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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

FROM

SAC (44-696) date: 5/10/68

SA JAMES F. POLATTIE

subject: MURKIN

The below listed informants were contacted on
4/30/68 and the IO and Wanted Flyer photos were exhibited 
to them. All stated if any information received, they 
would immediately contact the writer or the Knoxville FBI 
Office.

KX 212-C
KX 162-C
KX 243-C
KX 251-C
KX 275-C
KX 288-C

T/- 44-696 
1 - 137-15 
1 - 137-1426 
1 - 137-2340 
1 - 137-2444 
1 - 137-2667 
1 - 137-2677
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f’O-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: May 9, 1968
Transmit the following in ___________________________________ ____________________________________________________

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Airtel
(Priority)

To: All SACS 
LEGATS, Mexico City

Ottawa

rom; Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN 
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the possibility that subject
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central 
records of unidentified deceased are maintained by those 
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain 
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the
maintenance of such information; and it is possible that 
if any record of unidentified dead is maintained, it would 
only be maintained at local police departments, morgues, 
medical facilities, or the like.

Each office covering state capitals should
check to ascertain if such records are maintained, aifd I 
if so, should check records for the period from 4-5-68, s 
to date, for any information which might possibly identify 
subject Ray with unidentified deceased person over that 
period.

If there is no central record repository maintained
in the various states or nationally in the case of Mexico 
and Canada, you should, in connection with your contacts 
with law enforcement agencies on this case or other 
Bureau matters, make appropriate inquiries relative to

Sent Via
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Airtel to All SACS and LEGATS, Mexico City and Ottawa 
RE: MURKIN

unidentified dead for the period beginning 4-5-68; and if 
fingerprints on such dead are maintained, they should be 
compared with those on the Identification Order on Ray 
in order to effect identification or nonidentification. 
This should be handled in the normal course of business 
and only reasonable investigation should be pursued 
along these lines.

The Identification Division has placed an appropriate 
stop on unidentified deceased inquiries it may receive. 
If feasible, appropriate offices and Legats, Mexico City 
and Ottawa should place similar stops with appropriate 
state, local or national agencies in your territories.

Armed and Dangerous.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: May 10, 1968
Transmit the following in _______________________________________________________________________________________

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Airtel
(Priority)

To; All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa

Director, FBI

MURKIN

For your information and investigative assistance,
subject James Earl Ray took a bartending course in 
Los Angeles, California, during the early part of 1968, 
and prior to his departing Los Angeles, in March of 1968, 
he made several telephone calls to country clubs in an 
effort to obtain employment.

This should be borne in mind in covering leads 
in connection with this and other cases.

Armed and Dangerous.

Sent Via M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

WANTED BY THE FBI

n^z-Yv^ 
^1 <^

i

w

JAiO EARL RAY, also known as Eric Starvo Gaft, 
Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, James McBride, 
James Walton, W, C. Herron and James O’Conner.

James Eari Ray. a Missouri prison escapee, sought under the 
ahas Erie Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of 
civil r®hts leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI’s 
“Ten Most Wanted Fugitives.” FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
ordered the special addition of Ray to the “Top Ten” list to insure 
widespread dissemination of Ray’s photograph and description to 
speed his location.

Ray has been intensively sought since the murder of Dr. King 
on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Ten­
nessee, motel. An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing 
latent fingerprints uncovered in the Dr. King case against finger­
prints of over 53,000 persons on whom wanted notices were posted, 
determined that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 
IT, 1968, charges Ray, under the alias of Galt, with conspiring to 
interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen. Ray, who 
escaped on April 23, 1967, from the Missouri State Penitentiary, is 
also sought for unlawful flight to avoid confinement for robbery. 
His lor® criminal record also includes convictions for burglary and 
forging ILS. Postal Money Orders. _________

A white American, born in Alton, Illinois, on._______ 
Ray is 5T0" tall, weighs 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and
brown hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and 
his left ear protrudes noticeably. Known as a “toner” and 
“drifter,” Ray has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. 
He has taken dancing lessons and completed a course at a school 
of bartending.

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report an , i»r 
formation concerning him to the nearest FBI office ...'

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

MORRISTOWN GAZETTE-MAIL
MORRISTOWN, TENNESSEE

Date:

Edition:

Author:

Editor:

Title:

FINAL

JOHN HELMS 
III

fl UR KM7
Character:

Classification:

Submitting Office: KNOXVILLE

MAY] 6 1968
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5AV68

TO fiZWraOR m (#4-1987)

FROM RICHMOND (44-657) .

/ MURKIN

MRE EPIC RAY, AKA. EARL RAY, FRIEND OF SmBY (^

RE EL PASO TEL BUREAU AND MEMPHIS APRIL TWENTYFIVE LAST;

CHARLOTTE TEL TO BtffiEAU AMDHMPHIS, MAT OKE THREE LAST.

8HEIBY (KAN BAIDRIDGE, NEE FAUCETTE, AKA. MRS.

ALBERT BAWRIDC0E, SEVEN ZERO SEVEN FAIRVIEW ST M BRISTOL, VA

MADE A TRIP TO TAMPA , FLORIDA, IM HIHETEEH FimSEWMj EVER

w A TRIP WITH HER HU8BAMD TO 00 TO FLORIDA IN SIXTIFODR

AND HAS NEVER BEEN TO FLORIDA. i

THE ONLY PERSON SHE KNOWS BY NAME OF EARL B EARL 

WILKERSON, CLARKSVILLE, VA., A FORMER CLASSMATER OF HERS AT

SKE DENIES KNOWING ANYONE HAWD ERIC RAY. /

ON MAY FOUR LAST, SHE WAS IN HER TRAILER AT HAYES TRAILER 

COURT, RT. ONE, SPRING LAKE, N.C., WITH DANIEL MARVIN COLLEY, 

PORE APB, N.C., WHEN SHE FIRST HEARD OF KUKI’S DEATH OVER TV.

