad

Ml iH- 
. - the 

.Kagamur- 
been arranged 

inter-
WBv J$B»w& W !

the 
Mth » pf 
whether » c

M eme pnt it,

that'his 
jibcted 
tie might givetoe' 
Communist Pasty a 
control o«er black 
foe South.

Withhis invas* 
of Ma nrider. '

. that 
murder

^ISL^
Dr. King »

ta-a rundown 
city, whehe the 

had previously 
^^Ift^Jft Memphis the 

day after the disastrous march 
wsjtka promise to mount anoth­
er; protest .as soon as. tempers 
pooled,and^when he did return. 
Oft April 3-*the (toy before ^e 
•trad—heand'hls entourage in­
stalled themselves at the top 
ritine, on whose open-air balco­
ny, te was shot down the fol­
lowing evening. •

The disbovery of the F.B.I. 
proposal toembarrassDr. King 
puMicly for having stopped at 
the white-owned favarmont the 
week' before epepea..ti«f possi­
bility inthe muds of Justice 
Deportment lawyers that the 
F.B.I. Bright Kav^e beep indirect­
ly responsible for, or even tried 
to engineer, Dr.Ktag’s staying 
at the Lorraine Motev <

But tkbstice Department's 
investigation of the metter, 
which has included interviews 
with EM. agents responsible 
for the proposal and a reView 
of the Memphis press iuring 
pe period in question, has pro­
duced; one qfficial stid, no 
Evidence that the F.B.I. even 
trieR td eocourage the publica­
tionof such a story. > I

Notiring, .the official said, tp 
peared tn either of die Memphis 
newspapers. Tfae Commercial- 
Appeal. or .TJ® Press-Scimitar, 
taunting Mr. 'Kihg for his brief

ftrest—..— 
was confirmed to 
at‘F.BJ. ^- 
lesser executive 
igents knew of fl 
fuptions and 
WK S 
he was ft target

-as#

ButtpSte 
incindlnfc —« 
official who read 
of the Ml’s investii 
it flowed into headqfi 
1968, the bureau’s e« 
find Dr. W> WI* S 
unstinting, > ' ~ • । -^ ‘

■ There ti, ha 
one indication 
investigation 
tardyin

’ tant 'Mmi' 
Sevepalfbnner

R
SWi

the killer had.beepjtft 
both from . Attorney ® 
Ramsey (M and IhM 
Johnson/ ■pm; former a 
called Mr. C# ?*W 
mer.” AntiMritil'Bil 
Johnson riW quite pw 
at us’^ bwause if ttti

r.m..to 
the Depart-

*s*f*i‘.

ment teat his party .did .not, 
go to the

Sie

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



VieW^Whotever the degree of 
Mr. Hoover’s personal dislike 
for Dr; King, it Wild nothave 
Into in the f.Bi ■te^M’s in­
terest to see the Hack leader 
martyred, but rather to relay 
ioDr. Kingeverythreatbrought 
to .-the b5reati”s r attention in 

*jning jim^ 
sinovement. 
in Of tamper- 
i#.^a>. any 

„ investigation
came from one former top 
jM (official, who noted that 
Mr. Itoy was captured in Lon­
don by New Scotland Yard at 
®15 A.M., Eastern daylight 
ttoftW lime 8, 1968,— four 
daysdfterSenator Robert F. 
Kennedy was struck' down by 
io assassto’s bullet in Los An-

Delay onldentification
The funeral service for Mr- 

Kennedy, whom -Mr. Hoover 
had also grown to disime while 
he wjas Attorney General, was 
scheduled to begin in New York 
City at 10 o’clock that same 
morning, and top former FJBJ> 
official said toat. Mr.-‘ Hoover 
had ordered toe public an­
nouncement of Mr. .Ray’s cap- 
tore held up until toe funeral 
was under way, in toe belief 
that this would detract from
toe publicity surrounding toe 
services. r

One facet of toe F.B.I. inves­
tigation that remains a mystery 
—-Mr. Rottinger h|f asked too 
bureauoot tocomment publicly 
Oh toe case in view of Mr. 
Ray’s appeal for a new trial—is 
the passage of 15 days between 
toe shooting of Dr. King and 

■ the bureau’s^ identification of 
toe suspected killer as James 
EarfRay.

