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TO ALE OFFICES CONCERNING THIS MATTER. PIER CONTAINS RESULTS 

OF INVESTIGATION OF KANSAS CITY AREA. LASTCOWUNICATION 

KANSAS CITY AIRTEL TO BUREAU 10/10/64 SETTING FORTH RESULTS 

OF INTERVIEW ON10/9/64 OF FARMER CLERK-STENO ASSIGNED TO 

WARREN COMMISSION CONCERNING POSSIBLE LEAKS OF NEWS MEDIA . ■

FROM COMMISSION STAFF. THIS FILE HAS BEEN STRIPPED AND 

CONSOLIDATED ANDCONSISTS OF 138 SERIALS. REVIEW OF THIS 

FILE REFLECTS SKIP IN SERIALIZATION FOR SERIALS 54, 55, 56 

AND 57. A CHARGED-OUT HAS BERN PLACED IN THIS FILE SIGNED 

BY C, WISE (CATHERINE WISE, FORMER ASSISTANT CHIEF CLERK, 

WOW DECEASED), BLOCK STAMPED4/9/64, INITIALED BY HENRY < 

FITZGIBBONS, FORMER SAC, KANSAS CITY, NOW RETIRED. ALL , 

OTHER PERTINENT SERIALS ARE ACCOUNTED FOR.

5, PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION ON ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 

KENNEDY (WARREN COMMISSION). CAREFUL CHECKOF KANSAS CITY 

FILES AND INDICES FAILS TO REFLECT PILE OR REFERENCE TO < 

ABOVE CAPTIONED COMMISSION, KANSAS CITY INDICES FAIL TO 

REFLECT ANY ADDITIONAL REFERENCES PERTAINING TO ASSASSINATION 

OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY. FILE REVIEW AND INDICES SEARCH IN 

PRESIDENT KENNEDY ASSASSINATION MATTER CONDUCTED BY
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PAGE FIVE KC 175-64 ROUTINE 7 A . /A;

SA JAMES P. HOSTY, JR. ' '

REVIEW OF FILES IN MARTINLUTHER KING, JR. ASSASSINATION 

(MURKIN) REVEALED ONLY DESTRUCTION WAS MADE ON 3/14/74 OF 

TWO BULKY EXHIBITS > (1) A "VIBRO-GRAVER", MODEL B-73, IN 

USE IN THE INMATE CANTEEN, MISSOURI STATE PRISON/ AT THE 

TIME OF JAMES EARL RAY'S ESCAPE. THIS ENGRAVER WAS USED AT 

THE PRISON TO ENGRAVE RAY'S PRISON NUMBER ON THE TRANSISTER 

RADIO CASE HE BOUGHT THE DAY BEFORE HIS ESCAPE AND WAS A 

FOUND IN MEMPHIS AT THE SITE OF THE ASSASSINATION OF KENNEDY.

- (2) "CHANNEL MASTER" TRANSISTER RADIO CASE BEARING 

SA!H>LE ENGRAVED BY THIS TOOL. ALL OTHER MATERIAL ' IN THE 

FILE HAS BEEN RETAINED. REVIEW’ OF FILES RELATING TO MARTIN 

LUTHER KING HANDLED BY SA RAYMOND B, HOWE. A T

bt ■ ■ ' < . ' ' ■ A . ■ A .' ■ . AA ' ‘ A. ■ ’ "A7
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SL 88-10663
ICS/lsn

JAMES EARL R?\Y 
UFAP - MURDER 
SL 88-10663

On 6/15/77 SL 3495-C provided the following 
inforiration to SA IVIAM C. SMITH:

He stated that he was in Missouri Stat
Penitentiary in Jefferson City, Missouri, shortly after 
JAMES EARL RAY had escaped. Tn the time following the 
escape, source stated he became close to a LOBBY ASH, 
a Kansas City safe burglar, who was serving time for 
robbing a card game. ASH had been the cellmate of PAY 
prior to RAY’s escape.

Source stated that ASH told him rr.er arc cun
of RAY's escape became public, that RAY had not actually 
gone out in a bread truck as reported.

