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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date ___ WS8__________  
1 ' . ■ ■ ■ ■

». HOW M®, 295 North Mell, gfemphis, Ten- 
noasee, advised that .to® is femes’ inmat® Be. ©19®3J at th® 
Missouri Stat© Penitentiary (MSP), Jefferson City, Missouri.

SEKO.said to® first ©am® to Memphis, Tennessee, ©a 
about January 13, 1962, at which time to® was wanted im 
Missouri for having violated his parole from th® MSP. W®a 
his arrival 1® Memphis to® went t© work as a house r®m®d@ler, 
later working in ® Sulf service station at th® comer of 
Jefferson and Lauderdale Streets. HEW took ©ver management 
of this station in about April ISO and operated it will 
November 21, 1982, at which time to® left Memphis after . 
having gotten into trouble with th® local police for having 
written some bad ©hecks. SETO said to® first went from 
Memphis t© Pennsylvania t© visit relatives and continued 
to run until he finally settled in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and went 
to work in a Texaco service station.

On Etebruary 14, 1964, SEKO was arrested in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, and was returned t© th® MSP where he was put in 
”8” block. He remained there from sometime in February 1964 
until about June 12, 1964, at which time SEBO was turned ©ver 
on rendition to the Stat® of Tennesse®.

During th® approximately four moist to® that SEW was 
in th® MSP he became friendly with JAMES EARL RAY. SEKO also 
was acquainted with another inmate, one RAYMDND COTTIS, who 
has recently talked to newspaper reporters concerning his 
association with RAY. SER® said he can recall making th® 
statement in th® presence of MY and COTTIS and other inmates 
that while he, SERO, tod been in Memphis some unknown in­
dividual tod speculated that if MARTIN LOTHER KING had ever 
attempted an economic boycott in th© city of Memphis, it 
would be worth a large amount of money to Sfemphis businessmen 
to have KING killed. HERO said this conversation had actually 
taken place in bis presence in Memphis but it had been mere 
speculation and had toad no basis in fact. Ke said to® later' 
related this conversation t© his prisonmates merely to make 
conversation and had not intended to imply that any person
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or group of persons had ©r were even contemplating placing a 
bounty on MARTIN LUTHER KING. '

SERO stated that after being returned to Tennessee
he was sentenced to three years for uttering forged checks and 
was incarcerated in the Tennessee State Penitentiary at Ft.
Pillow. He said he believes he also related this same 
speculative conversation to inmates at the Ft. Pillow Prison.

SERO described JAMES BAIL RAY as a ’’hayseed” and a
"born loser.” He said that t© his knowledge RAY had never 
successfully gotten away with any criminal offense, and 
it was his belief that RAY had been detected and apprehended 
following each of his criminal offenses. He said it was his 
recollection that RAY had a great dislike for Negroes but he 
cannot recall that he particularly disliked MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
He said he would not describe RAY as a loner but would simply 
say he would not. know how to make friends or how to mix with 
other persons. He said that RAY was a regular user of. ampheta­
mines in prison but he did not know him to use other narcotics, 
and he recalled that RAY had mentioned taking narcotic pills 
prior to being incarcerated. '

SERO said that RAY has a deep need for recognition
and that he idolizes notorious criminals who are the subjects 
of wide-spread publicity. He said that when he considers 
RAY’s need for recognition and then considersla® dislike for 
Negroes, it is believable that RAY might have .killed MARTIN 
LUTHER KING for n© monitary gain.

He said that RAY had n© important criminal connections
to his knowledge as criminals of this type would not bother 
to associate with RAY. He said RAY never talked about his 
family but did indicate, ©n one occasion1'' that he had friends in 
Kansas City, Missouri. SERO said he has n©t heard from RAY 
since he left MSP, and he has no idea where he might be at 
present.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 D.U 4/20/88

unara CHOCBMlB. JDWM., 1S88 Denisons Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee, telephone 682-984®, empl©yed at the 
Federal Aviate©!! Agency, Democrat Bead, Memphis, furnished 
the following informations

HOWELL advised that he resided in Room 23 in 
a rooming house at 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, 
Alabama, from approximately September 11, 1967, until 
October 3, 1967. Mr. HOWELL advised that while in this 
rooming house, he was not acquainted with any individual 
named GALT, and when shown artist’s ©©inceptions of GALT, 
he could not recall having seen anyone ©f a similar 
appearance at the rooming house.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 Date VW68

LAOWCE CKOCEL©® SWELL, 1888 Dssisea Jtreet, 
Memphis, To©!!©®®©©, teleph©n® 882-984®, • employed at the 
Federal Aviation Agency, Dewerat Road, Memphis, was 
reinterviewed and furnished th© following additional 
information:

HOWELL advised that he resided in Room 23 in 
a rooming house at 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, 
Alabama, from approximately September 11, 1967, until 
October 3, 1967. W. MOLL advised that while in this 
rooming house, h© was not acquainted Mth any individual 
named GAM or JAMES EARL RM. HOWELL was shown a 
photograph of RM, and he stated that'he still could not 
recall■having seen anyone of a similar appearance at the 
rooming house.
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INTERVIEWS WITH PERSONS WHO RENTED ROOMS
AT ECONOMY ROOMING HOUSE, BIRMINGHAM., ALABAMA

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA RAYMOND J. MAXWELL on April 12, 1968:

Oo L. BLACK, Route 5, Box 227, Andalusia, Alabama, /
telephone number 222-1508, telephonically advised that he had—' J- ? < 
not- been in Birmingham, Alabama, and did not stay at. the ' • V:;-
Economy Rooming House on Highland Avenue; however, it was his ••• J^'.'^ 
wife, Mrs. 0, L. BLACK, and his daughter, Mrs, JAMES E. WELDON, ,
who stayed at the rooming house. i

BLACK advised that the name of ERIC STARVO GALT
means nothing to him, and that to his knowledge, he has never 
heard of ERIC STARVO GALT, nor has he ever heard of HARVEY 
LOWMEYER.

Mrs. 0. L. BLACK, telephonically advised that during
the fall of 1967 she and her daughter, MM^^Aijfi&^^MNELDON, 
Route 4, Box 73, Opelika, Alabama, took ^aby— -—' ’
to Birmingham, Alabama, for medical treatment. WhiLe^they 
were in Birmingham, they stayed at the" Economy Rooming House 
on Highland Avenue. She recalls staying in Rooms 18 and 29 
during the period of September 17 through September 24, 1967.
Mrs. when she was not at the hospital
where being treated, she would be resting
in her room at the Economy Rooming House and she did not 
mingle with or associate with other people staying at the 
rooming house. On occasions, she would talk briefly with 
other women at the rooming house, but she never engaged in any 
conversation with any men.

Mrs. BLACK advised that the name of GALT and the /
name of LOWMEYER are not familiar to her, and she definitely 
does not remember anyone, at the rooming house by the name of 
GALT or LOWMEYER. She stated that if she saw a picture of 
GALT, she might be able to,state whether she had ever seen 
this individual at the rooming house, but from a description 
she could not state whether she saw anyone answering GALT’s 
description at the rooming houses .

Mrs. BLACK stated that she would cooperate in any ’ .
way that she could with the FBI, and if'the FBI had any pictures . ' j.7 O^
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that they wanted her to look at, she would be glad to look 
at these pictures in an effort to determine if anyone was 
at the Economy Rooming House during the period of time when 
she stayed at the rooming house in September, 1967.

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA HOWARD R. LINSCOTT on April 13, 1968 at Andalusia, Ala­
bama;

Mrs. 0. L. BLACK, Route 5, Box 227, Andalusia, 
Alabama, was shown the sketch of the suspect ERIC STARVO 
GALT. Mrs. BLACK advised that she had never seen anyone 
at the rooming house in Birmingham who resembled the photo­
graph. Mrs. BLACK advised that she resided at the rooming 
house during the period September time
she was in Birmingham to see about ^^^^^^^^^|who 
was in the hospital there. Mrs. BLACK advised that the only 
time she saw any men around the rooming house was in the 
mornings at breakfast time; however, she stated she had never 
seen anyone at breakfast who resembled the photograph.

The following investigation was conducted at 
Opelika, Alabama, by SA ROY H. EVELAND:

• On April 12, 1968, JAMES E. WELDON, 23 Dorsey 
Street, mail address. Route 4, Box 73, Opelika, Alabama, an 
employee of Ampex Corporation, advised that his wife, SHELLEY 
WELDON, and his mother-in-law, Mrs. OVIS LEE BLACK, Route 5# 
Box 227, Andalusia, Alabama, had stayed at the Economy Room­
ing House, during part
of 1967. was havln|^^

and ni^Tir^zouT^sta^a^tn^ioBpital with 
^MMjuring the nights and sleep at the rooming house 

days. The mother-in-law would stay with the 
i^H^^|at thehospital during the days and would sleep at , i-' 
theroomUv^iouse at night. He and his wife have been taking 
H^HHMto the Crippled Children's Hospital in Birming- 
nan^ror^r^^years for corrective operations. He and his wife 
generally stay at the Economy Rooming House when in Birmingham. 
He said that if he had been at the Economy Rooming House 
during September, 1967, it would have been only for an over- ' 
night visit. He does not remember anyone at his rooming house 
by the name of GALT or a similar name and could not place anyone 
fitting the description as given for suspect ERIC STARVO GALT,
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Mrs. JAMES E. (SHELLEY) WELDON, Route 4, Box 73, 
Opelika, advised on April 12, 1968 that she recalls staying 
at the Economy Rooming House in Birmingham, Alabama, Septem
ber 17.-24, 1968. She and her mothe 
Andalusia, Alabama, were there with 
patient at the Crippled Children's ospicai

ACK, of 
who was a 
rmingham.

She said she did not recall anyone by the name ERIC STARVO 
GALT or any similar name at this rooming house and she 
does not recall anyone there fitting the description as given 
.for suspect GALT.

On April 12, 1968 it was ascertained that THOMAS D. 
FRANKLIN was residing at the Phi Theta Tau, 317 S. College

■ Street, Auburn, Alabama, while attending Auburn University,
, It was ascertained that on that date he was away from Auburn 

■.'- believed to be attending the Masters Golf Tournament in

On April 15, 1968, 
return to Auburn and advised 
Rooming House, 2608 Highland

FRANKLIN was contacted on his- 
he had stayed at the Economy 
Avenue, Birmingham, for about

two weeks during the last part of August and early September, 
,/:</.. 1967. He advised he was working at the Avondale Mills in 
-.'■’■•'t North Birmingham under the Co-op Program of Auburn University.

