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GPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ‘ ‘

MAY 1982 EDITION
GSA FPMR (4) CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

:SAC, Indiapapolis (44-563) DATE: 4/19/68
:SA RICHARD J, EISGRUBER

SUBJECT: UNSUB, aka
John Willard;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr.-VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS

00: Memphis

CHARLIE VOWELS, Telephone Number 424-3524,
Supervisor in Pigeon Township Trustee's Office, Room
B-5, Vanderburgh County Court House, Evansville, Indiaa,
confidentially advised on 4/15/68, that he is employed in
the Poor Relief Office and that on 4/9/68, a LOLA EVELYN
YINGER came to his office requesting bus fare to Indianapolis.

YINGER provided a telegram received from her
husband RON YINGER, addressed to herself at 1115 Highland
Sport (Court), Shreveport, Louisiana, which stated in paxt:
"It's too hot to go fishing in Shreveport, sugget you catch
a bus to Indianapolis."

YINGER gave an address of 740 Spruce Street,
Indianapolis, Indiana, where she would be reached.
VOWELS stated that he became suspicious of YINGER, as she
was obviously lying, and he would not give her the money
for the bus fare. He stated the more he thought about the
telegram that YINGER showed him the more suspicious he
became and thought there possibly might be some link between
this telegram and the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING.
VOWELS stated that he did not know what the telegram meant
but felt that it might be some sort of code or something.
VOWELS stated he was making this information available to
the FBI for whatever use they deemed appropriate.

Y563 T
Indianapolis /Q@@ﬁﬁv mmmgyﬁ@j

RERCAL v [
ReArs AN ¢ S

R s

(2) O ANAT Y
e S ‘

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
| , : v

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FBI
Date: 4/19/68
PLAIN TEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)

Transmit the following in

" Via ___ TELETYPE : URGENT
(Priority)

DIRECTOR (44-38861), SPRINGFIELD (44-561),
MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM : INDIANAPOLIS ,(44-563)

MURKIN, CIVIL RIGHTS.

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALL OFFICES THIS DATE AND SPRINGFIELD
TELEPHONE CALL AND TELETYPE TO INDIANAPOLIS THIS DATE.

RE JAMES EARL RAY.

E. L. POPHANKEN, PAYROLL SUPERVISOR, AMERICAN COMMERCIAL
BARGE LTNE, DIVISION OF AMERICAN COMMERCIAL LINES, INC,, WHICH
DIVISION HAS CUSTODY OF ALL CURRENT AND PAST EMPLOYEES OF THIS
COMPANY AND OTHER BARGE COMPANIES WHICH MERGED IN NINETEEN
SIXTYONE, SEARCHED RAY'S NAME AND ALL ALIASES AND ADVISED NO
RECORD LOCATED INDICATING RAY EVER EMPLOYED BY THESE COMPANIES.

FOR INFO SPRINGFIELD, ALL EMPLOYMENT RECORDS PRIOR TO
SIXTYONE HAVE BEEN DESTROYED, HOWEVER, ALL NAMES AND SOCIAL
SECURITY NUMBERS PLACED ON IBM CARDS AND THESE CARDS, WHICH

ALSO CONTAIN CURRENT EMPLOYEES, WERE RUN THROUGH WITH NEGATIVE _| r
RESUIT S. -..§v

NS L{ S
1 </ 1P ’Hm~q¥ ﬂYET‘YI/ﬁi\

Qa ' m
Approv)ed g Sent

Special Agentl'{n Charge
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1NDAPOLS

'B1- ST .LOULS
P URGENT 4-20-68 DCJ
DIRECTOR» MEMPHIS, CLEVELAND, INDIANAROLIS, .LOS

ANGELES \

FROMI ST. LOUIS (44-775)

MIRKIN; CR3 00: ME

)

RE CINCINNATI TEL TO DIRECTOR, AR, NINTEEN LAST, AND
$7. LOUIS TELEPHONE CALLS TO INDIANAROLLS AND LOS ANGELES
APR. NINETEEN LAST.

SAS DISPATCHED Apéi NINETEEN. LAsra GREYHOU&D-BUS DEROT,
STo LQUISo MOes FOR CHECK OF PASSENGERS ABOARD BUS FOUR FOUR

e ]

SEVEN TWO, ARRIVING FROM GOLUMBUS; OHIO, TWO TWENTY P oM. NO

L e e

PERSON IDENTIFIABLE AS INDIVIDUAL Dzscnisgn RE TEL gssgavsn
DEPARTING BUS. EMPTY BUS SEARCHED FOR. PERONS. REMAINING ON
VEHICLE, WITH NEGATI VE RESULTS. BUS TERMINAL CHECKED BE#ORE‘

< e

AND AF’BEB DEPARTURE OF VEHICLE FOR LOS ANGELEb WITHOUT SUCCESS.

END PéGE DNE %h%]\
1 &W‘ b

-~
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PAGE TWO

ONLY MALE PERSON ON BUS REMOTELY SUGGESTING SUBJECT S

APPEARANCE IDENTIFIED AS CHARLES WARREN HALE: DATE OF BIRTH

j ANSON, rzxas, EN ROUTE FROM

T3

HOLYOKE, MASS.» TO A VEtzaANs HOSRITAL. NEAR ABELENE, TEXAS.

HALE DEFINITELY NOT IDENTICAL TO SUBJECT.

o e

DRIVER WAYNE LESTER WILLIAMS: G&EYHOUND BUS LINES: EIGHT

e e

ZERO ONE N- BROADWAY: RESIDENCE FOUR FIVE ZERO EI GHT NORTH~

o o

EASTERN AVE.: WANAMAKER: INDIANA: ADVISED ARR. NINETEEN SIXTY

o e e

?IG@?: HE DROVE NUMBEB FOUR FOU& SEVEN ?WG FROM INDIANAPOLIS ?0
ST. LOUIS ARRIVING TWO TWENTY PoMo » APR. NINETEEN LAST- STATEB
HE HAD TNELVE PASSENGEBS FROM INDIANAPOLIS TO ST. LOUISo
SEVERAL OF WHOM VERE NEGROES AND FEMALES: BUT DOES NOT KNOW

DESTINATION oF ANY RASSENGEB: NOR WOULD HE HAVE CHECKED TICKETS.

e - o

WILLI?MS VIEWED PHOTO OF SUBJ@CT: STATED NO ONg OF DESCRIRTION

AMOUNG PASSENGERS. HE DID REC@LL ONE INDIVIDUAL WHO SAT RIGHT

~ e ~ -
1

FRONT SEAT: THIRTY YEAES OF AGE: FIVE FEET: EIGHT TO N}NE

.xmcggsf ONE FIVE ZERD LBS.: INTOXICATED: @Np FN BOUTE MASStLTD

~ A

TEXAS. HE COULD RECALL NO OTEER PERSON MEETING THE DESCRIRTION
IN QUESTION, AND DID NOT DELIEVE THIS PERSON WAS 1DENTICAL.

.

Pe ...
SENDL.

N

FBI INDAPOLS

o~
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OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 .
MAY 1862 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8 b

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

SAC, INDIANAPOLIS (44-563) DATE: 4/20/68
SA JAMES G. WINTERS

SUBJECT: MURKIN

At approximately 11 AM this date ELMER SENG, 1133 North 6th

Street, Lafayette, Indiana, telephone number 742-2395, telephonically
contacted the Indianapolis office and advised the writer that he had
rented an apartmmnt to a man using the name HARRELL VOWELL at 237
South 4th Street, Apartment 4, Lafayette, indiana yesterday. SENG advised
that #hts was a '""dead ringer" for LEE RAY,

VoweL S

" "'SENG advised that VOWELL is described as a white male, 5' 10",
150 pounds, 35-40, dark sandy hair, dimple in chin, sun tanned, with
about a three day growth of beard. e further advised that VOWELL was
driving an older model red Chevrolet pick-up truck with unknown Michi-
gan license plates and had stated that he had just arrived in *“afayette
from Coco Beach, Florida. VOWELL also told SENG that he expected his
brother to arrive there within a day or two and told SENG that he was
looking for a job with hours from 3 to 11 so that he could go out even-
lngS °

H

Supervisor TILLAR and SA BARADELL were advised this date of
above information.,

JGW/
2 - 44-563

V2 I
P~ ll\lDIAN‘;
\\

9

. LNAPOLIS
- B

e

5010-108
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FBI INDAPOLS

FBI NEVARK
5.PAGES. 8100 PM URGENT  4-20-68  JON
T0 DIRECTOR, CINCINNATI, CLEVELAND, INDIANAPOLIS, LOS ANGELES,
MEWPHIS, NEV YORK, AND ST. LOUIS  PLAINTEXT
L0S ANGELES VIA WASH,DC.

FROM NEVARK ~ 44-854
MURKIN,CR» O0-ME.

