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1 | Date __4/12/68

Mr. EDWIN BODENHEIMER, 180 Clark Place,
Memphis, Tennessee, telephone number 2759844, who
stated that he operates Shelby Amnusement Company,
975 JaM@sg Memphis, Tennessee, was interviewed at
Canipe Amusement Company, 424 South Main Street by
Lieutenant J., D. HAMBY, Homiclde Bureau, M@mphis
‘Police Department, and SA FRANKLIN L, J@HNS@N. " He
£urnished the f@llowimg informations

- : Om April 4, 1968, he spent a good part of
the day with Mr. G. w. CANIPE, a competitor and persomnal
friend, and he (Mr. BODENHEIMER) was not at the Canipe

- Amusement Company at any time on the afternoon or evening

-of April 4, 1968,

He stated that as an aid in helping Mr . CANIPE
to estimate what time Mr. CANIPE returmed to Canipe
Amusement: Company on the afternoon of - April 4, 1968,
he recalled that it was 5:20 p.m. when Mr, @ANIPE
telephoned Mr. BODENHEIMER, and he would estimate that

- Mr. CANIPE could have only beemn at CANIPE's placerof ™
business a few minutes at this time, Mr. BODENHEIMER
stated he could furnish no information which would be

‘of assistance in the investigation of the sh@@ting of

Dr. MARTIN LﬂTHER KING
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NO. 2 ENGINE HOUSE,
MEMPHIS FIRE DEPARTMENT ,
474 SOUTH MAIN STREET,
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

(This section pertains to interviews,
.with firemen stationed at this house and with
police officers and sheriff’s deputies who were .
.on duty at or near this fire house as a result of
‘Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., being at the Leorraine.

Motel located in the immediate vicinity of this
engine house.)
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Date . 4/16/68

Lt. JUDSON EUGENE GHORMLEY, Deputy Sheriff,
Shelby County Sheriff's Office, a white male, age 40,
residing at 4124 Romnnie Avenue, telephone 386-6034, furnished
the following information:

On April 4, 1968, he was assigned to Tactical
Unit 10, which consxgt@d of three vehicles and twelve officers,
both Deputy Sheriffs and Memphis Police Officers. The
Deputy Sheriffs,in addition to GHORMLEY assigned to Tactical
Unit 10 were WQ'JQ BERRY, R. M. BAKER, W. A, DU FOUR, V., V.,
DOLLAHITE, and R, W. MALEY. Memphis Police Officers assigned
to Tactical Unit 10 were Officers DOUGLASS, GROSS DURNN,

" LANDERS , WRIGHT and MORBES

At about 6 00 PM on Aprll 4, 1968, Tactlcal Unit 10
had stopped at the Memphis Fire Degartmenﬁ Engine House
located at Main and Butler, about 5 block southwest of the
Lorraine Motel, and the unit was in that location when a
Negro male detective ramn into the fire statiomn and stated
that Doctor KING had been shot. Upon hearing this, the
members of Tactical Unit 10, including GHORMLEY ran east
on Butler to Mulberry and north omn Mulberry toward the
Lorraine Motel. While en route, GHORMLEY observed a number
of Negro males and females standing on the balcony of the
motel pointing towards a building west of the motel, the
front of which was located on S. Main Street.

GHORMLEY saw Officer DU FOUR running up the stairs
of the Lorraine Motel toward the balcony where Doctor KING's
body was lying. DU FOUR was followed closely by Officer
BAKXER. DU FOUR and BAKEE, in that ovrder, would have been the
first officers to reach XING,

GHORMLEY also saw Officer LANDERS scale a wall on
the west side of Mulberry Street amnd enter a back yard,
which he later determined to have been behind the buildings
known as 418, 4223 and 424 S. Main Street.
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Seeing the people on the balcony pointing toward
the building on Main Street, Officer GHORMLEY stopped and -
retraced his steps around the fire station and ran north
on Main Street. 43 he approached the building at 424 S.
Main, he noticed a suitcase, blue in color, a rifle box, which
was partly open and what appeared to be a blanket lying im
the doorway at 424 S. Main. He could see the barrel of a
rifle in the rifle box. At this time, a white male whose name.
he later determined was Mr. CANIPE, came to the door of 424
S. Main and advised him that a white male, who CANIPE des-
cribed as tall, a little on the heavy side, wearing a dark colored
possibly black suit, a shirt and tie, having dark colored
hair possibly black, moments before had deposited these
articles in the doorway and had then rum south on Main Street.

Using his walkie-talkie radio, GHORMLEY advised
his dispatcher of the information provided by Mr. CANIPE,
He also guarded the articles lying in the doorway so no :
one would disturb them. . Uponrn talking further to Mr. CANIPE,
he learned from CANIPE thal shortly after the white male who
left the above described articles inm CANIPE's doorway, had
run scouth on Main Street, that CANIPE had noticed a white
Mustang automobile drive past that location at a high rate
of speed headed mnorth on Main. At this time, Officer GHORMLEY
again used his radio to advise- his dispatcher of this.
information.

The next officer to arrive at GHORMLEY ‘s location
was Officer DOUGLASS, who drove the station wagon assigned to
Tactical Unit 10 from its location at the fire station to
a location directly imn front of 424 S. Main where Officer
DOUGLASS double parked the station wagom and aided in guarding
the evidence left by the above described white male.

The next officer at this location was Deputy
Sheriff V., V., DOLLAHITE, who approached the location from
the north on Main Street after having apparently circled the
block. About this time, Officers from the Memphis Homicide
Squad arrived at the scene and took charge. GHORMLEY
estimated the total time lapsed from the time he heard that
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KING had been shot until he discovered the suitcase, gun and
blanket, was no more than 2 or 3 minutes. GHORMLEY does not
recall seeing a white Mustang parked along the area of S.
Main, which he covered during the time immediately following
the shooting, neither does he recall seeing anyone running
south on Main Street in this same area.

During the incident described above, GHORMLEY was
dressed in a khaki colored long sleeve shirt bearing the
insignia of the Shelby County Sheriff's Department, and dark
green uniform trousers. He was not wearing a hat or helmet..
GHORMLEY recalls that Officer LANDERS, whom he saw scaling
the wall across from the Lorraimne Motel, was dressed in
the usual Memphis Police Department uniform consisting of a
blue shirt and trousers. Officer LANDERS was not wearing a
hat or helmet. GHORMLEY recalls that there were 2 Negro males
in Canipe’s Amusement Center at the time he was talking to
CANIPE. He thinks these person may also have seen the above
described white male deposit the gun, suitcase, and blanket
in CANIPE'’s doorway and may also have seen the white Mustang
speeding north on S. Main Street imn front of CANIPE's store.
He does not know the names of these Negroes.
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Patrolman VERNON VERNARD DOLUAHITE, Patrol
Division, Shelby County Sheriff’s Office, residence.
3330 Dawn Drive, Apartment 12, home telephone
358-8067, Memphis, Tennessee, was interviewed by
Lieutenant W, S, SCHULTZ, Homicide Bureau, Memphis
Police Department, and SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON, at which
time he re-enacted his movements on the afternoon of
April 4, 1968, after he learmed that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER .
KING had been shot at the Lorraine Motel. He furnished
the following information: '

On Thursday, April 4, 1968, he was assigned
to Tactical Unit Ne. 10, @@nsxsting @f 12 men, half of
- whom were Deputy Sheriffs and half of whom were police
officers, which unit was located at the fire station at
Main and Butler around 6:00 p.m., when he learned that
Dr. KING had been shot.

_ : Around 6:00 p.m,, he and ether officers were

- inside the fire statiom when he heard someone yell that
Dr. KING had been shot. He immediately ran out of the
door on the morth side of the fire statiom, then ran
east toward the Lorraine Motel, jumping over a fence,
and then dropping down about a 10-foot conerete retaining
wall which runs along the west side of Mulberry Street.
‘He then ran to the driveway on Hulberry Street, which
.leads inte the Lorraine Motel,to & point beneath the -
balcony where Dr., KING's body was 1lying. He stated that
he heard an unknown Negro male at the scene say, “The
dirty m===co= fee=== police shot him,"

As he ram into the driveway, he dropped his
firearm and had to stop momentarily and pick up the
firearm, checking it briefly, and them continuing, After
‘going to the scene mear where the body was lying and
determining that other officers were converging om the
area, he immediately ran out of the driveway, running
north on Mulberry Street to Huling and west on Huling

.~ Street to Main Street, them south on Main Street. As he
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ran out of the driveway at the Lorraine Motel, he was
joined by an officer nemed MALEY, who ran alomg with him
te a driveway on the south side of Huling Street between
Mulberry and South Main Street. Officer MALEY stopped
at that point to observe, and DOLLAHITE kept running
toward Maim.

