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F B I

URGENTTELETYPEVia
(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS

FROM INDIANAPOLIS

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING RACIAL MATTERS

JOHN

FOLLOWING AIRPORT LIMOUSINE

PEABODY-SHERATON HOTELDESCRIBED

THIS LIMOUSINE ARRIVED AT MEMPHIS AIRPORT ABOUT TWELVE TEN’PM

BULLETIN ON LIMOUSINE RADIO THAT MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS RETURNING

TO MEMPHIS

OUR PLANS

THIS WILL GIVE US A COUPLE OF DAYS FOR TARGET PRACTICE"

3 CIGARETTES HEAVILY AND MADE STATEMENT HE FORMERLY DROVE CAB

5m (5S

RODE FROM PEABODY HOTEL TO AIRPORT WERE ONE HEAVY SET NEGRO WOMAN

Approved:

IF THAT SOB COMES BACK TO THIS TOWN WE’LL SHOOT HIM

LIMOUSINE WHO

AND DARK CHAUFFEUR TYPEWHITE SHIRT HARK JACKET

STATED "GOOD THAT GIVES US THREE MORE DAYS TO MAKE

LLOYD OF LLOYD INS COH

AFTER HEARING A TWELVE O’CLOCK NEWSTHE LIMOUSINE DRIVER

HE RODE IN THEINFORMATION

SMOKEDCAP

DRIVER DESC AS WM FORTY FORTYFIVE SIX FT DASH SIX FT

MEMPHIS TENN AT ELEVEN FORTY AM APRIL THREE SIXTYEIGHT

WEARINGONE SEVEN ZERO LBS MEDIUM BUILD DARK HAIRONE IN

NUMBER EIGHT NINE IN MEMPHIS OTHER .OCCUPANTS OF

PLAIN TEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

SOUTH BEND IND FURNISH EI

RD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Date: h b 68

Transmit the following in

AS A WHITE PONTIAC, FROM THE

gmn/wja
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via

PA? E TWO

IP 62-new

F B I

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

IN EARLY TWENTIES, A WHITE MALE, AGE FORTY - FIFTY, APPROX. FIVE

FT., TEN IN., SLIGHT BUILD, WEARING BUSINESS SUIT, AND A WHITE

MALE, EARLY TWENTIES, FIVE FT., TEN IN., HUSKY BUILD, SWATHY

COMPLEXION, IDENTITIES OF ABOVE PERSONS UNKNOWN TO LLOYD

ABOVE FURNISHED MEMPHIS FOR DISSEMINATION TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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TUP

FBI INDAPOLS

FBI MEMPHIS .

3 15PM URGENT 4-5'-6* PGD ’

TO* DIRECTOR- CATTN® FBI LABORATORI ) * AND INDIANAPOLIS

FROM’ MEMPHIS (M-1QR7) IP

UNSUB* AKA JOHN X>ILLARDS MARTIN LUTHER KING* JR® - VICTIM* 

CRo 00 MEMPHIS®/ ’

RE MEMPHIS PHONE CALLS TO INDIANAPOLIS TODAY® ,

MR® WILLIAM MESHA.W* EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR* NATIONAL RETAIL 

HARDWARD ASSOCIATION CNRHa}* INDIANAPOLIS* ADVISED NO RECORD 

FOR’ COMPAGE OR ROMPAGE HARDWARE CO® HE STATED THAT IT MAI BE 

POSRHBLD TO IDENTIFY THE MANUFACTURER. OF THE PRICE LABEL STICKER 

N TCHE PLIERS® '

FBI LABORATORY IS REQUESTED TO FURNISH INDIANAPOLIS WITH 

COMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF THE PAPER PRICE LABEL ON THE PLIERS 

z
WHICH WERE PREVIOUSLY SENT TO THE LABORATORY IN ORDER. THAI 

NDIANAPOLIS MAY REQUEST THE NRHA TO IDENTIFY THE LABEL 

ANUFAETURER © LINE THREE WRD ONE IS HARDWARE® END® ' 

0 OS ’ .

FBI INDAPOLS - \ ~ i^
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FD-36 (Rev. 5*22-64)

FBI

■ Date: 4/6/68

Transmit the following in

Via TELETYPE

PLAINTEXT________
• (Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(Priority)

