








SAC (44-760) : 6/11/69
SA WALTER A. WITSCHARD -P-
MURKIN

Re Indianapolis letter to Kansas City 4/30/869
and Kansas Clty letter to Memphis 3/7/89. '

The follow1ng 1nvest1gatlon was conducted by
SA WALTER A. WITSCHARD :

AT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS:

On 5/21/69 FRED ALEXANDER MICHELSON, Inmate,
U.S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, #85514-~L, advised that he
served time in the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson
City, Missouri, with BAMES EARL RAY. He stated that in
order to tell his knowledge of RAY it would take a long time
and that he also knew valuable information regarding the
@assassinations of President and Senator KENNEDY. He stated
that he has written a book on the three cases and that since
he has such extensive knowledge it would take an exceptlonal
amount of ‘time to discuss them. He stated that he is
‘currently attempting to obtain a furlough from the prison
to visit his ill mother in Liberty, MlSSOUPl, and that
if this furlough were granted he would tailk to FBI Agents
while he was in Liberty, Missouri, visiting his sick mother.

. ——="""" 0On 5/29/69 CARL F. ZARTER, Administrative Assistant,
U.S. Btates Penitentiary, furnished the following record for ’
MICHELSON: . - ]

Name FRED ALEXANDER MICHELSON
USP # 85514 L |
FBI # 2914E-

~The record indicates that MICHELSON was sentenced
on 2/17/69 in Kansas City, Kansas, to serve 6 years for
interstate transportatlon of false securities.
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KC 44-760

It is noted that the case worker's analysis indicates that
MICHELSON has a tendency to exaggerate his abilities and
that he was for one year in a mental institution and that
he had a "sociopathic personality with alcoholism". - The
record stated that MICHELSON is not insane or mentally
incompetent but tends to exaggerate very greatly. He
claimed to have 3 years of college but investigaion
revealed that he has had only one night course. He talks
at length and claims to have written a book about history:
with a "mathematics theory in conjunction with it".

In view of the apparent attempt of MICHELSON
to use the FBI to obtain a furlough and his questionable
mental competence, it is recommended that no further
coracts be made with him.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC (4u4-760) DATE: 6/11/62//

SA WALTER A. WITSCHARD
MURKIN

Re Indianapolis letter to Kansas City 4/30/69
and Kansas City letter to Memphis 3/7/689.

The following investigation was conducted by
SA WALTER A. WITSCHARD: '

AT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS:

On 5/21/6S8 FRED ALEXANDER MICHELSON, Inmate,
U.S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, #85514-L, advised that he
served time in the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson
City, Missouri, with AMES EARL RAY. He stated that in
order to tell his knowledge of RAY it would take a long time
and that he also knew valuable information regarding the
assassinations of President and Senator KENNEDY. He stated
that he has written a book on the three cases and that since
he has such extensive knowledge it would take an exceptional
amount of time to discuss them. He stated that he is
currently attempting to obtain a furlough from the prison
to visit his 1ill mother in Liberty, Missouri, and that
if this furlough were granted he would talk to FBI Agents
while he was in Liberty, Missouri, visiting his sick mother.

JEEUEEEEER

/,,,,,/’“"/ On 5/29/69 CARL F. ZARTER, Administrative Assistant,

U.S. States Penitentiary, furnished the following record for
MICHELSON:

Name FRED ALEXANDER MICHELSON
USP # 85514 -~L
FBI # 2914E

, The record indicates that MICHELSON was sentenced
on 2/17/69 in Kansas City, Kansas, to serve 6 years for
interstate transportation of false securities.
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KC 44-760

It is noted that the case worker's analysis indicates that
MICHELSON has a tendency to exaggerate his abilities and
that he was for one year in a mental institution and that
he had a "sociopathic personality with alcoholism". The
record stated that MICHELSON is not insane or mentally
incompetent but tends to exaggerate very greatly. He
claimed to have 3 years of college but investigation
revealed that he has had only one night course. He talks
at length and claims to have written a book about history
with a "mathematics theory in conjunction with it",

In view of the apparent attempt of MICHELSON
to use the I'BI to obtain a furlough and his questionable
mental competence, it is recommended that no further
comacts be made with him.
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Federal Bureau of Investigation
United States Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

June 16, 1969

Carl T. Rowan

The Evening Star

225 Virginia Avenue, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20003

Sir:

My attention has been called to the malicious
article which you wrote in the Sunday Star on June 15, 1969,
concerning Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the FBI.

For your information, the wire tap on Martin
Luther King, Jr., was specifically approved in advance in
writing by the late Attorney General of the United States,
Mr. Robert F, Kennedy. This device was strictly in the
field of internal security and, therefore, was within the
provisions laid down by the then President of the United
States.

It is to be hoped that you will give the same
publicity to this letter as was given to your scurrilous
editorial. :

Yours truly,
Ckn o ~J olao—mn—

Clyde A. Tolson

cc Mr. Newbold Noyes
Editor
The Evening Star
225 Virginia Avenue, S.E,
Washington, D.C. 20003
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SAC, ma {Mm)
'sac, ums orTY | (44-»160) r 7

‘Be Jodianapolis letter to Kansas City, 4130/09. |
On 85/21/69, FRKD mm MICHELSOM, Inmate,
E. &. Penitentiary, veowrth, Knnsas, #85514-5, advised o
~ 8A WALTER A, WITSCHARD that he ba m.umm-ms s
State Ponitent: , Jaffersen City, Missouri, at the m.w
time as JAMES ur. ‘He stnt-d that ia opder to tell
_his knowledge of RAY it would: take an sxceptionally louy -
\mat of time, He further advised that he i» mutly |
tempting to obtain & furlough from the prison to visit | )
'nuuxmmux.mm Missouri, 12 the furlough is
- granted, aomlaunmnx mmuhn-samu,
llumrt. _vhttlnz his sm not S o o

