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AGE 30 to 34

HEIGHT 5'-10"

WEIGHT 175

BUILD Husky, chubby

CLOTHING Dirty white T-shirt, dark trousers,
cowboy boots

HAIR Dark

He stated that McBRIDE had no additional clothing and mno
luggage. McBRIDE was driving a white and black 1957 to 1960 Chrysler
product; possibly a 1959 Plymouth; that was apparently in very poor
mechanical condition,

Mrs. CLAUDE MURPHY and RALPH POTTER both agreed with the
above description with the exception that they were of the opinion
that McBRIDE had brown eyes., Mrs, MURPHY was of the opinion that
McBRIDE could not be over 32 years of age and was possibly of Jewish
or Syrian extraction. POTTER stated that McBRIDE appeared to be fami-
liar with fruit picking and appeared to be of Mexican extraction, He
was of the opinion that McBRIDE was in his early 30s.

On 7/12/68, EVELYN COCHRAN, Clerk Records Division, Wichita
Police Department, and CATHY LIPSEY, Reporter, Wichita Credit Bureau,
212 S. Market, each advised that a search of their respective records
was negative for any record identifiable with the name JAMES MEBRIDE.
COCHRAN advised that she had made a specific search of records to as-
certain the possibility of McBRIDE having been involved in an accident

during the month of September, 1967, either as a driver or passenger,
and that this search was mnegative., JAN O'HARA, Deputy, Records Divi-
sion, Sedgwick County Sheriff's Department, advised that a search of

records was negative for any record identifiable with the name JAMES

McBRIDE, |

On 7/15/68, SAM ROWE, County Agricultural Agent, Sumner
County, Sumner County Courthouse, Wellington, Kansas, advised that
he does recall referring an individual to the CLAUDE MURPHY farm on
9/1/67, and later being advised that this individual had stolen $50,00
from MURPHY's hired hand, He stated that he had only seen the indivie-
dual for a period of possibly five minutes and had understood the man
to state that he was familiar with picking fruit, MURPHY had been
looking for someone to assist in harvesting apples, so ROWE had mention=-
ed this to the individual. The man had stated that he had been in the
Wellington area previously and was familiar with the location of Conway
Springs, so had not required extensive directions to reach the MURPHY
farm,

He viewed a popy of I. O, number 4182 and stated that he could
not recall that the individual had particularly resembled the photograph
of JAMES EARL RAY appearing thereon, He stated that he does not recall
what name the man was using and could not describe the man other than
that he was very dark, having a dark complexion, dark hair, and dark
eyes., He had been under the impression that the man was an itenerant
farm worker,
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On 7/15/68, BRAD CLUM, Deputy Sheriff, Sumner Couhty,
Wellington, Kansas, advised that he does recall having made an investi-
gation at the CLAUDE MURPHY farm on 9/4/67, pertaining to the theft of
$50.00 from MURHPY's hired hand. He stated that he had been unable to
locate any record of this investigation, but that he is sure that he
had written a report at the time of the investigation, He can recall
only that MURPHY had hired an individual to assist with picking and
shipping apples and that the individual had stolen the money from a
hired hand and apparently left the area, He recalled that the man had
been described as a dark complexioned individual, possibly a Mexican.,.

Based on the descriptions of McBRIDE as being in his early
30s, having dark eyes, and complexion and appearance of a Syrian or
Mexican; and the fact that other information available indicates that
JAMES EARL RAY was in possession of an automobile completely different
in make, model, and appearance of that in possession of McBRIDE, no

further investigation is being conducted in an effort to identify JAMES
McRRIDE with JAMES EARL RAY,
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, KAUSAS CITY (L4=760) pate; 7/18/68

i
H

SA JA'™S B, KOLLY'

