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onT

Box-900,
Jefferson City, Missouri 65.1..

Inmate Attorney-At-Law,
Leslie Allen Achter-W-2LoL5.

Director Clance Kelley
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. 205lo.

Dear Director Kelley:
Sir What I am Writing You about I Want You to Send A F.B.I. Agant To #x*x*xx*xx
Interview Me in Person About James Earl Ray and I do Not Want to see a Agent

From this State I am Very Sure You Know What I am Talking about

Thank You

| A am Sincerely
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!/ Leslie Allen Achter~n~2qoq)
Inmate Attorney-At-Law.
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.Box-—9oo,
Jefferson City,

Inmate Attorney-At-Law,
Leslie Allen Achter-W-24L0oL5.

Director Clance Kelley
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. 205lo.

Dear Director Kelley: ,
Sir What I am Writing You about I Want You to Send A F.B.I. Agent To *#*x*xx*3
Interview Me in Person Aboubt James Earl Ray and I do Not Want to see a Agent

From this State I am Very Sure You Know What I am Talking about

Thank You

‘E‘am Sincerely
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" 09 (Bov. 2-14-74)

Transmit in

(Type in plaintext or code) (Precedence)

5/14/76

(Date)

To: SAC, Kansas City
From: Director, FBI

MURKIN

‘ Enclosed are two copies of a letter from inmate Leslie
Allen Achter. Obtain background on Achter from prison records and
unless information therein indicates to the contrary, interview him
for appropriate detdils and advise the Bureau promptly of results.
Sulhm within five days of receipt.
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(Do not type below this line.)
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5/14/76

To: ‘SAC, Kansas C ity

From: Director, FBI
Encldsed are two co’pieé of a letter from inmate Leslie
Allen Achter. Obtain background on Achter from prison records and
unless information therein indicates to the contrary, interview him

for appropriate detdils and advise the Bureau promptly ef results
Sulhm within five days of receipt o

Enclosures 2

. SZ%. 740 / 35=
SE;&L%?% EXE% — ))
MAY i o 1975 T

FBI— KANSAs CITY
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.

Kansas caty, Hissouri
: Hay za, 1976

| ASSASSINATIGN OF MARTIN LUTHER x:nc JR. |
| | . CIVIL RIGHTS ~

, . Leslie Allen Aehter, Hlssauri Dlvision of -
Corrections #24045, was interviewed at the Missouri State o
Penitentiary (MSP), Jefferson City,. Hissuuri, on May 20, 1976, -
in response to a letter he directed to FBI Director Clarence .
“M. Kelley at Washington, p.C., on.Hay 11, 1976.- Achter's
letter reads as follows: o B

'ﬂear Dlreetor Kelleyz

- ”Sir ¥hat I am wrlting You about I Want You:,“,*
to Send A F.B.I. Agent To #»saexe .
- Interview Me in Person About James Earl Ray and I do Not
Want to see a__ Agent From this State I am Very Sure
You Know What I am Talking about |

. "Thaak Vou

. : ”I am Bincerel L .
" "/s/ Leslie Allen Aehtar-'-ZhO#S
- Inmate Attorney-At-Lay‘

. Achter had previusly volunteered information about
- James Earl Ray in an interview with the FBI in: the matter
captioned "WARDEN DONALD W. WYRICK, Missouri State
Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri; LESLIE ALLEN ACHTER -
VICTIM; CIVIL RIGHTS", as reported in memorandum dated May 14,
1976, 1In that interview, Achter advised that he was basing
the information he offered on reading of reports in the
news'aedia on Ray s case, aad he had RO speciflc !nfornttion
to offer. e L , .

Searchsd ¥

4 - Bureau . S I | Ser ,Q(f,{ “’;:m J{I
- Memphis. , ) 'Wm”j /é — )

- Kansas City (44 760) _RUC; Filed - "’,/k_l

- ) | 44,7Qof'3§%‘~*
ocumeni con’m 1S r“¢ 'Mr rec o'nmendohons nor conclusions of the o

is the pic ot the i dgnd s loaned to your agency; lt cmd its.”
nt, aré not. to bc, un..nllbbned ouis:de your agency. S
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ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRL

A review of Achter's file at the MSP on May 20

revealed the following informationz’

1976

He has FBI #216 783 C and is a white male, born

y and he is currently serving a 29-year
sentence from Mississippil County, Missouri.
had committments to the MSP as follows:

Date Recelved

March 30, 1956

October 2, 1957

June 10, 1959

May 28, 1962

January 11, 1966

January 13, 1967

December 13, 1948

Charge

Burglary &
Larceny

Parcle Viola-
tion

Assault With
Intent to Kill

Returned from
Escape

Began sentence
for escape
charge

Parole Viola-
tion

Manslaughter

. Hay 14,

He previously

Release

June 21, 1957, paroled

May 22, 1958, discharged

1962, escaped

January 10, 1966,

discharged
June 28, 1966, paroled

June 1,‘1967, disoharged

September 10, 1971,

discharged

Achter was taken out of the MSP on a court order
to testify i{n U.S, District Court, Central Division,
Western District of Missouri, on April 29,
actions #75CV2-C and 76CV36-C, captioned, "LESLIE ALLEN ACHTER,
Plaintiff, vs. BILL ARMONTROUT, Associate Warden, MSP, et al,

Defendants"”,

1976, in civil

Lt. Golden of the MSP, reported on October 23, 1974
that Achter "is never satisfled unless he has something going
- on all the time...always agltating other inmates, and
generally trying to cause havoc."
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ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, IR,

- . There 1s also correspondence in his file involving
answers by the Division of Corrections of Missolfirtito -
Senator Thomas Eagleton of Missour! in response to inquiries
prompted by letters Senatar Eagleton reoeived from thter.

A Psychologlcal Evaluatlon dated June 2, 1975 in
Achter's file by James B. Gross, M,A., Cllnioal Psyohologistz
111, 1ncludes the following information:

‘ "sesAchter admitted that he spends a great
deal of time thinking about just how he would conduct the legal
defense of James Earl Ray: 'I don't belleve I would have any
sweat whatsoever, easiest case I have ever seen.' Asked
if this case might make him famous, inmate replled with
oeat feeling: ' _(obscene) ., yes, that would be THE publioity.
case of the world---that wouT— be a big step in history;
I've laid out a number of allegations, I've had the FBI here.'"

Gross notgd in his report that Achter claims to
be "legal-educated", but actually has had no formal legal
training whatsoever, and his evaluation wast "Impressions
Schizophrenia, paranoid type." ' '

On Interview on May 20, 1976, Achter stated that
he remains interested in the James Earl Ray case, and his
interest has been stirred by recent news articles about Ray.
He noted that Newsweek magazine had an article recently
indicating that Ray was a "dope pusher" in the MSP while an
‘inmate, and he asserted that he knew Ray and knew that he was
not a "dope pusher" and never had any money as indicated by
the article., He said he recalls Ray ran a few "parlay
tickets" on a "penny-ante" scale. He asserted that one
Joe Maloney, a newspaper reporter for a .newspaper in Kansas
City, Missourl, formerly an inmate in the MSP and editor of
the inmate newspaper, was never associated with Ray and had
no basis for any information he wrote in a recent article
he had published {n the newspaper on Ray. Achter volunteered
that it is his theory that Ray, as a oon, would never have
pulled the trigger on Martin Luther King and then left the rlfle
where it would be found and his radio, bearing his inmate
register number at the MSP, where it could be found, at the
scéne. He stated that he has no information as to what actually
‘happened and no information that anyone employed at the MSP
was involved in assisting Ray's escape at the MSP, He
offered that a former inmate at the MSP named Joe Hedgewood,
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ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, R,

who was an lnmate in 1967, later was hired by the MSP as
a guard, but is now back inside the MSP as a convict after
another conviction, and he thought it strange that he would

be hired as a guard. He theorized that maybe Hedgewood "had .