RE_CI TEL TO DIRECTOR WITH COPY TO NEWARK .+

GARY S- GOODMAN: AGE SEVENTEEN: THREE FIVE BIRKENDENE

RD.; CALDWELL: NJ: WAS INTERVIEWED TODAY. HE ADVISED

THAT WILE AWAITING A FLIGHT FROM PORT COLUMBUS INTERNATIONAL

AIRPORT: COLUMBUS: OHIOJ AT ABOUT THREE AM ON APRIL NINETEEN

e st -

LAST, HE ENCOUNTERED UNKNOWN MALE INDIVIDUAL WHO VERY

CLOSELY RESEMBLED NEWSPAPER PHOTOGRAPH OF ERIC STARVO GALT.

ALSO PRESENT IN ADDITION TO INDIVIDUALS SET FORTH

IN REFERENCED TEL: WAS LLEONABD DBIBINSKY: ONE THIRTY PELHAM

-~

ED.; NEW ROCNELLE: N-Y-: AREA CODE NINE ONE FOUR: # SIK

THREE SIX - EIGDT ONE SIX ONE GOODMAN ADVISED THAT AT QBOUT

-~ -

THREE AM, A TAX1 DRIVER ENTEBED AIRPORT AND INQUIR@D AT EAL

COUNTER CONCERNING NEXT DEPABTING FLIGHT. THE DRIVER LEFT %/7/ Y;

~

U/

vqiR

AND WITHIN MINUTES THE UNKNOVN MALE ENTERED, WALKIN%(‘E@%;%@W
/.
AND MADE SAME INQUIRY. Goopamm DOES NQT KNOW HOW UNKNOWN MALE '

) / o a0l o L FE— T AR
END PAGE ONE it A R
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NK  44-854 | = .

‘PAGE TWO

ARRIVED‘AT AIRPORT- HE GAVE FOLLOWI&G DESCRIPTION OF
UNKNOWN MALE - WMA: FIVE FEET g{gﬁT: HEQVY BUILD;' ’
ONE EIGHTY LBS.: AGE APPROXIMATELY THIRTY SEVEN OR
THIRTY ELGHT, BLOND EROWN HALR, WITH REDDISH APPEARANCE,
COLOR APPEARED SONEVHAT UNNATURAL AND WAY HAVE BEEN DYED

HAIR WAS LONG TO TOP AT EARS, WEARING THIN MUSTACHE HAVING

APPEARANCE OF TWO WEEK GROWTH, OTHERWISE CLEAN SHAVEN.

WEARING SOLID BLACK SPORTS JACKET, WHITE SHIRT NO TIE,

BLACK LACE TYPE SHOES IN NEED OF REPQIR: WHITE SOX@S:.

-

CLOTHES APPEARED 70 HAVE BEEN VORN FOB SEVERAL DAYS. NOTICLBLE

—~

ODOB OF ALCOHOL BUT DID NOT APPEAR INTOXICATED AND SROKE

OO@ERE&TLY. GOODMAN DID NOT NOTICE AN ACC@NT:: UNUSUAL

P ~ e

‘MAN&ERISMS, HABITS, SCARS, MARKS, TATTO0S, OR JEWELRY.
GOODMAN WAS EXHIBITED. PHOTOS OF ERIC STARVO GALT.
HE ADVISED THAT PHOTOGRAPH SHOVING EYES DRAWN 1N,

BORE VERY CLOSE RESEMBLANGE TO THE UNKNOWN MALE WITH THE

FOLLOWING EXCEPTIONSI UNKNOWN MALE WEARING THIN MUSTACHE:

b e e

EYES MORE PROMINENT: HAIR LONGEB OVER EARS. GOODMAN

P ]

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

NK  44-854

ADVISED THE PHOTO OF JAMES EARL RAY, FURNISHED BY THE BUREAU ON

FOUR NINETEEN LAST, NOT AS CLOSE RESEWBLANCE AS ABOVE
DESCRIBED PHOTOGRAPH AND IN ADDITION GITED THE FOLLOWING:
DIFFERENCES:  UNKNOWN MALE'S SLIGHTLY VIDER -AND NOT A5 ROINTED
LIPS SLIGHTLY LARGER. ;o

UNKNOWN MALE INDICATED THAT HE COULD NOT VAT UNTIL

CONTACTED THE RAIL AND BUS LINES INQUIRING ABOUT DEPARTURES

T0 LOS ANGELES, UNKNOWN MALE PURGHASED A BROWN, YELLOW

AND ORANGE PLAID SHIRT FOR ONE DOLLAR FROM RONALD WEISZ,

A COMPANION OF GOODMAN. UNKNOWN MALE CHANGED SHIRT. AT

AIRPORT AND DISCARDED HIS VHITE SHIRT IN LOCKER, WHICH GOUDMAN
LATER OBTAINED AND HAS FURNISHED TO NEWARK DIVISION. UNKNOWN
MALE IN AIRPORT APPROXIMATELY THIRTY MINUTES TO HOUR, puagﬁg
WICH TIUE HE HAD CONVERSATIONS WITH GOODMAN AND OTHERS.
UNKNOWN WALE OBSERVED IN POSSESSION OF LARGE ROLL, OF

CURRENCY AND THREE ROLLS OF DIMES WHICH BORE PRINTED NAME

GF CINCINNATI, OHIO, ON WRAPPERS. UNKNOWN MALE INDICATED
END PAGE THRE

1
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. PAGE FOUR
NK 44~ 554
HE HAD BEEN IN COLUMBUS. OHIO FOR SEVERAL DAYS AND PREVIOUSLY
Iy CINCINNATI. ONLY REFERANCE TO. PRIOR. ACTIVITIES WERE THAT
HE HAD BEEN DRINKING. HE MADE NO REFERANCE TO ASSOCIQTES:
.INTERESTS: MEANS OF LIVngggp OR HOME AND APPARENTLY
HAD NO LUGGAGE. HE APPEARED RATHER HAPPY -GO~LUCKY BUT ,
MAINTAINED AN APPARENT URGENCY TO LEAVE COLUNBUS. HE
LEFT AIRPORT AT APPROKIMATELY FOUR TEN AM. .LATER THE raxx
DRIVER, WHO SAID HE HAD DRIVEN UNKNOWN MALE TO BUS STAT59N3
RETURNED TO AIRPORT AND REMARKED COVCERNING |
THE RESEMBLANCE OF UNKNOWN MALE WITH THE NEVSPAPER PHOTO OF

ERIC STARVO GALT. GOODMAN AND COMPANIONS CONCURRED IN THE

CLOSE RESEMBLANCE AND DETERMINED THAT IN VIEW OF HIS ACTIONS

AT THE AIRPORT; THAT THIS INCIDENT SHOULD BE REPORTED TO THE FBI.

e~

NEW YORK FURNISHED INFO RE. LEONARD DRIBINSKY BY PHONE

THIS DATE.

! /
l

u) ) -

LAB: FOUR TWENTY TWO NEXT. SUGGEST CINCINNATI CHECK

END PAGE FOUR
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PAGE FIVE

&K 'aazgsav ‘
LOGAL AUTHORIES FOR BE OR BR WHERELN ROLLS OF .COINS
TQKE&:"

E N D

1
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FBI WASH DC ~ o

FBI INDAPOLS ‘ .
R ' :;ﬁ)74
2:04 AM  URGENT  4-20-68 JEC.

TQE DIRECTGR (44 38861) AND MEMPHIS (44 1987

PPN

N I
C0G ‘-’>> >

FROM i ;Npmmpgu_s (44-563) ‘

MURKIN. CR. OOSMEMPHIS.

RE CINCINNATI TEL TO DIRECTOB FOU& DASH NINETEEN DASH SlXTYEIGHT.

S e

UNSUB - BOARDING BUS AT COLUMBUS: OHIO: FOUR FIFTY AM: FOUR DASH

RN

NINETEEN DASH SIXTYEIGHT’

| PAUL FISHER, GREYHOUND DRIVER INDIANAPOLLS, ADVISED ONE PASSENGER
FITTING UNSUB DISCRIPTION GOT ON BUS JUST BEFORE DEPARTURE FROM COLUMBUS.
UNSUB SAT DIRECTLY BEHIND HIM DURING Tﬁgé‘.; UNSUB HAD TICKET FOR. LOS
. ANGELES AND ASKIF HE HAD TO CHANGE BUSES, ADVISED NO.. UNSUB
SLEPT THROUGH DAYTON STOP AND INDIANAPOLIS STOR.

"ﬂNSUB‘DESCRIBED W/M: FIVE FT SEVEN INCHo: TO FIVE FT. EIGﬁT.

..

INCH.; ONE FOUR ZERO TO ONE FIVE ZERO LBS.: NO ACCENTa SMALL MUSTA?H?:

e e o~

ND BAGGAGE CAN'T RECALL DRESS OR OTHER FEATUBESo DRIVER VIEWED GALT

R

PgOTOS COULD NOT. MAKE IDENTY-, STATED TO BUSY WITH FOG TO NOTICE

N

_FURTHER » - - |
%I?F/.'TL-"L
FBI WASH DC.