SUBJECT: MURKIN

on 7/11/68, CLAXDP MIURPHY, rural route, Conway Springs,

Kansas, advised that on 9/1/67 an individual closely resembling the
photograph of JA'T'S DARL RAY that appears on I, O, number 4182, had
come to his farm seeking employment, He stated that the man had given
his name as JA'TS !cBRIDE.,, The man had stated that SAM ROWE, Sumner
County Agent, Welllngton, Kansas had referred him to MIRPHY, The man
had expressed a desire to earn $50,00 to use in paying exneuses to

California to visit his wife and 13 year old daughter that were living
somewhere in California,

e had hired MeBRIDE as a laborer and had put him to picking
and loading apples. McBRIDE had been a good worker and had apneared to
know how to go about picking, packing, and loading fruit, e had paid
McBRIDU at the end of the day on 9/1/67 and McBRIDE had letft his farm
to travel to Wichita, Kansas.,_ On 9/2/67, McBRIDE had returued to his
hoie at around 9:30 or 10: 00 A. M., bearlng cuts, scratbhes, and bruises,
McBRIDE had claimed that the injuries were sustained in an automobile
accident at ”lchlta, Kansas .on the previous night, and that the reason
for being late in returnlpg hadgbeen that he (MCBRTSR) had been require
ed to appear in Municipal court.as a witness, MURPHY statéd that the
lngurles appeared to be the type that would more likely have been obtaine
ed in a fight, but that he had hat pursued tl.e matier with McBRIDE.

MeBRIDE had worked tha ;emalnder of the day on 9/2/68 and
had gone to bed in the bunk housk occupied by RALP! POTTER, a full=time
employee of MURPI'Y, At approximately 4:00 A, M,, 9/3/68, 1cRRTDE had
gotten up and left the premises and hias not returned, A short time
after MeBRINT had left, POTITR discovered that two twenty dollar bills
and one ten dollar blll were missing from his billfold, On Monday,
9/L/68, he had notified the Sumnér County Sheriff's Department, Wellinge
ton, Kansas, of the theft ot the $50 00,

He described McBRIDE astfollows:

L i
NAME | JAMES McBRIDE
RAC | White

2 - Kansas City

5010-108-01
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AGE 30 to 34

HEIGHT 5t'«10"

WEIGHT 175

BUILD Husky, chubby

CLATHING Dirty white T-shirt, dark trousers,
cowboy hLoots

'AIR Dark

l'e stated that McBRIDE had no additional clothing and no
luggage. McRRIDI was driving a white and black 1957 to 1960 Chrysler
product; possibly a 1359 Plymouth; that was apparently in very poor
mechanical condition,

Mrs,., CLAUDE MURPHY and RALPH POTTER both agreed with the
above description with the exception that they were of the opinion
that McBRIDY had brown eyes. Mrs, MURPHY was of the opinion that
McBRIDE could not be over 32 years of age and was possibly of Jewish
or Syrian extraction, POTTER stated that McBRIDE appeared to be fami-
liar with fruit picking and appeared to be of Mexican extraction, He
was of the opinion that McBRIDE was in his early 30s.

on 7/12/68, EVELYN COCI'RAN, Clerk Records Division, Wichita
Police Department, and CAT:!Y LIPSEY, Reporter, Wichita Credit Bureau,
212 S, Market, each advised that a search of their respective records
was negative for any record identifiable with the name JAMES MEBRIDE,
COCPRAN advised that she had made a specific search of records to as=-
certain the possibility of McBRIDE having been involved in an accident

during the month of September, 1967, either as a driver or passenger,
and that this search was negative, JAN 0O'HARA, Deputy, Records Divie
sion, Sedgwick County Sheriff's Department, advised that a search of