W J® <" - A V ;
1 * Richmond (#4-657) ^ -Kheacvill®,

®fi 6 968

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



HH 44-657 

PAGE TWO

RONNIE O,NEIL> WHO LIVED IN NEXT TRAILER, C0UW VERIFY 

SHE WAS AT SPRING LAKE . SHE WFT NORTH CAROLINA ON APRIL 

EIGHT LAST AI© WENT TO SALTVILLE, VA., STAYING WITH MRS. AISTROP, 

GRANDMOTHER OF COLLEY UNTIL SHE RETURNED TO NORTH CAROLINA ON 

APRIL TWENTYNINE LAST. AFTER SECURING HER THINGS SHE DROVE TO 

FT. BLISS, TEXAS, ARRIVING THERE ON MAY FOUR LAST. SHE WARWD 

FROM THE CID, FT. BLEBS, TEXAS, HER HUSBAND WAS LIVING WITH A

CARMAN WOW AND HER HUSBAND TOW HER THE FBI WAS L 

HER IN CONNECTION WITH THE MURDER OF Kl^.

PORWi»A5

CM uMAY EIGHT LAST, SHE LETT HER HUSBAHD AND HETURHED TO

BRISTOL, VA . SHE DENIES ANYTHING OF 'S MURDER AMD EBELS

HER HUSBAND HAS MADE THE ALIZOATIONS AGAINST HER BECAUSE OF

MARITAL DIFFICULTIES. HER HUSBAND ALLEGEDLY IS ' 

TO .SECURE A DIVORCE FROM HER.

WSAVORING

RICHMOND CONDUCTING NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION RE THIS.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. - : /

AM COPIES TO KNOXVILLE, EL PASO AND CHARLOTTE.

END. ; ,
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 5/14/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority)

TO: SAC, KNOXVILLE

FROM: SAC, DETROIT (44-989)

MURKIN

On 5/10/68, Mr. BERT VANDE VUSSE, 86 South Wilson 
Boulevard, Mt. Clemens, Michigan, advised that during 
March of 1968, while en route from Florida to Michigan, he 
and his wife spent the night of 3/11/68 at the Holiday Inn, 
2100 South Market Street, Chattanooga, Tennessee. They 
occupied Room 212.

At the time of their arrival, Mrs. VANDE VUSSE 
noticed the occupant of Room 202 watching them park their 
car. She mentioned this individual to her husband, and they 
moved the car to another spot in front of their room.
This individual was also observed in deep conversation with 
one of the motel employees. During the night of 3/11/68, 
several pieces of luggage were stolen from their car, and 
this matter was reported to the Chattanooga PD.

Mr. and Mrs. VANDE VUSSE both are of the opinion
that the man who stayed in Room 202 of the Holiday Inn at 
Chattanooga on the evening of 3/11/68 bears a strong resemblance 
and may be identical with JAMES EARL RAY, whose picture they 
observed in recent edition of Life Magazine.

C^“ Knoxville (RM)

1 - Memphis (Info) (RM)
2 - Detroit

WJH/klh 
(5)

Approved:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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DE 44-989

LEAD

KNOXVILLE

AT CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE

Will ascertain the occupant of Room 202, Holiday 
Ih^ 2100 South Market Street on evening of 3/11/68, and 
attempt to ascertain if this individual might be identical 
with JAMES EARL RAY.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

With Squibb

SOUIBBLING
Afte/ great though- [ib-

erati , I have come to the con- 
clusifcn that anybody wishing to 
collect the reward money for in- 
fo/mation leading to the arrest 

Martin Luther King’s killer 
wasting his or her time if 

they are bounty hunting for 
/ James Earl Ray, or Eric Starvo 

’ Galt, because when this man 
is turned over to the law — if 
ever — he will have an airtight 
alibi. Besides, I don’t believe 
Ray (alias Galt) did the shoot­
ing.

The way I see it any man who 
went to the 
trouble to es­
tablish a double 
identity — 
working at it 
for some time-
any man 
had this 
sense 
certainly

who 
much 
would 

be
cool - headed 
enough not to 
leave behind a 
gun with h i s GERALD SQUIBB

fingerprints on it. Neither would 
he leave a suitcase, for that mat­
ter.

Now gentlemen of the law, if 
you want my opinion (You 
don’t? Well, you’ll get it any­
way, and if you don’t want to 
read this, change the channel. 
Because I feel that the rest of 
my readers — mother, sister, 
brother, wife and cousins John, 
Freddy, and Carl as well as 
Evelyn, Edna, and Aunt Nola, 
not to mention Uncle Hugh, Aunt 
Estelle, BB and Pearl, and old 

। Dee. Oh, I almost forgot Cousin 
Ruth and Cousin Mae and that’s 
about all . . . wait, I made a 
mistake, all of these relations 
are not readers of mine. In fact, 
they’re not readers of nobody 
because they can’t read much 
except big letters and little short 
words.) N^riHtK’to my theo 
rv. ’

on the plot someway. He proba­
bly planted his fingerprints on 
the gun sometime before the ac­
tual shooting and then was paid 
off either in money or lead, and 
at this writing is sitting some­
where having a ball with all ot 
that money or else he s lying 
somewhere with a mouth full 
of sod. , ,

Mr. Agent — you know where 
to reach me if there’s anything 
you want cleared up. My fees 
ai^Jy^r^ut I try harder—-’

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Page 13
Press-Chronicle
Johnson City.Tennessee

Date:

Edition:

Author:

Editor:

5/15/68
City 

gerald’ Squibb 
GEOIGE KELLY 
GURKIN

Character:

Classification:
Submitting Office: Kx

5-4-696 - 36$
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

“WANTED BY

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as Eric Starve Galt, 
Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, James McBride, 
James Walton, W. C. Herron and James O’Conner.

