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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via TELETYPE

TO: DIRECTOR 
MEMPHIS 
CHICAGO 
JACKSONVILLE

F B I

Date: 4/6/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

DEFERRED
(Priority)

FROM KNOXVILLE (157-1298) RUC

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. RM

INDIVIDUAL

KSONVILLERE J

KATHLEE BAKER

ING

T0 WEEtecoQK

FIFTEEN YEARS.

LEGS AMPUTATED

TELETYPE TO BUREAU APRIL SIX, INSTANT

FOREE HOSPITAL, ATHENS, TENN CALLS

DESCRIPTION AS OLAF) (PH) WEBB IDENTICAL

COOK EMPLOYED FOREE HOSPITAL FOR APPROXIMATELY

COOK DIED TWO YEARS AGO AFTER HAVING BOTH

DUE TO A DIABETIC CONDITION. ESTIMATED IF

COOK WERE ALIVE TODAY, HE WOULD BE ABOUT FIFTYFIVE YEARS

OF AGE. BAKER HAD NO INFORMATION CONCERNING COOK SEEKING

EMPLOYMENT WITH CHICAGO PD OR GOING TO CHICAGO TO WORK FOR

PD

END

GFZ/arb

(1)

Approved:
Special A in Charge

Sent L.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

30,0-107

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC date: 4-7-68

FROM : WILLIAM T. BECKLER

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

At 12:50 AM today ROBERT MULLIN"Xid MICKEY BUSBY, students at 
Memphis State University, residence 331 McCord Hall, phone Memphis 
321-234-9> advised the following information;

Today while hitch-hiking to Knoxville from Memphis they were 
picked up at Brownsville, Tenn, at-, about 6:00 PM by an individual 
who gave his name as BUD KTCHELL,-A^e 25 to 30, six ft., dark brown 
hair, short normal cut, 145 to 150 lbs., well dressed, medium build, X 
driving pale yellow mustang automobile, bearing Maryland license GJ7883V-

MITCHELL told complainants that he had been to Memphis and was 
returning Washington, D.C. Said lived in Maryland where had wife whom 
he had run out on about two months ago. Said that he was an ex-government 
employee,believed to be some type investigative agency.

MITCHELL stated that he had gone to Memphis "to see King march at 
an earlier date but King chickened out because of the snow." Said that 
he had pistol under dash of car and that he owned a rifle. MITCHELL 
allegedly told complainants that "things will quieten down after they
bury that creep" and also & it

He said that he had been to Ripley, Tenn

^e-s-±d^nk--wiTJ--pr0habJrybe^^ 
o get an M-l rifle and clips.
visiting his relatives on this

trip. 7 I ■
——"MITCHELL let MULLIN and BUSBY out- 
12:30 AM this date.

MULMN and BUSBY will be visiting
Sunday April 7 instant and will heturn

at U of T, Knoxville, at about

at UT, room J6o4, Hess hall 
Memphis State on Monday next.

No record Knoxville indices re any of above persons

fctjAViUi

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via TELETYPE

TO

FROM

F B I

Date: 4/8/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(P riority)

CLEVELAND 
MEMPHIS

KNOXVILLE (44-696)

MURKIN; CIVIL RIGHTS

RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE TO KNOXVILLE APRIL SEVEN, LAST

MEMPHIS TELETYPE TO ALL OFFIC

HERTZ CORP. RENTAL RECORDS R T LIGHT GREEN SIXTYEIGHT

APRIL SEVEN, LAST

GRALLA PUBLISHINGMUSTANG RENTED BY C. H. MCCORMACK

CO., THREE FIVE ZERO

CLEVELAND, OHIO. CAR

APRIL THREE, LAST, AT

METROPOLITAN 'AIRPORT

SIX W. ONE HUNDRED FORTYFIFTH ST

SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN RETURNED

NASHVILLE, TENN. CAR RETURNED TO

MEMPHIS, THREE FIFTEEN PM, APRIL FIVE

LAST. EMPLOYER HANDLING RENTAL RECALLED ONLY THAT MC CORMACK

INSISTED ON A MUSTANG

CLEVELAND, LOCATE MC CORMACK AND ELIMINATE HIM AS

SUSPECT

END

Approved: Sent Per
Special Agent in Charge
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
MEMORANDUM