He stated that RAY was working in
when his shift quit at 4:30, RAY had hid in the lower part 
of the kitchen. At this same time, the guard in that area 
would be pulled off, leaving, according to source, a "blind 
spot" in the wall, and RAY who had a hook and rope simply 
went over the 12 foot wall from the area of the loading 
dock.

Source stated that ASH told him that a "dummy"
had been put in RAY’s cell and ASH had carried on a 
conversation with (the dummy.

He also advised that he thought there had likely
been a delay in missing RAY as normally it would take two 
to three hours to come up with a head count that was 
valid as prisoners! deliberately caused errors to "get at 
the man". Source advised that guards would not be alarmed 
if the count was not correct the first time or so.

Source stated that prison officials did not
actually know how pAY escaped and had been told of the 
bread truck ruse by an uninformed or lying prisoner er had. 
theorized the incident without proof.
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S'L 88-10663
ICS/lsn

Source further advised that ASH told him that 
"the Feds” had interviewed him regarding FAY but that 
ASH told him bo told them nothing. Later when RAY was 
accused of the MARTIN LUTHER KING killing source stated 
ASH told him he did not think RAY had. done it as RAY was 
not especially prejudiced and not a "fanatic".

Source stated he did not know RAY but did know 
RAY’s brother, JACK RAY, who source described as being a 
"sharp thief".
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SL 88-10663
ICS/lsn

JAMES EARL RAY 
LEAP - MUREER 
s^ j?j^ij)j>63

On 6/15/77 SL 3495-C provided the following 
information to SA IVIAN C. SMITH:

He stated that he was in Missouri State 
Penitentiary in Jefferson City, Missouri, shortly after 
JAME'S EARL RAY had escaped. In the time following the 
escape, source stated he became close to a BOBBY ASH, 
a Kansas City safe burglar, who was serving time for 
robbing a card game. ASH had been the cellmate of RAY 
prior to RAY’s escape.

Source stated that ASH told him, after accounts 
of RAY’s escape became public, that RAY had not actually
gone out in a bread truck as reported.

He stated that RAY was working in the kitchen and
when his shift quit at 4:30, RAY had hid in the lower part
of the kitchen. At this same time, the guard in that area 
would be pulled off, leaving, according to source, a "blind 
spot" in the wall, and RAY who had a hook and rope simply 
went over the 12 foct wall from the area of the loading 
dock.

Source stated that ASH told him that a "dummy" 
had been put in RAY’s cell and ASH had carried on a 
conversation with the dummy.

He also advised that he thought there had likely 
been a delay in missing RAY as normally it would take two 
to three hours to come up ’with a head count that was 
valid as prisoners deliberately caused errors to "got at 
the man". Source advised that guards would not be alarmed 
if the count was not correct the first time or so.

‘ Source stated thrtt prison officials did not 
actually know how RAY escaped and had been told of the 
bread truck ruse by an uninformed or lying prisoner or had 
theorized the incident without proof.

• SEARCHED... 'J IWEXE^..-^ 
SERIALIZED^^tx FiLEr^rctt.....
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SL 88-10663
ICS/lsn

Source further- advised that ASH told him that 
"the Feds" had interviewed him regarding RAY but that 
ASH told him he told them nothing. Later when RAY was 
accused of the MARTIN LUTHER KING killing source stated 
ASH told him he did not think RAY had done it as RAY was 
not especially prejudiced and not a ’’fanatic".

Source stated he did not know RAY but did know 
RAY's brother, JACK RAY, who source described as being a 
"sharp thief".
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SAC, KNOXVILLE (88-7225) 7/6/77

SAC, ST. LOUIS (88-10663) (RUC)

JAMES EARL RAY, aka, 
ET AL 
CONSPIRACY TO VIOLATE 
UFAC - ESCAPE
OO:KX

Re Knoxville tel to Bureau, ET AL, 6/14/77.

Enclosed for Knoxville and Kansas City are two
copies each of an investigative insert with information 
from SL 3495-C, for whatever value it may be.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS; ESCAPE RISK; NARCOTICS

2 - Knoxville (Encs. 2) 
^- Kansas City (Encs. 2)

1-St. Louis 
CAS:edr

StRtAU2E

fbi-kansas Ct

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SAC, KNOXVILLE (88-7225) 7/6/77

SAC, ST. LOUIS (88-10665) (RUC)

JAMES EARL RAY, aka, 
ET AL 
CONSPIRACY TO VIOLATE 
UFAC - ESCAPE 
OO:KX

Re Knoxville tel to Bureau, ET AL, 6/14/77.

