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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

Report of: RAYMOND Bs HOWE Office: Kansas City
Date: 12 / 13 / 6 8

Field Office File No.: L4760 Bureau File No.: 4L4-38861
Title: JAMES EARL RAYj

" DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
(DECEASED)_a VICTIM

' Character: CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY
UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY

Synopsis: FBI Finger prlnt Examiner GEORGE BONEBRAKE conducted a
week-long seminar to law enforcement officers from the
south(bntral Kansaa area at Wluhlta, Kansas .during November, 1968,
An article concerning this seminar and BONEBRAKE's activities in
the JAMES EARL RAY case appeaved in the W1ch1ta Beacon NewsEaEer
968,

September 12, 1968+ Also in this newspaper on October 16,
it revealed that JAMES EARL RAY's attorney complained that
prosecution witnesses have made public statements congerning. his
elient, Both articles set forths, On October 24, 1968, Judge

" BATTLE, Criminal Court, Memphis, Tennessee, signed a petition
requiring Examiner BONEBRAKE appear on December 6, 1968, to show
cause why he should not be heard in contempt of court. Interviews
with law enforcement officilials attending seminar held by BONEBRAKE
in Wichita set forth.

-P-

DETAILS:

The following article under the heading "Identifying
King Assassin Suspuut Explained" appeared in the Wichita
Beacon Newspaper, Wichita, Kansas, on September 12, 1968. The
article was wrltten by BERNIE WARD, Beacon Staff Writer, and
states as follows:

This document contains neither recommendsations znor conclusicns of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and
its conteants are not (o be distributed outside your agency.
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"One man sitting in a Memphis, Tenn.,, jail cell
‘knows only toe well what kind of an expert George Bonebrake
1S,

"James Earl Ray, awaiting trial as the accused assassin
of Dr, Martin Luther King last spring, is in that cell largely
through the efforts of Bonebrake,

"Bonebrake, one of the FBI's most respected fingerprint
experts, is in Wichita conducting a seminar on fingerprint
identification for area law enforcement agencies,

"Following the assassination of Dr, King, Bonebrake led
the search through thousands of fingerprints on file at the
Washington, D.C,, FBI nnaﬂquarters for the identification
of the killer,

"After Rav was arrested earlier this summer in London,
England, Bonebrake was the government's star witness in the
extradition proceedings that followeds And it was his
expert testimony that identified the man being held by

Scotland Yard as the fugitive - James Earl Ray.

"During the pause in the seminar here Wednesday,
Bonebrakz, a culet, wnudumnlng marn discussed the Ray case
and others he has been involved in during his 27 years
with the FBIL,

"IMy testimony in the extradition hearing was two-fold,'
Bonebrake salid, "since Ray was refusing to admit his true
identity.,

"1 was able to testify that the latent prlnts we found in
Memphis ma-ﬁh 4 those taken of the man arrested in London,
and thait the same prints matched those taken of James Earl
Ray while he was at the Missouri Penitentiary,

"1 There fmr@ﬁ“ Bonebrake continued, 'My testimony tended
to dmplicats hom in the murder of Dr. King as well as identify
him as ths f}gyﬁiwa wanted for escaping from the Missouri prison.’
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"Bonebrake pilcked up & large chart showing side-by=side
blow=-ups of twe fingerprints. 'This one,' he pointed to a
blurred photo of a fingerprint, 'is a latent print, or one
which was found at a crime scenes, The other is an ink print,
‘one taken from a suspect when he was arrssted,

"‘When I am called to testify in court, I point out
to the jury how the two are identical,

"'This is what I did in London, I was able to show that
the latent prints obtained in Memphis, the ones taken in
London and the ones taken of Ray at the Missouri prison were
all the same.’

"Bonebrake sald FBI agents obtained ‘good' latent prints
from a rifle believed used to kill Dr, King, from a telescopic
sight on the rifle and from a pair of binoculars found at
the scene.

""This was a real break for us,' he said., 'We had
several names to go on but we didn't know which one was
corrects

"'Ray had purchased a car under the name of Gault, bought
the rifle under ancther name and registered at the flophouse
in Memphis using the name John Willard.'

"Once the latent prints were obtained, he said, an
exhaustive somparison search was launched of thousands of
prinits of known offenders and known fugitives,

"'"This wav,' Bonebrake added, 'We were able to come up
with Ray's name and eventualily to identify him in London.'

"Bonebraks sald he anticipated going to Memphis to
testify on the fingerprint identification during Ray's
upcoming twial,

""There's no deubt in my mind that he (Ray) at least
handaled the murder weapon,' Bonebrake commented.,
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"During the week-long seminar here, Bonebrake is
instructing lawmen ifrom several South Central Kansas police
and sheriff's departments on the proper identification
of latent prints.

"The @1ﬁ3k 15 dasigned to teach officers to go to a crime
scene and da:s 4 the cyime scene or latent prints using
various pp@re

. he foi cers compared latent prints
found at ¢ Hrepared scene with those of known offenders
and establis ider Cﬁtlﬁnaa Today, they were instructed
on the means @f f:. ]"ing that evidence for trial, Friday
they will prese the evidence during a mock triall

On Cotobar 16 labBQ the following story under the
heading "Beacon St@rv : Ray Trial Controversy" appeared
in the Wi@hitn RLEL Newspaver, This article was also written
by BERNIE WZ ' Tas g

2 sia e by the defense and prosecution
CEES 00 Janem M¢¢; 4y, accused assassin of Dr, Martin
Luth% b l\lglg &

"The Beacan mstory quoted FBI fingerprint expert
George Bonsbrakae, the aagnt whe identified Ray at an
extraedition hasvring in London last summer, as saying: HThere
1s no deunt in my mind that he(Ray) at least handled the
murder weanon.’

Lo tgday in the lMemphis Tenn,, Commercial
Slsoottornev, Arthar J, Hanes, charged that a court
teting ﬁﬁﬁ”t””ﬂl publicity in the case, "protects
wtion and only muzzles the defense,'!

FHanes o1 el ﬁpi%.fﬁwllly The Beacon interview story
here with b@qrgg» 85 an ax:mple of prosecution witnesses
who ave neds 1o o statements conv1ct1ng my client and
we havs hang ne to gounter them,'
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" On Septe 30, Hanes, private detective Renfro Hays,
hired bv the defense, and two Memphis reporters, Roy
Hamilton o¢f the Memphis Press - Scimitar and Charles
Edmundson ¢f the Commercial Appeal were cited for contempt
of court for trial-related statements made outside of court.

"W, Preston Battle, criminal court judge in Tennessee's
Shelby County, issued the contempt citations,

"The contempt findings came after complaints Hanes
and Hays had veiced about the unusually strict guard placed
en Rays The two newsman reported the complaints
in their Memphis papers.

"Hanes had complained the strict security surrounding his
client had threatened Ray's sanity and called the security
measuras 'oruel and unusual punishmente' ... .

'Last week, Time Magazine in reporting the conflict
between Judge Battle and the four defendants in the contempt
actien, reported Hanas also had talked to the press about the
pessibility of Communist conspiracy in the King murder,

"The Time report said that Judge Battle had found no
viclation of E:v“, rights %nd had described the security

presautions as 'reassnable’

"“hﬁ judge further stated that outwofacourt suggestions
that Ray's sanity may be in danger were extremely prejudicial
and constitute a gl@as and present danger' to picking an
impartial Jury and holding a fair trial,

"In iszuing the contempt cltation Battle found statements
by Hanes and Havs and the subsequent news stories by the two
repociers wave vislation of his order prohibiting any
prejudiclal ovi-of-court discussions of this case,

“In today's gtory in the Memphis Commercial Appeal, Hanes
D oextensnively fo the interview here with Bonebrake.
hare to conduct a seminar on fingerprint

51 law enforcement agencies,
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"At that time, bonebrake told a Beacon reporter he had
taestified at the Ray extradition hearing that 'Vhe latent
fingerprints we found in Memphis matched those 'taken of the
man arrestaed in London and that the same prints matched
those taken of James Earl Ray while he was at the Missouri
penitentiary.

”'Lu@fo:ureg my testimony tended to implicate him in
the muprder of Dr. King as well as ildentify him as the
fugitive wanted er escaping from the Missouri prison,’

"Bonebrake also stated that FBI agents had obtained
"gocd' latent prints from a rifle believed used to kill
Dr, King, from a teles Gplb sight on the rife and from a
pair of binoculars all found abandoned near the Memphis
Crime SCene.

