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IN ATLANTA, Abernathy said 
he viewed Bevel’s action as a 
way of moving “nonviolence into 
a new dimension in American 
life.” The S. C. L. C. head add-

said, “If a conspiracy ex- 
and I believe it does, it 
be fully exposed. Going be- 

conspiracy, Americans 
understand the broader

EMPHIS (AP)-An 
aide to the slain civil 
rights leader, Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King, jr., has 

paid a jail cell visit to James 
Earl Ray, King’s accused killer, 
and says he will aid in Ray’s de­
fense. The move was backed by 
the Rev. Ralph David Aber­
nathy, King’s successor as head 
of the Southern Christian Lead­
ership conference.

“Brother Ray has asked me to 
defend him and I intend to do 
it,” the Rev. James Bevel told a 
meeting of about 50 ministers 
last night after the jail visit. Be­
vel said last week he is con- 
ftinced Ray is innocent in the 
laying of King here last April 4.

ney a telegram, he phoned me 
and we went to see him.”

Abernathy, in his comments, 
said that “America’s oppressed 
and victimized” should come “to 
the aid and defense” of Ray.

guilt of a society which has been 
killing off its best young lead­
ers.

“One' man should not be made 
the scapegoat for this monstrous 
crime. The American public 
must have all the information 
about the guilt for this murder,” 

1 concluded Abernathy. f 
! At the meeting here, Bevel de] 
dared, “We are going to defend 

i i/Ray. But we’re not going to find/ 
out who’s guilty. You’ll say ‘Who 
did it? You go find out—you’re a 
cop. I’m a prophet.”
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ed, DURING the session, Bevel
the real issue—namely that it is i met with him “and I am now lashed out at nearly everyone 
not who killed Dr. King, but1 even more convinced that Ray connected with the Ray trial the 
what killed him.” was about as capable of killing ministers and Negroes ’and
Bevel visited Ray in the top- ^tng a^ I am °^ flying 1° the whites in general.

what killed him.
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security cell on the third floor of moolL “America is going to have a 
good lynching party—the judges 
and the preachers,” he said.

the Shelby County jail, accompa­
nied by Ray’s attorney, Percy 
Foreman of Houston.

Sheriff William N. Morris, jr., 
said Bevel and Foreman were 
with Ray for one hour. Later Be­
vel discussed the case in general

with the ministers who Foreman was not available for evidence he had, Bevel refused 
,\ad been attending the general commenj on what part Bevel specifics.
AWd meeting here of the Na- wou]c] play in the case. '

IN ANSWER to a question, Be­
vel said he had been accepted by 
Ray to assist in the case and 
that Foreman would remain
chief counsel. Bevel, 32, is not a 
member of the bar but says he

“Black folks are so intent on re­
venue that they are going to 
sleep through a lynching of a 
deranged man. White folks are

Character:

inal Council of churches.

. gohg to stand by.”
is a lawyer “by circumstances.” When newsmen asked what

. . “Why would you as­
sume that I am a fool; that I

Asked about the arrangements would disclose it?” he asked.
/^vel said he was convincedifor his visit with Ray, Bevel Ray is scheduled to go on trial 
*j\ay's" innocence before“ he I said, ‘‘I sent his (Ray’s) aft or-1 March 3. ■ "
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1/30/69

AIRTEL AIR HAIL

TO । QIXECTOR, &I <M^ 

FROM; SAC, KAMSAS CITY (46-760) -P

¥

Memphis

‘ ' \';:R*.»u»Mf:City W*<i to the Oirwctor 1/22/69

Oa lz:s/6t IMO X# &W(^ 
r - minister of the Winnwood UnitedMethodistChurch#HHQ8 , r ’ 

; Northeast # Sth Tei^ace> Kansas City> Missouri » where he als© . 
: resides.He furnished the following addltionalinfomation 

- regarding HIl3<2 HAMGER who reportedly lived for some tine in t 
/ a Puerto Vallarta, Mexico . POX1GCK advised that he lived there 

many yearswithoutobvious means of support but he is now, ;
;; according to the German Ministry of Justice W he living in ; ; 
: FriedbergZhessen, Germany. MMGO reportedly was a friend of

a Mr. WWITOW, W W&^*^i^
•, ■ P01L0CK also stated that' filEMZ MAMGER was formerly a General \ ;

in the German Amy. PObhOCK advised that he is dware of these 
things because he. is a student of post German history • ' ■ ;

< / ; P0L10CK Stated thatMANGER sai a sfcsbtr of ODESSA
(organisation of foreer. SS men) • This organisation was formed . 
U W? at Strasbouz^ and utilises funds reeaining from the 

. - spoils of the Third Reich. The organisation was responsible 
■ for the safe passage into neutrel or fxd.endly ter>ritox*ies of 

high-ranking SS Mn. It also continues to ba responsible for

. a-Bureau (IM) 
2-M«phl» (44-1987)(EH)
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KC 14*760

financing extreme Nationalist and Right Wing,activities throughout 
- the world. For example * at a meeting in Malan, Itely* a large 

reward was offered for the murder of SIMON WIESENTHAL, the man 
who tracked down ADOLF EICHMANN InBuenos Axm<# V At such times 
as meetings of this organisation are held, it Is known that 
travel arrangements and lodgings are paid for from ODESSA funds* 
estimates of which run into the hundreds of millions of dollars. 
A portion of its treasure is reportedly still hurled in the 
Toepl it xeee near Salzburg in Austria. Another significant 
activity of ODESSA was the financing of the military coup of 
JUAN PERON in Argentina* .