TO ALL AGENTS (44-696) DATE? 4/8/68

OM? SAC

UNSUB;
MARTIN LUTHER KING - VICTIM (MURDER) 
CR
MURKIN

The abbreviated code name for captioned case is MURKIN
All leads in captioned matter are to be afforded immediate, thorough 
and imaginative attention. Exhaust all possibilities from such 
leads, as any one lead could result in the solution of this most 
important investigation. Agents receiving leads will be held 
personally responsible for any failure to promptly and thoroughly 
handle investigations in this matter.

For your information, the pertinent periods in investigation
are 3/29 and 30/68 in Birmingham, Alabama, when subject was known 
to be in that area, and 4/4/68 in Memphis, Tennessee at time of 
commission of offense. In event any data developed re suspects, 
if it can be established that the suspects could not have been 
in Birmingham, Alabama on 3/29 and 30/68, or in Memphis, Tennessee 
on 4/4/68, this may eliminate the suspect. If this cannot be 
done, efforts should be made to secure photographs of suspects 
and forward photographs to Memphis and Birmingham for possible 
elimination, Descriptive data should be included with photographs,

If unable to eliminate on basis of established whereabouts
in pertinent periods, efforts should be made to secure finger­
prints of suspect in question and submit to Bureau for elimination,

A composite description based on data developed in Birminghan 
and Memphis is as follows?

Sex 
Race 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair

Eyes

Male
White 
26 to 40 
5'8" to 5*11" 
150 to 170 pounds
Dark brown or sandy, combed
straight back 
Blue or green

WEEsat ^ 
^i" 44-696

bta-»iu£
1 - 66-3
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UNITED STATES 
MEMORANDUM

GOVERNMENT

TO FILE

FROM

MURKIN 
CR

Re my

(44-696) DATES 4/9/68

memo to all Agents 4/8/68

This is the
KING# JR* on. 4/4/68 in Memphis.. Tennessee

involving the murder of MARTIN LUTHER

Under no circumstances should it be revealed that the 
1owing investigation is in connection with captioned matter.

It has been determined that a rifle abandoned near the 
scene of the. crime was purchased in Birmingham# Alabama# 3/30/68# 
by an individual using the name HARVEY LOWMEYER or LOWERo The 
same individual had purchased a rifle in Birmingham on 3/29/68 and 
this rifle was traded in on the one purchased 3/30/68* LOWMEYER
or LOWNYER

LOWER, 
records,

In

is generally desc 
150 to 1.60 pounds

"ibed as white male, 36 years oId 
. black or dark brown hair.

view of the unusual nature of the names LOWMEYER and
.immediately check all city directories# voter registration
and

and LOWMYER„ 
registration

credit and criminal records on the surnames LOWMEYER 
Also determine whether in your county automobile
records filed alphabetically. If so# check these

If not# include this fact in the insert dictated by you

For your information# headquarters city will check all 
telephone directories in this division and all drivers’ license 
records are being checked at Memphis. Knoxville indices contain 
no references to individual having the surname LOWMEYER or LOWMYER

Any individuals identified as bearing these surnames should 
be. immediately checked out covering the pertinent periodo

Handle immediate1

WFE s at
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LEADS ASSIGNED AS FOLLOWS:

