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Continued Peacefully And Quietly Downtown

(Mercury staff photos.)
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Tributes To
King At KSU
All-Faith Chapel at Kansas 

State University was nearly full 
for memorial services this af­
ternoon for the late Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.

Students and adults, people of 
all faiths and color, came to 
hear the local tribute to the 
assassinated Negro civil rights 
leader. Notable were the num - 
bers of foreign students who 
were among the audience.

The services were opened by 
Dr. William C. Tremmel, direc­
tor of religious activities at 
Kansas State University, who 
summed up his feelings about 
Doctor King by saying:

“He was my man. When he 
died, I wept.”

Marilyn Bailey, a K-State stu­
dent, gave the “I Have A 
Dream” section of Doctor King’s 
famous address at the Lincoln 
Memorial.

Others taking part in the me­
morial service were Dr. John 
Lott Brown, with comments on 
behalf of Kansas State Univer­
sity; the Rev. Bruce Woods, who 
led in litany for racial unity; 
thX Rev. Don Gaymon, who re^d  theVcripture; and the Re/l. 
E dison, who gave ^e me - 
monai prayer

Memorial Mah^
A inarch in memory of the 

late Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., is scheduled for Saturday 
morning, according to the 
Rev. Jesse Baker, Jr.
The march, open to anyone 

who wishes to participate, will 
assemble at the northeast ball 
diamond in City Park.
Itwill proceed south on 11th 

to Poyntz, then east on Poyntz 
to Juliette and turn south to 
Yuma. It will then go west to 
Ninth and Yuma to the Pil • 
grim Baptist Church where a 
memorial service will be con­
ducted.
Another announced memorial 

service will be held at 5 p^m. 
Sunday at Seven Dolors Rom­
an Catholic Church, with 
Msgr. William H. Merchant 
conducting it.
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J^uiet March Ma^s
Dr. King Memorial

Unlike many other cities of hope that the death of the Ne-
the nation that were racked by 
riot and violence in the wake 
of the assassination of Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King, Jr., Manhattan 
remained quiet last night — an 
atmosphere that was typified in 
a memorial march yesterday

gro leader will hurry the day 
when black and white people will 
live together in peace.

Speaking on behalf of the city, 
Mayor John Stites, who was a 
front-rank marcher with the 
Rev. Mr. Baker and the Rev.

morning.
A gathering of about 200 per­

sons in City Park began its 
march south on 11th and pick- 
nd up approximately 100 more 
Before it rounded the downtown 
icorner of Fourth and Poyntz to 
^continue toward services at the 
Pilgrim Baptist Church at 9th 
and Yuma.

Marching in fours, walking 
solemnly and silently, the co­
memorators stretched more 
than a block in length. They had 
a police escort but only for 
traffic control.

The services had been plan­
ned for inside the church but 
because of the size of the crowd 
they were held outside with the 
Rev. Jesse Baker, Jr., organiz­
er of the march, presiding and 
making opening remarks after 
the singing of “We Shall Over­
come” and “Battle Hymn of the 
Republic.”

The Rev. Mr. Baker com­
mented that “this is only a 
humble gesture of appreciation 
to him (Doctor King.”)

He said the purposes for which 
Doctor King stood will not fail 
and that it will become clear 
to the country that he did not 
die in vain. He expressed the

A. V. Howland, pastor of the 
College Avenue United Metho­
dist Church, said the death of 
Doctor King has served to give 
meaning to the phrase “all men 
are created equal.”

He said he believes Doctor 
King has changed the nation and 
a bullet cannot kill ^hat he 
stood for. I

Chaplain (Majoi) Paul 
Easley, Ft. Riley, said, I “Martin 
Luther King will ‘live’'’in Man­
hattan when a Negro is able 
to buy any home he wants and 
can afford to buy,” adding that 
the Negro deserves honest an­
swers aboct job openings in the 
business community.

“We have walked and prayed 
together, now let us live togeth­
er,” said the Rev. Mr. How­
land. “Love knows no color and 
unfortunately neither does ha­
tred.”

The march required about 35 
minutes along its 16-block route 
and the services at the church 
concluded at 11 a.m.

A number of Manhattan 
churches will have specifl mem­
orial services for Doctor 
King today or will include me­
morials within their regular ser­

vices.

..‘he Rev. Jesse Baker Mayor John Stites
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Kansas

FBI on Trail of Killer Kansas City, Mo
(New York Times News Service)

Memphis—Ramsey Clark, attorney general, said yesterday 
that investigators have evidence that the killer of civil 
rights leader Martin Luther King, jr., is “on the run’’ -nd 
that“the trail has lengthened’’ in the last two days.

Appearing from Washington on a television program, 
the attorney general was not specific. But his comments 
evoked the impression that Federal Bureau of Investigation 
agents knew who had shot Dr. King in Memphis Thursday 
night and were pursuing him.

“We hope very soon to show you exactly what he looks 
like,” Clark said.

Did this mean that the FBI had a photograph of the sni­
per who had lain in wait for three hours in a rooming house 
on the Memphis South Side to shoot the civil rights leader?

Photographers would furnish pictures of the man, said 
the attorney general. An arrest, he said, will be made “as 
soon as possible.”

The attorney general said the Justice department has 
the name used by the long-nosed young white man believed 
to have, been the sniper—John Willard. “Whether it is his 
right one remains to be seen,” he said. ""
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Evangelist Questioned

Here in King Slaying
An itinerant evangelist, who 

sings and preaches his way from 
town to town, was arrested by 
Joplin police Tuesday afternoon 
and questioned in connection with 
the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

However, the evangelist was 
identified as Lynn Ray Cleve­
land, 33, St. Louis, Mo., who par­
ticipated in a church service at 
the Community Baptist church in

I Baxter Springs, Kan., on April 3.
The Rev. Max Mueller, pastor 

: of the Community church, iden­
tified Cleveland at the Joplin 
city jail late Tuesday night and 
told Detective Captain Walter 
Flenner that Cleveland played 
the piano at his church on 
April 3.

Dr. King was slain on April 
4< in Memphis, Tenn.

The ordained Baptist minister

o’clock Tuesday afternoon after 
a woman at a motel called the 
police and said the man resem­
bled a penciled portrait of the 
man sought by the FBI in the 
slaying.

The arrest was made by Traf­
fic Officer B. W. Forney and 
Patrolman Don McAfee. Cleve­
land, a native of Palmer, Tex., 
was hitchhiking at the time of 
his arrest.

Detective Captain Walter Flen- 
ner said Cleveland bore some re­
semblance to the description of 
the man wanted in connection 
with the King slaying.

The evangelist, who was ques­
tioned by Captain Flenner and 
members of the FBI, told officers 
he was en route from Springfield
to Tulsa at the time 
rest.

of his ar-

v is arrested at Thirty-first
: street and Range Line at 4:50

at BavlorA former student uL 
university Cleveland said he 
lacked one semester to complete 
lis degree.

^ The evangelist has been 
through Joplin several times be­
fore, according to Police Captain 
Charles Hickman.

Captain Flenner said a check 
with St. Louis authorities re­
vealed that Cleveland had no 
police record there.

Cleveland was charged on a 
I city complaint alleging vagrancy, 
' and was being held in the city 

jail Tuesday night.
Memphis police, when con­

tacted, said they did not know 
of the man and had no hold 
order on him.

Cleveland carried several re­
ligious pamphlets from Ozark, 
Ala., Harrison, Ark., and Mem- 

; phis.
! The FBI in Kansas City said
: Tuesday night they had no com­

ment to make in connection with 
the arrest. «—-»
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LOOKS LIKE KING’S ASSASSIN — This is an artist’s con- i 
ception of the man believed to be Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
assassin. Memphis Commercial Appeal artist Bill Herrington 
drew this pencil sketch based on a description given him by 
Charlie Q. Stevens, who lives in the building and shares the 
bathroom from which the fatal shot was fired. — (AP Wire- 
Pbpto.l , - --------- *
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Evangelist Released
After Questioning Here

An itinerant evangelist, arrest­
ed in Joplin Tuesday afternoon 
and questioned in connection with 
the death of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., was released late 
Wednesday afternoon to his par­
ents.

Detective Captain Walter Flen- 
ner said the man, Lynn Ray 
Cleveland, 33. St. Louis, bore 
some resemblance to the de­
scription of the man wanted for 
questioning in connection with the 
killing of Dr. King.

However, Cleveland is not the 
man being sought in Memphis, 
Tenn., Captain Flenner and Chief 
of Police Adrian Meacham said 
Wednesday.

Cleveland was identified at the 
city jail Tuesday night by the 
Rev. Max Wuellner. pastor of the 
Bethel Communitv Baptist "

church of Baxter Springs. Mr. 
Wuellner told police that Cleve­
land was at his church on April 
3. the day before Dr. King was 
slain.

The evangelist appeared in 
municipal court Wednesday 
morning and pleaded guilty to 
charges of vagrancy.

City Prosecutor Robert Richart 
recommended three days in jail 
as the sentence. However, Judge 
Stewart E. Tatum ordered that 
Cleveland be released to his par­
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Garland^ 
Cleveland of Palmer, Tex. I

Cleveland was hitchhiking ’ 
through the city at the time oh’ 
his arrest.
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QUEST IN KING 
SLAYING CHASE
FBI Looking for Ala­

bama Man to Ask 
Questions

(From The Star's Press Services)

The Federal Bureau 
Investigation is seeking

of 
a

37-year-old Alabama man 
for questioning in the slay­
ing of Dr. Martin Luther
King, jr.

_ The FBI would not immediate­
ly Wfllffl?nt on the report. Frank 
V. Hitt, agent, said, “I cannot 
give you any comment.”

The Constitution said two resi­
dents of the housing project were 
known to have seen a young 
man whom they said looked like 
the description of the sniper.

The news story said the FBI 
agents swarmed around the car 
most of the afternoon snapping 
pictures and taking fingerprints. 
They had the car taken to a fed­
eral building and locked up, the 
newspaper said.

Quoting Mrs. Ernest Payne, 
the newspaper said the car was 
seen arriving in the parking lot 
between 8:30 and 9 p. m. last

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

23 Kansas City Times

. - •■ ■ J Fridav. the dav after King wa^
An FBI bulletin which was re-1 ;hot down in Memphis, Tenn. |

Kansas City, Mo

eased by mistake in Miami last ! The newspaper said she de^ 
light identified the man asJErig Scribed the man who stepped ouj 

m 25 and 3Crbf the car as between•^1X5..Galt. He was describei 
as' being 5 feet 11 inches tall and years, 5-feet-9 or 10 inches tail, 
weighing 175 pounds.

The FBI in Washington re­
fused to comment but sources 
said that Galt was sought in con­
nection with the assassination of 
the civil rights leader in Mem­
phis.

Hint on Solution
It was the first indication that 

the FBI may be nearing a solu­
tion to the killing.

The FBI bulletin, which was 
later withdrawn said that Galt, 
who has blue eyes and brown 
hair, was last seen driving a 
white Mustang car with Ala­
bama license plates, number 1- 
38993. This is the license plate 
issued for a car in Birmingham. 
. The FBI bulletin gave Galt's, 
address at 2608 Highland avenue! 
in Birmingham. A Birmingham
teporter w’ho went to that 
address said that it was a i----

and weighing 165 to 170 pounds.
She told the newspaper she 

had not heard that the suspected 
killer was described as 26 to 32 
years of age, 6 feet tall, weigh­
ing 165 to 175 pounds.

She was quoted as saying the 
man had sandy-colored hair. 
The newspaper said another wit­
ness described it as dark and 
curly.

In Memphis, the FBI is main­
taining a steadfast silence in 
the face of queries, rumors and 
reports about the gun and the 
bullet which killed Dr. Martin 
Luther King, jr., here a week 
ago.

11 refused comment on 
whether:

nt Ballistics test matched thrf 
1 Ijullet with a rifle found near ths 
! lkpne. L

rooma J * Firearms dealers in BirJ
ing house and that other resi­
dents said they had not seen 
Galt in three months.

In Atlanta ^yesterday. the po- 
l#(.Mqi^r<)rt«l iuijhlwrt inl­

mingham, Ala,, had been ques-

bean parked mar a Wftng 
pr^^gince fa# Friday.

Subject of Jokes
Residents of the housing proi-

tioned about sales of Remington 
rifles.

Both reports have been pub­
lished, but the FBI says they did 
not originate with its agents.

Shortly after King’s assassina­
tion one week ago, police found 
a 30-06 rifle with a telescopic 
sight one block away.

Guy Canipe, owner of an 
amusement company, told news­
men he saw a man drop a pack-

ect who had previously joked 
I about the car’s similarity with
the wanted vehicle were ques- age in front of his store and
tinned closely by agents from drive away in a white automo- 
the Federal Bureau of Investiga- bile. He said he did not see the 
tion, the Atlanta Constitution I iffJIH s face. *- " *
sW:----- ~ «—— I------------- -------------------
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GIVES CLUFIN 
KING MANHUNT
Atlanta Taxi Driver Says 

FBI Sketch Matches 
Rider

The Atlanta taxi driver said 
the name Galt was nofm^n- 
tioned to him by the FBI agent. 
He said the agent questioned 
him first about a fare he had| 
carried from a nightclub near I 
Peachtree and Tenth streets, but 
the driver said he knew the pa­
tron “and he was not the same; 
man.”

However, the agent then dis-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Kansas City Star

closed the sketch which ap-i 
a x a a 'peared to be a type of composite
Atlanta (AP) An Atlanta photograph, an(j ^ jriVer rec­

taxi driver says an FBIognized him as a fare he had
picked up between 10 p. m. and 
midnight Friday, April 5, about: 
four blocks away at Peachtree 
and Fourteenth streets in front 
of a “hippie” coffee house. He 
said the man appeared to be in a 
hurry.

“I went about two blocks, and

sketch matches a rude pa- 
, tron who rode with him two 
blocks in northeast Atlan­
ta’s “hippie” section a 
night after Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King, jr., was slain.
I He said the man he identified* - , . . . . ,™, . . , . , Ae told me he wanted to get out 
o an FBI agent in a sketch ye$ [ . . i put my hand out, but he 
erday was in a hurry ancJ hrew the money on the seaL 

lushed from his taxi, flinging I"*1 !* **" ~" “’“ n“’ ” ib“ ^"lAnd it fell on the floor,” the driv^

Kansas City, Mo

the fare onto the seat.
The driver, who asked that his 

name not be used, said FBI 
agents have been checking taxi 
trip sheets since a white Mus­
tang, matching the description 
of a car seen leaving the assassi­
nation scene in Memphis, was 
found abandoned in Atlanta last 
week.