%

< /3T [y
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OPTIONAL. FORM.NO, 10 )
‘MAY 852 EDITION !
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8 ’

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

S ' DATE: 4-21-68
SPC JAY E. COLVIN

SUBJECT: MURKIN

At approx. 6:55 am instant date this ofifice telephonically

contacted by a Mr. Anderson, 2454 N, Parker, Ph 636-4646, who
advised as followeS.e..

Anderson noticed an indivihual who looked like Earl
James Ray eatihg at the White Castle at 38th and Keystone.
This individual left there amd last seen going morth on | &
Keystone in a White Chevrolet 68 Indiana license 49 G 1605..

Above information furnished to Supervisor Tiller,

Dosple 1k
62 Chewrrtel Ll%o
ViR RIFT SaFI10/66 S %

Lo S‘I‘o(.;ému’ '

Ja) Lis7/et (= jé‘\c N
C; 7 S AT et esea
A Ao o~ ' 4 / “‘"7
Buy U.S. Savings Boids Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

éOIO-lDB
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 >
MAY 1962 EDITION )

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, INDIANAPOLIS (44-563) : 4/20/68
‘.___/

SA FREDERICK L, WILT

S :
UBJECT RIN

At 9:20 AM, 4/20/68, Mrs. CHAUNCEY TIMMONS, 2304 North
20th Street, Lafayette, Indiana (Telephone Number 424-6784),
advised SA FREDERICK L. WILT as follows:

She and her husband are owners of a cheap rooming
house located at 627 North Pennsylvania Street, Indianapolis,
Indiana, where Mrs. FERN CARTER (Telephone ME 5-6628), serves as
manager. An individual named LEE RAY whom Mrs. TIMMONS has
never seen registered there in Room 32 on 3/2/68 and has
paid his rent through 4/20/68.

Mrs., TIMMONS thought there might be a connection between
the fugitive named RAY, alias GALT who has recently received
rewspaper publicity in connection with MURKIN. Mrs. TIMMONS
advised she has no additional info of any nature concerning
the above described LEE RAY.

~5¢3-90

leEXED

@- Indianapolis
fIW:slr

@yl

5010-108
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION 4 l

“ GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

SAC, Indianapolis (44~563) DATE: 4/20/68
SA Frederick L, Wilt
SUBJECT: UNSUB; MURKIN
CR
At 9:40 A.M. 4/20/68 the following information was
received via telephone by SA Frederick L. Wilt from Mrs, Detty Kurtz,
239 Blueberry Lane, Yest Lafayette, Indiana (phone 743-6955).

On 4/5/68 she and her husband stopped to register at
the Cascade Motel, Chattanooga, Tennessee. At that time she observed
a man regiétering at the Cascade Motel whom she feels appears similar
in appearance to ERIC STARVO GALT, whose photo she has seen in the
newspapers and on TV, This man is described by Mrs., Kurtz as white,
male, tall, thin, drark brown bushy hair, 30 years, dressed in tan
jacket, dark pants, plaid shirt. The man told the room~clerk at the
Cascade Motel that he would return the following Saturday tostay there
again ,

Except for the resemblence in appearance, Mrs. Kurtz
kﬁew of nothing to associate this individual with MURKIN.

In view of the assumption that there should be better
leads available to locate ERIC- STARVO GALT, alias RAY, no action is

recommended on thebasis of the abore informatione.

W
N yv5¢3-97

£ARCHED. INDEXED.,pees
% y TERIALIZED.. ..FILED g
N -
N

50} 4PRI2 1968°

FBl — INDIANAPOLIS. =

' 'Mﬂ\«%/

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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* FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63) . ,

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Fugitive Galt

Charged In
King Slaylng

MEMPHIS Tenn. (AP) — The mystenous Eric

Starvo G,alt has been charged with conspiracy and | }
mufder in the assassination of Dr. Martm Luther*ng .

Jrl A

The FBI saxd in a fugxtlve warrant 1ssued last
mght in Bmmngham that Galt, 36,"conspired with a

inan “whom he alleged to be his brother” to v1olate,

ng s civil nghts

»The state charge of fxrs
degree murder was file
against Galt in Mempln
where King, 39, Nobel Prize-
winning - civil rights leader,
Awas ‘shot to death -on a motel
[ alcony “April 4'by a shiper
fwho’ fled from a rooming

house:

Fu'st-degree murder in Ten- |
heSSee carries the death penal- |
iy although the .electric chair:
has not been used in the state
Smce 1960. -

'I‘he maximum penalty un- l
dpr the Fedetal' charge. of !
conspxracy to vxolate a per-l

sons civil nghts is a $5, 000]
|

finé "and’ 10-yeat prison sen-
) tence
v There .was na, further men-
tion, i _the. FBL statementl
about ‘the alleged brother and
np charge was f1led against
im., , [
-FB[ Director J. Edgar \
Hoover announced in Wash
' mgton that the conspiracy tof \
“injure, oppress, threaten os /
intimidate” King began “on ot/
.about March 30" in ermmg
ham.

—

.- | Editor:

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

'he—Indianapolis News

hdianapolis, Indiana

Page H

Date: /{/[ Sf (e X
Edition?

Author: .
. Managing

Wendell C.
Phillippi

Title:

Character:

. or
"Classification:
Submitting Office:

Ip
(] Being lnvefs:lgatfe)d o

— 3 G (X4
SEARCHED __INDEXED

iSERlALUEbii:ftm<FI:ED,_&E}—
APR2 7 1968

Fol— N avar uild .




/\ "PUBLIC ASKED TO
" 'HELPFIND GALT = ¢

" The FBI statement said a|
.30-.06 rifle " equlpped with a[

telescopxc sight, found near|
the rooming house shortly |
after King was slain, wasl
bought March,30 in Birming- | |
ham.

The statement did. nof
connect Galt dlrectIy with theq .
rifle. - i

The FBI reléased a pho’coJ
graph of Galt and solicited '
. public aid in finding him. ,
Whether this appeal meant the
trail had become cold wag
unclear, -but U.S. Atty. Ge :
Ramsey Clark told a reportey;

7. in Washington he felt this wat

not the situation:.

The FBI started huntmg
Gilt-a week -ago. Agents even '

Eric Starvo Galt—trail cooled'.!}}

e S

[contacted persons named Galt
#in several states in an attempt
s to find him.

The picture — Wthh had to
have the eyes “opened” by an

'artist — - brought wuncertain

‘responses from witnesses who
were acquainted with Galt or
saw the fleeing sniper. '

“Unless he was wearing .a

wig or had had a face-lift or | '

something, it’s not the man I

saw,” said Charles Q. Stevens, |

‘who lives at the Main Street
rooming. house from which the
tal shot apparently was

ired
?- “The hair.is too full and the
face is too young,” he said.
But Stevens said he only got a
side view of the fleeing figure.
. A source in Birmingham
said the photograph was taken
within the past three months,
although the FBI' did not

specify’ when it was made.

The photo has sharp contrast,
Fnakmg hair and features very
dark.
4 “It’s very near, but I'm not
|sure,” was the reaction of
Peter Cherpes, owner of a
Birmingham boarding house
where an- Eric Galt stayed
from Aug. 26 to, Oct. 7 last
year.

“I don’t really _know,"

{I'Cherpes said. “It’s so hard to i

tell. His hair seemed to be
lighter.”

The FBI, relying on wit-
nesses apparently, said the
fugitive had' been described as
a white man, 5-8 to 5-11,

weighing 160 to 175 pounds,
.}w1th brown hair in a brush
‘cut, blue eyes, straight nose.

i Lo -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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| ' EAR PROTRUDES
i { FARTHER FROM HEAD

fPersons who have met Galt, | .
the FBI reported, descmbed
him as a loner with a. “iryral”
ispeech and little- sqhoolmg,
fond of vodka, :bé‘e'r and
! hillbilly music St L
. The FBI: statement also
‘.said, “The fugitive is'said to
"have a nervous habit of
=occa51ona11y pulling at an ear
lobe with his left hand, His

t ear protrudes further from
is head than his right ear.”

1 Galt has used the names of
‘John Willard and Harvey
Loneyer, the FBI said. The
: assassin reglstered at the
|Memphls rooming house under
the name of John Willard.

Galt, the FBI said, is the
owner of a 1966 white

, Mustang with Alabama license | 10

, plates abandoned in Atlanta
| the day- after King was shot to,|
death The vehicle was left in
i]the parkmg lot of an apart-
‘ment project near the Georgia |

J( Capitol. |

g




FD-38 (Rey, 12-13-56)
a8

-~

FBI

£

Date: 4/19/68

Transmit the following in
: : (Type in plain text or code)

Via ____AIRTEL

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

> Y ——

T0 ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES
FROM / SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)
SUBJECTY MURKIN

CIVIL, RIGHTS
(00; ME)

Re Albany airtels 4/10/68 and 4/11/68, setting
forth comcarns who purchased Thermo-Seal marking machines,
and Bureau teletype to Memphis, 4/12/68.