Upon reaching Main Street and turnimg south
on Main Street, he saw no pedestrian traffic whatever.
He continued running south on Main Street until he came
to Jim’s Grill, a restaurant at 418 South Main Street.
The door was standing opem., He stepped inside, looked
around briefly, seeing customers sitting around eating
and drinking, and he announced te all present that no one
should leave that restaurant until the police had arrived
and approved their leaving. the premises. He then
pulled the door to the restaurant shut and continued
running south on Maim Street.

As he came out of Jim's Grill and started
running south again, he observed some items lying in the
doorway to Canipe Amusement Company at 424 South Main.
At the time, he had no idea as to the significance of
these items lying in that doorway. He did not stop but
kept running south on Mein past Canipe'’s, going a distance
of some 20 to 30 feet before stopping. His purpose in
running past Canipe’s was ir order to look east around
the corner of the buildimg in which Canipe’s is located
to see if he could observe anyone running or any other
sugpicious activity, DOLLAHITE stating that at this time
he, of course, did not know the point from which the gun
had been fired resulting im the killimg of Br. XING.

Upon running 20 or 30 feet south of Canipe's,
he observed that there was no area at that location where
anyone could rum or conceal himself, there being some
large outdoor signs and a fence located just south of
Canipe's. In addition, he observed other officers running
north on Main on the east side of the sidewalk, coming '
from the direction of the fire station, so that these
officers would have been im a position to see anyone
running or any other suspicious activity in the general
area in which DOLLAHITE was proceeding. He themn turned
around and walked north on the east side of Maim to the
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vicinity of the doorway to Camipe Amusement Company.
About this time other officers arrived on the scene
and took up a position around the items lyimg in fromt
of the doorway to Canipe Amusement Company. Patrolman
DOLLAKHITE then walked west across Maim Street im fromt
of Canipe Amusement Company and stationed himgelf

near a blue Camaro parked on the west side of Main
opposite Canipe Amusement Company.

Patrolman DOLLAHITE advised that he is positive
that after he arrived om Main Street, and until the officers
had given their approval, no person left the area on foot.
He is equally positive that no vehicle sped away from the
area around Canipe Amusement Company after he arrived on
Main Street. He stated that the only time he was not in
a position to observe the activity inm the 400 block of
South Main after he first arrived there was during the
time that he stepped into Jim's Grill. He stated, however,
that he was in this grill only momentarily and he is B
certain in his own mind that he was not im Jim's Grill
long enough for anyone to have run from either of the
exits to a rooming house at 422% South Main and thereafter
run to an automobile and leave the scene without his
having seem such activity.

With regard to the owner of Canipe Amusement
Company, a white man, and two customers inside Canipe :
Amusement Company, two Negro males, he stated that he saw a11
three of these persons and was with a group of officers who
were talking to these individuals. He stated, however,
that as he ran south on Main before leaving Canipe
Amusement Company, he did not see the white male, Mr.
CANIPE, step out onto the sidewalk. He stated that since
he was alone and one of the first officers to arrive in
this area, his essential purpose was first to attempt to
observe and locate any suspicious person who might be
attempting to leave the area, and secomdly, wherever he
saw any people in business houses er otherwise, he
instructed them to remain where they were so that officers
later checking the area would have an opportunity to;
interview everyome who was in the area as soon as possible.

Patrolman DOLLAHITE advised that after other
officers had arrived in front of Canipe Amusement Company,
and after he had learmned durimg the conversation that
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one or more of the three persons inside Canipe Amusement
Company reported hearing the "squealing” of tires as a
white Mustang sped away from the area, he observed what
he regarded to be skid marks at a point approximately

one car length south of the doorway to Canipe Amusement
Company. Imn pointing out the gemeral area where he :
observed these skid marks, Patrolman DOLLAHITE observed ‘
that there is space for three automobiles to park between
the first driveway south of Canipe Amusement Company

(on the east side of Main) and a no parking zone around

a fire plug just to the north of this driveway. He
stated that he would estimate that the skid marks which
he observed were made by an automobile parked im the
center parking area, assuming all three parking spaces
were filled at the time.

As to automobilles parked on the east side eof
Main in the area in front of Canipe Amusement Company at
the time he arrived om the scene, he stated he cannot
now recall a description of the vehicles which he did
see, However, he does recall observing about a 1962
red Chevrolet station wagon which bhe believes was parked
in the first space south of the above-mentioned driveway.
He advised that he was also under the impression he had
seen this station wagon at another point just north of
this driveway and possibly the owner had moved the car
later on during the evening. He stated that there was an
automobile parked directly im £romnt of Camipe Amusement
Company, but no automobile parked in the space immediately
behind the car in fromt of Canipe Amusement Company. :
It was in this blank space, or the number two position
south of Canipe Amusement Company, that he sew what he
thought to be skid marks and which appeared to have been
made as a car pulled away from that position going north
on Main Street.

Patrolman DOLLAEITE advised that he had his
firearm in his band at all times when he was in the 400
block of Main Street, and if the witnesses in Canipe
Amusement Company reported seeing a Deputy running south
on Main carrying a firearm, then undoubtedly these
witnesses were referring to him, Patrolmam DOLLAHITE,
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TORRENCE N, LANDERS, Patrolman, Memphis Police
Department, furnished the following information:

On the afterncon of April 4, 1968, he was a
member of Mobile Tactical Unit Tenr which consisted of 3
vehicles. Shortly prior to 6:00 PM, theunit stopped at the
fire station located in the 400 block of S. Main Street
at E. Butler Avenue. Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., was
staying at the Lorraine Motel at the time, and the motel was
located approximately one block from the fire station.
At approximately 5:50 PM on April 4, he heard a sharp sound
which resembled a firearm being discharged, however, no
one else paid any attention to the noise and he paid no
further attention to it, howesver, a few moments later someone
in the fire station announced that Doctor KING had been shot.
He immediately left the fire station by the door on the
northwest corner, ran along side the station to a retaining
wall in back of the station which is also Mulberry Avenue. : !
He and another officer jumped down onto Mulberry Street
and ran to the Lorraine Motel where a group of Negroes
were gathered on the walk beneath the balcony. There was
a great deal of turmoil, and he asked one of the men
present , from what direction the shot was fired. This individ-
ual pointed to the second floor windows of a rooming house
ot S. Main Street and said, "from over there." ‘

Officer FLANDERS immediately left the motel omn
foot, ran across Mulberry Street, and leaping on an
empty 58 gallon drum which was on the sidewalk, he boosted
himself up onto the top of a retaining wall. He then searched
the ground in back of the rooming house for footprints,
however, he found none with the exception of 2 footprints
near a cellar door. It had rained the previous day and
the ground was soft and any footprints would have been easily
noted. Just a few minutes later, he was joined in the search
by a deputy sheriff, who was Wearing a light colored helmet.
LANDERS mtated that h@ himself, had no hat and he was wearing
a light blue @hirt no tie, and damk blue trousers.
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The ground level premises in the area were immedzatelyj 

S@ar@h@d however , nothing was revealed or noted connected
to this imve@tlgation, He also advised that in a matter of
a few minutes the area was swarming with officers who sealed

off the area in a effort to apprehend the imdividual responsin-lwk

ble for shooting Doctor KING, He reiterated that he is

positive if anyome had been across the street from the ' ‘J,ﬁ

Lorraine Motel in the area behind the rooming house in the
400 block of S, Main Street, he would have been able to

observe the imdividualls footprints, however, none were noteqw¥  
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CHARLES ELVIN STONE, 584 Orchard Drive, Memphis,
Tennessee, was interviewed at. the Number Two Engine House,
Memphis Fire Department; 474 South Main Street. STONE advised
that he is a member of the Memphis Fire Department, and has been
in this employment for the past three years. He stated that he was
on duty at the Firehouse on April 4, 1968, and was a witness
to the shooting of DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING. He stated that at
approximately 6:00 p.m. on that date, he was in the rear locker
room of the Fire Department, and was looking out the back
window across the street to the motel where DR, KING was staying.
He advised that DR, KING was standing on the balcony outside
of his hotel room, and was talking to another individual below
the balcony. STONE stated that there was another man standing to
the right of DR, KING, and a number of other individuals located
in the courtyard directly below the hotel room of DR. KING,

