KC 880449

EANSAS CITY
AP RAWSAS CITY, MISSOURY
Will continue to contact logical informants foi
any information which might lead to the location of the
subject, ‘
ADMINISTRATIVE:
On Yovember 15, 1557, DCROTHY WALKER, Clerk,
U. S. Post Offics, Alton, Illirecisg, advised SA RUBERT C.

BAINES that records of that cffice coantaln po removal
notice on file for WILLIAM MAHER,

INFORMANTS
| . The Zollowing were contacied on the dates
indicated by SA JOSEPH L, KISSIAY in a negative effort to
develop infermation regarding the subject:
"PCY JAMES C. BOYD, on 10/24 and 11/21/87.
KC 473-C, on 11/17, 12/4 snd 12/21/67.
PCI J. W. JOWES, 11/17 and 12/1/67.
- PCI RENRY C, MC FAD, 11/17 and 12/11/67.
PCI HPLEN GRAYSON, 11/21/67.
PCI JOE F, ROSS, 11/21 and 12/5/67.

IC 601-C, 11/24 and 12/18/67.
B$ .
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KC 88-9449

Penitentiary, Joliet, Illinols, on June 13, 1952, on the
charge of robbery io serve a ono to itwo year sentence on
a plea of guilty from Cook County, Xliinois RAY was
released upon expiraticn of a short term sanuenca on
March 12, 1€54,

Subject listed relatives as follows:
Father, GEORGRE BAY, doceased.

Mother, Mrs. LUCILLE EYAN, 214 Spring Streez,
Quiney, Xllinois.

| Brothers, JOEN and JERRY, both at home with
mother,

Correspondence file was checked and determined
the only person who corresponded with subject while he was
incarcerated at the Pontiac Prison was his mother, Ilrs.
LUCILLE RYAN.

Subject, while incarcerated, had no visiltors.

Becordz Iail to reveal any associates or former addresses

for subject.

By communication dated November 24, 1967, the
Springfield Cfifice advised as follows:

The following invemtigation was conducted by
SA ROBERT €, HAINES:

AT ALTON, ILLINOIS:
‘Rocords of the Alton Police Department and the

Credit Bureau of Alton were reviewed on Hovember 15, 1847,
and found to c&ntaia no reference for the subject ox his

fathc‘- ¥ GT’G*& 3 PﬁAYa -

It is noted that at the time of his admission te
thﬂ U. S. Penztenﬁ;ary, Leavenworth, Kansas, RAY indicated
his fatherand mother were both doceased
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KC 88-90449 ..

Investigaﬁion at 1118 ®ast 7th Street to locate
‘and interview WILLIAM MAHER disclosed that the house is
ROW vacant.

A reviow of the records of the Alton Police
Department and the Credit Bureau of Alton in connection
with VWIILIAN KMAEER was uaproeductive in developing: infornatlon
concerning his current vhereabouts. : :

Records of the Illinolisz Bell Telephone Ccmpany and
a review of the City Directory of Alton, Illinois, and of
Wood Biver - Fast Alten ware unproductive with regard to
MAHER,
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KC 88-0449 .

KANSAS CITY DIVISION
Wt

Reinterview supervisory employees of the subject
and fellow ipmates of the subject at the Missouri State
Prison for any possible additional information they may be
able to furnish regarding the subject's escape and
his possible destination, associates and friends,

N

AT EANSAS CITY, MISSOURI:_%yﬁbN

AT JEFFERSOW CITY, NISSOURI'

1. At the Federal RecordsTCenter, review the U. S,
Penitentiary file of VWALTER TERRY RIFE, USP #72497-L, an
assoclate of the subject, for any background or other infor-
mation which might assist in the location of the subject.

2. Contlnub contact of in;ormants, employnment
~agencies and other logical sources ox 1n¢ormauion in an
effort to locate the subject

ADMINISTRATIVE:

On 11/29/87, SA ROBERT F. PEVAKOUSE, of the Chicago
Office, wmade inquiry at the U, S. Post Office, Wheeling, -
Illinoisg, with negative results in an effort to develop
information regarding the subject,

On 2/7/68, Mr. A, E, FIFEHOUSE, Manager, Missouri
State Employment Service, 1411 Walnut Street, Kansas City,
Missouri, whose files are confidential, checked for the nane
of the subject with negative resultis.,
INFORMANTS:

The following were contacted on the dates indicated

by Special Agent JCSEPH L, KISSIAH with negative results to
develop informatlon regarding the subject:

PCI HENRY C. McFAD, on 12/23, 12/26/67; 1/19/68 and
- 2/7/68,
B
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KC 88-9449

PCI' HELEN GRAYSON, on 12/26/67; 1/19/68 and 2/8/68.