The FBI Laboratory advised that pillowcase and
bed sheet were found in trunk of 1966 white Mustang
registered to ERIC STARVO GALT,  which was located at
Atlanta 4/11/68, These items contain Thermo-Seal
laundry tapes of approximately same size as tapes on
items previously recovered, but are yellow in color and
contain code, *“20R-3.,'" In opinion of Textile Marking
Machine Company, Syracuse, New York, the tapes were
produced by a different machine than previous tapes since
the first three characters are 15 point type and the
last two characters are 18 point type,

The Textile Marking Machine Company suggests the
twenty in above code would be the lot number, the R may meaxn
that this was a return of a batch of laundry, and the
three is the bundle number,

P

LEADS
ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES '

+

Will recontact laundries détermined to be
operating Thermo-Seal Marking Machines in a@ effort to

locate laundry using the code, "20R-3." w - g j
2 - All Continental Offices 1

2 - Memphis Qﬂﬂmﬂ ?ﬂiw-% | |

L. GMR:jms (118}
- Bt
J i e W

Speéial Agent in Charge

Approved:
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FBI

Date: 4/19/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or code)

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

SAC, ALBANY

FROM: .//§ACS MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN - COST DATA

ReButel to ME 4/17/68.

For information of all offices, the Bureau by retel
requested of the Memphis Division as follows:

" ."Please furnish following information on above
matter compiled or estimated through 4/30/68, and thereafter
submit cumulative totals through the end of each month until
further notice:

1) Number of man hours spent on case broken down as
to regular hours, overtime hours, and total man
hours by following employees {separate figures
for each class of employees shown):

A. BSpecial Agents
B. Clerical Employees

Total mileage (estimated or actual) traveled by
Bucars used on case. Include mileage for cars
traveling to and from other field offices on special
assignment.and any personally-owned cars.

Any unusual or out-of-ordinary costs, such as cost
of chartering airplane, rental of special office
space, leased telephone lines;, etc.- These should
be it?mized and cost of each item shown.

@2 Each Office 7~ A

2 - Memphis
HEG:LF
(59)

Approved: ,z CM Sent

563 =94
NM,ZL@W"E’-"
WWW o
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ME 44-~1987

4) Peak number of Special Agents working on case
during month for which report is submitted.

You should promptly .request all Bureau offices
involved in this case to furnish information requested herein
to you and it should be included 1n your report."

Each office is requested to expeditiously furnish
the Memphis Division with the above designated data within
two work days after thé close of each month. Secondly, each
office is also requested ®advise the Memphis Division even in
the évent each category is zereo. or no work is performed on
this case during the month. .
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FBI

Date: 4/19/68

* Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or code)
AXRTEL

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO: SAC, ALBANY
FROM; / SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P
MURKILN

At about & p.m, on 4/4/68, while standing on the second
floor balcony outside Room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry
Street, Memphis, Tennessee, Dr., MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. wasstruck
in the right side of the face by 2 single bullet fired from a
30-06 rifle, The bullet severed KING's spinal cord and death
was almost imstantaneous. 1,

- This investigation, - predicated upon a specific request
from the Attormey Gemeral of the United States, disclosed that
the fatal shot had been fired from the bathroom of @ cheap rooming
house located at 4224 South Main Street, Memphis, which bathroom
was located at the rear of the rooming h@@g@, and had & window
overlooking the Lorraine Motel,

At about 3 p.m. on 4/4/68, an individual using the name
JOHN WILLARD had rented Room 5B im the rooming house at 422%
South Main Street and had paid one week's rent, After hearing
the rifle shot at about 6 p.m, on that same day, other tenants
in the reooming house observed a man presumably ldemtical with
WILLARDS fleeing from the r@omimg house carrying a large package
which was subsequently abandoned by him on the sidewalk im. front
of the Canipe Amusement Co., 424 South Main Street, Memphis.
A neighborhood inV@Stig&ti©n in the vicimity of 424 Sotth Main
Street disclosed that the subject hdad fled from the scene in a
white Mustang.

Found abandoned in front of 424 South Main Street was a
30=-06 Remington model 760 rifie which was determimned to have been
TA

2 ALBANY | &< wwg,‘
4

(SEIEIS2- WER,—

m%smmmc?f SiEN

2  ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

1_MEMPHIS : /[
RGJ °BN Z(
Approved / ;

Specml Aggnt in Charge
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ME 44-1987

sold to ome BHARVEY LOWMEYER on 3/30/68 by Aeromarine Supply Co.,
Birmingham, Alabama ,

Investigation at Memphis disclosed that an individual had
purchased a set of binoculars at the York Arms Company im Memphis
on 4/4/68, These bincculars were among the material abandoned
with the rifle and recovered in Memphis., Also recovered was a
brown and greem herringbone bedspread. The items abandoned in
Hemphis were all wrapped im this bedspread. .The blue bag which
was inside the bedspread contained numerous items, among Which
were the bimosulars and & set of underwear consisting of a T-shirt
and shorts, The T-shirt and shorts are those on Which appsars
the laumdry m@rk vhich has been @& matter of interest im this case.

A S@@r@h of motel records im the Memphis area dis@losed
that an individual using the mame ERIC S, GALT had spent the
night of 4/3/68 at the Rebel Motel, Memphis, Tennessee, and Wwas
driving a 1966 -white Mustang bearing Alabama License 1-38993,
Investigation at Birmngham disclosed that this automobile had
been purchased by BRIC S, GALT om August 30, 1968, from a private
person in response te a newspaper ad, He p@i@ a t@ﬁal ot $1995
cash, While in Birmingham he furnished the address of 2608 South
Highland Avenue, Birmingham. This is alsc the address Which
appeared on a driver's licemnse issued to him by the State of
Alabama, The driver's license identifying data listed his birth
date as his height as 5°11", his W@ight as 170
and hi@ @y@s blm@ and hair br@wmo

The amt@mobil@ in question, the white Mmgﬁa@g b@@riﬁg the
Alabame tags mentioned above, was recovered in Atlanta om 4/11/68
and d@t@rmim@d to have been ab@md©m@@ there prlor to 9 a,m, Om
4/5/68,

vk

In connection with the @vld@n@@ submitted by Atlanta,
Birmingham, and Memphis, identifiable latent prints were recovered.
It was on the basis of these latemnts that identification was made
of JAMES EARL RAY, Im handling future leads, all offices should
be particularly interested in securing am id@ntifyimg number ,
military, police, or FBI, in connection with suspects so that the
necessary @h@@k @@m be made through the I@@ntifi@aﬁi@mﬁﬂivigiom.

Oon 4/17/68, AUSA R, M&@EY TAYL@R Birmingham, @mthoriz@d
the filing of a @@mplaimt @h@rgimg ERﬁC STARVO GALT with &
conspiracy to violate Sectiem 241, Title 18, ¥, S, Code, and

=B=
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ME 44-1987

recommended bomd im the amount $50,000., Om that same date,
SAC JOSEPH B, GAMBLE filed & complaint before USC MILDRED F,
SPRAGUE, Birmingham, and warrant was issued that same date.

For further information re JAMES EARL RAY, all offices
aregdireet@d to press release furnished them by the Bureau on
4/19/68,

ARMED & DANGEROUS,




airtel . air wsil

Te: SAC, Charlotte {(44-1365)
From: Directer, PBX (44-38861)
HURKIN

Méff‘fqﬂa Reurtel 4-18-68,

" Unidentified lateat fingergrinte sud latent leprsesions
thin chse Are not idontich]l with fiagerprints of ROBERT FRANKLIN
WILLIAKS, PRI #372 433 ¥. No pslm prints here for Willinms,

2 =~ Newphis (44-1387)

1 = Stiante (44-3388)
1 rfolk
- Indianspolis

N Froed gl
Tt X |
e

o N
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FBI INDAPOLS ’

FBI CHICAGO
344PM URGENT 4-22-68 EMS
TO INDIANAPOLILS

FROM CHICAGO (44 1114) iP

ANONYMOUS MALE TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED THE FOLLOWING
INDIVIDUALS ALL OF GARY: INDIANA; ARE REPORTEDLY IN ,?
0/

POSSESSION OF  INFORMATION CAPTIONED MATTER. DALE BAKTER
RESIDES FORTIETH AND TYLER, SHIRLEE Hgagxowxéx. RESIDES

FORTIETH AND TENNESSEE AND Jécxf\almisaaca RESIDES FOUR ONE

. - e - -

SIX ZERQ BROADWAY /5/ / ’//5; g -l 2

'QALLER ST%TED TﬁESE INDIVIDUALS HAVE BEEN BRAGGING THEY
HAVE INFORMATION CONCERNING KING'S MURDER AND KNOW THE
WHEREABOUTS OF THE SUSPECT PRESENTLY BEING SOUGHT . - STATED
FBI DOES NOT HAVE ACTUAL WEAPON BUT THE WHEREABOUTS OF SUCH
WEAPON 1S KNOUN TO THE ABOVE TRIO. CALLER DECLINED TO FURNISH
ADDITIONAL 1NFORMATION AND TERMINATED CALL.

