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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/11/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO CINCINNATI (157-1893) AND MEMPHIS

FROM KNOXVILLE (44-696)

MURKIN, CR.

SUSPECT LESTER CLIFFORD LEE.

RE CINCINNATI TELETYPE APRIL TEN LAST.

LEE IS NOT KNOWN TO HAVE RESIDED IN KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 

SINCE APPROXIMATELY LAST AUGUST. HIS MOST RECENT KNOWN ADDRESS 

WAS THREE THREE NINE FOUR DARIS BOULEVARD, COLUMBUS, OHIO, 

TELEPHONE NUMBER EIGHT EIGHT TWO DASH ZERO ONE TWO NINE. WAS 

KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN AT THAT ADDRESS AS RECENTLY AS MARCH 

TWENTYFIVE LAST.

LEE'S BONDSMAN AT KNOXVILLE ADVISES HE WAS NOT CONTACTED 

BY LEE. ^.jM^fcSfife^e-HAS NOT HEARD FROM LEE RECENTLY AND OTHERS 

IN KNOXVILLE ACQUAINTED WITH LEE ADVISE THEY HAVE NOT SEEN 

HIM RECENTLY.

CINCINNATI AT COLUMBUS DETERMINE IF LEE STILL RESIDING AT 

THREE THREE NINE FOUR DARIS BOULEVARD AND, IF SO, DETERMINE 
r~ 

END PAGE ONE 
WFEiat

Approved
Special Agent in Charge
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC (Uh-696) date: h/10/68

FROM : SA L. NELMS JOHNSON

subject: MURKIN 
CR

Re Memo SAC t© FILE, h/9/68.

On h/10/68 the f©ll@wing were checked in regard t© the name HARVE!
LOWMEYER or LOWMYER with negative results;

196b (latest) City Directory For Roane County, Tenn.
1966 (latest) City Directory F®r Loudon County, Tenn.

CREDIT BUREAUS;
Mrs. FliRhiNt'Ei ROBERTS, Credit Bureau of Roane County, Harriman, Tenn.
Mrs. J. G. BROWDER, Credit Bureau of Loudon County, Lenoir City, Tenn.

UW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES:
ALFRED E. STRICKLAND, Deputy, Roane County Sheriff’s Office, Kingston, Tenn.
ERNEST GUIDER, Sheriff, Loudon County Sheriff’s Office, L@ud@n, Tenn.
GRADY LANGLEY, Ass’t. Chief of Police, Harriman, Tenn.
GLENN LANGLEY, City Judge, Harriman, Tenn.
RAY GULLETT, Chief of Police, Kingston, Tenn.
HOWARD BUTLER, City Recorder, Rockwood, Tenn.

VOTER REGISTRATION RECORDS:
Mrs. VIVIAN BRADSHAW, Registrar, Voter Registration Records, Loudon, Tenn. 
Mr. FRANK SIGMAN, Registrar, V " ” " , Kingston, Tenn.

Automobile registration records are not filed alphebetically in either 
Roane or Leudon County, Tenn.

LNj/

5010-108
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM

SAC (Uh-696) date: Lt/lO/68

SA L. NELMS JOHNSON

subject: MURKIN
CR

Re Memo to FILE, h/9/68

The following laundries in Roane and Loudon Counties were contacted with 
negative results in regard to laundry tags manufactured by the Textile Marking 
Company and marketed under the trade name Therm© Seal Marking Tape:

Mrs* UNRENA HARVEY, Model Laundry and Cleaners, Harriman, Tenn* 
Sanitary Laundry & Dry Cleaners, KENNETH BROWN, Rockwood, Tenn. 
Mrs. MARGARET SMALLEN, Bailey Bros. Laundry & Cleaners, Lenoir City, Tenn. 
Mr. J. M. TALLENT, Tallent Laundry, Leniir City, Tenn.
Mrs. CLEO GULLTS, Loudon Cleaners, Loudon, Tenn*

LNJ/

t/ Q'

SEARCH

5010-108

SERIAU7 1 196b

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll avings Plan
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OPTIONAL FORM Na 10
MAY >982 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101*11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC date: 4/10/68

FROM : SA JOHN E. COOK (44-696)

subject: MURKIN

On 4/9,10/68 the following laundries in the Chattanooga and 
Hamilton County area were contacted and it was determined that none of 
them use the Thermo Seal Marking Tape. These laundries all use paper 
tape secured by staples or make marking directly on the fabric:

Bel Air ^loaners, Chattanooga.
’ HIT!; STAR LAUNDRY, Chattanooga, Tenn.
Top Hat Cleaners and Laundry, Chattanooga, Tenn.
Sanitary Cleaners and ^hirt ^aundry, Chattanooga.
Sanitary Cleaners, Inc., Chattanooga.
Red Bank Cleaners, Red Bank, Chattanooga.
Phillips Laundry, Chattanooga.
O3X.X One Hour Valet of Chattanooga.
One Hour Martinizing, Rossville, Ga.
Norge Village of East ividge, Chattanooga.
Kleen A Matic, Rossville, Ga.
HOME STEAM LAUNDRY, Rossville, Ga.
Hixson Cleaners and Laundry, Hixson, Tenn.
Hand Craft Cleaners, Chattanooga.
ABC Drive In Cleaners, Chattanooga.
Blancett Bros Cleaners and Laundry, Chattanooga.
Carriage Cleaners, Chattanooga
Chattanooga Steam Laundry, Chattanooga.
Gordon’s Cleaners, Chattanooga.
Gulf Overall Co., Chattanooga
Rex Hale’s Laundry and Cleaners, Rossville, Ga.
Collegedale laundry and Cleaners, Collegedale, Tenn
On 4/9/68 ^r. DAVID WAY, Plymouth ^aundry, Chattanooga, advised 

that his company is the largest in the. Chattanooga area with a number 
of branches and also does laundry work for a large number of dry cleaners 
and Iranch laundries in the area. As far as he knows his company is the 
only one in this area that uses a cloth marking, tape which is self adhering 
to fabric. The taoe used comes in 12 different colors and red is one of 
these colors. The tape and machine used by his company is ’’Polymark” 
brand manufactured by the Pinnacle ^orp., He is not familiar with Thermo 
Seal Marking Tape or t’ e ihermo Seal Marking Machine. Mr. WAY stated 
that he had checked with his superintendent a long time laundry employee 
who is familiar with laundry operations. He is familiar with the Thermo 
Seal Tape but advised that no one in this area uses this equipment. 
Mr. WAY advised that at present there is not a laundry equipment jobber 
or supply house in Chattanooga and that there marking tape is ordered throu 
ggh Phoenix ^upply Co., Atlanta, Ga.

