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95&$!h Faria Kitchen

V't

zmwic&a OCCUPATIONS;

3TC3i; man has no is. not interested in Vocational . 
rat’S* States that ha has TOrked 
for longer than-19 months® Ho is 
s are to riork in the Culinary Dept,

RINCJHE OGCUPATIOU: Laborer

i^OOSEilDATION: Dinin* Room

AtTGiiAL BACKSiOU®.
)xic* c&iicoA au
■chils here* ■

Meo to have completed 1© grades of 
lien- Illinois* Hot interested la

SW2J) AaSEVEtESiT Vias given the interpartial test form L
hich indicated a. grade equivalent of S«2« . . " . •
IDISATICHAZ. HECGSSJDATZGIs' Encourage participation in educational program, cn a High 
choal levels . ■ ■ . . ’

Eo R» Ho

S’fGHOiETPJD RATING 
/jversga 

Dexterity 
l$n, rate

TEST 
USPHS

loCJ. 
103

of Eatd^Lation 
it

DEV, . SCATTER
• 20 Average . ' ?

■ . .Percentile

X

CATHCjjaC • ’
HBLIGICES 0^M:E03 
jISERIGE ZSTEiOS 
^PAL lEGSI^DATICS-

HONS

AT SLICES
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STATEMENT OF MILITARY SERVICE
DATE

ST NAME - FIRST NAME • MIDDLE INITIAL

iy James . E

SERVICE NUMBER YOUR REFERENCE

(^ ^ l/^ -^

PERIODS OF ACTIVE SERVICE

dARKS

Foreign service from 18 Jul h6 to’ 21 Dec L8

SATE OF ENTRY
SEPARATION

GRADS CAUSE OF SEPARATION ,
DATE - TTPS

.9 Feb h6 23 Dec h8 Under honorable 
conditions

Pst Inaptness and lack of adapt­
ability for military service

Convicted by court-martial on one occasion for being drunk in quarters; having been 
:ed in arrest, did break said arrest before he was set at liberty by proper authority

Report of general medical treatment for other than personality disorders and
■vans or mental condition is not furnished in response to this type of inquiry unless 
scifically required' of requested. . . • •

No record found of any psychiatric report.

hcl
Request fetd..-'-

:c-pci

Director of Classification 
Missouri State Penitentiary 
Jefferson City, Missouri

AUTHENTICATION

R. V. LEE . 
Major General, USA 
The Adjutant Genen
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^ /a

Missouri State Penitentiary

E. V. Nash, Warden

Jefferson City, Missouri

Office of 
T. P. Lock 
Director of
Clas sificatio n

Re: RAY, James Earl
Date of Birth
Serial Number^ST<£n>3T^

Gentleman:

Our

Military

records indicate that the above-named inmate was one time in the

Service. According to our information his service record, is as

follows:

Branch of Service U. S. Amy

Date entered service__ 2-18-46

Date of Discharge ____ 12-23-48

Type of Discharge ■ Honorable

Will you kindly verify the above. We would appreciate any additional

information as to medical, psychiatric or other related data.

Your cooperation will be greatly appreciated,

Very truly yours, .

T. P. Lock
Classification Director

■A
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I. P. Lock
Director of Classification

E. V. NASH, WARDEN 
Jefferson City, Missouri

MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY

Principal
Academy of Adults 
30 W. Washington 
Chicago I, Ill.

Re; James Earl Ray 
>®P Reg. No. W-00416

Dear Sir:

_____ James Earl Ray is now an inmate of this 
institution. He informed us he attended your school for _______  
years and left in 1951____ . We would appreciate your sending
us a report of his scholastic endeavors and of his conduct.

Thank you very kindly for your cooperation in this 
natter.

sincerely,

F LOCK
DIRECTOR GF CLASSIFICATION
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• Departaie.&£ of Corrections .

. INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION . '

. To:. THOSE IH2WEB ’ ' Date: 10*21-66

From^m G. HEO, -ASSOCIATE WARDEH-CUSTODt . '

-./Subject: FULTON OUt-COUS UETO .

■ ‘ ' . ’ ' ■ RE; ' JAKSS E. RAY
. . ' • . $ 00416

The above nasad inmate was return to Missouri State Penitentiary on this 
data* f teas-State KoapltU i!ls ■ Fulton, 'Missouri. The • inmate-was at Fulton

ca'# out-count:.'

ct: Record
■ ^utiksr.
OVusificatipn
Parole • Office . ■
File •
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ri of Disci

To Warden Date3041'

Charges:

iscifhupiy Cc
ca ctec*

a. let of herse

feels that

Recommendations: enc snow nnvi!