INDIANAROLLS AT GARY, INDIANA, INTERVIEW THE FOREGOING
INDIVIDUALS FOR ANY INFORWATION OF PERTINENCE THEY MIGHT HAVE.

At COPY MEVPHLS.

\ARMED AND DANGEROUS :
CORR LN 6 WD 6 WEISSBUCH'_
— 7

END -
' 7=/8/5

FBI INDAPOLS

P
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 .
MAY 1362 EDITION k
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

TO : SAC, Indianapolis (44-563) DATE: 4/22/68

\

W‘V“V"""‘“
FROM : SA Frederick L. Wilt V¢ SEARGHED —~mmnn SHUEHED —— |
uw SEMRIVED _. . CHER . — |

UNSUB aka & Ai"l\ / lQb'h

SUBJECT: MURKIl{T ‘\\V' \ /e 11 -3

CR

On 4/20/68 Mrs, Betty Seng, 1133 North 6th St., Lafayette,
Indiana (phone 742-2395) advised Jae=SyiZagiii@l SAs Frederick L, Wilt

and Ronald A, Baradel as follows: At 10:15 PM L-19-68 she rented

Apt. 7, 237~239 S, 4th St., Lafayette, Ind. to one HARRELL VOWELL.

He was driving a pickup truck bearing a Michigan license., VOWELL

appears similar to JAMES EARL RAY, aka ERIC STARVO GALT.
The following interview was conducted by SAs Frederick L.
21

Wilt and Ronald A. Baradel on 4/#R/68: HARRELL GENE VOWELL, Apt. 7,

237-238 South 4th St,, Lafayette, Indiana advised that he arrived in

Lafayette, Ind. the night of 4/20/68, driving a 1957 Ford pickup

truck bearing 1967 Michigan license 4086-~EF. He is a cable-splicer by

occupation, currently employed by Jackson Communication Co., 19 Wolf

Creek Rd., Brookville, Ohio, He came to Lafayette, Ind. at the direction
of his employer to perform contract work for General Telephone Co. of

Indiana. Through observation, interrogation, and identification it

- was determined he is not identical with JAMES EARL RAY, aka Eric Starvo

Galt.

HARRELL GENE VOWELL is described as white, male, born
Eﬁkﬁ:] at Zama, Mississippi, 5' 7", 160 lbs., brown eyes, &ark brown halr9
orizontal scar near hairline on Eovehead Served in U.S. Army July,

1955 to 4/24/58 and May, 1959 to May, 1962, ASN RA 19 542 838, permanent
address c/o M wife Mrs. Jane Vowell, nee Colegrove, 2670 Hickory Ridge

® Rd., Lot 96, Milford, Mich., father Oliver Vowell, = 234

M Crawford St., Las Vegas, Nevada, Social Security {gl/g-__]

\3 Michigan driver's license # V 160 298 275 721.

. S
. i Ve S
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan <7/¢/- “5C 57 /7

5010-108

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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. Prints
: Matched
By FBI g*

WASHINGTON (UPI)—The FBI'
today identified - Eric Starvo Galt, l
sought in the murder of Dr. Martln
Luther King, as James Earl Ray, an,
escapee from the Missouri State
Penitentiary. . ~

A warrant was issued Wednesday‘

Aprll ‘4 sniper slaying of King in:
Memphis.
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover sald»
. { a systematic, search of latent finger-
prints uncovered in the case against |
the prints o'r'J more than 53,000 per-:
sons led to the determination “thatf
Galt and Ray are identical.™ |
Hoover said’ Ray, 40, was re-;
ported missing from the- Mlssourr.
State Pemtentlary at Jefferson Clty’
April 23, 1967. He had Jbeen serving
a 20-year sentence for armed rob-]
bery. :
As Galt, Ray hés been the object
of a cross-country search which ex-!
tended into Mexico. He'is® accused!
of conspiracy and murder in thei
assassination of King. i
The FBI, in a-warrant issued|
earlier this week, charged Galt and|
an “alleged brother” with conspir-!
acy in King’s slaying.
’ ‘The FBI released two ffont and
'{sxde view photos of Ray apparently,
taken at the Missouri prlson wher%f
he had been an inmate since 1960. I‘{‘

said the photograph had been take 'a

[1n 1960.

for a man identified as Galt in the|

The photograph was identified
that of Ray, also known as-Gal
Elarvey Lowmyer, John Willard
Yames McBride, James Walton, W.
C. Herron and James O’Conner.
John Willard was the name-used

iby .the man who  checked into a

Memphis rooming house from which
the shot that killed King apparently
was fired.

Hoover said Ray had a known ar-
rest record dating back to 1949. Be-
for his 1960 conviction in St. Louis,
Ray was convicted of burglary in

.|Los Angeles, 1949; armed robbery in

Chicago, 1952; and forging United

-IStates postal money orders in Mis-

souri in 1955, ,

. Ray claims to have been born
in Ilinois—but the

FBI did not say where. He is about

5-feet-10, weighs 163 to 174 pounds,

has blue eyes and brown hair and

'wo scars: A small one on the centd:

gf his forehead and another on th{
balm of his right hand. d
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JAMES EARL RAY
Photo, Taken In 1960

Washington (UPI) — The
FBI said yesterday that the
“FEric Starvo Galt” who was
sought across the nation for
murdering Dr. Martin Luther
King was in fact James Earl
Ray, who escaped from the
Missouri State Penitentiary 51
weeks ago. .

FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover -said a systematic
search of fingerprints un-
covered in the case against the
prints of more than 53,000
persons led to .the determina-
tion “that Galt and Ray are
identical.” o

But the announcement
raised some perplexing ques-
tions, On Wednesday, when
Hoover identified Galt as the
man sought for conspiracy in

e slaying, he said that Galt

d taken dancing lessons in’

W - Orleans in 1964 and
1965. But yesterday’s FBI

|Escaped Felon
Sought As Galt
In ng Slaymg

i
I
i
&

-(UF"I‘ VT{eIenhoio) i

+ERIC STARVO GALT
Identified As Ray

announcement said Ray was |

in prison between 1960 and
April 23, 1967, when he
escaped.

The discrepancy, Federall

sources said, arose from an
error into the investigation of
the background of “Galt.”
Ray was sentenced to 20,
years -on Dec. 18, 1959, on a
charge of armed robbery in
St. {Louis. Circuit Court. He
andJ another ex-convict, James
Owens, were
robbmg a St.
market of $190.

CONVICTED by a jury

convicted off
Louis super-

whi¢h deliberated 20 minutes,
Ray attempted to escape from
the court room' by -jumping
into an elevator. He made
two unsuccessful attempts to’
escape from the Missouri peni-

tentiary before' he succeeded ;

lastiyear.

| The FBI handed out twof
ictures of Ray taken in 1960.
h several ways, they matche
ictures of Galt taken in 19684
In its announcement Wed-
nesday the FBI said a warrant
had been filed charging that
Galt entered into a conspiracy

alleged to be his brother.”” It
said the conspiracy *‘continued
until on or about April 5,
1968, to injure, oppress,

Luther King Jr.”

porch of a motel in Memphis
on Apri]l 4. He was shot from
ambush’ by a man in a run-
down rooming house across
the- street. The man escaped
in a white Mustang, later

announcement. It was re-
ported Thursday that an in-
former, co-operating with the
FBI led to a belief that King’s
slayer was in California.

A reliable source told K UP
nat FBI agents were in com
¢ s “al
1 ged brother »

Police in Los Apgeles sald
a wanted poster issued by
Missouri « authorities’ in the
search for Ray as a prison
escaper said “he had two
brothers,
Louis, and Jerry W Ray of
Wheeling, Il

Records in Madison Ccunty,
I, said Ray was born to
James and Lucy Maker in

| Alton, TIL

Records /of the Seafarer’s
International Union at Chi-
cago, listed a-“J. E. Ray” as'a

' member.

{ RAY WAS identified in the-
FBI announcement as having
used the aliases of Eric Starvo
Galt, Harvey \Lowmyer, John
Willard, James McBrids,
James Walton, W. C. Herron

with “an individual whom he|

threaten or intimidate Martin}

KING WAS slain on the ||

found abandoned in Atlanta. '

No mention of the alleged |
brother was made in the mew’

John Ray of St.