STONE stated that as KING was talking to the individual
below him, & shot rang out, and DR, KING fell over backwards.
STONE stated that he was stunned for a few seconds, and after
realizing what had happened, ran inside to the center of the
firehouse, and told both the other firemen and the police
officers that were in the firehouse at that time that DR. KING
had been shot., At first the officers thought that YTONE was
joking, but one of the other firemen came rushing in saying the
same thing. At that instance, all of the police officers :
rushed out of the firehouse in an attempt to cut off the area
in which the shooting occurred. STONE stated that at approximately
ten seconds later, he went out the side door of the Fire Department
and proceeded towards Mulberry Street,; the street on which
DR, KING's motel was located., STONE atated there was mass
confusion at the hotel as people were running to see what had
happened, and the only ones he saw on the street at that time
were the police officers who were converging on the area. STONE
stated that he did not notice any white man in the area
immediately after the shooting nor did he notice any individual
wearing a white hood, STONE stated that after a few minutes,
he walked to the fromt of the Firehouse, but stated that he did
not observe any white Mustang on Front Street or in that vicinity.
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STONE also advised that he did not notice a Mustang of
that type neax the Firehouse at any time during that day.

STONE stated that with him in the locker room:at the-
time of the shooting were Lieutepnant LOENNEKE and Fireman KING,
both members of the Fire Department, and a Negro police B '
officer, Officer RICHMOND, STONE stated that all of these
individuals wererwatching the hotel room at the time DR, KING
was shot, and all saw the actual shooting. STONE stated that
from the sound of the shot, he thought it came from the parking
lot located north of the Fire Department, but that it could
have been slightly further north. ‘ :

STONE advised that he was unable to furnish any positive
information concerning the individual who fired the shot killing
- DR, KING, Vi : :

.o IR ¥
HEES
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Mr. GEORGE W, LOENNEKE, 1390 Smythe, Memphis,
Tennessee, was interviewed at the Memphis Police Department,
and furnished the following information:

LOENNEKE stated that he is a Lieutenant at the
Memphis Fire Department, and is regularly assigned to Fire
Station Number 2, located at 474 South Main Street. He advised
that he was on duty at this location on April 4, 1968, LOENNEKE
stated that at approximately 6:00 p.m. on that date he was
standing, looking through a peephole in a newspaper, which
had been placed over the window on the rear door of the fire
‘station. He stated that he was in the locker room at the
rear of the station, and with him was a Negro police officer,
Officer RICHMOND, and ancother fireman named WILLIAM KING.

LOENNEKE went on to state that as he approached his
locker, which was to the right of the window, Officer RICHMOND
called him and said, "DR. KING is fixing to leave his' hHotel
room.'" LOENNEKE stated that he then asked Officer RICHMOND to
let him look at KING, as LOENNEKE had not seen DR, KING for
approximately two years. While LOENNEKE was looking through the
peephole of the window, he saw DR, KING standing and leaning
against the rail, looking down to the parking lot, saying
something to another Negro male. Individuals by the name of
BABY JESUS and Reverend BEVEL were standing to the extreme right
of DR, KING. LOENNEKE stated that as DR, KING turned slowly to
his left to say something to the individual below was when the .
shot was fired. LOENNEKE advised that it appeared to him' as ‘ﬁ
though DR, KING was looking at something or someone that fired '
the shot, LOENNEKE immediately turned to Police Officer RICHMOND,
and stated, '"DR, KING has been shot.' He stated that Officer
RICHMOND went in a state of shock at the sound of this news,
and did not take any immediate action.

LOENNEKE stataed that he then ran through the apparatus
floor, telling other police officers that DR. KING had been shot.
He then went through the 1l umchkroom ©f the engine house telling
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the officers im that location that DR, KING had been shot,
A11 police officers, upon hearing the news that DR, KING had
been shot, immediately rushed out the door and proceeded in '
all directions in order to surround the motel in which

DR, KING was staying.

" LLOENNEKE further advised that after he informed the
police officers that DR, KING had been shot, he went out the
front door of the station onto Main Street; but did not
observe anyone running on Main Street or any pedestrian traffic
whatsoever, In addition, he stated that he did not see a white
Mustang on Main Street after the shooting nor did he hear the
sound of an automobile leaving in a hurried manner.

LOENNEKE stated that while he was looking through the
peephole, both before and immediately after DR, KING had been
shot, he did not see any person on Mulberry Street wearing a "
light jacket or pull-over shirt with a hood on it. He stated
that just prior to the time DR. KING was shot, two Negro females
were standing on the second flcor balcony, a short distance from
DR, KING, LOENNEKE advised that at the time DR, KING was shot,
these women started hollering in excitement, and appeared to- be
in a state of shock. He stated that both women, after realizing‘
what had happened, then began to attempt to administer help
to DR. KING, He also advised that there was a white man, without
a suitcoat and wearing black horn-rimmed glasses, who approached
the body of DR, KING, and then left to obtain more towels, which
were being used to stop the blood coming from DR, KING's body
LOENNEKE stated that he had seen this white man previously that
date with DR, KING, and assumed that he was in DR, KING's party.
Appr@ximately thirty seconds after the shot had been fired,

a Negro male appeared on the balcony, and started taking
photographs of DR, KING's body. LOENNEKE thought this odd at
the time because the individual made no attempt to assist

DR, KING, bhut was more concerned with the taking of the pictures,

LOENNEKE further stated that at the time the shot was
fired, he saw only one man in the courtyard or parking lot
beneath DR, KING's balcony, and this man he assumed was
DR, KING's personal chauffeur.

LOENNEKE advised that to the best of his knowledge the

shot that was fired came from the left of the firehouse and
from a2 position which could not be seen from the window from which
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he was observmg DR, KING, He stated that at no time did hé
see a white male running from the area, and could furnish po
p@Js:.twe mf@rmatmn c@n@emimﬂ* a p@ssslble suspect m this murder, '

LOENNEKE adwsed that he was unable to furmsh amy
addltwnal infarmati@n at this time.
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Patrolman BARNEY G. WRIGHT, M@mphi@ Police
Department, home address 4264 Dunn Str@@t Memphis, Tennessee,
advised as follows:

On April 4, 1968, he was assigned to a Tact Unit
which is an emergency unit. 7That unit consists of 3 auto=
mobiles with four police officers im each automobile.

The automobiles consisted of both Memphis Police Officers
and Shelby County Sheriff's Office Deputies. During the
day of April 4, 1968, the members of that emergency squad
did change cars from time to time so that at different times
during the day he, himself, was riding with different

police officers. Thay W@r@ doing this so that the members
of the Shelby County Sheriff's Ooffice did mnot feel that the
Memphis Police Department did mot want teo work with them.
Shortly before €:00 PM, April 4, 1968, the 3 cars making up
the emergency squad or Tact Unit parked in the driveway

of the fire station at Main and E. Butler Streets. That fire
station i® located south of the rooming house from which

the shot which killed Doctor HARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,, was
believed to be fired., A fenced im parking lot i®s located
between the fire station and that bullding. The 3 vehicles
making up the emergency squad were parked facing Main
Street. Two of the vehicles were side by side, and the
third vehicle was dir@Qtly behind one of th@ 2 cars which
faced onto Main Street. y

He was gitting in the lounge of the fire station
at Main and E. Butler Streets shortly before 6:00 PM
reading a newspaper when he heard rattling of the plate
glass window behind him. 7The lounge area of that fire

i statlion is on the south side of the bullding. He does not
. recall hearing any shot but only the rattling of the plate
v gless window,. and immediately theresfter the other members
. in his emergency squad began running out of the north side .
| of the fire statiom building. He ran out after them and ‘
+ on the outside of the bullding he was surprised to find

\ that th@ oﬁh@r mambar@ @f his QM®wg@mey gquad w&re running
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toward their emergency vehicles. He ran to Mulberry Street,
but did not eross Mulberry Street as there is a high re- "
taining wall at Mulberry Street. As he arrived at Mulberry
Street, other members of his emergency squad had gone beyond
the retaining wall, had crossed Mulberry Street, and were

at the Lorraine Motel. They were calling out that Doctor
MARTIN LUTHER KING had been shot and the shot was believed
to have come from an apartment or rooming house morth of the
fire station. He them ran back to the emergency vehicle
which he had previously been assigned to parked im the fire
station driveway facing Main Street, and as he got into

that vehicle, Patrolman E, E. DOUGLAS also got into the

unit with him, and Patrolman DOUCLAS immediately began
putting out a radio broadcast that MARTIN LUTHER KING

had been shot.

