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. INTER-OFFICE UO%;/’UNICATIGN

PRISON SEARCH

Subject: o
To: H. R. SWENSON, WARDEY <
FROM: B.Jd. PoirJ, Ma jor

Date APRIL 27, 1967

The follow1nc eivil and custoﬂlaT ermloyecs helped in the search inside the prison-

on April 26, 1967 starting a

C‘(&’O‘ [(

- '77/ NN
Capt L, Casay Guara

D, Steeleﬁw’ﬁ /g e
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Eenartment of Couectmr-s N

INTER OI‘ ICE COL\IVL’\ICATION

. Mr, Mg J, Elliot - B - . o

o 'Assoc;at; Wapden = Custof ‘ o Date: April 23, 1967
e (/'—r/? e \'—/ P . ‘ v

From:. ‘.’sc'g“ v h M, Goss” o . | P

Control Center Desk - . zning Watch . -

Subject: IWMATE RAY, JAMES B/ . 54-00L16.
MISSING AT 'H: FIVE .. :30) PoMe COUNT

Qn the 2bove date the above nemed inmzi: was rdissing at the.5:00° P.m, Count,
‘He was not au l‘n_s assigned job, nor was iz in his.cell housea

A thorough search was made of t.he Pemten‘biary, end is still in. progress as
this I.0.0e is being written. It is not now known whether inmate RAY ft'if-OOhlé
has successfully gotten outsi c‘° the Penitentia:r'yo . :

The following named 01f101als were inside helm ng conducs . the searchsz . :
Mre Ward G. Kern, Warden Swenson, Mr. Elliot, Mr. Uage,oner and Mr, Garl T.""h:L'be,
who was the Duty Officer. Major Poiry and. the O0fficers and Sgis. from the
Day Watch stayed over to also help. cona\.ct the search, -

- At 7:00 P.M. a’zo’cher Head Count was taken and 1maate RAY T;\\I-OOhlé was still
missing, -

A1) aculv:Lt:.es for the evening of April 23, 1967 were cance]led due to the '
ex’cens:.ve search for immate RAY.: ,.

Another T,0sC, will follow as to the results of the search for irmate RAY #I-00l16.

211 local Law Officials have beéri‘"‘aierted of the pbss:_i.ble escape.

Mr, Wilkinson . . )
Mro Kern - Warded Suenson

© Mro White My, Waggoner -

. Major Poiry - ' '
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. Aumust 16, 1967

Mr, Dyron L. Xinder
Prosecuting Attorney
Cole County Court Touse
Jefferson City, Missouri

Re: James. Earl Ray
Rag, #00L16

Dear Sir:

The ahove inmate escaped from Missocuril State Peniten-
tiary on April 23, 1957, :

Attached hereto are reports concerning his escape to-
gether vith Certified Transcript of Serial Record.
. . .
the reguest of
secuted for h;v'

this offi that the above. inmate
ing t

ng escaped custody when appre-

. Very. truly yours,

H. R, Swenson, Yarden

ThncYosures -
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Attempted Escape of Ray, W=00L414-J

Mr. W. P. Steinhauser
Associate Warden - Custody

£on A A EAAS
h:-{:‘s gh‘aéu"’{%

, Subject Ray, WLOOAlé-J5 who works in the Cleaning Plant, was missed : -f -
, on the 7:00 pym, K-Hall count., On checking it was learned that Ray, 00416 .
/- was in the lobby of J & K Hell at 5:20 p.m., and left with men eating on : 5

_// Greasy Line.
/ I called #6 tower, Sr. Guard Zmbra Scott, and asked him if he had seen
i - anyone around the Cleaning Plant, He stated that he had not seen anyone.

