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FBI |
Date: 8/23/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

TO: SAC, KANSAS CITY
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Enclosed for Kansas City is one copy each of
Bureau airtel dated 8/21/68 captioned "DONALD JAMES NISSEN;
PAROLE VIOLATOR' and "MURKIN,'" Bureau airtel to Jackson
dated 5/27/68 and an investigative insert reflecting an
interview of DONALD JAMES NISSEN by Agents of the St. Louis
Office on 8/5/68.

You will note that Bureau airtel dated 5/27/68
directs Kansas City to interview LEROY MC MANAMAN; however,
the Bureau neglected to send a copy of this airtel to Kansas
City.

Kansas City is now requested to interview MC MANA-
MAN regarding the alleged $100,000 offer to kill MARTIN
LUTHER KING JR., to determine if MC MANAMAN has had anyone
attempt to contact NISSEN and whether MC MANAMAN has ever
related to NISSEN information regarding this offer. Results
of this interview with MC MANAMAN should be furnished the _
Bureau in a letterhead memorandum suitable for dissemination

to the U, S. Board of Parole.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Kansas City, Missouri

In Reply, Please Refer to ’
File No. September 5, 1968

DONALD JAMES NISSEN

On September 3, 1968, Leroy Mc Manaman, FBI
#1244125, was interviewed at the U. S. Penitentiary,
Leavenworth, Kansas, where he is currently incarcerated.

Mc Manaman advised that he was born on
., in Liberal, Kansas. He advised that he has been in
the penitentiary since 1963, for violation of the Harboring
Statute. His prison number is 81371 and he expects to be
released sometime during the year 1970,

Mc Manaman stated he was well aware of the
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. and the subsequent
apprehension of James Earl Ray. He advised he did not know
Ray and knows of no one willing to pay a bounty to have King
assassinated. He advised that he himself was not in
sympathy with King's beliefs, but knows of no one connected
with the Ku Klux Klan, had never heard of the White Knights
of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi, did not know of $100,000,
price willing to be paid for his assassination, and certainly
never made any remarks concerning this. Mc Manaman stated
he knows of no one interested enough in Martin Luther King's
travels to pay money for information concerning his itinerary
and travel routes., He never heard of any organization, either
inside or outside the prison by the name of '"Cooley
Organization."

Mc Manaman went on to state that he did not know
a Donald James Nissen. He was informed that Nissen came to
Leavenworth Penitentiary during July 1965, for violation of
the ITSMV statute and was subsequently paroled. Mc Manaman
said there are thousands of prisoners here, many of who know
him whom he does not know. He again stated he had never heard
of Donald James Nissen. He observed a photograph of Nissen
and again stated he did not remember ever seeing this
individual. Mc Manaman advised he knows of none of his
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(10 ) This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusidns of the FBI. ~ :
It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it é’ﬁd:its,pgntents S
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DONALD JAMES NISSEN

v

associates meeting the description of white male, 30-35 years
old, 5'10", 165-170 pounds, blond hair cut medium short and
slightly wavy who wears expensive clothes, and certainly knows
of no one meeting this description who would have been in
Atlanta in December of 1967, or who was willing to pay money
for information regarding Martin Luther King, Jr.

Mc Manaman again stated that he knows of no one
connected with the Ku Klux Klan and knows of no group willing
to pay a bounty for King's assassination.
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
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| . Enclosed for the Bureau are & eepiaa of ,letterhead
‘memorandum reflecting results of interview with LERDY

MC MANAMAN, Fnclosed for Atlanta and ﬁemphis are 2 copies eaeh i7

of abcve letterhaad msﬁarandum. 2
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. ATR MAIL

DIRECTOR, FBI (u-38861)
SAC, KANSAS CITY (u4-760) (P)

Eeﬁ‘?!emphis girtﬁl ta Kansa: City, 8~23—~58. '

' clasad,fer thc Qureau are & gopias of 1etterhead
duyf reflecfing results of interview with LEROY

i. Tnglosed for Atlanta and.Haaphis arc 2 eagiea each

lette 'qad memrmdma BRENE o R

Tite 1etterheaé memorandnm is heing eaptioaed 'DGSALB»;;
EH® inasmuch as Xansas City was instructed to furnish
f this interview in » fem a’nitabl.a for diamminatio&
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UNITE’STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

sas Ci iss ;
In Reply, Please Refer to Kansas City, Missouri

File No. September 5, 1968

DONALD JAMES NISSEN

On September 3, 1968, Leroy Mc Manaman, FBI
#1244125, was interviewed at the U, S. Penitentiary,
Leavenworth, Kansas, where he is currently incarcerated.

, Mc Manaman advised that he was born on
L in Liberal, Kansas. He advised that he has been in
the penitentiary since 1963, for violation of the Harboring
Statute. His prison number is 81371 and he expects to be
released sometime during the year 1970,

Mc Manaman stated he was well aware of the
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. and the subsequent
apprehension of James Earl Ray. He advised he did not know
Ray and knows of no one willing to pay a bounty to have King
assassinated. He advised that he himself was not in
sympathy with King's beliefs, but knows of no one connected
with the.Ku Klux Klan, had never heard of the White Knights
of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi, did not know of $100,000.
price willing to be paid for his assassination, and certainly
never made any remarks concerning this. Mc Manaman stated
he knows of no one interested enough in Martin Luther King's
travels to pay money for information concerning his itinerary
and travel routes., He never heard of any organization, either
inside or outside the prison by the name of '"'Cooley
Organization."