Within seven mfc»utes‘'pf toe 
King shooting, a MeinpW po­
lice lieutenant distovered on 
toe sidewalk outside a cheap 
rooming hiktse adjacentto-toe 
Lonainp Motel a bundle -fion- 
trainga .30-06'calibre hunting 
rifle-purchased by Mr. Ray 
a week earlier, it was later* 
learned—a mismatched box of . 
cartridges, a pair of binbcufcrs,, 
two unopened cans of beet * 
and some undergarments* ' 

' Several of these Imk tor * 
eluding toe rifle, <«#«'&», 
bullets, toe blnocuW Md. a i 
beer can, bdre Mr. Ray’s finger-, 1

The bundle also contetoed

had bought at
State Penitentiary a fewdSss 
before he escaped, and toe m 
dm had an eerily tracedble se-

did not Check out toe radio 
serial Met until after 1». 
Ray wasarrested.
die bundle was shipped un­

der guard to the F.B.l/labdrato-

fog. And yet, by ail available 
accounts, no search of toe hare-

'* retract Mr* W* 
steps, discovered in a room 
he Ihadrented in Atlanta , a 
map toatyieldeda nearly per­
feet latent thumb print

Only after toe thumbprint 
was rushed to Washraton did 
F;B.L clerks begin ponng over 
the fingerprint cards of 53,000 
Federal fugitives, in toe belief

were

F.B.I. 
itMl

wmyer, iw 
aera^/unpieir ‘hlb toe 
successful file «W» 'Sa‘net 
begun sooner, with ttehteot 
fingerprinta liffc^ ^ the 
items in toe bundle. ■

{Tomorrow: The conspirfky 
question. "
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bnWMN

'# Tells Hofflie UW He'S I
; Washta**^ »tar sun writer , . The Stasandthe committotf apparent

(for OJfefttoLW King Jr; but is now cMim- .ff* !&:.?k£?ji^^ 
tag the pie# was tmtawfoUy obtained, has declared fiESfiJS^S!^^ 
Ito fors^totest^ under oath before the House. l®W The Star and ttoNwwIiTit#.. 
M^e<ftC»«taitote^ Assassinations bboui the case- Ray wrote:

> d^?r .in a Tetter to ifow York Titoea • '*Rat haying to assume legacy that ytaibWf
^iwiist.Antlumy Lewis, cq^ies rfwMehfo # to ,«tor McMillian's H ifoetfoM ”W^S 
“ ?*^W®n star and to the' House committee, cage; I’ll herein ibto Collectives wyww to* 
W 'tty'i w*shin<ton lawyer, Tajatos H. Lesar, aiwe Beferred to literati an invitation to conside? 
«tadHM»^ler'iirtoith#d^»Ttoont hisknowledge.

‘ atod there ia nothing to present the com- carrying your prissyasses beforelhe «M^
m^Mi&i» instigating the mifoders.of mMe^ and! shall do.IdtewiM.«!» mWl 

kOMmWKennedy A-foomissu- :.l«W«WflM^
‘for-Ray. but added that nothing mdnydeformine the facts. > . ; r

MHH$£ty)^||& t - Committee sources did not say whether they ad
1 .^■■'■' u«»«M!tod-Ba|fslettertoHneni^

gAS$*$WWbtyearO^ cours^ofaetion wbpldber*' “ '
, . , , ' Mle Bi$shy ^ be reached for commeat.— 

fltohtiafy at fotnKTcta<> soring u iSkyear ' investigation say there itwtw thaf lto 
WStiMjWM W;b WsWffl 4*® , XMWiwtlay onditewtand wdwosM 
Ite of Kmgin MemphiSLRay.bas been attempt- have him there voluntaily rather than as 
tol^<^ds^iltyp$aseta8id(^n(  ̂ naedwitness. . - , „

The.qtrestion-before tSe Kpuse foYesKg&fc’ K 
7 rewbrao^ appeared to have exhausted this whether Ray acted alone in murdeing King «®>w»st 