In Birmingham Monday, the 
landlord of a boarding house 
said he was sure the description 

i of Eric Starvo Galt fit that of a 
! man sought by the FBI.

“That’s him, I’m sure,” said 
peter C^erues. 72, referring to 
the drawings.

er said.
“He was very neatly dressed,” 

he said, adding that the man 
wore a sport coat with a light­
colored shirt without a tie. “He 
looked as if he had had acne. It 
looked like little scars on his 
face from pimples.”

The driver said he had seen 
several sketches.

“The picture they have,” he 
said of the FBI, “that’s the man 
who was in my cab.”

FBI agents have questioned 
hundreds of persons in search of 
the man named Galt.

The white Mustang found in 
Atlanta had an Alabama tag is­
sued to him at the Birmingham 
boarding-house address. 1 ■*
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SKETCHES OF THE MAN SOUGHT as the slayer of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, jr., as prepared (at left) by a Memphis police artist and (at right) by an 
artist for the Memphis Commercial Appeal, have been identified by an Atlanta 
taxicab driver as the man he picked up in Atlanta the night after the slaying. 
Jhe artists worked from descriptions jf persons who saw the man police be; 
lieved fired the shot fro id a rooming house window— (Wirepfioto sketcftcTT—*

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

NAMED IN KING MURDER
Eric Starvo Galt Charged by the FBI With Con­

spiracy in Slaying of Civil Rights 
Leader in Memphis 

LINKS BROTHER ^^’“^ _  la
Agency Includes Kin 

in Alleged Plot

Birmingham, Ala. (AP) boarder’s hair being much light- 
-A federal complaint yes- cr- ^e FBI description said, 
. , , , L Galt has brown hav.terday charged the myste- The A p reported Mond 
rious Eric Starvo Galt, a j that Cherpes had identified FBI 
white man who has been; drawings as the Eric Galt who
hunted for a week, with!had livehd at the Birmingham 

,, . ., .,; rooming house from August 26 to
conspiracy in the April 4 October 7,1967
sniper murder of Dr. Mar- An Atlanta taxicab driver said 
tin Luther King, jr. an FBI picture he identified as a

The FBI complaint charges 2-block fare the night after the 
that Galt and a man who Galt slaying was different from the 
claimed was his brother entered one released Wednesday. “That
into a conspiracy about Marc) 
29 in Birmingham. A warran: 
for Galt’s arrest was issued i: i

irmingham. J
Brother Not Named

There was no indication from 
the FBI that other persons
would be charged with the con­

The second man that by the FBI that Galt was being 
sought as a fugitive on the

spiracy.
Galt said was his brother was 
not identified, or charged.

A witness in Memphis, wnere 
King was killed, said an FBI 
photograph of the wanted man 
does not resemble the man seen 
leaving the scene after the 
shooting.

“Unless he was wearing a wig 
or had had a face lift or some­
thing, it’s not the man I saw/’ 
said Charles Q. Stevens, a resi­
dent of the Main street roommg 
house from which the sniper was 
believed to have shot King.

“The hair is too full and the 
face is too young,” said Stevens. 
He said he only got a side view on whether there might be an 
of the fleeing man, however. _ early arrest or if the filing of the 

The FBI did not indicate when; charge and release ot informa-

Statement by the Federal1^}

| Cherpes. He remembered his
near, but I’m not sure,” said

pis definitely not the man Ifi.
picked up,” the taxicab driver I of them Negroes, 
said.

Sought as a Fugitive ^
Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark, who 

went to Memphis after the slay­
ing of the civil rights leader, an­
nounced in a statement released

charge of conspiring to injure, 
oppress, threaten or intimidate 
King in the exercise of a federal 
right, “namely, the right to free­
ly travel from state to state.”

In Memphis, Galt was charged 
with first-degree murder.

The state warrant was issued 
five hours after the FBI in 
Washington announced that Galt 
had been charged in a federal 
warrant with conspiracy.

Phil Canale, district attorney, 
filed the murder charge. It was 
signed by Judge Wayne Lindsey 
of the general sessions court.

The FBI declined to comment

tion indicated little headway lyas 
being macle in finding Galt.

It was the first disclosure that 
authorities had evidence of a 
conspiracy in King’s slaying. An 
early statement by Clark re­
ferred to “one man on the run,” 
though this was dropped from a 
later statement.

Reveals Rifle Purchase
J. Edgar Hoover, FBI director 

said in the Wednesday release 
that Galt bought a rifle in Bir­
mingham about March 30. Only 
a few weeks before, the state­
ment said, Galt had graduated 
from a school of bartending in; 
Los Angeles.

Galt had told acquaintances in 
Birmingham that he worked in 
shipyards or on ships, and on a1 
driver’s license application he 
put “merchant seaman, unem 
ployed.”

In Hollywood, director Tomas 
Reyes Lau of the International 
School of Bartending, said Galt 
graduated March 2 and disap­
peared after refusing a job. Lau 

............ excellent stu-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Kansas City Times

Kansas City, Mo

ass.
^Pgro, was in l^emph^ 
sMWhg g^rbage workers, most

The FBI said Galt also was’ 
known as “Harvey Lowmyer' 
and John Willard.” The slay-I 
er registered under the latter 
name.

An FBI description of Galt 
said persons who have met him 
“describe him as a loner and 
state his language and diction 
have a rural quality and suggest 
that he probably does not have a 
high degree of education. He is 
said to drink alcoholic beverages 
and has a preference for vodka 
and beer. He is a fan of Western 
and country music.”

The bureau warned that Galt 
should be considered armed and 
dangerous, and any informa­
tion concerning him should be 
furnished, immediately to the 
FBI1.
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KING POSSIBLY 
ON DEATH LIST
Rights Leader Allegedly 

Had Been Marked by 
Minutemen

An informant “of appar­
ent reliability’’ told the 
federal government some 
time ago that Dr. Martin 
Luther King, jr., was 
among persons ordered as­
sassinated by Robert Boli- 
i!var DePugh, leader of th(

chived linking Eric Starve Galt, 
the man”being soughOor the Ss- 
sassination. with the Minutemen 
organization.

the motion seeks to have the 
appeals of DePugh and Walter 
Patrick Peyson. another Minute­
man. removed from the docket! 
of the Court of Appeals. They 
are appealing their convictions 
for national firearms act viola­
tions in Kansas City in Novem­
ber. 1966.

The motion noted that DePugh 
and Peyson have declared them­
selves “fugitives from injustice’’ 
and have publicly stated their 
intent to evade capture.

Both currently are wanted on 
a federal grand jury indictment 
accusing them of conspiracy to

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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-rob banks in Seattle in Januarvfj 
tvr™,^™™ 1 Tn the motion, it is stated thatorganization, 1 ^^ p^I has been diligently look-1 
DePugh ever went to jail Lg for the two men and has re^i 

(the L. S. Attorneys office ^.eivecj information that they
here revealed today.

In a motion mailed to the 
Eighth U. S. Circuit Court of Ap-

may be in Canada.
For Dismissing Pleas

Anthony P. Nugent, jr., assist- 
peals in St. Louis, the U. S. At- ant jrg attorney here, said the 
torneys office quoted the un- net effect of the government s 
named informant as saying that | actiOn today is to have DePugh’s 
“DePugh has issued orers to and Peyson’s appeals dismissed 

other Minutemen that, if he goes I on the 'theory that they are now 
to jail, certain persons connect- fugitives.
ed with his prosecution and ot.h- Nugent said that if the appel- 
ers are to be assassinated, in- late court grants the govern- 
cluding Martin Luther King." meat motion to remove the

Prior to Slaying
The government said it re­

ceived this information prior to 
the assassination of Dr. King in 
Memphis April 4. His killer has 
not vet been caught. Nnjnfnrma- 
tion is known to have been re-

cases from the docket, the gov-;
ernment would then file a mo-; 
tion asking dismissal of the ap-1 
peal. The sentences they re-j 
ceived—four years in prison for: 
DePugh and two years for Pey-1 
son—would then stand? 1
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James Ray Put 
On Top-10 List 
By FBI Chi ef

(From The Star's Press Services)

J ,of Rav's photograph and de- 
scription to help effe'ct his eaf- 
liest possible location.”

' The FBI said Ray “has been 
। the subject of a massive and 

intensive search” since the 
slaying of King 16 days ago in 
Memphis.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

James Earl Ray, sought in 
connection with the slaying of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, jr., 
was placed on the FBI’s “most 
wanted” list today.

The FBI said in Washington 
a systematic search of its vast 
fingerprint files identified the 
40-year-old Ray as a fugitive, 
alias Eric Starvo Galt, 
charged in Tennessee with 
murdering Dr. King April 4. 
t The FBI action today added 

formality to what was already' 
fact—the escapee from the1

More information concern­
ing his background was ^eing 
accumulated today. McCor­
mick V. Wilson, a Jefferson 
City lawyer appointed to rep- ! 
resent Ray in 1966 after he had j 
attempted an escape, said Ray । 
had asked for a mental exami 
nation.

“He seemed rational,” Wil 
^on recalled, “but he told me 

he did?

Kansas City Star

Kansas City, Mo

Missouri state penitentiary is i 
4 the nation’s most intensely! I 

hunted man in years.
Ray was described as an 

avid dancer, a high school 
dropout, Army reject, a man 
who likes to drink beer and 
vodka, and who tugs his ear 
when he’s nervous.

“Ray should be considered 
armed and extremely danger­
ous,” the FBI said.

Ray is actually the Uth man 
placed on the traditional list of 
“10 most wanted fugitives,” 
but the search for him ob­
viously overshadows all oth­
ers.

J. Edgar Hoover, FBI dir­
ector, said Ray was added to j 
the list specially “to insure the, 
widest possible dissedIHa'lioit '

F*

doing.
The Fulton State hospital re­

port on Ray said after the 
tests Ray “had no hallucina­
tions or delusions, was orient­
ed as to time, plape and per­
son.”

His mood was described as 
“somewhat tense and anxious 
at times, showed some mild 
depressions but not of psycho 
tic proportions.”

Ray has an intelligence quo­
tient of 105, considered nor­
mal.

The diagnosis was that Ray 
is “a sociopathic personality, 

^anti-social type with anxiety 
"ana depressive featifres.'
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List Ray s Arrests.
T. LOUIS (AP)—This is a chronology <rf the arrest 
record of James Earl Ray, sought by the FBI in 
the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, jr„ 
compiled by the St. Louis police department:

^ October 11, 1949—Burglary arrest and conviction in Los
» Angeles; served in the county jail and released on probation.

April 18, 1950—Arrested for vagrancy in Cedar Rapids, 
- la. No record of conviction.
5 July 23, 1951—Arrested in Alton, Ill., for no operators li* 
' cense and no city license.
May 6. 1952—Arrested in Chi-1 '

cago, convicted . of robbery a | Ray has not been in St. Louis for 
month later, and sentenced to several y°ears. *■----—w
the Illinois penitentiary at Joliet1_ 
for one to two years. Trans­
ferred to state prison at Pontiac, 
Ill., and released from there 
March 12,1954.

August 30, 1954—Arrested for;
Burglary in Edwardsville, Ill.

March 23, 1955—Arrested by 
Missouri highway patrolman in 
Hannibal, Mo., for forging gov- 
e r n m e n t documents (postal * 
money orders) and sentenced to I 
3 years, 9 months in the Ft J 
Leavenworth, Kas., federal pris­
on. Released April 15, 1958.

October 10, 1959—Arrested in 
$. Louis for armed robbery. 
Convicted and sentenced to 20 
years in prison. .

April 23, 1967—Discovered 
missing from Missouri state pen- [ 
itentiary.

July 20, 1967—The FBI filed a 
Complaint charging Ray with un-: 
lawfully fleeing Missouri to: 
avoid confinement.
/ Curtis Brostron, St. Louis 
chief of .police, said as far as he 
could determine, JtaU Earl

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Ray Asked Leniency
By William E. Miller

(A Member of The Star's Staff)

plea for leniency—more leniency—was issued in 1955 
by James Earl Ray, named yesterday by the FBI as 
the man sought in connection with the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, jr.

While serving a 39-month sentence in the federal peni­
tentiary at Leavenworth, Ray scratched a handwritten letter 
to Charles E. Whittaker, then judge of the U. S. District
court

48

here.

jot

me a lenient sentence. ; - Court records show that when

B station, 
a month

hn, “I | ever, Rife and Ray were never 
minutes enargea with breakirfe into tliV 

|H9-mMlth postoffice. They were charged 
T you see with passing forged monev or- 

3gn I realize you gave'ders.

"The principle (sic) reason I;the arrest was made, Ray had 34 
ask is that at the time of sen-1 of them. He said he had received
tence, July 1, 1955, of me and them from another party.
my co-defendant, I believe you Attention focused on Ray when 
stated that since it was evident he tried to negotiate two of the 
we were both equality (sic) guil-
ty, you would like to have the 
sentences reasonably close.

"I rec’d (received) 45 months, 
my co-defendant rec’d 36. We 
b<>th plead guilty to the charges 
of forgery. Thank you.”

Judge Whittaker replied:

money orders at Askins Credit 
Clothiers, 1206 Grand avenue, 
{nd an office machine company 
in the 1400 block of Grand.

Ray purchased a $75 suit of 
Clothes at Askins, but never re­
turned to claim it. Later the
same day, an employee of the 
^fice machine company ques- 

_ ‘; motives and re-! 
(Used to cash one of the money) 

। orders.
^The employee copied the li
eense number of the motor car A j
occupied by Ray and he and Fife A?"! '• * as W “^ 
were arrested later the same ,of ,lhe ?!' Penitentiary said 
day last night he remembered Ray
• Ray was also accused of pass- as. a ^uiet’ undemonstrative 
Ing forged money orders in Flor- : Pr'soner-
Ma and Arkansas His only memorable charac- ■

“In reply to your letter of Au- 
| list 21,1 must advise that then jJHoned Ray’s 
is no basis on which I can re fusrJ “ - '
I luce the sentence given yoi j 
which, as you admit, was mosfi1 
lenient under the circum­
stances.”

