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SL 44775 RE: FELLOW PRISONER =~
AJR/ral JAMES D, WALLACE

AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURX

On May 21, 1968, Mrs. JAMES D, (BETTY J.) WALLACE,
1031 Lynch, St. Louis, Missouri, who operates a small neigh-

. borhood food shop at the same address, was interviewed by

SA ALBERT J., RUSHING, at which time she furnished the following
information: ‘

Mrs, WALLACE received a letter from her husband,
JAMER D, WALLACE, an inmate at the Missouri State Peanitentiary,
Jefferson City, Missouri, which was dated April 25, 1968, and
which included the following: "I guess you should remember
the one guy that we met that time at the bank. He‘s the one
that they are trying to rap that ¥ing's deathk on.” Upon
receiving the letter, Mrs. WALLACE realimed from her knowledge
0% the publicity pertaining to the assassination of MARTIN
LUTHER KING that the above portion of the letter referred to
JAMES EARL RAY, However, ithe comments of WALLACE in the letter
were puzziing to Mrs. WALLACE because she has been unable to
recall any occasion or incidemnt such as that which her husband

- geemed to be referring to in the letter.

Mrs, WALLACE's husband was released on pavole from
the Missouri State Penitentiary in the spring of 19635 and was
immediately thereafter confined for about four weeks at the
Cochran Veteraans Administration Hospital in St. Louis for
surgery of the ear. From the time of WALLACE's parcle until’
April or May, 1967, Mr. and Mrs. WALLACE resided together at
22444 Missouri, St. Louis, and they thereafter resided together
in the 2200 block of South Jefferson, St. Louis, urtil December,
1967, or January, 1968, when they moved to 1031 Lynch, where
Mrs. WALLACE continues t0 reside. They resided together at
the latter address until WALLACE was returned to the Missouri
State Penitentiary in March, 1968,

From the time of WALLACE's parole in the spring of
1965 until about the end of July, 1967, or the first of August,
1967, neither Mr., or Mrs., WALLACE had any banking business of
any kKind at any bank, During that period Mrs. WALLACE is
certain they had no occasion to be at the Jefferson-Gravois
Bank in St. Louis. On July 21, 1967, Mrs. WALLACR's father
died, and she thereafter shared in proceeds from Government
savings bonds and insurance of her father., From these proceeds
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who he was, and her husband replied to the effect that it was
2 "fellow from the jeoint', which Mrs., WALLACE took to mean
thai he was someone her husband had known in the penitentiary.

Specific inguiry was made of Mrs. WALLACE as to
whether she ‘could recall any occasion when she was at the
Jefferson=Gravois Bank with her husband, at which time her
husband saw possibly two men at or near the bank to whombe
remarked that he was glad he got his money out before they
got in; and whether she remembered that one of the men may
have “@pjzed to the efifect that “"they were putting in". Mrs.
WALLACE said she could not recall having witnessed any such
conversation., She commented, however, that ber husband is
given to making such joking remarks and such a conversation
wouid not surprise her, although she could recall no such
conversation speclflcally.k

: Photographs of JAMES LOAMA OWENS and JAMES EARL RAY
were déxhibited to Mrs. WALLACE She stated that OWENS is com~
pistely unkiiown to her, but that the photographs of RAY looked
vaguely familiar to her,:aithough she could not at this time
relate ithe yhotographs t0 any particular person she had ever
seen in the past. She commented specifically that sbe could
not relate the photographs of eitber RAY or OWENS to the man
she say at the Jefferson-Gravois Bank and to whom her husband -
waved on the occasion referreéd to above, Although the photo-
graphs of RAY locked vaguely familiax to her, she has no idea
where she might have seen such a person, except that over a
period of years, including the year 1959, Mrs. WALLACE has
frecuently attended religious services at a Salvation Army
establiishment located near the address on Hickory Street

where the RAY famlly once resided accord;ng to what Mrs,
WALLACE has read in the newspapers. Mrs. WALLACE believes

it remotely possible she might have seen JAMES EAEL RAY in
that area in 1959, although she does not specifically recall
sush an ogourrence, With regard to her vague recognition of
photographs of RAY, Mrs., WALLACE originally had that reaction
to photographs of him when she saw pictures of RAY in the
newspgapers and on television at the time he was fir$t
identified in this 1nvest1gat10n. :

Mes., WALLACE and her husband now have five children,
the youngest of whom is an ipfant. Over a period of several
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SL:  44-775

was killed at the age of 15 in a car wreck in 1962 in Atlanta.
VELANTI was married to SHIRLEY HOLSTEIN in Cleveland, Ohio,

in 1948 and they were divorced around 1950, He stated this
son never resided with his present wife, BEITYE,

VELANTI emphatically denied being questioned
whilein jail at Kansas City or at the MSP concerning:
any gangster in the Kansas City area, He was questioned
by Detective HATFIELD, Kansas City Police Department, in
regard to the offense for which he was convicted in Kansas
City. This was on a charge of armed robbery of one JOHN
RINGO who at that time operated the Drake Hotel in Kansas City.
VELANTI stated he was not guilty of this robbery; however,’
he took a "bum rap" in the matter rather than divulge his’
actual wherdabouts and the person or -persons with whom_hé&>was
associated at the time the robbery was committed., The other
viclation, according to VELANTI, was in the State of Kansas
and he would probably have recelved more time thafi’ “the 20
years he got ‘in Missouri. He 2lsé was of-the opinlen at the
time that he could beat the. rap- in M1ssouri

g VELANTI refused to. discuss ‘his actual whereabouts
at the time of the Drake- Hotel robbery, the violatien in
which he was 1nvolved or the person or persons with whom he
was assoclated in thls matter. He stated any 1nvestigat10n
in this matter could possibly jeopardize his present. parole
status even though the Statute of leltatlons has run on that
crime. .