something on" the staff at the MSP, which led them to hire
him, but he had no information that Hedgewood was connected
with James Earl Ray or that Hedgewood had any 1nformatlon
about Ray's escape. | . :

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



:fu'zw';vs‘~

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (84-760) RUC

HURKIN

Re Bureau airtel to Kansas City,'5[1#176¢

. ~ Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are four coples
of an LHM, Also, enclosed for Hemphis are two coples of
an LHM, | : . T . ,

2 - Bureau {(Encs. &)

2 ~ Meaphis (Encs. 2)
= Kansas City

FHW:cd

(5)

¢

Searcheﬁ,;q e
 Seriptzed LY i
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HOO256 3383513

PF XC M:" SC su

3% Mo

P 9222467 DEC 76

FM DIRECCTOR (44-38861)

TO SACRAMINTO PRICRITY

MNSAS CITY PRICRITY

W.4PHIS PRIORITY

SALT LAKE CITY (44-233) PRIORITY

BT

3-EAR

- MRKIN
RESCTEL NOVEMBFR 24, LTS, A?D SALT LAKE CITY TELETYPES

DVIMBIR 25, LOTE, AND DECEMBER L, LS76. '
REFERENCYD SACRAMINTO TELETYPE ADVISED AS FOLLOWS:
“ALFRED WILLIAM MARTINGZ , 827 GREEKWOOD AVE,, SACRAMENTO,

CA, PHOHE 372-7782, NOW ON PROBATION, ADVISED TELEPHONICALLY

LL/23/75 THAT 1IN L56&-67 WY WAS IN SALT Lab: CITY COUNTY JAIL

WITH BILL SIMPONIS AGE NOW ABOYT 66 IF ALIVE, ON BURGLARY

CHARGE , CHARGE AGAINST SIMPONIS Pasglva ROBBERY, AND MARTINEZ

WROTE LETTERS TO JAMES EARL RAY IN tﬁEM?HIS, TENN. FOR SIMPONIS

£S5 SIMPONES ILL WITH TMPHYSEMA, s:&Pouxs TOLD MARTINEZ TO GO
0 MEMPHIS WHEN HE GOT OUT A%D CORTACT RAY T0 PULL OFF A BIG

\

S’L/v 7(90—/5fe,

SERIALIZE

/S | o B OFC 021976

FBl—KANSAS CITY /

SEARCHED_ /. NDEXE 1:’} ..........
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PAGE TWO (44~388¢1) CLZEAR |
JOB, MARTINEZ COULDH'T GFT CLOTHES ARD MONEY FOR TRAVEL

© HE NEVER WENT. MARTINEZ SAID OMLY SIMPONIS WOULD K0
F THERE WAS ANY COSWECTION WITH KING'S DEATH.
SALT LAKE CITY IDFNTIFY SIMPONIS AMD INTERVIZW RE ABOVE,™
SALT LAKE CITY DETERMINED FROM RECORDS OF SALT LAKE
OUNTY SHERIFF®S OFFICT THAT YILLIAM SIMPOKIS, FBI NyMBTR

©8404, DATT OF BIRTH AND ALFRED WILLIAM

VARTINNZ , FRI XUMBIR €396LG, DATE OF BIRTH |

FREVIOUSLY INMCARCTRATED AT SALT LAKE COUNTY JalL. BASED OF
A REVIEW OF THE RECORDS, IT APPEARS THE GRLY TINT SIMPONIS

AND MARTINFZ WiRE INCARCFRATED TOGETHER AT THE SALT Lake

| UNTY JAIL WAS FRONM CITHER JANUARY 23, L9GE TO WARCH 2, W68,
R FROM FEBRUARY L3, L& TO WARCH 2, LO6S. THE «JAIL MAIN-
TAINS MO RLCORDS OF PRISONER'S CORREISPONDENCE DURING THAT
ERIDD, |

 FBI IDENTIFICATION RECORDS REFLECT WILLIAM SIHPO IS

DIZD Of JULY L4, L3686 AT MEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONEZRS,
SPRINGFITLD, MISSOURI. BUFILES 26-35796 AND 26-367222,

SALT LAKS CITY FILZ 26-255LS REFLFCT SIMPONIS SUBJECT OF
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEM MOTOR VEHICLE CASES
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PAGE THREE (44-3B861> CLEAR
IN 1965 AND 1966, BUFILES CONTAINS MO INFORMATION IDENTIFI-

BLE WITH MARTINEZ, t
SACRAMERTO RZINTERVIEW %A??INF? Iy DEPTH CONCERNING

HIS ALL?.{G&TIGH.., AND BE.?&RMI&E‘IF HE I8 IDENTICAL WITH

MARTINEZ , DATE OF BIRTH ) , BOTING RECORDS OF
SALT LAXS COUNTY JAIL REFLECT THIa MARTINEZ WAS NOT

INCARCERATEDSTHTRE WITH szmpsﬁ;s I¥ L966-L967, DETERMINE
DNTENTS OF LETIERS HE ALLEG?&LY WROTE TO JAMES EARL RAY
FOR SINPONIS. DETERMINE 1F HE CLALMS THIS IS THE SaMT

| JAMES TARL RAY AS THE SUBJCT s& TRIS CASE gws, IF 50, HOW
| W BAKES THIS DETERMINATION, @mTrRMIHE If HZ RECALLS
SPTCIFIC ADDRESS T0 WHERE HE ALL&EF?LY SENT THE LETTERS,

- DETERMINE HOW AND WHERE MARTINEZ WOULD HAVE CONTACTED RAY

IF HE YAD BIEN ABLE TO OBTAIN CLOTHFS ANE ﬁ“ﬂ’é"’\’ FOR TR!&W‘Lo ,
arY rs“‘PT TC OBTAIN Aé‘eY IM?O‘?"’JAII{W FRCM Z’MRTI&EZ WHICH WGULB

{ORRCBORATT HIS ALLSGATIONS,
 KANSAS CITY AT ”PRI&CFIELD?hNISSOURI, REVIEW RECORDS

OF SIMPONIS AT MEDICAL CINTER Faﬂ FEDERAL PR ISONTRS xucLuaxﬁs

DETERMINING CAUSE OF KIS DfﬂTHa | |
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/aqc;E? FouR
#4591 (44-38861) CLEAR

_.\' .

YEMPHIS REVIEW INDICES AMD FILES GO&C?RNING ARY PRIGR
INFORMATION ON SIMPONIS AND mn&xnm Z. |
| ALL OFFICiS SUTEL SUMMARY RJsqus FBLLGWSBY LH%.
SALT LAKS CITY SUBMIT LM REPORTING INVFSTEGATIQ& GQﬂDBcTED

AT SALT LAK" COUNTY SHERIFF'S BFFLCE.
: 1
BT &

s
|
|
|
|
|
k
\

33805207 KC |
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KCO2@ 4 3396&272‘
}PP HQ ME

DE XC

P 040027Z DEC 76

KANSAS CITY (44-76@) P
BUREAU (44-38861) (PRIORITYV)
MEMPHIS (PRIORITY)
BT
CLE AR
MURKIN
RE BUTEL TO SACRAMENTO, DEC, 2, 1976,

ON DEC., 3, 1976, BILL WALINOW, FEDERAL RECORDS CENTER,

KANSAS CITY, MO., MADE AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW FILE PERTAINING
TO WILLIAM B, SIMPONIS, MEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS
MCFP)  P-827-H, | |
SIMPONIS WAS SENTENCED AUG. 12, 1966, DISTRICT OF UTAH,
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, FOR VIOLATION OF NATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE

TRANSPORTATION ACT, HE WAS CONVICTED UNDER SECTION 424§,

T. 18, USC, HAVING BEEN FOUND INCOMPETENT TO STAND TRIAL.

HE WAS COMMITTED MCFP AUG. 21, 1966 AND RELEASED JAN. 27, 1968 TO
" RETURN TO COURT AND AGAIN COMMITTED TO MCFP MAR. 2, 1968.