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee, sought under the 
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of 
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI’s 
“Ten Most Wanted Fugitives.” FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
ordered the special addition of Ray to the “Top Ten” list to insure 
widespread dissemination of Ray’s photograph and description to 
speed his location.

Ray has been intensively sought since the murder of Dr. King 
on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Ten­
nessee, motel. An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing 
latent fingerprints uncovered in the Dr. King case against finger­
prints of over 53,000 persons on whom wanted notices were posted, 
determined that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 
17, 1968, charges Ray, under the alias of Galt, with conspiring to 
Interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen. Ray, who 
escaped on April 23, 1967, from the Missouri State Penitentiary, is 
also sought for unlawful flight to avoid confinement for robbery. 
His long criminal record also includes convictions for burglary and 
forging UH. Postal Money Orders. ______________

A white American, born in Alton, Illinois, on______________ |
Ray is 5’10" tall, weighs 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short 
brown hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and 
his left ear protrudes noticeably. Known as a “loner” and 
“drifter,” Ray has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. 
He has taken dancing lessons and completed a course at a school 
of bartending.

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any in­
formation concerning him to the nearest FBI ofiice.

■r0"?1'^^ as a Public Service by Clinton Courier-News, Clinton, Tenn.—

(Indicate page, name
newspaper, city

Section

___ CLINTON

___ Clinton

and

1

state.)

page h

COURIER-NEVE

Tennessee

Date: May 16, 
Edition: ^eekly
Author:

1?68

Editor: Horace V Wells
Title: MURK IN

Character:

Classification: Hl—6^6
Submitting Office: Knoxville

Being Investigated
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5/16/68

Airtel

mini

Office 
stated

MCs, Chicago 
Detroit 
Indianapolis 
Jackson 
Ka nsjsCity

Milwaukee 
Minneapolis 
Now Orleans 
Omaha 
Little Bock 
St* Louis 
Springfield

From Director, FBI (44-38361)

John Eugene Gawron ws interviewed by St* Louis 
and advised he taught Bay to be a burglar. He ' 
that on or about 6/23-24/G7, he read in the Chicago

’’Tribune** of a $50,000 bank,burglary in a southern state 
and recalled that he and Hay cased the saso bank in 1953 
or 1959, but did not rob the bank at that time because he 
injured his leg. A few days after roading this article 
Gawoa claims he was visited by a man uhoa he refuses to 
identify and whom he believes he introduced to Ray in 1959 
This man told Gawron he and others had robbed th© bank, 
displayed a valise full of mney cud gave Gavron $250. 
About sis weeks ago this san again visited Gawon and 
allegedly indicated to him that Rsy and one or more other 
persons had been involved with him in the bask robbery.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Airtel SACs, Chicago, Detroit, Indianapolis, Jackson, 
Kansas City, Knoxville, Memphis, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, 
New Orleans, Omaha, Little Bock, St. Louis, Springfield

RE: MURKIN

During this interview Gawron refused to identify 
the bank or the man who visited him. He did say that the 
bank was in the deep South in a State like Mississippi, but 
not in Mississippi, in a city that is not small and is near 
a river. The robbers were out of state in five minutes and 
the loot amounted to $50,000, plus or minus two thousand.

Based upon available information, the Chicago
"Tribune” and the Bureau’s bank robbery files have been 
reviewed without finding any reference to a robbery such as 
Gawron described.

Gawron has now been reinterviewed and he denies
having any contact with Ray since Ray’s escape. Regarding 
the southern bank robbery Gawron previously alleged Ray 
was involved in, Gawron now states that this could have 
occurred in July, 1957, instead of June, and was in a city on 
the oast bank of the Mississippi River.

Each office receiving this communication should
make a review of their records to determine if such bank 
robbery or any other robbery coming within the jurisdiction 
of the Bureau occurred. You should make inquiry at appropriate 
police departments to determine if a robbery of this magnitude 
exists in their files.

Armed and dangerous

«* 2

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

FROM

subject:

SAC (44-696)

SA THOMAS W. CREAL

MURKIN

date: 5/17/68

On May 11, 1968, JACK BOYCE telephonically advised
that he and two companions, BOB SHELTON and KEN CAYCE, had 
been in the Lucky 13 Tavern on 9th Street in Chattanooga 
this morning at approximately 10:00 a.m. He had observed 
two men sitting together one wearing gray work clothes, in 
his late 20's, medium height and stocky build and light 
colored hair. The other man was in his early 30*s, approxi­
mately 5’10" tall, 150 pounds, with black color hair and 
dressed in a dark brown suit, white shirt and tie. BOYCE 
said that the man strongly resembled the person who was 
sought in connection with the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER KING

BOYCE said that he and his friends were students
at the University at Sewanee, Tennessee and were visiting 
in Chattanooga this weekend and could be reached through 
his girl friend KATHY LOVINGOOD, telephone number 266-9642

On the same date, Miss ELLEN LEDFORD, Bar Maid, 
Lucky 13 Tavern, #6 W. 9th Street, telephone 266-9231, 
advised SAS CREAL and DONALD L. STOUT that three college 
students had been in the tavern earlier this morning and 
at the same time, a Yellow Cab Company driver called "BO" 
had been in the tavern accompanied by a white male wearing 
a dark brown suit, white shirt, and tie.

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY on IO #4182, were
displayed to Miss LEDFORD and she stated that she did not 
believe the person with "BO" was identical with RAY.

