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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC (44-760) DATE: 10/16/68

FROM : SA JOHN M. GATTIS, JR. (P)

subject: MURK IN

SAC JENSEN from the Memphis Division telephonically
contacted the writer today advising that he desired an article 
which appeared in the Wichita "Beacon" zm or about 9/11/68 
reflecting an interview with GEORGE BONEBRAKE, a fingerprint 
expert. According to SAC JENSEN, BOXEBRAKE lectured at a 
police school in Wichita on or about 9/11/68. He further 
advised that the reason for this article was that the judge 
trying this case at Memphis had indicated he wanted no 
publicity. An attorney in Memphis had obtained a copy of 
this article and was complaining to the judge about it.
He stated that he was also advising the Bureau of this article

SA JAMES B. KELLY was telephonically contacted at
the Wichita RA and he advised that he was attempting to secure 
this article without any undue publicity in keeping with 
instructions from SAC JENSEN.

Thereafter, Supervisor NORMAN MC DANIEL from the
Bureau telephonically contacted ASAC MASON G. WORKING, advising 
that he desired this article and that it should be obtained 
without any publicity whatsoever.

SA KELLY dictated the contents of this article

5010-108

which thereafter was dictated to Supervisor MC DANIEL at the 
Bureau. Mr. MC DANIEL stated that Kansas City should hold on 
to the article and await further Bureau instructions.

SAC JENSEN was telephonically contacted and the
contents of the article dictated to him. He stated that he 
desired a xerox copy of the article.

JMG:tlw 
(1)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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The following article from page 1 of the Wichita Beacon, 
Wichita, Ks., Thursday, September 12,1968:

IDENTIFYING KING ASSASSIN SUSPECT EXPLAINED

By: Bernie Ward
Beacon Staff Writer

One man sitting in a Memphis, Tennessee, jail
cell knows only too well what kind of an expert George 
Bonebrake is.

James Earl Ray, awaiting trial as the accused
assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King last spring, is in that 
cell largely through the efforts of Bonebrake.

Bonebrake, one of the FBI’s most respected
fingerprint experts, is in Wichita conducting a Seminar 
on fingerprint identification for area law enforcement 
agencies.

Following the assassination of Dr. King, Bonebrake
led the search through thousands of fingerprints on file 
at the Washington, D. C., FBI headquarters, for the 
identification of the killer.

After Ray was arrested earlier this summer in
London, England, Bonebrake was the Government’s etar 
witness in the extradition proceedings that followed and 
it was his expert testimony that identified the man being 
held by Scotland Yard as the fugitive - James Earl Ray.

During iks a pause in the Seminar here Wednesday,
Bonebrake, a quiet, unassuming man, discussed the Ray case 
and others he has been involved in during this 27 years 
with the FBI.

"My testimony in the extradition hearing was twofold",
Bonebrake said, "Since Ray refused to admit his true 
identity".

71 was able to testify that the latent prints we
found in Memphis matched those taken of the man arrested 
in London, and that the same prints matched those taken of 
James Earl Ray while he was at the Missouri penitentiary.
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’'Therefore,” Bonebrake continued, "My testimony
tended to implicate him in the murder of Dr. King as well 
as identify him as the fugitive wanted for escaping from 
the Missouri prison."

Bonebrake picked up a large chart showing side-by-
side blow-ups of two fingerprints. "This one," he pointed 
to a blurred photo of a fingerprint, "is a latent print or one 
which was found at a crime scene, the other is an ink print, 
one taken from a suspect when he was arrested.

"When I am called to testify in court I point out 
to the jury how the two are identical.

"This is what I did in London. I was able to
show that the latent prints obtained in Memphis, the ones 
taken in London, and the ones taken ofR Ray at the Missouri 
prison were all the same."

Bonebrake said FBI Agents obtained "good"
latent prints from a rifle believed used to kill Dr. King, 
from a telescopic site on the rifle and from a pair of 
binoculars found at the scene. "This was a real break 
for us", he said.

"We had several names to go on but we didn't know 
which one was correct.

"Ray had purchased a car under the name of Gault
bought the rifle under another name and registered in the 
flop house in Memphis using the name John Willard."

"Once the latent prints were obtained", he said,
"an exhaustive comparison search was launched of thousands 
of prints of known offenders and known fugitives.

"This way," Bonebrake added, "we were able to
come up with Rayb name and eventually to identify him in London."

Bonebrake said he anticipated going to Memphis to
testify on the fingerprint identification during Ray’s 
upcoming trial.