M?Wl»«r# m«jth)atafoptes< part Of a wider conspiracy. LesamW RpTI^Si

BwWwfowftiurt of W
Ss^ee Court of Criminal Appeals and the Tett- 

eee &»reme Court to Havp W&guMty plea set 

aources say that House committee

Assoc. Dir. ----------
Dep. AD Adm._

Dep. AD Inv. __
Asst. Dir.:

Adm. Serv. ---------  

Ext. Affairs ------- 

Fin. & 

Gen. I 
Ident.
Inspection _____  
Intel I. __________ 
Laboratory _____ 

Legal Coun. ___  

Plan. & Eval. __ 

Rec. Mgnt. _____  

Spec. Inv.  

Training 

Telephone Rm. __  

Director Sec’y___

^fet ^OT " ' investigators

sterd^Je has had (Wto^eifo-

K^s^iw'^. .t>p k^’^ A’ 
e cofflmittee staff informed me,Lesar said, 

RM'to show up at Sfiisliy fountain 
^Mybbhcted to:Sptag^»M&is and 

|,#ch said this wai ap afrogant

) agreed to go though me. I met. 
fiiS ft^ptoishd to gp thppugh counsel 

the .committee approached other 
for 'Ray for a. waiverof the i 

SSra WiB#1 

HBBWSw^ .. L-^ xiir'ArWl^^-.W

u

The Washington Post _—_. 
Washington Star-News_ H 'J 

Daily News (New York)_____  
The New York Times________ 
The Wall Street Journal _____  
The National Observer_______ 
The Los Angeles Times____ .

Date i^ ?O /^

SB^'

84 JAN 14 1977.
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r ■ ” ? ’

Jam
j a W:Ckte»'M#&' A

Brushy Mountain 
Mark Lane, an 

! government’s. in

Assoc. Dir. 
Dep. AD Adm. _
Dep. AD Inv. ___

Asst. Dir.:
Adm. Serv. 
Ext. Affa irs ____  

Pe
Gen.
Ident.
Inspection _____  

Intell. _________  
Laboratory _____ 

Legal Coun. ___  

Plan. & Eval. — 

Rec. Mgnt. _____  

Spec. Inv. 

Inv.

The House Select Committee on As- 
W^Wnattons #ys ft hM rec»U$d an 
uncorroborated report th# James 

“ ^ R# received “instrn#iohs” from ■ 
’af ^eer# contact in Europe following 
the April, l^murder of #0& Lu- 

. ther King Jr. in Mempteis. / >
Del. Waiter E. Fauntroy (D-D. C.), 

, chairmap of the subcommittee invest!-, 
gating the King assassination, said the 

- contact was supposed to have taken 
(  ̂glace ip Portugal, one of several copn- 
' Wies to whjch Ray fled before he was 
, arrested A London’s Heathrow Air- 

7 pUm W 8,1968<
Fauntroy acknowliedged ih a tele­

phone interview that the report was 
uncorroborated, but he said it canie 
front someone heregards as “a relia-

■ Me surcte” who has spoken With Ray.
Ray is serving a »9-y ear State prison 

term in Tennessee for King’s murder, 
to which Ray pleaded guilty.

; jbe4^##toB ^ivedA^tfee 
committee is mentioned bri«HyP |if ,a 
36 Mge rep#t/thet the Homie iwW#- 

v:B W«Ktd to outline its plans for 
‘investigating the deaths Of King And 
President Kennedy. . '

The committee says it has been told 
Stoffllty ’contacted another person 
WMrwho® he received further in- 

strwtons to aid . in his continuing 
, flight out of the United States.”

fhuntroydecDhed to add any more 
details, but committee investigators 
have reportedly beentold that Ray 
was sqpposedto hate received instrnc- 
tiops foy gating money ti> continue 
Ms/trip from portagpl to Belgium.