-Chattanooga & Hamilton County - SA WELBORN

Bledsoe, Marion & Sequatchie Counties - SA HUDSON

/t/i C- McMinn & Monroe Counties - SA LENNON

^Bradley, Meigs & Polk Counties - SA MURPHREE

Washington, Greene & Unicoi Counties

Carter & Johnson Counties - SA WIDENER

^£0^ Sullivan County - SA LORAH

/^(^ Hancock & Hawkins Counties - SA QUIRIN

Cocke & Hamblen Counties - SA MOODY

/C 6Claiborne, Jefferson, Union & Grainger 
' SA STARNES

Anderson County - SA QUINN

Loudon & Roane Counties - SA JOHNSON

/^t^ Campbell, Morgan & Scott Counties - SA

SA MORRISON

Counties

VAN RIPER

Coffee, Grundy, Warren & Van Buren Counties 
SA MEWHORTER

Bedford, Franklin, Lincoln & Moore Counties - SA AARON

Blount & Sevier Counties - SA RIKE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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F B I

Date: 4/7/68

Transmit the following in
(type in plain text or code)

AIR MAILVia AIRTEL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO SAC, KNOXVILLE

FROM SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

SUBJECT: MURKIN - CR

Note ’’CHANGED” title
OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.”

Previously carried under ”ASSINATION

All offices receiving 
|ias designated above caption

copies of this Airtel note that Bureau
as approved code word for; investigatioi

dealing with murder of Dr KING

Information under above caption should pertain only to 
investigation that may have bearing on identifying subject instant 
case. All other information pertaining to racial incidents, and 
racial activity arising out of assassination of Dr. KING should 
not be submitted under above caption, but should be subtaitted 
by interested offices under the appropriate caption pertaining to 
Racial Matters. ■

In addition, all offices in receipt of this information 
should re-canvass any Criminal Informants, Security Informants, 
and Racial Informants for possible knowledge concerning assassina? 
tion, with specific emphasis directed toward informants in known 
hate groups

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

ALL COPIES AIR MAIL:

2
2

2
2
2

i KNOXVILLE 
- ANCHORAGE 
- HONOLULU 
- LAS VEGAS 
- MIAMI 
- NEW HAVEN 
- OMAHA

RGJ :ME 
(26)

2 - SAN DIEGO
2 - TAMPA '
2 - WASHINGTON FIELD
2 - SAN JUAN
2 - SACRAMENTO
2 - MEMPHIS

Approved: Sent
. Special Aq/nt in Charge

M P
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LEADS ASSIGNED:

Chattanooga & Hamilton County - SA WELBORN

Rhea, Bledsoe, Marion & Sequatchie Counties - SA HUDSON

McMinn & Monroe Counties -SA LENNON

Bradley, Meigs & Polk Counties - SA MURPHREE

Washington, Greene & Unicoi Counties

Carter & Johnson Counties - SA WIDENER

Sullivan County - SA LORAH

Hancock & Hawkins Counties - SA QUIRIN

Cocke & Hamblen Counties - SA MOODY

Claiborne, Jefferson, Union & Grainger

Anderson County - SA QUINN

^.-^'Loudon & Roane Counties - SA JOHNSON

Campbell, Morgan & Scott Counties - SA

SA MORRISON

Counties - SA STARNES

VAN RIPER

Coffee, Grundy, Warren & Van Buren Counties - SA MEWHORTER

Bedford, Franklin, Lincoln & Moore Counties - SA AARON

Blount & Sevier Counties - SA RIKE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rej. S-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via TELETYPE

F B I

(Type in plaintext or code)

Date: 4/9/68

(Priority)

TO: SACS MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM

FROM: KNOXVILLE (44-696)

MURKIN

Mia AEA A; TGP

INFORMATIO

MARTIN LA VERNE

RE BMHM TE

PREVIOUS

KX AND ME HIS TODAY

FURNISHED BUREAU IN REPORT CAPTIONED

RISK DASH THREE EIGHT NINE FIVE FOUR DASH OR

ILE ONE SIXTEEN DASH TWO SIX NINE SIXX SIX.