TO: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: INDIANAPOLIS (44-NEW) (P)

UNSUB; AKA, JOHN WILLARD; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM. CR

0 0: ME

RE INDIANAPOLIS PHONE CALL TO MEMPHIS, TODAY

A REVIEW OF NATIONAL RETAIL HARDWARE ASSOC. (NRHA) MEMBER­

SHIP LIST INDICATES ROMPAGE HARDWARE CO. IS A RETAIL HARDWARE

STORE LOCATED AT FIVE FIVE FOUR TWO HOLLYWOOD BLVD., LOS ANGELES

CALIF

AS PER MEMPHIS INSTRUCTIONS IN PHONE CALL WITH INDIANAPOLIS,

THIS DATE, NO LEAD IS BEING SET OUT

1/- Indianapolis
■“WWK:ram
(1)

Approved: ■Sent
'Special Agent in Charge

TO LOS ANGELES

Searched-—- 

Serialized._i 

Indexed... .. 

Filed “L”."
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25\p« URGENT Zi-^-ar SAP.

TO ALL CONTINENTAL SACS

FROM DIRECTOR IP

CORK I N

TION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING*

‘APRIL FOUR LAST

ALL INVESTIGATION MUST BE HANDLE UNDER THE PER­

SONAL DIRECTION OF THE SACo LEADS ARE TO BE AFFORDED

COULD RESULT IN THE SOLUTION OF THIS MOST IMPORTANT INVES-

FAILURE' TO PROMPTLY AND THOROUGHLY HANDLE INVESTIGATIONS

IN THIS WATTERe

END

MI a ® USM

FBI MILwaUK

IP o oWJA

FBI INDAPOLS

CI a oWRH

FBI CINCINTI

FBI LOUISVLE

CGo oRSm

FBI CHICAGO

T U CLR

FBI WASH DC

INVESTIGATION

TI GATI ON® SaC will

IMMEDIATE* THOROUGH IMAGINATIVE ATTENTION® Y OU MUST

UR o s IN MEMPHIS * TENNESSEE* ON

THIS IS THE CAPTION FOR THE CIVIL RIGHTS

10 IDENTIFY PERSON OR PERSONS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ASSaSSINA

EAHAUST ALL POSSIBILITIES FROM SUCH LEADS AS ANZ ONE LEAD

BE HELD PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI INDAPOLS . ’

FBI JKSN MISS

415 PM URGENT 4-7-** REM , '

TO MEMPHIS AND INDIANAPOLIS

FROM_^ JACKSON (157-Q5«*2 '

mURKI N • ■

ANNONYMOUS CALL RECEIVED THIS DATE FROM’ ASSUMED NEGRO MALE a

STATING WAS CALLING FOR FRIEND WHO HaD OVERHEARD TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

ON PARTY LINEo Call ALLEGEDLY MADE FROM JACKSON TO INDIANA AREA CODE 

THREE ONE SEVEN TWO EIGHT TWO THREE NINE ZERO ONE s

ALLEGED CONVERSATION TO EFFECT THAT CaLLER HAD LEFT MEMPHIS APRIL 

FOUR LAST AND HAD TRAVELED TO GULFPORTa mISSo WHERE'CALLER HAD 

GOTTEN RID OF VEHICLE TRAVELING I Na AND HAD RENTED LODGING0 

THE WORD "KING" WAS MENTI ONED SEVERAL TIMES DURING COnVERSATIONo 

ANNONlMOUS CALLER STATED FRIEND WOULD NOT IDENTIFY SELF TO FBI a 

aS FEARED FOR SaFETy o .

INDIANAPOLIS DETERMINE SUBSCRIBER TO TELEPHONE NUMBER TWO EIGHT

TWO THREE NINE ZERO ONE AND INTERVIEW RE CAPTIONED MATTERo

HMD ,

EAS / cXX^ ^J^^ ^
FBI INDAPOLS “‘^^ ^ V

A

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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F^I ?iEkPHIS

-733PM (JRWENT 4/‘7/A« CAF

TO ALL SACS

FROM MEMPHIS <4A-1Q®72 2P

MURKIN*. CRo' 00 MEMPHIS 0 '

RE BUTEL TO ALL SaC'S APRIL SEVEN# NINETEEN SIATI EIGHT®

FOR INFO ALL OFFICES# PERTINENT PERIODS IN INVESTIGATION
ARE MARCH TWENTY NI NE . AND . THLBT J" IN BIRMINGHAM# fiLri.; AND ✓ )

APRIL FOUR# SLUt EIGHT# IN MEMPHIS# TENN.