records was negative for any record identifiable with the name JAMES

McBRIDE, ‘

On 7/15/68, SAM RME, County Agricultural Agent, Sumner
County, Sumner County Courthouse, Wellington, Kansas, advised that
he does recall referring an individual to the CLAUDF MURP'IY farm on
9/1/67, and later being advised that this individual had stolen $50,00
from MI/RP'IY's hired hand, le stated that he had only seen the indivie
dual for a period of possibly five minutes and had understood the man
to state that he was familiar with picking fruit, MURPIY had been
looking for someone to assist in harvesting apples, so ROWE had mentione
ed this to the individual, The man had stated that he had bzen in the
WVellington area previously and was familiar with the location of Conway
Springs, 8o had not required extensive directions to reach the MIRPHY

farm,

lle viewed a popy of I. O, number 4182 and stated that he could
not recall that the individual had particularly resembled the photograph
of JAMES EARL RAY appearing thereon, !le stated that he does not recall
what name the man was using and could not describe the man other than
that he was very dark, having a dark complexion, dark hair, and dark
eyes, He had been under the impression that the man was an itenerant
farm worker,
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m 7/15/68, BRAD CLUM, Deputy Sheriff, Sumner Couhty,
Wellington, Xansas, advised that he does recall haVLng nade an investi-
gation at the CLAUDE MURPLY farm on 9/4/67, pertaining to the theft of
$50,00 from MURI'PY's hired hand, He stateg thet he had been unable to
locate any record of this investigation, but that he is sure that he
had written a report at the time of the investigation, He can recall
only that MU'RPIIY had hired an individual to assist with picking and
shipping apples and that the individual had stolen the money from a
hired hand and apparently left the area, He recalled that the man had
been described as a dark complexioned individual, possibly éxMexlcan.

Vo

Rased on the descriptions of McBRIDE as being in hls early
30s, having dark eyes, and complexion and appearance of a Syrisn ot
Mexican; and the fact that other information available indicates that
JAMES FAIL RAY was in possession of an automobile completely different
in make, mode 1, and appearance of that in possession of McBRIDE, no
further 1nvest1gatlon is being conducted in an effort to ldentlfy JAMES
McRRIDE with JAMDS EAVL RAY,
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PAGE TWO ' |
SL 44-7175

OF ALL PAY AND ALLOWANCES» AND CONFINEMENT AT HARD LABOR FOR
THE TERM OF HIS NATURAL LIFE, HOWEVER, ON OCT. TEN SISTYSEVEN

PURSUANT TO DIRECTION OF SECRETARY OF AIR FORCE, FINDINGS

AND SENTENCE WERE SET ASIDE. HE WAS RELEASED FROM CONFINEMENT

AT MEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRI SONERS, SPRINGFIELD, MO,

-~ EDMONDSON RECEIVED DIAGNOSIS '"SCHIZOPHRENIC REACTION,
PARANOID TYPE, CHRONIC, WITH ACUTE EXACERBATION AS CHARACTERIZED
BY AN INDIVIDUAL WITH A LIFE HISTORY WHICH DEMONSTRATES THE
ENCIPIENT SEEDS.OF A SCHIZOPHRENIC TYPE PERSONALITY WITH THE
EVIDENCE OF MOUNTING PARANOID TYPE OF REACTION THROUGHOUT
THE YEARS CULMINATING IN A GROSS PSYCHOTIC DISORGANIZATION

AT THIS TIME WITH ONLY PARTIAL AMALIORATION SEEN CURRENTLY.'

RECORDS INDICATED EDMONDSON HAD MADE TO SUICIDE ATTEMPTS

AND THAT IN SIXTYTHREE ELECTROSHOCK THERAPY WAS INITIATED
FOLLOWING SELF-MUTILATION ATTEMPT.
DETAILED AIRTEL FOLLOWS.
AIRMAIL COPY SENT MEMPHIS.
IN VIEW OF THE CRIME FOR WHICH EDMONDSON CONVICTED AND
HIS MENTAL CONDITION HE SHOULD BE APPROACHED WITH CAUTION.
P>
END
PHM