PCI JAMES CCLEMAN BOYD, on 12/26/67; 1/19/68 and'2/5/68,
- PCI JOE 7. ROSS, on'12/29/67; 1/19 and 30/88, and 2/19/68.

'KC 473-C, on 1/3, 18 and 29/68, |

EC ﬁclmc; on 1/8/68,

PCI J., W. JONES, on 1/8 and 1/31/68. ’

C
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Copy to:

‘ Report of:

Date:

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

SA JOSEPH L, KISSIAH Office: KANSAS CITY
February 23, 1968 :

Field Office File #: KC 88-29449 Bureau File #: 88-41730

Title:

Character:

. Syropsis:

JAMES EARL RAY

!

UNLAVFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY FIRST

Investigation by Springfield and St, Louis Offices
in effort to locate relatives and associlates of
subject unproductive, Chicago Office has located
JERRY RAY, N orthbrook, Xll., subject's brother,
who described subject as drifter and has no know-

" ledge of present whereabouts, Other relatives
identified, Additional investigation Missouri
State Penitentiary, and Kansas City, Mo,, set out.
ARMED AND DANGEROUS, - .

DETAILS:

By communication dated December 21, 1967, the
St. Louis Office advised as follows:

The following investigation was conducted by
Special Agent CLETIS B, BIDEWELL at St. Louis, Missouri:

A check of the St. Louis City Directory reflected
no address listed for 1135 South Tenth Street. A visual
inspecticn of the area revealed no residence addresses on
the west or odd-numbered side of the 1000 block of South
Tenth Street. The highest odd-numbered address in this
block was 1133, which is a business establishment which was
built a few years ago.

This document contafns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It {s the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. .
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An inspection of the St, Louis City Directories
and St. Louis Telephone Directory listed a LUCILLE RYAN,
4992 Lansdowne, an employee of the Land Clearance and Housing
" Authority, who was determined not to be identical with any
relative of subject RAY.

Also listed was a Mrs, LUCILLE RYAN, 8747 New
Hampshire, who also advised upon intevview she was not a
relative of subject JAMES EARL RAY, :

By communication dated December 29, 1967, the
Chioago Office advised as follows:

The follow1ng investigation was conducted by Special
Agent ROBERT F. PEVABOUSE:

On November 29, 1967, Chief MARVIN HORCHER, Wheeling,
Illirois, Police Dep“rbm nt, adv1oea a check of hlS records
failed to reveal any record for subject or JERRY RAY.

On Deceumber 12, 1967, Mrs, RUTH MEYEZR, Palatine,
Illinois, Credit Bureau, which maintains listings in Wheeling,
Illinois, advised a check of their records failed to reveal
any information concerning subject or JERRY RAY,

On December 18, 1967, Chief HORCHER, Vheeling,
1111n01s Police D@partmﬁnt advised hLe had been unable to
locate any additional 1nxormation concerning a JERRY RAY,
however, he will continue to make inquiries to determine if
he can locate JEIRRY RAY.

By communication dated January-4, 1968, the Spring-
field Office advised as follows:

G
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On November &8, 1567, Hiss ELIZABETH ROTH, Quincy -
Credit Bureau, advised that the files of the Ouincy Credit
Buregu.-indicated JAMES EARL RAY resided at 1403 Cherry
Street, Quincy, Illinois, in 1948 and that her files
contained nothing on JAMES EARL RAY since 1943,

On November 20, 1367, Mrs. MARION A, REND, 2141
Spring Street, Quincy, Illinois advised that she has resxded
at present addreso for serveral years and that the names
JAM?S BARL RAY AUD LUCILLE BVAN meant nothing to her.

On November 20, 1967, CHARLES A, HEIDVREDER, 215
Cak Street, Quincy, ‘]in01s, advxspd that be has bsen at
present adaress for S°V@fal years and the namss of
JAMES EARL RAY and LUCIL RYAN meant nothing to him,
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By communication dated February 8, 1968, the Chicago
Office advised as follows:

The follow1nv 1nvestigat10n was conducted by Special
Agent ROBERT F, PEVAHOUSH:

On January 23, 1968, Chief MARVIN HORCHER, Wheeling,
Illinois, Police Department, advised he had determined a
JERRY RAY had resided at 2897 Techny Road, Northbrook,

- Illignois, but he does not know if JERRY RAY still resides at

that address or if he is the brother of the subject.

On Janmuary 23, 1968, inquiry at 2897 Techny Road,
Northbrook, Jllinois, revealed the present residents have
lived there since October, 1967, although there was a JERRY
RAY yesiding there prior to that time. They bad no informa~

~tion as to the present location of JERRY RAY.