It was not ciear yesterday why 
Ray thought he was serving a 
45-month sentence. His sentence 
was for three years, three 
months. He was released in 
April, 1958, two years and nine 
months after Judge Whittaker 
had pronounced sentence.
‘ The co-defendant Ray referred 
|a in his letter was Walter Terry 
Rife, who indeed received a 3- 
year sentence.
/ Rife, Ray and an unidentified 

woman were arrested March 31, 
1955, by the Missouri highway 
patrol in Hannibal, Mo.
- Their trouble began when U. 
S. postal money orders were 
Mglen March 7, 1955. from the 
Kellerville, III., postofflte.'flow-

Ma and Arkansas. He pleaded 
tuilty her^ to the, charges in 

well as t in

for

St. 1959 under theui
souri habitual criminal act, Ray 
attempted to escape from a 
sheriff’s deputy as he was being 
taken from the city jail to the 
municipal courts building for the 
last day of his trial. *—**

' 1 , Ris attempt was_  
: thwarted by the deputies

While serving the 20-year sen­
tence in the Missouri peniten-i 
tiary, he tried three escapes. 
The third was successful.

After his second attempt, the 
Cole Country prosecutor recom­
mended Ray be sent to the state 
mental hospital at Fulton for 

i mental evaluation. He was found 
to be capable of understanding 
the proceedings against him and 
to be able to assist in his own de­
fense. 1

However, a charge of attempt­
ed prison escape later was dis­
missed.

Before his stay in Fulton, a 
psychiatrist for the state board 
of probation and parole recom­
mended that Ray not be serious­
ly considered for parole until he 
had received psychiatric treat­
ment.

Ray was granted a parole 
hearing in November, 1965, but 
the case was set forward a year 
for review. In the meantime, h& 
was sent to Fulton for mental 
lamination.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

j Another review of Ray’s case 
was scheduled by the parole* 
board for November, 1967, seven 
months before his successful es­
cape.

At one point early in his sen­
tence and after one of his escape 
attempts, Ray told parole offi­
cials “forget me.” But in 1965 he

। asked that parole proceedings be 
J begun again.

W. P. Steinhauser, who retired

teristic, Steinhauser said, was a- 
tendency to hide inside the pris-; 
on.

“We never heard much out of 
him,” Steinhauser said, “except 
when he hid out. We thought he 
might have been trying to draw j 
attention to himself. \ ;

“He hid out two or three! 
times. Once he hid in an air ven­
tilator. Another time he was un-1 
der a stairway, I thin^ Other­
wise, he was just an ordinary! 
Soper»—Nothing unusual about :

■w—' z —T—>
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SEEKS MISSOURI ESCAPEE
FBI Names James Earl Ray, Who Fled State Penitentiary, in Con­

nection With the Slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King, jr.,
Aftgr__£xbaustive Fingerprint Check

bl

H 11 T IQ A I I A Q well as in the furnished room oc- 
| UHL I 10 ALIAO I cupied by the sniper.

 Ray escaped April 23, 1967,
Agency Uses

Markings From Its 
Files

e* nnn ' ^rOm ^e M’SSour’ state peniten- 
□ । tiary at Jeffarson City by hiding

in a truck under a layer of bread 
loaves. While in prison, his du­
ties were in food service.j a/f He was serving a 20-year sen- BROKE OUT APRIL, 1967 tence imposed in 1959. He was 

 convicted of first degree robbery
His Criminal

Tied to St. Louis 
and Here

-. in St. Louis and sentenced under 
career ^g Missouri habitual criminal

ict.
His criminal career began f i

The employee refused the re- 
quest and copied the license 
number of the car occupied by 
Ray.

He, Walter Terry Rife and an 
unidentified woman were later 
taken into custody. Ray and Rife 
were sentenced July 1, 1955, to 
the federal penitentiary in Leav­
enworth.

Ray’s sentence was three 
years, three months. Rife’s was 
three years.

Both men pleaded guilty. The 
Sentences were imposed b^ 
Charles E. Whittaker, who was
(fien U. S. District court jud?e

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Kansas City Times

Kansas City, Mo

A 40-year-old escapee 
[from the Missouri peniten- 
l tiary who once was de­
scribed as a good risk for 
probation, is being sought 
in connection with the slay­
ing of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, jr., the Federal Bu­
reau of Investigation saidj

Los Angeles in 1949 and follows i . , , , . t _. „
,a course through the Mid-Wes., i ynd wh0 later became a U. S^

yesterday.

including Kansas City.
Appeal by Defender

After Ray had received a 90- 
day sentence in the Los Angeles 
County jail for stealing a type­
writer, a deputy public defender 
appealed for probation.

“I feel he not only is eligible 
for probation but that he is a fit
subject for probation,” said

He was identified by the ?‘'W ^'XfirZ 

d ’ public defenders’ office.
alias Eric Starvo Galt. The'
FBI named Galt in a feder- “This man is in a position to
al complaint Wednesday, ^"d !“’”„'SSa 

I _ iu _____ •_ ently has done so for a period of; charging him with conspir- tjme»> B|dUey told Judge W. 
acy in the Negro leader’s ‘ *
death April 4 in Memphis' ' 

The FBI said agents deter-
mined Galt and Ray are the 
same person by a systematic 
end exhaustive comparison of 
latent fingerprints in the King 
assassination case with those of 
53,000 wanted persons v’hose 
files are in the bureau’s indenti- 
fication division.

Not From Fingers
Latent prints, the bureau ex­

plained, are those taken from in­
animate objects, not directly 
from a person’s fingers.

The bureau did not say what 
set of fingerprints in the King 
case was matched with Ray’s. 
but it was presumedt that prints 
were found on a rille dropped

Supreme court justice.
i Justice Whittaker, now retired 
Lorn the bench, was unavailable 
for comment last night.

Ray’s personality and charac­
ter traits were recalled yester­
day by those who have known 
him. the assessments followed a 
wide range from mean and vin- 

। dictive to quiet and unobtrusive.
Call Him Mean

The two St. Louis police detec-: 
fives who arrested Ray there 
said they remembered him as a 
“mean, vindictive individual.”

Emmett Rimmer and Harry 
Conner said they struggled with

. Ray on the second floor of the । 
i- rooming house in which he was1 

iving when he suddenly brok®
’away. Conner fired a shot ir 
Ray’s direction and he gave up 

J Both detectives resigned froir| 
W^’the force not long after Ray was* 

stances I feel he is d good7risk’ arrested in St. Louis in 1959 and 
for probation.” The request was: charged with a grocery store 
granted. robbery.

Ray was arrested March 23, Warden Harold Swenson of the 
1955, by the Missouri highway maximum security prison in Jef- 
patrol after U. S. postal money ferson City said Ray was a lon- 
orders had been stolen in Illi-
nois. Court records showed that 
Ray possessed 34 of the money 
orders when he was arrested.

Suspicious of Order
An employee of an office ma­

chine company here became 
suspicious of Ray wfen he at- 
teiriptea to cash a money order.,

er.
“To the best of my knowl­

edge,” Swenson said, “he pretty 
much stayed to himself. I know 
of no close friends that be had or 
enemies within the prison.”

Most of Ray’s troubles in the 
prison were of a minor nature, 
SweWB Continued. *——“
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Rav. attempted to escape from An attorney for Ray was ap-|j^ 
the penitentiary in Mar$n of pointed because the deteftbmit I 
1966. He w as found later lacked funds for nrivate counsel. I rJ

sawtheman known as Gal

He was found later lacked funds for private counsel 
crouched behind a fan in the jj fiHMineiwt aAMJi^r. 
prison ventilator shaft. J

Asks for Examination
Byron Kinder, Cole County

prosecutor, asked the county cir-1
cuit court to order Ray to the 
state mental hospital in Fulton, 
Mo., for examination.

Records show that the evalua­
tion at Fulton disclosed no 
symptoms of mental disease or 
defect within the legal confines 
of congenital and traumatic 
mental conditions, as well as 
disease.

Hospital authorities said Ray 
had the capacity to understand 
the proceedings against him and 
could assist in his own defense. 
They added that he knew and

I appreciated the nature, quality 
and wrongfulness of his conduct.

Kinder said he recommended, 
hay be sent to Fulton oecause1 
he was putting on *‘a spooky 
het.” The prosecutor also de­
scribed Ray as “kind of aJ
clown.”

Kinder dismissed the charge 
of attempted prison break Feb­
ruary 20, 1967, because, he said, 
Ray did not try to leave. He just 
hid within the prison.

Ray’s first attempt to escape 
from prison failed in 1961 when a 
ladder he was using to scale the 
prison wall collapsed.

Had Good Record
At the time of his second es­

cape attempt in 1966, prison au­
thorities said Ray had acquired 
a good record and might have 
been considered for parole.

James P. Tierney, a partner 
in the law firm of Kemp, Koontz, 
Clagett and Norquist, was ap-
pointed by Judge Whittaker to

ed a brother, Jerry Ray, with I Dr. King was slain said that he 
an address of Box 22, Wheeling,

B^feqatiliar. fl 
s th^ it is conn

W1
cwtection is still very vague

"rei-

Tierney said he remembered 
some of the indigent defendants 
he had represented because of 
some peculiar incident.

“But I actually had less recol­
lection of Ray than any indigent 
I represented,” Tierney contin­
ued. I

Ponder a Role
Speculation about whether 

Ray could have been a hired as­
sassin or part of a conspiracy to [ 
kill Dr. King gained momentum 
yesterday and last night.

The warrant issued Wednes- 
[pay by the FBI for the maA 
mown as Galt arrest charged 
hat he and an individual, “alt 

jeged to be his brother,” hay 
conspired to “injure, oppress, 
threaten, or intimidate Martin 
Luther King, jr.”

Lt. Edwin Roth of the St. ( 
Louis police department, who’

Ill. The records indicate Ray’s 
parents are dead, but the prison 
in Jefferson City listed his moth­
er as Mrs. Lucille Ryan of 1913 
Hickory street, St. Louis.

Attempts by The Star to locate 
Jerry Ray and Mrs. Ryan by 
telephone were unsuccessful.

Despite what the deputy public 
defender in Los Angeles said in 
1949 abont Ray’s service record.

a'southern accent.
Ray Is also being sought oh a 

Tennessee murder, charge in the 
King slaying.

the FBI said he was given a gen­
eral discharge in 1948 for inpnt.»

He was convicted of armed 
robbery in Chicago in 1952 and; 
was in the Illinois state prisons I

eral discharge in 1948 for inept-J at Joliet and Pontiac from 1952 ’
ness and lack of adaptability.
While in the Army he received a 
3-month sentence at hard labor 
for being drunk and breaking ar­
rest.

He was born |
Alton, Ill. He has lived as far

h

west as California, and as far? 
^outh as New Orleans and Mem^ 
phis. _

He dropped out of high school

to 1954.
In Records Here ;

Kansas City police reflect the I 
highlights of Ray’s criminal his-' 
tory.

“He talks very little and shy­
ly,” the records state. “He does 
not smoke and occasionally^ 
prinks.”

A $50 reward was offered by
jin the 10th grade and was gradu-jl’^e state after he escaped from
Ated later from the InternationaR4Wt8iMN^iaM^»Mhi’
School of Bartending in Holly­
wood, Calif.

Took Dancing Lessons
He took dancing lessons inptwn uaiitin^ ICbbUIlb 111

was present when Ray was ar- New Orleans, Birmingham and 
rested in 1959 for the grocery »— - * - - -
store holdup, said he did not
think Ray was a hired assassin 
because he wasn't the type.

“He was a holdup man who 
worked alone or with an accom­
plice,” Roth said.

Swenson said he was unaware 
of Ray having any deep racial or 
political feelings.

The FBI declined further com­
ment.

Question on Brother
FBI spokesmen declined to |

represent Ray in 1955 Before say yesterday whether Kay had
Kansas City had organized a 
public defender systeiit ......  “*

a brother and would not com-
ment on reports that agentsaLl 
rlaay had his broth^ In custo- ’

Long Beach, Calif. His last
known address was in Birming­
ham.

Other aliases listed on the FBI 
warrant are John Willard and 
Harvey Lowmyer. Other named
used are James McBride, James
Walton, W. C. Herron and James 
O’Connor.

A description of Ray: height, 5 
feet 10 inches; weight, 163 to 174 
pounds; hair, brown; eyes, blue; 
has small scar on his forehead 
and right palm. His left ear pro­
trudes farther from his head 
than his right ear.

I^ker, laborer amf color mate _ 
er. On a driver’s license applica­
tion he put “merchant seaman, 
unemployed.” He claimed to 
have been a cook on a Mississip­
pi riverboat and to have worked 
in shipyards.

The Star’s library contains 
three stories in which Ray fig­
ures. The first was July 2,1955, 
the day after he and Rife were 
sentenced to Leavenworth. The 
second told of his conviction un­
der Missouri’s habitual criminal 
act in 1959. The last appeared 
March 14, 1966, the day after he 
was found in the state peniten-
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Stunned About Charge on Ray
By Douglas E. Kneeland 
(New York Times News Service)

J
EFFERSON CITY—Pris­
on officials and inmates 
at the state penitentiary 
here are still stunned that 

James Earl Ray, an escapee, 
has been accused of conspiring 
in the slaying of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, jr.

Wednesday the Federal Bu­
reau of Investigation charged 
that Eric Starvo Galt, de­
scribed as a 36-year-old loner, 
a neat dresser and avid 
dancer, had conspired in the 
slaying.

Circulated Pictures
Newspapers with pictures of 

Galt circulated behind the 
gray walls of the old peniten­
tiary on the bank of the Mis­
souri river, but no indication 
of recognition passed along the 
prison grapevine.

Friday, the FBI said Galt 
was James Earl Ray, a 40- 
year-old habitual criminal who 
escaped Trom the penitentiary 
here April 23, 1967, after hW

<«««*♦

Eric Starvo Galt
ing served seven years of a 20- 
year sentence for armed rob-

Warden Harold R. Swenson 
said the FBI had not notified 
officials here before the an­
nouncement. Nor, he added, 
has any representative of the 
agency come to Jefferson City 
to look at Ray’s record or in>- 
terview prisoners who knew 
him.