According to Fauntroy, the embmit- 
tee’s ttaJnBdmte souiiee is -someone 
“whohas never

In fact, Lank said, “I. some 
doubts about it. WhathetoMihe cer* 

■=s==-^ginly contravenes-it, He told me thaf 
when he fled tire United States, he 
Was fleeing from everyone.’1

Ray has contended since Mia impris­
onment that he was just “a hD guy” 
in a conspiracy to murder Kihg. The / 
U.S. Supreme Court, hdWeVer, re­
cently refused to review his guilty

Even by tile House committee’s ad­
mittedly incomplete account, 

. “something happened ih Portugal” 
I that kept Ray from going to Belgium 

and ultimately Africa, hls destination. 
Instead he returned toEngland where 
he was captured. ?

The House committee’s report is ex- 
* pected to be made public shortly be­

foreCongress convenes Jan.4. House 
j investigators are seeking a #4 mil- 
; lion budget which they say is neces: 

sary for a thorough and independent 
investigation. , _

sown on April 23,1967,almo8t a year 
before King’s death. -

,fWe suspect he had a number of 
contacts over that year,” Fauntroy 
said; “These are among the leads we’d 
be able to pursue thoroughly if we . 

: succeed in getting tile basic budget re- - 
’ quested,” he said.

* Committee investigators do not 
claim to know the identity of Hay’s 
supposed contact While he was in Por­
tugal, butFauntroy saidthe source of 
the story “is of such reliability that 
we feel confident-the, lead is worth 
following.” . ' - .

and is neither sltay

Telephone Rm. __  

Director Sec’y___

I- The Washington Post _/ 
Washington Star-News _ 
Daily News (New York) 
The New York Times 
The Wall Street Journal .

I The National Observer _ 
' The Los Angeles Times

RoTrecorded

46 jAu 5 iy//

Date

8 4 JAN 1 7 1977
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(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below)

JFK-King investigators 
requesting $6.5 million

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city ana state.)

"The Dallas Morning
News”, Dallas,
__ Texas

Page
ByJOHNGEDDIE

WMMngto.tart.iiat The New>

louse Assassi- 
Thurtday to

that he opposes using FBI or CIA inves­
tigators because the actions of those 
agencies wgl be part of this. prol|e. In
addition to publicized instances in

__ _ .____ ___________ ________ which the agencies either destroyed 
.fag toinvestigate the murders of John' evidence or failed to report informa- 

F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King.___ tion to the Warren Commission, he
Committee members acknowledged said, his investigators are already

request $6.5 million in first year fund-

that the size of the budget may shock, studying the surveillance and security 
A ‘ ‘ activities of tint FBI at tt» time of

Khafs dehih id Memphis. ' '
WMWs of the House — the. 
PUbnc worts Committee, one of the 
largest, operates on a budget of about 
$2 million — but they agreed with com­
mittee director Richard Sprague that 
the figure is the minimum necessary 
for a full, independent investigation.

Sprague indicated he will not re- 
>main in his position if Congress cuts 
the budget, which would finance 170 

. persons, foreign and domestic travel 
and backup equipment.

The director presented his budget 
proposal to the House Democratic Cau­
cus later Thursday, but there was no -

He said Congress would “appear fool­
ish” if federal agents were allowed to ____  
participate in the new investigation.

Sprague also revealed in a status re­
port to the committee that investiga- 
tors have talked to persons who dis­
cussed “certain matters” with James 
Earl Ray, who is serving a life term in 
the King case. As another example to 
support his request for a large staff, 
Sprague said some witnesses do not 
want to “deal with” federal agents.

He also said his investigators have ___

Date: I - '

Edition:

Author:
Editor: TOH! J

Title:
Simmons

formal comment from members. Rep. 
John B. Anderson of Illinois, Republi­
can conference chairman and a mem­
ber of the assassination committee, 
said he was optimistic that the full 
budget will be approved.

SEVERAL MEMBERS of Congress 
from both parties expressed surprise at 
the proposal and predicted it may be- 
come the center of heated debate, but 
they would not comment on the 
record.