On February 7, 1968, JERRY BAY was located and inter-
viewed at the Sportman's Country Club, 3535 Dundee Road,
Northbrook, Illinois, where he is employed and resides, He
advised he is the brothexr of subject but has seen subject
only thyxee times in the last 15 years, that being the three
times he visited subject at the Missouri State Penitentiary,
Jefferson City, Missouri, Ie advised subject left howme about
the time he was 14 or 15 years of age and has not maintained
regular contact with any of the family since that time, Sub-
ject has always been a driiter and he has no knowledge of
friends or associates .of subject with whow he might be in
contact., Their father, GEORGE RAY, and their mother, LUCILLE
RAY, separated and LUCILLh was subs guently known as LUCILLE
RYAN, Both GEORGE RAY and LUCILLE RYAN are now deceased, He
has no aunt by the name of LUCILLE RYAN and anyone by that
namz. would have had to been their mother. He has another

brother, JOIV RAY, who is single and a drifter, travelling
and changing jobs fregquently., He has no regular address but

as of three days ago, was staying at the Mc Arthur Hotel on
Broadway Street, St. Louis, Missouri, He had a younger
brother, FRANK, who was killed in an automobile accident four
years ago, He also has a sister, Mrs, ALBERT (CAROCL) PEPPER,
who just moved from 712 Shenandoah, St, Louis, Missouri, to
Bellview, a suburb of 8t, Louis, but he does not have the
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
ROWEN B. AYERS:

AT JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI:

On February 1l; 1968, Warden HAROLD SWENSON, Missouri .
State Penitentiary, advised he has received no further
information which might aid in locating JAMES EARL RAY. He
said he had disposed of all of his notes regarding the original
investigation of this escape. He said, for this reason, he
could not furnish the names of any person or persons, who
had furnished him with details regarding either the escape
of RAY, or his possible whereabouts. He said the investigation
had been handled by Captain DENTON STEELE and Major BERNARD
POIRY.

On February 1, 1868, Captain STEELE said the only
information he could recall about the escape of RAY was
that his clerk, WILLIAM SOCKLE, told him it was a waste of -
time to look for RAY in the walls because he had escaped.
He said he heard this same thing "on the prison grapevine"
from others, but he did not know the source of this information
and believed SOCKLE might know. He said SOCKLE is working
at the University of Missouri Medical Center.

On February 1, 1968, Major BERNARD POIRY stated
that a GEORGE OWENS covered RAY up in a box in a bread truck
so RAY could get out of the walls. He said there was another
inmate involved, but he could not recall his name.

On February 1lu, 1968, Major POIRY further advised
he could not recall the name of the other inmate refered to
by him. He said the investigation, as far as he was concerned,
left no doubt that RAY got into a bread box for Church Farm
and was covered by another inmate and gained access to an "out
truck"., After he cleared Jefferson City, RAY apparently got
out of the truck and departed. Major POIRY said he has not
developed any information as to the whereabouts of RAY.
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AT COLUMBIA, MISSOURI:

] On February 15, 1968, WILLIAM SOCKLE, Sunset
Trailer Court, formerly an inmate of the Missouri State
‘Penitentiary, said he worked with RAY in the kitchen for a
time. He said he also knew him well later because he took
his meals in the kitchen, as a clerk, and RAY was there

most of the time at meals. He said RAY talked all the time
about escaping and "getting out of the area". He did not have
any associates and did not divulge his plans to others,
SOCKLE could not recall that RAY ever said where he would go
if he escaped. SOCKLE said all he knew about the background
of RAY was that he "fell” from St. Louis. He said RAY is
gquite intellectual and would be hard to find. He said he
tried to- escape on previous occasions, but was not deterred.
He did not recall telling Captain STEELE that RAY had left
the walls, but said this was possible as all the inmates

who knew RAY, knew that he had left, in spite of the fact
that he had previously "hidden out" within the walls.

- SOCKLE said he could not suggest the name of any
inmate or others who might furnish information regarding
the whereabouts of subject.