POLLOCK advised that it seemed significant tohim 
that JAMES EARL RAY should have spent a month in Puerto Vailarta -
and further significant that at the time of his arrest he should 
have been enroute to Lisbon, Portugal, Which is one of the five 
known headquarters of ODESSA activity* POLLOCK further stated 
that he knows of no positive information connecting RAY and 
MANGER or ODESSA. He did add that probably the world's best 
authority on ODESSA is SIMONE WIESENMAL, Vienna, Austria*

When the original information in this matter was 
received' from PHLLOCK telephonically on 1/21/69 his name was 
obtained as DALE POLLACK. The Kansas City Office indices were 
negative regarding DALE POLLACK. However* on DALE L. POLLOCK, 
Kansas City hag an Internal Security - East German file in which 
he is the subject, KC 105-2706. This file reveals that POLLOCK 
had expressed an interest in the rDemocratic German Report”, an 
East German propaganda publication* No derogatoryinformation 
was obtained regarding POLLOCK in this investigation and his 
interest was probably due to the fact that he is # student of 
post World War II German history. This information was furnished 
to the Bureau in a letterhead nesorandum suitable for dissemination 
on S/27/68 in case entitled “DAU L. POLLOCK, IS * EG, 00: Kansas 
City"* : 4

2
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s Man
Says Ray
Isn’t Guilty

Philadelphia (AP)—The dir­
ector of the Southern Christian 
Leadership conference’s non­
violent education and direct 
action wing says James Earl 
Ray is innocent of murdering 
Dr. Martin Luther King, jr. 
But he isn’t saying what evi­
dence he has.

Yesterday, the Rev. James 
Bevel said, “I won’t discuss 
the specific evidence now be­
cause it wouldn’t be beneficial 
to James Earl Ray. But he’s 
not guilty.”

Bevel, 32, a former liaison 
officer between S. C. L. C. and 
militant Negro groups, sent a 
telegram to Ray Saturday 
which read:

“I would like to inform you 
that I would be very happy to 
Jake your case without fee. L 
Iwas present on April 4 at the1 
Lorraine motel when Dr. King 
died—you have been accused 

®f murdering him. Of course, lb 
know you are not guilty.”

King, who headed the S. C. 
L. C., was shot to death in 
Memphis April 4. Ray was ar­
rested in London following an 
intensive manhunt and extra­
dited to Memphis where he 
faces trial beginning March 3.

Bevel said he didn’t reveal 
his alleged information sooner 
because “I hadn’t been re­
sponsive to him.

“But then I thought, ‘Here’s 
a man sitting here that 
shouldn’t be here.’ ”

Bevel said he would continue 
to be “very good and warm” 
toward Ray even if Ray decid­
es not to accept his services.

Bevel is not a bar member, 
but a lawyer “by circum­
stances.” A native of Itta 
Bena, Miss., he has represent­
ed himself several times in 
civil rights cases in Mississip-

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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rO-9 (Re*. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Date: 1-29-69

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)
AIRTEL

MURKIN

SAC. Kansas City (44-760)

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

Re Kansas City airtel dated 1-22-69.

Referenced communication incorporated an interview
with one Wilbur 0
State 
fuses 
James

Penitentiary
Morton who is incarcerated at the Kansas 

Morton advised that a person who he re-
to identify allegedly has information concerning 
Earl Ray and the killing of Martin Luther King, Jr.

When the Agents "bluntly” asked Morton what 
he wanted for information which he possesses, he indicated that 
he desired the Agents' intercede with the local Judge on the. 
local charge against him. Morton was then advised that his 
proposal would be brought to the Agents* supervisor's 
attention and if additional facts were desired, Morton would be 
recontacted.

I* is incumbent upon you to insure that Morton 
fully understands that the frt cannot be a haryaining agRnt 
between him and any tribunal nor can the FBI act as an 
intermediary between Morton and any other individual in such a 
matter as this. The Bureau should not be put in a position 
for any individual to be able to state at a later date that
such a proposal was taken under consideration by the Bureau^

You should keep 
contacts made with Warden 
views with inmate Morton.

the Bureau fully advised of 
Crouse regarding his further inter-

SEARCHED, 
serialized

z -t /arMNSAsen

M Per ------ -------------

NSAS CITY

1 - Memphis (44-1987)

Sent Via
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DALE L. POLLOCK 
MINISTER

CHURCH OFFICE GL 2-6181 
PARSONAGE GL 3-2191

innwoo
4408 N. E. 45TH TERRACE 

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64117 

January 25, 1%9

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

811 Grand Avenue
Kansas City, Missouri 64106

Dear Sirs:

This is in reference to the telephone call I made to you on Monday, February 
20 concerning the whereabouts of<^ames Earl Ray'while a fugitive from justice 

following his alleged murder of Dr. Martin Luther King.

On pa,ge ?D of a special supplement of the January 12th edition of the 

Kansas City Star it was reported that Ray spent a month in Puerto, Vallarta.

national organization known

This caught my attention inasmuch as I am aware that certain contacts of an inter- 
aXODESSA^have frequented that city.

A<Mr. John Matthiesen, 

Hienz Manger who spent some

P.O. Box 55, Puerto, Vallarta was a friend of General 

years there, but is now reported by the German Min-
istry of Justice to be living in Friedberg/Hessen. Manger lived for sometime in 

Puerto, Vallarta without obvious means of support.

ODESSA was formed in 1947 a^ Strasbourg and utilizes funds remaining from 
the spoils of the Third Reich. This organization (Organization of former SS men) 

was responsible for the safe passage into neutral or friendly territories of 

high ranking SS men. It also continues to be responsible for financing extreme 

Nationalist and Right Wing activities throughout the world. For example, at a 
meeting in Milan, Italy a large reward was offered for the murder of^Simon 
Wiesenthal^the man who tracked down Adolf Eichmann in Buenos Aires. At such 

times as meetings of this organization are held, it is known that travel ar­

rangements and lodging are paid for from ODESSA funds, estimates of which run

into the hundreds of millions of dollars. A portion of 

portedly still hurried in the Toeplitzsee near Salzburg 

significant activity of ODESSA was the financing of the 

Peron in Argentina.

its treasure is re­

in Austria. Another 

military coup of Juan

SEARCHEDJiLjiWEXED______ _
SERIALIZED. /^TnTD

SERVING CHRIST AND COMMUNITY IN THE

KAM

NORTHLAND AREA"
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8/7/69

AIRTEL AIR RAIL

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM:

MQRKIM

Re Kansas City airtel to Director, 1/30/69.