Prison Classification Director

Copies

Warden

Bussouii State Penitentiary

Record Oifice
Associate Warden - Treatment
Parole Office
Classification File-

P. S. Form No. 237-Z

res
a< Steelewr

Findings tn thAccoto

O1 bUS Hi OSS
LOT Sill

ry CBisuitM

and ho doesn’t

Associate Warden - Custody, Chairman

Approved and Ordered
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Missouri Stats Penitentiary

El-00416

Record Office

Parole Office
Classification File

To Warden:

Recoiinnendations:

Warden

JUT^Jasws. 2

Charges: ... SKSW COitS^EAKS 12^0 .

Findings: Aceordin^.-to the violation reject of Cr.pt. D.6i Stecla, at approxiaately.6 A.M 
6-17-65, Control Center Lobby shakedp^a officer, Scciar Sell,‘was shaking down the feed.
carts going into che Hospital. isca tbs k&Io kiccha, . JHifea in the Seed cart maned'by 
leasts MAY was .5 packs of CcsksL cigarottes, 1 lb. bag of Maxwell House Instant Coffee
1 .package cz double edge razor usudas, and a baiipoiiit pen
taxing Cues to a hospital patient. All tha-fesd servlca workers who pa
lobby-with food carts are aware that Ebay are not allowed to carry anyt

. iota the Hospital on the 11-7 shift

through C.C
ng exempt food

Subject says he knows ncw.it is 'against .the. rules to carry things for lunates but
didn’t think about it

3 Days •.•Punltiva Segregation; .. u days Uss ok good thn®

Copies:

Associate Warden—Treatment Associate Warden-Custody, Chairman

Associate Warden-Treatment
Approved and Ordered..
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/ ^ <:♦ •' ■ • ■ rt .

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

' DIVISION OF CLASSSTOATION & ASSIGNMENT .

■ Jefferson City, Missouri

' .jgEtejSaOfl^^ ' ' , .

• •• Re:__ EAYa. Jt-r^s Earl_________

. Reg. # W-C^

On April 17, 1960 ___ , by direction of Colonel James D. Carter, Director, the

Committee .of the Division of Classification and Assignment met to assign subject to an appro­

priate correctional institution. .

The above named inmate was sentenced to the Department of Corrections to serve a sentence 

of Twenty (20) Years for Operating a Kotor Vehicle w/o the PeiTdssion of the 

(hmer, .Robbery Ist-Dagree -b/n t£ D-& Bil^2^1ags-)-(-2V75-Coac J---- -_____________  

He was received by the Division of Classification and Assignment on 3-17-50---------- :______ •

It is the recommendation of this Committee that subject be assigned to the ' - ... - ’ ■
_________ ■ Missouri State Penitentiary for Hen _________________________ _ 

THEREFORE, I, H. g. Schubert, Acting ’ , Director of the Division of Classification 

and Assignment, by authority vested in me by law, do hereby order the assignment of

Janes Earl Ray ____ to the said institution, and held therein, subject to all rules 

and discipline thereof, until such time as he. may be discharged or paroled, according to law.
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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 

■ . RECEPTION AND DIAGNOSTIC CENTER

CUSTODIAL EVALUATION - .

NAME _________ Ray________________  NUMBER J^DOLjN^DATE OF THIS REPORTJj/n^O

BEHAVIOR IN BLOCK Good

ATTITUDE Goad . 'x

RELATIONSHIP ^JITH OTHERS Good

DEGREE OF SECURITY RECOMMENDED:

Close __ __________  Medium _____ X______ Trusty _____________

Date: Z$<- ~' /— Z^fr_______

THIS IS TO CERTIFY; That I have read; I have had explained to me and 

I fully understand INMATE REGULATION of Missouri State Penitentiary.

' ’ Signe d: ______

Reg. k°» & y / £ - T ~ '
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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

RECEPTION AND DIAGNOSTIC CENTER

Name - hey James_________________________ ._ .Number ^__________ _  Received , ^/^/^

Medical
IM/

3^^ 7/wh

Z7^ TA

Warden

Z "

Caseworker ^^(

Chaplain y-a/i-i '7 '

Tests - ■M
Education 1

. iy.

Vocation

Industries

Records

Parole ZMe

Farms

Psychologist 1 1
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BYRON L. KINDER

P RO3CGUTI6O ATTORNGT

OFFICE OF 

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY 
COLE COUNTY. 

JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI ’

November 29, 1966

Xi hH'U* v» t >^ -' 
^^0« ^i/iija i'iij'** $^514 • wu*

Warden Harold R. Swenson
Missouri State Penitentiary for Men
Post Office Box 900
Jefferson City, Missouri .
IN RE: STATE OF MISSOURI vs JAMES EARL RAY ''Q ^

Dear Warden Swenson:

Please find enclosed an Order of the Circuit 
Court of Cole County, Missouri, in regard to the 
case, State vs. Ray, together with a letter which 
I wrote Dr. Guhleman this date.