"There’s no doubt in my mind that he (Ray) at least 
handled the murder weapon," Bonebrake commented.
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#/W6*

Aim aii mt

TO : BISECTOR, FBI (tt-m*l) * ■

raOMt SAC, KANSAS CITI cw-ree) P

MURKIN ' ■ . J ‘ i
civil rights ’ ■ a

OO: MEMPHIS : A AA

■ Re Miami airtel to the Bureau 10/2/38.

The following investigation Was conducted by 
IC WILLIAM C< MC WIAUh a .

a . At Jefferson City t Missouri ? Z ' A .

0a 10/23/68»Missouri State Penitentiary (MSP) 
racc^s wera checked fcn? DOM^ The following
information was obtained: a

DOMALD I# MITCHELL **« received at W Win/Oi 
andassigned 100312, from Dunklin County to serve a tw year 
sentence on charge of Larceny from the Person. Hawas

; transferred to Missouri Intermediate Reformatory (HIM)
3/30/60. Me was paroled 11/1/60 and returned to HIS </>/<!» 
as a PV# He was transferred back to the MSP 3/16/61, from 
MIR as Incorrigible. Hawas given a dischargeon 6/28/61,

; from tht W. - - ; \ ‘ a X

As DOMALD RAY MITCHELL, MSP |030M5, he vaB 
to serve a sew sentence of two years on charge of Uttering 
in Dunklin County. He was given a discharge froa thls sentence 
on 6/n/62, X . <.Xa<a^ ;

I - 8w«*u ' L
2 -M«phl« (U-UW)
1 • Miami tW-llWHW 
zt'- K*mu 'City ■
iBsh fes_

Serialized 
Indexed_ 
Filed „
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70a 6/8/68r pOMAU) UEE XItCREU. was xre^«lved «t the . 
»7' and assigned #10379, fw® 8i*i«»^^*«Brt3r^ -
year swrtence on charge of Bw^lary «»4 Stehllag. - M# w*s 

: «;8i*te2«4 on 8/1/88^7 ? . ? s

teiRg MITCHELL’# incarceration he imi migM to 
tM C^ure^ J^ ta O/lS/Hr
Me went to the Rena 'Tarn 6^e 1^ CUr^ Wh On l/S/H» - 

■ he wan; transferred ^#k fw Rtii' than t# tin M# and• ,

_ follewing nail# at the M^t ^7^77^ ■ ■

Mr. HAROBD SWEMSOS, Werdei/ Meeeerl State 
Penltentiai^ ^effereon City, Mieawrl, furnished the 

" ceXX aaeignaente of JAMES EARL RAY. . ; 7 \

4/23/67, when ha^eajm<><^ 7 '

. ; Me occupled the following cells: ; >

8/12/80-7/28/80 

7/2*^0-3/15/81 

J/U/61 - 11/22/61 

11/22/61-8/25/62 

8/25/82-8/8/82 

8/8/82-7/23/82

7/22722

8/10/82

8/15/62

M-m
S-22#

»-18 .

.1-

2

2-88

K-1S

K-161

K-168

- 8/19/62 

r 8/15/82

3/8/83
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10/29/8#

MH®.

mi:

DIRECTOR, FBI (#*-83861) 

SAC , KWAS CITY 0 A-^BW P

CIVILRIQHTS -

. Me Miami airtel to the Bureau 10/2/6$. .

The following investigation was conducted by .
IC WILLIAM C* MC DCMAIS: > \

. . On 10/23/66, Missouri State Penitentiary (MSP)
records were elt^tti for DOHALD LEE MITCHELL. The following 
Information was obtained:

FIX was received at the MSP 3/2/H, 
and assigned >00312, a DunklinCounty to serve a two year 
sentence on charge oj^ Larceny from the Person* He was 
transferred to Missouri Intereediato Reformatory (MIR) 
3/30/<0* Ms ws wwM n/l/it « 
as a PY. Me was transferred back to tho MSP 3/16/61, free 
MIR as incorrigible* He was given a discharge on 6/23/61, 

. free the MSP* 1 / X.X;

AsDOMALD BAT MITCHELL, MSP R30M, he was held 
to serve a new sentence of two years on charge of Uttering 
in Dunklin County* Ms wasgiven A discharge fro# this Sentence

* Meehls U^WIT)
* Kiwi (IMISDCInfe) 

,^2r~ Kansas City
^ ^CpO -W5 :

* Searched _
J Serialize.

indexed _
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> 6/4/66* DOMAW # m®U W i^ at the 
; . MSP $nd assigned 110379, from Butler Ceunty to serve a rtwo . 