"In the Commercial Appeal Store, Hanes referred to

Bonebrake's statements as an example of how Judge Battle's
or limiting py ~t“1ai publicity has dlfferent effects on the
x>

defense and pr cuticn,

] A e T A s
"He added that any

eficort at successfully llmltlng the
press wWould have 1o be at :

s EF
a nation-wide level,

"F raporier for the Commercial Appeal told The Beacon
enpt had been made to contact Bonebrake but te
Defs, FBl office said the fingerprint expert was
town and coule net be reached.

aiss s5a41d Hanes told him he received a
story in the mail from an unidentified
from Wichlitae.

Brrmingnan, Ala., attorney, is in Memphis
T 1ﬂwf3h‘5~mluu of items of evidence the state
15 @xﬁ%@:ug w0 bredace when Ray goes to trial Nev., 12,

sis charges against the court but the
czached, ™
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On October 24, 1968, Judge W. PRESTON BATTLE,
Criminal Court of Shelby County, Memphis, Tennessee, signed
a petition requiring that Examiner BONEBRAKE appear before
that court on December 6, 1968, to show cause why he should
not be held in contempt of court. This action was taken
in connection with an article appearing in the Wichita,Kansas,

Beacon Newspaper concerning a police school conducted by Mr.
BONEBRAKE September 9 - 13, 1968, at Wichita, Kansas,
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 Date 11178/58

= : Hajor CLYDE BEVIS Records DlVlSlon, chhlta, Kansas
-Pollce Departmnt, said he had requested the FBI conduct-an
advanced fingerprint school for the Wichita Police Department 3y
with the understandlng officers from surrounding' law enforcement
agencxes would be invited. Major BEVIS recalled thls school .
was held at the police academy of ¢he W1ch1ta qulce Departmnt
durlng mxddle of September, 1968.‘ (

: Hajor BEVIS ‘said that in the regular course of Lo
bu31ness he notified members of the news medla he encountered -
_at police headquarters of the schocl helng in session and
. suggested they might. like to cover it. He specifically
~ recalled talking to OLLIE THOMPSON, News Director of TV . s
Station KTVH and BERNIE WARD, a reporterfbr the:Wichita Beacon.gf“w
- THOMPSON made no commitment when he weould try to cover the . ...
. school. WARD declared he would appear at the school at 2300 PH}',_:
Tuesday, September 10, 1968,  Major BEVIS comilented he:. . osss
arranged to be at the classroom at the time specified by BTt
: WARD, however, WARDdid not appear. On Wednesday, Saptember o
11, 1958, BEVIS said he was notified by some member of the
}trainlng staff of the. ‘Wichita Police Department that WARD haﬁ
| peared at the classroom BEVIS 1nstructed _that Lleutenant

| WARD w1th any coverage he de81red.

-  BEVIS declared 1t was hls understandirg the 1nstruct1.on{ T
belng prov1ded by Mr. BONEBRAKE was for ‘the benefit of law ~ =~ . °
enforcement officers alone and not available for members ' v 7 -
- -of the press or others. "He gave specific instructions. that
. members of the _press not be invited to .attend, any of the
:classroom :sessions and he feéels confident that had any - L
‘member .of the news media trled to enter- the cldssroom whlle G
the instructions were belng glven he w0u1d have been o
1mmed1ately notlfled | V | :

s BEVIS aaid he had no further contact ‘with the
: z"class or members of the press. When the article appeared -
- in the wlchlta Beacon on: September 12 1963. he~w§5 shockad

S at. . . ,,,"A S i ) - B F”.e,‘#" e o R :

| sAyi:x.Hé‘R -R. PLBTCHER:bjﬁ'q R '1171/_;?22*1,35;8;
e ' —- T - _ Dofe dlctofed o

This document con?oms nenher recommendahons nor canclusrons of 1he FBL: It is the properiy of the FBI Qnd Is Iooned to your agency;v-
it and its contents are not to be dos!nbuted out5|de your ogency . - :

et .
: SRRy

_ ‘8 
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at its contents and without checking the: accuracy of the
facts expressed his displeasure to WARD on the day after
publication. BEVIS observed that WARD was invited to
do an article on the school, not on the background of the
instructor or the RAY case. WARD'S only comment was,

"Well that's news;"
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Dote___11/26/68  ©

’ . Lleutenant RALPH E. GREEN, 1017 West 3rd Street,
E1l Dorado, Kansas, advised he is employed by the El Dorado:. e
Department of Public Safety and attended .an aivanced. flngerpplnt S
school sponsored by the Wichita, Kansas Police Department =~ - -
= durlng the ‘second week of September. 1968.  Lieutenant GREEN
- said the class was taught by’ Mr. GEORGE BONEBRAKE of the FBI,

and lasted for one week._

- - Lleutenant GREEN saldthe class was for law enforcement,_
offlcers only and he never observed any reporters or people .
from the news media in the class room during the class sessions.
- Lieutenant GREEN said the only time he saw anyone from the

news media was a KTVH-TV cameraman, who took some plctures

of Mr. BONEBRAKE, but this was during one of: their recesses

and nothlng was sald on this eccasion regardlng the RAY case..;

: i Lleutenant GREBN sald he at no tlme heard HP.“M=‘~
| BONBBRAKE discuss the RAY case with reporters or members
of the class durlng a recess. According to Lieutenant
GREEN the only time he did hear Mr. BONEBRAKE discuss the
RAY case was during class and he did recall Mr. BONEBRAKE
'say that he had testified in England-at the extradition
proceedings and his testimony was that he had ccapared the
- latent flngerprlnts obtained from evidence in: Memphis, . :
. Tennessee, with known flngerprlnts ofJﬁHES EARL RAY and found
they were ldentlcal. ‘ . E o

 Lieutenant GREEN said Mr. BONEBRAKE cautioned the
=members of the class not to discuss anything regarding the
RAY case .or informatlon he had furnlshed durlng the class.

11/19/68 El Dorado, Kansas ° _ KC 44-760

C «¥SA‘R16HARD L. ECKBERG:bjc E N 1;/19/53
'by _ ) : ‘ ' ' S Dctedlctated L

This document contcms nelther recommendohohs nor c0ncluslons of 'he FBI It Is the proper'y of the FBI and is- loaned to’ your ogency;
it ond ns conren':s are not to be dismbuted outslde your agency : ' ‘
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Date__
' : .
4

2 Offlcer LEE M.. PADDOCK JR., 325 West Towanda, R B
E1 Dorado, Kansas, advigsed he is employed by the E1 Dorado ..
Department of Public Safety and attended a me week advanced
_ flngerprlnt school in Wichita, Kadnsas during the second -
week of September, 1968, which was sponsored by the Wichita
Police Department and taught by Mr. GEORGE BONEBRAKE of the

- FBI.

5 PADDOCK said he is quite certaln no members of the
press, television or radic were permitted to attend the
class and the only time he saw anyone c¢onnected with.the
news media in' the classroom was during a recess when a
telev131on cameraman took some. fllm footage. S

: o PADDOCK said he never was present or never observed ~ =
Mr. BONEBRAKE talking to newsmen other than the above mentioned .
television ‘cameraman and never heard Mr. BONEBRAKE discuss the
RAY case vlth newsmen or'members of the class during a recess.ﬁ‘

- .-». _ PADDOCK. sald Mr, - BONEBRAKB dld sPeak brlefly about
the RAY case during the class. He told" the class he had
testified at the extradition proceedlngs in England and

‘his testlmony concerned the flndlng of latent flngerprlnts

on a gun in Memphls and the comparison of these latent
flngerprlnts with the known flngerprlnts of JAMES EARL .
RAY, which established that RAY was the person whohad been'..
areested in England and also the person whose flngerprlnts |
were found on the gun. . v ‘ . . A

_ j PADDOCK sald Mr. BONBBRAKE cautmoned the members.

of fhe class not to discuss the case outside the classroom , . .
- and PADDOCK. said he Bid not hear elthar Mr. BONBBRAKE or any

member of the class dlacuss ﬁhe case. - J o

f-.11/19/68i ""El*po}éao;fxahsésf’f“;lk 7'd,fKC 4&-750ﬁfa;;&Q;wvwi'
et File# (

'SA 'RICHRB.D’%:‘;L‘;E‘.i’Bféﬁi:BjERG-‘bjc,‘ Spet ey 11/20/88
R '1. S [)ote dictated v

- < P / A 2 - . R .
< This documem contoms neother recommendohons nor conclus:ons of the FBI It is tha property of the FBI ond Is looned qu your ogency;
Wand its contents are not to be dlotrlbuted outslde your ogency e SRS o s ¢ _ . -~
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Date__33/98/66— -

MORRIS HEPRON Valley Center Pollce Offlcer. recalled

attendlng a school on,the subject of flngerprlnts conducted by

a Mr. BONEBRAKE, of the FBI, at the Police Academy," W1ch1ta,i
Kansas, durlng early part of September, 1968.‘A - .