ENCLOSURES

BLK/djb
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IN ® Cj

State'of Missouri
Pl

6303

JAMES' EARL RAY

above-

named cefenGant

It is ordered that ths

to exaaine the defanaant ■

histo on

How ana

COUin.Ts MISSOURI

Court appoints

issouri State Penitentiary

:h confined

permit ths said Henry V

pursuant to Section 5^2
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Department of Corrections

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

To: : THOSE INDICATED
■^“^I^RD G, KERN, ASSOCIATE WARDEN-CUSTODY

Subject: : FULTON OUT-COUNT RETURN

Date: . 10-21.-66

RE; JAMES E. RAY 
# 00416

The above named inmate was return to Missouri State Penitentiary on this 
date,- from State Hospital #1, Fulton, Missouri. The.inmate was at Fulton

on an out-count. ....

cc: Record
Bunker
C1assification
Parole Office
File

7

1967a. ';
V J JaraesIhe above date inmate.............. ...................................... ...................... ........ ......... ...............

Number ....22^„. , having been out of the institution for the reason indicated, 

was returned to the institution by the undersigned officer. 
■ ................................. ' Z 4/1 _ Z' .

Writ___ ______
Funeral____ .....
Parole-----------
Escape____ __  
Fulton  ^^.. 
Cole Co. Court

S tate any. other reason.
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BYRON L. KINDER
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
COLE COUNTY 

JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI

Septembers, 1966
i'

St? i ^S-^

PS C"F!CS«? 
Rw;T3®sr

Warden. Harold R. Swenson 
Missouri State -Penitentiary 
Post Office Box 900 
Jefferson City, Missouri

for Men

IN RE: JAMES'EARL RAY

Dear Warden Swenson:

Enclosed please find certified 
copy of an Order dated September 6, 1966, 
in the above captioned case, for the 
transfer, of Mr. Ray to the State Hospital 
No. 1 in Fulton, Missouri.

If there are any other forms 
that you need, please call me.

truly yours

L. Kinder

ENCLOSURE

BLK/djb
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STATE OF MISSOURI ) 
) ss. 

COUNTY OF COLE )

I, GUY M. SONE, Clerk of the Circuit Court 

of Cole County, Missouri, hereby certify the above 

arid foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of

Order dated September 6, 1966, in
State of Missouri v. James Earl Ray, 
No. 6303, ' ' '

as fully as the same remains of record in my said 

office. •• . . . . •

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 

my hand and affixed the seal of my said 

office this ^^ day of sjvQtemhar_ , 

/ 19 _&G_- ' '

. . GUY M. SONE
Clerk, Circuit Court of 
Cole County, Missouri
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, THE CIRCUS

. lEMHb
State of ■Missouri,... ) j’i

■■■S/^53 ■ Plaintiff, - ) ; ^.^.-g

vs, ) No. 6303

Jass-ajLEAY, . ■ r . cob®
. Defendant. ) ■

N6w>on-;this--6th. day!of .September-, 1966, the 

Wort appoints Dr. Donald Peterson, Dr. Earl C. Kepler, 

and DrJohn .Owens,--three qualified physicians, to

■ ; examine James Earl Ray,-the above named defendant.-

/ It is ordered that the Warden of.the Missouri 

State Penitentiary, in whose custody the defendant 

is'presently confined, transfer the said James Earl. 

Rsy to State Hospital No. T at-Fulton, Missouri, for' 

examination under Section 55-2.020, Laws of 1963, and

. the defendant shall be confined at State Hospital No. 1 

until the examination is completed and the Warden of 

the Missouri State Penitentiary shall again take him 

into, custody and return him to the Missouri State 

Penitentiary at JeffersonCity, Missouri.

''JAMES T. RILEY 
. JUDGE . /



ly&piti'im&iit a J (^oiTdczziyns

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

Subject? OUT-COUNT TO FULTON 

Tor RECORD OFFICE Date: SEPTEMBER 8, 1966

RE; James Earl Ray #00416

The above named inmate was taken to State Hospital #1 
on out-count by order of the Courts on this date.

Fulton, Missouri

Ward Go Kern
Associate Warden-Custody



Associate Warden of Custody- ' ^ ^

, ntrol Center, Di ess Out, Classification,-, Parole Office, Treasurer,-.Classification
. Iwtte, Our File. • ■ ____ ” -

August 23» 19S6

Re: Reymond Paul Patrick 
Janies Earl Ray 
Donald Lee Seishir 
Eddie Douglas Umfress 
James Simmons 
Omer Ray Reed

•■ ’ Wil'liem'B. Gooch 
Roy Edward Hardiman

00416'

16 ■

10363
11383

The above named inmates are to be delivered before Cole Circuit Court on Tuesday
September 5, 1566 at'9:00 A.M,

' . , * H. F. Lauf X.

Identification & Records;

. fe^w ^^^/' .

.........................................................196...... 

The above date inmate........J.aE2°.Aa£l..Ht£<-............................ *....................... •—....... ---
Number .9.9X^....__ , having been out of the institution for the reason indicated,

was returned to the institution by the undcrsigned/jfficer..- "

Writ..... 
‘ Funeral 
Parole . 
Escape__________________ State any other reason....
Fulton ...............—.....-......<--..—.....