SIMPONIS DIED ATIIZ:IQ AM, JULY 14, 1968, CAUSE OF DEATH,

1)
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KC 44-760 PAGE TWO CLEAR

ACUTE RESPIRATORY ILLNESS,
FILEA DISCLOSED SIMPONIS INCARCERATED SALT LAXE CITY

COUNTY JAIL, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH FROM JULY 26, 1966 THROUGH

AUG. 19, 1966 AND AGAIN ON JAN, 29, 1968,
FILE DISCLOSED ON MAR, 2, 1968, SIMPONIS REQUESTED TO

CORRESPOND WITH ONE FREDDIE MARTINEZ, RT. 1, BOX 483, ORCHARD

PARX, CANON CITY, COLO,, AND ALSO ON MAR., 25, 1968 REQUESTED

TO CORRESPOND WITH ONE JIMMIE W. RAY, 492 CLARICE DR., MEMPHIS,

TENN. BOTH WERE APPROVED, HOWEVER, FILE CONTAINS NO CORRESPONDENCE.
ON APRIL 1, 1969, ONE JIMMIE W, RAY, P,0. BOX 6, OLIVE

BRANCH, MISSISSIPPI, MADE INQUIRY THROQGH MCFP RE WILLIAM B,

SIMPONIS, RAY WAS ADVISED APRIL 3, 1969 OF SIMPONIS DEATH,
MEMPHIS, AT MEMPHIS, TENN,, ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE IF JIMMIE

W. RAY, AS SET FORTH ABOVE, COULD BE IDENTICAL TO JAMES EARL RAY,
AIR MAIL COPIES FOR INFO FURNISHED SACRAMENTO AND SALT |

LAXE CITY,
LHM FOLLOWS,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



H0@56 3380513
PP KC ME SC SU
DE HQ
P 3222467 DEC 76
Fi4 DIRECTOR (44-38861)
TO SACRAMENTO PRIGRITY
KANSAS CITY PRIORITY
MEMPHIS PRIORITY
SALT LAKE CITY (44-253) PRIORITY

G-EAR /

MRKIN |
RESCTEL. NOVEMBER 24, L976, AND SALT LAKE CITY TELETYPES
NOVEMBER 29, LS76, AND DECEMBER L, L976, |

/

REFERENCED SACRAMENTO TELETYPE ADVISED AS FOLLOWS:
"ALFRED WILLIAM MARTINEZ, 887 GREENWOOD AVE., SACRAMENTO,

CA, PHONE 372-8783, NOW ON PROBATION, ADVISED TELEPHONICALLY
LL/28/76 THAT IN LS66-67 HZ WAS IN SALT LAKE CITY COUNTY JAIL
VITH BILL SIMPONIS AGE NOW ABOUT 66 IF ALIVE, ON BURGLARY
CHARGE p» CHARGE AGAINST SIMPONIS POSSIBLY ROBBERY, AND MARTINEZ
MROTE LETTERS Te JAMES EARL RAY IN MEMPHIS, TENN, FOR S IMPONIS
AS SIMPONIS ILL WITH EMPHYSEMA. SIMPONIS TOLD MARTINEZ TO GO

TO MEMPHIS WHEN HE GOT OUT AND CONTACT RAY TO PULL OFF A lIG
S i) 135

‘# \ SEARCHED.. NDE 0. T b
- ﬂb SERIALIZEOJ/#) o BHCED.......... FE

4 DEC 0 1976

LG bﬁ*wd P
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PAGE TWO (44-38861) CLEAR

JOB. MARTINEZ COULDN'T GET CLOTHES AND MONEY FOR TRAVEL

' HE NEVER WENT. MARTINEZ SAID ONLY SIMPONIS WOULD KNOW

F THERE WAS ANY CONNECTION WITH KING'S DEATH. |
SALT LAKE CITY IBENTIFY SIMPONIS AND INTERVIEW RE Asovs'.f"
'SALT LAKE CITY DETERMINED FROM RECORDS OF SALT LAKE

GUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE THAT WILLIAM SIMPONIS, FBI NUMBER ~- 7
©8424, DATE OF BIRTH | | AND ALFRED WILLIAW -1 7

~"’/« Him R

MARTINEZ , FBI NUMBER 8390LG, DATE OF BIRTH |

PREVIOUSLY INCARCERATED AT SALT LAKE COUNTY JAIL. ®ASED ON

A REVIEW OF THE RECORDS, IT APPEARS THE ONLY TIME SIMPONIS

AYD MARTINEZ WERE INCARCERATED TOGETHER AT THE SALT LAKE
@UNTY JAIL WAS FROM EITHER JANUARY 29, L968 TO MARCH 2, W68,
OR FROM FEBRUARY L3, L968 TO MARCH 2, Lsss. THE JAIL MAIN-
TAINS HO RECORDS OF PRISONER'S CORRESPONDENCE DURING THAT

FER 10D,
| FBI IDENTIFICATION RECORDS REFLECT WILLIAM SIMPONIS

DIED ©N JULY L4, L968 AT MEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS,
SPRINGFIFLD, MISSOURI. BUFILES 26-357986 AND 26-367222,

SALT LAKE CITY FILE 26-253LS REFLECT SIMPONIS SUBJECT OF
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN. MOTOR VEHICLE CASES

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE (44-38861) CLEAR N |
IN 1965 AND 1966, BUFILES CONTAINS NO INFORMATION IDENTIFI-
MBLE WITH MARTINEZ. | |

SACRAMENTO REINTERVIEW MARTINEZ IN DEPTH CONCERNING
uis ALLEGATIONS, AND BETERMINE IF HE IS IDENTICAL WITH

MARTINEZ , DATE OF BIRTH NOTING RECORDS OF
SALT LAKE COUNTY JAIL REFLECT THIS ma?rmsz. WAS NOT
INCARCERATEDSTHERE WITH SIMPONIS IN L966-LS67. BETERMINE
MNTENTS OF LETTERS HE ALLEGEDLY WROTE TO JAMES EARL RAY
FOR SIMPONIS, DETERMINE IF HE CLAIMS THIS IS THE SAME
JAMZS EARL RAY AS THE SUBJECT OF THIS CASE AND, IF SO, HOW
M MAKES TNIS DETERMINATION. DETERMINE IF HE RECALLS
_ SPECIFIC ADDRESS TO WHERE ME ALLEGEDLY SENT THE LETTERS,
DETERMINE HOW AND WHERE MARTINEZ WOULD HAVE CONTACTED RAY
IF HE HAD BEEN ABLE TO OBTAIN CLOTHES AND MONEY FOR TRAVEL.
ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION FROM MARTINEZ WHICH WOULD
MAROBORATE HIS ALLEGATIONS. |

KANSAS CITY AT SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI, REVIEW RECORBS
OF SIWPONIS AT MEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS INCLUBING
BETERMINING CAUSE OF HIS  DEATH.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



pAG-E FoUR
=3 19714 —(44-38861) CLEAR

MCMPHIS REVIEW INDICES AND FILES @@NCERNING ANY PRIOR

INFORMATION ON SIMPONIS AND MARTINEZ.
ALL OFFICES SUTEL SUMMARY RESULTS, FOLLOWSBY LHM,
SALT LAKE CITY SUBMIT LHM REPORTING INVESTIGATION CONBUCTED

AT SALT LAKE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE,
BT ,

3389526Z KC 1|
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) ‘ ‘

FBI

Date:  12/3/76

Transmit the following in - ;
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE PRIORITY

(Precedence)

FM: KANSAS CITY (44-760) P
TO: BUREAU (44-38861) (PRIORITY)
MEMPHIS (PRIORITY )
BT
CLEAR
MURKIN

RE BUTEL TO SACRAMENTO, DEC. 2, 1976.

ON DEC. 3, 1976, BILL WALINOW, FEDERAL RECORDS CENTER,
KANSAS CITY, MO., MADE AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW FILE PERTAINING
TO WILLIAM B. SIMPONIS, MEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS
(MCFP) #P-827-H.