HERRON sald he was present at every session and

did not hear Mr. BONEBRAKE or any member of the class’ conduct o

a press conflerence or have any contact with the press on any
subject other than the school itself. Mr. HERRON recalled
representatlves of the news media being at the school. He

' thought it was the last day, Friday, September 13, 1968, on.

the occasion of the graduation of the class members., At this

time he observed strangers around the halls of. the academy with
movie cameras, therefore, concluded they were television cameramen.
He did not recognize. any of thesge persons., He could not remember \
if Mr. BONEBRAKE was present at the school at this time.

HERRON was most emphatlc 1n recalllng no members _
of the press were in the closed meetings of the school wherein

Mr. BONEBRAKE - 1nstructed on the subject of flngerprlnts.

At an early date of the school, exact date not
recalled, HERRON mentioned some member of the class asked
a direct questlon of BONEBRAKE concerning the use of latent
flngerprlnts in the JAMES EARL RAY case. In response o . this-
question, BONEBRAKE observed he had testified in the hearlng _
of RAY at London, Lngland, earlier 'in the year that flngerprints
were introduced to establish the identity of RAY. BONEBRAKE
elaborated on this poxnt to the extent he. mentloned he had
testified that known prints of RAY from Missouri State
Penitentiary were identical with the questloned prints of
the suspect in custody of the English authorltles.

HERRON recalled BONBBRAKE decllned to dlscuss thls
case further mentioning snmethlng to the effect this was still
a pending case gnd FBI pollcy dld not ‘permit the publlc dlsclosure
of such information. | A o A

11/19/68 o Valley Center, Kansas ,Fné#’ -KC;49—760“,

SA ELMER R. FLETCHER:bjc " poiedictoted. 11/21/68"

This document conloms neither recommendations nor, conclusmns of the FB| It is the property of lhe FBI and is Iooned to your agency;
it and. its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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: - HERRON volunteered he had read the article
appearlng in the Wichita Beacon of .about September 12, 1988,
‘and he did not hear BONEBRAKE or a 'member of the flngerprlnt
class mentlon such facts to the press. ST e |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FRCN

'FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION =

. 11/26/68

e , Offlcer CHARLES F.o STBWART Department of Publlc IR
Safety, E1 Dorado, Kansas, home addreSs, 113 East 5th Street, = -
El Dorado, Kansas, advised he attended an advanced fingerprint
‘'school sponsored by the Wichita, Kansas Police Department during .
'the second week of September, 1968. STEWART said the class was

~taught by Mr. GBORGE BONEBRAKE of the FBI and 1asted for one

?week.

STEWART said the class was restrlcted to members

of law enforcement agenc1es only and he never observed any -

‘member of the press, radio or. telev131on in the classroom

during the time the class was in session. ‘Mr. STEWART said _
© about the next to last day of the class he recalled a television -
- cameraman taking some pictures, but.did not hear or obserwe Mr,
BONEBRAKE make any statements on’ thls.occa51on about the RAY
case. ‘ L . . . . .

, STEWART said he atmo tlme heard Mr. BONBBRAKE dlscuss
- the RAY case with members of the news media or members of the ;
- ¢lass during recesses, STEWART said the only time he heard ’

Mr. BONEBRAKE discuss the RAY case was during. class and this
“was only to ‘illustrate a point in how latent flngerprlnts
. could be used to 1dent1fy an individual with a crime.. STEWART
said Mr. BONEBRAKE did mentlon that he had testified in the :
extradition proceedings in England to identify RAY as the person
who was identical with the individual who had been in the
penltentlary as JAMES ‘EARL RAY in Missouri and alsc identical.
with the person whose flngerprlnts were found on a weapon found
near . the crnme gcene in Memphis, Tbnnessee. : ;

STBWART said Mr. BONEBRAKE told the class he dld
not want them to discuss anything he ‘had told them about the
_RAY case outszde the classroom. o _ . :

g

11/19/68  El Dorado, Kansas ~ ~ KC W4=760

e . File#

. sA RICHARD L;fECKBERs:bjc' B 11/19/68
< M . Date dictoted - .

 This documpnf contains neither recommendohons nor. conclusuons of the FBI It ns the _property. of ‘the FBI ahd is 1oaned. to }our og'l:ancy-; N
- itand its contents are not o be dlstﬂbuted outsnde your ;agency. ' : o : o : !
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B ' The following 1nvestlgat10n was conducted by
Sp901a1 Agent EUGENE W, RUIZ' - , : -

AT WICHITA, KANSAS°5”

: Lieutenant JORDAN JONES Laboratory Investlgator, R
W1ch1ta Police Department, adv1sed November 19, 19683 he was
in attendance at the school in which Mr. BONEBRAKE lectured. - .
He stated there were no members of the press in the class.,A“

He stated that he assis ted BONEBRAKE in every way he could

and he was the person who introduced a member of the press,
whose name he did not recall, to BONEBRAKE; ' He stated that -
at this time the class took a break and BONEBRAKE -spoke .to thls
‘member of the press for a very short period of time. JONES

... stated. he could not remember what was dlscussed., JONES stated. s
he did recall however, that after he read the newspaper artlcle i

concerning BONEBRAKE and the RAY case, he wondered how: ‘the press

‘agent could have written such a complete article concerning his
interview with 'BONEBRAKE when he had been with him such a short o
time. JONES stated he was with BONEBRAKE during the breaks in ‘the

"event he could be of any assistance, ‘and no furtheryvess 1nqu1r1es;éf;

were made. JONES stated ‘the only: .other: oceasion when the news.
media came was when a local television station took photographs -
‘- of BONEBRAKE. JONES stated that at no tlme did he hear BONBBRAKE
discuss anything concerning the RAY case with any.- of the news™ .
media, JONES stated that during the class BONEBRAKE told them
how the latent prlnts had been:identified with those of RAY j,
and how many elimination prlnts they had. He stated BONBBRAKE'
~ also stated he had testified to the: 1dent1f1cation of RAY'S
Vprlnts, but- furnlshed no detalls.,_ RO -
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- Date__ o = o

. ART STONE, Chief of Security, Wichita State University,. .
advised that while he was a member of the Sedgwick County Sheriff's
0ffice, Wichita, he attended a fingerprint school held in Wichita, ..
‘which was operated by GEORGE BONEBRAKE 0f the:Identification Division
of the FBI. He’said_the‘school'waswhe1d in'abouf18eptember,31968, and
- only duly accredited_law.epfbrceﬁentﬂofficers were in attendance .
- at this school. S D R }

S ' STONE said that during one break period in this school
.~ _-he saw a local newspaper reporter being introduced to Mr. BONEBRAKE
by an unrecalled member of the Wichita, Kansas Police Department.
" STONE said he was not certain, but thought this reporter might -
- be BERNIE WARD. He said although he did not hear the‘entire

conversation between this person and BONEBRAKE, he thought he heard
this person obtaining background information regarding BONEBRAKE.
He said he did not hear any convgrsatignibetween these two . L

regarding the JAMES EARL RAY case.

o " STONE did 'advise that BONEBRAKE did mention the RAY

case after receiving an inquiry from someone in the fingerprint
dass. ~ In this connection he explained to the class how latents.

and partial latents;receiVedifrom”varieus‘sourﬁesvand,Seemingly‘
unrelated at the time they were obtained later turn out to be -
related matters and excellent evidence material. BONEBRAKE ~ - .
did mention that he had travelled to Londen, Enghnd in connection
with the RAY case to testify that the fingerprints of the man
in custody there were identical with the known fingerprints of

JAMES EARL RAY who had escaped from the Missouri State Prison,
Jefferson City, Missouri. He said he is certain BONEBRAKE only
mentioned the RAY case to show some of the conditions aifingerprint :
man would work under and the necessity of obtaining and maintaining’
prints. ‘ S = B , . o
4 | " QTONE said the RAY case was only one . of many T
illustrations used by BONEBRAKE for demonstrations in the class,

to make a point about a certain phase or item in the training. He .
said BONEBRAKE did not discuss the RAY case at any length and '
always cautioned the persons in the class about any further -
discussion. of this mater. = IR R L R e T

©11/19/68

| " Wichita, Kansas. . .. KC 44=760 .