-| Submitting Office:

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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wanted” list today:

~ The FBI action today added
formality to what was already
fact — the escapee from the
Missouri State Penitentiary is

} the nation’s most intensely

hunted man in years."

Ray was described as an
‘avid dancer, a high school
dropout, an. Army reject, a
man who likes to drink beer
and vodka and who tugs his
ears when he’s nervous.

In its first positive identifi-
cation of the man sought by
the FBI since the April 4
assassination of King in Mem-
phis, the bureau further pic-
tured Ray as a 40 - year - old
man in trouble with the law
since his youth — and one
who “should be considered
armed and extremely danger-
ous.”

There was no indication the
FBI was any closer to catching
Ray than it -was Wednesday
when it put the name Galt on

fugitive warrant charging
Ile alleged to be his brother”
ith conspiring to deprive

King of his civil right to travel

him “and an individual whom

Ray, Alias Galt, Put ]
On 'Most Wanted' List

WASHINGTON (AP) — Escaped convict James
Earl Ray, sought as the sniper slayer of Dr. Martin |
Luther King Jr., was placed on the FBI's “most §

The FBI said yesterday a systematic search of its
vast fingerprint files identified the 40-year-old Ray as §
phantom fugitive Eric Starvo Galt, charged in Ten-
nessee with murdering King April 4.

from state to state.
Ray fled the Missouri Peni-

tentiary — where he was §
serving the seventh year of a |

20-year sentence for a 1959
market holdup and auto theft

in St. Louis — on April 23, :

1967.

The FBI said Eric Starvo :
Galt was one of a string of :
aliasés: favored by Ray in ;

frequent brushes with the law
beginning when he was 21
years old.

In addition to the aliases
John Willard and Harvey
Lowmyer listed on the FBI
fugitive warrant, the bureau
said Ray also has called
himself James McBride, James
Walton, W. C. Herron and
James O’Connor. \

Willard was the name used
by the man who checked into
a Memphis rooming house
overloogking the motel where
King was fatally shot.

The FBI has said Eric
Starvo Galt purchased a .30-04
rifle in Birmingham five dayg
before the assassination. Thai;

rifle, with a telescopic sight

James Earl Ray—alias Erie
Starve Galt.

3

intact, was recovered outside

the rooming house just after| .

the assassination. -

Ray was described as 5-foot-! °

10, and 163 to 174 pounds,
with brown hair, blue eyes and
small scars on his fore‘hea}i

and right palm. His left edr
protrudes slightly further tha.j,l

I‘hw.>1_Irl1dianapolis News
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FB1
Date:  14/22/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

ATIRTEL

S N A

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

MURKIN

CR

(00: MEMPHIS)

or the information of recelving offices, Subject
JAMES EARL RAY, Aka. was last known to be in the Atlanta,
Georgla, area on L4/5/68. Intensive investigation by the
Atlanta Office to date has not established mede of trans-
portation utilized by RAY after 4/5/68 through checks with
transportation companies, car rental agencies, ete,

- Miami
Mobille
Newark
New Orlezns
New York Cilty
- Norfolk
Philadelphia
Pittshurgh
Richmond
St. Louis
San Antonio
Savannah
Springfield
Tampa
WFO
Atlanta

Bureasu
Baltimore
Birmingham

- Charlotte
Chicago
Cincinnatil

- Cleveland
Columbia
douston

El Paso
indianapolis
Jackgon
Jacksonville
Xansasg City
Little Rock
Louisville
‘Memphis

- Miami

"TORNONNONDROND DD DD N N

.mmmmmmm@ommmmmmwmw

—

Approved:
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FBI

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

e

(Priority)

AT 44-2386

. !

All recelving offices are requested to check car
recoveries within their respective divisions of cars stolen
from the State of Georgia subsequent to 4/4/68, and consider
same_ TO have been possible mode OL t“an%portat:Lo&ﬂf;&gﬂmgmpggggt
igﬁgw The same consideration Should be given to any cars
reccwered in the near future that were stolen from the State
of Georgia after 4/4/68. 1In those instances where cars were
stol@n from Georgia and where the transporter of same cannot
otherwise be accounted for, investigation should be conducted
to determine if RAY was person who may have stolen and

transported same.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/23/68
AIRTEL - AIR MAIL

TO SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM SAC, INDIANAPOLIS (44-563) ().

MURKIN
00: ME

Re CG teletype to ME, 4/22/68.

JACK WEISBUCH, 3845 Jefferson; DALE BAXTER, 4136
Tyler; and SHIRLEY MACKOWIAK, 4057 Tennessee, all of Gary,
Indiana, contacted and denied having any knowledge concerning
murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. nor any knowledge concerning
the weapon used in this murder.

2- Memphis
1~ Chicago (Info) (44-1114)
(2> Indianapolis

DHL:dla , |

(5) ngj,l

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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DECODED COPY

[xx] Radio [1Teletype
4/23/67
TOR ALL OFF ICES |
FROM: DIRECTOR WA 222ii4 GR 199
MURK I N |
REMEAIRTEL TO ALL OFFICES APRIL ONE NINE LAS FURNISHING BACK-
GROUND DATA CONCERNING JAMES EARL RAY.

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED POSSIBLE SUSPECT IN ANY UNSOLVED

BANK ROBBERIES, BURGLARIES OR ARMED ROBBERIES(POSSIBLE ITSP

¢
VIOLATIONS) OCCURRING AFTER APRIL fﬁ% {EREE Oﬂ% NrNE Sli?%EVEN

RAY SHOULD ALSO BE CONSIDERED SUSPECT IN ANY FUTURE SUCH VIOLATIONS
AND BUREAU ADVISED TELEPHONICALLY OF ANY POSITI®E |IDENT I ICATHON.
ANY PERTINENT LEADS DEVELOPED DURING REVIEW OF PAST VIOLATIONS
SHOULD BE EXPEDITTOUSLY RUN OUT AND BUREAU ADVISED.,
SUBJECT'S HANDWRITING AND MANDPRINTING NOT IDENTIFIED IN BANK
| ROBBERY NOTE FILE AND HIS FINGERPRINTS QE&E BEING SEARCHED AGAINST
LATENTS SUBMITTED IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERY AND BURGLARY VIOLAT-IONS.,
SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGERO

REC'D: JR
DECODED: DFS

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outstde the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. |
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FBI INDAPOLS

FBI NEW YORK
5:40 PM URGENT 4-23-68 AWS
TO INDIANAPOLIS

FROM NEW YORK 44-1609

. MURKIN; CIVIL RIGHTS 00- ME.

)

RE ORVILLE D. ﬂéxme.

- _.‘,-

AN ANONYMOUS AALE TELEPHONICALLY FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING

INFORMATION TO THE NEW YORK OFFICE.

DURING INCﬁfCE%?TION AT TERBE HAUTE, INDIANA, HE WORKED
VITH ORVILLE D. EWINGJ;ﬁ THE PRISON LIBRARY. EVING WAS
RELEASED FROM PRISON DECEMBER, NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE AFTER
HAVING SERVED APPROXIMATELY TWENTY SIX MONTHS OF A THREE
YEAR FEDERAL SENTENCE FOR BANKRUPTCY FRAUD. EVING IS
BELIEVED TO BE CURRENTLY CONDUCTING A USED CAR OPERATION IN

RICHMOND, INDIANA. JAMES EARL RAY WAS FRIENDLY WITH

EWING AND AT ONE TIME DATED EWING'S DAUGHTER IN ALTON,

ILLINOIS.

ANONYMOUS MALE STATED THAT AN INTERVIEW OF ENING MIGHT
‘w:/"\::c. s
J4-563

BE OF SOME VALUE IN LOCATING 59&’

END PAGE ONE ak .