At about 7:15 p.m. Scott reported to Control Center that he could see some-
one-in the Cleaning Plant. . ) B

8r, Guard Norbert Garzend and I went to the Cleaning Plant and found
Ray, 00416, inside. Immate had mud and blood on his clothing and blcad on
his face and head., There was several pieces of 1/2.inch pipe sticking under !
the Cleaning Plant fence Gate, a cocil of wire, 1 pr pliers and an A-frame ‘
made from 2 X L lumber., Inside the building there were several pieces of i

"~ boards as well as pipe, a cﬁrpunters hand saw and other tools, ’ :

On questioning inmate Ray, 00416, he stated that he had attempted to
go over the wall between #6 Tower and #7 Tower, in the area between the Tag
Plant and the Tailor Shop. e went to this area and found a step-ladder
about 8 feet long and 4 pieces of 1/2 inch pipe about 10 feet long as well
as several shorter pleces and 2 gipe.wrenches., There was also 2 pieces of
2 X 6 lumber about 8 feet long that were fastened together and had steps
fastened on it with screws,

Innate stated further that he had the pipe fastened together and had it
hooked on the wall and was at least helf way fip the wall when the plpe broke
and he fell, either landing on his head or was hit with a piece of the pipe.
Anyhow he was knocked unconscious .for a while. After he was able to ket
back on his feet he used the pipe wrenches to take the pipe apart and had
taken part of the stuff he had used back to the Cleaning Plant.

The pipe was obtained by taking down the pipe racks used as Clothes
Racks in the Cleaning Plant.

, Ray, 00416, freely admitted that he had ‘intended to go over the wall
and believed that he would heve made it had the pipe not broken.
Ray was teken to the Hospital for first-zid and later placed in O—Hall
L search of the Cleaning Plant and the inmate's cell was made, Items picked
up were brought to Control Center. .

When questioning Ray, 00416, he said tha®t he had tried it at the darkest :
place on the wall, In talking to Sr. Guard Fred Stock on #7 Tower and Sr. B
Guard Embra Scott they stated that in this arsa it was so dark that they B
could not see anyone in this area unless *hey had a light.

From my own inspection of this area it is very dark and by all means
there should be lights put on the corner of the Tag Plant or the Tailor %nOp

to Light thls aresa " ;

- . ' LL. B. D. Lockwood
3 ~ 11 shift
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INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATI N .

»

Subject:  James Earl Ray -~ O0416-J
: - Date: .
To: | Mr. T. P Lock May 28, 1962
- Director of Classification ' C 4 i
Missouri State Penitentiary ' - o ‘ . .

In response to your IOC of May 25, 1962 the above named

3h-year-old white inmate was seen briefly on the morning

of May.28, 1962, Ke arrived at MSP March 1960 with a 20
. year sentence for robbsry, first degree., He recently .

finished six months on E-3 for an attempted escape to go .

gver the walls here in the main prison, he says. He claims

two years of high school -znd a hitch in the United States -

Arny.

The subject appears to be a rather simple, inadequate, un- :
spontaneous individual of a rathsr passive sort, His abor-- e P
tive attempt to scale the walls is characteristic of the C ¥
kind of judgment (one perhaps should say misjudgment) which !
may be expected from this individual. He smiles in an , . o
inappropriate and embarrassing manner at times and gives ;
one the feeling that they are communicating with a rather : 5
simple sort of soul. ' .

Subject states that he would prefer to work at "whatever ;.
they give me~-I don't have any choice." He states that ’
he was previously working in the cleaning plant when he . ' i
was apprehended in his escave episode. I have no specifiec ‘ o ]
recommendations-as to work assignment for this individual.

LeRoy I‘{:%Oky M.S. ’
Clinical Psvchologist . i

‘ce: Dr. Maxey .
file

/th
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July 10, 62,

Dear M Nashj -

| understend you cant visit and Inmafe on monday,-i was wondering

if there was any we - zggetting spacial permission to do so, as my

and 1 enly gelt off cne day per wesk, and that Ts menday.

1£ there is anything you can de fo haip us out | would appreciate ite
Ih case you can <o us some good ma he pass out 783 o John ¥ Jerry Ray,

as we both would iitke to vigit him ofihe 23 or July 30.
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Capte Cawr_.{ end ‘Officers Slauson, i n cnd Wankin reduracd o "-h
Coutrol Cnn,e with on dpmate found pid ing out ia the T Ve loowm,

Officer Story called Cont
found a dm in ‘r.ed ’y r;uy 1.
th" 8;2(3\“;.;.

7 e

2 uo «VUN'\/B “-J“n:.t';:‘.)_ Bl

beske 3 to 11 Shift
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March 15,

. ¥r. Byron L. Kinder
rosecuting Attorzmsy
Cole County Court Housc
Jefferson City, ’fsouri

Re: James Ezrl Ray

18P, Reg.f?-00+16
Dear ¥Mr., Kinder:

Attached are 2 mumber of
abov; inm&ge at oz about

Iam roccmmendlnv ‘that you o*oechLO
Missouri R.8.; for the cscape attempt,
for. a successful prosecution.