Mc Manaman went on to state that he did not know
a Donald James Nissen. He was informed that Nissen came to
Leavenworth Penitentiary during July 1965, for violation of
the ITSMV statute and was subsequently paroled. Mc Manaman
said there are thousands of prisoners here, many of who know
him whom he does not know. He again stated he had never heard
of Donald James Nissen, He observed a photograph of Nissen
and again stated he did not remember ever seeing this
individual. Mc Manaman advised he knows of none of his
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions %e F8l.
It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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DONALD JAMES NISSEN

1

associates meeting the description of white male, 30-35 years
old, 5'10", 165-170 pounds, blond hair cut medium short and
slightly wavy who wears expensive clothes, and certainly knows
of no one meeting this description who would have been in
Atlanta in December of 1967, or who was willing to pay money
for information regarding Martin Luther King, Jr.

Mc Manaman again stated that he knows of no one
connected with the Ku Klux Klan and knows of no group willing
to pay a bounty for King's assassination.
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ATR MAIL

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
| SAC,‘KANSAS CITY (uu-750) (P)

o o Re Memphis tel to Bureau, olE 68, re conference o
f,w1th District Attorney General PHIL M.. CANALB Memphls. .

. I is requested the Memphis Office adv1se Kansas
01ty if and when witnesses are needed from this area as ar-
-rangements can be mada to have them all interviewed at the
same time. Also, representatlves can be ‘taken to. the Missouri
' State Penitentiary in order that CANALE's representatlves can
- . view the priaon ‘and interview the Warden, plus any wltnesses o
'+~they may desxre from “that araa.,.lﬁ ‘ L o .

. Memphis R
,(;) Kansas. City
BHimlb f\ » -~ . -
(4) T
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" sac, ME“PHIS ‘““'1987) R

J‘SAC, KANSAS CITY (au-vso) (P)

S Re’ﬂemjgls tel to Bureau 9~1E~88. re conferenee
. thh Dlstrlct Attorncy General PHIL H. CANALB; ﬂ!hphiS»;ﬂﬁ
, - v.'* It is requested the Mamphis Offiee advisa Kansas
‘;”City if ‘and when witnesses are needed from this area as ar-

. rangements can be made to have‘ them all :interviewed at the -~ = =
. game time, Alsc, repre&entatxves can be. taken to the Hisaaurzyxfﬁ o
‘State Penitentiary in oprder that CANALE's representatlves can ... "

- view the prison and interview the warden, plus any witnesses e

;;they may deslre from that area,.wq, " RTTE LT

u) '-“. Coe .

HEmphzs

Kansas City
: H*nlb
- (h), |
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Optional Form No. 10

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
MEMORANDUM

TO : ALL SPECIAL AGENTS DATE: 9/2u4/68

. ~
Rﬂ;gg?/: SAC (44-760) NO. 68-133

SUBJECT: MURKIN
COST DATA

Each Agent is requested to submit to SA THOMAS J. CONNOLLY
by COB 9/30/68, via routing slip, number of hours spent on the MURKIN
case in the month of September, broken down as to regular and overtime
hours, total mileage estimated or actually driven in Bucars on the
case and any unusual or out of the ordinary costs in connection with
this case.

' co - 66-232
TJC:B

S 66— el

<ARCHED ....._._._.JIN
!xmm' '
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“‘?fAI? ‘Si?;;4 ,f7'

aac, umnxs {44-1937) |

. sac, nms crn (44.760)
L m g .

 of BILL TPINHOF?, PBI #426 064 B who is presently
incarcerated 1n fhe Sedgwick County Jail, ‘Wichita, Eansas

‘on local chargef, Also enclosed. hcrothh 1s phctograph or
-srnzunorr aad ¢opy of his urr.nt rocord

e No leads art being set terth pertaining to tny or
" the infor-ntioa furnished by STEINHOFP since the Kansas City

. “Division- is net aware if any of the information has previously ;j

© come.to the attention of- Memphis, ‘It is- also unknown it any -

. of the persons mentiomed by: srxxuuupp.h.. previouslg been .