“I was floored,” the warden 
said. “This guy’s penny-ante. 
It doesn’t shape up, does it?”

Noting that the pictures of 
Galt had meant nothing to the 
staff and that there had been 
no reaction from the inmates, 
the warden added:

Prisoners Would Talk
“If there’s anyone who’d 

talk, it’s the prisoners. Once a 
guy’s gone, they’ll talk.”
An aide entered the warden's 

office and interrupted.
“We’ve got 2,000 prisoners in 

here,” he said, “and none of 
them recognized him.”

Swenson said that had re- 
ceived permission for four per-
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roni^visit Ray: Two broth- 
er, Mrs. Lucille Ryan, and a 
grandmother, Mrs. Mary Ma­
her.

All were listed at the same 
address, 1913 Hickory street, 
St. Louis. But the warden said 
the file did not show whether 
any of them had actually vis­
ited Ray.

Ray was not a troublemaker 
in prison, the warden said. 
Aside from two escape at- 

; tempts, one in 1961 and one in 
1966, his file showed only two 
minor disciplinary reports, 
one for trying to smuggle con­
traband, cigarettes and other 
items, to a friend in the hospi­
tal, and one for refusing to 
work. A highly unusual record,
Swenson explained.

Agreed to Interview 
Although it is against his poli- for a little bit more. If a guy

P owed him anything, he’d bugcy, Swenson ^^^ him aU the time. He didn’t get
-- ^--^ “ 1L‘ ""“^ul Into fights with them, but heT 

allow an interview with the pris hound them.’’
national interest in the case,
allow an interview with the pris 
oner who had been closest t(|

(Ray. A condition of the inters 
i view was that the inmate would
not be identified.

The prisoner, the work shirt of 
his faded green uniform open 
over a stained white T-shirt, en­
tered the warden’s office hesi­
tantly. The other prisoners were 
wondering, he explained ner­
vously, why he was being ques­
tioned.

Shown a pictore of Galt and 
asked if that was his friend, 
Ray, he shook his head vigorous­
ly-

“No, sir, not this,” he insisted, 
“I guess I knew him about as 
well as anybody. He was here 
when I came here in 1960. I 
knew him from about 1962. Well, 
I associated with him right UP' 
to 1966 when he tried to ecape.”

He struggled for words as he 
tried to describe Ray’s personal­
ity.

As Not the Same
“I just don’t know how to ex­

plain it,” he said. “He was just 
the type of guy who took a long 
time, well if you didn’t know 
anybody he knew, well . . .

“The picture with the bow tie 
on (the FBI photo of Galt)—no-’ 
body thinks it’s him. They think 
it’s a different guy altogether. 
We think it’s two different peo­

“Nqw.they (the prisoners)
ple altogether.

self.^r the man did kill that
man, it had to be for money. 
That would be the onliest thing. 
He didn’t seem like the kind of 
guy who would kill anybody. He 
was the type of guy, you didn’t 
fool with him, but he didn’t fool 
with anybody.... j

“He talked about money all 
the time. Trying to figure a way 
to make a dollar. Just little
things. Maybe he’d buy some­
thing for a little bit and sell it;

; No Political Interest । 
' As for politics, the prisoner! 
said:

“He just didn’t seem to be in­
terested in it.”

Negroes?
“He didn't dislike them. He 

didn’t associate with them one 
way or the other. Although I 
think he did talk with them.”

Physically, Ray could fit some 
descriptions given of the man 
sought in the slaying of King. 
Records show him to be about 5 
feet, 11 inches tall, weighing be­
tween 160 and 170 pounds.

Some questions have been 
raised about his age, since the 
suspected man described by 
some persons in Memphis was 
said to be younger than 40.

“I don’t believe he’d look 40,” 
his prisoner friend said. “I don’t 
believe he’d go for the 20e ei­
ther. I’d say somewhere right 
around 30.”

Swenson agreed.
But taking issue with another 

description of the man called 
Galt, the prisoner added: 
“Ite wasn’t what you’d call a 

heat'dresser in here.” *——’
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FBI Statements About Man Sought in Slaying of 
Dr. Martin Luther King List Points

of Disagreement

Convicts Who Knew For­
mer Prisoner Raise 

Questions

Memphis (AP) FBI
agents have been given a 
new identification for the 
man they seek in the slay-

1967 to February. 1968,
But during the time Galt al­

legedly took dancing lessons ini 
New Orleans, Ray was servingI 
part of a 20-year term for armed! 
robbery in the Missouri State i 
penitentiary at Jefferson City.

At the time Galt was attending1 
a bartending school in Califor­
nia, a duplicate Alabama driv­
er's license was mailed to him 
at a rooming house in Birming­
ham.

The woman who runs the 
rooming house here said the 
man to whom she rented a room

don’t hear a word.”
Ray was examined at State 

hospital No. 1 at Fulton, Mo., 
from September 8, 1936, to Octo­
ber 17, 1966. Dr. Donald B. Pet­
erson, hospital superintendent, 
said they had been asked only to 
determine whether Ray was 
mentally capable of standing 
trial.

Tests Are Inconclusive
“He showed no more nervous­

ness than the average person 
awaiting trial,” Dr. Peterson 
said. “He was rather reserved, 
but we just didn’t find anything 
^Unusual.” |

In a separate psychological re 
bort, December 20,1966, for thd 
wlissouri State Board of Proba^

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and

Kansas

Kan s a s

state.)

City Times

Mo

ing of Dr. Martin Luther
King, jr.. but the new iden-| three hours before King was 
tification seems to have ! slain had a Southern drawl. The 
muddled even more the said Galt liked country and 
mysterv of who fired the We®ter" muslc and dronk beer 
single shot that killed King an v0 a'

I ? ° i * In Jefferson City, an inmate of 
The FBI had issueo a conspn - j^ Missouri prison, who said he 

acy warrant last V. 'rnosday roi uran around” with Riy, said 
Eric Starvo Galt. Two days htewpay_jjsjej as a natjve of mp, 
Rhe agency said '
fingerprints fou

a comparison o

tion and Parole, Ray was report­
ed to have several complaints, 
such as pain in the “solar plexus 
(pit of the stomach), tachycar­
dia (rapid heart action), and in­
tracranial (inside the skull) ten­
sion.”

“When we commented that 
these were rather large words, 
he said he had been reading up 
in the medical literature.” the 
report said. It added that at cer­
tain times, Ray thought he had 
cancer or a heart ailment., - . , . -, |Mois—did not have a Southerr

fingerprints found in tne ' (accent.
I “Jim didn’t drink, except a lit-* lived for brief periods with wom- 
tle prison home brew,” said the en. the report said. It added:

Ray was never married, butInvestigation revealed that Gail ' 
lb reality was James Earl Ray,.
a 40-year-old escapee from aiconvict, who asked not to be “This man’s basic problem re­
Missouriprison. (identified. “He never talked volves around what appears to

A murder warrant issued here, about. himseif very much and (ie an increasingly severe obses^ 
never expressed any liking for iiive, compulsive trend. Iin Galt’s name subsequently wa

Date:

Edition:

Author:

4/20/68
Morning

amended to carry the name of music dancing and he was too 
Ray.

Accounts Do Not Agree
tight to gamble.

“He states that at the age oii

The second identity was only spender. Aside from the dancing 
the latest in a series of puz~ os lessons, which cost him about 
which have surrounded the few $500 in California alone, he paid 
known facts of the investigation. $2,000 cash for a white Mustang 

Witnesses who said they saw car that is now held in Atlanta, 
the alleged assassin in the room-; «He was tight as a tick,” the 
ing house from which the fatal । Missouri convict said of Ray.

W he awoke one night ancL 
Galt seemingly was a free thought he had lost his eyesight’ 

He became quite fearful. These I 
various fears confront him from I

Editor: Richard B
Title: MT IRKIN

Character:

bullet was fired said he ap-
peared to be between 26 and 32 
years of age. The FBI’s story on 
Wednesday said Galt had given 
his birth date as|~
which would make nim 36. hri- 
day the FBI said Ray was 40.

The FBI also said Galt was

“Boy, if you owed him money, 
even a few cents, he’d bug you 
to death.”

The penitentiary inmate said 
he did not think Ray was the 
kind of man who would kill for 
profit. And the warden, Harold 
Swenson, who remembers Ray, 
added, “It’s odd, but I won’t be­
lieve he killed King until it is 
proven.

None of the inmates gave us
>^ Caiif,, .from

^nuiic VI me inmates gave ua 

wany teeotfick after tffe first 0Tc-

time to time and in a typical ob-1

la 
it

The report recommended that 
Rhyifot ‘be granted patole.

Ray tried unsuccessfully to es­
cape from the penitentiary on 
November 19, 1961, eight months 
after he was admitted, and on 
April 11, 1966. He succeeded be­
tween 2 and 3 p. m. on April 23, 
1967, apparently by hiding in a 3- 
by-5-foot wooden bread box. He 
was working in the penitentiary 
bakery ai the time. ■

or
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RAY CELLMATE 
RELATES TALE

worth,
[Attempts by The Star to ver- i 

ify that Curtis and Ray were 
cellmates in the Jackson County | 
jail were unsuccessful last night.' 
Sheriff’s deputies said the rec­
ords were locked and would not

The Fugitive Reportedly 
Wanted Money for 

Killing Dr. King

TWO HELD IN MISSOURI

be available until this morning. 
Neither could it be confirmed 
that they were in the same cell 
building at Leavenworth.]

Curtis said he and Ray were in 
the same 281-cell building at 
Leavenworth and at one point 
were in adjoining cells.

He said that after about six

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

1 Kansas City Times

They Were Prisoners in 
State Peniten­

tiary

Dalton, Ga. (AP)—A con­
victed murderer who was 
in prison with the myster­
ious James Earl Ray, now 
hunted in the slaying of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, jr., 
said yesterday he heard 
Ray say he would be will­
ing to try to collect 1 mil­
lion dollars for killing the 
civil rights leader.
| Raymond Curtis, 40 years old,1 
he same age as Ray, is in the 
Whitfield County jail awaiting 
action on appeal of a murdei 
conviction. Curtis said he and 
Ray were prisoners at the Mis­
souri State penitentiary when 
John F. Kennedy was assassi­
nated November 22, 1963, in 
Dallas, Tex.

Tells of Bounty
Curtis added in an interview: 

“Another boy said, ‘Well, there’s 
a million-dollar bounty to get 
King.’ King was running his 
mouth pretty good then. Ray 
said, ‘If there is a million-dollar 
bounty on King, I believe I can 
collect it.’ ”

Curtis said he met Ray in 1955 
when both were prisoners in 
Jackson County jail in Kansas 
City. He said they shared a cell 
for seven months.

Then, Curtis said, Ray was 
transferred to the Leavenworth 
federal prison to serve a term 
for forging postal money orders. 
Cortis said that two weeks later 
he also was sent ’tlTWSn-

months he was transferred to 
the Atlanta prison and did not 
see Ray again until late 1961 or 
early 1962. when Curtis went to 
the Missouri State penitentiary 
on a 10-year armed robbery sen­
tence.

Confirmed by Records
Ray was there, Curtis said, 

serving a 20-year armed robbery 
sentence. Prison records con­
firm that Curtis and Ray were 
inmates at the same time.

The two saw each other “al­
most daily” Curtis said.

It was in the prison yard, Cur­
tis said, that he and Ray saw tel- 
wision news reports of Kenned 
iy’s assassination. A few day: I 
ater, he said, a new prisonel 
pme in and said that a 1 million 
"dollar bounty had been put on 
King by a “K-K businessman’s 
association.”

Curtis said Ray did not associ­
ate freely with other inmates.

“You could pick him out of a 
crowd of 2,000 men in the prison 
yard,” he added. “He would be 
off to himself walking and his 
mind would be somewhere else.

“The only thing he would 
make a long conversation out of 
was when he was planning 
something and you were a part I 
of it. |

Anything he did was thorough-; 
ly planned. He never went off, 
half-cocked.”

Curtis said he heard Ray men­
tion a King bounty several 
times. At one point, Curtis said, 
Ray referred to the Kennedy as­
sassination by saying, “Boy, 
probably somebody made a nice 
little penny off of th^t. I su^e 
wish it was me.”

Kansas City, Mo.
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James Ray Was Hardly 
A Standout as a Soldier

Washington (AP)—J a m e s 
Earl Ray, in his 3-year Army ca­
reer, served in turn as a quar­
termaster. military policeman 
and infantryman, the Army 
Times reports.

The weekly newspaper, an 
unofficial military service jour­
nal, thus provided another piece 
in the jigsaw of the life of Ray, 
40, now sought in connection 
with the April 4 assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, jr.

The Times account noted, as 
the FBI did earlier, that Ray’s 
military career ended in a gen­
eral discharge in December, 
1948, because of stated ineptness 
and lack of adaptability for mili­
tary service. It is a discharge 
under honorable conditions.

। According to the Army Times, 
this was the sequence of Ray’s 
military service that took him 
from Illinois to Missouri to Vm"

ginia to New Jersey and to Eu­
rope:

He entered the Army Febru­
ary 19, 1946, at Ft. Sheridan, IU., 
and is believed to have received 
his basic training at Camp 
Crowder, Mo., where he was sta­
tioned from March to May, 1946.

He served at the quartermas­
ter center at Ft. (then Camp) 
Lee, Va., from May until June, 
1946, on the way to Europe.

Ray arrived in Europe in July, 
1946, and was processed through 
the 3rd replacement depot. He 
was assigned in August, 1946, to 
the 626th quartermaster refrig­
eration company, in which he 
served until his assignment in 
December, 1946, to the 382nd 
military police battalion.

He served with the 362nd from 
December, 1946, until April, 
1948t when he was sent to the 
7Mid infantry regffneill. ""

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

9A Kansas City Times
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Note Error on 
Fingerprints

. Jefferson City (AP)—An er­
roneous set of fingerprints was 
circulated briefly a year ago 
when James Earl Ray escaped 
from the Missouri peniten­
tiary, the warden said yester­
day. Ray is charged with slay­
ing Dr. Martin Luther King, 
jr., on April 4, in Memphis.
, Warden Harold R. Swenson , 
Tsaid the mistake was discov- f 
ered immediately by the Kan­
sas City police department 

j and the correct prints were J 
mailed at once.