SIMPONIS WAS SENTENCED AUG. 12, 1966, DISTRICT OF UTAH,
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, FOR VIOLATION OF NATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE
TRANSPORTATION ACT. HE WAS CONVICTED UNDER SECTION 4246,

T. 18, USC, HAVING BEEN FOUND INCOMPETENT TO STAND TRIAL.
HE WAS COMMITTED MCFP AUG. 21, 1966 AND RELEASED JAN. 27, 1968 TO
RETURN TO COURT AND AGAIN COMMITTED TO MCFP MAR. 2, 1968.

SIMPONIS DIED AT 12:10 AM, JULY 14, 1968. CAUSE OF DEATH,

\‘ " o ": (YR,
S zed /,'(-g o

1 - Sacramento (AM) bicosed N N
1 - Salt Lake City (AMj ZES

BJC:cd HE 00277 ¢~ 7¢0-/357

(3) %
Approved: s MJA Sent /)'7 E 2 3/[_7_ M  Per T[—F
Special A f

rge
GPO : 1975 O - 590-992
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) ‘

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

KC 44-760 PAGE TWO C L E AR
ACUTE RESPIRATORY ILLNESS.

FILE DISCLOSED SIMPONIS INCARCERATED SALT LAKE CITY
COUNTY JAIL, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH FROM JULY 26, 1966 THROUGH
AUG. 19, 1966 AND AGAIN ON JAN. 29, 1968.

FILE DISCLOSED ON MAR. 2, 1968, SIMPONIS REQUESTED TO
CORRESPOND WITH ONE FREDDIE MARTINEZ, RT. 1, BOX 403, ORCHARD
PARK, CANON CITY, COLO., AND ALSO ON MAR. 25, 1968 REQUESTED
TO CORRESPOND WITH ONE JIMMIE W. RAY, 492 CLARICE DR., MEMPHIS,
TENN. BOTH WERE APPROVED, HOWEVER, FILE CONTAINS NO CORRESPONDENCE.

ON APR. 1, 1969, ONE JIMMIE W. RAY, P.O. BOX 6, OLIVE
BRANCH, MISSISSIPPI, MADE INQUIRY THROUGH MCFP RE WILLIAM B.
SIMPONIS. RAY WAS ADVISED APR. 3, 1969 OF SIMPONIS' DEATH.

MEMPHIS, AT MEMPHIS, TENN., ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE IF JIMMIE
W. RAY, AS SET FORTH ABOVE, COULD BE IDENTICAL TO JAMES EARL RAY|.

AIR MAIL COPIES FOR INFO FURNISHED SACRAMENTO AND SALT
LAKE CITY.

LHM FOLLOWS.

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge ,
GPO : 1975 O - 590-992
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Kansas City, Missouri
December 3, 1976

WILLIAM B. SIMPONIS

| On Ducember 8, 1976. Bill Walinow. Fedaral |
Reeords Center, Kansas City, Missouri, made available
- for review file pertaining to William B. Simponis,
. Medieal Center for Federal Priaoncrs (HCFP), aprinsiiold.
'Vﬁinsouri #P-Bﬁ?—ﬂ. .

8imponis was senteneed August 12 1966, in

District of Utah, 8alt Lake City, Utah, !or violation ot

" the National Motor Vehicle Tranaportation Act. He was
convicted under Section 4246, Title 18, U.8. Code, having
been found incompetent to~stand:triul. He was committed
to the MCFP August 21, 1866, and released January 27, 1868,
to return to court and again committed to MCFP March 2, 1968,
Simponis died at 12:10 a.m., July 14, 1968 ~cause of death
acute respiratory illness.

| - Pilo diaclosed 81mpania wAS 1ncarcerated at
Salt Lnke County Jail, Salt Lake City, Utah, July 26, 1966~
Aucnst 19. 1966, and aggin on January 29, 1968.;_: o T

| The file further disclosed on Hareh a, 1968, LT
o Sisponin requested to correspond with one Freddie Martineg, -
Route 1, Box 408, Orchard Park, Canon City, Colorado, and
also on March 25, 1968, requested to eorrospond with one
Jimmie W. Ray, 483 Clarice Drive, Memphis, Tennessee.
Both were approved, howovor, tho ftle eon‘aincd no;
eorrospondcnce.v :

On April 1, 1969. one Jimnio . Ray. P. 0. Box 6,
Olive Branch, Mississippi, made inguiry through MCFP re
William B. Simponis. Ray was advised on April 38, 1668, of
Simponis' death, = . . o 3

Scarched =
4 Bureau S timns S
2 Memphis s e
Kansas City (44-760) g T g
BJC:jrt j

(7))  p - R o A i - | |
7¢‘ SR - E N A At L ARSI N LA ST o mﬁ@ F' \-d.‘l I:}
‘ D e UNMERATT O . RN P L ey BT ];( y
‘ i et . I - 2 CLOO 2 R Y o I o .
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) - - 12/6/76

SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) RUC
MURKIN

Re Bureau teletype to Sacramento 12/2/76; Ka
City teletype to Bureau 12/3/78.

Enclosed for Bureau are 4 copies and-for Memphis
2 copies self-explanatory LHM re WILLIAH.B_’,

2 Bureau (Enc. 4)

Memphis (Enc. 2)
éKansas City
JC:jrt
(5)
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SCOTIS 34422457

PG DN KG LU LA BT 8y
BE SC

P #S22357 DEC T

M SACRATENTO (185-427) (P)

10 DIRTCTOR (44-3%8€1) PRIORITY
DEKVER PRIGRITY

KANSAS CITY ROUTINE

LAS VEGAS PRIORITY

LOS ANGELES FRIORITY

M MPRIS  PRIORITY

SALT LAKT CITY ¢44=-253) ROUTINX

LT AR
R KIN
R: BHT'L, DEC. 2, 1976,
ok DG, 7, 1975; ALFRED wlLL!Aw‘maanmrz 847 GRIENWOOD ST.,
WwoST SACRANENTO, 7ALIF., PHONE 372- ﬂ?Bﬁ, WAS INTHRVIEWED IN DEPTH

AT 1491 LiTH AVE., SACRAMENTO, CALIF}, WHERE HE WAS WORKING THAT

DATZ,
MARTINKZ ADVISED HZ WAS IK SALT |LASE COUNTY JAIL FOR TWO ARD
|

~-

.""-/‘ t‘/' ._.f:\"

SEARCHEY FiDEXZ). ‘
SERIALIZZD €43 FiLEn. €y

DEC 031976

Fol—KANSAS CiTY

5
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PAGE TWO  SC 180-427  CLEAR
ONS-HALF TO THREE VONTHS IN WHAT HE BELIEVES WAS LAST PART OF
I566 OR EARLY 1967. | I |

MARTINEZ ADVISED DURING THIS INCARCERATION ME BECAME
FRIENDLY wITH WILLIAM SIMPONIS, Hs,a$vzsau SIMPONIS WAS ILL WITH
EMPHYSEWA, aND AT SIMPONIS® REQUEST MARTINSZ WROTE SIVERAL LETTERS
PR HIM, HE ADVISED HE WROTE AP?RGXI@ATSLY THREE LETTERS  WEFK
DURING THE ENTIRZ PERIOD HE WAS IMCAR%&RA?EQ; To AN INDIVIDDAL
DENTIFIZD AS JAMES RAY AND EARL RAY ﬁv STWPONIS. HE ADVISED HE
MILED THESS LETTIRS 70 MEMPRIS, TENNESSED, BUT MY COULD NOT
RIMIWBER THP ADDRESS., MARTINEZ ADVISED HT HAD KiIPT A SHOE BOX
FULL OF LETTZRS HE RECSIVID #RON RAY AMD SOWE ITEMS WHICH BELOMGED
T0 SIMPONIS. MARTINEZ ADVISED Tuo askngsz LETTERS WFRE
ODRESSED TO HIN 210 THI REST TO SIMPOFIS. HF ABVISED HE LOST
THESE ITENMS FOUR OR FIVE YZARS AGO AWD HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO
LOCATE THEM, “