He does not recall seeing any offlcer near Cam1pe s
Amusement Center, 424 Main Street, at the time he and Patrolman
DOUGLAS got into their emergency unit. After Patrolman
DOUGLAS radioed the message that KING had been shot, they
then drove their emergency unit out onto Main Street but
instead of turning north toward the building where the shot
which hit Poctor KING was believed to have b@en flred

they turned south on Main Street, circled around ‘the fir@ sﬁatiom‘:~-

- there, and. drove onte Mulberry Street and in front of the
Lorraime ‘Motel. They stopped momentarily in front of the
Lorraine Motel on Mulberry Street and them proceeded on
down HMulberry Street to the next street which is Huling
Avenue, and they went west on Huling Avenue and arocumd to
Main Street where they parked their emergency unit im front
of the buildimg in which the shot which hit XKING was
believed to have been fired. He and Patrolman DOUGLAS got
out of that emergency unit and tock a position across the
street from that building on Maim Street to watch for any
suspects who might come out of the building. He estimated
that it took he and Patrolman DOUGLAS from 2 to 3 minutes
from the time Doctor KING was shot until they made that
circle around the block and came back to their positiom in
front of the building on Main Street.

He was dressed in dark blue tr@u@érgv a royal blue
shirt, a dark blue tie, and a blue steel helmet. He does
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not recall anyonme im the area who might be déscribed as
wearing a light coloved upper garment, or wearing anything
which might resemble a hood. He does not recall any officers
in any of the positions along Main Street im fromnt of that
building mowrth of the fire station where he held a position
after the shooting. He does not recall Patrolman DOLLARHITE
or any other officer running past U, S. Fixtures moments after
the shooting. He does not recall seeing any officer near
Canipe’s Amusement Center, 424 Main Street, immediatdy after
the shooting. Since he and the other Hemphis Police Officers
were interchanging cars and were switching off to ride

with members of the Shelby County Sheriff's Office Deputies

im thelr 3 emergency vehicles, the only persons he cam recall
as being in the emergency vehicle which he was assigned to -
at the time of the shooting were Patrolman E., ¥, DOUGLAS
and. Lieutenant J, B, GHORMLEY,
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Date _APril 15, 1968

WILLIAM BISHOP KING, 1776 West Lloyd Circle, Memphis,
Tennessee, was interviewed at the Central Police Headquarters,
and furnlshed the following information:

KING advised he was regularly assigned to :
Number 2 Fire Station, Main and Butler, ¥emphis, and that on
April 4, 1968, he had reported to work at 7:00 a.m., and was

to work until 7:00 a.m., April 5, 1968. He advised that during
this work shift, two officers of the Hemphis police force had
been on location in the fire station comducrtiprg a surveillance
of the KING party from a door to the rear of the fire station,

KING stated that he occasionally looked through holes
torn in a newspaper which was being used to cover the rear
door and to cover the surveilling officers during this period.

‘KING stated that he had been at the window observing for
approximately ten minutes at the time DR, KING was shot. He :
advised that during this five or ten minute period that he
observed,DR. KING came out of his motel room, and stoed ' . ..
on the balcony for approximately three minutes prior to the
time he was shot. He stated that an individual was standing
on the balcony with DR, KING, and that DR, KING appeared to be
talking to someone in the courtyard. At this time, KING heard what
sounded to be a shot, and he noted DR, KING fall on the balcony.
KING advised that he thought that it was a rifle shot because. the

- sound had a zinging tone to it. Immediately DR, KING fell,

_ confusion broke cut in the motel. KING advised that he kept his
eyes on the balcony, and did not actually look arcund the area,

~and that he, himself, was in a stunned state. At this time,
someone else in the firehouse made the statement, "Let me see,"
- and he, KING, moved away from the door; and this person moved .
to the door. KING could not identify this person, and advised
that he moved back into the firehouse proper.

KING stated that at the time he was observing the
motel, that a Negro officer, a CHARLES STONE, and Lieutenant LOENNEKE
were also at the window., He stated that he could furnish no further
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names of individuals who might possibly have been observing
the motel at the time DR, KING was shot.

KING advised that he thought a shot came from his left,
and that at the time he heard the shot, that KING fell approximately
the same instant; however, KING stated he could not see any
buildings to the left of where he was standing nor could he see
the open lot to the left of the firehouse., KING advised that he
did not see anyone outside the hU11d1ng, other than those’ persons
in the KING group,prior to the shot. He also advised that .
following the shot, he did not see any policeman or any other
individual in the street before he moved away from the W1ndow,

) FING adv;sed that he. c@uld not 1dent1fy any other
persons whom he had seen on tne bnlc@ny either prior to. or
following the shéoting of DR, KING as he was not: familiax' with
these individoals by name. He does récall seeing a Negro woman
in the doorway of the motel room two doors down from the room
of DR, KING immediately after the shooting. He also recalled
that the individual standing"by DR, KING at the time of the
shot was crawling’ around on the balc@ny attempting to aid:

DE. KING. He advised that his view was restricted to either
side, and that because of the manner in which the holes were placed
in the newspaper, he could only see straight ahead to the motel,

KING could furnish no further information concerning
individuals who might have ‘been in or arcund the motel at
the time of the shooting, and could furnish no information
concerning any automobiles cutside the fire station as he: had
not gone out of the station immediately following the shooting.
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Date __4/15/68

Patrolman WILLIAM E. GROSS, Memphis Police Departm@nt9
home address 4728 Tutwiler, Hemphis, advis@d as follows:

On April 4, 1968, he was assigned to one of 3
emergency units which make up what is called a Tact Unit for
controlling any disturbances which might occur in Memphis.
Those 3 emergency units are made up of 4 men,each of both
Memphis Police Officers and Deputies of the Shelby County
Sheriff's Office. During the day of April 4, 1968, the men
assigned to those units changed from ome car to the other.
For that reason,; he does not recall who was in the emergency
vehicle with him during the late afternoom of April 4, 1968,

. except Patrolman BILL DU FOUR (phonetig) .

Shortly before 6:00 PM, April 4, 1968, the 3
emergency units parked at the fire station at Main and
E. Butler Streets, Memphis, so that they might take a rest
break. Since his wife had just gotten out of the hospital,
he went to the telephone in the fire station to call and see
how she was feeling, as the other men were taking their rest
break.  That fire station is located south of a bullding
on Main Street in which a shot which killed Doctor KING is
believed to have been fired. Between the fire station and .
that building is a fenced in parking lot with a gate in f:ﬁm:nmit;"°

"As he was talking with his wife, he saw the other
men in his emergency unit began running out of the fire
station. He does not recall hearing any shot, but he knew
something was wrong and he immediately told his wife hehad
to leave and would call her later. He ran out of the fire
station after the other men and turned east once outside the

fire station, and he ran toward Mulberry Street and the Lorraine

Motel. Since a high retaining wall is located at Mulberry
Street, he never crossed that retaining wall or Mulberry
Street, but when he arrived at that point some of the other
police officers who had crossed Mulberry and who were at the
Lorraine Motel called out that Doctor KING had been shot and
they believed the shot had come from the building north of

On

by

99
4/13/68 at _Memphis, Tennessee File 4 _ ME 44-1987
SA VINCENT H, LAMMERS
SA JOE W, PHILLIPS  JWP/bbs Date dictated _4/13/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987
2

the fire station. He ran back through that passageway
which is between the fire station and the fenced in

lot just north of the fire statiom to Main Street. When

he arrived at Main Street, he recalls there were 2 Memphis
Police Officers and also a Deputy Sheriff already on Main
Street in front of the building where the shot was believed
to have been fired from, however, he cannot identify either
of those 3 officewvs. He took wp a position in front of
Canipe Amusement {enter at 424 §. Main Street, Memphis. He
actually stood on Main Street in front of that doorway.
After he took up his position, he recalls seeing a satchel
and a rifle in the doorway in front of him. Those items
were lying on what appeared to be a green piece of cloth
material which appeared to be a blanket or bedspread. He
did not touch any of that material, nor did he go near it,
but he did watch it from his position.