. interviewed. All logieal leads Are bcing lcft to t Q dis-
-crction at fhe office of brigia.., T

B Bcclnlo gf gh. 1.n¢th o& tho intorviev lnd the
'v-conditionl uader which this interview was conducted, und

. ‘becguse of the aature of the. 1ator-atian, no effort ins

made to have a second person witness the signature of »
STEINHOFF. 'Also, no effort vusuuada to . correct some of tha

spolling errors im the tyrod utztoannt prnparea by BTE’”EORE..;‘f733]?

| é%7 le-mhii (Encs. 11)
lhnaaa City
JFI:EHV Y2 .
- (4)
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;,5_°~xf6§;9;{'i.aac Ixurnxs (44.1937)
' aow: . SAC, BANSAS CITY (44-760) -P-
"J@>€i#£1? ?{_auunxxu;“,,rangt3,-;;7,:'@tﬁgrg D

R '!nclolod hmvith m ‘nine (9) coptn ot m«-aoz
¥i~A¢o£ BILL GO!DOI STEINROFF, FBI #4268 064 B who is pronontly
- incarcerated. in the Mnick County Jail,- wiehita. KANSKS
. on local charges. Also enclosed herewith is photos _.tph of
srxxmtm' and copy ot hts tmst mord. B

lo luds are bcinc m rnrth pcrtuning to any of
' tho information furnished by STEINHOFF since the Kansas City ;
'~ Division is not aware if any of the juformatioan has mlmly :
T .come to the attention of ‘Memphis. It is also unknown if any
“oh 0 of the porsou mentioned by STEINHOFF has previously been
LU Tinterviewed,  All logical leads m bcing left to thc du-
—aﬁerottna of tnc offsco of ari:tn._ - .

mum ot tho louth o! thc utmiov and the
cadtt;lm uwder which this interview was conducted, nd
.2 ‘because of the niture of the information, mo effort was
- made to have & second person witness the signature of
- STREINHOFY, = Also, no effort was made to correct some of thc
V_-_~i.aponxw crtm 1n the tmd .tntmﬂ m'enr«! by mmn

3&;5 Ry Ia-phtncizaea 11)
e (4’

St H “ “V A/ ‘:/» , : \ who .
o lh" C} :’,_‘:’ A i
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| ‘7T0?°-§ sac, uzupnxs (un 1937) T
\vPROM :,-‘ SAC KANSAS. CITY (uu 7so) ,;g;gfﬁ,,;“fv"

" MURKIN -

““‘f;;;cosr DATA

| ’f Re Henphia airtel to Albany, n/iefss. .

Pbllowing is a braak-down af th& number of nan ;. ‘

R _:hours and other ‘expenses allocated by the Kansas City
2 .:.:-Division to Hurkin for the Month of Septcnberg 1968- L

| 1. A) Special Agenf'"i ,9’ regular houu
g . 0 overtime hours"
Total -g’ houra

N PN Y
Bi CIerieal employeea ~/§’ragular houra |
| | 0 aertimc houra R

2 T‘&tal mileag. traveléd in Bumau cars - Ss”miles

Total

" 3 Out-of—ordinary costc - Ronc. o

4 Peak number of sphc!.al Agcnts working on easc
during manth - 1 Agent. R ’

2 - Homphis ¥
-~ Kansas City
?JCinks - .

S mch@d
kLl “Wﬁ""ﬁ\/,

S lr«w:-d
| Fﬁed

v ..*4 S
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"1;,7cosr DATA

o ATRTEL ~AIRﬂAILﬁp L‘

Tmor SAC, MEMPHIS (uu~1937)
‘rnanz;- SAC, KANSAS CITY (ua~7so)
MURKIN ‘

Re Memphis airtal to Albany, kllﬂ/ﬁ&

Following is a. break~down of the number of man‘_:{!wffjigg

' ,'hours and other expenses allocated by the Kansas City
“aDivision to Hurkin for. the Month of September, 1958. .

) Speoial Agent - 9 regular hours LR
-0 overtime hours T
T?tﬁlj . §'hours e

B§ Clerical emplayeas - 8 regular hours
| SR D«yertima hours
Total 3 .

‘2, Total mileagc traveled in Burean cars-- 55 niles ;ﬁﬁf_,

3 Out-of—ordinary costs - None.

B, Peak’ nunber af spacial Aggnto working on case f;f%faFﬂ

»}_ during month - 1 Agcnt._gﬂ

'",_ 2 - Humphia U

- Kansas Ci-‘
i C.nkc ty

-”:.’,/'
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Miami, Florida

In Reply, Please Refer to | October 2. 1968
File No. 44-1854 ’

Re: MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

On September 30, 1968, DONALD LEE MITCHELL was
interviewed at his request at the Collier County Jail,

Naples, Florida.

S - D60 -2 38

 SEARCHED———— INDEAEDL |

SERI {151) I
0C EZ’I 1968
£BI NSAS CITY
!1! ’“ ) VAL
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) . .. ‘

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date October 2, 1968

DONALD LEE MITCHELL was interviewed at the Collier
County Jail at his request. Prior to the interview, he
was advised of his rights as reflected on an executed
waiver of rights form.

MITCHELL furnished the following statement in
his own handwriting:

"September 30, 1968

"I, DONALD LEE MITCHELL, make the follow-
ing statement to Special Agent ERNEST HARRISON,
JR,, whom I know to be a Special Agent of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation.

"In 1961, I had the opportunity to meet
one JAMES EARL RAY. I was introduced by a
friend of mine by the name of HAWKS, who was
doing twenty four (24) years. He was from
New Madrid, Missouri, not far from my home town

of Kennett.