On 2/6/691 MU L. KMOCX, Minister, Windwood 
Onited Methodist Church, Ka anas City, Mo. furnished three 
page history of as organisation called Odessa. Xerox 
copies are attached. POLLOCK advised that he is furnishing; 
the Berea# this Lafcreation because of the coincidence of a 

; seeker of Odessa , a SKIMS MARGA being In Puerto Vallarta, 
Mexico at approximately the sane tine as JAMB# KARL BAT. Also 
BAT was In Lisbon Portugal where one of the headquarters 
of Odessa is reportedly located. POLLOCK stated that he is a 
student of Post World Whr II dorsad history and corresponds 
with people in Germany re Odessa. Ke again stated that a 
painting given to Mr. and Mrs. XAML RAPP, Leawood, Ms. by 
SKIMS MAKA whoa they were in hitrto Vallarta was Sighs# by 
MAMGKR. POLLOCK stated that MABGKR did hot do this painting, 
he bought it frost a street vendor, however he signed it for 
the RAPPs. POLLOCK advised that he bought the pa lot lag from 
the BAPPS, made photographic copies of theMgoatwe thereon 
and sent then to the Ministry of Justice in West Germany aad 
also to the CZA in order to verify the fact that RBXMX MAMGO 
is the sane Indi vidua 1 that was a ‘

3 Bureau (RM)
- Memphis (44-1967) (M0 /
- Kansas City 

RBM:as 
^(6)

Filed
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The Kans** City Of flee ha# beta attesptia# to . 
iatarrUx Mr. and Mrs. KAMI# BAPP, leavood, Kansas, hcverer / ?

. they hare recently moved frtm their address at SIOX W* 1■ 
. 83rd Street and a aew address is^ not ;»■ 3^t<ta ; "

aa office at 208 Miehols load, Kansas City, Missouri, vhlch 
is closed at this time and the neighbers feel he say be avay 7 ; 

' oa vacation ,btit could furaish no additiosal lafarsationv

/ Kansas City will continue efforts to locate and
' interview the JtAPR#to determine the exact date they were;-- 7 

in Puerto Vallarta, say additional information they sey
7 ; ^ " W «“W O-W « JAW8 KABL BAT. L

? Any other leads in this matter being left to the
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ODESSA - Organisation der SS-Angehd rigen (Organization of SS Members)

The Organization: formed in 1947? initially to provide escape facilities 

monies for former SS men fleeing prosecution in Germany. It established

and 

es-
cape routes which converged at Memmingen in the AllgMu (Bavaria), a secluded, 

heavily wooded area adjacent to the borders of Austria and Switzerland. At 
Memmingen routes branched off in two (2) directions, one to Lindau on Lake 

Constance; the other to Innsbruck and across the Brenner Pass to Italy. 

In 1947 an ’’export-import” company was set up in Lindau with representatives 

in Cairo and Damascus. Much of this early activity with escapees was managed 

by a German traveling on a Syrian passport and calling himself Haddad Said. 
His actual identity is (former) Hapsturmftlhrer Franz Hostel, one of ODESSA’S 

main organizers. Rdstel now commutes between a German settlement in Uruguay 

and Spain’s Costa Brava where many former SS leaders have vacation homes. 

ODESSA maintains valuable connections with and, in most cases, officials within 

certain South American governments as well as Spain, Egypt, Syria, Portugal.

Funding: A secret meeting was held 10 August 1944 at the Hotel Maison Rouge 

in Strasbourg and among those in attendance were: Emil Kirdorf, coal indus­
trialist, Kurt von Schroeder, Kdln (Cologne) banker, Fritz Thyssen, steel 

industrialist, Georg von Schnitzler, I. G. Farben complex, and Krupp von 

Bohlen of Krupp Works. These industrialists, all of whom had heavily support­
ed Hitler, were convinced by this point (Aug., 1944) that Hitler would ultimate­

ly be defeated. Their interest was in making long range plans for safeguarding 

assets from Allied confiscation. At this point large-scale transfers of loot­

ed property and funds were made to neutral and non-belligerent countries.

A U.S. Treasury Department report in 1948 reported that 750 companies had al­

ready been set up by Germans, with German money, in the following distribution:

112 in Spain, 58 in Portugal, 35 in 'Turkey, 98 in Argentina, 214 in Switzerland,

and 233 in various other countries. The list is far from complete.

Purpose: According 

activity has said,

to Simon Wiesenthal, the world’s foremost expert 

’’...before the war ended the Nazis set up large,

on ODESSA 

hidden

funds for the building of a Fourth Reich.” Papers from the organizational 

meeting in Strasbourg now in U. S. Army hands, the following statement was re­

corded in the minutes: ’’Germany has already lost ... From now on Germany’s in­

dustry must prepare for the economic postwar campaign. Eveiy industrialist 

must seek contacts with firms abroad, each for himself, without creating atten-

tion. And that is not all. We must 

will be forced to go underground for

be ready to finance the Nazi Party, whb h

some time.”

