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or group of persons had or were even @@nt@mplating placing a
bounty on MARTIN LUTHER KING.

SERO stated that after being returned to Tennessee
he was sentenced to three years for uttering forged checks and
was incarcerated in the Tennessee State Penitentiary at Ft.
Pillow. He said he believes he also related this same '
speculative conversation to inmates at the Ft. Pillow Prison.

SERO described JAMES EARL RAY as a "hayseed” and a
"born loser.” He said that to his knowledge RAY had never
successfully gotten away with any criminal offense, and
it was his belief that RAY had been detected and apprehended
following each of his criminal offenses. He said it was his
recollection that RAY had a great dislike for Negroes but he
cannot recall that he particularly disliked MARTIN LUTHER KING,
He said he would not describe RAY as a loner but would simply
say he would not know how to make friends or how to mix with
other persons. He said that RAY was a regular user of ampheta-
mines in prison but he did not know him to use other narcotics,
and he recalled that RAY had mentioned taking narcotic pills
prior to being incarcerated.

SERO said that RAY has a deep need for recognition
and that he idolizes notorious criminals who are the subjects
of wide-spread publicity. He said that when he considers
RAY’s need for recognition and then comsidershis dislike for
Negroes, it is believable that RAY might have killed MARTIN
LUTHER KING for no monitary gain.

Be said that RAY had no important criminal connections
te his knowledge as crimimals of this type would not bother
to associate with RAY, He said RAY never talked about his
family but did indicate on one occasioen- that he had friends in
Kansas City, Missouri. SERO said he has not heard from RAY
since he left MSP, and he has ne idea where he might be at
present.
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“

RE JOHN LARRY RAY:

0

RE INTERVIEWED TODAY. APPEARED COOPERATIVE. SAID BROTHER
ERRY ARRIVED NINE THIRTY AM APRIL THIRTY. THEY TALKED WITH
®ROL PEPPER OF HARASSMENT BY REPORTERS. JERRY SAID IF IT
ONTINUED HE ¥OULD QUIT JOB. JERRY LEFT FOR CHICAGO ELEVEN
K MAY FIRST. JOHN HAD NO REASON TO BELIEVE JERRY OR CAROL
ONTACTED OR HEARD FROM SUBJECT SINGE ESCAPE. JERRY SAID IS
GLY MEMBER OF FAMILY WITH STAELE ADDRESS KNOWN TO SUBJECT. WHO
WS NOT MOVED SINGE ESCAPE. ADMITTED SENDING MONEY TO SUBJECT
N PRISON AS SUBJECT HAD DONE SAME FOR HIM. UNABLE TO RECALL
PECIFIC DATES OR AMOUNTS. BELIEVED IF SUBJEGT KILLED KING HE
¥AS EITHER CRAZY OR PAID. IF CRAZY, HOULD NOT CONTACT FAMILY.
F'FOR MONEY, WOULD NOT CONTACT AS WOULD NOT NEED HELP, AND WOULD
P ROBABLY BE KILLED BY PAYER. BELIEVED SUBJECT BECAME NARCOTICS
\SER IN ARMY AS HAS NOT SEEMED RIGHT SINCE. KNEW OF NO CLOSE
RIENDS OF SUBJECT. NO IDEA OF SUBJECTS WHEREABOUTS. WELCOMED
ECONTACT AT ANY TIME.
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