On 8/29/69, cm. r. wrm m&nututtn mt.-
;nxnt, v. 8. Fcauontmy, furnished m zauwm remd 1«-
CHRELSON: | 4

rTPvOm
391“

| lt is mtcd tht tln case mm's .mlnu -
fadicates that MICHELSON has a tendency to exaggerate his
“abilities and that he was for ono year ia a wental institution
and that he had » “mt:ghtm pommuty with alcoholies.”
The record stated that MICHELSON 4s not insane or mentally ~
Awunt. but tends to exaggerate very greatly. He ohhud
to aave thres years ef college, but imvestigation revesled at
~he ‘has had only eons night courme, e talks at length and elaihe
to have written a Mt hhtu-y nu . "uﬂmnt&eu thom o
4n cenjungtion ﬂth 1€, |

© 1an view of the a ont as z,@ uxmm to -
_use the FBI te obtain a furiough and qmﬁ.ombh mental
competence, it is mmad.d that g ? turtlnr mucu be

~wmde wath hin, - Lo
L/‘/ 7@“7@/%

Searchea " |
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| BAC, MEMPHIS (44-1087)
| BAC, KANBAB CITY (44-760) P
| emxIN

Re Indianapolis letter to 'nm-"f’caty,- 4/30/69,

On 5/21/69 mmmn nm, lmt. |
U. 5. Peaitentiary, Leavemerth, Kansas, #85514-L, advised
SA WALTER A. mmthhdbnnutblmi .
State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, at the same
time 28 JAMES EARL RAY. He stated that im orxder to tell
his knowledge of RAY it would take an exceptionally long
amount of time, He further advised that he is currently
attempting to aobtain a furlough from the prison to visit

~ his m-mm in Liberty, Missouri, If the furlough is

he would nuummmw.uususmw,

) umi visiting his sick mwother.

| On 5/8/69, CARL ¥, mm, Mmtuun mu-
tant, U, 8, Posttontmy. MW the zoumm regord for
MICHELSON:

Kame - | : m u.mm nmmm

ysP e o 8BBl4el. -

¥Rl # | 2014K

It is noted that the case mhcr': aulyati | |
mdmm that MICHELSON has a teadency to exaggerate his
abilities and that he was for one year in a meantsl iastitution
and that he had a "mt;gtthu personality with alcoholism,”
The record stated that MICHELEON is not insane or mentally
Ancempetent, but tends to exaggerate very greatly,  Ne claimed
to have three years of college, but iavestigation revealed that
be has had only ome night course, He talks at length and claime
to have writtea a book about himr uth 3 “-thoutica tinory\
in conjmtm with it,”

- ':avmottb tatmamt:o
th- nltomuu!u h and his questionable weatal
tcm&:f u mm thut ao Mbr omtacu ho

-Mo with N LR

@ Kansas cuy
RBHie¢lc .

Wole
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

R’%‘f Alleges ‘F ede?;Agents’

— \

mede trips to Mexico was in

Killed Dr. Martin Luther King

St. Louis (AP)—A tele-
vision  station quoted
James Earl Ray yester-
day as saying federal
agents killed Dr. Martin
Luther King, jr., and
“used me to be the fall
guy.”’

Station KMOX-TV said this

was part of a statement dic- _,

tated by Ray to his brother,
Jerry Ray, in the Tennessee
State prison in Nashville.
Jerry Ray read the statement
on camera to Barry Serafin,
a KMOX-TV reporter who ac-
companied Jerry to Nashville
Wednesday.

James Earl Ray, an escapee
from the Missouri State pris-
on, pleaded guilty to killing
King and was sentenced to 99
years. His attempts to obtain a
new trial so far have been un-
successful.

The statement was written
in long hand by Jerry Ray,
who signed gls brother’s
name, Serafin said.

The statement said James
Earl Ray was working with

{edﬂ:al.agents-—not otherwise
dentified by name or organi-

James Earl Ray

O
zation—during the ;;)'rqmg of
1968,

“They told me I was helping
them to supply arms and guns
to Cuba refugees to overthrow
Castro and the Communists in

_ Cuba,” t?g statement contin-
ued. “The reason why I've

regard to helping the agents of
the federal government to sup-
ply arms to Cuban refugees .
tuere to gverthrow Castro. The
federal agents led me to be-
lieve that I was in Memphis in
April for the same purpose.”

At another point that state-
ment said: “I knew nothing
about King being in Memphis
until after King had been
killed. T could not argue with
the federal agents I worked
for because they would have
put me back in the Missouri
State prison at Jefferson City
if T failed to take orders from"
them. I know that the federal
agents merely used me to be
the fall guy when they Kkilled
King.” )

The statement said Ray
hopes some high government
official “will expose the whole
deal” so he will be freed.

“If they don’t, we have more
information which we will re-.
lease in the near future. I.
don’t know what motives the
federal agents had for killing
King. Ask former Attcc:)fnc;(y
General Ramse ark,
Maybe he knows.” ==
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(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

1 Kansas City Times

Kansas City, Mo,

Date:

8/15/69
Edition: Morning
Author:

Editor: Pgul V. Miner

Title:

Character:
or

Classification:

Submitting Office: Kansas City
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Phoenix, Arizona

In Reply, Please Refer t
n Reply, Dlease Refer to September 4, 1969

File No.

JAMES EARL RAY
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM

On July 25, 1969, C. R. CRANK, JR., Superintendent,
Federal Detention Center, Florence, Arvizona, made available
the attached copy of a letter written by JOHN BANMNILTON MORRIS,
inmate of that ingtitution to Mr., PETER GOLDMNAN, 444 Madison
Avenue, New York City, New York. Mr. CRANK pointed out that
the significance of this letter was the fact that MORRIS
indicated that JAMES EARL RAY had been paid by an individual
known as "BIG D". Mr. CRANK advised that MORRIS was
receivea at that institution on July 19, 1969, and was
incarcerated there until July 25, 1969.