MARTINEZ ADVISED THT CONTENTS OF THE LETTERS USUALLY
@NSISTED OF INFG ABOUT WHEM SLMPORIS WAS GOING TO GET OUT OF
\mARTIMEZ CANKOT THINK OF

!
‘

JAIL AND HOW THEY WOULD GET TOGETMER.
ANY OTHER TOPICS ABOUT WHICH HE WROTE. |
(WROTE. |

MARTINEZ WAS TOLD BY SIMPORIS THAT |HE SHOULD CONTACT RAY
| THAT | !

|

|
|
4
|
!
)

i
|
(:
y

i
I
J
b
1
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PAGE THR:Z ~  SC 183427 cEar
WHIN WE GOT OUT OF JAIL AND "THAT THEY HAD A JOB GOING ONj THEY
WOULD NEED SONE HELP O® ITs raér I COULD MAKE QUITE A BIT OF
MONEY 04 IT AND I WOULEﬁ'T nnvﬂ TO WORRY ABOUT WORE AMY MORE,"

SIMPORIS #TVER IDENTIFIED AWY ﬁxczxms oF sucw A PLAK, HE ADVISED
SIMPONIS HATED BLACK PEOPLE vzay-musx BUT HE REVER MENTIORED
WRTIN LUTHER KING, JR., OR ARY OTHER BLACHS SPECIFICALLY THAT -
W COULD REMEWBER., 0

MARTINEZ ADVISED WHEN HE GOT OUT OF JAIL SINPONIS GAVE I

THRET LETTERS WRITTEN BY SIHPONIS TO BY MAILED TO RAY. MARTINSZ
DVISED NZ DID MOT READ COMTINTS OF THESE LYTTERS BUT HE DID SEAD
THEW, MARTINEZ ADVISED HE WAS TO MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH SINMPONIS,
WHO WOULD ADVISE KI# TO GO TO MINPHIS AT A SPECIFIZD TINE, AND
THAT SINPOKIS YOULD HAVE mngzﬁ{A PICTURE OF MARTINEZ TO RAY ¥OR
PURFOST OF ID:NTIFICATION. WHEN THIS OCCURRED, RAY WAS TO MEET
WART [B2Z AT MEMPRIS AIRFORT ON A DESIGNATED DATE. NARTINGZ
sDVISED HE NIVER CORTACTED sxvpcﬁrs AFTER HE GOT OUT OF JAIL IN
SALT LAKE CITY AND WAS ARRESTED Faa BURGLARY 1IN CANYON CITY,
(CCLORADO, AND SENT TO COLORADO “TATE PRISON FROM MAY 28, 1967,
UNTIL THE LAST OF 19§7. ;

MARTINSZ FURTHTR ADVISED HE WROTEZ LETTERS FOR SIMPOAIS TO

4
{
|
4

|
|
i
3
|

if
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PAGZ FOUR  SC §@@=427 CLEA |
CTHSR IMDIVIDUALS. WE IDENTIFIED THESE INDIVIDYALS AS JEA&&ET?E
SCOTT, GIRL FRIZND OF SINPONIS, ?z%msan HOTZL, 342 FIFTH STREET,
LKO, MEVASA (MARTINEZ SZEMED TO apcoLLch SCOTT WAS PART OWNER
oF THIS MOTSL AND WAS SUPPOSED TO ygu? LARGE COLLFCTION OF GUNS) 3
LILLIAR SCHURTER. 1274 WEST srﬁgsrk POSSIBLY SLKO, NEVADA, PHOME
TE5-72263 KALIOPE SOLIATES, 1026 WEST 20TH, POSSIBLY ELKO, HEVADA,
PHONE TE3-36173 AND NICK szmpawxs,fegaﬁawa, CALIF., PHONE 434-8747
@ROTHER OF WILLIAM SIWPONIS, STREET ADDRESS MOT KNOWN),

MARTINEZ 1S MEXICAV MALE, 5°S", 150 LBS,, BLACK HAIR, BROWN
£YES, BORY CANYCN GITY, COLGRADG, FBI 80, B398LG,
SSAN | \DDRESS 287 GREENWOOD STREZT, WEST SACRAMENTO,

FREVIDUS ADDR:SSES 3427 48TH STREET, sacRAwruraa 1694 ILLINOIS
AVENUZ, CANYOM CITY, chOPAao; ¢54waﬁruv ON PROBATION FOR DRUNK -
DRIVING CHARGES. |

WARTINEZ ADVISZD NE DOES BOT |KNOW IF INDIVIDYAL REFERRED TO
a5 JAMES OR IARL RAY IS IDENTICAL TO JAMES EARL RAY CONVICTED IN

L4

ARDER OF MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.
DENVER AT CANYON CITY REVIEV COLORADC STATE FPISO*) R*CORDS
FOR MARTINEZ FOR POSSIBLE LEAD PUFAPGSF’S RtLM‘I&G T0 SIMPONIS OR RaY,

LAS VEGAS AT ELKO Ar?amrrro“iecgzg scn?r. SCHURTER AND

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FIVI 8T 16942 SLEAR
DLIATES TO INTERVIZW FOR ANY INFO (PERTINENT TO THZIR COMNEGTION,
R COVEICTION OF WILLIAM sxmnoyxs, {ITH JAMES EARL RAY OR

CAPTIONIZD HMATTER.,
LOS ANGQELVS AT GARDENA &TI“F?? TQ CONTACT AME INTERVIEW NICK

FYR A M

SIFPONTS Ro THE ABOVE CONNECTIONS Mwn CAPTIONED NATTER.

- LHM FGLLOWS,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MEO0372 34517452

PP HO DN %C LV LA SC SU
DE ME
P 181745Z DSC 76
FM MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)
TO DIRECTOR (44-38361) PRIORITY
DENVZIR PRIORITY
KANSAS CITY PRIORITY
LAS VLGAS PRIORITY
LOS ANGELES PRIORITY
SACRAMZNTO (189-427) PRIORITY
SALT LAKE CITY (12@-11666) PRIORITY
BT
LEAR
MURKIN,
RE SACRAMENTO TELETYPE, DECEMBER 9, 1976,
ALL OFFICES DISCONTINUS INVESTIGATION REQUES{@&’IN
REFERENCED TELETYPE. | :
BURTAU SHOULD NOTE THAT ALFRSD WILLIAM MARTINEZ INDICATED

HE WAS IN SALT LAKE COUNTY JAIL FOR 68 TO 98 DAYS DURING LATE

:‘"7/'1760 -/35L7

7,

SFMNHLU LIS ey
SERIALIZED .f'/.. hLE] {848

NEC 1 (11976

~FBl—KANSAS CiTY A

Lok
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PAGE TWO (ME 44-1987)
1966 OR EARLY 1967. SALT LAKE JAIL RECORDS DO NOT CORROBORATE

THIS; MOWZIViR, IT SHOULD BE NOTED JAMES EARL RAY WAS IN THE
MISSOURI STATE PRISON FROM MARCH 17, lSG@,hUNTIL HIS ESCAPE

APRIL 23, 1967. ANY MAIL ADDRESSED TO JAMES TARL RAY DURING
THIS PERIOD WOULD HAVE GONE TO THE MISSOURI STATE PRISON,

SALT LAKE COUNTY JAIL RECORDS INDICATE THAT MARTINEZ
AVD WILLIAM SIMPONIS WERE INCARCERATED TOGETHER AT THE MOST
fROM JANUARY 29, 1968, TO MARCH 2, 1968. PREVIOUS INVESTIGATION
HAS ALRZADY DISCLOSED THAT JAMES EARL RAY ON JANUARY 29, 1968,
WAS RESIDING IN LOS ANGELES AND APPFARS TO HAVE REMAINTD
THERZ UNTIL AT LEAST MARCH 17, 1968, SO°IT IS OBVIOUS ANY MAIL
DDRZSSFD TO JAMES EARL RAY DURING THIS PERIOD WOULD NOT HAVF
BEEN SENT TO MEMPHIS, TENN. | -

MZMPHIS CONCLUDZS THAT JAMES EARL RAY AND JIMMIE W, RAY,
AN ACQUAINTANCE OF WILLIAM SIMPONIS, HAVE NO CONNECTION AND
THAT FURTHER INQUIRY BASED ON INFO FURNISHED BY MARTINEZ WOULD
BE OF NO VALUE, | |
BT

34518127 KC|
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MECD#2 34517457
PP Mg DM #C LV La 5C SU
M

DY

P 1817452 DTS 78§
R MEMPHIS (44-198T) (P) . \
T0 DIRZCTOR (44-38861) PRIORITY |
DENVER PRIORITY | ’

¥SAS CITY PRIORITY - o
LAS VIGAS PRIORITY | l
LO5 ANGELLS PRIORITY

" SACRAMENTC €182-427) PRIORITY
LT LAKE CITY ¢129-11666) PRIORITY
- |
LEAR

IR
!