PAUL GRAY, Manager, Yellow Cab Company, advised
that "BO" was BERT BOWLES who resides in a side apartment 
in the apartment building on the southeast corner of 9th 
and Duncan Avenues.

On the same date, BERT BOWLES and his companion
were located at the Post Office Grill, 9th and Georgia Ave. 
by writer and Detective PAT ROWE of the Chattanooga Police 
Department. The companion identified himself as JAMES 
MELVIN SWADER, 109 Lafayette Road, Chickamauga, Georgia, (/(^^^^ ^^3

a (17- 44-696

TWC/pjw k /)
(1) Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Ph

5010-108
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Six

SEVEN. OX THE DAY OF THY KILLING PANLN APRIL FOO 

NALL PAONE ALLS ENON MEMPHIS TO BELLE GLADE. CALL 

EYED TO EE MADE FEON A EDS STATION.

EIGHT. IN THE PEEKS BEFORE THE KILLING., KAY STAYE 

WHERE IN SELLE GLADE.

NINE.' STONY OF PAYOFFS VERY COMPLICATED. WILBUR 

SEED TO HAVE BEEN PAID OFF IN RENO. NIGHT' BEFORE 

BODY H1T A KENO TICKET ROH TEEN7YFIVE THOUSAND DOL 

AL-NEVA LODGE. RIGGED*' TO PASS THE HONEY. DONE V. 

LEDGE OF CHAFE IE CATE* SIX EIGHT EIGHT ZENO PEBBLE 

E* BENO* SHO RONS A SHIFT AT CAL-NEVA. THEN THERE 

PANr-i'.' Oi\ JACK PArtiN SIurGIS OF ST. LOuiS* WHO USiD 

ON joCuND Bl J Lili., hiNu. CAM it IN i0 ri Or BY • ANuTHii-K 

ACT- UNQUOTE.

PAGE THREE - LOS ANGELES.

ONE. RAY SOMEBODY STAYED IN CLARK HOTEL* ROOM SE 

* ON APRIL SEVENTEEN DASH EIGHTEEN.

SEO. LAMONT EHITE* Er'O PORKS FOR WESTERN UNION IN 

LES. HAS SENT MONEY TO.LOUI SI AN A. BOUGHT TEO PIS 

R HIS NAME. THEY REALLY EENT TO FRANK BRICKLEY OF 

HAGE SIX
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F.T DRIVEWAY^ SINGLE STORY AND HAS A LARGE FREEZ

LV1SEL FROM THY STORY RECEIVED^ IT IS A

UOTE SOd UN GUO TH IS THE SAME AS THE SAHUEL LEE.! 

HIS NOTES-

DIVING OFFICE SHOULD CAREFULLY SEVIER' THE NOTE;

LY ATTEMPT TO VERIFY ANY OF THE INFORMATION SEI 

ISE EUREAu^ MEMPHIS AND LOS ANGELES.

LES SILL IMMEDIATELY PURSUE EFFORTS TO PROVE 0?

ALLEGATIONS SET FOETH FOE LOS ANGELES AREA. '

CODIES BEING FURNISHED CINCINNATI^ NEW ORLEANJ 

INDIANAPOLIS IN VIEW OF INFORMATION FURNISHED

D DANGEROUS."
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01 KNOXVLE

FBI KAN CITY

1227AM URGENT 5-18-68 DJB

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861 ) MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM, MIAMI, LAS VEGAS,

DETROIT & KNOXVILLE .

FROM KANSAS CITY (44-7 60) IP

MURK IN

RE LOS ANGELES TEL MAY SEVENTEEN LAST.

INVESTIGATION KANSAS CITY SUBURBAN AIRPORTS NEGATIVE AS TO

PLANE OF WILLIAM PIERCE. ।

AGENTS ELIMINATED ALL MOVING COMPANIES IN AREA DESCRIBED BY 

LOS ANGELES TIMES REPORTER BY PHYSICAL OBSERVATION.

WARDEN HAROLD SWENSON ADVISED NO PREVIOUS INMATE MISSOURI

STATE PENITENTIARY NAMED FRANK BICKLEY OR SIMILAR NAME AND

MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL NEGATIVE RE FRANK BICKLEY. VARIATION 

BRICKLEY REFERDRED TO RE LOS ANGELES TEL WILL BE CHECKED AM 

MAY EIGHTEEN INSTANT.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

FBI KNOXVLE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



] 10 t <

FBI LOS ANG

6:59PM URGENT 5-17-68 SMS .

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM, KANSAS CITY, MIAMI, LAS VEGAS, 

DETROIT AND KNOXVILLE

FROM LOS ANGELES (44-1574)

MURK IN

RE LOS ANGELES PHONE CALL TO BUREAU MAY SEVENTEEN INSTANT. 

RE LOS ANGELES TIMES INFORMANT - ’’BOB" LNU.