Cole Co. Court... ..i^......--«...*--



i

■ H

JULY 12, 1256 196.
The- above date inmate MX............ ........ --------------- ----------------- —-■
Number ,....?.9™_.__ , having been out of the institution for the reason indicated,

Writ
Funeral _ _______________ _
Parole _____________ _____
Escape________________.....
Fulton............. ................... ....
Cole Co. Court _.5™E

State any other reason.

8-9-66 196.
The above date inmate....MX------ --------- -----------------—------ ------------------ -----------
Number XiSki^........, having been out of the institution for the reason indicated, 

was returned to the institution by the undersigned officer.
COLE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Writ________________ _
Funeral —,--------------------- .
Parole __________;------- ■------
Escape............................ .........
Fulton____________ ___ ___
Cole Co. Court______ ____

State any other reason.
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Associate Warden:
cc: Receiving Unit, Parole Office, Classifier: don. Treasurer, Dress Out, Control Center, Mail 

Room, Our File, Inmate, Classification & Assignment

SepGc&bcr. □, 1363.

Rs; Jan'os wrrl .^ A'a^IS, . ‘ ■ ■ ;

The above nvcx4LXa^atev,Xs-<.eo ^a ctlivru' ■-.? d’< !A 1Ustrict Court, Jefferson City,' Missouri 
nt U):C-0 AAA 7r^tey\^:^^

J. T. Lass*?.

Identification & Records

Re^^n Pj2ce&pi

SEPTEMBER 6. 1963 — » — . _. ^ - ^ - . — — — ~ ^ » ^ — — - “ ■ 196.

The above date inmate ^3......... ......,...—<......................... ........ .................—■—~ '
Number ;..9.2^X.^___ _ having been out of the institution for the reason indicated,,

was returned to the institution by the undersignedzo^ficer..

Writ........... .......
Funeral ............ 
Parole ..—..?..!. 

Escape............. _ 
Fulton .... —. 
Cole Co. Coart

District CourtState any other reason....^...:........... .....................
jl©f f'®rsqn .Cit^ Mo..__’...................... _.........



foolii6

iBtenurt Stat? ^nitentiary
Office of

J. T, LAMAR .
Identification & Records

E. V. NASH. WARDEN

• Jefferson' City, Missouri

FBI No. - 3 A

The following is a transcript of the record, including the most recent data, as shown in the files of the Bureau 
of Criminal Identification, Intermediate Reformatory for Young Men concerning our number:

X - Represents notations unsupported by fingerprints

Contributor of Fingerprints Name and Number Arrested or 
Received Charge Disposition

SO Los Angeles'
Calif

James Earl Ray 
#B-119908

io-11-V 1 susp burg

PD Los Angeles 
Calif .

James Earl Ray^ 
#1396118

10-11-11* ) susp U59 PC 
(burg)

8 mos Co JI sp; ~ 
2 yrs Prb. sorv 
1st 90 das Co JI 
DU6 12-30-119 
(CS129U38)

SO Cedar Rapids 
Iowa

James E. Ray 
#5937

14.-18-50 vag

PD Alton Ill
*

James Earl Ray
#751U

:7-23-51 no oper lie-no : 
St Lie - no Cit; 
Lie

•el to pa£ later

PD Chgo.Ill James Ray 
#D-90696

5-6-52 Robb (Gun) CJ #3000^

COok Co JI Chgo James Ray
#131165

K Rob 6-13-52 sent 
penty 1-2 yrs

SP Joliet Ill James E» Ray

#32U19

XXZKgS 
6-13-52 Hob 1-2 yrs

SP Pontiac Ill James R. Ray
#19121

7-7-52 
in tra 
from J

Rob 
ns ■ ■
oilet

1-2 yrs 3-12-5U 
discharged

SO Edwardsville James Earl Ray 
#26U0

8-30-514 B & L

PD Hannibal Mo James E. Ray 
#U071U /

3-23-55 Inv B & E Post 
Office

St Highway Pat , 
Macon" Mo

James Earl Ray
#B-3376

3-23-55 cashing stolen 
postal money 
orders

rel. to Postal ^ 
inspector
Kans City 3-211-55

USM Kansas City
Mo . ' . ■ ■

James Earl Ray 
#12018 /

3-28-55 forgery US 
postal money

—Order- ----- ---------

sent to 15 mon 
custody A. Go
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#00146

Missouri Biair Jknitrntianj
Office of 

J. T. LAMAR 
Identification .& Records

£, V. NASH, WARDEN .

Jefferson City, Missouri

The following is a transcript of the record, including the most recent data, as shown in the files of the Bureau 
of Criminal Identification, Intermediate Reformatory for Young Men concerning our number:
FBI No. 306 4L3 A_____________________________ ____________

ations

Contributor of Fingerprints Name and Number Arrested or 
Received Charge Disposition

SO Kans City Mo James Earl Ray 
#29637

3-28-55 Forg-Govt 7-7-55 3 yrs & 
9 mos

Army James Earl Ray 
#16 163 129?