"He informed RAY that I was about the
last of the good convicts. RAY said he was
pleased to meet me, because the big city boys
from St. Louis, and K.C,, Mo. were turning
out to be a bunch of ‘punks’. This was the
Mo, State Pen, Jefferson City, Mo.

"RAY was the quiet type of guy. He
had very little to say to convicts or guards
for that matter. I seen him every now and
then, but didn't ask many question. We had
used a little dope together, but that was all.

"RAY showed great comtemp for the colored
convicts, as he very seldom talked to them except
on business deals for dope or money. He was
always telling me how the boys from St. Louis

-2

On —9/30/68  at Naples, Florida f File # _Miami 44-1854

by ___SA ERNEST HARRISON, JR.,/mgc Date dictated —10/2/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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MM 44-1854
2

"and K.C, always kissed their (Obscene #1)

He said he never would, because if it hadn T
been for LINCOLN they would still be shining

his shoes.

"I was released from prison on August 21,
1962. And never heard from RAY until, 1966.

"In June 4, 1965, I received two (2)
years from Butler County, Mo. After thirty
(30) days 1in quarintine I was sent to Church
Farm, (one of the prison farm {which is honor).

"Later in January, 1966, I was trans-
fered back to the walls to complete the rest
of my time.

"] was placed in Food Service and there
I remained until by release of June 1, 1966,
from the Missouri State Penitentiary, at
Jefferson City, Mo.

'On, or around the middle of February,
1966, I came in contact with JAMES EARL RAY
again. He explained that it was nice to see
me and that he had a good deal for me,

"He wanted to know if I would do him
and myself a big favor; so I said yes; any-
thing to help a friend.

"When he first mentioned escape I thought
he wanted me to leave with him, but I quickly
explained that I got out on June 1, 1966, that
year. He said no, I want you to help me.

"Than after I make it I'll wait on you in
St. LouisS. He asked me how I would like to
make a lot of money so I said doesn’t everyone.
But I explained I had this girl friend in
Tennessee, who was waiting on me, but he let
me know that it really didn't make any
difference at all.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




MM 44-1854
3

"So I wanted to know what his plans were.
This is how RAY, explained it to me. Some
people (friends in St. Louis) fixed it with
some one in Philadelphia, for him to kill Dr.
MARTIN LUTHER KING.

"I told RAY I didn't want to get mixed
up in it. So he let me know real politely
that I was already in it only didn’t realise
it yet. An I couldn’t get out unless I
wanted it. Than I agreed to go along, after
I heard this. ~Also he told me I was coming
up there to the pen;, for chicken feed, was
I afraid to get ahead? I told him no, but
killing KING, we couldn’t get away with.

"RAY told me not to worry about a thing.
Also how did a grand some of Fifty Thousand
(50,000) dollars sound to me? I said great,
but what if we get caught? He explained we
wouldn't and if we did we would get out of
it with a fixer lawyer, besides who in the
South like "Niggers'??

"RAY also said after we get KING, we'’'ll
beable to get more for one of the KENNEDY's.
I Said that the Kennedy Family had done more
for the United States, than anyone ever had.
He said they were like KING, a bunch of
Cominists all of them and that in the way they
wanted people to believe, an I did.

"RAY said: Take that punk J,F.K. (meaning
JOHN F. KENNEDY, Late President) for instants,
he made you eat with a nigger on the streets
didn't he? He made you live by them, go to
school with them. So how is he so great? 1
said, that a change had to come and we had
better be ready for one. RAY got mad at me
and said not as long as I can kill one of the
(Obscene #2) . I seen he was angry,
so I told him, I guess he was right about it.
He said, he knew he was and would get KING to
prove it.
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MM 44-1854
4

"At this time I wanted to know how,
JAMES EARL RAY, planned to escape from the
walls, of the Mo. State Pen.

"This is how it was to be done. RAY would
leave his cell in the month of April, or approx.
for the show. He would than have his bed fixed
80 as a gaurd would not discover him missing.
Than I camé into the picture:

"RAY was to place himself on top of the
main kitchen, where I worked. Than at 2:30
AM I was to send him food and cigarettes, with
a jar of water. He was to remain there for
about three days, after that I was to get some
kind of pills he gave me into the coffee that
was to be sent to the Gauard Towers.

ST

"After that he would wait until they were
asleep and he would go over the wall. He had
someone, by the name of VINCE or VINCESON
waiting on him from St. Louis, Mo.

"RAY continued to pass me notes, on the
matter up until the night he plan to leave.

"The first note read: DON L, don't let
me down if you do you know the score. But you
won't!

"The second was. Tear these notes up and
flush them! Say can’t you just see all that
money for one lousey Nigger? We will live
in style and travle the world. You can bring
your girl along. Your Pal JIM,

"#No. Three: 'Pal, the time has grown near,
80 all is left is the wait. I think April 12,
is a good day, or do you believe Lucky 13.
Smile friend, JIM.'

"The last note was:
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MM 44-1854

S

"Tonight is it my friend and I know I
can count on you for your part. Don't lose those
pills I gave you!! Remember everything, because
my ride will be then. See you on June 1, my
friend. Your Friend Always JAMES.