JEC

8010-108
Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings^
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1002 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO S

Sa
FROM

subject:

member s

44-696)

WELBORN

IKIK

KX
dated 4-8-68

Ref. Te1 instructs 
, ml utemen, other

with violent proclivities

date: 4-10-68

1:0. JA , i t

all designated of 
hate Groups membe
and determine

ALCLIS

rabble Wowsers and others
their whereabouts durirg

pertinent periodj .
” Chattanooga RA territory does not nave any minutemen,
hate groups other than DK,KKKK,In c., and no Rabble Rousers. 
Informants familiar with activities of pK,KW,Inc^and It’s members 
report there are no known members of this organization whoreportedly 
have the potential for captioned crime. Continued investigation 
of DK,KKKK,Inc. ove - period past several years has not io entitled 
any current individuals with potential for such violence with hie 
exception of JANES EDWIN CALLAHAN, Kx. Bomb Suspect, KX Eles 
-157-73 and 174-121. He is listed as such due to his placing a , 
dvnamite bomb at residence of a Captain of Chattanooga Fire ire vention
Bureau. Bomb did not explode and Gallahan scheduleo ior trial 4-IO-60 

Three Bomb Suspects Beside in Chattan ooga or Hamilton
tenn. : JA-US Eifa- GALEAIAN, RCiX^JDa^.SHARP, 7'

Following'Racial Informants have been contacted regularly .rom 
h-u-68 thru 4-IO-68 in effort to develop© information re suspect 
captio-ed case. All -net with negative results: KX 1 OO4 A, KX 1016 R, 

KX 1023 R, and KX 1025 R-
RE JANAS EDWIN G iLKliAN ,

Mrs. Beatrice King (Charles), 2o>3 Glass Chattanooga
Tenn, advised on 4-9-68 she is babysitter for Gallahan family.Sne 
reported seeing James Edwina Gallahan every afternoon and evening 
on" several occasions eavyyday between hours 4PM and 8PM auring t je

& cc 1 co
1
1
1
1

co 
00 
co

114-69.691
1^173 (James Edwin Callahan) 

Sharp)174-109 (Roger Dale _
17L-110 (Gary Robert Dixon)
100-3301 (DK,KKKK,Inc.)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Saving Plan
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RE: GARY ROBERT DIXON

CARLOS WILSON, Manager, Esso Service Station, Daisy, 
Tennessee, on April 9, 1968, advised SA DAVE COOK that GARY 
ROBERT DIXON is an employee of this service station, working 
six days a week. According to WILSON DIXON worked through­
out the week of April 1-5, 1968, with the exception of 
his off day, Wednesday.

RE: ROGER DALE SHARP

CLAUDE SHARP, employed Furlow - Miles ^ord Motor ^o.,
Brainerd Road, Chattanooga, Tennessee, on ^pril 10, 1968 
advised he was incontact with his son ROGER DALE SHARP 
through out the week of April 1-5, 1968 and knows he was 
in Chattanooga - Hamilton COunty, through out this time. 
According to SHARP, his son recently married SUE SHIELDS 
of McMinnville, Tennessee. $he was formerly a nurse at 
Children’s Hospital, Chattanooga.

As all of the Bomb Suspects were in Chattanooga,
on hursday, pril 4, 1968, no other inquiry being made 
concerning their activities.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
: SAC (Ui-696) date: 4/10/68

FROM I SA THOMAS VAN RIPER

subject: MURKIN

The only non-coin operated laundry, known to be in the Northern
Road-Trip Territory, Oak ^idge Resident Agency, is Lusby’s Laundry, operated by 
Collins Lusby, Indiana Avenue, LaFollette, Tennessee.

On 4/10/68 Mir. LUSBY advised his laundry does not use a Thermo-Seal
Laundry Marking Machine, that attaches red tags to the garments.

Lusby advised he uses only an India ink marking machine that me/rely
markri the collars of shirts washed in the laundry.

2-44-696

5010-108

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payr
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SAC, MEMPHIS 4/9/68

SAC, CHARLOTTE (157-5800) (P)

ASSASSINATION CT MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR.
RM

4/4/68;
Re Knoxville teletype to Charlotte and Memphis

Charlotte teletype to Memphis and Knoxville 44^68

At 10:38 p.s., 4/4/68, JAMES M. UNDERHILL placed
free Charlotte a long distance telephone call to JIM WEST 
at telephone 487-9453, Shelby, N. C. The telephone vac answered 
by a person sounding like an elderly white sale, who stated 
JIM WEST was not there. After sone delay, he identified 
hinself as LEM PATTERSON, and conversation continued with his. 
After a short period, bo turned the telephone over to another 
person who identified hinself as MERMAN PATTERSON, son o£LEM 
PATTERSON. During further conversation, the younger PATTERSON 
was asked his niddle nano and he stated it was ms.