2-19-L6
East Si Louis Ill

ITS Pen
Leavenworth Earns

James Earl Ray 
#72U98-L

7-7-55 P.O. Laws, 
forge money 
Orders

3 yrs & 9 mos 
5-20-58 CR 
3-31-59 Max 
L-5-58 cond rel < 
chg of P0: Forg 
POMO

PD St Louis Mo James Earl 
Ray 
#81071

10-16-5* • susp rob steal 
& F0A

SPen Jefferson 
City Mo,-?.

James Earl Ray 
#ooU16

3-17-60 TC oper mtr veh 
w/o permission 
of owner rob Isi 
(2 chgs.) .

20 yrs (20,7,5 
cone)

. b/m ddw.

1950 Cj Los Angel 
19^0 Crim Crt, Lo

es, Calif.; 90 da 
s Angeles, Calif.

s for bu: 
; 2 yrs :

’g*
’rob. for

r» <* V* #i ii ui >» rf ,. nJ V» «« ** <»

■eoreseni
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at Clasnirttnas^J 

INTER-OFFICE COBMCATION

Subject: Ity - ASP 00416-Q
To: pOCO^Ls, ^—^" Date ^oOa 20, 1961

9ft uieio oj this, inmates, attempted escape, cues, the, coatis, o^ the, 
institution, the, evening cf ^looembes, 19 3 1961 the, ^ottoain^. will 
abject his, s-ewice on. his. present sentences

flit messt time, earned ptLo^, to Nooembes, I9f 1961 is, denied; he, Mill 
be> h^- in^ ^oa, a period o^ six, (6) months,; -and; eighteen,
months, ^wm . fldoejmbes, I93 1961 map be eligible, to stast esL^nin^ mesit 
time*

t. U. Nash; (jjasden.
co: Steinhauses,; f?JJl

Classification,
Site,
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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

DIVISION OF CLASSIFICATION & ASSIGNMENT

.. Jefferson City,' Missouri 

. ■ 3®m<i J3XXEE3 -

. . Re: RAY, James Earl_________

• • - Reg. # W-00416 -

On______April 17, 1960___________, by direction of Colonel James D. Carter, Director, the

Committee of the Division of Classification and Assignment met to assign subject to an appro­

priate correctional institution.

The above named inmate was sentenced to the Department of Corrections to serve a sentence 

of Twenty (20) Years for Operating a Motor Vehicle w/o the Permission of the 

-Owner, Rnhhpry 1st Degree b/m nf D & DM (2 ehags)_ (20,7,5 Cone.)______________  

. He was received by the Division of Classification and Assignment on 3-17-60_____________ .

It is the recommendation of this Committee that subject be assigned to the _ _______ _________ . 
_______________Missouri State Penitentiary for Men________ ._______________________  

THEREFORE, I, H. H. Schubert, Acting , Director of the Division of Classification 

and Assignment, by authority vested in me by law, do hereby order the assignment of

James Earl Ray_____________ to the said institution, and held therein, subject to all rules

and discipline thereof, until such time as he may be discharged or paroled, according to law.

Acting Director
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2.

3.

4.

5.

6..

j~~| S uite Penitentiary .

£jAlgoa Reformatory 

Description: Race White

3-17-60.

Color Eyes Blue Color Hair Dark Rr^vm

Place of birth Alton, Ill.

If armed forces service claimed, Branch Amy , Service No.,

Address shorn on Line 2 of Selective. Service-Registration Certificate. (If no 
certificate, show date and home address at time of registration.)_____________ _

Quincy, Ill., 1950
®P,S^atino a Motor Vehicle tf/o pSmlSSlon Of OWnS?.-

Reason for confinement-^Eobheyv^-f^x.^^^.^^^

C.7. Length of confinement 20 yrs. . Probable date of release M-?mh 1 oyl^^*

8. Place from which committed St Louie, City..

9 Name and address of parole officer he is to report to:_

10 Date of expiration of parole:___________________ ___

Number assigned to him by this institution 00^16

12. Remarks:

MoSHF 22
May 58

(Signature

(Title)
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Associate Warden of Custody' *
cc: Control Center, Dress Out, Cla^i^ion, Parole Office, Treasurer, Ci£Lficatg & Assignment, Receiving 

Unit, Inmate, Our File.

Rat Is«e
Ge^

0;^')

Thi. CijS’ji iW-Xid tiltUl&a* 374 %•> bi! 
J«£xers«n City, Hls&iurl an SMai>; 14

ata Coy??, Cola County, 
9:03 A ji» to be arraigned on

. H, F* La

Identification & Records

Ke&swz Rsc^pt
4^4^-

19>
The above'date inmate.
Number £2.Q.^(ZZ?..., having beW out of the institution for the reason indicated, 

was returned to the institution by the t^gde^^n^J-offipe/.