"RAY's escape would have been good if
not a guy by the name of SEEBRING (or something
of the sort) hadn’t tryed it as well onthe
same night, but they found him hiding in the
show after everyone had left for the cell-
house .

"RAY was latter captured on top of the
main kitchen, where a gaurd had seen him,
when he tryed to change places.

"JAMES EARL RAY never stated which one
of the Kennedy family: All he said was one
day it will be: K,K.K., as he put it KENNEDY,
KING and KENNEDY, Than our worries will be
over.

"He never stated who the other people
were in St. Louis or Phillie (just that they
may have others lined up for us.)

"When SEEBRING was placed in the kitchen
I asked why he was trying to leave: He stated
he had life and was playing a hunch, but did
not know RAY had planned to leave.

"The above is a true statement made by
me on this 30th day of September, 1968,

"There has been know threats or promises
made to me in this matter what-so-ever., It
is of my own free will.

"/s/ DONALD LEE MITCHELL

"I, DONALD LEE MITCHELL, do hereby swear
that the above is true to the best of my knowledge
80 help me God.

"Signed: DONALD LEE MITCHELL
"Wittnessed: ERNEST HARRISON, JR., FBI-Miami.
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gM 44-1854

-

In addition to the above, HMITCHELIL further
advised that RAY said if he, MITCHELL, would help him
kill MARTIN LUTHER KING it would be worth $50,000 to
each of them and later on they could get more than that
for taking care of those "stinking KENNEDYs®, RAY
said it was people like KING and the KENNEDYs who
try to run the world and they are all Communists and
want nothing but power and domination of the whole
world. RAY would never tell MITCHELL who had arranged
for the money if he killed KING only that it was arranged
through someone in St. Louls with someone in Philidelphia.

MITCHELL said he was to be near the building
from which RAY would shoot KING and after the Shots were
fired and attention was focused on the building he,
MITCHELL, was to run and c¢reate attention to get the
police to chase him. He was to have the police chase
him for some distance before being caught and this
would give RAY ample time to walk away from the building.
MITCHELL was then to tell the police that he heard shots
and since he was an ex-convict he got scared and did not
want to get in any trouble so he ran. The police would
be unable to prove anything against MITCHELL, since there
would be no gun or powder marks or fingerprints or any
evidence linking MITCHELL to the shooting. RAY was then
going to go fup north” and after awhile purposely get
himself picked up on his jail break from the Missouri
State Penitentiary, because he said that he would have
enough money at that time to hire a lawyer to get him
a parole.
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MM 44-1854

This document containg neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and its contents are

outside your agency.

not to be distributed

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Miami, Florida

In Reply, Please Refer to October 2, 1968
File No. 44=1854 ’

Re: MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

On September 30, 1968, DONALD LEE MITCHELL was
interviewed at his request at the Collier County Jail,

Naples, Florida.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) | . ‘

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date October 2, 1968

DONALD LEE MITCHELL was interviewed at the Collier
County Jail at his request. Prior to the interview, he
was advised of his rights as reflected on an executed
waiver of rights form.

MITCHELL furnished the following statement in
his own handwriting:

“"September 30, 1968

"I, DONALD LEE MITCHELL, make the follow-
ing statement to Special Agent ERNEST HARRISON,
JR., whom I know to be a Special Agent of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation.

"In 1961, I had the opportunity to meet
one JAMES EARL RAY. I was introduced by a
friend of mine by the name of HAWKS, who was
doing twenty four (24) years. He was from
New Madrid, Missouri, not far from my home town

of Kennett.

"He informed RAY that I was about the
last of the good convicts. RAY said he was
pleased to meet me, because the big city boys
from St. Louis, and K.C., Mo. were turning
out to be a bunch of ‘punks’. This was the
Mo. State Pen, Jefferson City, Mo.

"RAY was the quiet type of guy. He
had very little to say to convicts or guards
for that matter. I seen him every now and
then, but didn't ask many question. We had
used a little dope together, but that was all.

"RAY showed great comtemp for the colored
convicts, as he very seldom talked to them except
on business deals for dope or money. He was
always telling me how the boys from St. Louis

-2 .

On __9/30/68  at _Naples, Florida File # _Miami 44-1854

by —_SA ERNEST HARRISON, JR.(/mgc Date dictated —10/2/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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"and K.C, always kissed their (Obscene #1) .
He said he never would, because if it hadn™t
been for LINCOLN they would still be shining

his shoes.

"I was released from prison on August 21,
1962, And never heard from RAY until, 1966,

"In June 4, 1965, I received two (2) N
years from Butler County, Mo, After thirty
(30) days in quarintine I was sent to Church
Farm, (one of the prison farm (which is honor).

"Later in January, 1966, I was trans-
fered back to the walls to complete the rest
of my time.

"I was placed in Food Service and there
I remained until by release of June 1, 1966,
from the Missouri State Penitentiary, at
Jefferson City, Mo.

'On, or around the middie of February,
1966, I came in contact with JAMES EARL RAY
again. He explained that it was nice to see
me and that he had a good deal for me.

"He wanted to know if I would do him
and myself a big favor; so I said yes; any-
thing to help a friend.