Swenson said the mistake 
“has had no effect” on the 
search for Ray, who still is at 
large.

Wanted files are sent to the 
prison print shop in Moberly, 
Mo., from the penitentiary in 
Jefferson City, Swenson said. 
In this case Ray’s finger 
prints were mixed up with 
another set at the print shop, 
he added. Kansas City police, 
who had had Ray in jail on 
another, charge, spotted the 
discrepancy quickly. ;

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

17 Kansas City Times
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FBI Releases New Pictures of Rav

w'ASHINGTON (AP)—The 
FBI today issued two 
more photographs of 
James Earl Ray, who

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

is being sought in connection 
with the murder of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, jr.

An FBI spokesman said one 
of the latest photographs is 
“considered to be the best pos­
sible likeness of Ray.”

So far the FBI now has issued 
five pictures of Ray.

The one the FBI considers 
the best was taken in late Jan­
uary or early February of this 
year somewhere in California. 
It shows Ray wearing a dark 
checked jacket, striped tie and 
Ijutton-down collar shirt. There ? 
is a curtain directly in back of

NEW PICTURES OF JAMES EARL RAY were released

Kansas

Kans -' City, Mo

aim and a lamp nearby.
] The FBI would not say where , 
it obtained the picture, or where 
precisely it was taken, or by 
whom.

The other new photograph, 
which the FBI said was taken 
last November at an undisclosed 
location in Mexico, shows Ray 
wearing dark glasses and a light 
colored shirt open at the collar.

The California photograph ap­
pears to have been taken with-, 
out the use of flash, and with'

today by the FBI. The picture of Ray wearing dark glasses 
was made in Mexico in November, 1967, and the one in the 
business suit in late January or early February, 1968, in 
California. Ray is being sought in connection with the slay­
ing of Dr. Martin Luther King. jr.—(Wirephoto).

made with the use of a flash 
camera.

5/7/68 
Final

But the picture taken in Calif- The bartending photograph was 
ornia shows him edging up to; taken in early March of this 

side lighting. The Mexico photo-pudginess, with a clear cleft in wh hf graduated from 
graph appears to have been'his chin. f. L . . , .

Other pictures issued earlier e sC 001 ,n 'os Angeles.
I by the FBI included one of him' The remaining two photo- 

The two new photographs con-1 taken at a Los Angeles bartend- i graphs were taken in 1960 in 
firm what FBI descriptions say । ing school. connection with his conviction
—that his weight has been known ; The original showed his eyes'for armed robbery. He was re- 
to vary widely. The Mexican; closed. At first an FBI artist; ceived at the state penitentiary 
picture discloses a man with a in some open eyes, but lateriin Jefferson City, Mo., March 
thin face and pointed chin, much ‘ eyes from another photograph j 17,1960 to serve 20 years. He 
a? Ale appeared in 1960 photos. | were impose^ photographically, ( escaped April 23, 1£8/^ ‘*
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GOOD BEHAVIOR 
IN RAV RECORD
While at Leavenworth 

Fugitive Was Model 
Prisoner

HAS VARIOUS SKILLS
He Worked in Bakery, 

Fire Department, and 
Paint Shop

the federal prison reveals little 
of Ray the man.

One of his former prison case­
workers barely remembered 
him—except that he recalled the 
face when the FBI distributed 

i pictures. The FBI charged Ray 
with violating King’s civil rights, i 
Authorities in Tennessee have 
issued a murder warrant against 
Ray.

' Records also show.
• Ray signed a parole waiver) 

although he would have been eli- i 
gible for parole 18 months be-' 
fore his release.
• Leavenworth psychiatrists 

apparently had little interest in 
1 Ray. Aside from Routine ami-

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and

Kansas

state.)

City Times

Washington (AP)—Prison 
records show that James 
Earl Ray, charged with 
murdering Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King, jr., was con­
sidered a model prisoner 
while in the federal peni­
tentiary at Leavenworth. I 
Kas.

i)t July 7, 1955:

described as good.
Al&ugh released in April, 

1958, Ray was subject to parole 
supervision until October 2,1958/ 
Had he served his full prison 
term, he would have been freed 
March 31, 1959.

| By the time Rav was releasecj f ^ay worked for a time in th$ 
April 5. 1958. he had earned—if 1 ^eavenworth bakery, fire da) 
Addition to time off for good be- jbartment and paint shop. TM 
iavior—an extra 45 days earK IrBI circular on Ray lists amon(£
release for meritorious conduct.

He served two years and nine 
months of a 3-vear, 9-month sen­
tence imposed by a Kansas City 
federal court for forging postal 
money orders.

Nothing could be found tc 
show how Ray earned the extra 
45 days early release—and Bu­
reau of Prisons officials declined 
to make his record public. But 
other sources did.

In contrast to his Lea ven wo th 
record, Ray currently is an es­
capee from the Missouri State 
penitentiary and received a gen­
eral discharge rather than an 
honorable discharge from the 
Army in 1948 because of inept­
ness and lack of adaptability, 
the FBI has reported. While in 
the Army he served three 
•months at hard labor for behL 
drunk and resisting arrest, the 
FBI said.
-Other than his good behavior 

at Leavenworth, his tarrt

his occupations baker and color 
matcher. The Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, which catalogues 
jobs, has no such occupation as 
color matcher, and FBI officials 
would not elaborate on their de-1 
scription.

Leavenworth, where most 
prisoners are housed one to a 
cell, handles mostly adult pris 
oners who have had prior con­
victions.

Ray already had served two 
prison terms before Leaven­
worth—one in California for bur­
glary and one in Illinois for 
armed robbery.

Ray and Walter Terry Rife, 
30, were sentenced here July 1, 
1955, by Judge Charles E. Whit­
taker after pleading guilty to 
cashing 27 forged postal money 
orders for $1,800 in March. The
money orders were cashed in 
five states" •——*
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Fearsome Angles in King Mui
By Carl T. Rowan

W
ASHINGTON-The en­
tire U. S. intelligence 
apparatus, including 
the military and the 
Central Intelligence agency, 

has now become involved in the 
investigation of the murder of 
Dr. Martin Luther King.

Evidence gathered by FBI 
agents in one of t he most mas­
sive probes in the nation's his­
tory has forced serious investi­
gation of these possibilities:

1. That James Earl Ray, the 
alleged assassin, was the hired 
killer in a Cuba-Red China plot.

2. That the “assassin squad” 
of the Soviet secret police was 
niiehow involved in the plot.

I. That Ray was hired indi-

each day goes by without 
agents turning up any trace of 
Ray, who is linked to the 
murder and murder weapon 
by fingerprints and ballistics 
data.

FBI agents believe no loner 
could get food and drink for so 
long a period in this country 
without being detected in the 
massive day-and-night search 
that is under way. This point, 
added to the now known fact 
that Ray had plenty of money, 
has given credibility to the 
theory that Dr. King’s assassin 
was a hired killer.

A growing fear in FBI circles 
is that the killer was given $10,- 
000 in advance to murder Dr.

the U. S., they v< 
him and dump 
ocean. Tota 
sources here sa 
there is ncTevideA

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

& tte

of involvement-by bl Commu­
nist party of the United 5©tes, 
or of any splinter group of U. S. 
Communists.

One source called the King 
killing “one of the most baffling 
cases in memory.” He said Ray 
“just vanished in the face of 
the damndest FBI manhunt in 
ages.”

He also theorized that the 
slaying and escape were so
smoothly organized that they 
tend to discredit suspicions of

{King with a promise of much I black nationalist involvement- 
more upon completion of the*' but that “every possibility must

ectly by certain black nation- job. When he returned to his U. be checked.
.Mists who paid him with money ^ S. racist employers for the final „ 
made available by foreign 
sources.

The FBI has had as many as 
2,000 agents working at one 
time, in co-operation with 
hundreds of local policemen 
and other U. S. intelligence 
agents, to track down every 
lead—including the above possi­
bilities that the assassination 
was plotted with the intention 
of creaing internal chaos in the 
United States.

IT SHOULD BE emphasized 
that the dominant, theory—and 
hope—among those directing 
the investigation is still that 
the killer was a loner who 
murdered Dr. King out of his

payoff, the theory goes, he was 
slain and his body dumped 
where agents may never find it.

INTERNATIONAL intelli­
gence agents have entered the 
investigation because of Ray's 
mysterious trips to New Or­
leans, and certain of his trips 
out of the country. The FBI re­
portedly has pinpointed Ray’s 
movements even to knowing 
which prostitute he spent which 
night with in certain countries, 
but it has not yet produced 
meaningful evidence of an in­
ternational plot.

But there is deep suspicion of 
a Cuba-Red China plot. The as­
sumption is that, if the Cubans

THE FBI is pouring vast 
amounts of manpower and 
money into the search because 
it knows its reputation is at 
stake. It also knows that if Dr. 
King’s killer is not found, all 
sorts of rumors will arise. 
Memphis police already have 
been accused of plotting the 
murder, and the accusations 
soon could be hurled at the FBI 
or other federal agencies.

Some of those directing the 
investigation are openly hoping 
that it will turn out to be the 
work of one man. They fear the 
explosive repercussions if it 
turns out that the murderer 
was a hired killer for white U.
S. racists—or for a foreign pow-

pwn crazy, racist views. But had made arrangements to er.
WWry loses supporterTaT-spirit their hired killer <W-t^(« Poblls^

Kansas

Kansa s

City Star

City, Mo

Date:

Edition:

Title:

5/8/68 
Main

MURK TN

Rowan
B. Fowler

Character: CIR

or 

Classification: 44-760
Submitting Office: KaRSAS City

INDc

St RIALIZEI

Fni — KANSAS
R

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



RD-S50 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

DREW-PE^RSON's Washington Merry-Go-Round

King's Killer Slain by Employers?
By DREW PEARSON 

and JACK ANDERSON
WASHINGTON — The FBI’s 

failure to apprehend the assas­
sin of Dr. Martin Luther King 
has led to reports that J. Edgar 
Hoover is not interested in 
catching the murderer. The re­
ports are based partly on the 
fact that Hoover and King were 
not on good terms, Hoover hav­
ing publicly branded King as 
“the most notorious liar in the 
world.”

We have checked into the op­
erations of the FBI in this re­
spect and are convinced that it 
is conducting perhaps the most 
painstaking, exhaustive man­
hunt ever before undertaken in 
the United States. Its G-men 
have checked every bar ever pa­
tronized by James Earl Ray, ev­
ery flophouse he ever stopped 
at, every cantina in Mexico he 
ever visited. It has collected an 
amazing array of evidence, all 
linkinD Ray with the murder.

Thal he has not been found 
may lie due, first, to the possi- 
bilitynhat he himself was mur­
dered by those who hired him to 
kill King; or, second, that he is 
hiding in some remote Mexican 
village.

If he has money — and appar­
ently he had — Ray might be 
able to live in a distant part of 
Mexico indefinitely. The Mexico 
City police are efficient and co­
operative, but police in the re­
mote areas are not. In some vil­
lages few Mexicans can read or 
write, and radio news of the out­
side world does not p.enetrate.

★ ★ ★
What the FBI has established 

about King’s assassin was that 
he was a professional killer who 
had studied the suspense writing 
of Ian Fleming and Ayn Rand. 
His pseudonym, Eric Starvo 
Galt, for instance, was taken 
from both authors.

Yet, while a student of crime 
he was also a bungler. For he 
left behind the murder rifle with 
his fingerprints on it and, 
wrapped around the rifle a bed­
spread which contained strands 
of his hair. He also left behind a 
blue zipper bag containing a 
brush with haiif matching those 
on the bedspread.

All the evidence we have been 
able to gather points to the 
probability that Ray was hired 
to kill Dr. King. He broke out of 
the Missouri State Penitentiary 
on April 23, 1967, after boasting 
to fellow prisoners that he in­

tended to make a big “score” on 
the outside. He remarked to one 
inmate that he might try to col­
lect a rumored $1 million bounty 
that supposedly had been of­
fered by a “businessmen’s 
group” for the death of Dr. 
King.

Four months later, on Aug. 30, 
1967, he opened a safe deposit 
box in the Birmingham Trust 
National Bank and suddenly be­
gan passing out crisp $20 bills 
like a big spender. He paid $499 
for dancing instruction, then 
quit after only a few lessons. He 
spent $395 for mail-order photo­
graphic equipment that he 
didn’t know how to operate.

He shelled out money for a 
bartending course, but showed 
no interest in working behind 
any bar. He also took a course 
in lock-picking from a ^prre- 
spondence school in Mictiigan. 
His white Mustang cost 111995, 
which he paid in cash. He drove 
it from Mexico to Montreal, 
from Los Angeles to New Or­
leans.

Occasionally he slipped $20 to 
bar girls and prostitutes. In 
Mexico he lived with a prosti­
tute in small towns like Jalisco 
and Puerto Vallarata where 
prices were .cheap. Once he 
posed in sun glasses for a pic­
ture with his Mexican prostitute. 
In Los Angeles, he advertised in 
the hippie newspaper that he 
would like to meet “a passionate 
married woman.” He also paid 
$1 to the Swinger’s Club for the 
names and addresses of five 
girls.

All told, Ray spent an esti­
mated $10,000 in seven months. 
Yet he never held a job, and 
committed no crimes following 
his escape from the Missouri 
penitentiary that the FBI has 
discovered. Previously he had 
been involved in a long list of 
filling station and other rob­
beries. But after his escape he 
became a loner, in some re- 
spects became another Lee Bar- 
vey Oswald. MwBwhite^ he 
sought to establish a new identi­
ty as Eric Starvo Galt.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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•ft ^y^ likelv__ that Ray 
planned the murder of Dr. King 
for several months. He finally 
purchased the Remington rifle 
in Birmingham on March 30, 
then moved to a boarding house 
in Atlanta. In his room, agents 
found a map of Atlanta with 
four locations circled.

They were Dr. King’s resi­
dence, his headquarters at the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, Ray’s boarding 
house and the spot where he 
abandoned his Mustang after 
the murder. In the middle of the 
map was also a clear thumbpr­
int from Ray’s right thumb.

Evidently, Ray changed his 
mind about waylaying King in 
Atlanta and followed him to 
Memphis instead. After all the 
elaborate planning and the care­
ful creation of a new identity, 
Ray left behind in Memphis the 
murder rifle, binoculars and a 
bag full of toilet articles.