IN EVENT ANY DATA DEVELOPED RE SUSPECTS# IF INTERESTED 

OFFICES CAN ESTABLISH WHEREABOUTS OF SUSPECTS ON DATES ABOVE# " 

THIS MAY ELIMINATE SUSPECTe IF THIS CANNOT BE DONE# EFFORTS 

SHOULD BE MADE TO SECURE PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUSPECTS IN QUESTION AND 

FORWARD PHOTOS TO MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM FOR POSSIBLE ELIMINATIONS 

PERTINENT DESCRIPTIVE DATA SHOULD BE INCLUDED WITH PHOTOS®

IF UNABLE TO ELIMINATE ON BASIS OF ESTABLISHED WHEREABOUTS 

IN PERTINENT PERIODS# INTERESTED OFFICES SHOULD MAKE EFFORTS 

TO SECURE FINGERPRINTS OF SUSPECT IN QUESTION AND SUBMIT SAME TO 

BUREAU FOR ELIMINATION® '

< COMPOSITE DESCRIPTION# BASED ON DATA DEVELOPED IN BIRMINGHAM 

AND MEMPHIS# IS AS FOLLOWS9 

END PAGE ONE 1 . ■
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page two

SUSPECT MALE WHITE® AGE TWENTY SlA TO FORTY SEARS.® HEIGHT

FIVE FT® EIGHT TO FIVE FT a ELEVEN INCHES® ONE HUNDRED FI Fl’S TO

ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY LBS »5 DARK BROWN OR SANDX HAIR® COMBED STRAIGHT

BACK® EYES BLUE OR GREEN* MEDIUM RUILD5 COMPLEXION AVERAGE®

SMOOTH® GENERAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE5 NEAT o

POS.SIBLITY EXISTS SUSPECT IS NON-SMOKER® INDICATIONS WERE

THAT SUSPECT RENTED ROOM BETWEEN THREE AND THREE THIRTY Pm®

/APRIL FOUR® LAST® AND DEPARTED ROOM SHORTLY AFTER Six PMo NO

PATCHES OR CIGARETTES FOUND DURING THAT PERIOD® WHICH SUGGESTS

SUSPECT MAY BE NON-SMOKER®

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION MUST BE PROMPTLY FURNISHED BUREAU®

MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAMo Po ■

END ' '

MI o o ®P UR '

FBI MlLWAUK ’ '

CO o o ®T AB

FBI CHICAGO

SI o e oDUK

FBI SPRNGFLD

IPoooEXS

FBI INDAPOLS

TU CLP. S^ONILM^QSU
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FBI JKSN MISS

FBI INDAPOLS

3 * 0 ^ E1M

TO

3’ 114^
i 4^C

JACKSON C15?-Q5«*J AND MEMPHIS

INDIANAPOLIS C157-NEW) CROC)

MURK IN

2P

RE JACKS ON TEL TO MEftiPHIS AND INDIANAPOLIS TODAY*

FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED TODAX Bi SAo HERBERT To

BRADSHAW AND SAo WILLIAM Ro LISTONo

INDIANA TELEPHONE NOo THREE ObE SEVEN DASH TWO EIGHT TWO DASH

THREE NINE EERO ONE LISTED BoBo CAMPBELL ONE TWO ONE FIVE Eo

FOURTEENTH STO mUNCIEa INDoa NO ARREST RECORD FOR CAMPBELL

ON APRIL SEVENfl LASTa DEWEX Di /aMPBELLa ONE TWO ONE

FOURTEENTH SToa MUNCIEa INDoa

SINCE THE DEATH OF DRo KI NGa

Campbell advszed

ABOUT HIS WIFE’S

SPECIFIC DETAILS

AT MUNCIE

FIVE E«

PD«

ADVISED HIS WIFE RECEIVED TWO

FROM HER SISTERa MRS o

PHONE CALLS^

A. BELLA a

HIS WIFE WAS

HEALTH o

ILL AND HER SISTER CALLED TO

WIFE TOOK BOTH CALLS AND HE KNEW NO

OF THE CONVERSaTIONo

o CABBELL a ABOVE ADDRESS ADVISED AS FOLLOWS?