Enclosed for Knoxville and Kansas City are two 
copies each of an investigative insert with information 
from St 3495-C, for whatever value it may be.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS; ESCAPE RISK; NARCOTICS

2 - Knoxville (Encs. 2) 
(1J- Kansas City (Encs. 2)

( 1 - 88-NEW)
( 1 - 44-760)

1 - St. Louis
CAS:edr

(5) -^L 91977



DATE:

REPLY TO 
ATTN OF:

SUBJECT:

TO:

TO? SAC kc T¥^ ^i^o)
FROM: SA TH^MAN T. MAYNARD

SUBJECT MUR KIN

^IITED STATES GOVERNMENT

memorandum
8-25-77

SCOTT KRAFT, Associated Press, 421-4844, KCMO, called 
this office advising (^At a Negro female, about 50, giving 
the name of MABEL MAJOR t 2843 Wabash, and telling him that 
she was from New York and here to make her own personal / 
investigation into the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING. __ > ---■ 
KRAFT indicated that the City Directory listed a MABEL SNEED 
at the above a ddress as manager of the apartments, fie ' 
a sked if any investigation might be conducted concerning her 
inquiry.

Onc8/26/77 another male calling in regard to KRAFT’s call 
and from AP , inquired if any investigation was being conducted 
to which he was told that this matter was being referred to the 
supervisor that handles those types of cases.

2 - KC 
TTM

77^ 7 777 7
SEARCHED . . . . . . . . INDEXED_ _ _ _ _
SERIALIZE} . BLED_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
(REV. 7-76)
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 
5010-112
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DATE:

REPLY TO 
ATTN OF:

United states government

memorandum
8-25-77

SUBJECT:
FROM: SA THURMAN T. MAYNARD

SUBJECT: MURKIN

SCOTT KRAFT, Associated Press, 421-4844, KCMO, called 
this office advising that a Negro female, about 50, giving 
the name of MABEL MAJOR, 2843 Wabash, and telling him that 
she was from New York and here to make her own personal 
investigation into the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
KRAFT indicated that the City Directory listed a MABEL SNEED 
at the above a ddress as manager of the apartments. He 
a sked if any investigation might be conducted concerning her 
inquiry.

One8/26/77 another male calling in regard to KRAFT’s call 
and from AP , inquired if any investigation was being conducted 
to which he was told that this matter was being referred to the 
supervisor that handles those types of cases.

2 - KC 
TTM

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
(REV. 7-76)
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 
5010-112
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NK 44-2104

Newark file regarding "MURKIN" has been destroyed

Any further investigation in this matter is 
being left to the discretion of the office of origin in 
the respective cases.

Newark conducting no further investigation 
in this matter.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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AFTER 5 DAYS RETURN TO

PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE 
BURLINGTON COUNTY 

MOUNT HOLLY, NJ. 08060

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Post Office Box # 332

Tre nton, New Jersey 08603

Attn: Agt. Buffalo



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 1O 
JULY 1973 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC, KANSAS CITY date: 8-29-77

subject:

SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775)(RUC)

JAMES EARL RAY 
’’MURKIN”
CIVIL RIGHTS

Re Newark letter to Bureau, 8-25-77.

Enclosed for Kansas City Division is one copy 
of above referenced communication, including enclosure.

Copy being furnished to Kansas City inasmuch
as BRADLEY referred to 
time in Missouri State

in BARNES* letter claimed he spent 
Prison.