MORRIS was maintained at that ingtitution as
a stop-over while en route from San Francisco, California,
to Leavenworth, Kansas. He explained that MORRIS was serving
a sentence at U. S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, and had becn
removed from that institution to San Francisco, where he
was afforded a hearing on a Writ of Habeas Corpus.

Mr. CRANK advised that an informgtion card main-
tained by that ingtitution on MORRIS indicated that he had
been convicted for crimes of bank robhery in 1949, bank
robbery in 1969 and aircraft piracy in 1969. His attorney
was listed as PAUL L, LARSEN, 309 South Third Street, Las
Vegas, Nevada.

MORRIS is described as follows:

L= D0 1300

SEARCHED...__. INDEXED
SERIAL P iy

SEF8 1969

D'+ AANDAY ul%
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JAMES EARL RAY

Race White
Sex Male
Date of Birth |
Place of Birth Michigan

Weight . 165 pounds

Hair Gray

Eyes Hazel

Tattoos Multiple tattoos on both arms
Occupation Journalist

Marital Status Single

Social Security
Number ‘ | |

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Phoenix , Arizona
File No. September 4, 1969

"JAMES EARL RAY
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -~
VICTIM

Cn July 25, 1969, C. R, CRANK, JX., Supcrintendent,
Federal Detention Center, Florence, Arizona, mace available
the attached copy of a letter written by JOHN HAMILTON MORRIS,
inmate of that institution to Mr. PETER GOLDMAN, 444 Madigon
Avenue, New York City, New York. Mr., CRANK pointed out that
the significance of this letter was the fact that NHORRIS
indicated that JAMES EARL RAY had been paid by an individual
known as "BIG D". Mr. CRANK advised that MORRIS was
received at that institution on July 19, 19869, and was
~incarcerated there until July 25, 1969.

MORRIS was maintained at that institution as
a stop-over while en route from San Francigco, California,
to Leavenworth, Kansas. He explsined that MORRIS was serving
a sentence at U. S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, and had been
removed from that institution to San Francisco, where he
was afforded a hearing on a Writ of Habeas Corpus.

Mr. CRANK advised that an information card main-
tained by that institution on MORRIS indicated that he had
been convicted for crimes of bank robbery in 1948, bank
robbery in 1969 and aircraft piracy in 1969. His attorney

"-was listed as PAUL L, LARSEN, 309 South Third Street, Las
Jegas, Nevada.

MORRIS ig described as follows:

40 B0 B3¢

SEARCHED .______INOEXED _____
SER1AI 18D CFHED

SEF8 1969

B AANGAS it y j’l
4:(;(&V%4~;b" u/

-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JAMES EARL RAY

Race White
Sex Male
Date of Birth
Place of Birth Michigan

Weight 165 pounds

Hair Gray

Eyes Hazel

Tattoos Multiple tattoos on both arms
Occupation Journalist

Marital Status Single

Social Security
Number , | |

This document containg neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency. .
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| mm, PBI («-3‘5861"}

8AC, PRORNIX (44-311) (ROC)

JAMES EARL nr/
DR. MARTIN x.m'm , JR, -
VICTIM |

CR - COMSPIRACY;
UFAC - ROBBERY

00:“

Re PX airtel to ME, §/6/69; ME let to PX, 8/22/69.

'l'here is emclosed for the Bureau origiml and
three copies of Letterhead Memorandum reflecting mfnr-n- -
tiom furmished by Mr. C. R. CRANK, Superinteadent, rodenl
Detention Center, Florencs, Arum, regarding JOHR R
HAMILTON MORRIS, "an inmate who was t temporarily :l.nenrcmtnd
at that ingtitution from 7/19-25/69, imdicating that he S
had knowledge of who p.i.d .um nn. IAL -

- Bacloged for Kansas cs.ty, mphi.a nud Ret York ’
are twvo coples esch of above LHN. | |

L!ABB:
KANSAS CITY DIVISION - |
umm,mm**? ‘%‘

| ~ Will imterview JOHK 'HAMELYON MORR '
‘the contents of his letter to PETER GOLDMAN, 444 ladim
Avenue, New York City, New York. L , |

-~ Bureau (Bucs. 4) -
- Kangas City (Bmcs. 2¥,—
- Memphis (44-1987)(Bacs. 2)
2 - New York (Bucs. 2)

1-Phoenix | | 4/¢/~ 7,50 /3/7

m/ A ~n.-.,éz
(9) 'pj o ‘ - | H (:Eﬁ:lum
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PX 44-371
WEP/wpj

NEW YORK DIVISION - |
AT NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK

Will interview PETER GOLDMAN, 444 Madison Avenue,
for his knowledge of JOHN HAMILTON MORRIS and hisg eggluation
of statement that JAMES EARL RAY was paid by "BIG D".

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38881)
m, PROBNIX (u-sﬂ) ()

mmuz ,tlli
DA, MARTIN LUTERR - m’ﬂ--.
, - CONMSPIRACY;

'm ROBRERY

001 u

 be PX atrtel toux, mm. XE 1et to rx. m

- mxud:wmaty,mmmtm.
mmmmcxamm
m: .
]nnucmnwnm
| nmv.mu,m
¥ill iaterview JONN NAMILYON MORRIS regarding

‘tho comtents of his 1«mumm, C«Itdhlll
m, Bew York City, lov!uk

- Bureas (M:.. 9
~ Enngas City (Imcs. 3)
3 - Nemphis (44<18987)(Eacs. 3) | | |
2 - New York (Imecs. 2) - - | o

YEP/wp) k o SEARCHF . o
(®) o SEHIAL /T /\ /\-’

!
o
: !