HERMAN EUGENE PATTERSON sounded obviously intoxicated
and during the conversation nentioned he had been taking sone 
"pills" that day. It was extrenoly difficult to get any kind 
of coherent story from bin and he at first denied any 
knowledge of JIM WEST and then later said that WEST had been 
there earlier that evening and had been drinking heavily and 
had left to go get sone wore to drink*

HERMAN EUGENE PATTERSON stated he had been in Shelby
all that day but did not give any clear account of his 
activities. Later during his rashling conversation, ho said 
he had been in Knoxville, Tenn., up until a week or so earlier 
and had returned to Shelby when the fanily wired his coney. 
Still later he said he had left Shelby on the corning of 4/4/68

d>- Knoxville (Info) t j

2 - Charlotte
JMUsjwr 
(6)
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CB 157-5800

and had gone to Nashville and Knoxville* Tenn. * returning to 
Shelby about 8:00 p.m. At various tines during the conversation 
he said tee tend gone to Nashville by hitching a ride with a truck 
driver and also said he had traveled by plane to Nashville 
and Knoxville.

Further during the conversation* which was not 
coherent* he stated ho had that morning drawn his pay from 
Nowell Stroup of the Cherryville Nursery* for grading work he 
had done. He said tee had taken this money which amounted to 
about #12* to make the trip on.

HERMAN EUGENE PATTERSON was asked where he bad been 
in Tennessee and he would only say he had been at a poolroom 
in Knoxville and claimed he did not know the nano of it or 
its location or the mm of the operator.

HERMAN EUGENE PATTERSON denied any knowledge of any 
telephone call having been node to the FBI free that telephone
on 
tee

at

that date by anyone. At several points during the conversation 
denied any knowledge of a JIM VEST.

It is pointed out there is no commercial air service 
Shelby* the nearest commercial airport being at Charlotte*

approximately 40 Miles away

HERMAN EUGENE PATTERSON and LEM PATTERSON stated the 
above telephone was located at the residence of IBM PATTERSON* 
627 8. DeKalb 8t.* Shelby.

SAs FRANCIS X. BRADSHAW and JANES M. UNDERHILL conducted 
the following investigation on 4/5/68:

Detective HOWARD SMITH* Shelby PD, stated that 
BBRMAN EUGENE PATTERSON is the son of LEM PATTERSON, who lives 
at 627 8. DeKalb. IBM PATTERSON has operated a grocery store 
at that location for a number of years but recently suffered 
a stroke and has great difficulty in talking or getting around 
Another son operates Patterson's Cleaners at the rear of the

T7Tsane location. All EUGENE PATTERSON is a notorious town
drunk and teas been for years. Detective SMITH knows that 
HERMAN EUGENE PATTERSON had been away for sone tine up until

2
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CE 157*5800

qm who had aada the call a&d indicated it had Just been to 
see what the officer# would do. In addition, within the last 
week, PATORSOK had telephoned the PD and said there wa# going 
to be a riot but he did not give any details or where it 
would take place. Be had not given bis nano but his voice 
had been recognised and the call had been disregarded. On 
another recent occasion, be bad telephoned the FD giving sone 
false nase which was not recalled, and said there was going 
to be a bomb placed at sone unrecalled location and node the 
consent, ’’low’ll find out where when it happens.** Detective 
SMITH bad been th* one answering the telephone and ho recognised 
the voice of PATTERSON and called his by his first nano, after 
which PATTERSON gave his own full nano and cursed the officer 
for recognising his voice. Mo arrest action had been taken 
as a result of this incident.

Detective SMITH stated he had no knowledge of any
JIM VEST in Shelby except for an attorney JAMES A. WST, and 
definitely he was not any associate of PATTERSON and would not 
be hanging around drinking with bin.

Detective MII1B stated in his opinion if a telephone
call frcn a person claiming to bo JIM WEST had boon nade to 
the FBI accusing HERMAN PATTERSON of being involved in 
sonothing, the call had probably boon nade by HKRMAN PATTERSON 
himself. Bo stated the only reason he could suggest for 
these activities on the part of PATTERSON was a desire to 
attract attention or to possibly play tricks on the police.

Mrs. JAMES T. WEST, 604 LeGrand St., Shelby, stated
her husband is not related in any way to AN EUGEKE PATTERSON
or his family, fte stated sho knows of another family named 
WEST in Shelby and has no knowledge or reason to believe 
that they are in any way related to the PATTERSON# or have 
any association with then.

On 4/5/68, WILLARD PATTERSON and his Wife MAE
wore interviewed at their residence located at the rear of 
627 8. DeEhlb St. Mr. PATTERSON is the brother of MERMAN 
EUGENE PATTERSON and is the operator of Patterson*# Cleaners
Be expressed himself as completely disgusted with HERMAN
PATTERSON, saying he is a notorious and constant drunk and 
has as little to do with him as possible. However, since he

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CE 157-5800

stays vita ths father at their house at the ease legation, 
he doos see his constantly. Both WILLARD MTTXR80K and his 
wife stated that KERMAf EUGENE PATTERSOW had been in Knoxville 
and other unknown locations in Tennessee for several seeks 
up until shout three weeks ago. At that tine he contacted 
the family and his father sent his money to cone hone on. 
HERMAN EUGENE PATTERSON had worked for a few days doing 
grading work for Cherryville Nurseries, but got drunk over 
the weekend of 3/30/68. Ko received a fine in court on 4/2/68 
but was not required to pay it on that particular date. They 
continued that on the naming of 4/4/68 KERMAN EUGENE PATTERSON 
had said he ms going to Cherryville to collect his pay in 
order to pay off his fine. Senetine after noon, he case back 
to that neighborhood and said he had paid his fine. At that 
tine he was drinking and continued to be very drunk and Mr. 
and Mrs. PATTERSON stated they had seen bin at least three 
tines between 3:00 p.n. and 11:00 p.m. on 4/4/68. Part of 
that tine he had been in their house since Mrs. PATTERSON had 
gotten him to cone in and lie down just to get bin off the 
streets.

WILLARD PATTERSON stated that HERMAN EUGENE PATTERSON
had called over fron the bouse of their father at the tine the 
news cane over the radio or television about the killing of 
MARTIN LUTHER KINO, and BERMAN EUGENE had consented An his 
drunken fashion that he was elated over this occurrence.