1

- Kansas City (Encl.
1 - Bureau (INFO)
1 - Alexandria (INFO)
1 - Memphis (INFO)
1 - Knoxville (INFO)
3 --Newark (1 - 44-2104)(INFO) 

(1 - 87-29367) 
(1 - 88-12106)

1 - St. Louis
LFC:klb 
10

‘-akCHED____ —INDEXES

5010-110

AUG 3 i 1977
FBl-KANSAS city

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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Airtel

8/9/79

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) RUC

MURKIM ’

On 8/8/79 Warden IRL E, DAY, BSP, Leavenworth, 
Kannas (USPL), forwarded a letter to the FBI at Leavenworth, 
Kansas, which he received 3/7/73* The letter is as follows:

' - ; "Aug. 1, 1978

“Warden,
Federal Penitentiary
Leavenworth, Ks.

"Sir:

“For what it may bo worth - Ja^aa Earl Raye 
escaped from Mo. State Pen at Jefferson CiTv In 
1967.

“Informant - J. T. Hull, Sheriff^ Office/Horgan 
County, Mo.) Versailles, Mo., 1967.

“Witness - Policeman named Sonny.

2 Bureau
2 Butte 
^Kansas City 
WAW:jrt '

“Signed
/x/ Roy G* Kulp
Gen. Del.
Lewiston, Idaho 83501

M^o-pi/

&»rctaM
Se^zed7 
indexed _ 
^sd J7>
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OPTIONAL FORM No. 1O
JULY 1973 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) (P) DATE: 8/21/78

from : sc GUY e. JOHNSTON

subject: MURKIN

At 9:30 am, 8/21/78, the office was telephonically 
contacted by SA BURL F. JOHNSON, Memphis FBI Office and he 
related the following:

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, also known as BILL WILSON, 
white male, date of birth place of birth Mississippi,
5’11” tall, brown eyes, brown hair, FBI #879A21E, surrendered 
to local authorities, Gulfport, Mississippi, 8/18/78. WILSON 
stated he killed MARTIN LUTHER KING, 4/19/68, in Memphis, 
Tennessee. WILSON wanted on local warrants New Brandfield, 
Texas, and presently en route New Brandfield.

WILSON allegedly owned two airplanes which he 
used to follow KING: (1) a Bonanza, he allegedly purchased 
on 1968 from (First Name Unknown) FISHER, who operates an 
airport on the Kansas side of the main highway between Kansas 
City and Olathe, Kansas.

WILSON alleged he was in Air Force Reserves, Richards 
Gebaur Air Force Base, 1968, as a Civilian Employee and resided 
at 13125 Herrick Avenue, Grandview, Missouri, with wife BETTY 
LOU, maiden name HOOTEN, daughter DEBRA ANN and two sons 
STEVEN and MARK ANTHONY. One of WILSON’s relatives advised 
that WILSON was a Flight Engineer aboard a C124 rather than 
a Civilian Employee.

Information also developed .WILSON owned or operated 
a jewerly store in 1968, located in Katz Drug Center, Grandview 
or Belton, Missouri. Jewerly store later moved when Katz 
sold out and now possibly known as Wilburs Jewelers, Belton, 
Missouri.

WILSON alleged he was paid $50,000 to kill KING.
SA JOHNSON advised the Director has given this matter priority, 
and all leads to be handled immediately. JOHNSON advised Kansas

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll

SEARCHED... /z/INDEXED^ 
SERIALIZED^Z.FI LED...Z

AUG?. 1197
FBI—KANSAS CITY
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KC 44-760

LEAD

KANSAS CITY

AT KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

1. Attempt to verify WILSON’s residence in 1968
Grandview, Missouri, and employment at Richards Gebaur 
Air Force Base and jewelry store.

2. Attempt to locate and interview (FNU) FISHER
re his knowledge of WILSON.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
JULY 1973 ^EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) (P) DATE: 8/21/78

from : SC GUY E. JOHNSTON

subject: MURK IN

At 9:30 am, 8/21/78, the office was telephonically 
contacted by SA BURL F. JOHNSON, Memphis FBI Office and he 
related the following:

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, also known as BILL WILSON, 
white male, date of birth place of birth Mississippi,
5’11” tall, brown eyes, brown hair, FBI #879421E, surrendered 
to local authorities, Gulfport, Mississippi, 8/18/78. WI^SOn5^ 
stated he killed MARTIN LUTHER KING, AZ12/68, in Memphis, \ 4^^ 
Tennessee. WILSON wanted on local warrarTts- New Brandfield\ 
Texas, and presently en route New Brandfield. ^—-^

WILSON allegedly owned two airplanes which he 
used to follow KING: (1) a Bonanza, he allegedly purchased 
on 1968 from (First Name Unknown) FISHER, who operates an 
airport on the Kansas side of the main highway between Kansas 
City and Olathe, Kansas.