File#___ =

_at_

o a1/aeses. s
— ';DOfebdinc'red G

. SA JAMES F. MILLER:bje
- by S .

- This d»ocu’ment' »contéins neither rgcommen'd‘ufions‘ nor _éonclusions ot the FBI. It is the prope.r!yjf of the FBI and is Iolsdnad'-lo jyo'ur OQienc
it and’its contents are not to be distributed outside your.agency. Co 2 S T i S ‘Y'T"
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. . Detectlve Sergeant DEAN BERG, Sedgwick County
g Sherlff's Offlce, furnlshed the fQIIQW1ng 1nfbrmatlon" B
e o He recently attended flngerprlnt séhool in W1ch1ta,,v S
Kansas at which ‘time GEORGE BONEBR!KE of the FBI was the instructor.
He said no newspaper reporters were in attendance at thls school R
SLnee it was for law enfbrcemant off1c1als only. = - S
.- He’ sald that.on ‘about the thlPd or fourth day of . |
the sehool he saw an unknown man talklng to BONEBRAKE and he was

of tha oplnlon this person was a newspaper reporter, however, S
‘since he dld,not know the man he is not certain of this 1nformatlon.l’

He said this conversation took @ Adce during a break in the clagses T

" and was probably about 10 to 15 minuteg in length.- BERG sald he
- did not know the te¥t of their canversatlon. - B
RS B BBRG ‘said BONEBRAKE mentioned the JAMES EARL RAY case in
‘one of the classes and apparently did this to show how: 1mportant -
partial and latent prints can be in a case. He said in this -/

,conversatxon.BONBBRAKE mentioned that a part1a1 latent print haa' o

been obtained in the KAY case and went on t0 show ghat what:
‘appeared to be unrelated items at the tlme they are obtained later
“turn-out to be related in some manner, ‘He. further advised’ that .
BONEBRAKE said he compared the flngerprlnts of the man in custody
-in+-England with the known fzngerprzﬁts ‘of JAME§»5ARL Rﬁ%bwho had
escaped from the.Hlssourl State Penxtaﬁ%ié%y*‘”?“fbund they were

, 1d¢nt1ea1.;..' e , e ‘$;~ ) S

SRS o BERG adv1sed that BONEBRAKE taiked about a mu@ber of
cases, ‘without. mentlonlng a lot of names,; and in each case pointed
- out -how certain-items of evidence can become very important to .
. a case. BONEBRAKE wonld show how latents obtained from various -
-and sometimes unlikely places would be lﬁportant.. BERG said as’
far as he is concerned BONBBRAKE was a excellent 1nstructer.;:'

| on 11/19/68 ,_uichita, Xansas L pues . KC w760

oy SA JAMES F. MILLER:bje . ‘Dmd.cmedllflma

.Thm documentconknns nenherreconunendohons norconduﬂons offhe FBlltns Me propeny ofihe FBlondlsloonedlo ypurogency; ‘
, nond its contents are not to be dlsmbufed outsnde your ogency i : Lo : '
’ b . E “/ ) ‘ o .
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The following investigation was conducted by
Special Agent EUGENE W. RUIZ:

AT WICHITA, KANSAS:

Detective Sergeant, WARREN MALONE Laboratory
Investigator, Wichita Police Department, adv1sed November
19, 1968, he had attended the school given by Mr. BONEBRAKE.

- He stated to the best of his knowledge, there were no members
of the press in this class. He stated he recalled that a
member of the press did come to the school and they took.

a break and so BONEBRAKE could talk with him. He stated
he did not hear what they discussed and the interview was
no more than ten minutes. MALONE stated he did not know |
of any further inquiries by the press. He stated that during

- the class, BONEBRAKE was questioned concerning the RAY case.
BONEBRAKE told the class about receiving the weapon for
examination and checking fingerprint cards and how they
eliminated them and identified the prints as those of RAY.

He also told them he had gone to England and testified, but
MALDORE said he dould not remember what BONEBRAKE said he had
testified to. MILONE stated that BONEBRAKE told the class

that the RAY case was still pending and for them not to discuss
it outside the class;the informationhe furnished them ‘was

solely for the classes benefit.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) . : ‘

» -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 Dar 11/27/68

JAMES D, LAZELLE, Undersheriff, Cowley County
Sheriff's Department, was contacted at the Winfield Police
Station. He furnished the following information:

He attended each session of an advanced finger-
print school conducted from September 9, 1968 through
September 13, 1968, at the Wichita Police Academy, Wichita,
Kansas. The school was conducted by GEORGE BONEBRAKE,
This school was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation
for full-time law enforcement officers of Police and Sheriff's

Departments,

The JAMES EARL RAY case was mentioned while dis-
cussing latent fingerprints, their location and lifting,
and their use in testimony to identify an individual.
BONEBRAKE stated that he had been able to give testimony
as to RAY's identity, based on fingerprints., There were no
newsmen present when the RAY case was mentioned,

Newsmen from TV Channel 12, and from The Wichita
Beacon, were present on one or two occasions, during recess
breaks, for the purpose of obtaining information pertaining
to the fingerprint school, He at no time heard the RAY
case mentioned while newsmen were present,

11/20/68 Winfield, Kansas KC 44-760

SA JAMES B, KELLY:ENV ‘ 11/21/68

Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the fgl It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) ‘ . .
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
11/27/68

Date

CECIL JAMES LOWER, 227 Random Road, Sergeant,
Arkansas City Police Department, was contacted at the
Arkansas City Police Station, He furnished the following

information:

He attended an advanced fingerprint school at
the Wichita Police Department, Wichita, Kansas, from
September 9, 1968 through September 13, 1968, This school
was sponsored by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and
was conducted by GEORGE BONEBRAKE, He understood that this
school was open to law enforcement personnel only,

He recalls that the JAMES EARL RAY case was
mentioned during the regular class period., It was clearly
understood that information pertaining to the RAY case was
not to be discussed with anyone outside the class, The RAY
case had come up in connection with the locating, lifting,
preserving, and presenting findings in testimony, concerning
latent fingerprints. BONEBRAKE mentioned having given
testimony as to RAY's identity. '

Representatives of TV Channel 12, and a photographer
that took still pictures were present at the school, during
2 recess, on one day during the session., He did not know
who the still photographer represented, but assumes it was a
news media., Moving pictures were taken of class members and
a still picture was posed for by BONEBRAKE and a class
member, during the break, He does not know of any interview
that newsmen had with BONEBRAKE,

The only mention that he heard made of the RAY
case during the time the newsmen were present, was when the
representative of the Wichita Police Department introduced
GEORGE BONEBRAKE to the newsmen, At that time, the man
making the introductions stated that GEORGE BONEBRAKE was
one of the men who had worked on the RAY case,

11/20/68 Arkansas City, Eansas KC 44-760

at

SA JAMES B, KELLY :ENV ' 11/21/68

by Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBIl and is loaned to your agency:

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) '
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- 11/27/68

KENNETH MOUSER, 223 E. 1l1lth, Records and Identi-
fication Officer, Wellington Police Department, was contacted
at his home, He furnished the following information:

He attended each session of an advanced fingerprint
school conducted at the Wichita Police Department Acadenmy,
Wichita, Kansas, from September 9, 1968 through September 13,
1968. The school was conducted by GEORGE BONEBRAKE of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. It was his understanding
that the school was conducted for Police and Sheriff's
Officers, and was a ''closed" school, with no one other than
full-time peace officers invited to attend.