"When he first mentioned escape I thought
he wanted me to leave with him, but I quickly
explained that I got out on June 1, 1966, that
year. He said no, I want you to help me.

"Than after I make it I'll wait on you in
St. Louis. He asked me how I would like to
make a lot of money so I said doesn’'t everyone.
But I explained I had this girl friend in
Tennessee, who was waiting on me, but he let
me know that it really didn't make any
difference at all.
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"So I wanted to know what his plans were.
This is how RAY, explained it to me. Some
people (friends in St. Louis) fixed it with
some one in Philadelphia, for him to kill Dr.
MARTIN LUTHER KING,

"I told RAY I didn’t want to get mixed
up in it. So he let me know real politely
that I was already in it only didn’t realise
it yet. An I couldn’t get out unless I ~
wanted it. Than I agreed to go along, after
I heard this. TAlso he told me I was coming
up there to the pen, for chicken feed, was
I afraid to get ahead? I told him no, but
killing KING, we couldn't get away with.

"RAY told me not to worry about a thing.
Also how did a grand some of Fifty Thousand
(50,000) dollars sound to me? I said great,
but what if we get caught? He explained we
wouldn't and if we did we would get out of
it with a fixer lawyer, besides who in the
South like "Niggers™??

"RAY also said after we get KING, we'll
beable to get more for one of the KENNEDY's.
I Ssaid that the Kennedy Family had done more
for the United States, than anyone ever had.
He said they were like KING, a bunch of
Cominists all of them and that in the way they
wanted people to believe, an I did.

"RAY said: Take that punk J.F . K. (meaning
JOHN F. KENNEDY, Late President) for instants,
he made you eat with a nigger on the streets
didn't he? He made you live by them, go to
school with them. So how is he so great? 1
said, that a change had to come and we had
better be ready for one. RAY got mad at me
and said not as long as I can kill one of the
(Obscene #2) . I seen he was angry,
so I told him, I guess he was right about it.
He said, he knew he was and would get KING to
prove it.
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"At this time I wanted to know how,
JAMES EARL RAY, planned to escape from the
walls, of the Mo. State Pen,

"This is how it was to be done. RAY would
leave his cell in the month of April, or approx.
for the show. He would than have his bed fixed
80 as a gaurd would not discover him missing.
Than I camé into the picture:

"RAY was to place himself on top of the
main kitchen, where I worked. Than at 2:30
AM I was to send him food and cigarettes, with
a jar of water. He was to remain there for
about three days, after that I was to get some
kind of pills he gave me into the coffee that
was to be sent to the Qﬁgﬁ@d Towers,

"After that he would wait until they were
asleep and he would go over the wall. He had
someone, by the name of VINCE or VINCESON
waiting on him from St. Louis, Mo.

"RAY continued to pass me notes, on the
matter up until the night he plan to leave.

"The first note read: DON L. don't let
me down if you do you know the score. But you
won't!

"The second was. Tear these notes up and
flush them! Say can't you just see all that
money for one lousey Nigger? We will live
in style and travle the worlid., You c¢an bring
your girl along. Your Pal JIM,

"#No. Three: 'Pal, the time has grown near,
80 all is left is the wait. I think April 12,
is a good day, or do you believe Lucky 13.
Smile friend, JIM.'

"The last note was:
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"Tonight is it my friend and I know I
can count on you for your part. Don't lose those
pills I gave you!! Remember everything, because
my ride will be then. See you on June 1, my
friend. Your Friend Always JAMES.

"RAY's escape would have been good if
not a guy by the name of SEEBRING (or something
of the sort) hadn’t tryed it as well onthe
same night, but they found him hiding in the
show after everyone had left for the cell-
house .

"RAY was latter captured on top of the
main kitchen, where a gaurd had seen him,
when he tryed to change places.

"JAMES EARL RAY never stated which one
of the Kennedy family: All he said was one
day it will be: K,K.K. as he put it KENNEDY,
KING and KENNEDY, Than our worries will be
over.

"He never stated who the other people
were in St. Louis or Phillie (just that they
may have others lined up for us.)

"When SEEBRING was placed in the kitchen
I asked why he was trying to leave: He stated
he had 1life and was playing a hunch, but did
not know RAY had planned to leave.

"The above is a true statement made by
me on this 30th day of September, 1968.

"There has been know threats or promises
made to me in this matter what-so-ever. It
is of my own free will.

"“/s/ DONALD LEE MITCHELL

"I, DONALD LEE MITCHELL, do hereby swear
that the above is true to the best of my knowledge
80 help me God.

"Signed: DONALD LEE MITCHELL "
"Wittnessed: ERNEST HARRISON, JR., FBI-Miami.
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In addition to the above, MITCHELI further
advised that RAY said if he, MITCHELL, would help him
kill MARTIN LUTHER KING it would be worth $50,000 to
each of them and later on they could get more than that
for taking care of those "stinking KENNEDYs", RAY
sald it was people like KING and the KENNEDYs who
try to run the world and they are all Communists and
want nothing but power and domination of the whole
world. RAY would never tell MITCHELL who had arranged
for the money if he killed KING only that it was arranged
through someone in St. Louls with someone in Philidelphia.