■ ' ■ . ■ ■ . ' ■ - -
FRANKLIN said that he had seen articles in the news­

paper recently, including a sketch of suspect in the killing 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING at Memphis, Tennessee. He said that he 
did not know anyone by the name of. ERIC STARVO GALT, and he

• does not recall anyone at the Economy Rooming House who 
looked like the sketch of the suspect which he had seen in the—— 
newspaper. He also said he does not recall seeing anyone 
around the rooming house driving a white-Mustang automobile.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 , Date J^?!____________„

Lieutenant A. S. ZELINSKI, Inspectional Bureau, 
Memphis Police Department, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that 
he and Lieutenant J. L. HARRISON met Memphis City Engineer 
ARTHUR C. HOLBROOK, P. E., Tennessee License No. and
a surveying crew at the Lorraine Motel on April 23^ 1968, 
at 8:30 a.m. Certain engineering measurements were 
subsequently taken.

Lieutenant ZELINSKI advised that an engineer’s 
transit was placed over the spot where Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., was shot, the telescope being positioned 59 
inches above the balcony floor. This height was based on 
information contained in the autopsy report of Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., which indicated that the missile entered 
his body at a point 59 inches above the right heel with ’ 
the head positioned to correspond with the path of the 
missile. He stated that the point where Dr. KING was 
standing when shot was indicated to them by Reverend JAMES 
BEVEL, a representative of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, who was staying at the Lorraine 
Motel.

From this position, two triangles were 
established with a baseline common to the two triangles 
established and measured. Every effort was made to ensure 
accuracy. It was determined that the level distance from 
the second floor rear bathroom window sill of 422| South 
Main Street to the point where Dr. KING was standing on 
the balcony of the Lorraine Motel was 206.36 feet and the 
in-line distance from the window sill to the point where 
Dr. KING was standing was 207.02 feet. The window sill 
at the rear of 422^ South Main was determined to be 
16.63 feet higher than a point 59 inches above the floor 
of the balcony of the Lorraine Motel at the location 
Dr. KING was standing when he was shot. The downward s 
angle of the direct in-line distance from the second floor 
window sill at the rear of 422^ South Main to a point 59 
inches above the balcony of the Lorraine Motel at the point 
where Dr. KING was standing was determined to be 4 degrees 
36 minutes 25 seconds.___________ ____________________________
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA RAY HOMESLEY:

Detective KENNETH VILANDER and Captain WAYNE 
MILLER, Police Department, Raytown, Missouri, were advised 
that subject mentioned Raytown, Missouri, to a fellow 
inmate prior to 1966. VILANDER and MILLER advised Wanted 
Flyers and Identification Orders concerning RAY have been 
received and the men in the Police Department will be 
alerted for any information that RAY was ever in Raytown, 
Missouri, or had any associates here.
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BI KAM CITY

BI NEW YORK

5:42 PM URGENT 5/2/63 WPK

® INDIANAPOLIS AND KANSAS CITY

ROM NEW YORK 4 4-1609 2P

MIRKIN

REGARDING INSURANCE CLAIMS IN NAME OF JAMES RAY. •

OERNARD L. HI»NES, JR., DIRECTOR "THE INDEX
SYSTEM" FURnTsHED^THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CONCERNING 

INSURANCE CLAIMS BY INDIVIDUALS NAMED JAMES RAY.

JAMES E. RAY, BOX NINE FIVE/ EIGHT ONE SIX NORTH 

SUMNER/ BELLE PL AI N E/KAN SAS/ A SALESMAN/ AGE THREE NINE/ 

SUFFERED AN ACCIDENT JANUARY TWO THREE/ LAST, WHEREIN 

A SMALL BONE PUNCTURED THEEAR DRUM SLIGHTLY. CLAIMANT’S 

PHYSICIAN WAS DOCTOR W-ILLIAM H. MITCHELL, TWO THREE NINE 

WEST FIFTH/ BELLE PLAINE, KANSAS. *THE INSURED WAS THE 

ADVANCE PRODUCTS COMPANY AND INSURER WAS THE EMPLOYERS 

MUTUAL CASUALTY COMPANY, TWO FOUR THREE ONE EAST DOUGLAS,
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Transmit the following in

TELETYPE

F B I

Date: 5/2/68

PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext ar code)

URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861)
ATTENTION: IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

FROM: KANSAS CITY (44-760) -P-

MURKIN

RE HOUSTON TELETYPE TO BUREAU, MAY ONE LAST.

RE DENNIS WADE FONTENNOT, AKA JAMES DENNIS w/DE, FBI 

NUMBER EIGHT SIX ZERO FOUR EIGHT NINE B.
__ ,....*j>-”--*»-~'W--^‘-,^w^.;$L/.’-;,:V«ifeyli.^*'‘-'''..

INFORMATION DEVELOPED THAT RAY HAD AN INMATE OF MISSOURI

STATE PRISON BY THE LAST NAME OF WADE TO BEAT ANOTHER INMATE 

BY THE LAST NAME OF GREEN BECAUSE OF NON-PAYMENT FOR / 

AMPHETAMINE POWDER. >SP RECORDS SHOW DENNIS WADE FONTEOfOT ,
/ L^ t̂e^;. - v _r .... L. ■ ...>U_A -

ALIAS JAMES DENNIS/WADE, MSP NUMBER ZERO FOUR FOUR NINE FIVE, 

KANSAS CITY, MO. PD NUMBER NINE EIGHT SIX THREE ZERO, SERVED

TIME FROM MARCH SIXTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTYTWO TO MAY TWO,

NINETEEN SIXTYTHREE. KANSAS CITY, MO. PD RECORDS REVEAL

FONTENNOT WAS LAST ARRESTED IN KANSAS CITY MAY THREE,

NINETEEN SIXTYTHREE, FOR BEING DRUNK, FINED TEN DOLLARS AND

1 - Kansas City
1 - Memphis (44-1987)(AM)
1 - SAN Antonio (AM)
RH: Iw
-UI___________________________

Approved: Sent £_M Per /^________ ______
Special Agen/in Charge
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F B J

Date:

Transmit the following in__________________________________________  
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

KC 44-760

PAGE TWO

RELEASED MAY FOUR, NINETEEN SIXTYTHREE. NO FURTHER 

INFORMATION DEVELOPED IN KANSAS CITY RE FONTENNOT.

RE WILLIAM THOMAS JAGOBS, FBI NUMBER TWO FIVE THREE ZERO 
0 w£_ r^-, -^-^.■^■■ac^-A *■ '-J- 'i!.<;(.\: i.. .  ̂.si'^Utf.XA.:^ •

-EWR ZERO ZERO.

.-^—:j^'COBS WAS NOT LOCATED THROUGH CREDIT, CRIMINAL, AND

A CHECK OF ALL TRUCK DRIVER UNIONS IN KANSAS CITY.

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION REQUESTED TO FURNISH KANSAS

CITY WITH ARREST RECORD OF FONTENNOT, FBI NUMBER EIGHT SIX

ZERO FOUR EIGHT NINE B AND THE RECORD OF JACOBS, FBI NUMBER

TWO FIVE THREE ZERO FOUR ZERO ZERO.

AIRMAIL COPIES TO MEMPHIS AND SAN ANTONIO.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

Approved;  Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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FBI I

Date: 5/2/68 

Transmit the following in______________________________ .________________________________ 1
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT'
(Priority) .

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------J____________________

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
MEMPHIS

FROM: KANSAS CITY (44-760)

MURKIN.

DAILY SUMMARY. X

INFORMATION REGARDING LEE EUGENE WARREN’S ACTIVITIES IN 

MO. STATE PENITENTIARY FURNISHED INTERESTED OFFICES. EFFORTS 

TO LOCATE (FNU) WADE UNSUCCESSFUL TO DATE. KANSAS CITY TEAMSTER 

UNION RECORD NEGATIVE RE TRUCK DRIVER WILLIAM THOMAS JACOBS.

RECOMMENDATION MADE AGAINST USING KANSAS CITY PCI AT

THIS TIME. ,

INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED BY MSP RE THE STABBING ATTACK ON 

THREE NEGRO INMATES JUNE EIGHT, SIXTY FOUR DOES NOT IMPLICATE 

SUBJECT. (CONFIDENTIAL). MEMPHIS ADVISED THAT EARi KNIGHT 

AND IVAN UNDERWOOD RECENTLY PAROLED TO THAT CITY FROM MSP. IT 

WAS DETERMINED THAT THE REASON FOR GERALD G^RLT MAKING TRIP TO 

TENN. IN MARCH, SIXTY EIGHT WAS TO OBTAIN NURSERY STOCK. THIS

WAS VERIFIED BY EMPLOYMENT RECORDS.
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FBI

Date;

Transmit the tallowing in __________________________________________ ;____________________
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via  __ _ ____________________ J
(Priority)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------J______

KC 44-760

PAGE TWO

INTERVIEWS WITH PRISONERS CONTINUE. LOCAL LEADS BEING

HANDLED ON IMMEDIATE BASIS.

ARMED AND DANGEEOES

P

Approved;---------------------------------------------- Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge
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FBI KAN CITY

FBI ST LOUIS

1057PM URGENT 5-2-68 JHH

DIRECTOR MEMPHIS KANSAS CITY CHICAGO

FROM ST. LOU-IS (44-775)

MURKIN SUMMARY

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ST. LOUIS THIS/DATE

RE GRAPEVINE TAVERN.

LICENSE OBTAINED BY CAROL PEPPER, SUBJEC/S SISTER, AS

SLE OILIER AND OPERATOR, WHEREAS JOHN LARRY/RAY, SUBJECTS BROTHER,

TWO HAS CRIMINAL RECORD, HAS EVERY APPEARANCE OF BEING ACTUAL 

CPERATOR. ALLOWING EX-CON TO OPERATE IS GROUND FOR LICENSE 

EVOCATION UNDER STATE LAW* LEASE IS IN NAME OF CAROL PEPPER, 

AND RENT PAID BY HER CHECKS. UTILITIES IN HER NAME. SUPPLIERS 

RID IN CASH ON DELIVERY. JOHN RAY EXECUTED MORTGAGE FOR BEER 

OOLER WITH CAROL AS CO SIGNER. FACTS WILL BE DISCUSSED 

PEPOTHETI CALLY WITH ATU TO DETERMINE IF SUFFICIENT TO CONSTITUTE 

EOLATION OF TITLE TWENTY SIX, SECTIONSEVEN TWO ZERO SIX PARAGRAPH 

W, U. S. CODE. IF SO, WILLBE USED AS LEVER TO OBTAIN COOPERATION 

(F BOTH. .