If white extremists put up the 
blood money it was probably not 
the Ku Klux Klan or the Minute 
Men, for they are an impatient 
lot who would not have waited 
for several months for Ray to 
get results.

Black extremists have also 
not been ruled out. They might 
have sought to get rid of King in 
order to remove the prophet of 
nonviolence.

Note: Ray was the product of 
a broken home. He was the el­
dest of tHgilt^MIdren. His father 
deserted Ray’s mother, and 
various people adopted the chil­
dren. When the FBI approached 
the father, they discovered that 
the elder Ray had not seen his 
son for 17 years. “I would be the 
la strung he ■would ,^ei!iCr t^ for 
help,” the father said.

f 

t
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How Fingerprint Trap 
Caught James Earl Ray

By David Lawrence 
WASHINGTON - The 

most amazing thing 
about the capture in 
Landon of James Earl 

Ray, suspected assassin of Dr. 
Martin Luther King jr., is the 
tremendous amount of work 
that had to be done in order to 
accomplish this.

Latent fingerprints found on 
items near the scene of the 
King shooting on April 4 were 
not clear enough or complete 
enough to make possible an 
identification from fingerprints 
on file with the FBL The break 
in the case came ten days after 
the shooting of Dr. King, when 
the FBI found a rooming house 
in Atlanta where Ray, then 
known as Eric Starvo Galt, had 
stayed and where he had left 
some papers. Included were 
maps, on one of which there 
was a clear print of one finger. 
This was enough for the FBI, 
even though there are more 
than 188 million cards in its 
fingerprint files, representing 
nearly 82 million individuals.

TO NARROW the search, the 
FBI made certain assumptions 

jailjcjMfls of what was-knos® 
about the suspected killer, in­

cluding the likelihood that the 
man sought was a fugitive from 
justice, and the identity cards 
of nearly 2,000 fugitives were 
then subjected to an “eyeball”; 
search by FBI identification ex-: 
perts.

Within a few hours, it was de­
termined that the print be­
longed to James Earl Ray, who 
was found to have more than a 
dozen sets of fingerprints in 
FBI files. Copies of Ray’s 
prints were sent to police agen­
cies abroad. When he was 
picked up in London, finger­
prints definitely identified him 
as the wanted man.

The appearance of an individ­
ual can be changed—hair can 
be dyed, eyeglasses worn, teeth 
pulled, mustaches or beards 
grown or shaven. But the pat­
tern of fingerprints cannot be, 

j altered. It runs through layer' 
after layer of skin' and, though 
it can be temporarily hidden by 

uthe removal of the flesh at the?’ 
ends of the fingers or by burn­
ing them with acid, the same 
ridges will reappear as the 
scars heal.

JAMES EARL RAY assumed । 
different names and disguises, 
and carried fraudulent identifi­
cation as he moved from coun­
try to country. There was, how­
ever, no way by which he could 
change his fingerprints. >

The big question now is I 
where Ray got the money for 
his trips and the various docu­
ments he used in traveling un­
der assumed identities. Hie 
suspicion is growing that he 
may have had accomplices in 
this country as well as in Cana­
da, and the whole affair has the 
appearance of a planned con­
spiracy.

In the search for possible as­
sociates, fingerprints undoubt­
edly will play a major role just 
as they have brought about the 
capture of James Earl Ray, 
who now will be tried on a mur- 
djr charge as the ^fsassin jpf 
Dr. Martin Luther King, jr.
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ES COURT RULING

or That Death Pen- 
Ity Not Be Sought

ficial Offers Decision 
on Jury Selection 

as Reason

NCY PTEA 
KING KILLING

I /Ray, accused of shooting King

ion a motel balcony here April 4, 
ip being held by British authori­
ties inLondontpendiug action on 
iW, — traditlwLwt

e^jJBailey, 
. n r- expressed con-

. L. U. Asks rrose- ! cern at a news conference here
Hbston

that the lawyers picket} -to de-
(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

; Memphis TAP) — The: 
American Civil Liberties

fend Ray' and Sirhan B. Sirhan, 
will run a big risk of getting 
shot.

“Any good lawyer would be 
less than enthusiastic about the 
cases." Bailey said. “Odds are 
you’ll be shot if you do it."

Nevertheless, he said the best 
lawyers should be sought for 
Ray and for Sirhan, who is 
charged with killing Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy in Los Angeles.

Toronto (AP)—A Toronto taxi

14B Kansas City Times 

 Kansas City, Mo.

union yesterday urged Phil driver says he picked up a “big 
Canale, district attorney, fat man May,2 across the 
not to seek the death pen-1?treeVrom °nt t r°T?m^ 
alfv fnr Tamos Farl Rav ing houses where James Earl JeS Earl Rav lived, the Toronto Star re- 
£?ar<^d ."'‘t murdering yesterdav.
Dr. Martin Luther King.. The Star said Manuel Reis. 35,

drove the man and a friend
The A. C. L. U. request noted bree blocks west to a banli

;s traditional opposition to capi- fhere they got out.
11 punishment, but also pointed/ Earlier this week, Mrs, Sunl 

J) “serious constitutional ques-tija^ ’ ” ’ ' " ' " '
tions” raised by a recent Su­
preme court decision.

, landlady a^w of thd 
^iftere B^&^

tall fat man came to herj
The reference was to a ruling 

that the death penalty could not 
be handed down in cases where 
prospective jurors who do not 
believe in capital punishment j 
are excluded from the panel. :

Whitworth Stokes, jr., a Nash-' 
ville lawyer who heads the Ten­
nessee A. C. L. U.. said his or­
ganization “in no way wishes to 
impair your (Canale’s) efforts 
Or those of any attorney repre-1 
senting Mr. Ray in seeing that ' 
he is tried fairly. ... • 
• “However, in view of the seri- 
ous constitutional questions in-; 
volved, we urge that in any pros-' 
eCution of Mr. Ray, punishment 
cipher thqji death by electrocu- 
tion be sought,” Stokes^sam. ”

and asked lfiE Mru Saayd, one of 
the aliases used.b; Ray. She 
said the man gave Ray an envel­
ope.

Ray arrived in Toronto April 
8, four days after King was 
killed in Memphis. Ray left To­
ronto by air May 6.

The newspaper said taxicabs 
were called to 955 Dundas street 
West three times on May 2. The 
address is directly across the 
street from No. 962, where Ray 
lived at the time.

Anthony Szczepura, a tenant 
at No. 955, was quoted as saying 
no one in his family called cabs I 
That da* - ;
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“Ray Has^Veteran of Racial Cases

who has tentatively

IRMINGHAM, ALA. Hanes administration, he contin- 
(AP)—Arthur J. Hanes,; ’

agreed to defend James 
Earl Ray, the man accused of 
assassinating Dr. Martin Luther 
King, jr., is no stranger to racial 
controversy.

He was mayor of Birmingham, 
in 1963 when racial disturbances 
shook the city and international 
attention was focused on the 
public safety commissioner, Eu­
gene (Bull) Connor, and the use 
of police dogs and fire hoses to 
put down demonstrations.

He defended three Ku Klux 
Klansmen accused of the 1965 
slaying of a civil rights worker, 
Mrs. Viola Liuzzo in Hayne­
ville, Ala. Two of the accused

chSfgeiF lhat 'h t&mmunity^lf- 
fairs committee was “loaded 
with leftists, pinkos and active 
integrationists.” He said that 
through integration, Birming­
ham would become “a Negro 
town where white people will 
cower behind barred doors.’’

‘Wall of Whites’
A month before the opening of 

the 1963 fall school term, Hanes 
called for a “human wall, of 
white cithseas” around Blrming^

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Kansas City Star

Kansas City, Mo

went free on state charges but Ki i .W’n

were convicted on federal con- ifganes. wi»1s-lljw••&-. 
spiracy charges. The third died, conns froni^. anoMAJabpiRd

Had Blasted King ^^^
While he was mayor, Hanes 

accused King of being one of the 
instigators of Birmingham's 
troubles.

Now he is getting ready for a 
trip to England to talk with Ray.

Hanes plans to leave tomor- 
1 aw to confer with Ray who, in J 
1 jtter signed “R. G. Sneyd’ 
i sked Hanes to take the case 
gneyd is the name used by Raji 
when arrested.

The lawyer said he does not 
know who will pay Ray’s legal 
fees but added, “I understand 
this man has funds.”

Hanes’s first- taste of political 
life came in 1948 when he fin­
ished second in a 5-man race for 
the presidency of the Jefferson 
County commission. He then had 
a law practice in Birmingham.

An FBI Agent
Next came three years as a 

special agent with the FBI in 
Chicago and Washington.

In 1961, he was elected mayor 
of Birmingham. And with the of­
fice came a head-on confronta­
tion with the forces of integra­
tion.

Of the disturbances in his city, 
Hanes said they were not spon­
taneous but had been carefully 
plotted at a Communist-inspired 
workshop a year before.

Even after a change in the 
f^Unr^overnment MBrtfe

er was a Confederate oflfeet
during the Civil war. His father 
was a Methodist minister. He 
obtained his law degree from the 
University of Alabama.

Although he says that politics

T*

^’fcisi

[tea devoted most of his. top 

(hut private law practice. * >

has always fascinated him, he 
fkaa HAtzftfa/1 moef rtf hi*

Arthur J. Hanes, sr.
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COURT FIGHT FOR RAY
escaping from Missouristate 
phsoh while serving Slniriliufi 
robbery sentence.

Documentary evidence al­
ready has been produced in Lon­
don, the American lawyers told

Attorney for Accused Assassin of Dr. Martin ^e court, ^
' . pert will be flown over to testify

Luther King, Jr., Hints at Extradition Struggle at the extradition hearing.
as Hearing Is Set for June 27 Held in prison

i Ray was arrested at London 
airport June 8 and charged with 
entering the country on a forged 
Canadian passport and carrying 
an unlicensed loaded pistol.

Since a preliminary hearing 
before Milton June 10 on the 
passport and gun charges, he 
has been held under round-the- 
clock guard at Wandsworth pris-

ASKS TIME TO PREPARE CASE
Roger Frisby, a Briton, Is to Be Joined Tomorrow 

by Two American Lawyers in Attempt r
I to Block U. S. Request
ri , , Ji on while Scotland Yard tried to

London (AP) — A British magistrate today sched”
tiled a hearing June 27 on the U. S. government’s appli- contacts during the three weeks 
cation to return James Earl Ray to Tennessee for trial 
on a charge of murdering Dr. Martin Luther King, jr.

Ray’s British attorney, Roger Frisby, indicated in 
Bow Street magistrate court that the 40-year-old es­
caped convict would fight extradition. The lawyer 
disked Frank Milton, chief metropolitan magistrate, for 
as much time as possible to iSrenare his case.

Milton said he wanted to^when a court has decided on a 
hold the hearing as soon as postponement. “ ' "

reconstruct his movements and

he is believed to have spent in
<ondon beore his arrest. fl

hold the hearing as soon as
possible, and they compro- 
hiised on June 27.

British extradition hearings 
usually last a day or two, and 
the magistrate generally gives 
his decision as soon as he hears 
all the evidence.

Second Court Trip
Ray was brought to Bow street 

today for the second time since 
nis arrest 10 days ago. The mag­
istrate ordered him returned to
Wandsworth prison.

The small courtroom was 
filled with about 100 persons, 
mostly newsmen.

Ray, wearing a blue checked 
suit and glasses, sat impassively 
in the dock while attorneys and 
the magistrate discussed details.

Heavy Police Guard
After Milton fixed the extradi­

tion hearing date, Ray spoke 
only two words: “Thank you.”

He was separated from the 
spectators by a wall of police­
men and detectives. Police also 
lined the corridor through which

Two lawyers from Birming-
ham, Ala., Arthur J. Hawa and „e McW the courtroom
his son Arthur Hanes, jr., are Att for ^ u s 
“^^ told the magistrate that
assist Ray s British attorney. Ray jg wanted on a charge ofassist Ray’s British attorney.

customary 2-minule session [April 4 and also on a“

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Kansas Citv Star

Mo

(
The U. S. embassy forwarded 
he request for his extradition t< 
he British government Wednes 
day.
Under the 1931 extradition tre- 

ty between Britain and the Unit­
ed States, British courts can 
grant extradition only if U. S. 
authorities present evidence suf­
ficient to send Ray to trial un- 
ler British law.

Must Heed Pact
Extradition of Ray also was 

asked because he is wanted by 
Missouri to complete a prison 
term for armed robbery. While 
extradition on this charge would 
be almost automatic, the U. S.- 
British treaty specifies that a 
defendant can only be tried on 
the charges for which he has 
been specifically extradited. 
Therefore, unless he is extra­
dited for the murder of the Ne­
gro civil rights leader, he cannot 
be prosecuted on that charge to 
toe United States.
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Broadcast on Mustang
rrflStJyOl "^e broadcast occurred first 

after the police radio broadcast (Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city andinformation that the killer of 

King might have fled in a white 
Mustang automobile.Luther King, ir., April 4 

evidence has accumulated to 
suggest that he was the victim 
of a conspiracy.

Several bits of evidence indi­
cate more than one person may 
have been involved. Others indi­
cate the murder may have been 
a hired killing.

No FBI Comment
The Federal Bureau of Investi­

gation has refused to comment. 
Ramsey Clark, attorney general, 
has said several times that the 
FBI has not uncovered any evi­
dence of a conspiracy.

Clark said, however’ that the 
investigation did not end-with 
the arrest of James Earl Ray in 
London June 8. If others are in­
volved, he said, the FBI will fin< ’ 
them.

Among items indicating Iha 
Jhere may have been a conspira­
cy:
• A vivid description broad­

cast over the-Memphis police ra­
dio network on the night of April 
4 of an automobile chase that

er took pla.ee. v

A 2? vear nM part-time stu-।

The mnhilp operator who said 
ne was following the ^nite mus- 
tang said he could not get the 
car’s tag number.

“I asked him several times if 
he could get the license num­
ber,” the student who was moni-

dent, who asked that his identity!“4
not be made public, gave a de- r^®J R'W’
tailed statement April 11 about ^j ®^®t^°
the “chase.”

“About 6:20 p. m., I was east- clt

state.)