Shortly after he took up his position, which was
within 2 or 3 minutes after he received the report that Doctor
KING had been shot, he remained at that spot until the in-
vestigation was completed. Immediately after he took his
position, 2 other members of the emergency squad came to the
parking lot, which was between the building in which he was
then standing and the fire station. Those cofficers went into
that parking lot and searched it thoroughly for anyone who
might be hiding therein, including a clump of bushes located
at the back of the parking lot at the retaining wall. After
they found no one hiding in that area, they came out, locked
the gate on the parking lot, and the 2 men stood there to
guard that gate.

After he had stood at his position for a short
time, an individual, who apparently was the operator of
Canipe Amusement Center, came out and informed him that he
had been ordered to the Memphis Folice Station to make a report
of what he had seen. He informed that individual that he
could not leave the area until he (GROSS) had cleared it with
his superior officer. After he cleared it with his superior
officer, he told the individual to go ahead. That man then
got into his pick-up truck which was parked on Main Street
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between the buildimg he was standing in front of amd the fire
station and drOV@ away, apparently to the p@lic@ station.

GROUSS advised that he observed Ihngpector N, E,

ZACHARY, Memphis Police Department Homicide Squad, and
an@ﬁhun @ﬂii&ur of the Homicide Squad, name unknown, come
to the area and collected the mmt@halp rifle, and green
cloth material which he had been standing in front of. He
noted they did not touch any of thowe items, but used hand-
kerchiefs to pick it up. They placed the rifle and the
satehel in the green cloth material, then they picked up
the green cloth containing the other items and took it all
to police headquarters. GROSS observed this from a distance
of approximately 10 to 15 fset.

. On April 4, 1968, he was wearing dark blue trou@erg,
a rnyal blue shirt, a dark blue tie, and a blue steel helmet.
He does not recall anyone in the area who might have been
wearing an upper garment which might be described as

white or light colored, and who was wearing an item of cloth-
ing which might be @@@@mib@d a8 a hood. He does not recall
seeing Patrolman DOLLAHEITE or any other police officer
running on Main Street near. the U, Su;Fixture@”pffiQe

mom@mﬁ@ after the shooting.

: He adviﬁ@d wh@n th@ 3 @m@rg@ncy unit@ parked by the
fire station short]y before 6 :00 PM, April 4, 1968 they parked
in the fire station driveway facing th@ unit@ t@ward south
Main Street. Two @m@rg@n@y units were parked side by side
and the third unit was parked directly behind one of the front
two. He surmised that if the person who shot Doctor KING
had fired the shot from the building north of " the fire
station on Main Stre@ﬁ, and that individual "had them run
out of the buildihg onto Main Street and had“turned south on
Main Street, the first thing that individual would have seen
would have h@@n 3 police cars in the driveway of the fire
station. Although those 3 emergency police vehicles were
unmanned, he feels that is possibly what lmppened in this
instance and that is why the suspect dropped the rifle,
satchel and green cloth blanket or bedspread, which was in
front of the Canipe  Amusement Center at 424 S. Main Street.
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1 " Date 4/6/68

Mr, CHARLES HARDY HURLEY, Advertising Layout
Department, Nat1ona1 Food Company, 1797 South Florida
Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, fumished the following information:

~ Mr, HURKEY said that he parked his car a little
south of the Canipe Amusement Company, 424 South Main Street,
Memphis, Tennessee, at 4:45 p,m,, on April 4, 1968, He said
that his car was facixg in a northerly direction and was
immediately behind a white Mustang vehicle of an unknown year,
which was immediately in front of the Canipe Amusement Company,
HURLEY said he saw one white male in the Mustang car but could
furnish no physical description of the man as it was too dark
"in the man's car to enable him to get a good look at the man,
Mr, HURLEY stated that he looked at the license plate of the
Mustang . and believed it to be an Arkansas license with the
first two letters being "AL,'" Mr, HURLEY said he ‘could not -
be positive of the two letters "AL" on the license, but he
believed these letters did appear on the license,

Mr. HURLBY said that he could furnish no further
information regarding the white Mustang .and its lone occupant
as he, Mr, HURLEY, drove away at 4:48 p,m, on April 4, 1968,
and the man was still in the car’ when -he 1eft

N

103

on 4/5/68 o _ Memphis, Tennessee File 4 Memphis 44-1987
SAs STEPHEN M, DARLINGTON ;

by and JOHN W. BAUER SMD:gmh Date dictated 4/5/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of tﬁe FBI and.is loaned to - -
~ your agency; it and its contents are mnot to be (_iistributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

- FEDERAL BUﬁEAU OF INVESTIGATION

o S bate _____4/5/68

PEGGY JANE HURLEY, customer services, Seabrook
Wallpaper Company, 421 South Main S$treet, Memphis, adV1sed
that at about 4:45 p.m., April 4, 1968, one of the girls in
the front showroom called to her and told her that her husband
was waiting on the street from her.  Upon hearing this she went
to the showroom and told the girl that was not her husband's
white Falcon but it was a white Mustang, A few minutes later
Mrg. HURLEY stated that her husband did pull up in their white
4Fa1¢on and parked behind the white Mustang which was: pafked in
front of  Canipe's Amusements directly across the street. : She left
work,erossed the street and proceeded home with her husband.
She sa;d that when they arrived home they heard- on the news that.
_MARTIN LUTHER KING had been shot at the Lorraine Hotel, and that’
the suspect had:gotten away in a while Mystang. She said that she
. and-her husband began to talk about the white Mustang which was 1
-~ parked right in front of her husband's car when he picked her
'~ up on Main Street. She said her husband told her that he noticed
that this Mustang had Arkansas license plates on it. He alsé _
said that he noticed a white man sitting in the Mustang. 'He: ‘said _
he was wearing what appeared to be a dark suit. - Mrs. HURLEY .
‘stated she did remeémber a man sitting in the car when she left
work, but she could not determine what kind of clothes he was
wearing or what color hair hé had.
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ELIZABETH COPELAND, customer servic s.qﬁeabrodw B ’% ;%%g
'~ Wallpaper Company, 421 South Main Street, Memphis: f i g

advised; i that. |
at ‘about 4:45 p.m., April 4, 1968, she saw a white car pull up -
and park across the street. She said. that she called to PEGGY
HURLEY to-'tell her that her husband had arrived as he usually: ...
did at this time daily. when PEGGY came to the front showxﬁomﬁh“
'she looked out the window and told her, ELIZABETH COPELAND, -~ -
that the ‘cdr across the street was not her husband!s: Falohn-butiwas a
Mustang.  She stated she looked again at the car and saw “there was a °
- white man with dark- halr sitting in- ‘the driver's. seat.. She added -
that she believed the man was wearing a dark colored coat. Mrs.r
'COPELAND stated Mrs. HURLEY's husband pulled up in a few minutes
and then proceeded to leave with his wife. At 5:20 Mrs, COPELAND
stated that her husband who normally picked her up daily atte:npte&
to park across the street; but the curb was completely filled with
vehicles. and he had to double park next. to the white car which.:
she thought was a Mustang. She said when her husband arrived she
left work, crossed thé street and dot in her husband's car and
left for home. She advised when she went to get in her husband's .
car she noticed that there was no one sitting in the whlte Mustang..

.
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Date .74 7/ 68

Mrs., FRANCES B. THOMPSON, Bookkeeper, Seabrook Wall
Paper Company, 421 South Main Street, ‘Memphis, Tennessee, advised
that she finished work on April 4, 1968, at approximately 4:30
p.m., and was in the company showroom at the front of the store
waiting for her daughter. She said that at about 4:30 or 4:45
p.m., she saw a white automobide drive up and park across the

street from her in front of Canipe's Amusement Company, 424 South i

Main Street, Mrs. THOMPSON said she thought the car belonged

to PEGGY HURLEY's husband and that he had come to get PEGGY; however,
PEGGY looked and said that this car was a Mustang and that Mr. HURLEY
would be drlving a Falcon° ' .