WILLARD PATTERSON stated he knows of a JAMES WEST
in Shelby but there is no WEST who is related to his family 
or to the family of the wife of BERMAN EUGENE PATTERSON. In 
addition, he has no knowledge of any JIM WEST being an associate 
of HERMAN EUGENE PATTERSON or of ever being in or around the 
home of their father, LEH PATTERSON.

On 4/5/68, AN EUGENE PATTERSON was located at
the hone of a neighbor near his father's house. At that time 
he appeared sober. Ke stated that he had been at various 
places in and around Knoxville, Tens.* up until about a month 
ago, when the family sent him money and he came home. For

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CX 157-5800

about two week* ho has boon working for HOWELL STBOUP doing 
grading work, but has not worked in the last few day*. Be 
was arrested over the past weekend in Shelby for being drunk 
and on 4/4/68 he went down to the Clerk of Court** Office to 
pay his fine. He found be did not have enough nosey and he 
hitched a ride with an unknown Negro truck driver to Cherryville 
to collect hi* pay. Be said he went there once before 8:00 
a.a. and again about noon. Be collected hi* pay of sonothing 
under 830 and returned to Shelby and paid his fine, paying it 
sonetine around noon.

Bo continued that after that he wont out and got 
drunk and spent noct of the afternoon and evening in and around 
hi* father's house. Be recalled that he had been at one tine 
on 4/4/68 at the service station operated by HOWARD LEWIS in 
Shelby, and that at one tine on that date ho had ridden in 
a cab driven by ADAH HUNT.

PATTERSON stated he had no knowledge of a 3IM WEST 
but said he believed he had hoard that none in the last day 
or two, and possibly it was the nano of the Negro truck driver 
who had given hi* a ride to Cherryville. Be denied any 
knowledge of a telephone call having been nade to the FBI in 
Knoxville. Be added that when he gets drunk he does not reneaber
what happens. Be did renenber having talked to agent crailLL 
on the telephone on the night of 4/4/68. FATTERSOH was strongly
warned against naking any tala* call* to the FBI on police 
agencies.

The following description van obtained through 
observation and interview:

Bae* 
Age

Bora

Height 
Weight 
Build

Wit# 
35 
Ba* weatherbeaten appearance 
asd looks about 45

Sholby, W. C. 
5*6” 
150 lbs.
Hediun to stocky

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CX 1S7-5800

C<W1<K1<MI

Mir
Mars and Marks

Tanned and weatherbeaten
Mean
BlMk
Crude tattoos on both arsa

Me acknowledged that ho was identical with the 
MX8MAM BWKR PATTKRSCN who had, in 9/67, together with 
another individual, stolon a taxi cab in Charlotte and driven 
it to Clover, 8. C. In that case, Federal prosecution was 
declined and PATTERSOK, on 9/7/67, was sentenced in local 
court in Charlotte to servo 90 days.

On 4/6/68, Cab Driver ADAK BSMT, Shelby, stated he
had Muled KERMA* EUGEME PATTERSOM as a passenger iron 
sonewhere la downtown Shelby to a service station operated 
by MOWARD LEVIS on the edge of Shelby, this being sonewhore 
around noon. Me stated he did not recall having soon him 
later on that date. PATTERSOM had apparently started drinking 
at the tine ho hauled bin.

Mo further investigation as to KERMA* EtKDEME 
PATTERSOK is being conducted by Charlotte.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1082 EDITION 
GSA FPMR <41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOWNMENT

Memorandum
SAG, KNOXVILLE (U-696) (P) date: 4/11/68

from : ic ROBERT E. SWABE

subject: MURKIN

On 4./11/68, Mrs. FRANCES SWATZELL, Clerk, Credit Bureau 
of Knoxville, searched the files of that office and advised 
the writer that she could find no record identifiable with 
ERIC STAR VO GALT, ERIC STAR VO GAULT, or ERIC STARVO GAUT.

On 4/11/68, Mrs. HARRIET W. GRAY, Records Section, Knox 
County Sheriff’s Office, searched the files of that office 
and advised the writer that she could find no record identifiable 
with the above mentioned names.

A review of the Knoxville City Directories and all telephone 
directories for cities covered by the Knoxville Division was 
made by the writer on 4/11/88 with negative results as to the 
above mentioned names.

2 - 44-696

RES/res

9010-108
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1M2 EDITION
GSA FPMR <41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO :SAC (44-696) date: 4/11/68

FROM :SA RICHARD A. LORAH

subject: MURKIN
RACIAL MATTERS

On 4/8/68 Mrs. ALBERTA VINSON, 1014 East Sevier 
Street, Kingsport, Tennessee, advised that at approximately 
12:30 PM on that date she was shopping at the J. C. Penney 
Company, Kingsport, Tennessee, when she noticed a family 
at the shoe department of that store. At the time she 
observed that the man's profile closely resembled that
of the 
LUTHER

newspaper sketch depicting the man who shot Dr. MARTIN 
KING. She furnished the following description:

build.
khaki pants. 
white female, 
build and had 
and one white 
them.

The man, white male, late 40's-early 50's, medium 
brown hair, receding, was wearing a tan shirt and

The woman who appeared to be his wife was a 
in her 30's, 5'1", light brown hair, stocky 
a foreign accent. One white female, age 12-14 
male, age approximately 4 years, accompanied

Shortly thereafter, she left the store and she 
observed the man and the boy in a white car parked in a 
parking place on New Street between Broad and Commerce Streets. 
The car bore Sullivan County tags CX-2863.

A review of tag registration books at the Kingsport
Police Department revealed that Tennessee license 
registered to Hartford Steamboilers, Inc., 1323 C 
Georgia.

CX-2863 is 
& S, Atlanta

On 4/8/68 CARL TRENT, Security Officer
Ordinance Works, advised that Hartford Steamboilers, 
are represented in this area by GEORGE P. MARTIN, 
2300 Blakemore Drive, Kingsport.