Activities: (among others) financing

(2) financing prominent lawyers to defend
Nazi escapees and families of SS men, 

men accused of SS crimes whereas
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Pollock ODESSA Material/2

most of *these defendants no apparent source of income^(5) organization of 

a massive legal-aid effort for German war criminals released to Germany by 

Russia in 1955* After their arrival from the Soviet Union at Camp Friedland, 

near Gdttingen, they received the names and addresses of West German lawyers 
and were ordered to report to them, (4) finances certain German publishers who 

prepare massive printings of neo-Nazi propaganda literature, (5) finances 

meetings of former Nazis throughout the world. One took place in 1966 in Milan 

The participants arrived from.all ’over the world with their travel and hotel • 
expenses paid, (6) financing of subversive activities of neo-Nazi groups in 

several countries.

Example of ODESSA Wealth: While this is only one example of ODESSA’S treasure, 
it is significant. In the village of Altaussee (Austria) centered in what 

Hitler called the Alpenfestung (Alpine Fortress), where a last heroic stand 

against invading Allies had been planned, Gestapo Chief Ernst Kaltenbrunner 

moved at Christmas-time, 1944* Some hospitals were built in the area and 

transportation of Reich treasures was begun, these deliveries being made to 
the hospitals (which had no patients) in the Altaussee region by Red Cross 

ambulance. After March, 1945? the SS began a methodical listing of assets 

transported to Altaussee. One list fell into Allied hands concerning the ship­

ments made by Kaltenbrunner from Berlin to Altaussee. The following items are 

listed:

50 kilograms of gold bars

50 cases of gold coins and gold articles, each case 

weighing 100 pounds

2 million American dollars

150 million pounds in English banknotes

2 million Swiss francs

5 cases, 100 lb. each, filled with diamonds and 

precious stones

1 stamp collection, valued at 5 million gold marks

This and hundreds of other shipments were buried around Altaussee or thrown 

in TSplitzsee, a nearby lake. Adolf Eichmann lived in Altaussee before flee­

ing to Brazil. It is known that he took 8 cases of treasure with him. As 
late as 19^5 diving operations were observed at TOplitzsee. The Austrian gov­

ernment finally (in 19^5) conducted its own investigation into the lake and 

found several cases of English banknotes. Experts estimate the total initial 

wealth of ODESSA at between $^50 million and $1 billion.

Examples of Movement by Better-Known ODESSA Personnel: Heinz Mengele, research 

physician at Auschwitz, who specialized in experiments with children’s eyes, 

attempting to change eye-colors to blue by injection of special dyes. Charged 

with murdering hundreds of children personally and in most painful ways.
In 1954 Mengele was discovered (details on request) in Argentina where he was 

practicing medicine in Buenos Aires. Mengele was informed by his family in 
Freiburg (Germany) that a warrant for his arrest had been issued. He fled to 

Paraguay and was immediately granted Paraguayan citizenship. (27 Nov. 1959 "by
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governmental decree ^809, using the name Jose Mengele). After a brief return 

to Argentina he went to Bariloche on the Chilean frontier. He then went to 
Alexandria, Egypt where (former) Obersturmbannftlhrer Schwarz, who manages the 

ODESSA affairs in Egypt, rented a yacht and took Mengele to the Greek island of 

Kythnos, near Crete. He then was taken to Barcelona, made a visit back to 
Gttnzburg in Germany, took up residence in 1962 at Fulgencio Morena 507 in 

Asuncion, Paraguay, and finally moved to the estate of Alban Krug near Encar­

nacion, Paraguay, near the Brazilian border. Today he lives in the restrict­

ed military zone between Puerto San Vincente on the Asuncion-Sao Paolo highway; 

between the highway and the fortress of Carlos Antonio Lopez on the Parana 
River. He is not far away from the residence of the world’s most wanted war 

criminal, Martin Bormann, who lives in an impregnable fortress at Kolonie 

Waldner 555? Parana, Brazil.

Some Observations: ODESSA is the sort of organization which, because of the 

political philosophy of its members, would see profit in chaos and confusion 

in democratic countries. Its members still dream, however imprudently, of 

a return of German superiority in world affairs. This is best accomplished 

when it appears that democratic institutions lack the internal controls to 

survive, i. e., civil disobedience, riots, race wars, etc. But most import­

antly, it has the resources to finance most any undertaking. An organization 

which offered $100,000. to anyone who would murder Simon Wiesenthal, the man 

who tracked, down Adolf Eichmann in Buenos Aires, is capable of at least equally 

unfortunate interventions in other situations.

About the Africa Question: The Nazis and the Arabs have always gotten along 
well. Today, in the Nigeria/Biafra War, Egyptian military personnel, particu­

larly pilots, are participating in the Nigerian Army’s battle with the seces­

sionist Biafrans. ODESSA members are known to have been in Addis Abbaba, 

Ethiopia. They are throughout Egypt and the Arab countries of the Middle 

East. They might very well find a profitable gain in influence and, perhaps, 

territory by financing intrigues and insurrections in sub-Saharan Africa. 

Their presence is very much felt in the Republic of South Africa where many 

government officials are former SS men. Certainly an expansion of South Af­

rica’s and Rhodesia’s apartheid racial policy would be in the interests of 

men dedicated in mind and money to the creation of totalitarian states.

Dale L. Pollock
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FD*263 (Rev. 5-1-59)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE

Kansas City

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

Kansas City

DATE

2/10/69

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

1/24 - 2/7/69
TITLE OF CASE

CHANGED
FREDTlEXANDER MICHAELSON, aka
Frederick Alexander Michelson

REPORT MADE BY

SA WEETER S. POND .

TYPED BY

: esd
CHARACTER OF CASE

ITSP

Title is changed to include alias Frederick 
Alexander Michelson as shown on subject’s FBI Identification 
Record.

REFERENCE: Kansas City report of SA WEETER POND 1/15/69

APPROVED

COPIES MADE:

1

3

P

ENCLOSURES

TO THE BUREAU

Sheet
Three copies of Parole Report and

Accomplishments: Conviction Kansas City -

one Disposition

Case pending over one (1) year - YES
Prosecution pending over six (6) months - YES

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

- J ! 1

- Bureau (87-95561)(Enc 4)
- USA, Topeka, Kansas
- Memphis (44-1987) (info)
- Kansas City

(^~- 87-21205)
fl A 44-760)

Dissemination Record of Attached Report

Agency

Request Reed.