This REBORT INDICATES CRISP CLAIMS MEMBERSHIP ASSOCIATION GEORGIA

KLANS SEVERAL YEARS A^O. CRISP INTERVIEWED RE STATEMENT MADE

REGARDING MURDER OF KING AND RESULTS FURNISHED BUREAUS VIA

AIRTEL JUNE TWENTY, SIXTYTHREE, BUFILE ONE FIFTYSEVEN DASH TWO

NINE FOUR.

A.J FISHER, JR., SECURITY OFFICER, Y DASH TWELVE PLANT

UNION CARBIDE, OAK RIDGE, ADVISED THIS DATE EMPLOYMENT RECORDS

SHOW CRISP WORKED FIVE DAYS, AKPRIL ONE THROUGH FIVE FRO M

SEVEN AM TO THREE PM EACH DAY

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM S. KNOXVILLE

BRANCH

HUNDRED

JLF/jlf

RARK NATIONAL BANNK, SHOWS CRISP'S SALARY AT SIX

DOLLARS PER MONTH

Approved: y _____________
t' Z/Special Agent in Charge

Sent M Per
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

PAGE TWO

KX 44-696

KX FILES SHOW CRISP DESCRIBED WHITE, MALE, DOB,[

ROBBINSVILLE, N.C., SIX FK. FOUR IN

DNE EIGHTYH TWO HUNDRED LBS., BLUE GRAY EYES, MARRIED, WIFE

MARY VIRGINIA CRISP, FBI NO. THREE THREE FOUR THREE ZERO NINE

EIGHT, RESIDENCE TWO ZERO ONE SEVEN FLAGLER AVE., NW, KX.

EMPLOYED UNION CARBIDE, Y DASH TWELVE PLANT, OAK RIDGE, TENN.

NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED AT KX UAC.

Approved:  Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1062 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC (44-696) date: 4-10-68

FROM SA JOE D. STARNES

subject: MURKIA 
CR

Re memo from SAC dated 4-9-68.

On 4-9-68, SA JOE D. STARNES contacted 
the following indivi uals regarding HARVEY LOWMEYER 
or LOWMYER in the Counties indicated and no information 
about him could be found in the records checked:

JEFFERSON COUNTY

C. F. HARDY, County Clerk, Dandridge, Tenn

BETTY BALLARD, Deputy Clerk, Sessions and 
Circuit Court, Dandridge, Tenn.

CAROL BALES (voter registration), Register 
of Deeds

C. F. HARDY, County Clerk, stated that 
automobile registration records are filed in his 
office by license number only and not alphabetically.

The Clerk of the Circuit and Sessions Court 
for Jefferson County was contacted in lieu of contacting 
OVAL "DICK" JARNIGAN, Sheriff of Jefferson County, who
was out campaigning at the time.

It is noted that 
are recorded in either the

all arrests in the County 
records of the Sessions

Court or the District Court.

GRAINGER COUNTY:

Circuit

County,

NANCY ROACH, Deputy Clerk, Sessions and 
Court, Rutledge, Tennessee.

DENNIS BOWMAN, Deputy Sheriff, Grainger 
Rutledge, Tennessee.

5010-108

JDS:gsh 
(2)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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KX 44-696

Mrs. W. H. KITWELL (voter registration)
Office of the Superintendent of Roads, Rutledge 
Tenn.

WALLACE COPE, Clerk, Grainger County
stated automobile registration filed only by license 
number and not alphabetically.

UNION COUNTY:

LODINE SMITH, Secretary, County Court
Clerk, Maynardville, Tennessee, stated automobile 
registration records on file only by license 
number and not alphabetically.

BERNICE SEXTON, Clerk and Master, Union 
County, Tenn.

HORACE DALE, Clerk, Sessions and Circuit 
Court, Maynardville, Tenn.