• TAVERN BEING COVERED BY SOURCES AND SPOT CHECKS IN 

©NNECTION WITH COVERAGE OF JOHN RAY. HE HAS NO TELEPHONE AT 

ESIDENCE. TOLL CALLS FROM TAVERN BEING COMPILED BY TELEPHONE 

OMPANY AT THIS TIME. ' 'S -^-43^
END PAGE ONE

SEARCHED*®^—IN DEXED.

SERIALIZED,

Bl —KANSAS CITY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



RAGE TWO

RE JOHN LARRY RAY:

RE INTERVIEWED TODAY. APPEARED COOPERATIVE. SAID BROTHER 

JERRY ARRIVED NINE THIRTY AM APRIL THIRTY. THEY TALKED WITH 

CAROL PEPPER OF HARASSMENT BY REPORTERS. JERRY SAID IF IT 

CONTINUED HE VJOULD QUIT JOB. JERRY LEFT FOR CHICAGO ELEVEN ' 

Ai MAY FIRST. JOHN HAD NO REASON TO BELIEVE JERRY OR CAROL 

ONTACTED OR HEARD FROM SUBJECT SINCE ESCAPE.' JERRY SAID IS 

OILY MEMBER OF FAMILY WITH STABLE ADDRESS KNOWN TO SUBJECT, WHO 

iAS NOT MOVED SINCE ESCAPE. ADMITTED SENDING MONEY TO SUBJECT 

W PRISON AS SUBJECT HAD DONE SAME FOR HIM. UNABLE TO RECALL 

S>ECIFIC DATES OR AMOUNTS'. BELIEVED IF SUBJECT KILLED KING HE

-TAS EITHER CRAZY OR PAID. IF CRAZY, . WOULD NOT CONTACT FAMILY. 

F'FOR MONEY, WOULD NOT CONTACT AS VJOULD NOT NEED HELP, AND WOULD 

PROBABLY BE KILLED BY PAYER. BELIEVED SUBJECT BECAME NARCOTICS 

UBER IN ARMY AS HAS NOT SEEMED RIGHT SINCE. KNEW OF NO CLOSE 

iRIENDS OF SUBJECT. NO IDEA OF SUBJECTS WHEREABOUTS. WELCOMED 

ECONTACT AT ANY TIME.

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE"THREE / - .

RE ALBERT PEPPER; AMD PEPPEJ^STATIONERY. CO.

NO INDICATION OF EXISTENCE OF PEPPER STATIONERY COo

D WHOM SUBJECT ALLEGEDLY SENT MONEY THRU SUBTERFUGE FROM MSP. 

©DRESS GIVEN WAS FORMER RESIDENCE OF ALBERT PEPPER, HUSBAND 

CF CAROL. PEPPER, SUBJECTS SISTER.

ALBERT PEPPER REINTERVIEWED. ' NOT ANTAGONISTIC. DENIED 

KNOWLEDGE OF RECEIPT OF FUNDS FROM SUBJECT IN MEP OR AT 

STATIONERY CO., BUT INDICATED WIFE MIGHT HAVE, AS SHE IS HOME 

RD HE IS GONE DURING DAY. NEVER MET SUBJECT. MARRIED CAROL 

ATER SUBJECT IN MSP. DENIED KNOWLEDGE OF SUBJECTS WHEREABOUTS 

OR ANY CONTACT WITH FAMILY. TOLD RUNNING OFF LIFE REPORTER WITH 

CUB. REALIZED FBI NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR LIFE ARTICLE. AGREED 

T) URGE CAROL TO COOPERATE WITH FBI. HE WILLING TO BE RE CON­

TACTED ANY TIME NECESSARY. PEPPER RESIDENCE COVERED BY NEIGHBOR, 

SOT CHECKS AND SA /RESIDING IN' AREA. PHONE COMPANY COMPILING 

DLL CALL S. /
/ 

RE JOHN GAWRON. 

REINTERVIEWED TODAY. LEARNED AT GRAPEVINE LAST NIGHT OF 

JsRRY RAY SL VISIT. DENIED TELLING JOHN RAY OF PREVIOUS FBI 

©NTACTS. WAS CON VIN CED ’ FROM PREVIOUS TALKS WITH JOHN AND CAROL 

OBJECT HAD NOT COME TO SL AFTER ESCAPE. RECALLED SUBJECT 

©NTACTED HIM THRU CAROL THREE TIMES WHILE IN MSP WITH REQUEST 

E PURCHASE CASE OF COLD INHALANT, PROBABLY BENZEDRINE. 

INIDENTIFIED MSP GUARD MADE TRIPS TO PICK UP SAME AND STATED 

PAID ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS EACH TRIP. GAWRON BELIEVED SUBJECT
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PAGE FOUR

BOILED DOWN FOR SALE TO PRISONERS AND ALSO HAD LOAN RACKET IN

MSP. HAS FURNISHED COPY OF LIFE AND AGREED TO VISIT CAROL F’--

a SCUSSI ON -THIS WEEKEND. JOHN RAY USES GAWRON ADDRESS FOR MAIL.

A.L LETTERS RECEIVEDZTO DATE HAVE BEEN APPARENTLY FROM LEGI TIMATE 
/ ■

EASINESSES. / '

RE JERRY RA^JES, FATHER.

NEIGHBORHOOD SOURCES IN RURAL AREA ADVISED TODAY

RAYNES HAD NO VISITORS P/AST WEEK. CHECK MADE TO BE SURE JERRY

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END.

DJB

FBI KAN CITY

TU@
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FBI ST LOUIS

FBI JKSN MISS ' ' ’ • -\-!:/>: : '

4J4SPM 4-24-63 URGENT SCO z< • X

TO DIRECTOR (MAIL) AND ST.-LOUIS ' \

FROM JACKSON C157-9586> . . . * "

MURKIN ‘ ' • . ' •

RE MOBILE TELEPHONE CALL TO JACKSON. • "y. . . ‘ . ’ ■ .’ ■ : •

ROBERT ANDERSON, KREOLE, MISS., TELEPHONICALLY ' ”
। .' ’ ^-^twMWWiSy**^^^^ ^ ■ « ; • ’

/.CONTACTED MOBILE/STATING HE HAD INFORMATION RE KING’S . : ' ' . ■
I-' - ' ' ■ ' ’ ■ y:

KILLER, BUT WOULD NOT DISCUSS ON TELEPHONE. ANDERSON '

‘WAS LOCATED AT KREOLE, MISS., AND FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING ’ ’r--" - ‘‘

t: INFORMATIOBJ REQUESTING HIS IDENTITY BE CONCEALED. ONE >
o / ■ . ■ ’ - : '

BOB BOSS/ER (PHONETIO WHITE MALE, THIRTYFOUR TO/THIRTYFIVE, . • V
,. ^^^^wsaife^-^ . • . ■ ' * • * * *

FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SIXTYFIVE POUNDS, -;. ' . <.
■ '■ ■ ’ ■ ' , ■ :

BROWN HAIR, BUCK TEETH, WORKS'FOR JOHN WESEEY ANDERSON, ; ; Z Z .< ^

’.'FIVE ONE, FIVE NORTH SEVENTH STREET, DESq/o, MISSOURI, AS ' '. ' • • " z. ■ ’ ’

A ROOFER. ACCORDING TO SOURCE BOSSIER MAY BE AN ESCAPEE • ZA?”,/. ' . ?<'

, FROM STATE OF MICHIGAN ON ARMED ROBBERY. CHARGE.

? END PAGE ONE ’-f \ >:•;?; ’^ ’̂^

1 '^ ■“•S •• ' 7 ’ - } • • ’’. V .’ . ' •’ ’’ r • •. ,<..••• • . ■

BOSSIER . < - J ; ...

SEARCHED—_____.lNDEXED-^4/!?

SERIALIZEdZX—EttED -

iW2 1968

ZbI — KANSAS CITY/v-vi 4 

4ZSW-
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" PAGE TWO ' ’ ■ ■ . '

. JN 157-9586 • . ' . ' " ' . ’

NATIVE OF ST. LOUIS.AREA AND HAS DONE TIME AT LEAVENWORTH* .

KANSAS* IN ILLINOIS AND IN MISSOURI. HE WAS ALSO IN ATLANTA

ABOUT NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE. ACCORDING TO SOURCE BOSSIER IS . '

NOT IDENTICAL WITH JAMES EARL RAY* BUT HIS PAST HISTORY . .

AND PLACES OF CONFINEMENT ARE SIMILAR AND SOURCE BELIEVES

” . BOSSIER MAY HAVE SOME KNOWLEDGE OF RAY. \ . 7.7
• ST. LOUIS AT DESOTO* MISSOURI* REVIEW INDICES* IDENTIFY ’M

: BOB BOSSIER' (PHONETIC) THROUGH PD RECORDS AND OTHER SOURCES

i\ DETERMINE THROUGH INVESTIGATION IF BOSSIER SERVED TIME WITH

SUBJECT RAY AND COULD FURNISH PERTINENT INFORMATION RE RAY

AND MURKIN. PROTECT ANDERSON AS SOURCE

AIRMAIL COPIES FURNISHED MOBILE AND MEMPHIS* AND DETROIT.

ENDL

JNH

FBI ST LOUIS

. TUX
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' FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-6-1)

F B I

Date: 4/30/68

Transmit the following in _____________________ ;________________________  
. (Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL_______ AIRMAIL______________________________
(Priority)

TO; DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM; SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775) P

SUBJECT; MURKIN

Re Jackson teletype to Bureau, 4/24/68.

Enclosed for Kansas City and Oklahoma City are copies 
of re teletype.

On 4/25/68, Mrs. ROBERT BOSHES, (phonetic BOSSIER), 
in re teletype, 401 Win'e'-St'.", DeSoto./Mo., advised her husband 
ROBERT has deserted her and his whereabouts are unknown. She 
related that BOSHERS is an alcoholic and has done this in the 
past. She stated she believes that BOSHERS had stolen some 
checks from JACK W. ANDERSON and cashed these checks before 
leaving the DeSoto, Mo., area.

Mrs. BOSHERS stated that she does not believe her 
husband has any knowledge of JAMES EARL RAY, that if he did she 
believes he would make some comment in view of the widespread 
publicity.

3 - Bureau
2 - Detroit ,
2 - Jackson (157-9586) ]
Jp- Kansas City (Encl. 1W
”2 - Memphis ■ 1
2 - Oklahoma City (Encl. 1)
2 - St, Louis
JEL;bam
(15)

Approved: ____________ ;__________________ Sent M
Special Agent in Charge
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SL 44-775

She stated he has served time in El Reno Federal 
Penitentiary, and the Missouri State Penitentiary, but she 
does not know of any sentence in the State of Michigan, and 
she does not believe he is wanted in that state.