Holston

On 4/8/68 Detective MELVIN DOTY, Kingsport 
Department, advised that he is personally acquainted

Inc.,

Police 
with

GEORGE P. MARTIN, 2300 Blakemore Drive, Kingsport} that MARTIN 
was recently in the hospital, having been released on 4/7/68; 
that he had spent approximately two weeks in the Holston Valley 
Community Hospital, Kingsport, where his, DOTY' s, wprT^ 
the Admissions Office. t serializfd £/fivo... £

RAL/cyp
(2) //Bl- KNOXVILLE

5010-108

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Saving;
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KX 44-696

On 4/8/68 Mrs. MELVIN DOTY, Admissions Office
Holston Valley Community Hospital, advised that records of 
that institution reflect that GEORGE P. MARTIN, 2300 Blakemore 
Drive, Kingsport, Tennessee, had been a patient at Holston Valley 
Community Hospital, 3/26/68 until 4/7/68 when he was released.

On 4/8/68 a white 1965 Chevrolet Chevelle, 2-door
sedan, bearing Tennessee license CX-2863, was observed parked 
in front of the home of GEORGE P. MARTIN, 2300 Blakemore Drive 
Kingsport, Tennessee.

-2-
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SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 4/11/68

KNOXVILLE (44-696) (P)

MDRKIN

Re Memphis teletype to Knoxville 4/7/68.

enclosed herewith are eight copies^ of FD~302s
reflecting interviews vithjauiliUWX^^ ELEANOR
DAVENPORT, MARTHA MYNATT, SHARON BRADLEY and JOSEPH Y. CATES
to determine the whereabouts of WX cm 4/4/68

It should be noted WIUQRM accompanied
SA JOE H. ROBERTS to Cola's Drug Store where MARTHA MYNATT 
stated that she felt that she was contacted by WILBURS cm 
Thursday but admitted that it could have been Friday* 4/5/68.

ELEANOR DAVENPORT, another employee at Cole’s
Drug Store* recalls that WILBORN was at the drug store on 
Thursday even though MARTA MYNATT got off duty at the sane 
t^neoft Friday. Mrs. DAVENPORT stated she still felt that 
WILBORN was there on April 4* 1968* Thursday.

Miss SHARON BRADLEY, 1845 Terrace Avenue* Knoxville*
advised on 4/8/68 that WILBORN was in the drug store at the 
time she heard the radio report that Dr. MARTIN U3THER KING 
had been shot in Nephis, Tennessee.

During the contact with WILBORN it was determined
that he was fingerprinted in connection with his military 
service. Files of the Knoxville PD reflect WILBORN was 
arrested cm 4/20/63 for drunkenness and he was released 
without photograph or fingerprints being taken. This case 
was dismissed. He was also arrested for reckless driving 
on 2/25/64 and fined $5.00.

On 4/8/68 it was determined that WILBORN’s laundry 
was left at the One-Hour Cleaners on Friday* April 5* 1968.

It was determined that WILBORN is taking only one
class at the University of Tennessee, which is Intermediate 
French* meeting It 15 to 2 #15 IM* Monday* Wednesday and Friday.

WTLBDRN’s present address was determined through 
the University of Tennessee Student Directory^

2-^ Memphis (Enc. -40) (RM)
/ 2 ,j» Kaoxville 
^»|05yp ^. .

(4 ) ^'t-
rt^. iZ?^7
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via TELETYPE

TO

FROM

F B I

Date: 4/11/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT____  
(Priority)

MEMPHIS

KNOXVILLE (44-696)

MURKIN

RE MEMPHIS TEL TODAY

MISS EMMA BERNARD, ONE ZERO EIGHT VISTON AVENUE, CHATTANOOGA

TENNESSEE, CONTACTED TODAY. BOTH TENNESSEE LICENSE WITH

NUMERALS JT FIVE EIGHT THREE NINE ARE PRESENTLY ON HER NINETEEN

SIXTYTWO FORD, AND SHE ADVISED THEY HAVE NOT BEEN REMOVED FROM

HER CAR FOR ANY REASON

END

JEC/mtb

Approved: Sent
Special Agent in Charge
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SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 4/11/68

SAC, KNOXVILLE (44-696) (P)

MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS 
(OOs Memphis)

On 4/10/68,J^^DMcCUSIT0N,_Knoxville Parking
Service, 5601 North Boradwwy^^ Tennessee, tele­
phonical ly contacted SA HOWARD A. McKAMEY and indicatedhe 
had some information concerning the murder of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING.

On the same date SA McKAMEY contacted McCUSITON
and he provided the following information indicating that he 
desired that this information remain confidential.

He stated that approximately three years ago he was
a member of the American Nazi Party (ANP) at Washington, D. C., 
and lived in the ANP barracks in that city. He stated he 
disassociated himself from the ANP three years ago and returned 
to Knoxville. While in Washington, D. C., he became acquainted 
with MlfiN^WEI^^ at that time was the national secretary or 
the natxonanrTreasurer of the ANP in Washington, D. C., and 
worked full time at the ANP headquarters. He stated that WELCH 
at one time worked with an insurance company in Texas and that 
he is from either Houston or Dallas, Texas.

He stated he observed a photograph in the local
newspaper indicating this individual was the murderer of KING. 
When he observed this photograph, ALLEN WELCH immediately came 
to his mind and at this time he looked through some ANP litera­
ture and obtained a photograph of WELCH which appeared in some 
literature he obtained just prior to his leaving Washington, 
D. C.