: yearsentenee on charge ofBurglary andStealing« Hewas
Z ;<4£tc^^^ v^/Z' /Z/ 7z zZ" Zz z7z.zZ<z.,'

'.: Z . During MITCHEU-^Incarceration h« was assigned to ; 
the Church Fara outside assignment on 7/6/S5. On 12/15/S5, 
he went to the Rena Fara froa the Church Fara* On 1/5/66, 
he was transferradback from Rens Fara to the MSPand

0 7©H > ■ Z7Z777/z

. Available records #iMKbcrl^.„MX5fflftXS

. ■■ ' ^^Zs'^'hZ >^?*hx7<^xr#<: J
7 • 'J^^<7XWUi?^jl#: ' '

Hr. HAROLD 8WEMSOM, W*rd»n, Missouri State 
. Penitentiary ^Jefferson City t Misso«iri,funii*he<itha , 

' eell assignaents of JAMES EARL RAY. ' : '

, Z WtO # $h</|>i|^t#i^^^^^
• . ■ ^13/17, when lie;iMiMj|i^^ < X Jz/ ' -^7 '7 Z,Z" ‘ zz<..!Z 7.7 7

; He 9omq^t4 the follwing cell#: V

»/IW«8 - 7/M/Jf 

T/J8/W - V15/61 

i/u/u - u/M/n 

< ll/M/tl - WJV« 
' S/n/6? O#M

:<;>?;#^»r'M^
vil/w & X/ttrti 
l/ie/ii ^ O«? 

1/11/31-3/1/13

b-2* •

X-»»
K-1M

E-M*

B-x*
S-H

K-15 

x-ui 

t-xii
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SAC, Memphis (44-1987) October 28, 1968

Director, FBI

MURKIN

ReMEairtel to the Bureau dated 10/17/68

Enclosed for Memphis and Kansas City is one
copy of the identification record concerning Robert Dale 
Porter, for assistance in evaluating the infomation as 
furnished by Carl Raymond Osborne*

Memphis and Kansas City should expedite 
the evaluation in this matter*

Enclosure

Kansas City (Enclosure)

FBI—KANSAS
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A WMRM ' t

11/1/88

AIR MAIL

TO: DIXKCTCB, FBI (44-38*81)
• RM: 8AC, KAKU* CITT (4«-7«0) F /

1 to Methin 10/38/88 .
ords Clerk, Missouri State

Pen!teat! y, Jefferson City, Missouri, advised that ROBKRT  DALI __  803188, was incarcerated at the penitentiary
from 7/10/61 until 9/1/63 and again fm3/#/Huntil13/3/67 

P 808133. Mo infestation regarding any escapes or .under

It to bo noted tist B 
interviewed on 4/30/88 by Agents of the OtUkm City Office, 
results in their airtel to Director 4/30/68.

It view of this as# htcaweoframR'e exttMlw 1 
arrest record amd background, tlurlfcuoi#*^ . -
that, no credence should be placed la the infornationfuraished ■ .

1 >WM« (44-1M7) (Inf•) 
V)*mb**'City L . 
IHkJrt . \

SMrched__ 
^wM <

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AIRTKL

TO:

u/i/gg

ASM MIL

Re Bureau airtel to Meaphis 10/28/68•
BARRT LOFT, Records Clerk, Missouri State 

Penitentiary, Jefferson City* Missouri, advised that ROBSRT 
BALM PCRTRR, MSP 003180, van incarcerated at the penitentiary 
free 7/19/dl nntil 9/1/gl aad again free 3/1/64 until 12/8/67 

V - ender Wf981M> Me inf creation regarding any escapes or

' ; . ixlmUMH ea 4/28/68 byAgents at the QklahMB dty ^fict, : 
rmlts iii their airtel UMrecter 4/|0/tt« ' ; ;

:, < , Is view of this and became of BCRm*s extensive 
arrest record and background, the Manoas City Office feels 
that no credencesheuld bo place# in the inforaation furnished
by carl barhomb obbormb

J>## (4«»mTH w

4;

J .-Ui ■ <;u

Serialized . -
Indexed 
filed
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AIRTEL

MEMPHIS (^-1987)

FROM: SAC -P

hours

^ 1

10 miles

on ease
&

4!'-W

^ 3

13 regular hours 
0

a
v

4

TO SAC.

W. sr

Seized 
leaked 
filed

KANSAS CITY (>U-7601

xi/mo

AIRMAIL

MWW

^,Mwsph^..^ »' ■ W/|i

. tol&Mdi^^ ofthenumber ofman hours
s^^tl^'iii^^ the^iOM#;^^^
Mui^r:^ ms ? '

A)Specials Agent

Metal

&>c$t^£i^ regular hours 
overtime hours
hours

i^ter^

uurApg^pg^ -

xx-WWWWeta ‘ <.;4X-X V ’ W
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