WILLIAM THOMAS, CITY EDITOR, LOS ANGELES TIMES, '

TEL EPHON CI ALLY CONTACTED SAC LOS ANGELES TODAY AND

ADVISED PAPER HAD INFORMATION WHICH THEY FELT MIGHT BE OF 

ASSISTANCE TO FBI IN THIS MATTER. SAC WESLEY G. GRAPP 

AND SUPERVISOR WILLIAM JOHN NOLAN CONTACTED MR. THOMAS 

AND REPORTER JERRY COHEN AT LOS ANGELES TIMES OFFICE. THEY 

ADVISED EARLY IN THE WEEK, MONDAY OR TUESDAY, THE PAPER 

HAD BEEN TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED BY AN INDIVIDUAL WHO SAID HE 

HAD INFORMATION CONCERNING WHAT ACTUALLY HAD TAKEN PLACE IN 

CONNECTION WITH THE DEATH OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. THOMAS 

ADVISED THERE WERE THREE OR FOUR TELEPHONE CALLS, AND HE 

MADE NOTES DURING THE CALLS, AND ON THE EVENING OF MAY SIXTEEN,

END PAGE ONE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

SIXTY EIGHTH HE AND JERRY COHEN MET THIS INDIVIDUAL AT A BAR

HE ADVISED THE INDIVIDUAL GAVE THE NAME QUOTE BOB UNQUOTE,

LAST NAME, DESCRIBED AS IN MIDDLE THIRTIES, DECENT LOOKING

FELLOW, AND APPARENTLY HAD BEEN IN SEVERAL PENITENTIARIES, AS

HE KNEW THE LANGUAGE VERY WELL THOMAS ADVISED THE PAPER HAD

TAKEN NO OVERT STEPS IN ATTEMPTING TO VERIFY THE STORY BUT

DID HAVE REPORTERS IN KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS, HUNTSVILLE, MIAMI

AND BIRMINGHAM, AND HE HAD INSTRUCTED THE REPORTERS TO

CONTACT THE LOCAL FBI OFFICE AND MAKE THIS INFORMATION, AS

SET FORTH IN HIS NOTES, AVAILABLE. HE ADVISED FURTHER

HE CONTEMPLATED MAKING THIS INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO ATTORNEY

GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK HE ADVISED HIS SOLE PURPOSE WAS TO GET

A STORY OUT OF THE MATERIAL, BUT DID NOT WISH TO INTERFERE

IN ANY FBI INVESTIGATION

HE ADVISED DURING HIS MEETING

HE

ON

GOT FROM BOB A BUS TICKET DATED

A GREYHOUND BUS FROM KNOXVILLE,

WITH QUOTE BOB UNQUOTE

APRIL SEVEN, SIXTY EIGHT,

TENNESSEE, TO LOS ANGELES,

CALIFORNIA, WHICH TICKET WAS ISSUED BY SOUTHERN GREYHOUND AT

KNOXVILLE ON APRIL SEVEN SIXTY EIGHT AND HAD

THREE SPACE ZERO ZERO ZERO EIGHT TWO TWO TV)O

THE NUMBERS

NINE SPACE FOUR

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

TWO. TRANSPORTATION WAS FROM KNOXVILLE TO MEMPHIS, MEMPHIS

TO EL PASO, THEN TO LOS ANGELES. HE ADVISED HE HAD GIVEN 

QUOTE BOB UNQUOTE'ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR THE TICKET AND THIS 

INFORMATION AND DID NOT EXPECT TO HEAR FROM HIM AGAIN, AS 
QUOTE BOB UNQUOTE SAID HE NEEDED THE MONEY TO LEAVE TO w/^ 

SET FORTH FOR THE INFORMATION OF RECEIVING OFFICES ARE

THE NOTES AS TYPED UP BY THOMAS CONCERNING HIS INTERVIEW OF 

"BOB".

PAGE ONE

ONE. THE DAY BEFORE THE SHOOTING, RAY WAS PICKED UP IN

ATHENS, ALABAMA, AND WAS TAK^N TO MEMPHIS.

TWO. HE REGISTERED/fN ROOMING HOUSE. ANOTHER MAN 

REGISTERED AS SAMUEL 2EWIS. PAREN LEWIS WAS SUPPOSED TO BE 

BACKUP MAN, KILL ^NG AT RALLY THAT NIGHT IF RAY MISSED HIS 

CHANCE ON THE BALCONY. PAREN

THREE. AFTER SHOOTING KING, RAY WALKED TWO OR THREE BLOCKS

TO THE GETAWAY CAR, ACCOMPANIED BY A GIRL AND A GUY. THE CAR

IS A NEW BLUE B^ICK, WITH ALABAMA PLATES. FIRST DIGITS ARE 

BELIEVED^O BE ONE FOUR. CAR' IS OWNED AND WAS DRIVEN BY EDDIE

WILBWRNJOE HUNTSVILLE, ALA. IT IS EQUIPPED WI TH A POLICE

END PAGE THREE
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PAGE FOUR .

RADIO. PAREN SECOND MAN STAYED OVERNIGHT, TOOK EARLY BUS TO 

KNOXVILLE. PAREN

FOUR. RAY, TWO GIRLS AND A CHILD WERE DRIVEN OUT OF 

MEMPHIS BY WILBURN IN THE BLUE BUICK. WENT TO KANSAS CITY. 

TRIP TOOK SIX AND ONE HALF HOURS. GIRLS, CHILD, WILBURN 

ALL FROM HUNTSVILLE.

FIVE. IN KANSAS CITY, RAY STAYED OVERNIGHT AT A HOME. 

IT IS A SMALL, GRAY, SHINGLED, ONE-BEDROOM HOUSE ABOUT THREE 

MILES FROM CENTRAL KANSAS CITY. PAREN WE HAVE ROUGH LOCATION. 

PAREN

SIX. AT DUSK THE NEXT DAY PAREN APRIL FIVE PAREN RAY WAS 

FLOWN TO BELLE GLADE, FLORIDA, IN A PRIVATE PLANE. TOOK OFF 

FROM PRIVATE FIELD, ALSO USED AS TRAINING FIELD FOR MILITARY. 

RAY ARRIVED EARLY APRIL SIX.