. 0.4
g Y
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PAGE TWO
1P AT RICHWOND AND TERRE HAUTE CONDUCT APEROPRIATE
INVESTIGATION TO IDENFIFY, LOGATE AND INTERVIEW ORVILLE D.
w;ﬁgz - C -
ME ADVLSED BY M.
RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
P ¢+ o GUK
FBI INDAPOLS




FBI INDAPOLS

FBI BIRMGHAM

555 PM URGENT 4-23 68 GDM - N
TO DIRECTOR (44-3086!? QHARLQTTD AND INDIANAPQLIS

FROM BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (P)

MIRKIN»

BIRMINGHAM IN coﬁszum&xﬁs OBTAINING STATEWIDE CIRCULATION OF
PHOTOGRAPH AND PRESS RELEASE TO BARBER snops LOCATED IN THE STATE OF
ALABAMA, ON THIS DATE CONTACTED WILLIAM R. SMITH; SECRETARY, .LOCAL
EIGHTYTHREE, JOURNEYMAN BARBERS, HAIRDRESSERS; COSNETOLQ@ISTS AND

PROPRIETORS INTERNATIONAL UNION OF AMERICA: BIRMINGHAM: ALABAMA, WHO

ADVISED THAT NO LOCAL IN ALABAMA DISTRIBUTES ANY PUBLICATIONS T0

BARBERS OR BARBER SHOPS. IN THE STATE OoF ALABAMA HE ADVISED THAT

THE . INTERNATIONAL UNION LOCATED ONE ONE FOUR ONE NORTH DELAWARE STREET:
INDIANAPOLIS: INDIANA: PUBLISHES MONTHLY THE JOURNEYMAN BARBER; WHICH
18 DISTRIBUTED TO EVERY MEMBER OF THE INTERNAIONAL WITHIN THE

UNITED STATES- SMITH FURTHER STATED THAT THE ASSOCIATED MASTER

)

BARBERS AND BEAUTICIANS OF AMERICA; NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: TWO UNE‘

BHNE GREENWICH ROAD: CHARLOTTE: N. Co; PUBLISHES MONTHLY THE MASTER

; BARBER AND BEAUTIQIAN MAGAZINE VHICH 15 DISTRIBUTED TO EVERY BARBER
END PAGE ONE

: | _,_Ni:ilgﬁijé;lg~iw

im\m ;%;F”F“A}r—

%Q%Q\Q o <>fé£;%'%m§ﬁd’:/
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PAGE THO

SHOP OWNER WITHIN THE UNITED STATES.

- 1T IS SUGGESTED THAT THE BUREAU GIVE CONSIDERATION TO HAVING A

PHOTOGRAPH AND ARTICLE ON JAMES EARL RAY. PUBLISHED IN THE. ABOVE

MAGAZINES, AND sucn ARTICLE SHOULD BE OF A CONDENSED VERSION OF
PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY BUREAU ON EpY.. ' '
IF BUREAU APPROVES SUCH PUBLICATION: INDIANAPOLIS SHOULD CONTACT

-~ e

‘JOSEPH N- DE PAOLA: MANAGING gDITOR OF JOURNEYMAN BARBER: INTERNATIONAL

b o g

UNION OF AMERICA:~INDIANAPOLIS$ ANDvCHARLOT?E SHOULDfCONﬁAC$ ?HOMAS

He BROUGHTON: EDITOR OF THE MASTER BABBER AND BEAUTICIAN MAGAZINE AT

~ s

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS OF THE ASSOCIATION, quBLOTﬁE: Nt?f

EO N -~ -

MEMPHIS ADVISED BY AIRMAILo

4

END
. GWK
FBI INDAPOLS

P
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FBI INDAPOLS

FBI PITTSBGH
10:22PM URGENT 4-23-68 ERC
TO INDIANAPOLIS AND RICHMOND (44-657)

FROM PITTSBURGH (44-578)
MURKIN

RE PITTSBURGH TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR FOUR TWENTYTHREE INSTANT
AND RICHMOND TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR FOUR TWENTYTHREE INSTANT.
© FOR' INFORMATION INDIANAPOLIS AND RICHNOND, CHARLES WILLIAM
OATES, JR.» LOCATED FOUR TVENTYTWO LASTs AT DIXIE HOTEL. WESTON,
5@vé,M;;\EUPéL;ED SUFFICIENT INFORMATION TO IDENTIFY HIM AS
PERSON MENTIONED RE CLEVELAND TELETYPE. MOATES ENPLOYED ON AN
ORE BOAT "MIDDLETON" OUT OF TOLEDO, OHIO, THREE ELEVEN THROUGH

FOUR EIGHTEEN LAST. FROM DESCRIPTION AND IDENTIFICATION IN HIS

POSSESSION, MOATES DETERMINED AS NOT IDENTICAL WITH SUBJECT

'THIS CASE.
END.«

GWK

FBI ' INDAPOLS

P
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FBI RICHMOND &

704PM URGENT 4/23/68 ECS

TO DIRECTOR (44-38661); INDIANAPOLIS, WEWPHIS (44-1967),
PITTSBURGH (44-578), WFQ (44-703)

FROM RICHNOND (44-657) 3P

MJRKIN - CR (0Q03ME)

RE CV TEL TO BUREAU, APRIL TWENTY LAST, AND WFO TEL CALL
T0 ALEXANDRIA RA, APRIL TWENTYONE.LAST.

RE: CHARLES MOATS - LOOK ALIKE

FOR INFO INDIANAPOLIS: RETEL REFLECTS MANAGER AND CLERK
OF AKERS FOLKMAN TRAVEL AGENCY, CLEVELAND, OHIO, ADVISED VHITE

MALE, BELIEVED TO BE IDENTICAL TO SUBJECT RAY. ENTERED THEIR

| QEFICE APRIL EIGHTEEN LAST, USING NAUE CHARLES MOATS, BOTH
BELIEVED NOATS TO BE IDENTICAL WITH PHOTO IN NEWSPARERS AND
THOSE EXHIBITED BY AGENIS. NOATS DESIRED TO FLY TO CLARKSEURG,
WEST VA., IN A HURRY, DID NOT GARE ABOUT STOPS EN ROUTE.
TRAVEL AGENCY ARRANGED TICKETS FOR MOATS FOR NORTHWEST AIRLINES
FLIGHT THREE TVO SIX, FLYING NONSTOP TO VASH. NATL. AIRPORT (UNA)
APRIL EIGHTEEN LAST, AND VAS GIVEN TRANSFER FOR LAKE CENTRAL
AIRLINES FLIGHT FIVE THREE FOUR, FROM WNA TO CLARKSBURG, W.VA.,
DEPARTING WNA AT ONE_FIFTYFIVE P.M., AND ARRIVING CLARKSEURG,
THREE TWELVE PM. 3

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE THO
RH 44-657

MANAGER' OF TRAVEL AGENCY ADVISED MOATS INDICATED HE
ARRIVED CLEVELAND VIA BUS. SUSPECT DESCRIBED FIVE FEET ELEVEN

_INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SIXTYFIVE.TO ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY LBS., DARK

SCAR APPROXIMATELY ONE-HALF INCH IN WIDDLE OF FOREHEAD, CURVING
TOWARDS LEFT EYE AND ENDING APPROXIMATELY ONE INCH ABOVE LEFT .
EYE. SUSPECT WEARING DARK TWEED SPORTS COAT, SPORT SHIRT OPEN
AT NECK, NO HAT. JACKET VERY CRUMPLED AND IN NEED OF CLEANING:
SUSPECT SPOKE WITH HILLBILLY ACCENT BUT USED GOOD ENGLISH.
APPEARED VERY NERVOUS. |

ON APRIL TWENTYFIRST LAST, LAKE CENTRAL AIRLINES EMPLOYEE,
MISS KATHY PETRUSKA, ADVISED TICKETS FROW LAKE CENTRAL FLIGHT
FIVE THREE FOUR NOT FULLY CLEARED TO DATE. EXPECTED TO BE
‘CLEARED BY APRIL TWENTYTWO LAST.

ON APRIL TWENTYTHREE INSTANT, MISS PETRUSKA ADVISED FINAL

TICKETS CLEARED OFFICE AND CONFIRMED PASSENGER CHARLES MOATS ON

LAKE CENTRAL FLIGHT FIVE THREE,FOUR FROM WNA TO CLARKSBURG, W.VA.

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

RH 44-657.

ON APRIL TWENTYTHREE. INSTANT» LAKE CENTRAL AIRLINES SUPERVISOR

EUGENE . Lo ADAMS: ADVISED CREW OF LAKE CENTRAL FLIGHT FIVE THREE

s

FOUR STA'II ONED IN INDIANAPOLIS AND WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR’ 'IN’I‘ER:

VIEW IN INDIANAPOLIS THROUGH LAKE CEN’I‘RAL AIRLINES: WEIR 'COOK

o~ o

| AIRPORT. HE ADVISED CAPTAIN OF FLIGHT TO BE.JOHN COLESCOTTS
FORST 9??!9533-Mz R. BENNETTS AND STEWARDESS, CHERYL SHAEFER..
INDIANAPOLIS EXHIBIT PHOTOS OF RAY TO.CREW IN ORDER TO
EFFECT IDENT;slcQTION. o ' '
PITTSBURGH: - FURTHER IDENTIFY MOATS AT AIRPORT, CLARKSBURG

V. VA., fﬁROUG@.LAKEfggNrﬁeL.AIRLINFS{

2 .
FBI . INDAPOLS

Ve
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 /
MAY 152 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memomndum

Director, FBI (l4y- 36861) o C . bare: 4/19/68

SAC, Kansas City (u44-760)

sugjecT:  MURKIN

Enclosed to the Bureau are six copies and to each
office one copy of the following photographs:

JAMES EARL RAY, Missouri Department of
Correction #ooule dated 3/17/60 and
9/8/66

WALTER TERRY RIFE, Kansas Clty SO #29636
FBI #4558766

Stand up photographs of RAY-on the left Kansas City SO
#29637 and RIFE, Kansas City SO 29236, taken 3/28/55.