'
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| nmmm._mm
will interview PEYER GOLDNAN, 44¢ Madimon "‘“"

nds of JOMI NANILTON NORAIS and his evaluatiom
gru:-“wtutg: JANNS EARL RAY was paid by “BIG D". -
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. DIRECTOR, PBI (44-38861) -~ -« . .07 af12/69°. . o

fixURxIn L
00 HEMPHIS

Re Kansas City 1gtt,r to Directop, “/29159.',1i'ﬁ' o

. LRl - Referencad eammnnicatlon eontainadinformation frcm g”iﬁ’fﬁ
S A Hrg KARL RAPP, ‘Kansaas City, Missouri, regarding a former .
83 general by the nanme of HhINZ MUELLER, aka HEINZ MANGER, 5
' who he had previously siet in Puerto Vallarta, | MUELLER wag .

~ peportedly also a membar of Gdeasa. &n organization of .
' '*former 88 officers. . - . PR SO “l“f”'

% RaPP alao had adviscd fhat he was previously in
‘ correspondence with a JOHN MATHIESON, a retired Amerizan. SRR
. fermerly living in Puerte Vallarta and over 70 vears of aga. ST
- RAPP visited Puerto Vallarta during spring ‘of 1969 and e :
- advigsed that he determined JOHH HATHIESON w;s no 1onger
vt;living in that area.-i‘ o . : ‘ .

- On 9!9/59 KARL RAPP talephonically adviced Kansas
N city Office that he. had received a letter from MATHIESQN on ~ .
' 9/8/69 from Puerto Vallarta. In this' letter, which was mostly - . =
.. personal in naturie, MATHIESON stated that HEINZ MUELLER is
* now residing in Weisbaden,: Germany.‘ The letter did not -
. ‘elaborate and RAPP could furnish no mdre {Aformation regarding,

-~ HEINZ MUELLER or HANGER. RAFP stated that'HATHIBSON did not

‘- give a return address but his former address had been Poat
v-;Offiee Bax 53, Puarto Vallarta, Hhxico. ST SORRLPE

v | RAPP ad?ised 1f any additi@nal information comes 5
‘%o his atteation he will immediately contact the xansas 01ty |
Office. SRR | e
8 Leads in this matter ara being left to discretion o
of officc of origin or Baraau.A o | BT
This casé 1a rnn;ini' pending 1naamuch as. a 1aad

"wae aet%out to interview JOHN/MORRIS, Leavonworth, Kanaas,
in Phoanix lotter-tc Directo s 8/u/68.

"végz Enreau (RH) ,'{_"gl Vés/{ j7db C)\ [3/5

'ﬂa;1 Memphis (us~1937}(nm) ¥
Kancas City ﬁ:n S £
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 DIRECTOR, FBI (u44-38861) - . 9/12/69
SAC, KANSAS CITY (44:760) P

MURKIN
00 MEHPHIS
| Re Kansas City letter to Dlrector, %/29/69.,

= | Referenced communicatxon containedinformatiOn from
. a Mr. KARL RAPP, Kansas City, Missouri, regarding a former
- 58S general by the name of HEINZ HUELLER, aka HEINZ MANGER, -
who he had previouslvy met in Puerto Vallarta. MUELLER. was
reportedly also a member of Odessa, an crganlzation of :
former 8S officers. |

RAPP also had adviaad that he was nreviously in
correspondence with a JOHN MATHIESON, a retired American
formerly living in Puerto Vallarta and over 70 years of age.
RAPP visited Puerto Vallarta during spring of ‘1969 and -~
advised that he determined JQHﬁ MATHIESOH was no longer
liV1ng in that area.., . | |

S . On 98/9/69, KARL RAPP t&lephanicallv advised Xansas
. City 0ffice that he had received a letter from MATHIESON on |
- 8/8/69 from Puerto Vallarta. In this letter, which was mostly
personal in nature, MATHILSON stated that HEINZ MUELLER is
now residing in Weisbaden, Germany. The letter did not
elaborate and RAPP could furnish no more ififormation regarding
HEINZ MUELLER or MANGER, RAPP gtated that MATHTIESON did not
give a return address but his former addreas had been Post |
- Office Box 53, Puerto Vallarta, Mexico., A S

.~ RAPP advised if any additlonal information comes
to ?ls attention he will 1mmediately contact the Kansas City
Office. : ,

- Leads in thisz matter are being 1eft to discretion
of office of origin or Burean. - .

| ‘This case is remaining pending fnasmuch as a lead
was set out to interview JOHN MORRIS, Leavenworth, Kansas,
in Phoenlx letter to Dmrector, 9/#/69. |

2 Bureau (RM) L | | /»)7Q C) ,/ZZ/ ?ra -
1 Memphis (uh~1987)(RH) | o Y
Kansas City . Lo

(5)fui o BCTR 4r)’a'
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. é‘v/\..
'DIRECTOR, FBI ~(44-38861) '/ 10/20/69

/
/
. ‘\"

SAC, EKANSAS c:ﬁf (44.;760) “Pe

JAMES EARL RAY, aka; | |
DR.MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, = vxc'rm;
CR - ccstIRACY;

- {OO-Memphis) |
Re Phoenix letter to Bureau, dated 9/4/69,

| On 9/26/69, Senior Officer Specialist CLYDE
STEWART, U, 8, Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Eansas, advised
SA WALTER A, WITSCHARD that inmate JOHN HAMILTON MORRIS
#83856 was "out to Court® mince 9/11/69, STEWART advised
that it would be impossible to anticipate MORRIS' return -
but that he would notify SA WITSCHARD upon MORRIS' return, .

LEADS : ;
KANSAS CITY DIVISION:
AT LEAYERUDRTH, xagsas:

| Will at USP.l, at Leavenworth, 1ntorv1¢w JOBH |
HAMILTON MORRYS, USP.L #83856, Cell B 576, employed Shoe
Factory, reference Phoenix letter to Buroau, 9/4/69, upon
MORRIS' return fqpmconrt.