It is noted that there are no city directories
in Jefferson, Grainger and Union Counties. There is 
no credit Bureau in any of these counties.
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OPTIONAL FORM Na 10
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR <41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

FROM

SAC (44-696) date: 4/9/68

IC ROBERT E. SWABE

subject: MURKIN 
CR

Re Bureau teletype to all Continental Offices 
dated 4/8/68.

On 4/9/68 Mrs. WILLIAM CARPENTER, Clerk, Knox
County Election Commissioner's Office, made available to 
the writer all Voter Registration records for Knox County, 
Tennessee. A review of these records by the writer failed 
to reflect the name HARVEY LOWMEYER or HARVEY LOWMYER.

On 4/9/68 the following individuals were contacted
by the writer and requested to search their respective records 
concerning HARVEY LOWMEYER and HARVEY LOWMYER, at which 
time they advised that no record could be located concerning 
the above-mentioned names:

Mrs. HARRIET W. GRAY, Knox County Sheriff's 
Office;

Mrs. HAZEL BROOKS, Knoxville Police Department;
Mrs. ALICE JULIAN, Knoxville Credit Bureau.

A review of the Knoxville City Directories and
Telephone Directories for all cities covered by the 
Knoxville Division was made by the writer on 4/9/68 in 
attempt to locate a listing for the name HARVEY LOWMEYER 
and HARVEY LOWMYER with negative results.

RES:Ihm
(2) ^-C^2^

5010-108
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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?6jXX 1 >\l C A GU : u Ei*’; rh J. S

gAgNIX rrJSELEY# SLiFtMinENDtNlG OHIO BUREAU OF CRIMINAL

identification and investigation# London# ohiu# advised david

r'« SCBjGbS# TENNESSEE HUSEAIJ UE INVESTIGATION., XIEGSPOXT,
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

nnu 4/10/68

Mr. BRYAN GREENE, General Manager, Hertz corporation, '
Knoxville Municipal Airport, Knoxville, Tennessee, advised 
that his records reflected the following information.

On April 1, 1968, his office received a teletype
from the Cleveland Office of the Hertz Corporation reserving 
a car for Mr. C. H. McCORMICK, Gralla Publishing Company, 
3506 West 145th Street, Cleveland, Ohio. McCORMICK arrived 
at the Knoxville Municipal Airport at 10i30 the same day and 
presented to the rental office a Hertz Corporation Credit card 
number 3361-870-0008BNA70, and Ohio driver's license bearing 
his name and number U462266.

The car requested and received by McCORMICK was a
1968 light green Mustang bearing Tennessee license number 
BY-5016. The mileage out was 4,404. McCORMICK indicated on 
the application that he intended to return said car to Nash­
ville, Tennessee on April 3, 1968.

Arrangements for the rental of this car were pre­
pared under Rental Agreement No. 3959207. He stated that he 
had not received official notification as of this date 
regarding the return of this Mustang. He concluded by 
stating he did not believe McCORMICK to have stayed in the 
Knoxville, Tennessee area over night inasmuch as his local 
address at Knoxville would have been noted on the rental 
agreement.

On 4/8/68 at Knoxville, Tennessee Filea KX 44-696~ ^ /_________

by SA EMIL P. MOSCHELLA/clf ____________ Date dictated 4/9/68
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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JI'ISVILLE AT FADUCAHi -.LVIEK NATIONAL >1 ERI TI Pi t UElJE

A RECORDS rUP: INAJRAATIuN RE SUSPECT GALT COP,KING

!Jri I ! J IN I V L ' foO A: j b '
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AV£^U£> EE r<££ PLEDGE ARE CONTACT 7,1 TH SUSPECT AT

A J 7 EL •
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PLOT GALT GPU YAY NOT BE A UNION PECEBEA *

ill contact logical sea/jan's ^ael'L'Ej houses for record

SECT­

Ei'.' Oh£".ANN Ai7 HAY On UjUULj iElVIl,': NeTOe VEHICLE rCUOEDS
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