VELANTI denled any knowledge of the connec%'on‘i
between' New Orleans gangsters "‘and gangsters in Kansas%C1ty.
He stated he 'has no relatives resading in Baton. Rouge, Louisiana,
or Atlanta, Georgla
. VELANTY admitted having considered attempting to
.escape from the MSP but never planned such an escape . with
any accomplice. . He denied ever having. heard of a prisoner's
plan to escape to Liberia or hav1ng a place he could hide out.
in a cave 1n Vlrginla.A

Subeequent to the assass1nation of President ' JOHN F,
KENNEDY, VELANTI adm;ts fxghting ‘with a_fellow prisoner outside
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UNKNOWN SUBJECTS (2);
'BANK OF ALTON, ILLINOIS
July ‘13, 1967 _

ST, LOUIS FILE' 21~-3877

The follow1ng investigation was comducted by SA CLETIS
B, BIDEWELL at St. Louls, Mlssourl, on May 29 1968

BOB TYLER, Personﬂel Manager of Bardgett Printing and -
Publishing Company, 2035 Delmar, advised after checking his records
that JOHN P, VELANTE obtained employmént at his concern through
Dismas House on April 5, 1967, and that his employment was terminated
on December 5, 1967, due to reductlon in the work force, He stated
that VELANTI's work as a printing estimater was very satisfactory
and that he attended night school during the period of his employment
to increase his efflclemcy in this capa01ty.

Mr, TYLER advmsed that the emnlayment records for that .
concern for July 13, 196?, reflect that VELANTI punched in for work
at 7:49 AY and punched out for lumch at 11:59 AM. He punched back
in for work at 12 47 P¥ and wunched cut at the end of the day at
G:03 PM, _

It is noted that the robbery of the Bank of Alton, Illlnois,
on July 13, 1967, was committed at 1 35 PM
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friends or relatives. He stated these individuals were
not specifically mentioned but he got this impression
from conversing with subject RAY.

CARPENTER advised subgect RAY furnished no information
concernxng where he was staying in St, Louis and made no
mention of associates or relatives with whom he might be
associated or living. CARPENTER stated he did not observe
" RAY in company with any other individual on any of the
above-mentioned occasions., He did state that RAY mentloned
in the conversation that he "walked out” of the MSP w1th
a group of visitors from the ouiside, It was CARPEWER s
understanding that this was in connection with a ball’ ‘game
--that had been played .at the penitentiary and that the date, approxi-

‘A;ﬁﬁﬁ%@gy ~RAY walked away was April 24, 1967. CARPENTER

“was questioned specifically concerning any information:
he might have ag to the identity of any individual assistlng
subject RAY in his escape and he stated he could furnish
no information. whatever in this respect. He further stated
he has not seen subject RAY since around May 18, 1967 and
. is not in posséssion of any information concerning h1s
pOSSlble whereabouts since that t:.me°

CARPENTER advigsed he recalled subject RAY very well
from his association with him at the MSP. He described RAY
as a “loner”™ who participated in gambling in the penitentiary,
He stated, however, that RAY spent so much of his time in
solitary confinement due to his attempts to escape that he
did not have much opportunity to participate in these .activities.
He advised that he was as close to RAY as anyone in the
penitentiary and recalled that RAY took narcotics, and often
came to his, CARPENTER's, cell to converse and offer narcotics
to CARPENTER. With regard to RAY's closest associate at
MSP, CARPENTER adv1sed that he was as close to RAY as any -
inmate. He went on to state that based on this association
and his general knowledge of RAY it was hard for him] to 1mag1ne
RAY being involved in the MARTIN LUTHER KING slaying, In"
this respect he stated he did not feel RAY would be motivated
by animogity toward Dr. KING and was not the type of individual
who would be trusted by people wanting to dlspose of KING.
He knew of no comnections that RAY had while in MSP Whlch
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was probably living with him or staying part-time with
‘him at 1805 South 11lth. He also recalled JACK mentioning
subject having a brother residlng somewhere in the general
area. Although CARPENTER could not recall the brother's
name he thought it to be JOHN, JACK (last name unknown)
advised it was his understanding that subject RAY, who was
well known to him, was believed to have walked away from
the penitenflary followzng a’ ball game,

It was CARPENTER's understandlng that JACK (1ast
name unknown) had never done ahy time in Missouri but had
spent approximately 29 years in penitentiarys in Illincis
on charges of safe crack1ng, robbery.and so forth. - At the
time JACK was arrested in St. Louis-on June 2, 1967 -he -was
extremely worried because his: parole out of IlllhOls did
not exp1re for a perxod of two Qr three more weeks, &

CARPENTER stated that durzng his incarceration
at MSP he "ran the store” for qulte a period of tlme., He
is presently employed as 2 cook for JOHNNY CLAYTO at 18th
and Delmar Streets and plans to enter the St. Louis City
Hospital in the near future for an eye operation to remove
‘cataracts., About the time CARPENTER saw subject RAY in
St. Louis he was employed for a short period of time as
a cook in a cafeteria located in the Mart Building in St. Louis.
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that RAY was out 6f,the continental ﬁnited'States; GAWRON

did not say, and MC CORMICK has no. idea of the source of
this information. . E
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