Chief of Police LLOYD DAVIS, DeSoto, Mo., advised 
that ROBERT BOSHERS had taken two or three checks from the 
checkbadk^f^fdHNW. ANDERSON, 515 N. Seventh St., who he 
was employed ^by-f: and' two checks have been Cash over
$100.00 each. He advised he has no warrant at this time for 
BOSHERS. He advised BOSHERS is a big boozer and to his know­
ledge has not mentioned anything about being associated with 
JAMES EARL RAY.

For the information of Jackson it appears your source 
ROBERT ANDERSON, Kreole, Mississippi, is relative of JOHN WESLEY 
ANDERSON, DeSpto, Mo., and became aware of BOSHER’s t^heft of

Steficks'‘'"ana 'wanted BOSKER located so local warrants could be 
issued for BOSHER.

For the information of Detroit, ascertain through 
State Penitentiary system and other sources if ROBERT BOSHERS 
(given as BOSSIER) in re teletype has record in State of Michigan 
or wanted on him in Michigan.

Kansas City and Oklahoma City Divisions, will review 
records for ROBERT BOSHERS at Jefferson City, Mo., and El Reno 
Penitentiary respectively as requested of Detroit Division.

- 2 -
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FBI KAN CITY

* •

FBI KASH DC

645PM URGENT 5/2/68 GJM

TO KANSAS CITY BIRMINGHAM NEW ORLEANS MEMPHIS 

FROM DIRECTOR IP

MURKIN.

REBUTEL TO BH, ME, KC, SI, AND SL, MAY TWO, INSTANT, 

AND BHTEL TO NO, NO CC OTHER OFFICES, MAY TWO INSTANT.

KANSAS CITY, AT MISSOURI S^TE PENITENTIARY, SHOULD 

ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY JOHNNY VALENTI WHO WAS REPORTEDLY 
INCARCERATED THERE AT THE SA^E TIME AS SUBJECT RAY. SET 

OUT APPROPRIATE LEADS, TO HAVE VALENTI INTERVIEWED WHEN 

'.'HEREABOUTS LOCATED. NEW- ORLEANS, HOLD IN ABEYANCE 

INVESTIGATION TO LOCATE VALENTI PENDING INFORMATION DEVELOPED

BY KANSAS CITY.

END

CAS

FBI KAN CITY

IDS
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FBI KAN CITY

BI INDAPOLS

4 50PM URGENT 5/2/68 JLC ' '

® DIRECTOR (44-38861), KANSAS CITY (44-760), MEMPHIS (44-1957)

FROM INDIANAPOLIS (44-563) .

MURKIN .

RE KANSAS CI

ONE LAST.

LUCILLE DALT

TY ’BEL MAY ONE LAST; INDIANAPOLIS TEL MAY

, ONE TWO ONE NINE E. MICHIGAN ST., APT

EIGHT, WAITRESS MAHOGAn/ BAR, INDIANAPOLIS, IND., ADVISED
r

HAD KNOWN PATRICIA STATLER AS A CLOSE FRIEND FOR A NUMBER OF

YEARS. STATLER RECENTLY STAYED WITH HER AT INDIANAPOLIS.

DALTON SAID STATLER WAS IN MAHOGANY BAR APRIL TWENTYSIX

LAST DRINKING. STATLER ASKED DALTON SOMETIME DURING AFTERNOON

IF SHE KNEW A MAN WHO HAD COME INTO THE BAR TO WHICH DALTON 

ANSWERED' "I DON'T KNOW-HIS NAME BUT I KNOW THE FACE AND SO 

DO YOU HE HAS BEEN IN HERE A NUMBER OF TIMES BEFORE."

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ft GE TWO
QALTON SAID WaT THE PICTURES OF RAY WE,W CERTAINLY NOT 

IDENTICAL WITH THE INDIVIDUAL. STATLER KNOWN TO-DRINK QUITE 

A BIT AND BE UNDEPENDABLE.

NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED ALONG THIS LINE. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END . '

RM .

FBI KAN CITY

T
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FBI KAN CITY
a

FBI CHICAGO

4 51PM URGENT 5/2/68 EOM,

® DIRECTOR (4 4-388 61) ST. LOUIS (44-7 75) KANSAS CITY (44-760)

SPRINGFIELD (44-561) AND NEWARK (44-8 54)

FROM CHICAGO (44-1114) 3P ' ’

M URKIN

RE BUT EL MAY ONE LAST. /

RE FULL COVERAGE OF RELATIVES. B. E^GEN BERGER. CHIEF 

SECURITY OFFICER. ILLINOIS BELL TELEPHONE (IBT). CHICAGO. 

ADVISES TOLL CALL RECORDS ONLY MAINTAINED FOR SIX MONTH PERIOD. 

ALSO DUE TO IB" STRIKE DIFFICULTY 'WILL BE ENCOUNTERED OBTAINING 

TOLL CALL RECORDS BUT WILL DO SO AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. FULL 

SECURITY AND BUREAU’S INTEREST VH LL 7BE FULLY ., PROTECTED* TOLL 

CALLS FROM PHONE OF SISTER SUSAN /DONI AN BEING OBTAINED. NOTE 

THAT POSSIBILITY OF SUBJECT'KNOWING HER WHEREABOUTS EXTREMELY 

REMOTE. X
RE BROTHER JE_^?YJW-. JERRY TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTS 

CASE AGENT DAILY AN/) IS PHYSICALLY CONTACTED BY ANOTHER AGENT 

ON A DAILY BASIS. HIS EMPLOYER AND COUNTRY CLUB MANAGER COM­

PLETELY COOPERATIVE AND WILL ADVISE OF ANY UNUSUAL ACTIVITY

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO CG 44-11 • •

a PART Op JERRY. IN ADDITION SECURITY GUARD SERVICE FOR 

COUNTRY CLUB MAKES HOURLY CHECKS DURING EVENING TO DETERMINE 

THAT JERRY AT WORK.

AS PREVIOUSLY NOTED JERRY IS MAINTENANCE MAN FOR COUNTRY 

CLUB FROM ELEVEN PM UNTIL FINISHED NEXT MORNING, THEREBY 

HAS ACCESS TO FOUR PRIVATE PHONES AND SEVEN PAY PHONES LOCATED 

ON COUNTRY CLUB PREMISES. THE PAY PHONE IN THE COTTAGE WERE JERRY 

RESIDES IS UTILIZED BY ALL OTHER/MEMBER OF THE COTTAGE. IN 

LETTER TO MARJORIE FETTERS, CAMDEN, N.J., JERRY MAKES COMMENT 

INDICATING THAT PAY PHONE USED DURING CONTACT WITH HER. ' ■ 

FEASIBILITY OF CONTINUING CHECKS ON TOLL CALLS FROM THE ABOVE 

MENTIONED -PHONES AT COUNTRY CLUB BEING DISCUSSED- WITH IBT WHO 

ARE OF THE OPINION THAT DUE TO NUMBER OF CALLS THEY MIGHT 

NOT BE ABLE TO HANDLE.

IN THIS REGARD OFFICES RECEIVING THIS TELE FURNISH PHONE

NUMBERS OF RELATIVES AND KNOWN ASSOCIATES. NEWARK FURNISH PHONE NUMBE 

OF MARJORIE FETTERS. BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF .TELEPHONE COVERAGE 

EFFECTED.

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE CG 44-1114 .

RE ASSOCIATES AND INDIVIDUALS MAKING FREQUENT CONTACTS

WITH RELATIVES. SUSAN DONIAN COOPERATING WITH THIS OFFICE.

BOTH SHE AND HUSBAND VERY APPREHENSIVE OF CONNECTION WITH 

SUBJECT BECOMING KNOWN. ALSO, DUE TO INFORMATION SET FORTH IN 

"LIFE" MAGAZINE, HUSBAND CONCERNED OVER POSSIBLE LOSS OF 

BUSINESS FROM RESULTING NOTORIETY SINCE HIS CONTACTS ARE ON 

PERSONAL BASIS. ACCORDINGLY, NO DIRECT CONTACT WITH DONIANS’ 

ASSOCIATES CHICAGO WILL BE MADE PENDING ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION 

DEVELOPING ANY ASSOCIATION OR POSSIBILITY SUBJECT AWARE OF

1 SUSAN’S LOCATION, UACB. . .

FROM INTERVIEWS AND INVESTIGATION, JERRY RAY FRIENDLY 

WITH EMPLOYEES AT COUNTRY CLUB BUT HAS ONLY TWO CLOSE ASSOCIATES 

BOTH EMPLOYEES. ONE IS SINGLE AND RESIDES IN SAME COTTAGE 

AT COUNTRY CLUB. THE OTHER MARRIED RESIDES IN MT. PROSPECT, 

ILLINOIS. ALSO DURING BRIEF MARRIAGE THIS AREA, JERRY DID' 

NOT DEVELOP ANY ACQUAINTANCES OR ASSOCIATES AMONG EX-WIFE'S 

FRIENDS OR RELATIVES. AM CC TO MEMPHIS.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. '

END 

PHM • • . ' ‘

FBI KAN CITY
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KC.^-7eC

> .-'.:’ . £&Fj$ SEM J&W3 ’ vac 'i&t^wiwed’at S*a Siege/ • Aad
■ Advised -sM ^me^^ & FAX EVS2N& ^ who wswld' h^ .
be 3j3 •y*ars\^f ;a^ aale,? 5<SS isr lbs/, dark, .brown. .
wavy-Mitje Mue: ^yen ? • nu^erou^ rtsse on-b&eKof., /'.•.’ ■ *

..on* hand> M^ on-one haQd> LOVE o» finger® of on® Mad* and' ' . 
■ .$.MFach.ua^^ er#/^ .^ oxi$ .aafidi ••/.•S' '•. - • -SS ;<’.-.: :,..