On one day during the school, there were represent-
atives from Channel 12 TV, and a photographer from the
Wichita Beacon present at the Academy, during a recess, for
the purpose of obtaining information pertaining to the ,
fingerprint school., He did not know any of the representatives
from the TV station, but he was personally acquainted with"
the Wichita Beacod reporter, JAMES WAMPLER. WAMPLER had
asked him to pose with BONEBRAKE for a photograph as if
BONEBRAKE was pointing out points of interest on two
enlargements of fingerprints, and he had done so., This
photograph was taken in a side office, off of the classroom.
He heard no mention made of any specific case, either Bureau
or otherwise, during the time that the photographs were being
taken, Later that night he had seen his picture on
television, over Channel 12,

He at no time observed and was not aware of any
newsman having a personal interview with BONEBRAKE.

/The JAMES EARL RAY case was mentioned during the
fingerprint school while there were no newsmen present, At
that time BONEBRAKE pointed out that he had been able to
give testimony concerning RAY's identity through the use of
fingerprints,

MOUSER recalls having read an article in the
Wichita Beacon, giving what were alleged to have been facts
P TAY A A RO : {31 R Y. t R Y] e s ny

On 11/19/68 ot Wellington, Kansas File # KC44-760

SA JAMES B, KELLY:ENV 11/21/68

by Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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e newsman would have been:able t-d_—. obth'ixi"as detailed facts
as appeared to be quoted in the«artiple. R o
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FD-302 (Rev. #1B-64). ~ ‘
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

11/28/68

1

' | Lleutenant G. W. REED, Pollce Department, Derby, |
Kansas, observed he attended a flngerprlnt school at the
Wichita, Kansas Police Academy during early September, 1968.‘
This school was instructed by a Mr. BONEBRAKE, introduced as
‘the foremost latent and single flngerprlnt expert frcm FBI
Headquarters , Washlngton D. C. ,

o In addltion REBD sald he understood from a source
unrecalled that BONEBRAKE had recently returned from England.
“where he had offered fingerpint testlmony in the JAMES EARL. =
"RAY case. REED felt he heard this from some other member of the
class, but could not be: sure on this point. L

: In any event he was. certaln he did not haar it from a
anyone in the presence of any representatlve of the news medza.
On this point Lieutenant REED said he thought a.newspaper . =
reporter and television cameraman appeared durlng the middle - -
of the week at the class room, but, wre at no time, present

" during the closed 1nstructlon perlods of the school. : At
~best they were in: the hall way outside the class or 1n the
classroom durlng the recess’ PQPIOdS._Y' ' : . :

- REED recalled that at 'me autset of the course.‘ .
a quexlon by some class member was dlrected to BONEBRAKE con=-- LT
cerning the flngerprlnt testimony in the JAMES EARL RAY" case._,:-:v--‘-é"~
- BONEBRAKE cautloned the class he was not at liberty to discuss
this case in detail, but could saj+ he had testified to the .
identity of RAY based on fingerprint examination at the hearlng o
~ in London. REED said he had no recollection of addltaonal
comments by anyone cencernlng the RAY case.=z,;- v :

at_

_ Derby, Kamsas . .. KC 4u-760 -

. 11/19/68

iﬁfl' SA ELMER'R.'FLETCHER:bjc ST DMedmmmd;11/21/58;'"

This documem contoms nenher recommendohons not conclusnons of the FBI It |s the properiy "of the FBI ond IS Iooned to your ogency-:‘
... itand its conlents are notto be djstnbuted ouisrde your cgency - HRE :
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Optional Form No. 10
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

MEMORANDUM

TO : ALL SPECIAL AGENTS DATE: 12/2u4/68

FroM L (Spc  (uu-760) NO. 68-179

SUBJECT: MURKIN
COST DATA

Each Agent is requested to submit to SA THOMAS J.
.CONNOLLY by COB 12/31/68 via routing slip number of hours spent
on the MURKIN case in the month of December, broken down as to
regular and overtime hours, total mileage estimated or actually
driven in Bucars on the case and any unusual or out of the
ordinary costs in connection with this case.

cc - b6-232

TJC:B

,7// SRRy,
SEARCRED ANDEXED. ]
smmuzao..,,,ﬂ'fﬁso...../,g,...ZTL

DEC26 1468

FBI — KAINSAS CITY

)
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Optional Form No. 10
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

MEMORANDUM

TO : ALL SPECIAL AGENTS DATE: 12/24/68

FroM (L (Spc  (uu-760) NO. 68-179

SUBJECT: MURKIN
COST DATA

Each Agent is requested to submit to SA THOMAS J.
.LONNOLLY by COB 12/31/68 via routing slip number of hours spent
on the MURKIN case in the month of December, broken down as to
regular and overtime hours, total mileage estimated or actually
driven in Bucars on the case and any unusual or out of the
ordinary costs 1in connection with this case.

cc - 66~232

TJC:B

yA el il

SEARCHED ______JINDEXED
SERIALIZED. /.T’/"ﬁLED e

DEC 26 1968
FBl— KANSAS CiTy

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




A0 SYSNYY —Igq

NV

6261-6

b

/

~A3Znviyas

x4

e

‘_./\\-_.
Drucksache,/Luiloos
/\\
‘/A\\ L). i ; --- “.

Missouri State Penitentiary - . S T

warden larold 3. Swenson

Jetfferson City, Mo.

Ue Deile

Ferconal

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



"Just published | | "8 100 a g%gz |
| "(one hundred dollars)

"The Greatest_rolice Fraud Ever

""HE JAMES EARL RAY HOAX

"Once again, the world is being fooled, deliberately
.and grossly, about the true background of a sensational muder
and the real identity of the killer,And again - as in the closely
related Kennedy Murder Fraud - the deception is wrought by the
investigating authorities themselves.

"Everything you have read in the papers about the way
James Earl Ray allegedly escaped from prison, how he killed Dr,
Martin luther King, how he was identified as the slayer and how
he was finall hnnted down as a result of "ecrack international
detective work" is false and fraudulent, The whole story is a hoax
concocted by the FBI and executed with the help of other police
authorities at home and abroad for the purpose of diverting atten-
tion from and shielding the real murderer of Dr. King, whose iden-
tity and whereabouts are well-known to the FBI,

"Every aspect of this official fraud is thoroughly
explored, and the whole gigantic Bwindle is ruthlessly exposed
in the present report by

"JOACHINM JOES TEN

the first of the Warren Report critics and the only writer who
carried his exposure of the Kennedy Murder Fraud t h to its
bitter end,The report is based on a painstaking private inves-
tigation undertaken with the help of devoted friends in the USA,
Canada, Britain and other countries concerned, Here are some of
its highldghts: |

"l « The assassination of Dr, Martin Luther.xing Jr.
was planned by a group of Southern politicians and businessmen
affiliated with the Ku Klux Klan, the Minutemen and George Wallace's
American Independent Party. Its purpose was to strike fear into
the hearts of the black people and to deprivo theu of ettective
leadership, SR

"2 - New Orleans where the plot to assa '1nate President
John F, Kennedy had been hatched (in part, anyway)wis also the
focal point of the conspiracy against Dr, Kipg - ; ‘glaring fact
ignored by the FBI and glossed over in the press, tor obvious
reasons, .

N

e
.

L ‘
¢
!
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| "3 = In the early planning stage - well over a year
before Dr, King was shot at Memphis - contact was established
between the plotters and James Earl Ray who at the time was still
an inmate of the Missouri State Penitentiary. Ray, a conviet wibh
a long criminal record, expressed willingness to do any kind eof
job expected of him for a suitable fee (agreement was reached on
the basis of 8 12,000 te 8 15,000, according to performance,)

"4 - Ray did not escape from prison, he was surreptitiously
let out with the consent of the Warden who went so far as to cir-
culate to police authorities a false met of fingerprints designed
to foil any change recapture of the "fugitive,”

-~ " 5 =~ Ray was never considered for the sniper's part.
After more than 13 years spent in prison, he would have been
totally incapable of killing a man, at a distance of 205 feet,
with a single wellslaced rifle shot. Rather, his role was to
be that of a decoy with instructions te plant false evidence,
scatter about misleading clues and lay a false trail of flight in
order to throw off potential pursuers of the real sniper. Unbeknown
to him, of course, Ray had also been picked by the plotters as an
ideal fall guy -~ for there is no more defenseless human being
than an escaped convict - after he had given his performance as
a decoy, It was the old Oswald story all over again, with slight
variations,

"6 -~ A key element of the stratagem was to create a
fictitious double personality shared by Ray and his accomplice,
the real sniper, They were men of similar appearance who studi-
ously enhanced their likeness in looks, dress, speech/and behavior
and carefully coordinated their activities, They drove exactly
the same make and model of cars, used the same driver's license
(one the original, the other a duplicate) and, in the final
stage of their adventure, traveled abroad on two copiesof the
same false passport, | -