. Mrs. THOMPSON said that her daughter picked her up at
approximately 4:45 p.m., and the two of them le £t the area. She
said that when she left at 4:45 p.m., there was a white male
sitting in the front seat of the white Mustang. Mrs. THOMPSON .
was unable to furnish any other information concerning this ~
individual.
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1 . ‘ Date 4/7/68.

DAVID HARRISON OWENS Credit Manager, Seabrook .
Wallpaper Company, 421 south Main Street, Memphis, adv1sed that
on April 4, 1968, in the afternoon, he was working in the warehouse
at the rear of the store. Heé stated that at.6:00 p.m., he went
to leave the building in order to go home and he noticed that
there were policemen everywhere and there was a great deal of
noise in the street

He said he saw a lot of policemen in front of the doorway
at Canipe's Amusement Company and he assumed that there had been:
a robbery at Canipe's Amusement Company. He stated that he saw
several pollcemen looking down at an object which was lying on
the sidewalk in front of the doorway at Canipé's Amusement
Company and it appeared to be a large canvas object about twelve
inches high and five feet long. Mr. OWENS said that the object
reminded him of a large mailbag. Hé said that when he went
to leave the store with Mr. COOKSY and Mr. HOLT, they were
questioned by policemen, and were given perm1551on to leave the
area, which they did. : :
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‘ 1 . - | . Date __4/15/68

Mr. GEORGE ROWLAND HARDING, Room 3, 386% South
Main Street, advised that he is unemployed and that he is
living at this rooming house at the present time. Mr.
HARDING stated that on the afternoon of April 4, 1968, he went
to . Jim's Grill located at 418 South Main and ordered a bowl
of Chlll and a quart of beer.

‘ He further stated that he sat in the last booth
with a person by the name of HAROID PARKER who works for
Yellow Cab.

Mr. HARDING stated he was in-the grill when a pollce
_officer came to the door and instructed everyone to stay in the
- grill. He said he learned later that MARTIN LUTHER KING had
‘been shot. He said he feels certain he heard a shot, but did
not realize it was a gun that was fired at that time.

. Mr. HARDING explained that he had been sleeping
most of the day and when he awoke he was hungry. He said he
had been drinking heavily before he went to. SEep and, therefore,
was not too alert when he walked down to Jim's Grill., He stated
he does not recall seeing any cars on the street either being.
driven or parked and does not recall seeing any people on the
street before he entered Jim'’s Grill. Mr. HARDING advised he

that took place in the immediate vicinity of Jlm s Grill at
the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was shot.

cannot furnish any additional information concern;ng the activities :*
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Date 4/15/68

Mr. ROBERT D. WHEELER, 908 Emery Street, Memphis,
advised that he is employed as a driver of a lift truck for
M. E, Carter, 415 South Front Street, Memphis.

Mr. WHEELER advised that he got off work at 5:00
p.m., and walked to Jim's Grill located at 418 South Main
Street, Memphis. He stated that prior to going to Jim's
Grill hewas waitimgonthe .orner of Socuth Front Street and Huling
Street to yec a riae home, He said that when he was unable
to get a ride he started walking daown the east side of South
Main Street. Mr. WHEELER stated that when he was almost in
front of Jim's Grill he was told by someone, probably a Memphis. -
Policemanor a Deputy Sheriff, to go inside of Jim'’s Grill and
stay there and then the door was locked. :

He said he was walking alone and was not aware of any
activity in the immediate area at that time. He said some time
after entering Jim's Grill he learned that MARTIN LUTHER KING
had been shot. Mr. WHEELER stated he did not hear the shot and’
he did not see anyone running, walking or carrying anything in
the immediate area. He said he does not recall any cars parked
in the immediate area and does not recall seeing any car drive
away while he was walking down South Main Street from the
intersection of Huling and South Main to Jim’s Grill.

Mr. WHEELER advised he cannot furnish any additional
information concerning any activity that took place in that
immediate area at the time MARTIN LUTHER KING, was shot.

Mr. WHEELER said the above activity took place on
April 4, 1968
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=

A ' Mr, FRANKLIN WILSQN RAY, JRO, 3639 Allendale Road,v
';Memphls, advised he is employed as a salesman by the Tayloe
Paper company, 420 South Front Stre@to Memphis.g L

: ‘Mr., RAY advzsed he left work approximately 5230 p. me,‘
'on April 4, 1968, and walked alone directly to Jim’s Grill
‘located at 418 South Main, Memphis. He stated he walked east
‘on Huling Street toward South Main and when he reached: the
 borner of Huling and South Main he walked diagonally across
the street to Jim’s Grill.  He stated he does not recall . .
walking past any cars other tham STEVE CUPPLES® 1959 white ' - "
Chevrolet which was parked across the street from Jim's’ Grlllo
He said he recalls there was a line of white ears parked at :
" the eurb near the entrance to Jlm 'S GriIIO' _

]

- Hé said he was not aware of any actlvity in the E
neighhorhood and that he was playing pinball ‘machine and shufflew.
board machine when a deputy sheriff came to the: deoz and - L
advised that no one was to leave until further notice., He
said shertly thereafter an individual who he believed to be
with the police department came. to the dgdf, requestedqthat

- each one put their name and address on a sheet of paper
and it was at that time he learned that MARTIN. LMTHER KING
had been shot. He said he does not recall looklng out’ C
the window while playing the pinball machine and shuffleboard-
machine, but .as soon as the deputy sheriff . entered<he recalls
-locking out the window and saw STEVE CUPPLES! 1959 Chevrolet '
parked across the street and JIMMY WALKER'S: whlte‘Fairlane T
Ford parked just south of the entrance of Jim's Grlll
~added he also saw JOWERS®’ Cadillac parked dlrectly in front*
of the entrance of Jxm L] Grlll ST

S Mro,RAY stated ‘he was. con@entratxng on playing the _

_ pznball machine and shuffleboard machine and was not .aware ‘

. of any act1v1ty in the immediate nelghborhccd He said it was
not until sometime later that he learned MARTIN LUTHER KING .. .

 had been shot. He stated he did not hear the shot and cannot ' . - s
furnish any igi @rmatlon concerning the. activity in ‘the nemghbexho@d
such as people walking or rumnning, cars parked or bexng drlven ‘oF
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ROSIE LEE DABNEY, waitress, Jim's Grill, 418 South .= = . =
Main Street, Memphis, advised that on April 4, 1968, she came . . -~
on duty at abort 3:00 p.m. She stated that everything seemed’ P
normal up until about 6:00 p.m. when she heard that a shooting - .~
had occurred. She added that she saw nothing out of the L
ordinary, and could provide no further information.
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Date _APril 15, 1968

3

Mr. HAROLD E, PARKER, 1054 Meada Street, Memphis,
Tennessee, advised he is employed as a driver for Yellow Cab
Company, 581 South Second Street, Memphis, Tennessee, i

Mr. PARKER advised he got off of work at approx1mate1y
4:00 p.m. on April 4, 1968, He stated he left the cab he '
-was driving at the gas pump at approximately 4:00 p.m., checked
in with his day's proceedings, and then left in his 1959 white’
four door Rambler, License Number, Shelby County AS 6131, which is
his personally owned auto. He stated he drove this carvtoAthe ‘
area of Jim's Grill, which is located at 418 South Main Street,
‘Memphis, Tennessee. Mr. PARKER stated that it is his estimate
that he arrived at approx1mately 4:15 to 4:20 p.m, at Jim's
Grill. He commented that when he arrived, he drove past the
Grill, and parked near the intersection of Huling Street and
. South Main Street. He said he does not recall what cars were
on the street at that time, but does recall specifically that
Mr. JOWERS' Cadillac was parked almost directly in front of
Jim®’s Grill. He explained that Mr. JOWERS owns and operates '
Jim's Grill. Mr. PARKER stated he cannot recall what other
.cars were on the street or what other cars were between his
1959 Rambler and JOWERS' white Cadillac, but believes that there
was at least one, if not two, cars between his and JOWERS' car,
He stated he has no idea as to the color, make, or model of the
cars between his and JOWERS' car, :

Mrl‘PARKER stated he was in Jim's Grill having his
evening meal of chili and beer. He said he was sitting in the
last booth in'the Grill with a person whose name he knows as
GEORGE HARDING. ‘He stated he does not know HARDING's occupatlon
or his address, but commented that HARDING frequents Jim's Grill
quite regularly, Mr. PARKER added there were a number of ’
people in. the Grill during the entire time that he was there,
and that there were several young men playing the shuffleboard,
ping-pong machine, and the Jukebox° He said he was not aware of'
any act1V1ty outside of Jim's Grill until a Deputy Sheriff
entered Jim's Grill sometime after 6:00 p.m., and told everyone
in the Grill to remain there until they were advised they could leave,
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Mr., PARKER stated he stayed in his booth the entire time,

and did not look out the window at any time until he left.