MRo AND MRSo DINO LA /ELLAa ADDRESS "DtflER SUTXSEVEcb

MISSISSIPPI'^ OWN AND OPERATE DEE DELL’S PHOTOGRAPHIC STUDIOa WALLSa

MISSISSIPPI a LOCATED NEAR. MEmPHISa TENNo MRS o LA BELLA TELEPHONED TWICE

SINCE DEATH OF DR 0

SHE STATED ®o AND

BUSI NjlSS o MRS o

end page one

KI NG a

MRS o

BELLA

BOTH CALLS SHE BELIEVES WERE ON

LA BELLA TRAVEL CONSIDERABLY IN

CALLED Campbell to advise they

SAToa APRIL SI Ao

THEIR PHOTO

WERE Al '®''A».

Filed
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page two

IS^-NEw

AND TO INQUIRE ABOUT MRS o CAMPBELL’S HEALTHo MRSo CAMPBELL ASHED HER 

SISTER HOW THINGS WERE IN MEMPHIS SINCE KING’S DEATH AND HER SISTER 

COMMENTED THAT KING'S DEATH WAS AN AWFUL THING TO HAPPENS

AT NO TIME DID HER SISTER MENTION LEAVING A CAR ANtWHEREo MRSo 

LA BELLA HAS THREE CHILDREN IN mUNCIEj. INDIANA WHO RESIDE WITH HER 

EK-HUSBAND WHOM SHE INQUIRED ABOUTo CAMPBELL COULD RECALL NO 

SPECIFIC DATA about THE TWO CALLSO

JACKSON AT WALL OR DW'ZERs MISSos LOCATE AND INTERVIEW DELmA 

AND DINO LA BELLA FOR DETAILS OF ABOVE TWO PHONE CALLS AND 

ASCERTAIN IF THE! COULD BE INVOLVED IN INSTANT MATTER0 

END .

BLH .

FBI JKSN MISS ' ’

TU
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FBI WASH DC

722PM URGENT 4/8/68 GUM

TO ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 2P

MURKIN

THIS IS THE CASE INVOLVING THE MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHEn

KI MG > OF ON APRIL FOUR, LAST, IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD ANYONE BE TOLD THIS

INVESTIGATION IS IN CONNECTION WITH CAPTIONED MATTER

IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THAT A RIFLE ABANDONED. NEAR

SCENE OF CRIME WAS PURCHASED BY INDIVIDUAL UING THE NAME

HARVEY OWMYEK

LOWMEYEh OR I/OWMYER IS GENERALLY DESCRIBED AS WHITE

MALE, THIRTYSIX'YEARS OLD, FIVE FEET EIGHT INCHES TALL, ONE

HUNDRED FIFTY - ONE HUNDRED SIXTY POUNDS, BLACK OR DARK BROWN

HAIR

IN VIEW OF THE UNUSUAL NATURE OF THE NAMES LOWMEYEH

AND LOWMYER, ALL OFFICES SHOULD IMMEDIATELY. CHECK YOU

INDICES, ALL CITY DIRECTORIES, ALL TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES COVERING

YOUR TERRITORIES, ALL DRIVERS LICENSE RECORDS', ALL AUTOMOBILE

END PAGE ONE

C HA <i- OevT^XeJi J
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PAGE TV-0

REGISTRATION RECORDS, VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS, AND

CREDIT AND CRIMINAL RECORDS ON THE SURNAMES LQUMEYEr

AND LOhMYEH, IN VIEH OF THE UNUSUAL NATURE OF THE NAMES,

DO NOT

ONLY

SHOULD

CONFINE YOUR CHECK TO HARVEY LOUMEYER AND LOUMYER

ANY INDIVIDUALS IDENTIFIED AS BEARING THESE SURNAMES

BE IMMEDIATELY CHECKED OUT COVERING THE PERTINENT

PERIOD. - YOU SHOULD ALSO APPROPRIATELY CHECKOUT ALL

BOMBING SUSPECTS IN YOUR TERRITORIES

HANDLE IMMEDIATELY AND GIVE TOP PRIORITY ATTENTION

BUFILES CONTAIN NO INFORMATION IDENTIFIABLE ON

HARVEY LOWMEYEk OR LOHMYER

END

WJA

FBI INDAPOLS

MI PUR

FBI MI LUAUK

CI^ ^.RLH

FBI

LS

FBI

CINCINTI

• AUD

LOUISVLE

CG...HFJ

FBI CHICAGO

TO CLP
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^BI KASH DC

3^7PK CHGENT 4-9-68 BJP

TO ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 2P

MURKIN

AMONG ARTICLES RECOVERED AT SCENE OF SHOOTING;