2 - Bureau (Encs. 24) (AM) } '
2 - Each Field Office (Encs.u4) (AM)

2 - Kansas City
(120)

U.S. Savin




+

OPTIONAL FORM NO.- 101  ~ ST 5010-106
MAY 1962 EDITION oL L .
GSA GEN, REG, NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
M emomna’um

. A1 Investigative Persommel - D ATE‘ 4/23/68
SAC, Indiamapelis {(44<563)

SUBJECT : MURKIN
cR . - .
00: M@mphis.

Re: . JAMES BARL BAY

Sub@@@ﬁ?sfm@de of tra@sp@@tatioﬁ &ﬁt@r 4/@/68 ;

,@stablish@d Accerdingly Atlawta requests that all ear- ﬁec@v@rie

Withim this . divisi@m stelen f@@m tn@ St&t@ @f’@@@?gi& &ubﬁequ
i'

>'tramsp@mtati@m for @ubg@@t
given to any cars recovered im the. @@LE £ut@ﬁ@ that e
fr@m the Stat@ of @@.@mia after 4/4/68q:A«\-.x‘

“,a@d ﬁﬁ@r@ th@ tram@part©r @f Fame @am@@t @&h@f%iﬁ@ b@ a@@®um ed
“ToF, investi ti@m should be comducted Lo getermine 17 RAY Wi
he per5©@ may bave stolen and tramsp@rt@d Sam&e,_.;kgsq

ARMED AWD DANGER@US

1l = Indiamap@lis '
'Y = AllL Investigative Persopnel

1 - 86=3.

. PIF:icar
oM #184

) .‘1»‘1

et e
- ——wv..-.t.‘.wm o i
e
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. The followmg FBI record NUMBER

UN%‘E‘ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU: ?iﬁ""E e At
. 4-23-68 307 HJC-"

EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO
. WASHSNGTON DC 20537 .

405 942‘6

. 7

s furmshed FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
_Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE -
" FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED COMMUNICATE
. WlTH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS

N

g

CONTRIBUTOR OF

R

FINGERPRINTS

NAME AND NUMBER .

. -ARRESTED' OR | =

"~ RECEIVED

CHARGE

" DISPOSHION

\ -
:

~Army.

‘Sheriff's Office
Los Angeles, '
Callfornla‘

Pollce Department
.Los Angeles, :
California

Sheriff's Office

Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Police Departmént

"Alton,

I1Tinois =~

Police Departmeht

Chicago,

Cook County Jail -
I1linois

Chicago,

“State Penitemtiafy

Joliet,

State ‘Penitentiary
APont*sc,

Illinois

Illinois

Illinois

James Earl Ray .

#16 163 129 -

James - Earl Ray .

#B-=119908 -

James . Earl Ray

#139648

Janes E, Ray
#5937 o

James Earl Ray
#7314

James Ray
#DO0G6985 .

James RayA
#131165

James E, Ray
#32419

James-E, Ray,
#19121

February' Lo
{19, 1946 | .

Octobér
1, 1940

October .
11, 1949

- suspicion of .

burglary .

Hsusplcion ' :
459 Penal Code.
(burglary)

,| vagraney -

no omerator s

Jicense - no

State License -

no City -Ligense. |

| robbery (Gun)

robbery

robbef&wt'“

rdbbery

 served;
920 days County

‘8 ‘months Couniy

L Jail susnendﬁu,
12 years -~

probatlonv
first

Jail; 146

'QDecemner 30,
11949 C5129438

| relesgsed to pay

later

L Grand Jury
"$3000

'June 13, 1952
: ;sentenced to

‘penitentiary
"1 .to 2 years

1.1 t0:2 years

i-t0 2 years
Mareh 12, 1254
discharged

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on f‘nfserpnn?f in FBI f‘les but are hs-ed
being pombly identical with subject of this record.” - : R
-John Edgar . Hoover

. Dzrec#or

S e e o
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The foIIowmg FBl. record NUMBER

Uhﬁ

STA‘I’ES DEPAETMENT OF ?I

EDERAL BUREAU. OF INVESTIGATIOf
WASH!NGTON D.C. 20537

405 942 G

4

4523-68, 307 myc -

A v IS furmshed FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
. Information shown on this Identification. Record represents daIa furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE -

B o

. FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED COMMUNICATE_*.
‘WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS . . e :

"‘CONTRIBUTOR OF
' FINGERPRINTS

NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR

;. RECEIVED

I)ISPOSITION -

Sheriff's‘Office

. Edwardsville,
~ Illinois

' Police Department
Hannibal,
_'Missouri

 State Highway
_Patrol: ‘
Macon, Missouri -

‘United States
" Marshal '
Kansas City,
Missouri

Sheriff's Office .

| Kansas City,
- Missouri

- United States
Penitentiary

“Leavenworth,

Kansas-

Police Demar*“ent
Saint Louls,
Hissouri

'James Earl Ray

#2640

James E, Ra?
#40714

James Earl Ray

#B-3376

James. Earl Ray
#12018 .

Jamea Earl Ray
#29637

James Earl Ray

#72498-L

J?‘Po Earl Pay
fUlO?l .

Aﬁgust

30, 1954°
[March 23,
~ |1955

|March 23,

1955

March 28,}

1955

October
10, 1959

burglary and
larceny
investigation

entering Post
Office

‘cashing- stolen
postal money .

orders\

fofgery United
States Postal

| Money Order .

' Forgery -
Government

Post Office
Laws’
Forge .-
Orders

Money.

suspicion of

i 2,
rooher

March. 24,

"of breaking and |

released to
Postal. Inspecbor
Kansas Cityy
lissouri "
1955

~_pentenced -to -
15 nionths

custody of
Attorney Geners

July 7, 1955
3 years-and 9
months

3 vears and §
months May 20,
1958 conditicual
release March 31
1959 maxinum :
April 5, 1938
conditional

* release on chaig

pf Post Office.
forgery Post -

- Dffice Money.

Drders

‘Notations indicated by *
belng possbey ldenhcql with sub|eci' of this record

are NOT based on fingerprinis in FBI nles but are Ixs?ed onIy as mveshgc*lve leads os

John Edgar Hoover

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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UNI smw:-.s DEPARTIMENT OF J WE o
EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIONY 4-23-68 307 HJC
‘ ~WASHIN§T.0N, D.C. ‘205.37 . SO

The followmg FBI record NUMBER 405 942 G oL s furnlshed FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY e
" Information shown on this Identification Record: represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint confnbutors WHERE ",

FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED COMMUNICATE

‘WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS o _ Che e

F R ‘ ) . . . - ] = N . ]
CONTRIBIIOR & © NAME AND NUMBER - f":gé‘;ﬁ,"st,m - ch . | - oisposmion:

Police Department James Earl Ray Oc¢tober |suspicion of
Saint Louis, #81071 - {16, 1959 [robbery
Missouri - o stealing and ;
' ' - = ' fugitive other
authorities

State Penitentiary|Janes Earl Ray March 17, "TC" C 20 years (20
Jefferson City, n00416 : L 1960 operating motor |7, 5,
Missouri - - _ .' . |vehicle without ‘concurrent)
: ' C permission of
owner
‘|robbery first
"h/m DDW' -
(2 charges)

 State-Hospital | James Earl Ray BSopteémber{Patient

Number 1 #37045 C-5 . 85 ,:1886 ¢
Fulton, Missouri - .

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprinis'inFBl files but are lis?ed onIy as mveshgahve Ieads os

bemg pos.ﬂbly identical with subject of Ihxs record.
John Edgar Hoover

Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNITED STATES DF"PARTMENT OF S?ici‘ BT
FEDERAL BUREAU ‘OF NVESWGATIO& ' -23-68 307 HJ C
- WASH%NGTON D.C."" 20537 o
- The followmg FBI record, 'NUMBER 405 942 G oL, is furmshed FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY '
" Information shown on this Identification Record represenfs data furnished FBl by f‘ngerpnnf contributors. WHERE
“. FINAL DISPOSITION- IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATlON OF CHARGE IS DESIRED COMMUNICATE

WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS

The.,

BUTOR OF ) . . - -
‘?Né’aé’ik?ms NAME AND NUMB.ER : ' _AR:EE&Q’LE\?EDOR. 5 CHARGE . DISPOSITION

" |WANTED: James Eaxl Ray for escape Aprll 23, 1967'
(operating motor |vehicle without permlsS1on of .
owner; robbery first degreg "b/m of a D & DW")
(will extradite) [Notify Waprden State Penitentiary
Jefferson C1ty, Missouri information received
Aay 10, 1967 '

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on f‘mgerpnnfs in FBI files but are listed only as mveshgqhve leads as
being possibly identical with sub;eci’ of this record. -

John"Edgar Hoover
Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176