/SEVEN. PLANE IN WHICH RAY WAS FLOWN IS OWNED BY A WILLIAM
/ ------------------

PIERCE* A WEALTHY MAN WHO OWNS OR OPERATES AN AIRPORT IN BELLE

GLADE, AND ONCE OWNED A CONTRACTING COMPANY IN CUBA NOT KNOWN

WHETHER PIERCE FLEW THE PLANE. PIERCE ALSO OWNS MOTEL IN

B^LLE GLADE AND COTTAGES ON THE LAKE IN NEARBY OKEECHOBEE

PAREN OR MAYBE ON NEARBY LAKE OKEECHOBEE PAREN. PIERCE SAID

END PAGE FOUR
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PAGE FIVE

ID BE KKK MEMBER.

EIGHT. THEORY: RAY STAYED IN MOTEL OR IN COTTAGE. MAY 

BE STILL THERE. OR IN CUBA.

NINE. ON APRIL ELEVEN, RAY GOT ON YACHT PAREN PROBABLY^ 

CHARTER BOAT PAREN IN KEY WEST. BOAT OWNED BY BEN THOMPSON

PAREN A BEN THOMPSON OF MIAMI OWNS THREE FISHING BO ATS. /PAREN.

PAGE TWO
/ z

ONE. PIERCE OFTEN FLIES OWN PRIVATE PLANE TO NEW ORLEANS 

SAID TO KNOW DA JIM GARRISON. ALSO MIGHT CHECK POSSIBLE 

FLIGHTS IN DIRECTION OF CUBA.

TWO. PIERCE AND WILBURN SAID TO BE RELATED.

THREE. LEAD TO WILBURN MIGHT BE VFW CLUB IN HUNTSVILLE, 

WHERE HE IS SUPPOSED TO BE A MEMBER.

FOUR. RIFLE IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN LEFT IN FURNACE 

OF MEMPHIS ROOMING HOUSE, AND IS BELIEVED STILL THERE. MUST 

REFER TO BACKUP MAN'S WEAPON.

FIVE. RAY NOW WEARING BIFOCALS. ■

SIX. WHITE MUSTANG BELONGING TO RAY WAS NOT IN MEMPHIS 

ON THE DAY OF KING SLAYING, AND HE DID NOT ESCAPE IN IT. 

PRESUMABLY IT NEVER LEFT GEORGIA IN APRIL.

END PAGE FIVE
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PAGE SIX

SEVEN. ON THE DAY OF THE KILLING PAREN APRIL FOUR PAREN 

RAY MADE PHONE CALLS FROM MEMPHIS TO BELLE GLADE. CALLS '

BELIEVED TO BE MADE FROM A BUS STATION.

EIGHT. IN THE WEEKS, BEFORE THE KILLING, RAY STAYED

SOMEWHERE IN BELLE GLADE.

NINE. STORY OF PAYOFFS VERY/dOMPLICATED. WILBURN 

SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN PAID OFp/lN RENO. NIGHT BEFORE KILLING, 

SOMEBODY HIT A KENO TICKET FOR TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS 

IN CAL-NEVA LODGE. RIGGE^ TO PASS THE MONEY. DONE WITH 

KNOWLEDGE OF CHARLIECAT£, SIX EIGHT EIGHT ZERO PEBBLE BEACH 

DRIVE, RENO, WHO RUNS V SHIFT AT CAL-NEVA. THEN THERE IS

BEN PAREN OR JACK PAREN STURGIS OF ST. LOUIS, WHO USED TO WORK

BAR ON SECOND STREET, RENO. CAME INTO MONEY. ANOTHER QUOTE 

CONTACT. UNQUOTE.

PAGE THREE -LOS ANGELES.

ONE. RAY SOMEBODY STAYED IN CLARK HOTEL, ROOM SEVEN ZERO

ZERO, ON APRIL SEVENTEEN DASH EIGHTEEN. ■

TWO. LAMONT WHITE, WHO WORKS FOR WESTERN UNION IN LOS

ANGELES. HAS SENT MONEY TO LOUISIANA. BOUGHT TWO PISTOLS

UNDER HIS NAME. THEY REALLY WENT TO FRANK BRICKLEY OF CHATANOOGA, 

END PAGE SIX \

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AND

FROM

MOTHER

PAGE SEVEN .

TENN., WHO WAS IN PRISON WITH RAY. BRICKLEY SUPPOSED TO BE 

HERE.

THREE. HAROLD'S CAFE PAREN FIVE FIVE FIVE SOUTH MAIN 

PAREN. RAY BARTENDER THERE FOR WEEK OR SO. QUEER BAR. GUY 

NAMED CONNIE KNOWS HIM THERE.

WILLI SHEA. ONCE WORKED TOP RAIL BAR, SEVENTH 

ALVARADO. RAY SUPPOSEDLY. MARRIED TO HER ONCE. SHE 

MISSOURI, NOW LIVES IN NORTH HOLLYWOOD. HAS MONEY. 

MARRIED, LIVES IN COMPTON, DRIVES A PURPLE PONTIAC CONVERTIBLE. 

NOW LIVES AT EIGHT ONE TWO SOUTH WESTLAKE, LOS ANGELES, WITH 

MAN WHO OWNS A BAR. SHE IS BLOND, ABOUT THIRTY EIGHT. 

PAGE FOUR - MORE SUPPLEMENTAL DATA:

ONE. TELEPHONE ‘CREDIT CARD SUPPOSEDLY USED BY RAY WAS 

ISSUED TO RIDELL CATERING, U. S. RUBBER, DETROIT. EITHER IN 

NAME OF RI DELL PAREN NO FIRST NAME PAREN OR A ROBERT BRINKLEY. 

RIDELL REPORTER LIVES IN HARPER WOODS, MICH. CALLS ON CARD 

REPORTED MADE FROM MEMPHIS TO BELLE GLADE, FLA., AMONG OTHERS.