This immata aid place a
his sbsence at the 9:00 P.%
through z sceurity screa “'eu
able to hide out from search

took 2 14 foot iron rod w*t%
in J-lall, He attachsd s w2
to hang the rod from the eav
tion Building, This was m
walls in a corner botween

shaft immediately sbove th

bt

3

fl

foa «%

yJ
OB o6

Y
fi
e 5

" He pro
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line o
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i
("

on
L8
i

‘?

You will no*a in the raport of Sgi.
inmate Ray had ltems of contzabend on
ward. an escape, especially the plievs

B
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to Yeover up" for
He did cut z hole
- J-Hall and was
aricus areas of the voof. He
used o venkilate the windows
h 1. 6f this rod and was able
i or shaft of the Administra=
v him scaling seve fest up Chu
and the ventilﬁ“
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“a 20
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1
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gach the. roof of the
&%Ld to' follow the reof
czpe from this location.

ated Mareh 13, 1966, that
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used to cut the security




Hr, Kinder

"
)

serean and $3.00 dia cash, T
with the hool attsched to it.

in addition to the ivos vod -

I fsel that we have an ample nuxber of witnesses to testify in this case
1f they be needsd, R : :

Very-truly yours,

‘H, R. Svenson, Warden
HRS:lw

Enclosures
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2t of Cct*raci_:,uzs

Date: March 15, 1966

Sen:lor Gua‘}i Captein

s
pr-cois A

In reporting the escape of Iv‘m‘te Ray i ’-00!,2.6 he wag repory ted td be celling-
in X-10 rether than J-42

Subject: Cell Tocation of Tmste Jumes !

 Ha yas. 'h;'ancferred %o J Hall Cleznez on Harch Ath by the Claesif'lcation
Commltieg, thus having him moved from X-10 to J~42, This move vas -not
rec "dcd‘ inAthe Comritment Record in the Comrol Center.

 8gt Jamss Whitworth wae taking h 'd'w"éée of celling from this. record in
the Control Senter, I don’*b fasl hs is respcww n"e for- the error as well
agGuard Clifford S"oov'y. .

211 count snd summary records wore correct, therefore still having Inmates
record correct in the hall - counts. : :

ce: AMC.
- File -
1 Extra Copy
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Departinent of Corrcc:‘:ons

INTER-CIVICE TﬁML\‘ CATION

7 '
L/a((- g(,z/ , i

Subject: Tnmate. RAY, James Earl # OCL.J.O \11 © Date Mapch 13, 1966

To: « Po Steinhauser
Associate Uardz;n of Gm“».o"‘y

A aouroxd..aatel,v 12:15 AM,. Guard Officer Lockeb clled me -ab Control Ciater
inforning me of the capburs of immats RAY §- ochié on uhs tunnel roof that
leads to I’zaaor Poiry's Office,

The innate was brought to the Control Cc*.tcr and peavel ed.-- “Avticles found
werey
s ook with & B.15 u:.-‘:es wiitin

er with Schick Stair;lcsg Steel razor bL.cLs.

wolzan m{-nlnar

‘f\“'\f\r’\
(=g W X2

th Black Pepper
One Peir Q1=
O pla,;tic bag :
One palr Pliers - pp"«d thcJ.es
One plece broken cowbe
0) Three (3) one collar bill

Q NN N e S

OUN P TN N
}—' O o= O

Upon ;.ompletn on of search inmats RAY waa taken ital for treatment of -
injury to ern that immate stated he received when lipoed and fell.

Vhile inmate was 2t Cont“ol Center I inforwm 2d th». 0fficer of tho Day Mr.

Cerl White that Inmate R._y had besn epprehended and was in cmtody at: Comz‘ol:f .

Center, .
Warden Swensoa came to the Control Center an" Interviz: *ed In:mte RAY, and
at completion of interview RAY was pleced in’ C-Hall,

Guerd Officer Henry Loc.«’»at was placsd in lajor Pom’y's O rfica to wateh for
&ny movenent of miminz ‘lnmn"ce on whe moofa,

'So\,“' Gernie him n3

Sgte Conirol Center Desk
11 to 7 Shify ’
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