: j<x^./iW^ MT :El&EMir^^^ 1^55^ was
Idjssj^ at •St,'-M’^8 City Jedi fer .^eriQd e^ •
>Motf:: to fe#i^. s^t«»e*d ,-to 3^ ya®:*.? at? the State' Pxsieoa.». • ■ , 

\4&t£&ifaG& City, Hiis#ou$>i. -• ^ra^ ?JSxiSS adv'Xa'ed it i« ■&®r’ ■ •' . . ■
. crp..ir4an'that-EM'^^ with JAJCS- .
-'KAi^ J^Yvae ^fca ^f--tb$/#h£t^^ - ’ • '
her Agjaarad. ■ to • ba/ldeatieal' with ^ 'f&WiS m$F</ ... \' ••;•-■' . •

/'./••v'./ / AK$£S ASP M^^ -/'< .: ' ;/\ ?> ‘/./’IS'
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FD-280 (Rev. 8-20-58)

DECODED COPY
MAY 2, 1?68 

URGENT

□ Radio Teletype
TO DIRECTOR AND SAC-S, MEMPHIS AND KANSAS CITY

FROM SAC, ST. LOUIS

MURK IN. y
RE MEMPHIS TT, APRIL 29, LAST, REQUESTING KAMSAS/CITY AND ST.

LOUIS RECOMMENDATIONS RE USE OF KC PCI LAURENCE E.^AY.
•^ai^siss^s: ^.-aXv^^-s^.^

ST. LOUIS RECOMMENDS AGAINST USE IN ST. LOl/S AREA. EXISTING 

SOURCES AND THOSE UNDER DEVELOPMENT IN ST. LOUIS BELIEVED ADEQUATE.(P)

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.
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" MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL

jeffensoa City, Missouri 

October 1, 19^

subject: Stabbing of colored, non * June 8, 1§^- - Missouri Stats Prison

To : Ctasasanding Officer, Troop F .
Missouri State Highway Patrol ■ ' •
Jefferson City, Missouri,

1* Co the corning of October 1, 19^> the undersigned officer interviews! 
Ernest Franklin, ^07^7, on Imoto at the Medium Security Prison st I'Wjrly. 
Franklin is a Ecgro inmate, ago iA, from St. Louis, Missouri, end. is cue of f • 
the subjects who was stabbed in the tunnel at the State Prison In Jefferson 
City, Missouri, on the crooning of June 8, l$5k. The subject is presently 
serving a fifteen year sentence fox’ assault with intent to kill from
St. Louis City and was admitted to the prison in September of 1963. Franklin , 
has a fifth grade education mi is able to read end write. . ■" 3\

2. Franklin govs the following account of hspreniaga at the prison on June 8, 
19&: . '

"Cn the night of the stabbing, I was walking up the tunnel with Simons and ft 
tea had just passed the chaplain’s door but had mot reached the comer. All 
of a sudden, several white follows ease around the corner facing us. They 
all had knives in their hands, They were waring hoods over their heads and *': 
feces. Ura hoods had holes cut In than for eyas. Sissy started, yelling end d 
one fellow stabbed Sinrrons right in ths heart. Stanoiis fell back against ms 
oral then wheeled am want running back toward A Fall. Then four of than had--i " 
ns. 0ns of them etabbed sb in the left chest and ths knife just missed ay 
heart, The second knife hit ma in the lower part of ay back on the left side 
and the blade came on 'through 3rd cut of ry right groin. I looked down end 
cow 3 or U inches of ths blade sticking cut. main the first fellow hit me .'<\ 
with the knife in the chest, 2 started fighting end holding to the knife and ',$ 
•that is when I was hit in the back. Then I got stock twice more in the back. 
I cover did fall to the floor. About that tiae, these hooded fellows said, ^ 
"Let’s get out of here." I did not see Mitchell or Parks get cut. I don’t ^ 
know none of the petrols that cut us. While I ven holding the one fellow’s 
knife, I heard one of them soy "Kot him, not him." They was talking about "• ? 
Banks. Ea is in the elites. I think he knew what was going to hapjen cad ;;v 
knows who the white fellows ere. I sow Banks talking to two white fellows >.;:’ . 
down at the recreation yard that evenins and it looked Ilka cm of tore had a' • 
talite in his jockst." :. <

2. Franklin stated toot he would, testify in court, however ba still feared 
for his Ilfs, oven though he 3ied been trersiterred to Moberly. Franklin viewed

SEARCHED_________ INDEXED^
SERIALIZED.^!

MAY 2 1968 V?:
FBI — KANSAS CITY ■
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October 1, 1964 i^\$ &££$
Shabbies of colored nen - Juns 8, 1964 - Missouri State Prison

photographs of Chester Eley, William Purls, Richard lavs, Donald Eussreyer, 
Walter Douglas, end Robert Burns and readily picked out Burke and Eley as 
the two white subjects he had observed. talking with Banks end ho identified 
Burke os the subject who had the knife in his pocket* . / 7$;

C* C* Maddox

CCM:pSC . • •• ■• Vf*!- T ;.•■■ • .. ;• .

CC:G35 •
Colonel Carter r-^yi'i, *. :
Varden Eaah'^*^ - :•■■ < . •
Prosecutins Attorney, Cole County
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uissa.

FORM •. H

X’

a*

Es lias a -tenth grate education.

(kmascndins Officer, Erocp F 
Missouri State EisJway Patrol ’. 
Jefferson City# Missouri '

searched:._^_jNDEXED___

^^ons

MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL

, Jeffercon City, Missouri

Cctoer 1% 19&
n°cr211964
DIB™somcE

From :

Subject:

To

Sergeant C. C. Maddest

Stabbing of colored son.» Juna 8, 1^ • Missouri State

1. Cn ths earning of October 16, 19&, the udersigned officer interviewed 
six inmates of the Missouri State Ericon who were naaed by witnesses as ^f 
being suspects in the stabbing of four colored .inmates on the evening of ^-. •• 
June 8, 1955. The suspects interviewed are listed below. ‘ XX

a. William Burry Burks, #07738, ’white, mats, ago 30, from st. Louis,
• , Missouri. Ea is now eervlns four years for burglary, larceny, ©ad Xi-'., 

‘ escape from St. Louis, Missouri, aM entered the prison Deceiver 6, ''.:.
1963» Be has previously served two years for cute theft from St. Louis 
in 1952, eight years for burglary, larceny, end escape from Cote County 
in 195^, two years for destruction of State property, Cote County, in k •• • 
1959.1 and two years for burglary end larceny, Cape Girardeau County, in 
1961. Burka has a seventh grads education. -z^. ; --jX^'

b. Donald Richard Bassasyer, #718^3, white, mate, age 23, from St. Louis, ■:$ ' 
Missouri. Ee is presently sexvics fourteen years for robbexy and < 1
assault from St. Louis, Missouri, end entered the prison in 1956. ^^..' 
has also served caa year for attempted burglary da Oklahoma in 19^. X’; 
13a bus an eighth grads education. .. ■ ■' ^. - .- ’ • •

Wolter Robert Douglas, #ceUl, white, ante, age 2^, from St. Louis, :.#; 
Missouri. Ee is solving eight years for burglary end stealing from ' '-'■ 
St. Louis County and entered tbs prison in February of 1961. Ba la a </

Chaster lee Eley, #C0&5, shite, sale, e®e 30, iron St. Louis, Missouri. . 
Eg is new serving nine years for arsed robbery from St. Louis and entered 
the prison June 3, i960. 03 nice served fivo years for emad. robbery ■?' 
from St. Louis in Karch, 1957* Es served two years in EL Band, Oklahoma 
(Federal), in 1951 for the Dyer Act end eighteen months in El Beno in t 
1952 for escape (Federal). Ba.Isas an eighth grate education.

Richard Allan lays, #03230, white, rate, ego 20, from St. Louis, Missouri. 
Ebe subject is noy sarzins sis cni ore "half years for escape, burglary, ad 
stealins from Cole County sad entered, the prison in July of 1951. Es 
ma sentenced to Boonvllla for delinquency from St. Louis County in July of 
i960 and transferred from Eooaville to Alcoa Reform-boxy in February, 1951.

JW2 1968 

// FBI — KANSAS CITY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.; Acioo p 
|OH3xJ

October 19, 196^
Stabbing a? colored men i Jtoe 0, 195b - Missouri State Prison
-2 ■ ■'..■■.

f. Robert B. Burns, =$75811, whits, male, age 33, from St. Louis, Missouri. <<" 
Ea is Earvins 75 years for robbery from St. Louis City and entered the 
prison in 1959* He was sentenced to two years in Boonville in 19^5 iron ? 
St. Louis for auto theft. Ec was sentenced to five years in the Algoa 
Reformatory in 19^9 from St. Louis for robbery. Ue was sentenced to five 
years in the State Prison in 195k from St. Louis for robbery and has an 
eighth grade education.

2. All of the above subjects were interviewed in the office of Major Poiry. 
ALL denied any knowledge of the stabbings on the evening of Juno 8, 196^. 
All refused the opportunity to take a polygraph examination. Subjects Bussneyer 
end Laws become angry when questioned about the stabbings. Several of the above 
suspects stated that whenever there was trouble inside the walls they were 
always picked up as suspects.

C. C. Maddox, Sergeant '

CCMipsc
Cc:GHQ ■

Prosecuting Attorney, Cole County
Colonel Carter^
Worden Eash • ■'
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FORM

MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL

Jefferson City, Missouri

Etabbing colored nea ♦ June 8. • Missouri State Frisoa^
Subject: ' >

_ Cazasniilng Officer# Creep F ...
To : Missouri State Eigir.zay Patsol

Jefferson City, Missouri

1* On this efteraccn of Scpte^er 2^, 195*7 the undersigned officer later* 
viewed David Joseph MeCutetaca ^01989-J> ®a toEifce ef the Missouri State 
Prison. McCutcheon is a white sole subject, age ^ frost Vsusau, Wisconsin* 
Eh is presently serving & ttanty-five year ceartenee for areal robbery frea ' ' 
Jackson County, Missouri, and catered the prison in January, 1961. Co has :> 
Buzaerous other eoaviotlons as follows: car theft in 193(5 and served a cog 
to two year sentence in WiGoensin, forgery in 1939 ®M served a one to two 
year sentence in Wisconsin, carrel taowiedge in 3.^1 end served a ate to 
three year sentence in Wisconsin; treasportiDg a Elmar across a state lias 
in 1^3 aril served eighteen Estates in leuvxusrsrte, i&nsaa (Federal),

7 burglary in 1950 cad served fifteen years in California. Sho subject has 77 
' sb eighth grade education and Isas completed ceca stalling in tee panitentiary 

V teycna. the eighth grade. She interview tosh place in tea prison office of ^
iiajor Fairy iron 1:10 pm* to 2:30 p.s. 'tai^ '■ l^

2* McCutcheon gave tee following account of activities in th? prison ma tee 
evening of Jws 8, 19&: . .: >. • . j-/§

’’About 6:15 to 6:20 MoadEy night, Joss 8, 196k, I was down at tee 
recreation field near tec #1 tall dinaond where the Playboys and 
Star Dusters wore playing boll. Slick Stidtaa is EEnager of tee 
Star Dusters end Dusaueysr is tEnagor of ths Playboys* While I 