MITCHELL said he was to be near the building
from which RAY would shoot KING and after the Shots were
fired and attention was focused on the building he,
MITCHELL, was to run and c¢reate attention to get the
police to chase him., He was to have the police chase
him for some distance before being caught and this
would give RAY ample time to walk away from the building,
MITCHELL was then to tell the police that he heard shots
and since he was an ex-convict he got scared and did not
want to get in any trouble o he ran. The police would
be unable to prove anything against MITCHELL, since there
would be no gun or powder marks or fingerprints or any
evidence linking MITCHELL to the shooting. RAY was then
going to go "up north” and after awhile purposely get
himself picked up on his Jjail break from the Missouri
State Penitentiary, because he said that he would have
enough money at that time to hire a lawyer to get him
a parole.
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This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and its contents are
not to be distributed outside your agency.
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. The following invastigatien was condueted hy
SA WEE'L’ER S.. PORD' L | |

. AT LIBERTY, msaoxx

SO ’ On Octcbtr 2, 1988 R. H. WELLS, &1101', 81&57 "
. Cmty Jai Liberty, Missouri, advised that FRED ALEXANDER MI CHAELSQY
desived to talk to an FBY Agent.  Ssveral rlannars have aemmaatod
-~ -that MICHAELSON has claimed to be psyechic in making predictions
" of such things as airerafit disastevc, Dbut- such. predictions .-
cannot De made without a bdall-point pen. Such pens hth not
- been recontly availablc to HICSAE ‘ 7

-~ .om ‘Getober 2, 1988 FRED ALEXARDER NICHAELBOH
. was interviewed at the Clay Caunty Jail; Liberty, Hiatauri,
| ané he related the fallewing 1nforﬁat£oasé-: L \

; . 'He has vital infarmatian eenccrninx thu asaassinatians
of JOH%I ¥P. KENNEDY on November 22, 1963, MARTIN LUTHER KING on
April 3, 1968, and the subsequent shocking news of ROBERT
KBNﬁBEY., His infaraation "goes to the scale of great nnticnal
inpartanee.- He has realized the information has been held
toe long, but he refused to discuz~ it any further while ccnfineé
to the ail. His health has been impaired while in the jall, |
and efforts have been mede witheut success to get into a Vctoran: SE
Hospital. MICHAELSON denied using the aforementioned 1nfornntioa
&8 an attempt to bargain for his release from the jall but
added that he definitely will not discuss the matter while

~ in jall, He will make a full disclosure if and when he is
incarcerated in a Federal penitentiapy or hespitnl whar' hu
can ebtain treatment for his nervous stomach, |

 MICHAELSON haa been confined in jail for nore than |
fourteer months waiting trial, and his arraignment on local -
charges was about one year ago. He has besn charged with the
sales and attempted sales of rented automoblles. Delay of his SNV
trial on the local charges has been caused by his change of
lawyers, two ot whom withdrev because of his uneooperativc

| attitudo. ' Q/‘Q/
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P ~ A Fedcrnl Grund Jury in tha‘Distriat of Kansas, én,.:“”
nnecnbtr 13, 1867, returned a three count Indictment =

- charging HIEHABLS@R with violations of Title 18, Sﬁction 231&

" ,a. S. Code, in compection with interstate forged cheeks. -

A Federal detainer was filed on December 26, 1967. His photogruph 5

was selected and fdentified by numerous witnesses as the passer

. of forged checks, and his fingerprints were identified with

latent impressions found on two of the checks deseribed in the
' Indictment. At the time of his arrest by local authorities, he
'~ had possession of thc 1dentification used when the fOrged eheeks

werc~¢aahed.

| Efféats?sra bcing mnde to have the Ofriee of the
United States Attorney, Distriet of Kansas, obtain a writ for
' MICHAELSON's appearance in Pederal Court for a guilty plea.
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| » The fellawing investigation w&s eandueted hy
SA WEBTER S. POND: o o '
AT LIBERTY, 'MISSOURT

on Oetebcr 2 1968 R. H, WELLS’ jailer, Clay -
County Jail, Liberty, Hissouri, advised that FRED ALEXANDER chmuunuxx
desired to talk to an FBI Agent. Several grisonart have commented
- that MICHAELSON has claimed to be psychic in making predictions
of such things as aircraft disasters, but such predictions |
cannot be made without a ball-point pen. Such pans have not
been reeently ;vailable to MICHAELS@ SR A

o | On OetOber 2, 1968 FRBB ALEXANDER MICHAELSON
was interviewed at the Clay County Jail, Liberty, Missouri,
and he related the following inforﬁ;tion.