Sprague attempted to justify the $3.5 
million salary request by pointing out

. located persons who were present at 
Parkland Hospital when a bullet was 
found on John Connally’s stretcher. 
The “magic bullet” which the Warren 
Commission said went through Kenne­
dy and wounded Connally has been the 
subject of controversy, with some per-? 
sons claiming it was “planted” to be 
found at the hospital. Sprague said his ' 
witnesses had nev«r peen interviewed ‘ 
by law enforcement officials.

Character:

Classification:
Submitting Office: 6 

[3 Being Investigated

.J’WMCMuS
» •«* u W7

■ 8 4 JAN 1 3 1977
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Associated Press Wirephoto.

"Richard A. Sprague . . . the 
director of the House Com- 
mirtee on Assassinations.

. UNDER THE BUDGET proposal, the 
staff would be composed of two units—I 
one for each murder case — made up of 
15 lawyers and 25 investigators each. . 
There would also be five lawyers in a 
separate legal unit, 30 staff members in 
the document analysis and research 
unit, four in a polygraph and psycho­
logical stress unit,-nine in administra­
tion and 35 secretary-clerks.

Sprague’s “bare bones’* budget esti­
mates that $1.6 million will be needed 
for staff travel and expenses. Consult­
ant services, including fingerprint and 
handwriting experts, neutron activa­
tion and photography experts and 
translators would cost an estimated 
$100,000 each year. .

The telephone bill, estimated at 250 ■ 
calls per day at $5 per call plus the 
basic service charge, is listed at $425,­
000 in the budget. The committee 
would lease copying and computer 
services and purchase tape recorders, 
cameras, portable polygraph machines 
and stress evaluators. Two “mini­
phone recording devices” would be 
purchased for $4,400. Security devices 
for staff offices are listed at $10,000.

If the full budget is not accepted, 
Sprague said, “we might as well forget 
about it.”
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independent Inquiry Sought 
.In Dr. King’s Assassination

KING, From Al
- i

ducted by persons independ­
ent of the Justice Depart­
ment, which has policy con­
trol over the FBI.

■ According to the sources, 
Pottinger is- recommending 
that tie committee of in­
quiry look into such ques­
tions as whether there was 

। any FBI complicity in 
Kind’s death, whether the 
FBi violated any laws or 

Lpaicy guidelines in its deal- 
.irgs with King, and whether 
atiy conspiracy, say, of 
persons outside government, 

.was connected to the mur­
der. *

The sources said the study 
.committee, as envisioned in 

■ Pottinger’s report, would 
have no prosecutorial func­
tion. Instead, it would re­
view the record, hear new 
■evidence, if any, and advise 
the Attorney General 
Whether it believes that
there are grounds fof purslP- 
ing the King case, techni­
cally never closed, with a re­
newed investigation.

The sources said that Jus­
tice Department officials be­
lieve that a study committee 
can be named under the 
provisions of the 1972 Advi­
sory Commission Act, which 
was designed to provide bet­
ter public insight into gov­
ernment operations. The 
legislation requires that at 
least one member be a gov­
ernment official with the 
power to convene and dis­
miss meetings.

However, the sources 
added, Pottinger’s recom­
mendation will be that most, 
if not all, of the other mem­
bers be drawn from outside 
the government. Although 
the sources would not specu­
late on names they said it 
seemed obvious that some 
would be persons prominent 
in the civil rights move­
ment.

Questions about the King 
case have been growing 
since last November when
the Senate intelligence com­
mittee hearings revealed 
that the late FBI director. J. 
Edgar Hoover, had inspired

a secret, six-year campaign 
to harass and try to discred­
it King. Agents bugged Dr. 
King’s telephone conversa­
tions and sent him an anon­
ymous letter containing def­
amatory information about 
his personal life.

Ray, who has told a 
murky and contradictory 
story about his involvement 
in the murder, is now seek­
ing to overturn his 99-year 
prison sentence and win a 
new trial. His lawyers have 
said that if his appeal is 
granted, Ray will attempt to 
prove that he was coerced 
into pleading guilty to the 
killing.

These developments 
caused Levi to direct the 
Civil Rights Division, which 
is headed by Pottinger, to

review federal records relat­
ing to the assassination for 
any additional light they 
might shed on the FBI’s 
campaign against King and 
its pursuit of Ray.
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