WILSON alleged he was in Air Force Reserves, Richards 
Gebaur Air Force Base, 1968, as a Civilian Employee and resided 
at 13125 Herrick Avenue, Grandview, Missouri, with wife BETTY 
LOU, maiden name HOOTEN, daughter DEBRA ANN and two sons 
STEVEN and MARK ANTHONY. One of WILSON’s relatives advised 
that WILSON was a Flight Engineer aboard a C124 rather than 
a Civilian Employee.

Information also developed .WILSON owned or operated 
a jewerly store in 1968, located in Katz Drug Center, Grandview 
or Belton, Missouri. Jewerly store later moved when Katz 
sold out and now possibly known as Wilburs Jewelers, Belton, 
Missouri.

WILSON alleged he was paid $50,000 to kill KING.
SA JOHNSON advised the Director has given this matter priority 
and all leads to be handled immediately. JOHNSON advised Kansas 
City will receive teletype as soon as possible.

GEJ:jmm

5010-1 10

A UGH 11978
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Si vings_Q&aNKWS^
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KC 44-760

LEAD

KANSAS CITY

AT KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

1. Attempt to verify WILSON’s residence in 1968
Grandview, Missouri, and employment at Richards Gebaur 
Air Force Base and jewelry store.

2. Attempt to locate and interview (FNU) FISHER
re his knowledge of WILSON.
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Min DID ^OT ”Fr ’^11 SOA! AG* TO ^yc^pT th p Qyr pCTE^ ^n MT MT th 19 70 

ipH* H aRpROYT^aT^LY TUO MONTHS AGO. FIL^OM CA^E TO o^am cpptmot^ 

MISSISSIPPI, rpfw !, a^aY^ttp^ Louisiana, ABOUT Bt0 months aco and 

LIVED V* THE T^™ ’’I MEE ^OTEL EM HIGHWAY 97, OCEAN c^p^S, 

MISSISSIPPI, ON JULY S3, 1977, UTLSOM moved V’TO A HOH^E ovm^D py 

ny?TM^ LOCATED NEXT coop TO EOPTNaLF torrent pfftdtmep.

at apt>p oytmaTEL Y 4:15 nM EM AUGUST 1% 1977, ”11.701’ A EYED 

rypT'’A TO CO^F TUTO WILSON’S HOUSr, THAT HE HAO EO^FT HI PF V^y 

IMPOST A NT TO TELL H™. WILSON TOLD FORTHA, ”T ^ILLED THAT PLaCv 

sqm-of-a-BITCH. ” fortHA ASKED wtlSON WHO HE HAS TaLeING ABOUT, 

A ED ’’USD” PERLITE '^pttH LnTWFP vl’T # ' FORTH* STATED THAT pr Tdp 

WILSON HF DTD MOT PH T^VE HIT, MD ^tl^oh satd " t ay T^LLTw you 

^yr TRUTH. I ACTUALLY BILLED HIU* I’VE 3FEH LIVING WITH IT FOP 

TEN YEMS, AHO T CAN’T TAKE IT AHYaDPE." YILSOM TOLD FOtT^a THAT 

MARTIN LUTHEP KING WAS °TSPONSIBLE FOR WILCON’T FATHFn* s death. 

UILSON DID HOT “LaPOPATF further qm TH it. WILSON TOLD PPPTMA- 

That THIS FILLIP ’LAS "thpiMEEPED" PY LOH pRUT (PHOmptiO. ^ORTHa 

STATED THAT HE FOOL’S LOH C™ HE a'^ THAT LOH 0^77 orm^D qp STILL oTtM^ 

LOH CR’!Z JEV’FLRY, 15^5 mat'1 ETpftt, GPaNDVIE1’, mictoppt. ’rTL70M 

TOLD TQRp’A THAT Hr DROVp TO THE STATE L™E AlRPOpT I'1 yautao tttv.
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