He said ke was not. aware of what occurred out in the street,
and in the immediate area until Mr. JOWERS asked him if he had
heard the shooting. He stated he told JOWERS he had not heard _
any shooting, and was shortly thereafter advised that MARTIN LUTHER
KING had been shot. He stated he definltely did not hear :

any shot fired wh11e he was in Jim's Grill

Mr. PARKER stated he did not motice any new faces
in Jim's Grill while he was there, but commented the only:
individual he actually knew was GEORGE HARDING, who shared the
booth with him. He said he knew there were a number of regular
customers in Jim's Grill, and these were young men who are employed
by the Tayloe Paper Company, but he is completely unfamiliar

with their mames. i

P

‘Mr. PARKER stated the only car he can remember on the
street in front of or in the immediate area of Jim's Grill
when he entered Jim's Grill was Mr. JOWERS' white Cadillac,
He stated he cannot recall any individual or individuals either
walking or rumning in the immediate area of Jim's Grill when
he entered to have his meal. He stated he can furnish no - :
information whatsoever concerning the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER
KING on April 4, 1968,
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Date April 15, 1968

Mr. JIMMIE RICHARD SANDERS, 1687 Childers Street
(Frayser), Memphis, Tennesseeg, adv1sed he is employed at
Wood Parts, Inc., 1590 Texas Street, Memphis, Tennessee,
Mr. SANDERS stated that on the evenlng of - April 4, 1968, he
left his place of business at' Wood Parts, Inc. at approx1mate1y
4:00 p.m., and took a bus to the Arcade Restaurant, located at
the corner of Callpun Street and South Main Street, Memphls,
Tennessee, which i8 approximately one long. block from Jim's
Grill, located at 418 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee,
Mx, SANDERS stated he walked from the 1ntersect10n of South Maln
Street and Calhoun Street to Jim's Grill, and arrived at
Jim's Grill at approx1mately 5:00 p.m, He stated he was alone,.
and entered Jim's Grill for his evening meal., He stated his
reason for eatlnu at Jim's Grill was because he had rented a
room at 3904 South Main Street for three or four days which is
in the 1mmed1ate area of Jim's Grill.

-Mr. SANDERS stated he sat in a booth for a while
and at the counter for a while, ordered his evening meal and
had several beers.

Mr. SANDERS advised that while he was eating his
meal, he recalls that at approximately 6:00 p.m. a Deputy Sheriff
came to the door of Jim's Grill and advised everyone in the
Grill to remain there until advised they could leave. He said
that at the time he had no idea as to why everyone was told to
stay. He said sometime later everyone in Jim's Grill learned
that MARTIN LUTHER KING had been shot that evening from somewhere
in the immediate areda of Jim's Grill. Mr. SANDERS stated he
did not hear the shot that was fired that killed MARTIN LUTHER
KING, and added he was not aware that KING was staying in the
immediate area of Jim's Grill. Mr. SANDERS commented he did not
go to the window to look out after the Deputy Sheriff instructed
everyone to stay in the Grill, :

Mr. SANDERS advised he was not aware of any cars or
people on the street when he walked from the intersection of
Calhoun Street and South Main to Jim's Grill. He stated he is
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certain. there were many cars both parked and’ being driven on
South Main. Street, and that there were likely many people

- walking in this area, but -added he was not aware of any particular
individual or any particular car in this area. Mr. SANDERS
'stated he cannot furnish any information whatsoever concerning the
-shooting of MARTIN LUTHER KING, '
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OTHER PERSONS WHO HAD CONTACT WITH UNKNOWN SUBJECT

"' YORK ARMS COMPANY
“.7162 S. MAIN STREET
MEMPHIS , TENNESSEE

(This section of the report pertains to the
purchase of binoculars by the Unknown Subject
on April 4, 1968, at York Arms Company, and a
subsequent inquiry that was made in the
immediate vicinity of YVork Arms Company.)
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Date __April &6, 1968

My ... RALPH MEREDITH CARPENTE

MOmphlﬁﬂ"Tennessee b siad
j{anlesmannat the. YorkrArm& Company 1ocated at“
jytreet Memphxs

,a palr of - Bushn-u
toregﬁr" ‘

Th)
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just place them to the eyes and adjust the eye pieces, Mr.
CARPENTER recalls that he wrote on the boex im which he
placed the binoculars the price $39.95 and the amount of
tax which was $1.60 and added the two figures for a total
of $41.55, He placed the sales slip and the box with the
binoculars in it in a gray paper bag which bears the mname
of York Arms on its side., The binoculars were in a leather
.or s8imilar type carrying case, The store does not record
or maintain serial npumbers for these binoculars and it is

not known what, it any, serial number was on this particular
pair of binoculars.

Mr, CARPENTER stated that the binoculars were
Bushnell brand and were 7 by.35 size.

Mr. CARPENTER described the customer as follows:

Race: White

Sex: Male

- Age: 26 - 32 years

Height: 5 feet 11 inches

Weight: 160 pounds to 175 pounds
Hair: Black or dark brown, neat,

combed straight back and not
parted. It was neither very
long nor shaggy.

Eyes: Color not recalled: no glasses
: worn

Complexion: Ruddy

Build: Medium

Scars and marks: None recalled

Regional accent: None mnoticed

Dress: Dark suit, not known whether

or not pants matched coat;, but
recalls pants did not contrast
with coat; color of shoes not
known but not in sharp contrast
to other clothing; no hat worn;
white shirt with noticeably wide
space at the.collar, neat looking;
dark tie with light stripe which
covered entire tie, which was
tied in a long slender knot which
did not fill the space between
the collars; tie was noticeably
pulled to one side, not in keeping
with generally neat appearance of
customer; no jewelry remembered,

119

' 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




ME 44-1987
3

Facial characteristics: . Average fullness; nothing

S . - . regarding the eyes, nose,
ears or other features

. 'noticeable., Customer’s
- hapnds were neat, though
:nothing outstanding was
.. noticed about themu

T Mr CARPENTER r@calls that the indiv1dua1 rea@hed
into his right front pants pocket to get the money with which
to pay for the binoculars. The money was not in a-billifold
or 2 money. clip. The customer ‘withdrew two $20 bills from.
a roll which contained several other bills, at least two of
which Mr., CARPENTER believes were $20 bills, The customer
also took a.$1.00 bill from this roll and then reached into
his other- front pocket with his left hand and secured two
guarters and a . nickel, maklng a total of $41.55 for: the
payment . After purch351ng the binoculars, the customer
walked from the store and Mr, CARPENTER told him to "hurry
back” or some similar parting statement, and the customer's
reply is not recalled, if any was madé, Mr. CARPENTER does
not know which: directlon the customer took after leaving the
store,a SR iy PR - e

Vi Mr° CARPENTER does n@t recall ever hav1ng seem
this individual before im:the. store or elsewhere, -but feels
relatively:-certain that if he sees. him again he would be
able to recognlze him. ?
~ The customer, whlle An th@ store, did net ask to

see any other merchandise 'such as rifles or guns or o
ammunition of any kind, and made no inquiry at all c@n@erning
any other merchandlse, j .

© - Mr.“CARPENTER stated that when the customer entered
the store CARPENTER was near the front of the store talking
to Mr., VERNON YORK. Further back in the store he believes
CHARLES GIBSON was near the cash register, and Mr. HUGH v :
BADDLEY, a clerk, was also somewhere in the store. He believes
also that possibly Mr, CORDRA YORK, JR,, may have been in
the store, but he does not know whether or not any of these
individuals tock notice of the customer,
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- _FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ' ..