2 -~ Bureau

2 « Memphis (44-1987)
New York
- Kansas City

WAw ENL

(8)
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

. sac, KANEAS CITY. (44;730) >

' JAMES EARL nur - o
DR. MARTIN LUTHER xm, IR, ~ v:c'rm;

CR ~ CONSPIRACY; - .

m ‘.-‘, ‘;;_4 o

(wu)

Re Phoenix latttr to ma, ated 9/4/69.

on 9/56/69. Senior Officer speaialut wmx
STEWART, U. 3. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, advised
SA WALTER A, WITACHARD that inmate JOHN mn.m NORRIS
 #83858 was "out to Court™ simce 9/11/68, STEVART advised
.~ that it would be impossible to anticipate NORRIS' return
but that he mld mtur BA macwm m mmxa' mw.

m: o
| KANSAS CITY DIVISION:
AT mv:mm, EANSAS :
Ii.ll. at wr-:. at Mvumﬂh intervm .mmr
HAMILTON MORRIS, USP.L #83856, Cell B 576, employed Shoe .

Mta‘!, refereance Phoenix letm to M’n, 0/4/69, upon
RIS ”ma tm@ouﬂ'u | , : .

E-Bamu

-2 - Memphis (44—1957 )
& New York

&W/ ansas City
" WAW:ERL |
- (8 .

Ik\
Y0037

oy
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Réfer to New Yo rk, New York

File No.

November 5, 1969

James barl Ray
Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr. -
Vietim

Fetsr Goldman, Serdcr kdiltor, Hewsweak Magezine,
Ll Mziison Aveous, New York City furnished the following
i‘furmatic” to up@ci 1 Agent O. bugene omith on Kovember
3, 1966

ns cannot reezll having ~ver met or having aver
recelves ecorrespondence from a John Hamilton Morris., &
review &f “the files of the Letter Department of the
Hugozlne falled to reveszl that he ever recelved s letter
frem Jehn Hewmilton Horrdls, I

He hnz never heard of anyone referred to as

n eonnaetion with the James Barl Hay enze and

he hev e knowleage of any staterent being mads that Janes
~3T i siay was pald by "idig D",

IR R
Blg v L
re

He reccives nuwrercus "crsnk" letters which he

| m&yudlt ia the waste basket. Mo record is keept of these

I' féf\- .‘,Cttgr&c

tains neither
. \ or conclusy
3£ :29 FBT. It is the prope;::
e FBI and ig loaned to
ency: it ang tre

ts content are
't to be distrib ;
. uted
© o aganey. outside

SEARCHED _
| seErianzen:

NEaYY
g -," L

try—~ ANSAS u!'Y o

7e

(777170,
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U‘NIT'ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Réfer to | » NQW YOI‘“&, New York .
File No. | Nbvwmber 5, 1969

James Earl Ray
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. -
Victim

Feter Goldman, Jdenlor Lditor ysweek Magnmzine,
Ll Madison Averue, Néw Zerk City furnishe” the following
informastion to :p@cial Agcnt 0. Bugene Smith on November

3), 196‘3.

He eanncot reeall having ever met or having ever
recelved correspondence from a John Hamilton Horris., A
review &f the files of the Letter Department of the
“agazine faziled to revesl that he ever received s letter
frem John Hsamilton Morris. 3

He hag never heard af anyone referred to 83
"Sig D" in connection with the James karl Hsy case and
he haz o xrowledge of sny utmtement being made thst Janes
Eari Ray waz pald by "i3ig D",

| He receives numerous “crank"'letters which he
deposits 1n the waste bmsket. No record is keept of these
"erank" lettsrs.

dooument cont
a
mmendaty 1ns neither

4 Ons nor concl

r 138ion

oi :25 ?gf . ?tiislthe propert;
i 13 loaned ¢

agzntv it and itg content: :::r

n 0 be diatributed outsid

Savp agency. °

. d ’ﬂ - i

l '(/ /)é/(),»@))ﬁ
SEARCHED INDEXED -
SERIAUZ’ED. _ﬁ»nm‘/ [
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| DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) .~ 11/5/69
| ?aAc, NEW‘IORK”(h%~1603)(RUC)5;“

JAMES EARL RAY, aka; |

DR. MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR. -
VICTIM o

CR - CUNSPIRACY;

UFAC - ROBBERY

(00: ME)

Re: Fhoenix letter dated 9/4/69

Lnelosed for Buresu are four copies of LHK,
LRClana for Kansas City and Memphlv are twc coples each
of LHM, Enclobei for Phoenix is one Cory. of LHM for “
information.

Humercus efforts were made by New York tu
comtact PETER GULDMAN, Seniocr Editor, Newsweek Magazine,
Lk Madison Avenue, New York City kuring the period

9/3/69 through_lﬂ/29/69 with unsuccessful results.

SUREAU (EBnel W)
Kansas City (Encl. 2) W

- Memphis (W4-1987)(Encl. 2)
Phoenix (44-371)(Encl. 1)
New York (4%-16&9)

,Dt0es

| ;SEARCHED
SERIA&JZED

NQV 81969

a o Bl — KANSAS CiTYp ¥ |
o . ._JU{ .
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DIRECTOR, FBI (hh-38:8éiﬂ)'_ 59
.JAC, Riw 'XOQK (W4-1609) (BUC)

"JAMEQ LAﬁL RAY rke I

" DR, MARTIN LUTHLR ﬁlNG JR., -
- ViCTIM : i
CR - LUﬁbPIRACY~‘

UFAC - ROﬁﬂmRY

(00: ME)

#‘E Phoeﬂix letter dated 9/#/69

R Enelosed for Bureau are four copies of LHM.
Enelosed for Kansas City and Memphis are twc coples each
~ of LHM. Enclosed for Phoenix 1s one copy of LHN"for

information. | . |

: Nugerous efforts wers made by New Yor? ta
contact FETER GOLDMAN, Senler Editor, N@wsweek\ﬁag"zine,
Lik Maiison Avermis, Few York .City during the pericd
9/8/69 through 10/29/69 with uns uccedsful re@ult:.