He has vital information eoncerning the assassinatians
of JOHN F. KENNEDY on November 22, 1963, MARTIN LUTHER KING on
April 3, 1968, and the sabsequent shocking news. of ROBERT ’
KENHEDY. His inform;tien "goes to the scale of great national
importance.” He has realized the information has been held .
too long, hut he refused to discuss it any further while confined
to the jail. His health has been impaired while in the jail, B
and efforts have been made without suceess to get into a Veterans
Hospital, MICHAELSON denied using the afor#nnntioned infornntion___ |
as an attempt to bargain for hig release fiom the jail but SRR
added that he definitely will not discuss the matter while
in jail. He will make a full disclosure if and when he is .
incarcerated in a Pederal gonitcntiary ‘o hogpital whern he
ean obtain treatnent for his nervous atqnuch.f '

| HICHAELSON h&a bncn eonfintd in jlil ftr more thnn
fourtnon,nnnths waiting trial, and his arraigament on local
charges was about one year ago. He has been ¢harged with the
 sales and attempted sales ¢f vented automebiles.  Delay of his
 trial on the loeal eharges has been caused by his change of
© lawyers, twe of whoa vithdrcw bqnun:c o{ his unaoépbrativt

P P A & 4%75& /J

VT ) /SMMUZDMA~‘ N
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| A Federal Grand Jury in the District of Kansas, on
Decenber 13, 1967, returned a three count Indietment |

charging MICHAELSON with violations of Title 18, Béetion 2314,

U. S. Code, in connsction with interstate ferged checks.

A Pederal detainer was filed on December 26, 1867. His photograph
was selected and identified by numerous witnesses as the passer
of forged checks, and his fingerprints were identified with
__latent impressions found on two of the checks described in the

* Indiectment. At the time of his arrest by local authorities, he

had possession of the identification used when the ferged checks
‘were cashed.

| » Effﬁrtnﬂtre bexng made to have the Office of the
United States Attornmey, District of Kansas, obtain a writ for
- MICHAELSON's appearance in Federal Court for a guilty plea.
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. o Enclosad are eight cppies ”  an. inaert reflecting
finfovmation reggjuing F‘ ). AL ER MICHABLSON also known

MWW msmmw* Y e B

'-gf AP ansas City case Agent handling the ITSP investlgation
‘will fallcw this matter and will furnish Memphls with-any

~ pertinent information which mlght ‘be obtained through subseguént o

interviews with MICHAELSON. - Kansas' City is. taklng no 1mmedlaﬁe‘j
 action because“of HICHABLSON's attitude and inasmuch as he has
A‘=m;de claims of being psychic. It will Ye noted MICHAELSON was
_incarcerated at Mlssouri State Penitentlary from about 6/25/85

~ ”{;~to about 8/26/66.

Ay

5 2,--Memph1s (Encs.
Kansas City

B4-760)
(1-~ 37 21205)
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_ SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) = 1
MURKIN

| “dii Enclosod are eight cp ies of an. 1nsent reflecting
: 1nformation regarding FRED ALEXANDER MICHAELSQN also known
- as HICHAEL HUNSON FBI #2 914 E.‘- : _ - : e

Kansas city case Agent handling the ITSP investigation f] 

will follow this matter and will furnish Memphis with any |
pertinent. information which might be cobtained through subsequent
interviews with MICHAELSON. Kansas City is taking no immediate
action because of MICHAELSON's attitude and inasmuch as he has
made claims of being psychie. It will be noted MICHAELSON was
incarcerated at Missouri State Penltentlary from about 6/25/65
- to about 8/25/66. DR L |

| 2 - Memphis (Bncs. 8)
(/3/f'Kansas City

Ry 780) S ,au.é
(1 - 87-21208)
WSP:rd g
(58)
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10/18/68
 AIR TEL  AIR MAIL

T0: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) |
FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY  (44-760)
MURKIN |

| Re telephone call from Memphis,lO/lS/SS
re article appearing in Wichita Beacon, Wichita, Ks.

, | Enclosed is one xerox copy of each
of the following artlcles

lews article appearxng in Wichita Beacon,‘
- Wichita, Ks 9/12/68 by Bernle Ward.

- News artlcle appear*ng in Wichita
~ Beacon, W1cklta, Ks., 10/16/68, by
| Bernie Ward. S

2 - Memphis (AM).
Enc. 2

2 - Kansas City

‘hmg, o

</zz 7@0 /:2/,2_“/"
Searched »- ' L
Serialized

Indexed.
Filed
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AIR TEL, AIR MAIL

' TO:  SAC, MEMPHIS (u4-1987)
FROM:  SAC, KANSAS CITY  (44-760)
MURKIN

Re telephone call from Memphis 10/16/68
- re article appearing in Wichita Beacon, Wichita, Ks.

| | Enclosed is ohe xerox copy of each
of the . following articles:

News article appearing in Wichita Beacon,
- Wichita, Ks., 9/12/68, by Bernie Ward.

News article appearing in chhita
Beacon, Wichita, Ks., 10/16/68, by
Bernle Ward.

2 - Memphis (AM)
Enc. 2

2 - Kansas City

hmg

(4)

A Jeo-lo o

~Searched __
Serialized | —
Index@d T —

Filed__
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Octcber 14, 1968

, no

aar Sheriff Barrett:

Thank you very much for the information
cocntained in your letter of October 10,

' We will do all we can to verify the ac-
curacy of the information given you.

Sincerely,

-

PHIL M, CANALE, JR.
District Attorney General
PMCJr :MEF
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