Writ............... . 
Funeral .... 
Parole  .. 

, Escape......___
Fulton.............  
Cole Co. Court

State any other reason.
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•raiss 0 . AUG 2.61965.

^ILLILM P. SSW>®2S} ’ • ) • .

• ■ Resjondsi’t. ’ ) ' .

03.^?, DXfjflTSSTMG A ?5J:i?I’O^ J7^ & ?i,R‘’r?! 5? H^J^JiS? >C-O'LP^ ■

rstitioK-ar is an inssto of the ilssouri State 'Penitentiary -in 

Jefferson City, Missouri* serving a.2C~y©ar sentence for robbery la­

th© first degree. Petitioner appealed his.,conviction based.-upon a - 

jury verdict to the Missouri Supreme Court -and 'was denied'certiorari 

by th© United States Supreme court, Sh®s>a?ift^ filed a

petition■for a writ of habeas corpus in this Court.' The petition' was 

dismissed without prejudice to sllw petitioner to exhaust available 

state scssdies* Petitioner alleges that on- February -3, 1965 ho filed 

a "motion to' recall' and vacate mandat©**- in th© Sisp^a Court of • 

Missouri, This isotion was treated as a writ of habeas corpus by 

that Court and denied on ths norite according to petitioner.

Petitioner is now again rocking relief in this Court by peti— ' 

tipaing. for a writ, of hauoas corpus.. ■ It is petitioner’s/contention 

that the motion before the Supremo Court of .'Missouri on. February 9* 

1$$5 exhausted his state .remedies. . ' . .

The Court cannot agro© with, petitioner.' The Missouri' Rules via 

Rule 27.26 allow a petitioner to collaterally attack a conviction by 

proper notion before the trial court. It is this Court that is. best 

able-•••to ascertain the-Kerite of a petitioner’s -claim. • This untried.
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ROBERT- C. TUCKER. CLERK

Dear Sir

^Iniiclr ^5hdcs ^Bttri of Appeals
EORTHE EIGHTH CIRCUIT

ST. LOUIS, MO., 63101

April

252

find copy or anEnclosed herewi

order entered by '.us today at direction.of

Re: Mi Earl Ray v» E.V. Mash

Mri James Earl R 
Missouri Stat 
Box SOO 
Jefferson

the Court.

. Very truly yours

f

Robert C. Tucker.

RCTslk

Enc

cc Mr. E Warden,

nr 11
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COMMITMENT REPORT °°416

. This official Version of the circumstances of the crime and other significant information concerning the 
commitment of the prisoner to Missouri State Penitentiary, prepared in duplicate for the Classification 
Committee and the Board of Probation and Parole. ,. •

Committed Name___Ji.-.-' __________________________ .True Name JALES EARL RAY ___ _____ _

Legal Address
Ct. Nos. 1428-H & 1429.

Term of Court Sent, j9&9__ Co

2.023 Park Ave., Rm. 5, City___  
---------  ‘ -J-H Sent. Term 1959

Idurt Number 1427-H.
(born

Age last Hirfiiriay 31 yrs
™ . . State Derarteent of Corrections,,. __
This prisoner was sentenced to the Missouri State Penitentiary/from ol. LOUla bill, MJ.-- __   
- . i 19SP on plea ci' Guilty. - - - --5x7 Conc,/^ sentence in
County, on the J.9th— day of February_____271950 , for a term of. TiOCT - YMRS. ________ :_____

. Ct. No. 1427-H , ,(2) - Robbery. .1 Deg b/m of D.D.W. & , ,
________________ :_____ .__________ ________ for the crime oi Operating Antin vritrimt Consent, ofhjQgnsr. 
In Ct. Nos. 1428 & 1429-H: Hon. Janes F. Dangle, Div. #1, Circuit Ct. for Criminal Causes. 
Sentencing Judge _Ct_ /Ma?7_ Hon. John n, Casey, n^; 'Tn, 12, CJrmH. Court, f pr Crim-Inal Causes.
(1) Kroger Stores, Inc., 3417 Ohio St., City; Gene Heina, 5166 Oregon st., City; '

Complainant Vincent's IGA Store, HQ2 Park Ave., City; American Express Co., Inc., St. Louis, Ho.