é- BUREAT (kncl k)

l- Kansas City (Encl., 2)

2 ~ Memphis (44-1987)(Lnel. 2)
L - Phoentx (44-371)(Encl. 1)
'(3) New York (44-<1609)

OB :ces
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0-9 (Mev. 5-33-64) ‘

Date: 11-10-69

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

(Priority)

V/Tb: SAC, Kansas City (44-760)
From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

ReNYlet 11-5-69, one PXlet 9-4-69 and KClet 10-20-69,

If not already done, Kansas City interview John
Hamilton Morris and sulLHM within three days of receipt without
fail.

1 - Memphis (44-1987) (Info)

/{
|7
-

/740 - 133>

SEARCHED INDEXED .
SERIALIZED_.. ., /NFILED ...

\ NOV 121969
1

FBI — KANSAS CITY
A=

Sent Via
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11-13-68 —

CAIRTEL . ATRMAIL

rar z:«m:c?ea'.rm | (tm-ssssn L
FROM:  SAC, m&&s CITY (w-vsw CRUCY
SUBJECT: ’z«wxxm | - | B

| Reﬁuairtel to xansas City ;l~1ﬁ«59.;

Enuloawd far the los Angeles foica 2re .one capy
each of letter from Pheerix to the Director 8-8-89 with LIN
and xerox copy of letter from JOVN HAMILTON MORRIC; also
enclogsed for Los Angeles iz copy of Wew York letter to the

| bxrectcr 11-S~E¢ rtfltcting results of irterview with PETER
GOULDMAY, \ i , .

cn 11-~13-69, CAKL Fo. ARTLR, Administratﬁve .
Agsistant, U, &, Pﬂrl*ex;*ary Lsavwrworth, ¥ansas, aévxsed
that inmate JANLS HAMILTON EGRRIu, #83856, was releasac to

the custocdy of the USH on 85«11-69 to be produced in the
USDC, Los Angeles, California. MORRIS has not as yet returned
 to Leavenworth. Authorities at Leavenworth are unable to
anticipate his return. It ig therefore suggested that the
interview set forth in Phoenix communication for the Kanaas
City Division be handled by the Los Angeles Division. los
Angeles should Le able to~datermine vhereabants of MORRIS
| through the 385’5 cffice in that area. |

It is to be notté that the cupy of the handwritten
1etter frozm MORRIS to COLDMAN is lLarely veadable. If Loz \
Angeles decides a more legible copy is needed, it is suggested
they obtain one from the Phoenix 0ffice. Xansas City believes
that the individual mentioned in the letter as Big D, who

. was apparshendad in New Mexico two weeks sgo is possibly
- ROBERT DE PUGH, head of the Minutemen orgé&nigation, who is
also currently 1nearcerut¢d at Leavtnuo,,h Pcnituntiary |

2 - Bureau (N4-38861) é/‘/ 7490““/8‘79) 

| 2 ~ Hemphis (B4-1887)
Los Angeles (Enec. 5)
BB xansaa ity gynﬂyeo)‘
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KC §a§7sa_

~ FPor the infornation af the Lns Angeles Office, .
reairtel from the Director instructed Kansas City to inter-
view JOHN HAMILTON KORRIS'and submit LHK within thraa days

of receipt uitheut fail.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

DATE: 11/14/G9
S CIIA

SUBJECT: JALITES AR ..A,:Y, aka,

Tr, MAJLIV LULIDA JING, Jr, - VICYIL

Chi=Cougpiracy; UTAC-.obbery

oC Mo

sie Phoenix l to Dircctor,
Oon 5/26/62, and /4/63, Sr ::' cr Speccialist

CoLYDH Qo' WAL L.‘, Jul CCC miate Deoaicer Le oV k .“}
lansas, adviscd t?ac iumwate JO50I0 -\Mlu‘ O E: UQ*L#Q”“fT,
ves Suﬂnl out "¢ sincs C/11/88. ME. SUVARD advisce
cuat ae will notify Luc writer whenr HOXRRIS returns from ulS
court appearaace,

LI.ADS
KANSAS CITY
AT LEAVLNWORTH, KANSAS

Will interview JOHN HAMILTON MORRIS, 838356, in ﬂ
accordance with rcefererced letter upon his return from court,”’

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108-01
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SAC, 44-760 | o . 11/14/69

SA WALTER A. WITSCHARD

JAMES EARL RAY, aka,
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr, - ?IC’I‘IH
CR-Congpiracy; UFAC—Rabbery
00 ME A | |

Re Phoenix letter to Direetor, 9/4/69,

Oon 9/26/69, and 11/4/69, Sr. Officer Specialist
CLYDE STEWART, United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth,
Kansas, advised that inmate JOHN HAMILTON MORRIS, USEL#83856
was still out to ocourt since 9/11/69, Mr, STEWART advised

that he will notify the writer when MORRIS returns from his
sourt appearance,

LEADS
KANSAS CITY
AT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS

Will interview JOHN BHAMILTON MORRIS, 83856, in
accordance with referenced letter upon his return from ¢ourt,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

/Judge Orders More

Exerc1se and a Job

Nashville, Tenn. (AP)—A
federal judge ordered Tennes-
see state prison officials yes-
terday to provide more exer-
cise and a job to James Earl

- Ray, who says he prefers the
threat of death at the hands of
fellow inmates to remaining in

solitary eonfinement. = .
- Judge William E. Miller’s
- order could result in Ray’s be-

' For James

.|ver and janitor in the prison’s
|maximum security 'section.
\Rayis the admitted killer of
Dr. Martin Luther King,jr.
Orders Plan by Sfate
Miller ordered the state to
submit by January 12 a plan
incorporating “recreation,
work and exercise” for Ray,
: who had sought an injunctien
' against continued maximum
- security confinement. He con-

tended it was impairing his °

health and violating his rights.
- The state said Ray, who was
sentenced to 99 years in King’s
slaying, was being kept in the
6-by-9-foot cell here for his own
protection. :
“Enforced idleness can be
eruel punishment,” Judge

‘commg a part-time food ser- |

Earl Ray

it is only tfo protect him from
bodily harm.”