■ was there I was up at tee recreation e^ziyeant check cut rocs end
X observed knives being given out by euEhank to Chester Eley, 
Billy Darks, Eussasyar, cd Douglas, X else teen Bex Feck with a 

■ '\ knife, but X don’t know whore ho got At. X asked Suatank what was J'^-;^ 
tip and ha said, ’Ehey are going to tare a risible’ • I thought it 
was going to bo co the yard. I left the yard about 6:30 pm. and

^;..., cade try way to ths tapper recreation area to gat away free ths ^-^^ 
• trouble end took a speaker bets out end eat it up for tee outside

/.- •i novios. Cn ay way bock I locked in tesens^ tee last window of tee 
tunnel and X sow Pusaesycr stick & knife in a colored scan. Busc* 
Eoysr was holding a reg up to hi. 3 face with his left hand and had - "'g 
tee knife in his right kata. BussEsyor css®* up behind tea color &ARcikDiI7 
ma anti stabbed bin in ths back. Es Stabbed hia up about tee serialized/> 
shoulders and the colored ran spun Ereuta eta. he stuck his la th» 
stosneh Just under tea ribs. Buataeyre ran ton toward F and G MAY c 
Hall and vent to tee hobby chop. &e colored ma was Btaggsring // fbi — k 
down tee tunnel toward tee opening at the central center. P®®1®^7^

^/(/"7^'&3 7 <
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run by with casks or scathing ca their heads# X did not know

3, McCutcheon advised the wndersignod officer that he would testify in court 
if necessary, and that ths above infowatioa wad true to the beat of his 
knowledge. He was webla to identify tho colored subject he saw stabbed. Ee 

•':' stated that he felt the reasons for the stabbing incidents were race hatred, 
end the fact that soce of ths prison het heeds felt that the koto heat they 
could bring on the prises would better their chances of savins cut the warden

C. C. Madte, Sergeant

Cd:rz ■• .■
cc:G35 ' ; 

Colonel. Carter• • ' •.
’.... Warden Each -^

Prosecuting Attorney, Cole County

(;;
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MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL

Jefferson City# KiDswuri ■ ' ■ ^ / ••'.>••

Septejfber 24, 1964 . . ■ ■ ; .

•, ' ^^■'■3r /■' ’ •> 1 ; • t\ A ' ' ' V’J -

subject: Stabbing of colored rasa - Joss 8, lg^ - Liicsouri State Edeen

To : Gcatending Officer, Troop F
Missouri State Highsoy Patrol
Jefferson City, Kiscouri . . • • •' / .

1. On this afternoon of Scpteiter 22, 1964, the undersigned officer inter­
viewed Guard Captain don F. Troyer, Oss 54, Bera HLecafleld, Missouri* 
Troyer hay been an employee at the prison for a steter of years end vas ca 
duty there oa the evening of Juno 8, 1964, then ths stabbings occurred* 
Shis interview' was held in the prison office of Major Foiry.

2. Contain Troyer gave the following irferratira with reference to the 
stabbing Incident: About 6:45 pa., Juma 8, 1964, Troyer was cn duty in 
ths Cratera uhra a grows? of testes vent through the tunnel toward J? rad 

' G Bill. After eras of ths testes had gons cut of ci^t of Troyer emad 
ths career of the turae! ba heard me sae ©cress and part of ths croud 
eras awning bach tesard the control canter past Troyer. Troyer states 
•teat cw colored subject Kunal Mitchell had been stabbed in the tads cad 
as ho cans remains ^> Troyer charted him throat ths control center gate 
out of the teasel. Shan enatbsr colored subject rasad Franklin cans by. 
la Xias bleeding in ths front and Troyer ehewd him through tea central
crater grte. Trcyer stated teat he did not hww hew or when tea colored
subject Sissons wont by bis, horavar, this ctxdd haw occurred while he '& 

®

3. Troyer state! that he tea teak a grew? of ■shite testes taa through
the tewl teasel. F cal G Mali, cad that an ba rounds! the career he found ^

three essall knives cn the floor. All of the bateas appeared to be clean 1 >5 
at that tte. Ee also found tro cloth rocks tsar the chapel door rad three ^ 
Brae knives in th© shaver room doorway. Cw tss a big knife rad was bloody.;.;
One was a dasher typo knife about sin or seven inches long rad it was also 
bloody. The third knife was without blood.. Troyer took all of the shove ■u

items to the control center end turned them in. He further stated that he 
saw no rated etabbing or cutting but Md assist in getting the inJurod
subjects cut of the tunnel and then placing ths other teates in their 
cells is A, F, and G Sails after the incident, <^ .

C. C. Madldox, Sergeant

CGItra
cctGiKi

Colonel Carter
Harden Sash
Prosecuting Attorney, Cola County
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FORM C. M. F. IBA

MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL

Jefferson. City, Missouri

• Subject: Stabbing of colored, ran - June 8, 196k - Missouri State Prison.

CtasssnAlng Officer, Troop £
Missouri Stat© Highway Patrol
Jefferson City, Missouri '■• ? .

1* On the afternoon of September 22, 1964, ths undersigned officer inter- '■ 
viewed Joseph Beattie, Van Met ^4696, an incite of the Missouri State Prison 

■ The interview tock place in the prison office of Major Poiry. Van Aiet is :
a white rale subject, age 39. Ee is presently serving a twenty-five year 
sentence for felonious assault. Eh catered ths prison in December, 1958.

. J5s has pivrvicusly served a five year tern for robbery first starting in ^ 
/T 1953 i» the State Prison in McAllister, Oklahosa. Von Alst stated that ' ^ 

ha had completed the sixth gred© end was able to read end write.

2. Van Met gave the fallowing account of 'tee occurrences at the prison .?7^ 
G«1 the evening of June 8, 1964: ' • /ji: ' ’ '-<^;

. .';9 ".About 6:45 p.®., Juno 8, 1954, 1 was in the tunnel between the 
. ’' chapel door end the comer. I csv Bobby Sums end Richaid Lews •­

there. They had cu white doth ©asks up to eye level. They
., . Jun’oed cut of th© line. Bobby Japped cut of th© line next to 

the windows and grabbed this colored hoy who was running toward
• ths hall yelling cad it Iceland libs lie held hia end 2 caw Richard. 

Lows stick a knife in ths colored can’s beck on the lower left 
Gido Just above tbs belt. 'fh© colored sass thou ran tack toward 

':;;-. ths tunnel opening yelling, ’Ch, Oh, Ch’, end holding his 
::\< stomach, tews and Baras stood there a minute. Then I ducked.
<;/ in th© shower end. saw then take off their masks and then Laws.

' cams into the shower without a cask and w&s carrying a shirt 
in his hand. About three jalnutes later I saw Burns end Lows 
washing their hands in their cells and peek had, bleed on his

■ hands. I don’t know what they dens with the knife. Ths knife 
was shiny and was twelve to fouxteen ircbes long tsi about on 
inch end a half wide. 3t had. five or six inches of bleed on it 
when they pulled it cut of the colored coy”.

3* Vba ./list tell the undersized officer that he had observed other subjects 
in the tunnel veering Eashs but could, only xc-corsiise the ones named above. 
De stated, he did not knew the ossks of the colored subjects who were victims 
in the stabbings but felt he Eight be able to identify the eno ha had observed.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL

Jefferson City, Missouri

September «&, 196^

subject: Stabbing of colored sen - Juno 8, 196k - Missouri State Prison

To : Caszaandins Officer, Troop F :
Missouri State Highway Patrol 
Jefferson City, Missouri

1* On the morning of September 21, 196k, the undersigned officer contacted. 
Warden Bo V. Eash at the Missouri State Prison, Jefferson City, Missouri, as 
per your Instructions* Harden Hash stated teat the Cole County Prosecuting 
Attorney cad, the prison authorities felt tint an. outside agency should 
interrogate the subjects and ■witnesses involved. in the stabbing incidents 
which occurred at the prison on Juno 8, 19&. Eash indicated that cost of 
these iresates had been interrogated previously by prison officials and that 
nuacrouB stories had. boon told*

2* Harden Mash indicated that several irzates claimed to have been witnesses 
to ths stabbings end, he furnished, the cases of eight inmates. He further 
Indicated that information received by ths prison authorities indicated that > 
the subjects responsible for the stabbing? were Richard Levs £03230, Bobart k 
E. Barns #75811, William H. Burke £-07738, Chester lea Eley #C08W, Donald 
Buszassyer #718^3, and Walter* Douglas #021^1* ■

3* On title corning of September 22, IS#*, the 'undersigned officer interviewed 
Leslie Allen Achter #75525 in the office of Major Poiry at ths prison.
Achtor io a white sals subject from Charleston, Missouri. He is presently 
serving a ten year sentence from Mississippi County for assault with Intent 
to do bodily harm with a deadly weapon. Ha entered the prison on this 
sentence June, 1£59* He previously served a fear year term in ths prison 
for burglary end lareesy from Mississippi County starting in August, 1955* 
Achter stated he has no education end was unable to read or write. In 
interviewing Achter ha appeared to be above normal in his thinking cad raaxiry 
and was able to describe in detail tee actions he had witnessed, on the even­
leg of Juns 8, 196k. Achter stated that the inforsatica he furnished was 
true and correct to the best of his knowledge and that ho wan willing to •. 
testify in court*

b. Achtar gave the following account of occurrences on the evening of June 8, 
19^: ^/-7^^'6^7

"On the evening of June 8, 195^, about 5:15 p.m., I left F Soil where ^
I cell- in 127* I went to the boll fields to #3 diamond. I ^Ksched—^t^^ 
Bobby Griffin go to ths recreation e^uipaaat check cut roca I^^/ze^’^^^1^ 
he rolled up a bunch of knives in some old underwear and put tessa/ —-T^Fimjc
tsjder his arm. He got the knives frea SubMhU and Harry ^Y2. w

r ■v-ntv

FBI — KANSAS CITY/
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Stabbing of colored, sen - Juno 8, 1$6U - Missouri State Prison
- 2

Sushank passed, the knives out of the window. Griffin vent back 
' to the #1 diamond, where he passed the knives out to Tony Eno,

BiUy Burka, Chester Eley, Billy Eicks, Bax Peck, Lloyd Ketcher- 
eide, and Douglas. Buscseyer was coaching first base and vhen 

■ his team case in to bat he walked over to the check out room cad
SuBhank gave him his knife. It was wrapped up in a dirty rag.
Ke stuck it inside of hie Jacket and walked back to his team and 
started coaching first base. A foul tip was hit and it rolled 