"7 = Dr, King was not shot from Mrs, Bessie Brewer's
flophouse window; instead, the fatal shot came from a Memphis
replica of the famous grassy knoll of Dallas,

| "8 -~ After the shooting, Ray and his confederate, the
real assassin, took off dmost simulikneously in identical white
Mustangs, but in different directions. While Bay drove to Atlanta,
for his fimal performance as a decoy, the assassin headed for
Milwaukee, for a reunion with his girl friend,

"9 -~ The two men met again, shortly later, in Toronto
where they shed their previous joint personality (Bric Starve
Galt) and adopted a new one (Ramon George Sneyd). With the help
of the CIA, which had previously used the good services of Eric
8. Galt (the real killer, not Rag) one passport in that name
was obtained in Toronto and another shortly later in Lisbond
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10 - Early in the game, the FBI found out that there
were two Eric Starvo Galts_and that one of them was the emcaped
convict James Earl Ray., Dut when they learned the identity of
the other - a veteran CIA operative who had also participated in
the assassination of President John F, Kennedy -~ they were appalled
This man was taboo; he enjoyed protection at the highest level.

He could not be arrested, much less brought to trial, lest the
truth about the Kennedy Murder Fraud come aut into the open.

- "1 - 80 the tracks now were furthar blurred with the
active help of the FBI, which gave chase only to Ray while
aiding his alter the real assassin, to hide abroad. Fantas-
tic? Maybe, also the truth,

"12 - The crowning glory of it all, however, was the
almost simultaneous arrest &ff both Sneyds at London Airport
on June 8, 1968, the first at 6:30 a.m, by design and the second
at 11:15 a.n. by accident, one arriving by plane from Lisbon and
the other attempting to leavo Landbn on a Brussels-bound plane,

"3 -~ Now Bcotland Yard was in a real quandary, for
the last thing the ¥BI wanted was to have two Sneyds delivered
into its hands, So the two police agencies connived to hush up
the truth about the double arrest and pretend that only one man -
Ray - had been caught, .

"14 -~ Then after a cynically rigged extradition hearing
in Bow Street Court, London, the hapless ex-convict was bundled
off to the United States to stand trial in Memphis for the murder
of Dry King, although all participants in this macabre police
farce are well aware that an did not kill the Negro leader,

15 -,Hbanwhile, the real assassin had been quietly
spirited away to a foreign haven where he is to await his next
assignment under te protection of the CIA,

"THE JAMES EARL RAY HOAX is a mimeographed (not printed)
report of about 30,000 words which is not intended for general
circulation and cannot be given widespread distribution at this
time, It is designed for a select clientele of thoughtful and
discerning people who care for truth and justice and who can
~afford to pay a good price for an exclusive report of necessarily
limited circulation on a matter of the highest public interest,

‘"Rastrictiens

"l - Orders from book dealers are not wanted and will
not be filled unless accompanied by prepaynant 1n full, No
trade discount will be allowed.
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"2 - No orders can be accepted from any person directly
connected with the James Earl Ray trial as judge, juror, public
prosecutor, defense attorney, warden etc,

"3 ~ Except where an order emantes from a library,
academic institution, learned society, newspaper, magazine or
other news media, the sender must certify that he or she is not
connected with the Ray trial in any official capacity.

"4 -~ No copies will be sold to the three top criminals
in the nation, to_wit Lyndon B, Johnsen, J, Edgar Hoover and
Richard Helms, who are jointly respeasible for this gigantic

hggax, as they were for the Kennedy Min‘der Fraud, and who have
A qualms about setting in motion another g:ave miscarriage of
justice, equal to the sacrifice of Lee H, wald,

"5 « Orders from libraries are welcome and will benefit
of a 20% discount on the established price of one hundred dollars

& Ccopy.

"Address all orders to: I |
R - N6 review copies

"Joachim Joesten
87-70 173rd Street "No orders 'on approval'’
Jamaica 11432
New York City, USA accepted

"Important: If no acknowledg ment of your order is received within
a reasonable period of time, This may be due to interference by
the postal authorities (it has happened before). 1In that case,
send a duplicate order or follow~up letter to Joachim Joesten,

c/o Rahim, Munich 13, Griegstr, 13, Germany, All orders emanating
from Eu;ope should also be sent to that address, rather than to
New York,
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"The Writings of Joachim Joesten

“"about the assassination of President John F, Kennedy

Trade Books

"The Dark Side of Lyndon B, Johnson
{with a lrge section about his role in the murder
of his predecessor) 272 pp., cloth # 10,00
Peter Dawnay, Ltd,, London, Boptenbar 1968

“"How Eennedy ¥Was Killed, 192 pp., paperback g 3.50
Peter Dawnay Ltd,, London, Aprdl 1968

"The Garrison Enquir 11,‘0158 PpP., paperback g 3,00
Peter Dawnay, Ltd ndon, October 1967

"Marina Oswald (Oswald of the CIA), 165 pp., cloth 5,00
Peter Dawnay, Ltd,, Lond@n;mmr ;3567

"OSWALD : THE TRUTH, 372 pp., cloth K 7,50
Peter Tiiwnay,—l'.rtd., London, July 1967

"Oswald ~ Assassin or Fall Guy (rare book -~ out of 2 10.00
print) 206 pp., documentary section, cloth, Marzani

& Munsell, Inc,, New York, June 1964 and The Merlin Press,
London, Jan.1965

"Die Wahrheit uber den Kennedy-Mord (in Gemn) B 6,00
366 pp., cloth, Zurich, ﬁeptember 1966

"La verite sur le cas de Jack Ruby (in French) g 5,50
176 pp., paperback (large “foma¥ Far:ls, llay 1967 .

"Note: Prices for the above trade books refer to signed copies
which can be obtained daly directly from the author

"B  Mimeographed Publications, issued by the author himself

"The Case Against Lz%don B, Jobhson (in the Assassination o:t
President Kennedy) vols. 1067 8 30,00

"The Case Against the Kennedy Clak, May 1968 8 15.00
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ig éSf Lda Ewer Tbld (The Ehnnady Mhrdar rraud - - J”{,
1 3 Pdd”xipose It), taur-purt ﬁories, 1968-69 B zo oo "

- "'mm’n Lxm'm biwaekly, a 45 a yaar, s 25 s:l.x months e
| "Alléprices 1n US dollars S

”Ask for the printed 16—paga chtalngue JY List ot Boaks by
Joachim Joesten about the Assassination of President Rbnnedy"

in which the above beuks and panphlets are described 1n o
detail, » L R | Sl e e e

_ “Addresses. Jbachim Joesten 87-70 178rd 8treet Jamaica R
11432, New York City; or-Jbachiu Jbestan, Hnnich 13, Griegstr.;

13, c/b‘Rahim, Gernany.
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AIR MAIL

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

KARSAS CITY (44-760) P

-

00 ME

Refereace report of BA RAYMOND B, HOWE nm
12/1.3/88 at Eansas City,

mxmmmmuamouutmm S
Jumwl::l Ray Hoax"™ and phomtau of tho o'nlm it m o
na »

Merththnndma

HAROLD B, umo:‘ Missouri State Feniteatiary, who ia M

forwarded it to RAYMOXD B, BOWE,

» mm-hrmudlyalmhﬁam
unuunmmauthmuthm
This brochure also lists additional books writtea by JORSTEN
regarding the essassination of Presideat KRNNRDY, original
hrochnndcmlmmhmnmumm ty
Office. Copies of brochure are typed imasmuch as the brochure
unxummmmg. ing and therefore was not
ntmtwtory for nvoup was typed ia black
thus it could be Xeroxed. . The envelops was appareati
udunmwmmmnmzuudumua{ _
::h::' envelope was, “J. Joesten, mn, um 33, b.«

Contast is beoing maiantaianed with m sm by
the Kansas City Office ia the eveat h- rmtm mnm

information. i
(Zacs, 6. . g
(Rucs, 1.; (44-198’7) | V % 7// / 9{5'.