TWO. SAMUEL LEWIS, SECOND MAN IN ROOMING HOUSE, DISCHARGED 

NINETEEN SIXTY THREE FROM MILAN, MICH. ALSO SERVED TIME IN 

CHILLICOTHE AND TERRE HAUTE. PAREN WARDEN AT MILAN SAYS NO 

END PAGE SEVEN
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PAGE EIGHT ,

RECORD OF LEWIS. PAREN

THREE. LEWIS TOOK BUS TO LOS ANGELES FROM KNOXVILLE ON 

APRIL SEVEN. CAME THROUGH MEMPHIS AND EL PASO.

THOMAS ADVISED THAT IN RELATION TO ITEM FIVE, PAGE ONE, 

OF HIS NOTES, THIS HOUSE IS LOCATED OFF A MAIN STREET STARTING 

FROM DOWNTOWN KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, DIRECTION UNKNOWN, AND 

FROM THE MAIN STREET A SMALLER STREET GOES TO THE LEFT, WHICH 

STREET HAS A WESTERN UNION BUILDING LOCATED ON IT AND GOES 

OFF FROM THE MAIN STREET IN THE FORM OF A STEEP HILL. TWO 

TO THREE MILES UP THE HILL ON THE LEFT ARE LOCATED NICE LOOKING 

APARTMENTS, BROWNISH IN COLOR, WHERE STUDENTS FROM SOME SCHOOL 

LIVE, AND JUST PRIOR TO THIS ON THE RIGHT IS THE LOCATION OF 

A MOVING COMPANY, NO NAME KNOWN, AND A GROCERY STORE IS LOCATED 

IN THE VICINITY OF THE MOVING COMPANY ON THE SAME SIDE. ABOUT 

TWO BLOCKS BEYOND THE GROCERY STORE THERE IS A NARROW STREET 

WITH RAMSHACKLE HOUSES ON ONE SIDE AND VACANT LOTS ON THE 

TURNING RIGHT ON THIS STREET, THE THIRD HOUSE ON THE LEFT 

WOULD BE THE CORRECT HOUSE INVOLVED, WHICH IS OCCUPIED BY 

INDIVIDUAL QUOTE WHO SELLS BEER AND BOOZE AFTER HOURS AND

THER

AN

HI DES

GUYS OUT. UNQUOTE. THE HOUSE IS DESCRIBED AS ONE BEDROOM, 

END PAGE EIGHT
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PAGE NINE

NO

IN

GARAGE, DIRT DRIVEWAY, SINGLE STORY AND HAS A LARGE FREEZER

THE LIVING ROOM

THOMAS

POSSIBILITY

MENTIONED IN

ADVISED FROM THE STORY REEIVED, IT IS A

QUOTE BOB UNQUOTE IS THE SAME AS THE SAMUEL LEWIS

HIS NOTES

EACH RECEIVING OFFICE SHOULD CAREFULLY REVIEW THE NOTES

^ID IMMEDIATELY ATTEMPT TO VERIFY ANY OF

FORTH AND ADVISE BUREAU, MEMPHIS AND LOS

LOS

DISPROVE

AIR

THE INFORMATION SET

ANGELES

ANGELES WILL IMMEDIATELY PURSUE EFFORTS TO PROVE OR

THE ALLEGATIONS SET FORTH FOR LOS ANGELES AREA

MAIL COPIES BEING FURNISHED CINCINNATI, NEW ORLEANS,

ST. LOUIS AND INDIANAPOLIS IN VIEW OF INFORMATION FURNISHED

IN THE NOTES

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

EMD

DCK

FBI

TU@

KNOXVLE
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AI KNOXVLE

FBI WASH DC

206PM URGENT 5/18/68 CAB

TO LOS ANGELES 44-157 4 ATLANTA MEMPHIS BIRMINGHAM KANSAS CITY MIAMI

LAS VEGAS DETROIT MOBILE KNOXVILLE ALBANY CHARLOTTE

FROM DIRECTOR IP

MURK IN

RE LA TEL M SEVENTEEN LAST

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION FILES FOR FRANK

WILLIAM BRINKLEY, fBI NUMBER ONE NINE SEVEN SEVEN NINE SIX C

INDIANA

JUNE TWEN FOUR SIXTYSIX, UNITED STATES PEN I TENTI ARY, TERRE HAUTE,.

PV, YCA, NMVTA AND ESCAPE FROM.FEDERAL CUSTODY, TRANSFERRED

FROM FEDERAL CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION, TALLAHASSEE FLORIDA,

EXPIRATION OF GOOD TIME JANUARY SIXTEEN SIXTYSEVEN

END

TAT

FBI KNOXVLE

TU@
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 5/18/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

MEMPHIS 
DETROIT

FROM: KNOXVILLE (44-696)

MURKIN.

RE DETROIT TELETYPE MAY SEVENTEEN LAST.

WILLIAM HIGDON, MANAGER, HOLIDAY INN, SOUTH, TWENTY ONE 

HUNDRED SOUTH MARKET STREET, CHATTANOOGA, ADVISED MAY EIGHTEEN 

FROM RECORDS ROOM TWO ZERO TWO WAS VACANT MARCH ELEVEN LAST. 

RECORDS SHOW ROOM TWO TWELVE OCCUPIED BY MR. AND MRS. 

VANDERVUSSE EVENING MARCH ELEVEN NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT. THEY 

CHECKED OUT FOLLOWING MORNING.

BILL HALL, CHIEF PORTER, STATED ROOM POSITIVELY WAS NOT 

OCCUPIED BY UNREGISTERED PERSONS. HIGDON AND HALL, AS WELL 

AS HAROLD FELDER, ASSISTANT MANGER; ROSE POSEY, SECRETARY; 

MARILYN CLOWERS, WAITRESS; AND ANN GRIFFITH, HOUSEKEEPER 

STATED THEYHAVE SEEN NO ONE ABOUT THE MOTEL RESEMBLING THE 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF JAMES EARL RAY.