Miller described as con-
structive a suggestion by W. S.
Neil, warden, that Ray be al-
lowed to- help serve food to
other maximum security pris-

-oner$ . while. they were locked
up, and help janitors  with
cleanup. The judge reserved
final judgment, however; until
he received the written plan :

Expresses a Wish'

‘Ray was asked at the day-|

4long hearing whether hé
feared harm from other in-
mates, and replied, “I’d rath-
er face that then 99 years in
solitary.”

Miller said at the outset ho
would decide only if the con-
finement . violates Ray’s rights
under the eighth amendment

which_prohibits cruel and un:

usual punishment.
+

Miller said in handing down
‘ m&% “particularly when

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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~FD-3504Rev, 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Lad

JAMES RAY INTO COURT

Claim That Maximum Security Violates His Rights
Is Pressed by Man Serving 99 Years for
Martin King’s Slaying

A——— ——D

his _rights

and is damaging his
HEAVY GUARD ™
' j A Motion Rejected !

Ten Carloads of Federal
and Tennessee Offi-
cers Stand By

BULLETIN

Nashville, Tenn. (AP) —
James Earl Ray, seeking to
win a transfer from a maxi-
mum security cell at Tennes-
sec state pentitentiary, told a
_federal court today that if au-
thorties believe a conspiracyf

Judge William E. Miller of the
‘U. S. District court ruled that
'Ray should be present at the
lhearing, but denied a state mo-
‘tion that he bhe given a physical
examination first.

The state maintains Ray’s’
confinement is for his own good!
and that his health is fine.

Ray contended in a hand-writ-
ten petition that it is causing
him ‘“‘untold anxiety. apprehen-
sion and ill health” to the point
that he believes he “cannot cope:
with it further.”

was responsible for the slay-||
ing of Dr. Martin Luther||

+King, jr., ‘they should have ay
trial.”

‘Nashville, Tenn. (AP)—
James Earl Ray went into
federal court today to argue
that his confinement in the
maximum security section
of the Tennessee State pen-
itentiary here constitutes
cruel and inhuman treat-
ment.

Ray, serving 99 years for the
sniper slaying of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., was transfer-
red in a heavy rainstorm from
the prison to a cell in the feder-
al courthouse before dawn to-
day. He was guarded closely by
10 carloads of state and federal
officers.

Ray, appearing pale after 18

months behind bars here and in

Memphis, was shackled as he
was whisked into the court-

house. claims maximum
s Yy confinemen ates

Ray’s counsel also sought to
call the chief of Vandervilt hos-
pital’s psychology section, but
Miller reserved judgment on
that until today.

Seized In London ’

Ray has been under tight secu-
rity since his arrest in London
after King’s assassination in:
Memphis, April 4, 1968. He was
held in a special cell in the Shel-i
by County jail while awaiting|
trial and was brought to the
,prison March 11, the day after!
'he pleaded guilty. |
' Ray has remained in maxi-
mum security sin-e then excent,
for one trip to Memphis where
his bid for a new trjal en the ba-
sis that his guilty plea was
forced upon him was turned
down.

An appeal of that ruling was
turned down by the state Court
of Criminal Appeals. An apneal
to the state Supreme court is:
pémamE— |
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ARRIVING FOR A HEARING, James Earl Ray, con-
victed of the assassinctien of Dr. Martin Luther King, jr.,
Negro civil righ's leader, is escorted into the federal court
house in Nachville, Tenn., today seeking release from maxi-

“frumrS¥turity at Tennessee stdte prison—(Wirephotoyr—>
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B sm. mxs

| ‘;)sac mm cm <#¢»

. INFoRMATION CONCERNIIG cmw ro

_ ASSASSINATE. DR. MARTIN LUTHXR xm. .m.. o
. July, 1966, . | . ‘

‘ mm. xmmsppt , | | \ _ |
o Emlaud tor lowhu m 3 cqin o! an m-.aos A
on xm'm LEON YOUNT, and 1 c o! liuourt Departasnt of A

-~ Correctiens repert concerming Y ‘nformatien copies

along with 2 cepies eack of FD-303 m RAYMOMD LEON YOUNG, and

, lemewhotnmrimtnato!Cormummt R

* ' comncerning YOUNT, are being seat te Denver and antuc. vu L
m euu on YOURT and nu.ll!l u tho put ) R

e 1/36/‘70 RAYNOND ‘LEOM m, mi stutc -
mutentury #18900 was interviewed at the Missouri State .. - -
Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, After the interview
Warden HAROLD SVENWSON, Missouri Stats Nnﬂanunry. Jetferm
'~ City, was interviewed by Special Agénts ROWEN B, AYERS and
. KEITH ¥, NUNTER, at which tine he made ‘available a copy d
_Missouri Department of Corrections report of Divisiom of -
-cuuuxcatm and Assumnt mmm urm uou mmrr

EEE xt is mod that this repert atntu thst the act L
m an mcnnn medical history of beth psychiatric aml p ml R
~_problems. "This inmate has received numsrous psychiatric ‘

' _evaluations. . Be has been described as an ‘emotiorally umnﬁk

T A bave been set eut by the ﬁms c”’ m"“m‘ A

3 l-phu (Im 3
"1 Deaver (Encs. 3) (mu)

- 'parsenality of long standing'. He was ihxmd d “p-yéoputhio f]
) parnouuuty uth amm:l nutabiuty' o | Rt

- 'rno report also stam thlt the tabanet has umcd |
_' ,u the ‘Toited States Navy and was z’.m an administrative

.- dimcharge after pearing befere s memtue bdud and raeuune .