- @[} ﬁwbﬁ

B adisad
1t
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
KXABAS CITY (44-760) P
MURKIN
00 ME

Reference report of SBA BAYHDND B. HOWE dated
12/13/68 at EKansas City,

; Enclosed are copies of a hreehure entitled "Tho )
| Jhmes Earl Ray Hoax" and photostats of the euvolepe it was
malled 1n. “

This brodhure was received in the mail af Warden

«‘Hkndnb B. SWENSON, Missouri State anitontiary, who in tura
forwarded it to 8 8A RAYMOND B, HOME, o

‘The brochure is roportedly a nynopsis of a boak
written by JOACHIM JOESTEN and is critical of the Bureau,:
This brechure also lists additional books written by JOESTEN
regarding the assassination of President EENNEDY, The eriginal
brochure and envelope are being maintained in the Kansas City
Office, Copies of brochure are typed inasmuch as the brochure
is in light blue mimeograph printing and therefore was not |
satisfactory for Xeroxing. The envelope was typed in black
thus it could be Xeroxed. The envelope was apparently
ied in Germany and the return address listed on the back
gt ::: envelope was, "J. Joesten, lunohan 13, Griegstr. 13, b.
ah - i

centact is being maintained with Warden SWENSBON by
- the Kansas City Office in the event he receives additionmal
1nroruation.

3 Bureau (Encs. 6) ' |
2 Memphis (Bnes, 4) (44-1987)
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STATE OF KANSAS .
ROBERT B. DOCKING, Governor

S. H. CROUSE
Warden

Area Code: 913 - PArkview 7-3235

KANSAS STATE PENITENTIARY
P. O. Box 2
Lansing, Kansas 66043

December 31, 1968

RE: MORTON, Wilbur O.
KSP No. 17326

I interviewed Morton, an inmate of this institution on
Tuesday, December 31, 1968 (p.m.). Morton's interview con-
sisted of information concerning the killing of Martin Luther
King by suspect (Missouri Penitentiary Escapee, Ray). Morton
states to me that he has received his information from numerous
conversations he has had with an unnamed inmateof this insti-
tution. This inmate X was a friend of Ray's in Jefferson City
Penitentiary, as good a friend as Ray had. (As my informant
understands Ray did not have many close friends). This inmate
X was supposed to have been separated from Ray in the Missouri
Penitentiary yard several times by a Custodial Lieutenant by
the name of Holt who is now employed at the United States
Penitentiary at Leavenworth as Custodial Officer. As inmate X
stated, Ray had an escape record and so did he from Illinois
and the institution watched them. My informant stated that
Ray stated to inmate X he was figuring on trying to escape and
inmate X agreed to go with him. Their play was to saw the bars
in I Building basement and some way go through to a water main
or sewer outside the walls and during the process of making
arrangment, inmate X wanted to know what they were going to do
after they got out, where they were going to get money and hole
up. Ray didn't tell him at first and later on he told inmate X
that they wouldn't have to worry about a thing especially money
as they would have a world of money and would be taken care of.
Then I understand Ray told inmate X that he was going to kill
Martin Luther King and everything was taken care of. Upon
learning this, inmate X stated he did not want anything to do
with this and then backed out escaping with Ray. Although Ray
did not use the method that they were going to use. Inmate X
is fairly certain he knows how he escaped. My informant stated
that the bars in the basement of I Building are supposed to be
cut and water or sewer line is supposed to run along the outside
wall, also, a circle band saw blade was supposed to be stolen and
that was what was used to saw the bars of basement of I Building.
Ray's brother came to visit him just about a week before he es-
caped. These were just some points to check to see how much truth
in the story. My informant stated he would talk to a FBI Agent
but doesn't want to be drawn into the deal but will talk to an
agent under the pretext of something to do with his federal time,-
legal action in court or anything to throw off suspicion and wants
any information.chat might point to inmate X to show up from in-

Y
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RE: MORTON, Wilbur O. .
KSP NO. 17326 Interview on 12-31-68 Cont.

vestigation on the outside as he stated inmate X said the reason
he has not said anything before now, was because he was afraid
of getting his throat cut. My informant stated he is afraid of
something happening to him if information indicated my informant
put inmate X on the spot. After talking to informant at some
length he doesn't appear to be a psyco but he has some previous
time.

74

S. H. CROUSE
Warden

SHC:hes
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SAC (44-760) | - '1/10/69

SA WALTER A. WITSCHARD

- MURKIN

Warden 8. H. EROUSE, KSP, Lansing, Ks., furnished
the attached self—explan&tory memo that he prepared regarding

" interview with WILBUR O. MORTON. Warden CROUSE stated that

he is sure MORTON does not know any other information other
than that which he already related to him, however, MORTON
could identify "Inmate X". Warden CROUSE stated that he is
attempting through prison records to identify "Inmate X."™ in
the evebt that MORTON is unwilling to identify him. Warden

. CROUSE stated that on 1/6/69, WILBUR O. MORTON, KSP #17326 was

returned to Wichita, Ks. for trial.
LEADS
KANSAS CITY
AT WICHITA, KANSAS
-Will -interview WILBUR O. MORTON, KSP #17326 care of

' 8@dgv1ck County Jail for the identify of "Inmate X." Will set

‘forth appropriate lead to have "Inmate X" interviewed re his
knowledge of JAMES EARL RAY.

WAW :as
&)

sy - 7M - 1267

ARV TS "

\:ERIm !7’")//
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CPR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC (44-760) DATE. 1/10/69

SA WALTER A. WITSCHARD

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Warden S. H. EROUSE, KSP, Lansing, Ks., furnished
the attached self-explanatory memo that he prepared regarding
interview with WILBUR O. MORTON. Warden CROUSE stated that
he is sure MORTON does not know any other intormation otner
than that which he already related to him, however, MORTON
could identify "Inmate X". Warden CROUSE stated that he is
attempting through prison records to identify "Inmate X." in
tne evebt that MORTON is unwilling to identify him. Warden
CROUSE stated that on 1/6/69, WILBUR O. MORTON, KSP #17326 was
returned to Wichita, Ks. for trial.

LEADS
KANSAS CITY
AT WICHITA, KANSAS
Will interview WILBUR O. MORTON, KSP #17326 care ot
Sedgwick County Jail for the identify ot "Inmate X." Will set

forth appropriate lead to have "Inmate X" interviewed re his
knowledge ot JAMES EARL RAY.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on tMroll Savings Plan

5010-108-02
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SAC (44-760) : 1/10/69

SA WALTER A. WITSCHARD

. MURKIN

Warden 8. H, EROUSE, KSP, Lansing, Ks., furnished
the attached self-explanatory memo that he prepared regarding
interview with WILBUR O. MORTON. Warden CROUSE stated that
he is sure MORTON does not know any other information other
than that which he already related to him, however, MORTON
could identify “Inmate X". Warden CROUSE stated that he is
attempting through prison records to identify "Inmate X." in
the event that MORTON is unwilling to identify him. Warden
CROUSE stated that on 1/6/69, WILBUR O. MORTON, KSP #17326 was
returned to Wichita, Ks. for trial.

- LEADS

KANSAS CITY
AT WICHITA, KANSAS

) Will interview WILBUR O. HORTON KSP #17326 care of
Sedgwick County Jail for the identify of "Innate X." Will set
forth appropriate lead to have "Inmate X" interviewed re his

knowledge of JAMES EARL RAY.
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':W $AIR gA;y;f;f 
10: Dznzcron, BI (»»«38&&1)
~ FROM: saC, xaxsas CIYY (4»»730)

| RE:  MURKIN
'FQO}» Hnsphls B

On 1/21/69 DALE P@LLAﬂx. wuas Northeast “NEth

- __Re r‘POrt of sA naxnexn s. aawa dated 12/13/581at I
B 1‘,Kan:us Czty. R | - e PR S

| ;Terrace; Kansas City, Hitaouri, telephanie&lly turnished”the e
‘-.tallcwing iaforu:tien:,}yg t - . , T

Bc was readzng an’ AssociatedAPnosa taatura ttory

”;on aéﬂﬁs ‘EARL RAY which appeated in thé Kansas City St‘r';*ijfgf*i;: i

,Jaﬁulry lgg 1985. In this 3:ory it ""tiﬂﬂCQ.fhat RAY apgni.,

~ time in Puersto Vallarta, Mexico. This brought to his . . °
-attention that an indwidual by ‘the name of HEINZ MANGER, &

former SS 6fficer with the ThirdReich during World War II

and reportedly a member of an organizaton called "Odessa™ -

- which'is reportedly an organization of former S§ officers,
| spcat eonsiderable time in Pueruto Vaxlarta, Hﬁ:i@ﬁw W

. P@LLAQK advittd that ht did nat‘kncw'HA!GER B
personally but has -been a student of post-war ‘German histary

o npvencnta. ‘

and knows. that*HABGBR has bcen 1nvehv¢dfin nuuuraua radieal :jf;,f¢_“f

o | POLLACK further’
: ,,a Hr. and Mre. KA&L,ﬁAP? Lclyoodg Kﬁnta;, a pui t
- they wers vxaiting in Punrnto Vallnrta.,gf_Lg K

3~Burann

. 1-Memphis (iu-1937)
ansas City e

:j1h

'g;),
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KC %4-760

give the suhject matter of the pamntxng but stated it was
slgned by HEINZ MANGER., -POLLACK did not believe MANGER '
. painted it. POLLACK stated that Mrs. RAPP gave him the pazntlng

inasmuch as she knew he was a student of German Kistory.
- POLLACK advised that his home telephone is GL-3-2191, his :
' business telephone is GL 2-6181 and that he would be glad to ?