He stated that WELCH is a white male, age 32
weight 160 lbs., and has receding light brown or blonde hair, 
medium complexion, and 6 ft. to 6 ft. 1 in. in height. He s / 
stated that WELCH has sharp features and no visible scars / 
or marks. He further advised that WELCH is of the emotional lx 
type and that one time in Washington, D. C., he threatened to? \ 
kill himself. / \

2 - Memphis (Enc.-l) 
T)- Knoxville
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/10/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIRMAIL
(Priority)

SAC, KNOXVILLE

FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)(P)

MURKIN 
CR 
00: MEMPHIS

On 4/9/68, BH 251-R, a former member of the now
defunct Dixie Klan of Anniston, Ala., and who is a close 
associate of the leading racial agitators in Anniston, 
advised the composite prepared by the exhibit section of 
the FBI is not similar to any person he knows among the 
racial agitators at Anniston. He said that there is some 
similarity between this composite and a person he has seen 
in company with JACK BROWN (now deceased), former leader 
of the Dixie Klan from Chattanooga, Tenn. He said even 
though there is some similarity, he could not definitely 
state that they are the same individual. He said this 
person is unknown to him, but he would talk with one 
KENNETH LAMAR ADAMS, the former leader of the Dixie Klan 
at Anniston, and a former close associate of JACK BROWN, 
in an effort to determine if he could identify this person 
through conversation with ADAMS.

On 4/10/68, this source advised that he had
talked with ADAMS during the previous night and he was 
unable to identify this person, due to the fact that ADAMS 
kept saying that BROWN had many friends whose names he did 
not know, or words to that effect. This source described 
this unknown person as being a white male, about 35 years 
old, 5’10” to 5’11” tall, approximately 180-190 pounds, and 
said he has not seen him in the past two years, or since the 
death of JACK BROWN when he and ADAMS attended BROWN’S 
funeral in Chattanooga, Tennessee.

27- Knoxville
"2 - Memphis (44-1987)
2 - Birmingham 
JTL:sms

Approved:
Specwl Agent in Charge
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BH 44-1740

A composite prepared by the exhibit section 
of the FBI is being sent to Knoxville under separate 
cover.

LEAD

KNOXVILLE

AT CHATTANOOGA, TENN.

Will, upon receipt of composite, display the 
composite to sources who would be in the position to 
identify unknown subject, among the former members of 
the Dixie Klan.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101*11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC (44-696) date: 4/12/68

from : SA GEORGE C. WELBORN

subject: MURKIN

Re: SUSPECT ERIC STARVO GALT 
ERIC STARVO GAULT

On April 11, 1968, the following agencies and
references were checked in an effort to locate record 
identical with captioned suspect. All were negative:

Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office 

Identification Division, Chattanooga Police Department 

Hamilton County Criminal Court Clerk’s Office 

Hamilton County Voters Registration Records 

Chattanooga City Directories, 1948 through current 
directory

Greater Chattanooga Credit Bureau

Chattanooga Loan Exchange

Electric Power Board of Chattanooga

American National Bank and Trust Company

Hamilton National Bank

Pioneer Bank

Chattanooga Federal Savings and Loan

First Federal Savings and Loan

The current Chattanooga Telephone Directory

5010-108

GCW/mtb 
<2) . f

Buy U.S1. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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KX 44-696

Re: WHITE MUSTANG

Hamilton County Court Clerk's Office Records from
April 5 through 10 were checked in an effort to locate a 
record of a 1966 White Mustang having been registered. Mustang, 
VIN 6T07C190647, no record located.
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via AZRIEL.

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

F B I

Date: 4/10/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIR MAIL 
(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SAC, ALBANY (44-493) (P)

MURKIN 
CR

(00-MEMPHIS)'

Re Albany telephone 
Birmingham, New York, Boston, 
4/6-9/08: and Bureau teletype

calls to Bureau, Memphis, 
Atlanta, Jackson. Mobile, 
to all offices, 4/9/68.

Following is a list
machines capable of producing 
1/4" wide, as provided by Mr. _  ____
Machine Company, 2204 Erie Boulevard East

by states of all Thermo-Seal 
5 character tapes, 1 1/8" long.
DONALD BROTON Textile Marking

, Syracuse, N. Y.

the

3 -
5 -

5 -

5

5 -

5

For the information of 
following is furnished;

offices not previously advised

Bureau
Memphis (44-1987) 
Albuquerque 
Atlanta 
Baltimore 
Birmingham 
Butte 
Charlotte c
Columbia "Denver
Jackson
Jacksonville 
Knoxville 
Las Vegas 
Little Rock 
Louisville 
Miami

Milwaukee
Minneapolis

RSR:Ima

Approved:
Special Agent i

5

5

Mobile 
New Haven 
Norfolk 
Omaha 
Phoenix 
Portland 
Richmond 
Salt Lake 
Savannah 
Seattle 
Tampa 
WFO' 
Albany

City

Sen

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AL 44-493

Search of premises believed occupied by Unsub who
assassinated Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING on 4/4/68; disclosed suitcase 
in which was located tee-shirt and undershorts bearing laundry 
mark on red tape with black lettering believed to be thermo­
seal type; manufactured by Textile Marking Machine Co.; Inc.; 
Syracuse, N. Y The tape is £" wide and 1 1/16" long and bears 
letters and numbers 02B—6.

Experts at Textile Marking Machine Company advise type
on this machine is unusual in that the first two characters are 
15 point type and the last three characters are 18 point type; 
with the middle character; the letter B; probably being narrow 
rather than regular type. The usual machine carries 15 point 
type for the first three characters and 18 point type for the 
last two characters

Textile Marking Machine experts also stated this
machine is defective in that it is producing a tape 1 1/16" long 
instead of 1 1/ 8" long and is not projecting the tape far 
enough resulting in cutting off a portion of the first letter. 
The code used in the Northeast part of the U. S. is as follows:

The first letter 0 stands for lot number; the first
number 2 indicates the day of the week; two being Tuesday; the 
second letter indicates the first letter of the store name; 
this is the letter B; the last number is the bundle number;
this is 6 Color coding of the tag may designate various things 
such as a different month or the identity of a store in a chain. 
Experts also state the use of this system on laundry items is 
unusual in that the system is normally used on garments being 
dry cleaned

The Bureau has instructed that all textile machines
using this type tape be located and machines using this code be 
identified.