' toward BusBmeyer and the wall. Ee kicked the ball so that it 
bounced from the wall into his hands, ns he could not bend over 
to pick up the ball on account of the knife stuck inside of his 
Jacitet cad pants. At that tins I saw the Middle part of the 
knife when his Jacket gapped opened. About 6:20 p.m. I left and 
went to #3 diamond to meet ny buddy, Billy Joe Davis, and give 
him com Instant coffee. ■

”While I was talking to Davis and Eerold Enloe, Bussmeyer and 
<, Douglas coco around the back stop and BussjEoyer said, ’Let’a

see If the god damn warden will put thislin the paper*, end he 
named some St. Louis newspaper. Bussmsyer and Douglas took off 

, end left the line and went across the yard to the tunnel opening
at the control center. When Davis, Joker Jones, and I vent 
through the tunnel and turned the corner we saw Douglas and 
Bussmeyer standing with their backs to us and both tying hand-

• 5 kerchiefs around their necks. When they turned around facing 
us they pulled the handkerchiefs up to their eyes. This 
happened near the door of what used to bo the old hobby shop 
and is now the Protestant Chapel. Thia was out in the tunnel. • 
Douglas eaid, ’Hold the line up*, but everybody kept coming. 
Ee was holding a knife in his left hand about chest high. The

•’ knife was about nine inches long, was clasp on each edge, and 
had a blunt point. I would know the knife if I could see it 
again. Buscnsyer reached down and picked up a knife with his 
left hand and turned around facing us and said, 'This is no 
Joke, hold this line up*. This knife had a blunt point with a 
holo in the center of the blade at the point. It was about 
two inches wide and eighteen to twenty-four inches long, not 
counting the handle. It looked like a sword or a corn knife.

, •' Wo tall lined up along ths outside wall of the tunnel. Davis 
was right behind me and Joker Jones was behind him and he was 
yelling, ’Give ns room* and shoving around. Eh shoved Davin

' and I out of the line ana BusEisyer said, ‘Make two lines*, so 
I stepped over and they started making the other line behind 12c ♦ 
Eussmeyer had the long knife right in my face. He said, *0.K., 
bud, hold it right there end you won’t get hurt*. When we 
forced two lines Bussaeyer said, ’All right, bring them on*. 
The play started at the back of the line. This one colored 
fellow ran all the way to the front of the line to about even 
with the chapel door where he was tripped up by Chester Eley.

. Be flipped as he fell and while he was clean Douglas stabbed
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Stebbins of colored ecu - Juns 8, 1934 - Kissouri State Prines

at his cheat. Eusasayer said, ’Let ess have hia’, and. he kicked 
faia head, beck end stuck the long knife in the pit of the colored, 
san’s stomach, right below his ribs. The colored man was yellins . -^ 
Gad screazilng. When Eussaeyer still had ths knife in the colored.
can’s stOEach ths fellow tried to jerk the mask down and BussEseyar .-^ 
turned to hide his face* Bussncyor vent on down the tunnel end 4^ 
dumped, the knife either in the rest room or the shower end threw 
his cap in a barrel. Ths colored con ran cut of the tunnel near / • <?••• 
the control center and fell in the yard at the front of ths A 
Call where ho died. Seas of the colored boys that got cut called 
in F Bill and had been there a week or a weak and a half. I \ ;<
think this whole thing happened, because of race hate." <

5. After giving the above information to the undersigned officer, Achter A 
again stated he would testify to these facts of his own free will.

6. Ao other witnesses In the stabbing incidents ere interviewed, information 
furnished by them will ba forwarded in report fora. <•.;;•?

C. C* Kadiox, Sargeant ■ ■ <: • . . . . •>»

CCM:rz . .
CCJ&ES ' . \ . . b ■ ■ . '■ ' . ■ ;

Colonel Carter \ b' • >-4
Varden Eaeh^^ ; ' ■' ’. < .: ‘
Prosecuting Attorney, Cole County .-.?' • ; &

i±j_^2^££i2j2jjLv^_li^_j_22jS2Z_j__L^ i*' • • - .’.';■ ' ' •^‘’,^’*"'*'fr^?'-i$’!O’'^’i i •
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(Jefferson City, Missouri

October 2, 19&

TO CcoEanding Officer, Stoop F 
Missouri State Eiglrwey Patrol 
Jefferson City, Missouri

FORM ». H. F. IBA ■

MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL

subject: stabbing of colored man - Juns 8, i$& • Missouri State Prison

1. On the morning of October 2, 19^, the undersigned officer interview*! 
Lee Andreu Holt, ^733, ail innate of the Missouri Slate Prison. Sa 7 ; ’ 
Interview was held in the day room at the Church Fars. Holt is a white 
Bale, age h2, from Sb. Louis, Missouri* Eh is presently serving a three 77 
year sentence for buzglsry from st. Louis City sal was admitted, to the 77", 
prison on December 6, 1S63« Ha previously served a seven year sentence • 
for armed robbery end stealing from Si. Louis City end was released in • 
March of 1963. Halt has a sixth grads education.

2. Holt g;ave the following account of cccurxuuces at the prison on the 
evening of June 8, 19&s

"On Monday evening, Juns 8, 19&, wa had been dean in the yard and was going 
back to F end G hells tero^h the tumal. I had gone around the comer of 
ths tunnel toward F Hall. Someone yelled "gold it” end I stopped end looted 
up end them stood two guys with hoods on ©ad they bed clubs. Bien Z hoard 
this noise behind eq and I turned ami looted, toward tbs corner. I cat? Jerry 
Sorter boating this colored boy. Sorter was not ■wearing a hood or a cask. 
Z saw Bill Sorto hit the colored boy with a knife several times, Efe stuck 
him in the back 3 or h tisoB and then in ths front. Burins had a towel or 
rag over his head but it slipped off while he was cutting and I caw him.
I also saw Chester Eley with a mask on and a knife in his hand, but I did not 

■ 000 him cut anyone. Burte bed a hosnsEcds knife about 12 Inchoo long. Eley 
hod a kali’s that looted lite a sword. Esc colored nan broke sway end came 
right by me. Ho bed bloody holes in his back and front. I did not teas him 
but he van an older follow and. ted gray in his hair. Bo ran post ns and cow 
tec two men with heeds on test ted stowed tee lino ahead of him so he turned 
arcana and came back by to, running end yelling and vent around tee comer 
going toward tec control center opening. 'Set two guys up front took their '7 ’
teals off and faded into tee crowd. Burls and Eley faded Into tea crowd and 
wllxd tetrard P and G ha^ ^/^^ ^ ^ ^ 3 /

3* Holt stated that he would testify in court to the above facts but did
not went to do 00 while he was still an innate at the prison

C. C» Maidox, Servant

CCMtpsc
cc:GsQ - Colonel. Garter - Warden IS

SEARCHED „__-_ J ^^£D. 
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Prosecuting Attorney,'Cole County .
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MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL

Jeffersm City, ilisscuri . .. ^\.'

September 28, 19$. ? ’ • y? ' • ' • •

To

subject. stabbing 0£ cGiarad san - June 8, 196^ -. Missouri state Prison

Mjjjsouri Stats Si^sy Patrol
Jefferson City, Missouri ■■ ■ <

1. On ths afternoon of toptemter 28, 195^, ths undersigned officer interviewed 
Robert William Mitchell ^OOSA, an inmate of the Missouri State Prison. Lilt shell 
is a negro sale, age 29, from St. Louis, Missouri. Mitchell entered the prison 
Jma 2, i960, to serve an eight year tern for rape end burglary from St. Louis 
City. to previously served two years in 1958 at Algea for armed robbery frees 
St. Louie City. Mitchell has an eleventh grade education. She interview vac 
told in the prices office of Major Fairy.

2. Mitchell gave the fcliowteg account of happenings at the prison cn June 8, 
19^1 ^’-d • ••"$ • <^ •

”0a Monday evening about 6:^5, June 8, 195k, I tad been dem at the 
toll Epes find vton ws cans tock from the yard X walked cad talked part?^ 
of tto vay with BussaeyaT. We tailed about tha toll sass that his teas, 
the Playboys, lost to Slick Stidham’8 Star Dusters. When vs entered 
the tunnel X dared doran to wait for Santo, who tod stepped at the

/. CcasBlsesry. Besaaeyer wait on ahead. Santo case out end us started 
ca throe'll the teasel toward the hobby chop. When ve got down close ■; 
to the ckapsi door Sissis 02333 Dimins fixea around ths comer and ma 
past ns going toward. A toll, to was yoUing, *Gii Jesus, Oh Jesus’ *

. ~ to was bleeding from ths cheat doi dews tbs front. I did not see any- 
Ona hit him. Franklin ttoa cose running from around the corner holding 
his cheat with both toads, to was bleediEg from tha cheat, to also 
went past us cOsstos toward A toil. ’Eton ttoss fellows with hoods over 
their toads esse armed the corner facing us.' They all had knives and 
several of then jusped on me. X got stuck In ths wiper right era, the 
right side, ami in the stesaeh. In the hunch that Jvap&i on ms, I

■ recognised Lilly Bate ord Chester Eley. 2 recognized Burke from his 
build sad Eley I toss by his stoos. X to&B the shoes because I had 
repaired thsa in the shoe shop. Both of them tod bloody knives in
their heads ami hoods ca their heads .

y

After that I held onto ths rail-
Sas la the tunnel and did not see say sore a? the action. Barto cad ?'y 
tonto brought aa oak of tto tuntol". \ ■.. ’?".•. : -5.^

3. Mitchell locked at severe! photographs cad readily identified the photographs

SEARCHED— _.#)£$&.------- 
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Stubbing of colored esu - June 8, 1964 - Missouri State Prison 
- 2

of Burke and. Eley. Ha stated that he vas due to "be discharged, from the prison 
In Eoveaibcsr or DoccEber, 1964, and would be willins to testify in court if he 
is cut, tut would, be afraid, to testify if he was still an iraatc. Eh stated, 
that his leather, Flora. Mitchell, lives at lyoja Forth Union Boulevard, St. Z 
Louis, Missouri, end. he could be reached through her.