Co - Defendants JAMES LOAffl O^S (Ct. ^1427-H, 1-4-60- 7 yrs-. ESP.)________________ :_______

Other Cases Pending or Dismissed’____ Hone____ 1____ ;______:____ :________ :—1-- --------—

CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE CRIME AND OF PRISONER’S COMMITMENT
The State’s evidence in the trial of Janes E. Ray, showed the following;
Ct. No. 1427-H; • ' , ' .'
“ That Ray and one James Loama Chens left Ray’s rooming house about 8:00 -or 8:15 AH on 
10-10-59 in a ’58 Plymouth, the property of Owens, and proceeded to steal a ’ 50 Ford near 
the Kroger Store at 3417 Ohio Ave. The Two men then proceeded to the Kroger Store in this 
’ 50 Ford, parked a short distance from the front door and both men entered. Ray went to the 
cashier’s office and held an automatic on the cashier and demanded that the safe be opened. 
After some discussion back and forth to the effect that it took two people to open the safe, 
Ray became nervous rihen he saw a second man approach the cashier’s cage and he turned and 
started out of the store, stopping at a check-out counter where he displayed the pistol and 
demanded that the cashier at this counter open the drawer, which she did. Ray then took 
about $120 from the drawer. ’

During this time, Owens stood inside the front door acting, by his own admission, as the 
look-out. Owens also had a pistol, but kept it in his suitcoat pocket.. After Ray took the 
money from the cashier’s drawer, the two men fled from the store, re-entered the '50 Ford 
and drove about four blocks where they abandoned the Ford and got back into Owens’ Plymouth 
and proceeded back to Ray's rooming house.

After the two bandits left the store, the manager and one customer got the license number 
of the *50 Ford, followed the Ford, and saw the switch of cars take place after the robbery, 
and one of these men obtained the license number of the Plymouth at the time of the ’switch’.

About 50 minutes after the robbery, the police ’spotted' the Plymouth in front of Ray’s 
rooming house, and a short time later arrested Owens while he was getting into the Plymouth, 
and Ray was arrested in the rooming house af ter he gave the officers considerable resistance. 
The two guns, the money and the clothing were recovered in the rooming house.

Both defendants were ident. by the people in the store,- and by the two men who pursued 
them from the scene. ■ " .

Ray and Owens gave police signed statements admitting their guilt in this holdup.

GENERAL INFORMATION
Usual occupation, education, family background, if known, and recommendations as to training and parole 
-------- ’ * -- • t Prior arrests, etc.:

’ Los Angeles,Cal.-10-11-49 Burglary; 90 days Jail;
FBI Record 
Address: 
Occupation;

306-445-A

marital Status:
Nativity: 
Education: 
Parents: Geo. &

2023 Park Ave. Rm.. 5
Laborer; baker
White
Single
Illinois (3-10-28) 
10th Grade .

:

•js. Francis'Burke of Fug. Div. at Pol 
by-.!...■ Alton, Ill. Police Department.

2 yrs. probation..
Cedar-Rapids,la.-4-13-50 Vag.; No disp .shown
Alton, Ill.- 7-23-Sl-No Oper., City or State Lie.;

• Rei. to pay later.
Chgo,Ill.~ 6-15-52 Rob w/DE?; 1-2 yrs. Ill.S.P., 

Jo3et #32419; 7-7-52 Trsfd to 
Pontiac #19121; Disch. 3-12-54.

Edwardsville,Hl.- 8-30-54 BAL; No disp shown
Hannibal, No.-S-28-55-Fcrgery US Govt H.G.; 1-5 yr 

Leavenworth #72496-1; Cond.Rel.4-5-58
. Hq. reported he has ’Hold’ on James Ray .

Asst. Cir< 
4ArlWOO«vKH! ^rxie

Mail to the Classi ’ -cation C. Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Ct. No. 1429-S: ■ . " . .
On 8-7-59 about 8:45 PM while the victim, Vincent Hromadka, several clerks and 

customers were in Vincent’s IGA Food Market, 1102.Park Ave,, two sen,later ident. as 
James Earl Ray and an elderly nan who ' were sunglasses, entered the store. Ray’s 
accomplice went behind, the liquor counter, pointed his revolver at the victim and said, 
"This is a holdup, keep cool and give him (Ray) the big money,"and-Ray then walked up 
to the right of his accomplice, and. the victim opened the safe. Hromadka emptied the 
money from a canvas bag into a large IGA carry-out paper bag while Ray went into the 
office and took about $150 from a desk drawer. Ray then went to another cash register 
from which he took only currency of large denominations, at which time the check-out 
clerk saw Ray’s gun while he was putting the money in his trouser pocket. Ray and 
his accomplice then deliberately walked out of the store. ' „ •

"While the holdup was in progress a customer ran to his place of business and reported 
this holdup to the police, and after the robbers left the scene the victim pressed the 
button on the ’holdup alarm’, grabbed his rifle, ran out of the store and after being 
told by a boy who had seen the robbers run to their auto which was parked in the alley, 
he fired several shots at the car while it was being driven away.

The victim reported his loss as §484.68, and $310.34 which was the property of the 
Am. Exp. Co., derived from the sale of money orders.

The victim while standing about a foot from Ray while at the check-cut register, 
described him as wearing a Panama hat, dark beard, coal black hair, blue eyes, a Roman­
type nose, about 35, ISOyp 5’9"

After Ray’s arrest, the victim and one of the clerk viewed him at the station, 
and both agreed that Ray was one of the robbers. Ray would make no statement,'and 
the police officers reported he sat there with a silly grin on his face and said, "I 
cannot deny it and I won’t admit it," ' .