ALABAMA

(These names were obtained and furnished to the Birmingham Office 
telephonically on 4/5/68.)

Alexander City Laundry
Alexander City; Alabama

Capitol City Laundry 
507 South Decatur 
Montgomery; Alabama

Homer L. Corum
2508 Memorial Parkway South 
Huntsville; Alabama

Emoire Rouse; Inc. 
1083 Adams Avenue 
Montgomery. Alabama

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AL 44-493

Oakwood College Laundry Dept. Snow White Laundry and Cleaners
Huntsville, Alabama

James F Odell
Huntsville, Alabama

9052 Park Avenue 
Enterprise, Alabama

Quality Laundry and Cleaners 
Auburn. Alabama

White Swan Laundry
Huntsville., Alabama

Young1s Laund ry
216 North College Street 
Auburn, Alabama

Following machines were originally located as shown
but have been sold or otherwise disposed of by the purchasers., 
present owners not known:

Eishoe Cleaners and Laundry
Dothan, Alabama
Model H5M4B-1, Serial #33095

Chin’s Laundry., 
361 St Louis Street 
Mobile Alabama
Model H5K1, Serial Nos. R32111, R32112, R32114, R32021, 
R32023, $32167, and R31886

Palace Laundry .
701 St Anthony Street
Mobile., Alabama
Model H5K4_ Serial Nos. R32514, R32535

Above was furnished to Mobile by Albany teletype, 
4/9/68, and by prior telephone call.

ARIZONA

Acme Laundry
3316 North 3rd Street 
Phoenix, Arizona

Bartoli’s Cleaners 
9103 North Central 
Phoenix, Arizona

Allen's Cleaners
4192 North 40th Street 
Phoenix, Arizona

Cleaners and Laundry Equipment Co. 
Carmelbush Mail 
Scottsdale, Arizona

American Laundry
101 South San Francisco 
Flagstaff, Arizona

Gila Valley Laundry 
Safford, Arizona

-3-
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AL 44-493

Clover Cleaners and Laundry 
2643 North Campbell
Tucson, Arizona

Jim Dandy Cleaners 
1119 East 6th Street 
Tucson, Arizona

Hammerton Laundry 
1718 West Buckeye Road 
Ihoenix, Arizona

Sparkle Laundry and Cleaners 
1801 East McDowell
Phoenix., Arizona

Spic and Span Cleaners 
P' 0. Box 189 
Kingsman, Arizona

Varsity Cleaners and Laundry 
921 East 3rd Street
Tucson, Arizona

Maroney Cleaners 
4903 North Central 
Phoenix, Arizona

McKane Laundry
245 West Madison 
Phoenix, Arizona

Oliver Drachonan Laundry
300 East 6th Street
Tucson, Arizona

' hoenix Laundry
333 North 7th Street 
Phoenix, Arizona

Pioneer Laundry and Dry Cleaners 
1400 North First Avenue
Tucson, Arizona

"ride Laundry and Cleaners
3192 East Indian School Storage 
Ihoenix, Arizona

San-Way Valet Laundry
551 North Country Club Drive 
Mesa., Arizona

Sparkle Laundry and Cleaners 
4500 East Broadway 
Tucson., Arizona

-4-
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al 44-493

COLORADO

American Sales
321 W 45th Avenue 
Denver, Colorado

New Method Laundry and Cleaners 
321 Rood Avenue 
Grand Junction, Colorado

Arrow Laundry 
29th and Wyandoth 
Denver, Colorado

Scientific Supply Company 
800 Water Street
Denver, Colorado

Broadmoor Hotel,
Laundrv Dept
Colorado Springs, Colorado

Sew-Equipment Inc. 
825 Water Street 
Denver, Colorado

Capital Laundry and Cleaners Snow-White Laundry
13th and Federal 
Denver, Colorado

2515 W. Colorado Springs Blvd. 
Colorado Springs, Colorado

City Elite Laundry 
2701 Lawrence 
Denver, Colorado

Sunnyside Cleaners 
14-20 W. 26 Avenue 
Denver, Colorado

Couture Laundry and Cleaners Thompson-Hayward Chemical Co
219-221 N Cascade
Colorado Springs, Colorado

1501 West 13th Avenue 
Denver, Colorado

Denver Hilton Hotel 
1551 Court Place 
Denver, Colorado

Denver Laundry
810 West 18th Street
Denver, Colorado

Ideal Laundry and Cleaners 
25OO Curtis Street 
Denver, Colorado

New Fashion Cleaners 
IOO33 East Colfax 
Aurora, Colorado

New Method Laundrv 
939 E Colfax ' 
Denver, Colorado

-6-
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AL 44-493

CONNECTICUT

American Drive-In Cleaners, 30 River St., Stamford

Barry Cleaners, 316 Bridge Approach, New London
Shopping Center, New London

Barton & Roy, 68 Jensen St., Manchester

Cedar Cleaners, 25 Market St., Newington

Clean Land, USA, 690 Conne Ave., Norwalk

Clotting Care Cleaners, 250 Main St., Windsor Locks

College Laundry, Inc,, 82 Wall St., New Haven

Darien Laundry, Post Road, Darien

Home Laundry, 121 Smalley St., New Britain

Laurel Laundromat, 251 Faming ton Ave., Hartford

Linden Drive-In Cleaners, Heights Rd., Noroton Heights

One-Hour Martinizing, 229 Middle Tier Pike,
Manchester

Pride Cleaners, 331 Main St., Danbury

Prosperay Dirt, Inc., 1283 East St., New Britain

Puritan Laundry, 2 Avery St., Mystic

Rainbow Cleaners, 1540 Dixwell Ave., Hamden

Sanitary Cleaners, 63 Railroad, South Norwalk

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AL 44-493

CONNECTICUT 
(Continued)