MRKIN, | ‘ S

RE SACRAMENTO TELETYPS, DECEMBER 9, 1976.

ALL OFFICES DISCONTINUE INVFSTIGATION REQUESTED 1IN | v
REFERENCED TELETYPS. / _ | |

BURSAU SHOULD NOTE THAT ALFRED WILLIAN WARTINEZ INDICATED
M WAS I8 SALT LAKE COUNTY JAIL FOR €2 TO 52 DAYS DURING LATE

Y ko —y3e,

| SEARCHED. . INDEXED. . &7D
; SEmAuzeo_.m_.ﬂLE:%(...LEZ'LZ;_.ZIIZI

- DEC 1 01976

FBI—KANSAS CITY

]
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PAGE TWG (ME 44-1987) |
1966 OR EARLY 1967, SALT LAKS JAIL RECORDS DO HOT CORROBORATE

THISs HOWEViIR, IT SHOULD BF NOTED JAMES EARL RAY WAS IN THE
MISSOURI STATE PRISON FROM MARCH ﬁv; 1967, UNTIL HIS TSCAPE
SPRIL 23, 1987. &NY MAIL Aﬁaﬁzssén TO JAMIS EARL RAY DURING
THIS PERIOD WOULD HAVE GONE TO TH# MISSOURT STATE PRISON.
SALT LaK: COUNTY dﬁILRSCGﬁDé INDICATE THAT MARTINEZ
MD WILLIAM SIMPONIS WERZ IVCARCERATED TOGETHER AT THE mOST
RO JAMUARY 23, 1968, TG MARCH-2, 1968, PREVIOUS INVESTIGATION
HAS ALR.ADY DISCLOSID THAT JAMES ﬁQRL RAY OF JANUARY 29, 1968,
WAS RESIDING IN LOS ANGILES AND Apéﬁans TO MAVE REMAINED |
THERE UBTIL AT LEAST MARCH 17, xasé, SC IT 1S OBVIOUS ANY MAIL
MIRESSTD T6 JAMES ZARL RAY Buaxﬁa}rals'yaﬁxea WOULD NOT HAVF
BEEN SENT TG MEMPHIS, TENN.,
MIMPHIS CONCLUDES THAT JAMES éARL»RAY AND JINMMIE W, RAY,
A ACTUAIRTANCE OF QILLIAM.SIMPO%I#, HAVE NO CONNECTION AND
THAT FURTHER INQUIRY BASED O# INFO FURNISHED BY MARTINEZ WOULD

BE OF %O ValLyc,

34518122 KC1
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SCO719 34422457

PP HG DN KC LV LA ME SU

DE SC

P 892235Z DEC 76

FM SACRAMENTO (188-427) (P)

T0 DIRECTOR (44-38861) PRIORITY

DENVER PRIORITY
KANSAS CITY ROUTINE

LAS VEGAS PRIORITY
LOS ANGELES PRIORITY
MEMPHIS PRICRITY
SALT LAKE CITY (44-253) ROUTINE
BT
LEAR
MURKIN
RE BUTFL, DEC. 2, 1976.
ON DEC. 7, 1976, ALFRED WILLIAM MARTINEZ, 887 GREENWOOD ST.,
WEST SACRAMENTO, CALIF., PHONE 372-2788, WAS INTERVIEWED IN DEPTH
AT 1481 1ITH AVE., SACRAMENTO, CALIF., WHERE HE WAS WORKING THAT
DATE. “

MARTINEZ ADVISED HE W‘AS IN SALT LAKE COUNTY JAIL FOR TWO AND

oA R Rt
ﬁﬁﬁ: e i?wm I
SERIALIZED | FILED. o R

£C 091976

Fisl—KANSAS CITY y o

yo
‘!‘/1 v,

PO XS LY AN
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PAGE TWO SC 100-427 CLEAR.

ONE-HALF TO THREE MONTHS IN WHAT HE BELIEVES WAS LAST PART OF

1966 OR EARLY 1967.

MARTINEZ ADVISED DURING THIS INCARCERATION HE BECAME
FRIENDLY WITH WILLIAM SIMPONIS. HE ADVISED SIMPONIS WAS ILL WITH
EWPHYSEMA, AND AT SIMPONIS' REQUEST MARTINEZ WROTE SEVERAL LETTERS
RR HIM. HE ADVISED HE WROTE APPROXIMATELY THREE LETTERS A WEEK
DURING THE ENTIRE PERIOD HE WAS INCARCERATED, TO AN INDIVIDUAL
DENTIFIED AS JAMES RAY AND EARL RAY BY SIMPONIS. HE ADVISED HE
WILED THESE LETTERS TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, BUT HE COULD NOT
REMEMBER THE ADDRESS. MARTINEZ ADVISED HT HAD KEPT A SHOE BOX
FULL OF LETTERS HE RECEIVED FROM RAY AND SOME ITEMS WHICH BELONGED
T0 SIMPONIS. MARTINEZ ADVISED TWO OF THESE LETTERS WERE
MDRESSED TO HIM AND THE REST TO SIMPONIS. HE ADVISED HE LOST
THESE ITEMS FOUR OR FIVE YEARS AGO AND HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO
LOCATE THEM, |

MARTINEZ ADVISED THE CONTENTS OF THE LETTERS USUALLY
ONSISTED OF INFO ABOUT WHEN SIMPONIS WAS GOING TO GET OyT OF
JAIL AND HOW THEY WOULD GET TOGETHER. MARTINEZ CANNOT THINK OF
ANY OTHER TOPICS ABOUT WHICH HE WROTE.

MARTINEZ WAS TOLD BY SIMPONIS THAT HE SHOULD CONTACT RAY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




PAGE THREE SC 120-427 CLEAR

WHEN ‘HE GOT OUT OF JAIL AND "THAT THEY HAD A JOB GOING ON; THEY

WOULD NEED SOME HELP ON IT3 THAT I COULD MAKE QUITE A BIT OF
MONEY ON IT AND I WOULDN'T HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT WORK ANY MORE,"”
SIMPONIS NEVTR IDENTIFIED ANY VICTIMS OF SUCH A PLAN. HE ADVISED
SIMPONIS HATED BLACK PEOPLE VERY MUCH BUT HE NEVER MENTIONED
WRTIN LUTHER KING, JR., OR ANY OTHER BLACKS SPECIFICALLY THAT
M COULD RZMEMBER. |

MARTINEZ ADVISED WHEN HE GOT OUT OF JAIL SIMPONIS GAVE HIM
THREZ LZTTERS WRITTEN BY SIMPONIS TO BE MAILED TO RAY. MARTINEZ
MVISED HT DID NOT READ CONTENTS OF THESE LETTERS BUT HE DID SEND
THEM, MARTINEZ ADVISED HZ WAS TO MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH SIMPONIS,
WHO WOULD ADVISE HIM TO GO TO MEMPHIS AT A SPECIFIED TIME, AND
THAT SIMPONIS WOULD HAVE MAILED A PICTURE OF MARTINEZ TO RAY FOR
PURPOSE OF IDENTIFICATION, WHEN THIS OCCURRED, RAY WAS TO MEET
MART INEZ AT MEMPHIS AIRPORT ON A DESIGNATED DATE. MARTINEZ
ADVISED HE NEVER CONTACTED SIMPONIS AFTER HE GOT OUT OF JAIL IN
SALT LAKE CITY AND WAS ARRESTED FOR BURGLARY IN CANYON CITY,
MLORADO, AND SENT TO COLORADO STATE PRISON FROM MAY 28, 1967,
UNTIL THE LAST OF 1967,

MARTINEZ FURTHFR ADVISED HE WROTE LETTERS FOR SIMPONIS TO

S
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PAGE FOUR  SC 108-427 CLEAR .