8
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AT KANSAS CiTY, MISSOURI:

Cn January 18, 1968, Miss FRANCES M., ZIMMERMAN,
U. S. Parole and Probation Office, 419 U, S. Post CGffice
and Court House, made available a presentence repoxrt regard-
ing subject JAMES EARL, RAY, which had been prepared by that
office on April 286, 1953. This report reveals that the
subject on April 1, 1855, had entered a plea of guilty to an
Information charging him with forging United States Post
Cffice Money Orders, His companion in forging a large
number of these money orders in numerous states was WALTER
TERRY RIFE, who also entered a plea of guilty to a similar
charge after which both he and the subject were sentenced
on July 1, 19855, in EKansas City, Missouri, to the Federal
Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas Both wexre appavently
released from that institution on April 5, 1958,

A further review of the files of the U, S8, Parole
Office indicates that after the subject's releage from the
U. S. Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, he reportedly
returned to the Kansas City, Hissouri, area briefly to reside
at the Blackstone Hotel and to contact the lissouri State
Employment Service regarding employment possibilities.
Accordingly, the following individuals were contacted on the
indicated dates in a negative effort to develop information
regarding the current location of the subject:

February 7, 1968
- Mrs, GLADYS HANSEN
Blackstone Hotel, 817 Cherry Street

February 8, 1968
Mrs., MAPuARLT HAYS
Blackstone Hotel, 817 Cberry Streeu

February 8, 1968
Mr, SID CROW“
Casual Labor Cffice, 307 East Admiral Boulevard

February &, 1968
Mr, CA4V1N FPROCTOR
Palmer Hotel, 408 East Ninth Street

'February 13, 1968
Mr., TFRED LAWRENCE
Identification Division, Kansas City, Missouri,
Police Depaxrtment.

Qs
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Upon viewing a photograph of subject, she denied being related
to this individual and stated she had never seen him. When
questioned concerning her husband's employment, she advised
he worked for some hardware store and stated she was unable

- to furnish the name or address of this business place.

In view.of Mrs, PEPPER's uncooperatlve attitude
. the interview was terminated.

on 3/20/68, Mr. and Mrs. ERNEST M. COOK, 712 Shenandoah,
were interviewed. They advised after viewing subject's photo~
- graph they had never observed an individual resmbling him
visiting the PEPPERS who had resided upstairs over their
apartment for a period of several months up until two or '
three months ago. They advised that an individual reportedly
‘a brother of Mrs. PEPPER had visited the PEPPERS on various
occasions and that he and his family supposedly resided ‘in the
St. Louis area. They stated this individual dld not resemble
subject in their estimation.

They further advised that an individual referred to
as "DADDY" by Mrs. PEPPER visited the PEPPERS on numerous
occasions and this person reportedly recently bought a home
and moved to Poplar Bluff, Mo., or somewhere in the Poplar
Bluff area. ‘ :

When questioned concerning other relatives or close
associates of the PEPPER family, they advised that JAY and
ROSEMARY SHIRLEY and their three children, SHERILL, JAY and
ANNETTE, had been frequent visitors at the PEPPER home.

They were of the opinion that Mrs. SHIRLEY was the sister

of ALBERT PEPPER. This family had resided at the 712 A
Shenandoah ad¥ess prior to the time the PEPPER family moved
in, The COOKS were of the opinion that the SHIRLEY family
had recently bought a home somewhere in the St., Louis area.
They can furnish no other information concerning the 1dent1ty
or the location of the SHIRLEY family.

- LEADS -

CHICAGO_DIVISION;

AT NORTH BROOK, ILL,:

In view of the uncooperative attitu® of subject's
sister, Mrs. ALBERT S. (CAROL) PEPPER, will reinterview
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observed the individual in a particular establishment in the
Lone Elm Road vicinity. He noted that the Lone Elm Road
vicinity had a lot of "shacks" and he got the general
impression from talking to the source that the area he had
seen this individual in would have been at a location north
of Joplin, and in an area which was accessible by Lone Elm
Road. He was pressed for specifics in this regard but could
furnish no information whatever other than '""Lone Elm Road
vicinity'", nor could he furnish under what circumstances
source had seen. this individual allegedly resembling RAY. He
stated his source had served one prison term in the past but
he did not know where he had served his time and did not
know if his source was acquainted with RAY.

Mr. ARNOLD was asked if he would recontact his
source for more specific information and he advised he would
attempt to do so., He was further requested for a time which
he could be interviewed and he again declined stating he was
too busy and that if he developed any additional information
he would contact the FBI Office at Joplin, Missouri.

Mr. ARNOLD stated that from news accounts, he got
the impression RAY was moving around and not living at any
one particular location. He then stated that from contact
with his source, he had no information indicating RAY was
actually living in any of the residences in the Lone Elm
vicinity and could not elaborate on the circumstances
surrounding his source having seen an individual who allegedly
resembled RAY.

ARNOLD advised he could furnish no additional
information.

On 4/30/68, Identification Officer EARL FORTNER, A
Joplin, Missouri, Police Department, advised SA JOSEPH W, JACKSON
that BURTON ARNOLD was a confirmed alcoholic and had been known
as a heavy drinker for years.
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