Date Fwd.

How Fwd.

By

No

Searched 
Serialized 
Indexed 
Hied
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KC 87-21205
WSP:csd

LEADS

KANSAS CITY

AT KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI. Will maintain
contact with U Marshal^ Topeka, Kansas, and local
authorities, Liberty, Missouri, and set forth lead to 
interview subject ih MURKIN case after he is transported 
to a Federal Institution.

ADMINISTRATIVE:

As set forth in details of Kansas City report 
of SA WEETER S. POND, 10/18/68, MICHAELSON on 10/2/68 
indicated he had information concerning the assassination 
of JOHN F. KENNEDY on 11/22/63; of MARTIN LUTHER KING 
on 4/3/68; and of the subsequent ’’shocking news of ROBERT 
KENNEDY.” His information "goes to the scale of great
national importance While he realized the information
had been held too long he refused to discuss it while 
confined in the county jail. He indicated a full 
disclosure will be made if and when he is removed from
the jail 
where he 
stomach.

and placed in a penitentiary or 
might receive treatment for his

The above information has been 
Memphis and it was noted that MICHAELSON

hospital 
nervous

furnished to 
has made

claims of being psychotic, however, he was incarcerated 
at the Missouri State Penitentiary from 6/25/65 to 
8/26/66 and both MICHAELSON and JAMES EARL RAY were 
there at the same time.

B* 
COVER PAGE
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) 
f

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 - UOS. Attorney, Topeka, Kansas

Report of: 
Date:

SA WEETER So POND 
February 10, 1969

Office: Kansas City

Field Office File #: 87-21205 Bureau File #: 87-95561

Title: FRED ALEXANDER MICHAELSON

Character: INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN PROPERTY

Synopsis: Subject was fingerprinted 11/14/68 by USM Topeka, Kso,
as FREDERICK ALEXANDER MICHELSON* He appeared with 
court appointed counsel on 1/31/69 in USDC, Kansas 
City, KSo, In connection with his plea of guilty in 
the same court on 12/16/68 to counts 1, 2, and 3 ! of 
the indictment he was sentenced to the custody of the 
Attorney General.to a period of 6 years on each count 
with each to run concurrent for a total of 6 years 
for violation Title 18, Section 2314, USC .

DETAILS

AT KANSAS CITY, KANSAS

On January 24, 1969, Mr. BOB G. LISENBEE
Deputy, U.S. Marshal, Topeka, Kansas, advised that on 
November 14, 1968, subject was fingerprinted as FREDERICK 
ALEXANDER MICHELSON, U.S. Marshal Topeka, Kansas, number 
0160-3471* Subject was scheduled for sentencing in 
U.S. District Court, Kansas City, Kansas, on or about 
January 31, 1969*

On February 6, 196^ Mr. THOMAS Eo JOYCE
Assistant United States Attorney, Kansas City, Kansas 
furnished the following information:

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

^U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1967-0-273-878

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



EC 87-21205 
WBP:csd

Subject as FRKMBRICK ALEXANDER MKHELSOM 
appeared with his court appointed counsel on January 31, 
1969, in U.S. District Court, Kansas City, Kansas, 
In connection with subject*s previous guilty plea 
in the sane court on Decenber 16, 1968, to count#
one, two, and three of the indlctnent he was sentenced 
by Judge ARTHUR J. STARLET, JR., to serve six years 
in the custody of the Attorney General on each countAttorney General on each want
to run concurrent for a total of six years

On February 7, I960, Mr. VASCE W. COLLIES, 
Kansas, telephonieslly advisedU.S. Marshal, Topeka, i ,

that subject was brought into U.S. District Court
Kansas City, Kansas, by writ and subsequent to 
sentence he was returned on the writ to Clay County 
Jail, Liberty, Missouri, with a detainer. It is 
anticipated the local charges will be dismissed and 
then subject will be restored to a Federal penitentiary.

2*
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AIRTEL

TO

FROM:

SUBJECT:

2727/0

AIK MAIL

DIRECTOR* FBI (4^-38851)

SAC, KANSAS CITYM-7SO) P

MURKIN

Mr. HARRY LAUF, Records Officer, Missouri State 
Penitentiary (MSP), Jefferson City* Missouri, advised 
IC WILLIAM C. MCDONALD on 2/25/SB, that he furnished 
the original fingerprint card of JAMES EARL RAY* 
MSP Ho. 0DU16, to FRED WILKERSON, Director of Penal 
Systems in the State of Missouri, shortly after RAY . 
was identified as the possible assailant of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING. Mr. LAUF stated that it was his understanding 
FRED WILKERSON sent then to the U* S. Department of 
Justice, Washington, D* C., to be used in the extradition; 
hearing of RAY in London* Mr. LAUF stated the fingerprint 
card has not been returned to him as yet and requested any 
assistance the Bureau could give in Ideating and returning 
the card to him. -

The Bureau and Memphis are requested to attempt 
to ascertain the location of the original fingerprint 
card so Mr. LAUF can be advised. "

to confer with officials at the

Mr* LAUF also stated that the attorney for 
RAY has contacted MSP officials and indicated that he , -
will travel to Jeff er son City, Missouri, in the near future 

‘ " ‘ penitentiary and review *
files concerning RAY

3-Bureau
2-Memphis (^-iSi?) 