.APPARENTLY ABANDONED BT UNSUB, WERE A PAIR OF BROWNISH 

CHECKERED PRINT UNDEHSHORTS AND WHITE JOCKEY TEE SHIRT 

BEARING CLOTH LAUNDRY TAGS. THESE TAGS WERE MADE BY A

THERMO SEAL MARKI,N.G^YA.£LHIJ£E^ BY THE TEATILE..

MARKING MACHINE COMPANY ,SYi^USEzNEWYOR^ • THESE TAGS...

.AKE ONE QUARTER .INCH hIDE and one and one sixteenth
WMMRBWHHff5»B««««»WSMHBrW«>*R^ 53^g“25£^Sii«2»^-_^_—--_

INCH LONG, RED IN COLOR AND BEAK MARKING■WHICH APPEARS 
----- •-- a- - .

TO. BE ”0 TWO B DASH SIX" OH "D TWO B DASH SIX." ONLYA

PORTION OF THE FIRST CHARACTER IS PRESENT ON EACH TAG, 

AND THIS CHARACTER IS CUT ON A SLIGHT BIAS. NO OTHER 

VISIBLE LAUNDRY MARKS WERE FOUND ON EITHER GARMENT.

IMMEDIATE CHECKS OF LOGICAL LAUNDRIES SUGGESTED BY

TEXTILE MARKING COMPANY HAVE TO DATE BEEN UNPRODUCTIVE

END PAGE ONE
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Sent

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4-8-68

Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT________________________  
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861 AND MEMPHIS

FROM INDIANAPOLIS 44-563

MURKIN

JAMES EDWARD JOLLY ARRESTED ELKHART CO. PD, APRIL SEVEN

LAST FOR TRAFFIC VIOLATION AND DETERMINED WANTED FOR UFAP.

DETERMINED WANTED BY LAKE CO., FLORIDA, JACKSONVILLE ORIGIN

BUFILE EIGHT EIGHT DASH FOUR THREE TWO NINE THREE

PHOTO OF

CONCEPTION OF

STRAIGHT BACK

SUBJECT OBTAINED AND CLOSLY RESEMBLES ARTISTS

DR. KINGS XXmiffl ASSASSIN. JOLLY COMBS HAIR

AND HAS WIDOWS PEEK, AS IN ARTIST CONCEPTION

CLAIMS TO HAVE BEEN IN MANCHESTER, TENN., TWO KEEKS AGO, WORKED

IN WEST MEMPHIS, TENN., SIXTYXKX SIX DASH SIXTYSEVEN, AND HAS'

WIFE PRESENTLY IN ALABAMA.

FBI LAB REQUESTED TO COMPARE PRINTS OF JOLLY WITH FINGERPRINTS

SUBMITTED IN THIS CASE. EFFORTS BEING MADE TO LOCATE OSCAR ?WYD

BRISTOL, IND, WHO ARRIVED WITH SUBJECT AT GOSHEN, IND., EVENING

OF APRIL FIVE LAST

LAW/w ja

Approved:
Special Agenf^fT-Ghgrge
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■ ' ,

#WINMi

SCENE—This picture was taken momentsKING ASSASSINATION
after Martin Luther King Jr., was shot by an assassin on the balcony of 
his'motel in Memphis, Tenn. Photographer Joseph Louw of Publw Broadcast 
Laboratory, assistant producer of a TV show on King’s planned Memphis

march, was in his room two doors away when he heard the shci 
and photographed- King’s aides pointing out -to police the did 
shot. Life Magazine, which obtained the picture exclusiyelji 
yesterday. (Copyright 1968 Time, Inc., via AP Wirephoto) |
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