*_‘cooperate with the FBI in this matter at any tinn

Indzces of the Kansas Cxty Offlue negative re POLLACK,
MANGER or RAPP.

. Kansas City folce will 1nterv1ew Mr. or Mrs. KARL
RAPP, Leawood, Kansas, and reinterview DALE POLLACK for any
additional 1nformatmon they may have connectzng HANGBR thh |
JAMES EARL RAY. | |
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‘ff_inxnzcrcn, rsx (qu-ssesl) R
,w“sac, xausas cxry (nu-7sa) e{;gé:“-“
.'uunxzn IR S P R

| &:,,00. Memphis | SRR e S
- ﬁd‘ - na report of SA.RAZHORD B, aown dated 12/13/58 tt
7 onm 1/21/59 naaz PGLLACK, 4408 uorthaaat w5th

?Tarface, ‘Kansas Clty, Hisaeurx. telephonieally furazahed the?i
'folleuxng infermatxcn. - i N :

e T Ha was reAding anﬁAssociatad Press fgatura stary
on JAHES EARL RAY which appeared in the Kansas City Star, i@ -
~ January 19, 1969, ‘In this story it mentioned ‘that RAY spent P
o time -in Puerato Vallarta, Mexico. This brought to his. ol
~ attention that an indvidual by the hame of HEINZ HAHGER,
~ former 88 officer with the ThirdReich- duriﬁs*ﬁaaid "War II
and. reportedly a member of an organizaton called ”Ode:sa”; Lot
- which is reportedly an organization of. former S§° effipcrs. e
spant considerabla time in Puerato Vallarta, Mexico. R ~

e e POLLAQK advisod that he. did,not know HAH&EB ST
) jpersonally but has been a student of post-war German hiatery_ EoRe
. and knows that HABGBR has baan.iuvalvad in nunsrou;‘madica

novennnts. L

o - POLLACK turther adviucd that HAHGER prnacuted i
- a Hr- ‘and Mrs. KARL RAPP, Leawood, Kansas,.a painting whilp o
1 thay were visitxng Ln Pueruto Vallarta. PDLL&CK dld not ,;ﬂvf'

s

l*ﬁilphlt (NQ~1987) IS
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give the subject natter of’the pazntzng but atated it waa

signed by HEINZ MANGER. POLLACK did not believe MANGER *i‘»
~ painted it. POLLACK stated that Mrs. RAPP gave him the palntxng“”ﬁ
inasmuch as she knew he was a student of German history. et

F.PQLLACK advised’ that his ‘home telephone is GL 3-2191, hia‘.ﬂu
"business telephone is ‘GL 2-6181 and that he would be glud to

icooperate ulth the PBI in this matter at any tim&.‘A. - “mﬁ"%fig

Indiccs of the Kaneas City Office negative réfPﬂLLAtKy

- ‘\mszs or RAPP..

R Kansa.s City Office \ull interview Hr‘ br HI‘S KARL
,RAPP. ‘Leawood, Kansas, and.reinterview DALE POLLACK for any
:vaddztienal infonmatzon they may hav% connecting ”ﬁxgzﬂ ﬁith

;75,4 I
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S _Kansaa'City.

LT .;_"12131168. -

o wam

.‘ro“:'_'_f*:_mzcmx, FBY (w—asesx) U

| '"rlkoﬁ;' SAC, wsas CITY cw-vso) -p- L
RE:fj fRURxIﬁ _j_“ o  iV '{.f;‘ﬁff§' ”'ﬂ Ve B
" Re. rcport of SA xmsewh a. uowx, 12/13/53 at
SRR Attachad hemto ix a memo. fmq S, a. CRQUSE, T
v;ﬁhrdea, Kannan Stnte Penitantiavy, Lansxng, Xanaas, dated S TR

- 0On 1/18/69 Hardea CnBUSE farniﬁhod the attachnd

o self-éxplanatory wemo that he. prepared regarding intepview

with inmate WILBUR O. MORTON. Warden CROUSE stated that he - -

‘was ‘sure that MORTON does not know any additional inf@rnstiaa' ;'. ;“§

. other than that which he already related to. hin.» Hoﬁever,
.~ he felt MORTON may po#isibly identify "Inmate X". Hardea
. CROUSE stated he is attempting ‘thyough prison racords.
‘identify *"Inmate X® in the eévent that MORTON 4s unwilling
to identify himself. Warden CROUSE stated that on 1/6!&9

- WILBUR O.- “93193: KSP 517323» was retunned te Hichzta, xansaé,'fiﬁwi;
- for trzal. o “ e | | DA

SR ; The follow intarwicw'ans canﬁuctcd by SAs :,ﬁ
ELHER R, PLETCHE! and AHZS B. KBLLY: S e

| AT WICHITA, KANSAS:

L o Hibﬁﬂk a. xORIOH, proscntly eon!ined 8edgnick ecanty
, ,Jai1, Hzchitn, lanaua, én a writ fiﬂn xansas Statt.Paaitentiary

B-Burcuu (Enc» 1)
‘-ﬂnnph;s (Enc..,)
City
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| ;,‘xc“n4~7sa |

in cannoat;an thh a. local armed rehbary charge, voluntcared on
.7 1/1M/68 he was prQV1ausly confined in Missouri State Pcnltentiary; j
- Jefferson City, Hisseurl, at the same time an inmate -- he ,
~ declined to name -- was a guest of the State of Missouri.
" The unidentified inmate, according to MORTON, was very
friendly with JAHES EARL RAY, accused killer of MARTIN LUTHER
. KING. During time MORTON and the unideritified @onVLct~ware
_ in MSP, MORTON was able to learn from this convidt that =~ = .
" RAY had planmed an escape for some time and cofifided to the .
- ¢onvict that RAY had made arrangements for lots of money ,
~ after the escape and inferred he would get it in return for
killing KING. MORTON aeknowledged he haﬁ no first hand =
- information concerning the threats of RAY or his plan for |
"egcape. He was hesitant to identify his comvict friend in
MSP claiming he feared for his life if ‘an Agent approached s E
‘the coavict W1th the allegation ﬂﬁRTﬁN had put the con on . .l
the spet. Y ‘ ) , SO , \

3

g ‘ Hhen bluntly askad what HORTGH uanted for the
~information he‘possessed, he agraed he was interested in a
' trade, and would reveal the name of the convict who = .
reportedly had first hand information of these pertinent
- developments if Agent would approach the local judge imn S
 Wichita who is about to hear MORTON's charge of Armed Rohbery, e
-and arrange to have these charges dismissed. He explained = .
 this woukd preclude his having to return to the pen and thus A:Sﬁ’
decrease his chances of belng harmad for fnrnzahxng ;nfarnatiﬁn ’
aboat his buddy.;_ L L | s

~ MORTON was 1nfbrncd hla raposal would be reported
to. Agant s supervisor and 1f additioaal facta were desired. he
- rwould bc contaeted. _- PR , |
~LEADS: o
" KANSAS czrr. s
AT Lansxne, xansasz ” con R -
~ . Will maintain contact with Warden s. n. cnnusz
ta detcnuinn 1f ha idantifies “Inaqte X“ R .
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AT HICKI‘I‘A, KAHSAS :

| will follow results of HORTOH'S pwsecu‘tzon and
reinterview hm if it is deemed advisable. |
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