FBI KAN CITY
Tue
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PAGE TULO

SL 44-775

OF ALL PAY AND ALLOUANCES, AND CONFINEMENT AT HARKD LABORK FOR
THE TEKM OF HIS NATURAL LIFEs HOWEVENs ON 2CTe TEN SISTYSEVEN
PU&-\LSZJ:}ANT T3 DIRECTION 2OF SECHETARY OF Al FOECEs FINDINGS

AND SENTENCE LWEKE SET ASIDFe " HE LAY LELEASED FEOM CONFINEMENT

AT MEDICAL CENTE,. FOi FEDELAL PLISONELRLSs SPLINGFIELDs M0

EDMIND E:')\ GECEIVED DIAGNITIS "SCHIZOPHIENIC LFACTION,

PALANDIT TYFFs CHEONICs LITH ACUTE EXACTLRATION AS CHARACT FERIZED
l:-}‘z:‘x’ g INDIVIDULAL wITH A LIFE HISTIRY HICH DEMONETREATES THE
ENCIFPIENT SEEDRDD OF A SCHIZOFRPENTIC TYPE PRLACNNALITY LITH THE
FUIDENCE OF MOUNTING FARANNID TYFE OF (FACTION THEOUGHIUT
THE YEA£LS CULMIWATING IN A& CGrOLS PLOYCHITIC DISOHRGANIZATION
AT THI S TIAF WITd ONLY PARTIAL AMELINHATION LEEN CURRENTLY W' |
PECOADS INDICATED FDVMONDSON HAD MaDt 10 SUICIDE ATTEMPTS
AND VAT IN SIXRTYTHAEE FLECTEILHICK THEAPRPY WAL INITIATED
FOLLOLING SELF=SUTILATION 67TTENPT

DETATLED AIRTEL FILLOG .

ATEMATL COrY OUENT MEMPHI Le

Iy VIE. OF THE CHIME FOn GHIGCH FDMONDLSGN CONVICTED AND
HIZ MENTAL CONDITION HE SHOULD PE F&E"?’".’E‘ﬁﬁa(}"{ ERy UITH CAUTINN.

s

KAN CITY
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memomndum
sac, KANSAS CITY - DATE: 7/17/68
SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-10673)-

SUBJECT: MURKIN

| New Orleans has conducted extensive investigation
in an attempt to determine if JAMES EARL RAY was in contact
with any resident of the New Orleans area, during the time
that he was in New Orleans from December 17 - 19, 1967 and
‘also when he passed through New Orlkans on or about 3/21/68.
To date, this investigation has met with negative results.
According to CHARLES STEIN, who accompanied RAY on a trip
from Los Angeles, California, to New Orleans in De cember ,
1967, RAY alleged his purpose in coming to New Orleans was
on business and. to contact‘an“individual

. Up to the time RAY ®scaped from the M1ssour1v
: State Penitentiary (MSP), Jefferson City, Missouri, in
April, 1967, he had spent the better part of the previous
ten to twelve years incarcerated either at the MSP or
‘the U. 8. Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas.

Worklng on the theory that possibly RAY wh11e

in New Orleans, may have contacted a former fellow inmate

that he knew at either of the above institutions, New Orleans
contacted various state and Federal parole and probation
officers as well as officers of the NOPD, in an attempt

to determine if these persons knew the identities of any
former inmates of the above institutions who might be
residing in New Orleans. These inquiries met with negative
- results. | g - R

_ Kansas City is requested to adv1se New Orleans
if it is known whethetr there are any persons who were inmates ,
at. the above instigutions durlng the t1me RAI was 1ncarcerated

/Zé;l Kansas City (RM) SESIRNE L 69 L
‘Memphis (Info,) (RM).. e y’V/7d o //// ,
2 ~ New Orleans : . T ) o ‘. -

SMC - cst '
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'/ NO 157-10573

2t at the time they were. released gave 2 New Orleans
»address for residence. o
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NO 157-10573

U) % at the time they were released gave a New Orleans
address for res:.dence. : .
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