Investigating officers found Ray’s Panama hat lying in the alley behind the store, 
ss- -54- as- .

Ct, No, 1428-2: " ' ‘
On 10-9-59 about 5:45 PM the victim, Gene Eejna, parked his ’50 Ford in front of his 

home at 3166 Oregon St. (The victim stated his car could not be locked, but he had 
removed the keys, from the ignition) The victim was unaware that his car had been stolen 
until about 9:30 the following morning when the police arrived to tell him his car was 
found parked at Indiana and Potomac Sts. He Trent there, and noted that a jumper had 
been applied to the ignition. . . .

The victim viewed Ray at the station after his arrest, and he refused to say anything.
This automobile was used by Ray and Janes Laona Ovens as the get-away-car in the 

Kroger Store holdup (Ct. No. 1427-2), and two witnesses from the Kroger store ident. 
Ray as the driver of the car while leaving the scene of the holdup, as they had followed 
them in an auto, saw them park and get out of the ’50 Ford and enter Gwens' Plymouth.

At the time of Ray’s arrest in his room £5 at 2023 Park Ave, where the two guns were 
recovered, Ray admitted ownership of the two guns, and said, "I guess you want he for .
that Kroger store stick-up."

Five witnesses in the Kroger holdup positively identified Ray as one of the holdup men, 
as did a nother man who saw Ray and Owens when they came out of the store.

The owner of the rooming house viewed- Ray and Owens at the station, and identified 
Ray as the occupant.of Room ,4’5 in her rooming house, and Ovens as one of Ray’s 
visitors. . ' • >

Owens had six $10 bills in his trouser pocket when arrested, and admitted this money 
had been given him by Ray as his share of the Kroger holdup. ' j

In connection with the holdup of Ur. Hrcmadka's IGA Store, police reports reflect that 
Hromadka took a series of photos of the two bandits during the holdup and while they wore 
leaving, by means of a camera leased to him by Pavo Nathan of the Dubl-Check System, and 
the following day Mr. Nathan turned over to police officers several views of the bandits 
in operation of the holdup. Subsequently one JCSRPH 3H2R AUSTIN,(17—21—60 yrs.) was arrested 
by Alton, Ill. police after a mu:^i-nn2 super market holdups in that city on 3-21-59. 
Several photos of Austin were positively ident. by Ih-cmadka and his clerk. Austin was 
later ident, by H. and his clerk vuile in custody in Alton, Ill. In connection with the 
robbery of the Alton super market oi C-ll-“9, Lt. C.A. Roberts of Alton brought three 
witnesses to St. L. to view Ray, and two of them positively ident. him as Austin's 
accomplice in the Alton, Ill. holdup. (This accounts fcr the 'hold' the Alton, Ill.
Police Department have on Jarres Earl Ray.)
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MILITARY

Fathers 
Occupation

Vie of 
Natcotics

,-Serial J 
Reason (W 
Honorable 
•atings "

Date Vf h L$\ 15 W G 
~ Date & natbre' 

of Discharge (V

PRE-CLAS.IFIC..TICN QUESTIONNAIRE

rj-Uc

TO

Step­
Sisters

Date and Place o. 
and by whom 
Mhere was last license 
obtained____________ 
Number, age and sex 
of children 2 
Date of Hate’s death if widowed 
Date & circumstances if serrated or. divorced"

Describe relation­
ship

Aliases
Place of 
Birth

/viewed by

NO .
Committed Name v 
Date of 
Birth .

No. of
Brothers

tvi<. Economic Status

Relief or
Social Aid

.iarital Status 
of Parents i

Half .
Brothers

Attitude toward
Parents /'^ ,
SchoS
Conduct

Recreation as a

Half
Sisters

Step-
■ Brothers

Discipline until
Age 17 ________Zl

Age at leaving 
Family group

Age at toe first d 
(other than minor 
Marital 
Status

In the 
last year

rrest or detention .-? s 
traffic, violation) ^ ’ ■

Tow many times 
Married

Number of ’ 
Dependents (wholly) 
"Ians for their support 
-.’ring incarceration 
attitude toward 
'.ife_____  
'eligious

Toward 
Children

Atten- „ 
dance Ac-

Intox­
icants

Enlisted -or- 
Indtteted

Eranch of 
Service

Draft Board and
Classification

Additional Information 
itations, time lost, etc.
.1ST PRINCIPAL PLACES ISERE YOU HAVE LIVED DURLC THE LAST FIVE TEARS OF FREE LIFE
10 NOT LIST A RESIDENCE OF LESS THAN THEE MONTHS. ELGIN 'ETH LAST. PUCE GF 
'nSIDEHCE •

FROM ADDRESS HI ’HOI
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