1fAbam 4 '4716/68'

S SAG R@BERT G, JENSEN amd SA RALPH J, LEEWER @@ntacted
RALPH M. CARPENTER, an @mpl@y@@ of York Arms Company, 162 South

Main Street, Memphis. Mr. CARPENTER was imformed of the idemtity v,"
-of SAC JENSER and he has previously been intervieWed by SA LIEVWER,

He was told we had an additiomnal group of ph@t@gr@phg ‘we woild -
like him to view, “He was teld that no significance should be
attached to the sequence or arrang@memt the photographs might
be in whenm he saw them. These photographs were laid out, ome

- after another, on the second floor away from bystand@r@ &nﬂ other

employees in the Ybrk Arms @@mpamy

GARPENTER ﬁp@mt at least tW@mty minut@g r@vi@wimg s

c&refully each of the photographs. He expressed some h@@itatipn

for a time between & phot@graph of one RICHARD SMITH and the .

photograph of ERIC $, GALT. ' No names and no identifying datd
ofany kind were furmish@d to CARPENTER in connection with his

study of these photographs. He did state in commectiom with a

photograph of SHMITH that he thought this was a local Memphis boy
whom he might have seem. He turned this ph@t@graph over and did
reject the ‘photograph as net b@img id@mti@al t@ th@ @n@ &@ wh@m '
he sold the bino@ul@rs. S 4 : o

" He studied @ar@fully for approximately fiV@ mimuﬁe@

-th@ photograph of ERIC S, GALT and made comments @@m@@rming ‘the

appearance of GALT, He stat@d the hair was generally Similar -
to the customer but thought it might be just a littie bit longer
than when the customer had beem im the store om April 4, "He alsa
seid that he recalled the customer he waited or did mot bave © =
heavy, bushy eyebrows but they were more like the eyebrews. in the
photograph of GALT, He also stated he had no recellection of. -
seeing GALT's teeth and thought he had a smile when he waited om

-~ him, CARPENTER also said he had no independent r@@@ll@@tion of

GALT's ears appearing as they did im the photograph, but he then
said he did mot notice them particularly.  He did furnish the

following statement regardimg his id@mtifi@ati@m of th@ phot@g?aphV'

of ERIC S, GALT: | BN

On

by
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"April 16 1968

"On April 16, 1968, I, Ralph M Carpenter was shown & group ,
- of B photographs by Special Agent in Charge Robert G Jemsen |
and Special Agent Ralph J Liewer, After careful study of
each of these pictures I placed my name on the back of the
pleture which I feel most resembled the mam who bought a
set of binoculars from .me omn April 4, 1968 at York Arms,
162 So. Main St., Memphis, Tennessee. I was mot furnished
any names or any desecriptive data regarding any of the.
photographs shown. I was also told that no significance
should be attached to any sequence or arrangement that the |
- photographs were shown to me., I did turn ome photograph
over as I thought I recogrized this to be a local Memphis
boy. 1 did not however reeognize ‘him as the person to whom P
I sold the binoculars.

"In choosing the photograph I was guided by my best r@colleea
.tion. I remember that the man who bought the binoculars
did not have heavy eyebrows and were about medium like the.
"ones in the photograph selected by me, I did mot sell any_ o
other binoculars on April 4, 1968 I i

"My signature attests that I am in- agreememt with
the information set forth on page one and page two of this
statement.

/s/ Ralph M. Carp@nter

/s/ Robert G Jensen
SAC, FBI, Memphis
April 16 1068

/s/ Ralph J. Liewer
Special Agent FBI
April 16, 1968"

It should be moted that the name "ERIC S, GALT"
. was not furnished to CARPENTER, no¥ was. he.in a. positi@m to..
read the name when he signed the back of the. photograph., His ‘
concluding remarks, which were made at approximately 11:20 a, m,,
4/16/68, were to the effect that, "I don’t own a suit. I .
suppose I will have to bmy a suit so that I can go to @ourt o

122

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev, 4r15-64) '
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[+

Date __April 16, 1968

: ' On April 16, 1968, a group of five photographs were shown
. to RALPH M. CARPENTER, an employee of York Arms, 162 South Main

Street, Memphis, Tennessee. The photographs that were shown to
him are those of: o - L ‘

JOHN: EDWARD THOMAS, Memphis Police Department No. 32206
THEODORE JOHN ADANK, FBI No. 3 871 080 o

QLINTQN CABLE GIBSQN, Memphis Pblice Department No. 91407
ERIC. GALT - ' ' -
ROBERT PIERCE SMITH, also known as Richard Smith 493 Howard

StrpetigﬂhiighayenlgTennessee, USAF No, 14702464 date of
birth ‘
123
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The following 1nvestigation was conducted by
SA RALPH J. LIEWER and SA ROBERT W. GOODWIN at Memphis,
Teqnessee, on April 5, 1968

Mr. CORDRA YQRK ‘JR, , 1374 East Crestwood
Memphis, Tennessee, advised that he is one of the owners 4
of the York Arms Company at 162 South. Main Street, Memphis,
and he does. not recall seeing an individual come into™the
store in the afternoon of [April 4, 1968, and purchase a
pair of. binoculars from Mr..RALPH CARPENTER, one of the
salesmen at the store,

YQRK stated that any money taken from such a
customer would by this time have been tranlferred to the
banking institution used: by the store :

' Mr.- YGRK stated ‘that the York Arms COmpany ‘does
not handle the Remington.Game* Master model 760.rifle at
this time and: ‘has not handled it for the past two or three
years,  He. stated that the store has two other branches in
the city and. -he is certain that neither of these stores
has handled-this particular model of Remington rifle“in

the past several years; however; .to make sure he would: contact

these. stores and in the event.. they had handled this ‘gun
recently wouldnimmediately contact the FBI.

: Mr. YORK advised that Mr. CHARLES GIBSON, a.
salesman for the store, is ‘now out of the store and
unavailable ior interview. He stated Mr. VERNON YORK
has left for an extended iishing Irip in Florida.,“f,w

Mr. HUGH BADDLEY, 1537 North Parkway, Memphis,
Tenne@see, ‘advised that he is ‘a clerk in the York Arms
Company, 162 South Main Street., He advised that he
recalls that sometime on the afternoon of April 4, 1968,
salesman RALPH CARPENTER went to the store's display
window and brought back a pair of binoculars which Mr.
BADDLEY believes CARPENTER eventually sold to a customer
at that time, Mr. BADDLEY stated that he does not recall
the customer and cannot describe him.
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OLIVER REXALL DRUG STORE
4115 HIGHWAY 51 S
WHITEHA VEN, TENNESSEE

(This investigation pertains to the purchase
of a Gillette shaving kit, which was abandoned
by the Unknown Subject, and which was identi-
fied from the price sticker appearing thereon
as having come from the Oliver Rexall Drug
Store.) '
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Date

#
#

L

. o Mrs. PEGGY BURNS,. 4802 Rickard, telephone number
©° 397-0033, advised she is employed as a saleslady at the:
Oliver Rexall Drugstore in Whitehaven. Mrs, BURNS stated that
.she recalls selling a Gillette shaving kit, which was in a
clear plastic container, to a white man a little before noon
on April 3, 1968, She stated that this shaving kit contained
a safety razor, shaving lotion, shaving cream, hair tonic,
and deodorant, which is all manufactured by the Gillette Company,

and was in a clear plastic container, approximately four inches
by six inches. :

Mrs. BURNS recalled that a white man-camexinto the
Oliver Rexall Drugstore shortly before noon, April 3, 1968, and
asked her for a razor. She said she pointed out where the
razors were ‘located in her store, and directed him to that area
of the store. She advised the white man walked down to this
area, and plcked ‘out the Gillette shaving kit, and brought it
back to the cash’register, where’'she was located Mrs. BURNS said
she could not recall any other items which the white man .
purchased in her store. She could not recall how he’ ‘paid. for
this purchase;’ ‘and did not recall anything he said while“he was
paying for the item.

‘Mrs. BURNS stated that she got the impression from the
white man's " activities that he was a stranger in the area,;and
she said she: does not believe he has ever been in her store before.
 She said she'is sure that she has never seen him prior to the
time he approached her, and she furnished the following description

for him:
~ Race: ~ White
Age: -, , 45
Height, ) R - L AL
Weight: ° _ - . 165 pounds
Hair:, Black - could not recall how

he combed it or anything further
about his hair

Eyes:- ’ Color unknown
i 126
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Remarks: o Had a friendly smile
Dress: Blue suit

No further descriptive information recalled' ‘recalled
seeing no scars and marks,

Mrs', BURNS said she got the impression that this
man was alone, and she bélieved he left the store by himself,
She advised she could recall no further information regarding
this man's description or his activities while he was in her
store.
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