C. C. Esd&ox, Sergeant

j CCMsrs
cciGSJ • ' • -t

Colonel Carter
.;> . harden Eash 4-r

' ^’
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MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL

Jefferoon City, Missouri ’ 7> • .-. '

September 28, 1964 . . ’ \ ■ .<••

subject: Stabbing of colored sea • June 8, 1964 • Missouri State Prices

To . Ccsmcndtog Officer, &^ ; . : .
' Missouri State Eighty Patrol

■ ' : Jefferson City, Missouri

1* Ou the afternoon of September 25, 1964, the imdorsigasd officer interviewed 
Seward. Lawrence Rocsey ^08415, an isssato of tie Missouri State Prison# Raasey 
is a white sale, age 34, free St# Losie, Micoouri* Es is presently serving on 
eight year sentence for robbery frea St, Louis and. cars to the penitentiary in 
April, 1964# He has previously served three years at the Training School in 
Beckville for steeling froa St. Francois County in 1944, two years in Algoa for 
escape fraa St. Louis County in 1946, thirty meths to Terre Haute, Indiana 
(federal) for the Dyer Act in 1951, two years at the Missouri State Penitentiary 
for burglary from St# Louis County to 1954, thirty souths in Leavenworth, Kansas 
(Federal) for tho Dyer Act to 1959, thirty Eoliths to Leavenworth, Kawas (Federal) 
for escape to I960. The subject received his high school certificate while in 
prison in Leavenworth, Kansas. Tao interview took place to the prison office 
of Major Fairy.

2. Ramsey gave the following account of teppentogo at the prison on the evening 
of Juns 8, 1964: ' / .

"I was down at the recreation yard on JSoMay evening about 5:30 or f- 
6:00 pun# end X caw Laws End Billy Bartos go to ths cheek cut rocs 
where Sushsak handed them a tech of knives cut of the back door* 
She knives Wei’s not wrapped up cad a got & good look, as I was only 
about eight or ten steps away. Troy stuck them under their belts 
under 'their shirts and walked down to the tell diamond. I sew Burke

■ give Lussrsyar & big knife that leaked like a com knife* Busmeyer 
stuck the knife down ths front of his shirt end. pants* Eusaaeyer . "k 
van coaching the Playboys tell teas. X left tbs yard cad went to tho j
greasy line and ate supper. When I finished eating I went on up to 
ths tunnel and was standing inside the tunnel talking to Eaton* While • y

■ X was there along cama Bcsacoyor, laws, Billy Burke, and. two others ... ;$ . 
that I did not know# They were at the front of the line. They went : it •

. on down the tunnel end around the earner out of sight* The rest of ?-f? 
the grot^ started coning in cad going down the tunnel. Most of them ^ 
stayed along tho left side of the tunnel to two linos. I heard

■ screastog down at the comer of the tunnel cad I looked down there ."^ .
■ and saw two guys with basics or hoods ca their heads* They were 

cutting ord stabbing at the colored fellows* I did not know any of 
tte colored men. I caw Bucteyer draw teak sad lunge at a colored " f; 
boy and grab hto and then ha hit Me with that big knife. It looked—— ---- -—-
like lie stuck hto to the back. Sie colored san would take a cc ^^hed—te—wdexi

SERIALIZED...—l_.FI LED
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Stabbing of colored am - June 8, 1$6V • Missouri State Prison

Of stope and fall thou get up and cake a couple of core steps cud 
fall. Eh was coaing back toward the tunnel opening. Bussaeyor 
threved the knife out of the window of the tunnel end ran around 
the corner toward the hobby shop. Bunsaeyar was masked. I 
left the tunnel and went to B-20 where I celled with Suahank".

3. Bassey told the undersigned officer that on the following Saturday he was 
with a group of donates when Eussaeyor told then that he used the long knife 
sad ran it clear through a colored tan. Daosey further stated that he weald, 
testify in court but that ho feared for his ova life cad if he had to testify, 
he did not want to stay in the "joint". Ee indicated he would like to transfer 
to Moberly.

C. C. Kaita, Sexgeaat

CCMtrs

: ; Colonel Carter 
Harden Eash i^^. ■ ■

; ■ Prosecuting Attorney, Cole County

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AdO»t ■•'

Jefferson City, Missouri

To
Caassdirs Officer, Troop 7
Missouri State Si^taay Patrol 
Jefferson City, Missouri

A:
■; :d AdOoL#

••'6;.MOM3X '

MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL

Subject: ■ •
Stallbins of colored, ssn - June 8, 196k • Missouri Stats Pricca

FORM ■. H. F. ISA

.IM De.

1 LED

Co the monaing of September 25, 1964, ths undersigned officer Interviewed. 
Robert Charles Banks ^€0037. Banks is a negro sale, age 24, whose bora is 
Slater, Missouri. Ka was admitted to ths penitentiary January 12, i960, to ?;
serve a tom of fifteen years for second degree lairder iron Saline County. In 
1953 he served a two year term in the Algoa Intermediate Reformatory for steal­
ing also from Salina County, Missouri. Banks has collated the eleventh grade 
and is able to read and write. This Interview took place in the orison office 
of Major Foiry. '-? •. ■ . . ' 7M -

2. Banks give the follcrjing account of activities at the State Prison ca the 
evening of Juns 8, 10&t .

"About 6:40 or 6:45 p.a., Monday night, Juae 8, 1964* we were walk­
Ing tack up to the tunnel openins at ths control center. We were 
cessing 'tack from the recreation area. X sow Bobby Burna setting K 
ca a keg near ths tunnel opening at the control center sate. I

;\ was walking along the right side of the tunnel toward F sal G Ball. 
Mitchell, Pasta, end I was going to the hobby stag. I was cm the 
right and Parks was about even with es ea sy left, and Mitchell ' . •
was about feur or five stops behind us. Sisssas was going along 
the left Bide of the tunoal, ebout twenty or twenty-five feet

>'• behind. us. About this tin© two white guys cams frua ths direction

white cloth hoods oror their heads and faces# X did not knew 
ttea. One had two holes for eyes sad one had one hole# Both

SEARCHED.-

SERIALIZED^

iW 196 

yi — KANSAS C

tad knives and they were yelling and slashing at tastes, but I 
did not see these Mt anyone. Ircates were mining every direction. 
Scmscs© back toward the tunnel Guc-ning yelled, *I’n going to kill 
all of you*. I turned, end looted tack toward the opening. I I A 
saw Parks grab his tack aei right side and I caw Bcuglas tacking ' 
GKay from Parks. Eq lad a bloody knife in his right hand. I 
thought Parks uas struck twice as he was holding Ms back with 
both hands. Pasta started swinging. I tan between Ma sad Billy 
Burta. Euzta did not have a task on tat ho tad a knife that was 
long and looked like a butcher knife in Ms ri^it teed. So drew 
the taife bock end. took three or four sto^o toward ee cad stopped. 
Eo looked curpriced. Thea a guy with a rag over his face grabbed.
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Colonel Carter
Harden Each/—
Prosecuting Attorney, Colo County

September 28, 196k
Stabbing of colored nan - June 8, 196k - Kisscarl State Prison.
- 2 ' . / ' ■ . ‘ <

es with hia left hand. and. he drew back a knife with his right 
I throned up my hand anti knocked the knife away. I also knocked 
his head and cask bock cad caw that his tapper front teeth wore 
missing. He ven blond headed. I don’t knew this fellow’a naae, 
but I see him in the yard occasionally. Before I started rennins 
I saw Simons. Eh hollered, *0h my lord’, or ’Oh my god’. Ea 
was running toward the tunnel opening. Burke taa sloshing at 
Sissons’ back with a bloody knife. I saw Chester Eley swinging 
a bloody knife but I did not see hia cut enybedy. Eb was over 
close to Siemens end Burke. Eley has a habit of wearing a hand­
kerchief around his neck. Ea bad it pulled up into a cask when X 
Gaw hia with the knife. I knew hia by hia 03123 and hair. Every­
body took off running. I coxae beck totted the tunnel opening and 
helped Mitchell through the centre! center gate and on to the 
hospital. I recognised Eley, Bougies, ana Burka and could point 
out the fellow with no front teeth. I do not know who ths other 
two follows was”.

3. Casks stated that the above infbre&tioa was tree to the best of hia knew- 
lodge and that he would testify in court*

C. C. Maddox:
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2, Brunner gave ths follcving account of his activities ted. observances on 
ths evening of Juno 0, 1964: ’ ' '

• Stabbing c? colored nan * Jme 8, 1964 * Missouri State Prison

Cassanding Officer, Stoop P ' ’ . " ' .
Missouri State Eighvay Patrol ■ ■ .
Jei^erscn City, iilss^ .’ .5 " ' ' -.'

MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL

1* On the afternoon of Septecfeer 24, 1964, the underfilled. officer inter­
viewed Jee HOary Bruder $03234, sa iasate of the Missouri State Prison. She 
interview was held in the prison office of Major Poiry. Estamer is a white 
rale subject, age 28, fres Sioux City, Iowa. He was sentenced to the Missouri 

' Stats Prism on Kay, 1959? for a seven year tera for burglary end larceny frea
St. Joseph, Missouri. Se was sentenced again, in Ir^, two years, for escape 
froa Cols County, Missouri. lie has other convictions as fallows: in 1953 a 
one year sentence for burglary in the State ci Oregon, in 1954 a throe year 
sentence; for burglary in the Stets of Seras, in 1957 a two year sentence for 
strong ana robbery in the State of OJslabssa. Emsasr bus a sixth grade 
education* .

“At 6*35 pea., Juns 8, 1954, Mom-day evening, we were moving through 
the tunnel toward F nod G Fall ceasing fTcsi the ball field. I was 
back about xald-way of the greu© which tec in two Ucoo with a few 

■ valuing la the Biddle* When I got aroynd the cozEer, almost to ths 
chapel door, I tea? Cheater ELoy drop out of ths lira end stand up 
egsixist ths roil. About that ties ba pulled a pillow case sask 
with holes for eyes down over bis face. S think he took it cut 
of his shirt. Ee hod a knife in his right haul end he yelled, 

■ ’Lot’s get thsoc niggers’. Ifathing started until he yelled. Ehls
colored boy had just pasted Eley aad ha tuissed to run back toward 
the control center. As he got within reach, Eley stuck him in 

..' tea lower right part of Ms hack about belt high. Ha Biased his
tfcn second mips and cut his shirt. Els colored bay ran cn toward 
ths corner end fell to the floor on his basis end knees. Eley 
tried to cut bin again Inst the colored bey got stray and ran toward 
the tunnel opening. Another colored saa casse running and screaMns 
froa F find G Hall down the tunnel toward tee control tower end Eley 
took a swipe st his and sieood. Eley tad 3 knife about fourteen . 
inches long with a slender blade. Eh teres# tee knife into tea 
teower roca Just off of tee tun-tel. About ths care tins I saw 
Brisks threw a csaHer knife with blood, on it In tea skewer roos. 
X did not know either of ths colored beys”# .
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