Snowhite laundry, 61 Hamlin St*, Middletown

Ted Cleaners, 1957 Whitney Ave., Hamden

Westshore Cleaners, 273 Fourth & Post Road, Orange

Westshore Cleaners, 200 Campbell Ave., West Haven

Westshore of Elm, Inc., Corner of Campbell & Elm
Streets, West Haven

WSSG Cleaners, Inc., Pride 3-Hour Cleaners, 
327-331 Main St., Danbury

-8-
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AL 44-493

DIS^ICTOF COLUMBIA

WDC Bendee Laundry, 2103 Alabama Ave. S.E., SN 33117

Flair Cleaners, 4800 Marlboro Pike S.E., SN 32263

Foxhall Cleaners, 4400 MacArthur Blvd., SN 33538

Gallagher Laundry, 1401 L St., S.E., SN R 31946

Joseph Guss & Sons, 2046 W. Virginia Ave., N.E.,
SN 33893; 32289

Manhattan Laundry, 14th & Florida Ave., N.W., 
SN 31805

Old Colony Laundry, 6820 Blair Rd,, N.W., 
SN 32720; 32721; 32638

Pioneer Laundry, 920 Rhode Island Ave,, SN 32188

Swift Cleaners, 1751 F St., NW, SN 33939

Tower Cleaners, 1101 U St., S.E., SN R 30809

-10-
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AL 44-493

FLORIDA

Acme Cleaners 
411 N. Dixie 
West Palm Beach, Florida

American Home Cleaners 
4005 S.W. 8th Street 
Miami, Florida

Bay View Laundry and Clnr. 
1523 Main Street
Sarasota, Florida

Boca Raton Ldry u Clr• 
30 S.E. First Street
Boca Raton, Florida

Cavalier Cleaners 
612 West Ashley Street 
Jacksonville, Florida

Columbia Laundry 
Key West, Florida

Crown Cleaners
2025 N.E. 163rd Street
Miami, Florida

Empire Star Laundry 
N. Palafox Street 
Pensacola, Florida

Florida Cleaners 
307 Davis Street 
Jacksonville, Florida

Ideal Laundry
517 S.W. Second Avenue
Gainesville, Florida

Ideal Laundry and DC 
501 Main Street
Palatka, Florida

Imperial Cleaners & Tailors
1500 N.E. 50th Street
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Industrial Equipment & Supply
420 N.W. 29 Street
Miami, Florida 
H5K1 31222

Jasper Laundry
Jasper, Florida 
301 S.W. Main Street

Lake City Laundry
Lake City, Florida

Lake Forest Laundry 
8012 Lem Turner Road 
Jacksonville, Florida

-11
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AL 44-493

FLORIDA (CONT.)

Laundromat
315 N.W. 13 Street 
Gainsville, Florida

National Clnrs & Ldry 
3020 Grand Central Avenue 
Tampa, Florida

Oak Park Cleaners
Tampa, Florida

Ocean City Ldry 
200 N.E. Third Ave. 
Del Ray Beach, Florida

Palms Ldry 
Cocoa, Florida

Paris Cleaners
609 S.W, First Avenue
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

Perrin D.C. & Ldry 
9920 S.W. 168 St.
Perrine, Florida

Prathers Ldry 
Fort Meyers, Florida

Quality Cleaners 
Cocoa, Florida

Rays Cleaners & Ldry 
406 Gulf Beach Highway 
Pensacola, Florida

Rectors Ldry 
1725 S. Orange 
Orlando, Florida

Rice 
1402 
Vero

Brothers Inc• 
26th Street 
Beach, Florida

Rice Brothers, Inc
639 Lake Parker Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida

Seven Hour Clnrs.
307 N.W. First Street 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Sunshine Ldry and Clnrs 
West Washington at 13th 
Quincy, Florida

Ed. L. Thomas Co. (a distributor) 
5042 W. Beaver Street 
Jacksonville, Florida
H5K4B1 R32977
H5M4B1 #33654

Vogue Ldry & Clnrs 
1010 Truman Avenue 
Key West, Florida

Wiltshier Cleaners 
Fort Meyers, Florida

List of other machines previously owned 
furnished by teletype 4/8/68.

-12-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AL 44-493

GEORGIA

Blum’s
Macon, Georgia

Furnished previously to 
Atlanta and already contacted

Caldwell Ldry & Clnrs 
Greensboro, Georgia

SN 31424

J, R. Cheshire Co SN 32735
379 Piedmont Ave* N.E.
Atlanta, Georgia

Chokis Clnrs. u Ldry Village SN 33115 
529 Baxter Street
Athens, Georgia

Decatur Laundry SN 32333
250 Trinity Place
Decatur, Georgia

Dial Cleaners SN R32511
3426 Shallowford Road
Chaniblee, Georgia

Dixie Cleaners SN 31477
3113 Pio Nona Avenue
Macon, Georgia

Ideal Cleaners SN 32050
La Grange, Georgia

Ideal Cleaners SN 31432
331 Northside Drive
Gainesville Georgia

Launder House SN 31635
1710 Walton Way
Augusta, Georgia -13-
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AL 44-493

GEORGIA (CONT.)

headers & Son D.C. & Ldry SN R31332
Covington, Georgis

Hodel Laundry SN 31420
12 Seibald Street
Statesboro, Georgia

Peerless Laundry & Clnrs. SN 33644
Commerce, Georgia

Rogers Ldry & Clnrs 
2114 Paulen Street 
Savannah, Georgia

SN 31691

Rogers Ldry and Clnrs 
2114 Paulen Street 
Savannah, Georgia

SN 31632

Roswell Cleaners
Roswell, Georgia

SN 31543

Shine Ldry and Clnrs.
Ill Robert Toombs Street 
Washington, Georgia

Shines Ldry & Clnrs 
Washington, Georgia

SN 33631

SN 32306

Snow’s Ldry & D.C, Co SN 33757
Green Street, „ ’ . ’.SN 33756
Augusta, Georgia

Snowhite Ldry SN 33335
Albany, Georgia

Southern Automatic Equip Co. SN 32794 
496 Piedmont Avenue N.E.
Atlanta, Georgia

-14-
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