-^-Kansas City f
RBH/rl
(7)^^

^.r

• sSearched __:

1^-4 
Rfed
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56)

F B I

Date: 2/18/69

Transmit the following in
(Type in plain text or code)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

All offices receiving copies of this airtel should
note that the trial in instant case has been postponed from 
March 3, 1969, until April 7, 1969, in Division III of the 
Shelby County Criminal Court, Memphis, Tenn, In the event 
you receive inquiries from any witnesses who have been previously 
subpoenaed, you should advise them that their testimony will 
still be desired for the new trial on 4/7/69, If they have any 
need for further details, they should correspond directly with 
Attorney General PHIL A, CANALE, Shelby County Courthouse, 
Memphis, Tennessee..

The Bureau is requested to advise Legats London
Paris, and Ottawa of the postponement in order that they may 
be able to answer any inquiries from persons in their areas 
who may have been subpoenaed.

3 - Bureau 
2 - Atlanta 
2 - Birmingham 
2 - Chicago

Kansas City 
2 - Los Angeles 
2 - Mobile 
2 - New Orleans 
2 - Sto Louis 
2 - Memphis

JCH;jap 
(21

Approved:

INDEXED

KANSAS CITY.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Special Aaent in Charge

SEARCHED. 
SERIALIZED
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Date: 2/18/69

Transmit the following in

The Bureau is requested to advise Legats London

may have beenwho

Approved: Sent

need for

Memphis,

2
2
2

2
2
2
2 r-
2

JCH;jap

MURKINSUBJECT:

Bureau
Atlanta

Mobile

St. Louis
Memphis

and OttawaParis

(P)(44-1987)FROM:

(44-38861)DIRECTOR. FBITO:

subpoenaed.

All offices receiving copies of this airtel should

19691969March 3
In the event

CANALE, Shelby County Courthouse
Tennessee

airtelVia

FD.3^ (Rev. 12-13-56)

(Type in plain text or code)

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

SAC, MEMPHIS

note that the trial in instant case has been postponed from
until April 7 in Division III of the

Shelby County Criminal Court, Memphis Tenn.
you receive inquiries from any witnesses who have been previously
subpoenaed, you should advise them that their testimony will
still be

Attorney

desired for the new trial on 4/7/69, If they have any
further details
General PHIL A

be able to answer

Birmingham
Chicago
Kansas City
Los Angeles

New Orleans

(21

they should correspond directly with

of the postponement in order that they may
any inquiries from persons in their areas
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#V 5/69

AIRMAIL
.a

AIRTEL

TO:

FROM:

MURKIN

SAC, MEMPHIS (4M987) <

SAC, KANSAS CITY UU-760) P

Enclosed for Memphis is one copy bach of airtel from 
Oklahoma City to Jackson? dated 3/29/65 and airtel from Jackson 
to the Bureau ^ated U/22/65.

These are being furnished in the event this information 
has not been made available to the< Memphis Office and inasmuch' 
as they may wish to give consideration to it in connection with 

'this inveatigatipn. ‘: \ ■

- Pertinent information in the Oklahoma City airtel 
appears in the paragraph marked "A* on page 1. ; .

It is to be noted that the information appearing "
in the paragraph afte^that is obviouslyjinporrect according to . 
information appearing in the file of JOHN GIBBON BILLON (Deceased)^ 
former 10 3U99A*

2 Memphis (Enc. 2) (RM) 
Kansas City

RBH:rmb

nu
Searched 
Serial 
Indexed m
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3/5/69

AIRMAILAIRTEL

TO:

FROM:

MURKIN

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1^

SAC, KANSAS CITY CUU-760)

Oklahoma
Enclosed for Memphis 

City to Jackson dated 
t# the Bureau dated: UZ 22Z65. *

Igjbne copy each of airtel from 
3/2^Z65 an4 airt$l^J^m J#<&^

; These are being furnished in '/the event this information
- s has not been made’' available to th Me^hijri)^^ ' and'/inasmuch' 

as they may wish to give (^hiid^atib^ th it in connection with
■ this invastigationX ' ? ; s.X:':\ >'X''.,XX .XX X'X ■

Pertinent information in the Oklahoma Cityeirtel 
appears in the paragra^t »a^|d ^ on

.; XX’ : Itis to be noted that the ii^or^tiph^^ X
in the paragraph afte# that is obviously ^correct ■ hedging to 
information appearing in the f:pLe of J^N GiBSOM^hl^ 
former 10 3U99A. / - X :XX. X :

2 Memphis (Enc. 2)(RM) 
Z^ Kansas City

(U)
. 5eafcW^^-s 

Serialized__ _ ^,4L
; Imtexed „>
«wX
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\V

’i y

\ sAe, MwiphiB (w-nwy W/S5

SAC, Kansas City(MU~760) if)

MURKIH

8, 10/V68, captioned 
m.s< pom^>z z zzzz .■ <ZZy j-Z^’ .^ Clty letter to ^

as above, ind - to|| Wty reportofSA'* , ,
2/10/63,; captio^d^^^ aka3 >T$m H

'Z transported #21^8 # ih« V. S>Z^iiif0£ia8^ '^WZ^ •
' Haute, Indiana * / .'ZZZZ- Z

■ . Fa^ information of Ihdianapolis, MCHA£LSON -
as F^D >ia^k W WOM ^

Z tcWtJ ’itt^ttr ^^^ I/31/ti rt ^ W«^efi««i t©
serve six year’s custodyof the Attorney jBwm"' on M«hz; 
of toe t0#»ti^ an indictment charging violations 
Section>31# , Title 1®, U. S.Code. The ee^taneea are

. concurrent. ' ZZy<' - Z

' ?Z ' He;wasw<»i£i«^l-4<z^^ 'Z
Z Mberty, Miasoux^t since 7 local jc^ Z

. Inasmuch as histrialhad been continued on several Z 
occasions because .of his ..insistence in ©hanging lawyers 

;; He was removed by writ’ for th© Federal charges , iad M 
‘ sequently the /local charges were dismissed In viev of

the Federal sentence. . ' \ Z'..;';',Z// *.