OTHER INDIVIDUALS. HE IDENTIFIED THESE INDIVIDUALS AS JEANNETTE
SCOTT, GIRL FRIEND OF SIMPONIS, PIONEER HOTZL, 342 FIFTH STREET,
ELKO, NEVADA C(MARTINEZ SEEMED TO RECOLLECT SCOTT WAS. PART OVNER

OF THIS HOTSL AND WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE LARGE COLLECTION OF GUNS) 3
LILLIAN SCHURTER, 1274 WEST STREET, POSSIBLY ELKO, NEVADA, PHONE
TE3-7226 3 KALIOPE SOLIATES, 1826 WEST 20TH, POSSIBLY ELKO, NEVADA,

PHONE TE3-36173 AND NICK SIMPONIS, GARDENA, CALIF., PHONE 434-8747

BROTHER OF WILLIAM SIMPONIS, STREET ADDRESS NOT KNOWN),
MARTINEZ IS MEXICAN MALE, 5°9", 150 LBS., BLACK HAIR, BROWN

EYES, BORN CANYON CITY, COLORADO, FBI NO. 8390LG,

SSAN | ADDRESS 887 GREENWOOD STREET, WEST SACRAMENTO,

FREVIOUS ADDR:SSES 3427 48TH STREET, SACRAMENTO; 1651 ILLINOIS
AVENUE, CANYON CITY, COLORADO; CURRENTLY ON PROBATION FOR DRUNK
DRIVING CHARGES. |
MARTINEZ ADVISED HE DOES NOT KNOW IF INDIVIDUAL REFERRED TO

AS JAMES OR ZARL RAY IS IDENTICAL TO JAMES EARL RAY CONVICTED IN

MIRDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. | |
DENVER AT CANYON CITY REVIEW COLORADO STATE PRISON RECORDS

FOR MARTINEZ FOR POSSIBLE LEAD PURPOSES RELATING TO SIMPONIS OR RAY.
LAS VEGAS AT ELKO ATTEMPT TO LOCATE SCOTT, SCHURTER AND -
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PAGE FIVE SC 100-427 CLEAR
DLIATES TO INTERVIEW FOR ANY INFO PERTINENT TO THEIR CONNECTION,

OR CONNECTION OF WILLIAM SIMPONIS, WITH JAMES EARL RAY OR

' CAPTIONED MATTER. |
LOS ANGELES AT GARDENA ATTEMPT TO CONTACT AND INTERVIEW NICK

SIMPONIS RE THE ABOVE CONNECTIONS AND CAPTIONED MATTER.

LHM FOLLOWS.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Sacramento, California
File No.

December 15, 1976

MURKIN

On December 2, 1976, Alfred William Martinez, 807
Green Wood Street, West Sacramento, California, telephone
-372-0780, telephonically contacted the Sacramento FRI
office and furnished information which he considered might
be pertinent to the investigation of the murder of Martin

Luther King, Jr.

On December 7, 1976, Martinez was interviewed
at 1401 11th Avenue, Sacramento, California, where he was
employed on that date. Results of that interview are set
forth:

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency. LYY -7 — /5 2

i L, _l‘ N
R 7Y 2 A TR R o7 L N
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70) 9 , i )

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

12/9/76

Date of transcription

.

-

ALFRED WILLIAM MARTINEZ, 807 Green Wood Street,
West Sacramento, California, telephone 372-0780, was inter-
viewed at 1401 11th Avenue, Sacramento, California. MARTINEZ
was working at this location for the Delk-Terminex Company,
an insect extermination business.

MARTINEZ advised he was in the Salt Lake County
Jail, Salt Lake City, Utah, for two and a half %to three
- months. He advised that he was in this jail sometime
during the latter part of 1966 or early 1967.

MARTINEZ advised that during this incarceration
he became friendly with an individual named WILLIAM SIMPONIS.
He advised that SIMPONIS would be about 60 years old. He
believes that SIMPONIS was iIn jail on a robbery charge.

- SIMPONIS was 111 with emphysema; and had been sent to Salt

Lake County Jail to be tried on a charge. SIMPONIS came
to Salt Lake County Jail from the Federal Prison Facillity
at Springfield, Missourl.

At SIMPONIS' request, MARTINEZ wrote several
letters for him. MARTINEZ advised that he wrote approximately
three letters a week during the period he was incarcerated
to an individual identifled both as JAMES RAY and EARL RAY
by SIMPONIS. MARTINEZ advised he mailed these letters to
Memphis, Tennessee, but that he could not remember the address.
MARTINEZ advised that he bought the stamps and envelopes
for these letters and also such things as candy bars for
SIMPONIS. MARTINEZ estimates that he spent approximately
$30.00 on these items for SIMPONIS.

MARTINEZ advised that he had kept a shoe box full
of letters that he had received from RAY and some personal
items which belonged to SIMPONIS. MARTINEZ advised two of
these letters were addressed to him and the rest to SIMPONIS.
He advised he lost these items four or five years ago and has
not been able to locate them.

Interviewed on : File #

by

12/7/76 Sacramento, California SC 100-427

.SA BOYD R. L. KEENAN/cw 12/10/76

Date dictated

2

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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SC 100-427

L]

-

MARTINEZ advised that the contents of the letters
he wrote usually consisted of information about when SIMPONIS
was going to get out of jail, and how the two of them would
get together. MARTINEZ cannot think of any other topics
about which he wrote.

MARTINEZ was told by SIMPONIS that he should contact

RAY when he got out of jail and that, "They had a job golng

on; they would need some help on it; that I could make quite
-a bit of money on it and I wouldn't have to worry about

work anymore.'" SIMPONIS never identified any other individuals
involved in these plans, either perpetrators or victims.

He advised SIMPONIS hated black people very much, but he never
specifically mentioned MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. or any other
blacks that he could remember.

MARTINEZ advised that when he got out of jail,

- SIMPONIS gave him three letters written by SIMPONIS to be
mailed to RAY. MARTINEZ advised that these were sealed,
and that he did not read the contents, but that he did
send them. MARTINEZ advised he was to maintain contact
with SIHMPONIS, who would advise him to go to Memphis at
a specific time, and that SIMPONIS would have mailed a
plicture of MARTINEZ to RAY for purposes of identification.
When this occurred, RAY was to meet MARTINEZ at the Memphis
Alrport on a designated date. MARTINEZ advised he never
contacted SIMPONIS after he got out of jail in Salt Lake
City. MARTINEZ advised that a short time after his release
from Salt Lake County Jail, he was arrested for burglary in
Canyon City, Colorado, and sent to the Colorado State
Prison from May 28, 1967, until the latter part of 1967.

MARTINEZ further advised he wrote letters for
SIMPONIS to other individuals. He identified these
individuals as follows:

JEANETTE SCOTT, Girlfriend of SIMPONIS
Pioneer Hotel

342 5th Street

Elko, Nevada

(MARTINEZ seemed to recollect SCOTT was part
owner of this hotel and was supposed to have a large
collection of guns);
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SC 100-427

LILLIAN SCHURTER

1274 West Street
Possibly Elko, Nevada
Telephone: TE3-7226;

KALIOPE SOLIATES

1026 West 20th
Possibly Elko, Nevada
Telephone: TE3-3617;

2
NICK SIMPONIS
Gardena, California
Telephone: 434-8747

(Brother of WILLIAM SIMPONIS, street address
unknown) .