Three other aliases the jfel 
contends Ray—or some other in­
dividual—used in the United 
States and in Canada.

King was shot at 6:01 p. m. as 
he stood on the balcony of the 
Lorraine hotel and motel in 
Memphis, watching the sunset 
and talking with friends in the 
parking lot below him.

The police discovered almost 
immediately that the assassin 
apparently had fired the fatal 
shot from the bathroom of a 

I cheap rooming house 200 feet 
[from the motel. At6:20p. m. a 
description of an automobile 
chase supposedly taking place in 
Northeast Memphis was broad- 

। cast over the citizens hand rat^o 
used by Memphis businesses.

City Times

ii “1 
houf

the mobile one

todfr pi**^""M^Z^fSS' hiPF«dlta 
vW MQUBMifiuBWoA uUC fit Ur jl- w.«kMA ' ^
denied 
(Citizens 
called for a 
police department. HE

“A 1 
phis a:

;e station m-
ered his call and-want-

ed to know what message to give 
the police. At the time, skip con­
ditions (interference) interrupt-

that three men were shooting at 
him. The sheriff’s men saidi 
they saw no chase. |

The student said he had been] 
skeptical himself. He said he' 
kept getting a strong reading on 
his radio signal meter, an indi­
cation that the broadcasts were 
originating at a spot close to him 
and that the source of the broad-

ed their communication and I 
they were unable to maintain
—-1-1 ^ wsts was not moving.-iontact.

j “I arrived at Jackson andHoL 
lywood and saw a police car 
.Stopped at the red light. I ma 
Zoned to the policeman to pu» r ?en?^S i
into the parking lot at the inter- ,.ce. ha? Sa dfOnly

Silence on Incident
j Bradshaw would not comment

that the police department wassection. It was car 160.”
Relay to Police

Car 160 was driven that night 
by Lt. R. W. Bradshaw.

The mobile operator, who said 
he was driving a blue Pontiac, 
had broadcast that he was chas­
ing a white Mustang and wanted 
to relay information to the po­
lice.

“I called the mobile, saying, 
‘the mobile chasing the white 
Mustang,’ ” the student said. I 
told him I had a police car be­
side me and would relay his 
message. He tried to tell the 
base station he was chasing a 
white Mustang with the man! _, , , , „
who had shot King.” . ^® day before Galt s gradua-

Bradshaw began to relay the ^lon from the bartender s school, 
message over his police radio to * ®an u^lnS the name of Eric S. 
headquarters where the mes-, G . ,c ,^ the driver s license 
sages were rebroadcast to all division of the Alabama highway |

investigating the possibility that 
the broadcasts were designed to 
draw police attention to North­
east Memphis while the killer 
fled southward.

Ray’s car, a white Mustang 
that the FBI said he bought un­
der the name Eric S. Galt, did 
not carry Citizens Band radio 
equipment.

On March 2, Ray graduated 
from a bartenders’ school in 
Hollywood, Calif. The FBI said 
Ray, using the name Galt, had 
enrolled in the school after 
taking a series of dancing les­
sons at Long Beach, Calif.
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police cars.
Several police cars that had 

been stopping white Mustangs in 
the city sped toward the scene of 
the chase, which by now was re­
ported to be at 100 miles an 
hour.

Couldn’t Read Tag_____

patrol in Montgomery and said 
he had lost the driver’s license 
issued to him the previous Sep­
tember 30. He asked that a du­
plicate license be mailed to the
Economy Grill and Rooms in

At Rooming House
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in
Galt had stayed at this room­

ing house. for several weef b
jthe sumpier^od fall of49@ 
mad listed It as his ad 
me had received an

license 
ed, along vjm

a 
Th*

duplic
driver’s license.

as
Vents to cover c 
d the 25 cents were

returned and received in Mont­
gomery March 6.

Peter N. Cherpes, manager of 
the Economy Grill and Rooms, 
said Galt never came back to 
the rooming house after October 
5, 1967. He said he did not recall 
Galt’s getting any letters after 
he left.

The Galt who attended the 
bartenders’ school is not be­
lieved to have left California un-
_til mid-March.
? He checked into an Atlant? ‘^< ihr^ 

• • -• • - ipse— r 'rooming house on March 2t 
where he left behind a map ol 
Atlanta with the location d
King’s home, office and church 
marked on it. Fingerprints on 
this map are believed to have 
provided the FBI with a link be­
tween Galt and Ray.

Events as Impossible
It would have been a practical 

impossibility for Galt to drive 
from Los Angeles to Birming­
ham after his graduation from 
the bartender’s school in time to 
pick up the duplicate driver’s li­
cense and to have returned the 
25 cents to Montgomery by 
March 5, the day the bill and the
quarter were mailed. Who re-

the duplicate license and passport in Sneyd’s n£me? 
ailed the 25 centi is notwho m

—<>Where Ray got the money he 
spent between August 26, 1967, 
and June 8, 1968, when he was 
arrested in London is a puzzle.

He took dancing lessons and: 
the bartender's course, he 
bought the white Mustang, a .30- 
’06-caliber x rifle, drove 1,900' 
miles in Mexico, Canada and the 
U. S., went by airplane to Eu­
rope and had his living ex­
penses. The cost must have been 
$10,000 or more.

"Np;
Ray’s aliases has *been ad­
vanced. He has used the names

Work Known

.of at least four!

ftySical ai

four m

^^e ^ale«'npiH.^^  ̂

FBI said, were Ramon George 
Sneyd, Eric S. Galt, Paul Bridg­
man and JohnWiRanL

Atlanta and Los Angeles, the 
Willard alias in Memphis and 
Bridgman and Sneyd in Toronto.

When Ray was arrested in
London, Jie had a fraudulent

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Mounties Give Tip 
On Bogus Passport

Ottawa, Canada (AP)—A “colossal investigation” 
by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police led to the arrest 
in London today of James Earl Ray, wanted for the 
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King, jr., an external, af­
fairs spokesman here said.'t^^r —

(Indicate page, name of

Ray was traveling under
the name of Ramon George 
Sneyd and had two Cana­
dian passports in that 
name, one issued in Ottawa 
and the other at the Cana-’ 
dian embassy in Lisbon,' 
Portugal.

The R. C. M. P. came across 
a picture that looked like Ray 
after going through 200,000 to 
400,000 passport applications in; 
the files of the Canadian Exter­
nal Affairs department. They 
quickly discovered that the ap-
plication was fraudulent.

Continuing their investigation,
they got on the trail of Ray, |
traced his journeys in Canada ' 
and learned that he was head- I 
ing for Britain and possibly else- J 
where in Europe, an R. C. M. P^ 
spokesman said. They tipped offp 
the FBI and Scotland Yard. H 
I Fa person applying for a Canajj 
than passport must have some^i 
one, usually a professional man, 
sign a declaration that he has 
known him for two years, or 
else swear an affidavit before a 
notary public.

The external affairs spokes­
man said he is not at liberty to 
say whether Ray had a guar­
antor on his application or 
swore an affidavit.

He said Ray’s application was 
submitted by mail “from a point 
in Canada” and issued from here 
AprU 25.

The R. C. M. P. search of * 
passport files, begun shortly " 
after the FBI started looking for 
Ray, “took many days,” the ex­
ternal affairs spokesman said. 
Discovery of the fraudulent ap­
plication was made “some days 
ago.”

Embarrassed officials here 
did not know that Ray had 
picked up a second passport at 
fjio pmhf ssy in Lisbog May ^. 
again using the Sneyd identity.
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CAPTURED IN LONDON today was James Earl Ray, 
who has been sought as the slayer of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, jr. This picture was taken in St. Louis in 1959 when 
he was arrested in connection with a grocery store holdup— 
(Wirephoto). a——®
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A Brother 
Hoped for 
Ray Escape

St. Louis (AP)—The brother 
of Janies Earl Ray, accused 
of murdering Dr. Martin 
Luther King, said today. “I 
hoped he would get away.” 
after he learned of his broth­
er's capture in London.

„ - John Larrv Rav. 31. who 
operates a tavern in St. 
Louis, was reached by phone 
shortly after Ramsey Clark.

Jc. S. attorney general, an-j 
nounced in Washington that 
James Earl Ray, the object 
of a massive manhunt for 
the last two months, had 
been arrested by Scotland 
Yard detectives when he at­
tempted to pass through 
British customs.

Earlier John Ray, when ' 
asked if he thought his broth­
er was the killer, said. “I 
don't know—I really don’t I 
know. I'll tell this much— I 
whether he is or isn't, he's . 
the fall guy for all this. And 
that's for sure.” ”—-*

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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TO SEEK EXTRADITION OF
III ।

Suspected of Slaying 
Dr. King

CAPTURED AT AIRPORT

RAY”
ly sought as Galt, on its most 
wanted fist April 20, l^nglBUnifig 
its usual 10-name roll of dishon­
or to 11.

It was not explained how Ray, 
I previously described as poor, 
obtained the money to travel to 
Europe.- There has been specu­
lation King's murderer obtained 

, aid from conspirators and even 
migh have been a paid assassin. 
King’s killing sparked racial 
riots in more than 100 cities.

King was founder of the South­
ern Christian Leadership Confer-

c n K c u t „ ence and perhaps the most well
Scotland Yard Detectives Say Man Was Traveling known civil rights leader in the

With False Passport and Using Name 
of Ramon George Sneyd

United States.
Ray, 40. is a fugitive from the 

Missouri state penitentiary at 
.Jefferson City. He had served

Washington (AP)—James Earl Rav, chargedtypven years of a 20-year sen< 
- fence when reported missing inwith conspiracy and murder in the assassination of

Dr. Martin Luther King, jr., was arrested today 111,1 ^.^(^^ j^^iwfct.
Lond 0n, Engl a nd. ment was ‘ returned aginM gay

Rav, sought since shortly alter the Nobel Peace .^ a P8^* ^y ^

[April 1M7.
A. , f i rd? r

iJ kJ?

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and

Kansas

Kansas

state.)

City, Mo

prize winner and civil rights leader was gunned down 
April 4 in Memphis, was armed with a loaded pistol 
when apprehended by Scotland‘Yard detectives, it was 
announced.

The announcement was issued under the names of

The charges on which he is 
being detained in England is the 
use of fraudulent documentation 
—a passport—and for carrying a 
concealed weapon.

Passports After Shooting

Ramsey Clark. U. S. attorney general, and J. Edgar 
Hoover, F£>I director, but neither was present when it 
.vas given to newsmen at tlw[,Justice department Othe^ 

tyBLpftyc^Is. declin^ to ^ any.
mritfjphs ' ' I Police sources said Rav will | Hoover said one passport Ray

anjaounceifiebt ''Wi /PPear ^^ Raw Rf”“"' —I was usins was issued in Ottawa..... __ _____ _ at ^^ street court Moni was using was issued in Ottawa
Ray'using" the name Ra-^av' cha,£ed with possessing J ion April 24, almost three weeks 
mon George Sneyd. was {^ ««^ ""f “ * । after the murder of King. The 
passing tlksh England “ KS^H “ issued “• *^ 

on two Canadian passports, f;eorgp Sneyd on two Canadian! 
on the way to Brussels passports he was carrying. I 
when taken into custody at| King, 39 and a 19G4^Nobel । said.
11:15 a. m.. London time. peace prj7e winner, was stand- -

। bon, Portugal, by the Canadian 
(embassy in that city, Hoover

Date:

Edition:

Author:
Final

Fowler

It said he was being held
under maximum security 
conditions and extradition 
proceedings would be 
started shortly.

At the State department, of­
ficials said they expect a for­
mal request to be made of Bri­
tain for return of Ray through

..... .... The announcement came dup­
ing on the halconv of the Lor- ’"8 th.® fun"’1 jn N'w York f

u sen. Robert F. Kennedy attendntame Motel Apnl 4 >n Memphis, ed b Klng-S widow, Corettl 
when the fatal shot was fired ap- (Kennedy had attended King’s fit
parently from a rooming house

Title: MURKIN

the U. S.-British 
treaty. They said 
one of the crimes 
the treaty.

extradition
murder 

included

Expect State

205 feel away. He died of a bul­
let wound of the neck less than 
an hour later at St. Joseph hos­
pital.

First Known as Galt
A state first-degree murder 

jn charge was issued April 17, 
j charging the man then known as 
I Eric Starvo Galt, with “unlaw-

neral April 9 in Atlanta, Ga.

Expect State Action wlc starvo Iran, witn uniaw- 
The officials expect Tennes-1 fulh• feloniously, wiUfully, delib- 

see. the state where a murder erately, premeditately and of his 
indictment was returned mahce aforethought kill and 
against Ray, to initiate the murder King. A federal warrant 
proceedings. This in turn would had already been issued charg- 
probably be the basis for the lnM ,him with conspiracy in 
14 s- government's request, King’s death. t 
they said. -——» The FBI placed Ray, original-

In addition to armed robbery, 
Ray has been convicted of burg­
lary, forgery of a postal money 
order and unauthorized use of a 
motor vehicle. He also had been 
confined in the Los Angeles 
County jail, two state prisons ip 
Illinois and the U. S. Peniten-' 
tiary at Leavenworth.

During nearly three years in 
the Army he received a 3-month 
sentence for drunkenness and 
breaking arrest. He was dis­
charged in December, 1948, for 
ineptness and lack of adaptabili- 
Jv to military service^

A fellow inmate at the Mis-
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souri penitentiary, Raymond 
CHRIS;'“#?, said RayWil iiM 
while both were prisoners at Jef­
ferson City he would be willing 
to kill King for 1 million dollars. 
Curtis now is in Whitfied County 

jail at Dalton, Ga., awaiting ac- 
I tion on appeal from a murder 
conviction.

Pleased in Memphis
Memphis, Tenn. (AP)—Frank 

Holloman, police director, ex­
pressed elation today over the 
capture of James Earl Ray, 
wanted for the slaying of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, jr.

He issued this statement to the 
Associated Press: s 
!“I and the citizens of Memi 

his are elated over the appre 
ension of James Earl Ray, th<| 
lleged assassin of Dr. Martig

Luther King, jr., by the FBI.
“We are hopefid James Earl 

Ray will be brought to Memphis 
at the earliest possible date to 
stand trial for murder. He will 
receive a fair and impartial; 
trial. !