Z . MICHAELS OH was interviewed ih jail at U^rtyZ 
Mo. Z ta O/2/U, upon his requests and statedhe had 
written several letters to theCase Agent, but they Had 
been returned because of improper addresses. He claimed 
to hav< vital information conceming the assassinations 

z of mr K i&Kimj^ZoiL:^ w v
V3/6®, and ROBERT #®W His information would go “to 

- .the scale of great, national importance?* He realised the.
informti^Zh^ 1^a& h*14 ®ri^f t^ he refused

A.

A’

2~Indianapolis(M-S63) 
z QyKahSMs • city z < A

C6)

J

'^i^M-^P
Searched ? |\ 
Seriali^dJ2Z£
I ndexed __2ZZl
#£iJm

'&
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KC 44-760

to discuss it in jail* He denied ^lngthls;!^ 
get out of the Jail, and added that he Would definitely make 
a full dis closure if tod when he i# incarcerated in a peni* v 
tentiary or hospital where he could obtain treatment for his > 

; -- ' nervous stomach. ■ \

Information had been previously furnished by theMdiiet 
that several prisoners had commented that MICHAELSON had claimed 
to be psychic in making predictions of such thing# as aircraft 
disasters* It had been Maimed that such predictions could not be 
made unless he had the use ofa ballpoint pen, and such pen# were 

' .not available to him while U jail* .

It is noted MICHAELSON was incarceratedin the Missouri 
State Penitentiary from about 6Z25ZS$ to about 1/25/66 and 
both MICHAELSON and JAMES EARL RAX were there at the sto: , 

. ; time*/ < . ; \v^///-;^ / ' < ■

In view of the above information and the fact
MICHALLSOS desired to enter guilty pleas to Federal charges, t , 
the AUS A, District of Kansas,is3uedawrit and had MICHAELSON 

" . removed 'to 'federal custody for. sentencing as ■.'stated' Moto J;;
Prior to sentencing,MICHAELSON was found by the cdurt to t>< 
mentally competent. ' / / : .

IXDIAMAPOUS

AT TERRE HAUTE; INDIANA
rvw„^i

At the U * S. Penitentiary y will interview MICHAEESOH 

information concerning MURKIN and other.^pofsibie^tottirs.-
FBI #2 914 E, whit* aal* ♦ born

!>
"S'

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ft

SAC, Memphis (Ml-1987) 30/33

SAC, Kansas City (^-16(1) (H
.^^

!»

MURKIH
w

. Be Kai^ae City ^tW^ t# >^^
as above 5 'and Kansai tit/ HH^ ^ ^ WELTER S> ..PCM##.' 
i/ib/ss, t»pt *m> AitxAihM<Mi.^ ti

• • W^fl^i^^^ MiCHte^OM was
transported 2/i7/69 to the 5* ^P^sditdt&isr^ 
Haute# laditoa. ; ; ;7P-p;0

'?

Forinforaation oflndianapolls, MICHAELSON 
as FRED ALEXANDERMXC^LSONappeared la #v ^ tiftrtey P

7 ■ Court jKansas City#?. Kit^ o^ 1/SV^i^
■ serve six years custodyofthe Attorney ■ General ©n Jabh r■ 

of three counts of an UdieWi^ dhargw yioiatiohs 
Sectiba 131# > Title 13, V.- 3, Code • The sentences ®Pe r

' concurrent..5 ;-^ P-p•:-'^

' - P , Ba wa^ewHl^PWM^ ' "'"’PP.PP
Ubaity ^Missouri , 81^1/17/^ p# local ^argas •\-.'7P-7

- inasmuch- as hl*Ptrf<i\ hi#-.^ .: -
'occasions because of hisinslatenee In changing lawyers/

■ He was removed by writ for the Federal chafes'* andsub-
/ sequently ths., local charges uere disnissed in #et.^ uP...^ 

ptfee Federal■ tWteiwsd^ < •p> / p;-'p^ *7 vr>P^ Pp-■ ^.^

? : ■ j^&^k^^ in jail7^ U5axtyr
. : Mo. * on ■ 1072/11, uponhis H^est । an< >tat< lie had / p;; 

wHtten several letters to the Case Agent» hut they had
. been returned because of inproper addresses . Re clalned 
. . to have .vital, information conoeming the assassinations -

Of dOHN F. KENNEDY on"ll/t^H^^
W3/68, and ROBERT KENNEDY. ^ Wd*M ^ ^

y . the--#$£#■ j^^ »• yrilii#^w
. information had been heid Muoh too long, l^tPiifi^

2-Memphis • \ 
2-Indianapolis < #4*5S3)

W:lib

'^

"A

Searched, 
^ri^ed 
Indexed. 
Filed iA'w

'^:

’V
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to discuss it In jail* He denied using this a# an attempt td 
get out of the jail, and added that hewoulddefinitely make 
a full disclosure if and Men^ he is incars^^ ;
tentiary or hospital where he could obtain treatment; for his 

. nervous stcaacli. / J J

Information had been previously furnished by the jailer 
that several prisoners had commented that MICHAELSON had claimed 

' to be psychic, in making predictions of such things /ab^aircraft ? 
disasters* It had been claimed that such predictions could #t jse 
made unless he had the use of a ballpoint pen, and such pens were 
.not aviilabh to him while in jail. '

It is noted MICHAELSON was incarcerated in the Missouri 
State Penitential from about. •</?</##*. W*d^ and ?
both MICHAELSON and JAMES EARL NAI were there at the semi

In view of the above information and tie fact 
MICHAELSON desired to enter guilty pleas to Federal charges» 
the AUSA, District of Kansas^ issued a writ and had MICHAELSON 
removed to Federal custody for sentencing as stated above* 
Prior to sentencing, MICHAELSON wasfoundbythe court to ba 
mentally competent * 7 ;

INDIANAPOLIS .