MARTINEZ advised that he does not know if the
individual referred to as JAMES RAY or EARL RAY is identical
to JAMES EARL RAY convicted in the murder of MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR.

The following is a description of ALFRED WILLIAM
MARTINEZ as obtained through observation and interview:

Race Mexican
Sex Male
Height 519"
Weight 150
Hair Black
Eyes Brown
Date of birth | '
Place of birth Canyon City, Colorado
FBI. 83901G
SSAN
Address 807 Green Wood Street
West Sacramento, California
Previous address 3427 LOth Street
Sacramento, California
1651 Illinois Avenue
Canyon City, Colorado
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SC 100-427

Mother ROSE MARTINEZ
1651 Illinois Avenue
Canyon City, Colorado
Employment Delk-Terminex Company
Arden and Fulton Avenue
Sacramento, California

MARTINEZ is currently on probation for drunk
driving. .
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FD-36 ‘Rev. 2-14-74)

Transmit the following in

12/16/76

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

{Precedence)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SACRAMENTO (100-427) (RUC)

SUBJECT: MURKIN b///

Re Sacramento teletype dated 12/9/76.

Enclosed for the Bureau are four conies of
an LHM regarding contacts of the Sacramento FBI office

with one ALFRED WILLIAM MARTINEZ, DOB

Enclosed for other offices is one copy of this

LHM.

This matter is being considered RUC as no further

ieads exist in Sacramento Division.

Bureau (Enc. 4)
Denver (Enc. 1)
Kansas City (Enc. 1)&’//
Las Vegas (Enc. 1)
Los Angeles (Enc. 1)
- Memphis (Enc. 1)
- Salt Lake City (Enc. 1)
1 - Sacramento
BRLK/cw
(15)

1
I
J
i

VY- 260133
ot _A]j_F‘ILw J —_@*f .
DEC20 1976

FE— AT ZA0

Approved:

-

M Per

Special Agent in Charge
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~ 'ROUTINE

~ FM KANSAS CITY (175—64) S ER
| 'To DIRECTOR (62-117290) ROUTINE
BT ol |
| “k”ATTN GENBRAL INVESTIGATIVE DIV., CIVIL RIGETS SECT., SR
) ”CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT o & 1' )
ra’THOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE o ASSASSINATIONS e
REBUTEL TO ALL SAC’S 1/5/77 .
e REVIEW KANSAS CITY FILES om KENNEDY ASSASSINATION
»2* ;,REFLECTS FOLLOWING FILES: L o ,:'
| 1. (A) KC 62-8156. (B) THE ASSAS&INATION OF PRESIDENT
~ JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 11/22/63, MISCELLANEOUS INFOBMATION . :
‘_CONCERNING (C) THIS PILE OPENED 11/22/63 BY. BUTEL TO ALL
|  'sAc's 11/22/63 CAPTIONED AS ABGVE - LAST COMMUNICATION -
. EANSAS CITY TELETYPE TO BUREAU 11/5/76 SETTING FORTH INFOR- :
.;MATION DEVELOPED BY SA JAMES p. HOSTY JR FROM "WASHINGTON
f posT" NEwspApER REPORTER ON 11/4/76 FILE CONTAINS 185
.:SERIALS CONSISTING MOSTLY OF ALL OFFICE COMMUNICATIONS FROM

i BUREAU OR DALLAS ANB BK‘.H'IKG FORTH OTHER MISCELLANEOUS é O /3 M
-

1 175-64 1 105-1736 EE S /7/
44-760 . 1'62-8166 . T
1 100-12138 1 44-497
JPH:jrt. = -

‘W)
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PAGE TWO KC 175-64 ROUTINE e N
| INFORMATION. NO TAPED OR ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE LOGS -
 AND/OR TRANSCRIPTS. FIVE 1-A EXHIBITS INCLUDING NEwspApEE;”'
CLIPPINGS, ANGNYMOUS LETTERS AND PHOTOS OF MISCELLANEOUS :
.INDIVIDUALS" NO SUB FILES IN THIS MATTER. THIS FILE HAS
'EEEN STRIPPED AND CONSOLIDATED. ALL SERIALS ACCOUNTED an
| (A) KC 105~1736. (B) CAPTIONED "LEE HARVEY OSWALD
AKA. IS—R—CU"' (C) FILE OPENED 12/1/63 ON BUREAU TELETYPE .5
. TO ALL OFFICES 11/30/63 CAPTIONED AS AEOVE.; FILE pEINCIPALLY]_‘”'
consxsrs OF LEADS SET OUT BY DALLAS REQUESTiNG LOCATION AND

INTERVIEW OF ACQUAINTANCES OF OSWALD AND INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE}

~ IN MEXICO CITY, MEX. DURING PERTINENT PERIOD - FILE sETs B
. FORTH NEGATIVE INVESTIGATION WICHITA, KS. T0 IDENTIFY SALES |
MEETING AT TOWNHOUSE IN CONNECTION WITH INFORMATION DEVELOPEDV
"IN WINNIPEG, CANADA 'FEB, 1964. LAST INVESTIGATION WAS INTER— ~
E,vwa 10/9/64 OF FORMER CLERK-STENO OF WARREN. coumxsslon N
CONNECTION WITH INVESTIGATION LEAKS FROM WARREN couuxssxon.jfl' |
. NO TAPED OR ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS
NO BULKY EXHIBITS. 1-A EXHIBIT REFLECTS pnomos OF LEE HARYEY
;OSWALD 11/23/63 ANb 'PHOTO OF- JOHN HOWARD BOWEN AND ALBERT
: EOSBORNE 'WHO POSSIBLY TRAVELED oN. BUS T0- MEXICO cxwy WITH
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| DAGE THRER KC 175 64 ROUTINE S TR
- OSWALD, 1~ A ENVELOPES REFLECT FIVE u.s.  POSTAL MONEY
'.ORDERS FURNISHED BY OSWALD PRIOR 0 ASSASSINATION PAYABLE ”f',“

- TO U S. STATE DEPARTMENT AND U S TREASURY FURNISHED TO

U\KANSAS CITY OFFICE 12/3/63 RETURNED TQ CONTRIBUTOR U S
:fPOST OFFICE MONEY ORDER SECTION 1/21/64¢_ FILE CONSISTS OF

‘3 VOLUMES CONTAINING 04 SERIALS WHICH HAS NOT BEBN STRIPPED 73;;52}%

’OR CONSOLIDATLD ALL SERIALS ACCOUNTED FOR

(A) MARINA M. OSWALD IS R (SOBIR) CAREFUL SEARcayfjfﬁf'

_ OF KANSAS CITY FILES AND INDICES FAILS TO REFLECT FILE OR
U;REFERENCE UNDER NAME MARINA N.. OSWALD ‘A: L
4. () KC 44-497. (B) JACK L._RUBY AKA; LEE HARVEY

ﬁ']§ OSWALD AKA _.VICTIM c (c) FILE OPENED 11/25/63 BY

BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALL OFFICES 11/25/63 CAPTIONED AS ABOVE

T—‘FILE CONTAINED NO TAPED OR ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE LOGS OR

TTRANSCRIPTS NO BULKY EJHIBITS 1-K CONTAINED TWO. PHOTOS
ONE STAND UP, ONE FRQNT AND PROFILE OF JACK L. RUBY TAKEN
11/24/63. FILE CONTAINS MOSTLY COMMUNICATIONS FROM DALLAS
OR BUREAU SETTING FORTH LEADS TO INTERVIEW INDIVIDUALS

'ACQUAINTED WITH RUBY AS WELL AS OTHER BUREAU COMMUNICATIONS ‘..Tj
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