“Mr. J. Edgar Hoover and the 
agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation are to be com­
mended for their outstanding 
performance in effecting the ap­
prehension of James Earl Ray. 
The FBI and the Memphis po­
lice department have worked in 
close co-operation during the in­
vestigation of this case.”

Holloman formerly headed the 
Memphis office of the FBI.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Fear for His Life
St. Louis (APR A brother of James Earl Ray, 

who is charged with murdering Hr. Martin Luther 
King, jr., said yesterday he was “surprised” that 
Ray was captured in London and added he hopes 
Ray “lives to stand trial.”

“Jf my brother did kill King, he did it for a lol of money. 
He didn’t do anything if it wasn’t for money. And those who 
paid him won’t want him sitting in a courtroom telling ev­
erything he knows," said John Larry Ray, 34, operator of a 
St. Louis tavern.

“If he does live to stand trial," John Ray said, “I would 
like to see him gel the same sentence as the guy who killed 
Rockwell." He referred to flip 20-year sentence handed John 
Patler for the slaying of George Lincoln Rockwell, Ameri­
can Nazi party leader.

“A friend of mine in Canada called me around noon to 
tell me they had caught my brother in London," John Ray 
said.

The brother made his comments in an interview with 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

“1 wasn’t surprised that he was in London, hot I was 
surprised that he got caught," John Ray said, and added "I 
knew he wasn't dead."

The St. Louis Ray insisted that Ins 10 year old brother, 
who escaped from the Missouri penitentiary last year while 
serving a 20-year term for armed robbery, is not a member 
of any racist group.

! John Ray was the last family member Io see James p 
Earl Ray before the older brother escaped from the Mia- p 
souri prison in April, I9F7. He said he and another brother. । 

j Jerry. 32. formerly of Chicago, were closer to James than 
any of the 10 sisters and brothers.

“James would do anything for us and we for him, hnt 
he wasn't very sociable with strangers," the tavern opera­
tor said.

He described James Earl as "hot tempered toward any­
one that, got on him."

Ray said before his fugitive brother entered the Army 
he did not (Jrfnk oHOke and was £ hard wotker. , , • . ,.
“ ‘MJftfr he cam^Jbackrhe (Wk and TOnV Wfedi1 

working; the Army changed hUWtiole outlook on life,’* Say

James E*rl received a general discharge in 1948 for in­
eptness and lack of adaptability. He served a 3-month term 
at hard labor while in the Army for being drunk and break­
ing arrest.

After his discharge, James Earl began amassing a po­
lice record and served terms in Los Angeles for burglary, in 
Illinois prisons at Joliet and Pontiac for armed robbery in 
Chicago, in the federal penitentiary at Leavenworth for 
postal money order forgery in Kansas City and the Mis­
souri prison for a $120 supermarket robbery in St. Louis in 
1959.

Ray said he did not know whether James Earl did or 
did not shoot King and he could have been a fugitive for a 
simple reason.

“He still has 13 years waiting for him to do at Jefferson 
City on that 20-year sentence for robbery. That’s enough 
'reason,”' John Ray said. ~ - -
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Used Name of a 
Canadian Officer

(Nfw York Timos Now. Scrvue)
New York-—On April 16, 12 days after the 

of Dr. Martin Luther King, jr.. in Memphis,
dressed in dark clothing appeared 
of the Kennedy Travel Bureau, Ltd

In an accent that did not at the
American, he ordered from the oilier

assassination 
a man neatly 
branch office

., in Toronto, Canada, 
time sound particularly 
- manager. Miss Lillian

Spencer, a 21-day round trip excursion ticket to London on a 
British Overseas Airways corporation jetliner.

Although no one knew it at the time, oflic;.Ms of Ilie t Kf 
and the Royal Canadian mounird police nbw say, that ap-
pearance in Toronto 
Ray's flight overseas 
ended today with Ray

“Nothing i f med

following Dr. King s 
, capture in London, 
out of place then.'" ;

; el James; Earl 
death. The flight

suit! Miss Spencer j।
of the meeting April 16. “1 asked him. as f always ask, it het 
had a Canadian passport. He said no, so I said we’d get itpj

’ for him.”
/ He told her, she recalled, that his name was Ramnn 

George Sneyd, that he had been horn in Toronto, had moved
away and was back for three weeks and living at 
das street—a rooming house, she supposed.

Miss Spencer said the man told her that lie did 
a birth certificate, and that, as a recent returnee.

962 Dun-

not have 
he could

not find a guarantor who would yout h for having known him 
two years.

As is 
witnessed 
(ary was 
agency.

roiitine In such cases. notary public
the man's statement that he was Snevd. The no. 
Henry Moos, president of the 12-year-oId travel

The man appeared May 2, four dais before bis depar- 
tore date for London. He paid Miss Spencer S3I0 in cash for 
the ticket, picked up his passport and left.

★ * A"

RAMON GEORGE SNEYD is a Toronto police consta­
ble. Why Ray chose to adopt the policeman’s identity is 
something the Canadian authorities were unable or unwill­
ing to explain today.

Spokesmen for the external affairs ministry said the 
Royal Canadian mounted police had interviewed Sneyd, the 
jjolicemgn. and were satisfied he was innocent of any con­
nection with Ray. ^— * r

A ministry official reported 
a copy of Sneyd’s birlh certilT- 
cate was found in Ray’s poss­
ession. The official said that 
Ray had convinced the munici­
pal records office in Toronto 
that he was Sneyd and needed 
a copy of the certificate.

The Canadian government 
knows Ray appeared in Lisbon 
May 16. He said he had lost his
passport 
another, 
Sneyd.

and 
also in

★

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

was issued 
the name of

Kansas City Star

★
ACCORDING TO CANADI­

AN GOVERNMENT officials, 
the break in the case came 
“sometime before” June 1 
when the FBI asked Canadian 
officials to check their pass­
port files. f

Mounted police went through 
a file of about 250,000 passport 
applications made in the last 
year, checking the application 
photographs against pictures 
of Ray. When they came 
across the Sneyd application, 
they noticed a resemblance,
they then found tjhat^ the 

eman Snqajl had i "
po-

'^Bn&fa’s external affairs min­
ister, Mitchell Sharp, to order 
an investigation of passport 
issuing practices. <•———*’
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TIGHT SECURITY ON RAY
Attorney General's Aide to London to Arrange Return of Man 

Wanted in Slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,—
Parole Violator Held Under Maximum Guard

HEARING IS SET
British File False Pass­

port, Concealed Weap­
on Charges

On Two Charges 
r British authorities” Ch ar feel 
Ray with using a false passport 
and with carrying a concealed'

bond nt fbmffi'S fCi

weapon. He is to hijre a. hear-: 
“ ittow

bw’i
police station under maxinihm’

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

1 Kansas City Star

Kansas City, Mo.

TO SEEK EXTRADITION
Request Will Be Made 

Either Tomorrow or 
Tuesday

J The Map's Fr<-,( Fcrvirc-)

| Washington—James Ear' 
iRay, the fugitive convict 
accused of the assassina­
tion of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, jr., is being held in 
tight security in a British 
jail while American author­
ities prepare to extradite 
him to the United States to 
stand trial.

Fred M. Vinson, jr., assis­
tant attorney genera) and head 
of the criminal division of the 
Justice department, was Io 
leave Washington last night for

security. , . ■
Two major charges face Ray 

in the United States. A grand 
jury in Tennessee has indicted j 
him on a charge of murder, and | 
a federal warrant accuses him 
of conspiracy to violate the civil 
flights of Dr. King. '

It is expected that extradition 
vill be sought on the murdeij 

Charge, hut the formal applied 
lion probably will not be lodged 
with London authorities before 
tomorrow or Tuesday.

Ray was arrested yesterday 
as he attempted to pass through 
British customs while on a flight 
from Lisbon. Portugal to Brus­
sels, Belgium. He had two Cana­
dian passports in the name of 

| Ramon George Sneyd, and was 
armed with a pistol.

A Year Long Search

London, the department said, 
“to review on behalf of the Unit, 
ed States the custody, protection 
and expeditious return to this 
country of James Ea^T Ray.*’’

Ray has been sought since his 
escape from the Missouri state 
penitentiary a year ago. That 
search was intensified enor­
mously after the shooting of Dr. 
King. Ray still faces 13 years in 
prison irk Missouri on a 2f)-yelgr 
sentence for armed robbery.
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Canadians
Seek Tat Man’ 
In Ray Case

(New York Times News Service)
Toronto — The Royal Ca­

nadian Mounted police are 
hunting a “fat man” who de­
livered an envelope to James 
Earl Ray, accused slayer of 
the Rev, Martin Luther King, 
jr., at a Chinese rooming 
house in Toronto’s West side 
four days before Ray’s flight 
to London May 6.

The landlady, Mrs. Soo 
Sun, remembers that the fat 
man was the only visitor Ray 
received during the 16 days’ 
he rented a small second- 
floor rear bedroom at ?9 a 
week. She also remembers! 
that it was rent day and that 
this was the third time she 
had received advance pay­
ment from the silent tenant 
who impresed her chiefly as 
a man who vanished for days 
at a time and seldom used 
the room.

On that same day, Ray went 
to a travel bureau where he 
picked up a Canadian pass­
port for which he had ap­
plied, giving the name of 
Ramon George Sneyd, and 
paid £345 in Canadian cur­
rency for a 21-day excursion 
tilkUl WEondon. * “

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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VISITS RATIN LONDON
Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant Attorney General, 

Moyes to Bring Accused Slayer of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.„ £ack|o fe^

DOUBT IN CASE was under constant surveillance. 
' "inisMs a big fish,” helold

To support this, Jhe court I 
^Itl require material evidence 
showing there was a case 
against Ray. The British court; 
would weigh the evidence and I 
grant leave for extradition if al 
magistrate agreed the evidence 
was material and justifiable. 
This, normally, would take two. 
or three weeks.

Ray could contest the extradi-1
tion application and possibly the 

„ a evidence as well, provided he
n l , hired or obtained a lawyer. If a

W^0 ^appeared for two magistrate overruled that de­
Authorities Wonder Why i ^i^fense, Ray could appeal and the

tion Api il 4, nad a loaded pistol case would go to a higher court.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Fugitive Went Through 
Immigration

in his hip pocket when seized by Under provisional arrest, Ray 
would have to appear before aimmigration officers.

Ma.v|7 , magistrate once every seven 
.T^P?1 saV^ for police, under the ha-

arrived in London from Lisbon ibeas corpUS principle, to show 
------- , May 17 and remained in Lon Ueason why he was still being' 

attorney, yesterday visited jOn a? Ieast Pnt,l June fwo held. :
James Earl Ray in a heavi- ^Telegraph reporter Jan CoJ. In Washington, Ramsey Clark, 
IV guarded police station, tin said a man who identifierf' S. attorney general, said Raj 
then began moving to gel! fiimself as Ramon George Sneyd “as , ,made . no sta|em®nt and 
the accused killer of Drj telephoned the paper several .wou noMartin Luther King ir J™« M «M I. Lire »b.u( " 1 ,”’"" 'V^7^
tack to the VnM ^ ’ I.™ i» An ^

as quickly as possible As oversea, ter- a
he did. a new element of ^ newsman said k Eave spiracy in the murder of King, |
mvstery in the case arose. the caller an address in Brus- particularly in view of the sus-

Airport sources said that Ray. sejs pect’s expensive travel without'
seized Saturday while trying to (In Washingtoni a
board a flight for Brussels, could Bureau of Investigation spokes- sa*^:
have gone from the Lisbon plane man sajd ^g^ according to the “We have to go on the evi- 
that brought him to London di- bureau’s information, Ray ar- dence and facts. At this time we 
rectly to the transit lounge, and riVed in England on May 7. left have no evidence of a conspira- 
thus avoided immigration offi- ^e same dav for Lisbon and CY- If there was one, it will be

London (API —Fred M.
Vinson, jr., assistant U. d.

pect’s expensive travel without' 
Federal known financial means, Clark |

“We have to go on the evi-

1 Kansas

Kansas

City Times

■ Mo

cers.
Left Transit Lounge

His capture indicated he left

flew back to London Saturday.) discovered.”
Work to Expedite Toronto (AP)—James Earl

• . After arriving in London yes-Ray spent two weeks of thei
the ti ansit lounge-^ither to<^erday to “expedite the extradi month he lived in Canada in a | 
meet someone or possibly to kill tion." Vinson met at Scotland bleak 15-by-12 foot room that 
11 m e—and consequently got yard headquarters with Chief had a television set, a “Home 
caL|8ht- . Superintendent Thomas Butler, Sweet Home” design and picture

Vinson talked with British au- head of the flying squad thaf of Christ.
thorities about Ray s extradi- handled Britain's Great Train,; As Paul Bridgman, he. 
hon, a procedure which woulq'jobbery case, and Chief Inspect knocked on the door of Mr. and 
ake two to three weeks under |or Kenneth Thomson. The^ Mrs. Adam Szpakowski’s board! 
lormal conditions. But if Rav Lre reported offering Vinsorij |ng house April 8, four days aft-l 

(hired lawyers to challenge M|u]| co-operation in speeding thei^r the assassination of Dr. Mar- 
action, the process could mj extradition process. " ............... - - - --
considerably longer with an ini- „ ... ...Talking with newsmen, Vinson 

declined to say if he would seek 
to return Ray on the federal 
charge of conspiring to deny 
King his civil rights or on a Ten­
nessee charge that he murdered
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tial hearing and possible ap­
peals.

Ray, 40 years old, was being 
kept under tight security at Can­
non Row police station in prepa­
ration for his appearance this 
morning at Bow Street Magis- King. ; '
irate s court, ne win answer
there to two charges arising out^ would ^ve 
of his arrest at Heathrow airport applied ^ gM* 
-traveling under a P^8-fw the prfc^ 
port and illegal possession of a rest—to keep him in jail-under 
SBfflU -—-—» Jhr British-American extradition '

A Yard spokesman said Ray treaty.

trate’s court He will answer

tin Luther King, jr., in Memphis, 
asked the weekly rate, then j 
handed over the first week’s: 
rent—$10.

A Letter Arrives '
Two weeks later, Mrs. Szpak­

owski said, a letter arrived for 
Bridgman bearing the return 
address of 70 Lombard street, 
Toronto, the provincial regis-
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