. • AT TER^E MAB^^^

At the U. S. Penitentiary»will interview MICHAELSON 
FBI 12 $1# E, white male}bom. . , for all possible
information concerning MOBKIN and other possible matters *
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3/5/6»

AIRTKL

FBOM:

M

dibo®, rax (44-38861) 

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) 

MUBKIN .

(00 Memphis)

Be Kansas City airtel to the Bureau dated 2/27/69 
concerning subject MY*s fingerprint card which was sent by 
HAKRY LAW, MSP, Jef torsen dtp, to., to MOB flLMSOX, 
Missouri Director of tonal Systems.

. Enclosed tor Kansas City is the fingerprint card
of the subject MT which had been forwarded to District 
Attorney General PUL M. CAKIU by persons in the M, 9* . 
Department of State. Mr. CAULK stated he has ne use tor 
this card and desires that it be returned to the MSP.

3s - Bureau - ' ■
g)- KansasCity (44-760) (Kne

1 - Memphis 
JCK:mnr

Am.,™. (9)
T^ps. • SEARCHED _—.—INDEXED ^*—± 

SERIALIZED .-ZDLED —zf——

FBI — KANSASCITY__

9«^M.''
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y^ c) s??6
INDEXEDSEARCHED

SERIALIZED

FBI — KANSAS CITY

Milt. ,

MAP 13 969

^ c^^ j^L
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

rat FILES FOR 
A SECOND TRIAL

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Kansas City

Admitted Slayer of Dr. 
Martin Luther King 

Enters Motion
Kansas City

Memphis (AP)—A motion 
for a new trial for James 
Earl Ray, admitted slayer 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
jr., was filed today in 
Shelby County Criminal 
1 ourt.
I No date for a hearing was set. 
J The motion was signed by Ray 
and his attorneys, J. B. Stoner, 
Robert W. Hill and Richard 
Ryan.

Ray pleaded guilty March 10 
to killing King and was sentenc­
ed to 99 years in the state peni­
tentiary. He since has said he 
was pressured into the plea— 
which basically is the conten­
tion in the motion filed today— 
and wants a trial.

The motion was filed in the! 
court of Judge Arthur Faquin, 
jr., who was named to succeed j 
the late Judge W. Preston Bat-i 
tie in theHay case. * ' " |

Date: 4/7/69
Edition: Final
Author:

Editor: Paul V. Miner
Title:

Character:

or

Classification:

Submitting Office: Kansas

EARCHED
serialized..

. Ari
FILED

fbi — Kansas city
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newspaper, city and state. 1

Kansas

Kansas

word when

Character:

SERIALIZli)..

Final
Date:

Edition:

Author:

Editor:

Title:There was

MinerPaul V

or

Classification:

Submitting Office:

M e m p h i s, Tenn (AP)—
ir..

todav succeed the lateto

in the

The announcement w a s

murder of Dr. Martin Luther

The announcement came a

saidrections

FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

<*■1 ■■ fa r ---------

New Judge
Named in

.Judge Arthur C. Faquin
of criminal court was named

Judge W. Preston Battle as
the presiding judge
James Earl Ray case.

made following a meeting of
the four remaining Criminal
court judges.

Moving up as the presiding
thejudge in the case. Judge 

iiFaquin will conduct all post-
trial hearings, including Ray s
request for a new trial in the

King. ir.

short time after Ray hired his
third defense lawyer in an ef­
fort to win the new trial.

Harry S. Avery, state cor-
commissioner,

today Richard J. Ryan of
Memphis. previously turned
away by prison officials, has
been hired by Ray to repre­
sent him in criminal matters.

Ryan might seek to visit Ray

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

(Indicate page, name of

C i ty , Mo

4/3/69

Kansas City

FBI — KANSAS
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

. UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM

subject:

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

SAC, BUTTE (173-2) (P)

MURKIN 
CR
OO: Memphis

date: 4/1/69

On 3/25/69, MORRIS R. McCARVER (protect identity), 
who has furnished insufficient information to determine his 
reliability, contacted the Butte Division and indicated he 
had some information concerning JAMES EARL RAY, which he 
wanted to furnish. McCARVER was contacted personally in 
Blackfoot, Idaho, and interviewed. He stated at the outset 
of the interview that he had been drinking considerably, but 
that it was only after several drinks that he could build 
enough courage to contact the FBI. He stated he was furn-
ishing this information for whatever it was 
and pointed out that if the information was 
him, his life would not be ’’worth a plugged

McCARVER advised that in 1951, he

worth to the FBI 
traced back to 
nickel.11

spent six months
in the Arkansas State Prison for involuntary manslaughter

In 1951, Mr. CHERRY was Governor of the State of 
Arkansas and ORVAL FAUBAUS was his Lt. Governor. Later, 
FAUBAUS became Governor and actually ALBERT TALMAGE and 
GEORGE WALLACE financed FAUBAUS in his political aspirations 
An appointee of FAUBAUS to the State Alcohol Tax Department 
was ROLO FITCH (phonetic).

McCARVER stated that (FNU) FULMER was a State 
Representative from Eureka Springs, Arkansas, area. In 1953 
GERDON WHITNER (phonetic), a cousin of McCARVER’s and a 
’’political hack” in northwest Arkansas, who at that time 
was working as a guard on the dam project on the White River 
below Gateway, Missouri, approached McCARVER and offered

2 - Memphis (Reg.)
2

2

5010-108-01

BSP/sdj 
(8)

Little Rock (Reg.) 
Kansas City (Reg.) 
Butte

SEARCHED- - - - - - - - - - - INDEXED. 
serialized /veiled„ 

3p/s 1969.

KANSAS CITY

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll S

A3
FBI

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