. dmmgs ause of mtuntl iuuuuty.; ST Lo

: - 'rh- ubc'.re is Inzng zmum fer Anferutin m
mlutm by yeur dtm. In view of the thm. e 1«4-

-k Seattle (Encs. 3) (mxa)
mcaty |
m/:u

(5) SRErA
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2/16/702 

AIR MAIL

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS
FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) C
INFORIIATION CONCERN ING CONSPIRACY TO
ASSASSINATE DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.,
July, 1966,
Oxford, uississippi
Re Kansas City letter to Memphis, 2/5/70

The following is a correction of the FD—802 of
SA KEITH M, HUNTER:

Page 6, Paragraph 4, Line 9, last thrae words,
"not be contacted" to "be contacted" ‘ ‘ :

1 lanphis

R

Kansas City ‘
JEO/jeo
2)
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 166, EDITION

5 GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8
UNITED STATES GOWPRNMENT .

Memorandun
DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) DATE: 8/19/70

SAC, PITTSBURGH (44-578) (C)

e

SUBJECT:  MURKIN

On 7/31/70, GEORGE BEN hDMO;DSON a former
Top Ten Fugitive, who 15.§F€Eently residing an- worklng
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, un- the sssumed name of
ALEX BORMANN, personally appeare4 at the Pittsburgh
Office at which time he furnished the following information:

EDMONDSON advised that he is presently resiAding with
his wife JINETTE an-d his young son at Brighton Terrace,
Apartment 403, 721 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15233,
after having recenfly move~ to Pltt%burgh from Montreal,
Canada, where he had been living and working since his
release from the Missouri State Prison (MSP), Jefferson
City, Missouri, on $5,000 bon- pending an appeal with the
Missouri Supreme Court on his arme-d robbery sentence,
EDMONDSON stated that since his release from MSP he has
been living an? working under the assumed name of ALEX BORMANN.
He stated he is employed as a project engineer by Rust
Associates, LtA., Montreal Canada, a Division of Litton
Industries and was recently transferred to Rust Engineering,
Pittsburgh, Pa., for a new work assignment. EDMONDSON stated
that officials of Rust Associates, LtA4., an? Rust Engineering,
Pittsburgh are cognizant of his present status and his backe-
ground as a former Top Ten Fugitive.

EDMONDSON advised that his purpose in contacting
FBI, Pittsburgh at this time was because he was greatly
41sturbe4 over some recent developments that have come to
his attention which could result in his identity being
exposed, thereby jeopariizing his employment and all that he
has accomplished since his release from prison.

- Bureau 1) - Kansas City (Info.)

2 « Pittsburgh - Memphis (Info,) |
1 - 88-5467 A (e

"l‘"'\

) - [y Ll i é
NG5 ms i QZZ’
/J SLaifil v

(6) V/

' fw— \ u/m uT
E— o

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regrlarly on the Payroll S/;;)vif;gs Plan
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PG 44-578

EDMONDSON stated that he recently learned that
a book entitled, "I Slew a Dreamer,'" written by WILLIAM
BRADFORD HUIE, published by Delacorte Press, New York
City, is being sold troughout the Uniter States and Cana-a.
He stateA that this book is a story about JAMES EARL RAY
and the events leading up to the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING.
He stated that upon reading this book, he determined that
his name and some of his aliases, including ALEX BORMANN,
are frequently mentioned in several chapters of the book
with regard to the author's suspicions that he, EDMONDSON
may have been involved with and influenced JAMES EARL RAY
in the plot to murder KING, while both he ant JAMES EARL
RAY were serving prison sentences together in the MSP,

EDMONDSON stated he is fearful that notoriety of
this book will lead to his subsequent exposure by some
news me-dia tracing him to Pittsburgh. He stated he has already
received one anonymous telephone call at his place of employ=
ment wherein the caller suggested he go to a bookstore anA
read, "I Slew a Dreamer'" which he would find very interesting.

EDMONDSON stated that he immediately notified his
attorney, JAMES A, DUNN, Carthage, Missouri, of the contents
of the book and mailed him a copy to read., He stated that he
has also brought this book to the attention of his superiors
at Rust Engineering, Pittsburgh, He stated that if he shoulA
be exposed he will consider filing a Adamage suit for slander
against the author an? publisher of the book, He stated that
insofar as the author's suspicions, that he was involveA
with JAMES EARL RAY in the murder of KING are concerned, they
are not true and FBI recor-s would substantiate him on this as he
was extensively interviewed along these lines by the FBI after
his apprehension as a Top Ten Fugitive,

EDMONDSON stated that he was merely bringing the
above mentioned Aevelopments to the attention of the FBI
for informational purposes., He stated he is awaiting
instructions from his attorney as to what action he shoulA
take with regard to his problems.,

The above information is being forward to the Bureau
for informational purposes only,

“2-
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

lTaTn=es Earl Ray

In Civil Appeal

Memphis (AP)—An attorney
for James Earl Ray, self-con-
fessed slayer of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King: jr., says a ruling in a
civil suit on Ray’s behalf proba-
bly will be appealed to the U. S.
Supreme court.

Ryan came after the U. S. Sixth
Circuit Court of Appeals dis-
missed Ray’s attempt to void
contracts between himself and
Percy Foreman of Houston and
hur Haynes, sr. of Birming;
am, lawyers and Wﬂhaq
radford Huie, a writer.

“Ray contended in his suit thay
the three men duped him into
signing a contract and that
they were more interested in
igetting him to enter a guilty
plea to King’s death in 1968 than
:they were in seeing that he had
| an adequate defense.

Ray had charged that an open
trial would have diminished roy-
|alt1es to Huie and the two law-
,yers from writings about the
'slaying, since fact§ would have
been placed on open record. The
guilty plea did not require a

full-scale trial. S——

The comments of Richard J.'

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state,)

Kansas City Star
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