FWM/clf 
(1)

SEARCHED.

SERIALIZED.

INDEXED.

penial Agent in Charge H^'btbr - SU
Approved
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FD-S&'fRev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 5/18/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: MEMPHIS (AIR MAIL) 
LOS ANGELES

FROM: KNOXVILLE (44-696)

MURKIN

RE LOS ANGELES TELETYPE MAY SEVENTEEN LAST.

EDNA B. WILBURN, TWO EIGHT ZERO EIGHT EAST THIRTY-NINTH 

STREET, CHATTANOOGA, HIS SISTER, AND JOHN DOVER FOUR THREE 

ZERO TWO NINTH AVENUE, CHATTANOOGA, A FRIEND, REPORTED FRANK 

BRICKLEY IN CHATTANOOGA AREA CONSTANTLY FOR OVER TWO MONTHS 

UNTIL TWO WEEKS PREVIOUS WHEN HE LEFT THE AREA BY BUS. HIS 

WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN, BUT HE HAS PHONED HIS MOTHER AT ROSS­

VILLE, GEORGIA SINCE LEAVING. MRS. WILBURN SAID HER HUSBAND 

HAS MARRIED SISTERS AT HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA BUT NO RELATIVES 

THERE WITH WILBURN SURNAME. REPORT BRICKLEY HAS ONLY ONE 

BROTHER, ROY JR., WHO IS LIVING AT ROSSVILLE AND WORKING AT 

CHATTANOOGA. NO FRIEND OR ASSOCIATE OF BRICKLEY WITH NAME 

BOB IS KNOWN TO THEM. t
SEARCH ED.

M Per

indexed.

ecial Agent in Charge
tpl~b%- St

Approved
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FD-3&-(Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

KX 44-696

PAGE TWO

NO ADDITIONAL ARREST RECORD LOCATED MAY EIGHTEEN INSTANT 

AT CHATTANOOGA POLICE DEPARTMENT EXCEPT DRUNK ARREST FEBRUARY 

FOUR NINETEEN SIXTY-SEVEN. HE WAS THEN DESCRIBED AS WHITE 

MALE AMERICAN, THIRTY, HEIGHT - SIXTY-NINE INCHES, ONE HUNDRED 

FORTY-FIVE POUNDS, BROWN HAIR, BROWN EYES, OCCUPATION - LABORER

NO ARREST RECORD FOR ROY BRICKLEY, JR., ROBERT OR BOB 

BRICKLEY, OR ANY OTHER FRANK BRICKLEY LOCATED. NO RECORD 

LOCATED AT CREDIT BUREAU OF CHATTANOOGA INSTANT DATE FOR THESE 

NAMES.

END

Approved: ------- ------------------------------------------- Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC (44-696) 5/18/68

FROM SA JOE H. ROBERTS

subject: MURKIN

Re Los Angeles teletype to Director 5/18/68.

Referenced communication reflects telephone call
made during June, 1967 from home of LEAMONT ANDERSON WHITE, 
Los Angeles, California, by either FRANK BRICKLEY or BOB 
BRICKLEY to Knoxville telephone number 524-1315.

A review of the Knoxville City Directory dis­
closed that this number is listed for CLARENCE T. HAMILTON, 
JR., Route 6.

Mrs. CLARENCE T. HAMILTON, JR. was contacted by
the writer on 5/18/68, at which time she advised that she 
is not acquainted with FRANK BRICKLEY or BOB BRICKLEY and 
cannot recall having received any call from either of them

JHR/clf 
(1) cX<

5010-108
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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Aiitm Ok wav -

5/WW

TOl DIOBCTOR, FBI B-3#UI 
u™™t wrmcAfw misw

FROM#

swim

sac , wa aMo&ss 0^

. . Bo 1^ Angeles teletype £/17/6&» / : . '
Mcloeed Mreidth for the Identification Division, 

latent Fingerprint Section, le eon Groyhewad Sue ticket, ‘
>00^^229 #* etwritt passage free KativHb U M . 
las. via Memphis and Faso* .

BelMH for the Kurosu, Kansas City and other offices 
is one rough nap drawn by City Miter MUti 
“lea Angeles Tim* eases as inforatatloa fan 
their inf ersmat* known as *tM^ (10)* which 
the location at the hemes in Kansas City ahei . . . .
allegedly *t«yeA overnight« thie appeared as Iten S» W* X» ' 
of Mr* TW3U notes, as set forth la referenced Vos Angeles ■ 
teletype* Xhs reference la oa fellovsi .

' *£• In Kentas City, RAT #t|H overnight at a-howe*-. .. ;
. It la a mall, g^sy# shingled, ime-bo&roeerhouoe

*M throe alles rm central Kansse City*' W ' . ' : 
■ ■ have rou^ location*}** . . ■ ‘ <

She Identification Division, be tent Flngorp#<nt M^ 
to rewuitod to examine the hue ticket in ^osstion foraHy'..--

1
^ - Bureau (Wi« * 2|(W88) 

~IIWti£«M*l^
• Blmte^w M-WJW. - IMAM] 
- tara* City (#*WMM* • Ij®

4

wm. am
t .A
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UU-1SR

possibility of latent* or any other Information that could b® 
gleaned that would relate to other data in this «aee« The ; 
m»W has been handled by amorous persons# end City Mtw' < 
WILLIAM THOMAS advised that the tiehet has been handled by ■ 
#te a smber of persona on hie staff* The pertinent exami* 
nation weld seem to be Aether er not iOS MM1 MAX left 
a latent print on thia ticket# . .
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