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< Transmit the following in ._____ '_____- __ _ -  ______ ________ ___ _——|
, . , (Type in plaintext or code) ’

(Priority}
—4 

I

LA 44-1574

page two .
WIFE CONSIDERS THOME ALCOHOLIC IN ADDITIONTO MENTAL 

PROBLEMS. .

SERVICE, LOS ANGELES, ADVISEDSEPTEMBER LAST

THOME-INVESTIGATED FOR WRITING LETTER TO PRESIDENT 

JOHNSON STATING HE WAS "IN GRAVE DANGER", AND OPPOSING 

WAR IN VIETNAM. THOME INCARCERATEDTWICECAMARILLO 

STATE HOSPITAL AS SCHIZOPHRENIC PARANOID.THOME ARRESTED 

MARCH, NINETEEN SIXTY SIX FOR THREATENING NEIGHBOR WITH 

GON AND IN JUNE SIXTY SEVEN FOR DRUNK DRIVING, WHENHE 

HAD UNLOADED SHOTGUN IN CAR.

SON, STEPHEN J. THOME, GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA, STATED 

APRIL TWENTY NINE LAST FATHER HAD BEEN TRAVELING THROUGHOUT 

UNITED STATES SINCE LATE SIXTY SEVEN. PRESENT WHEREABOUTS 

UNKNOWN, BUT FATHER HAD CALLED HIM COLLECT IN MARCH OR 

APRIL FROM UNKNOWN LOCATION.

THOME ADVISED MAY EIGHT INSTANT THAT FATHER WOULD 

HAVE HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH ASSASSINATION AS VERY 

SYMPATHETIC TO NEGRO CAUSE. >

Approved:.  ------— ----- - —^_: < Gent
Special Agent in Charge
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Transmit the following in —___-____ ________——_— -----—---- -—;------ ------- -—}
- . (Type in plaintext er code) *

. Via   ___ ;__ ;  ___ :--------------- ------------—----- ----------- -— -------—-------- ------ -------------------—।
priority} .

LA 44-1574

PAGE THREE

INVESTIGATION ESTABLISHED THOME WAS IN ATLANTA

JANUARY FIFTEEN LAST. CREDIT INVESTIGATOR ADVISED THOME 

BOUGHT GASOLINE ONUUNION OIL CREDIT CAM) MARCH EIGHT OR 
NINE LAST FOR NINETEEN SIXTY FOUR PONTIAC, CALIFORNIA 

LICENSE KDT SIX FIVE FOUR, REGISTERED TO JAMES I. SIMS, 

TWO FIVE FOUR AND ONE llGHTH CORONADO STREET, WS ANGELES .

MISS KAREN VAND^FORD, AT CORONADO STREET ADDRESS, 

ADVISED MAY SEVEN MT SIMS HER ^'STEPFATHER, WHO HAD BEEN 
IN TEXAS, AND HAD ^LD PONTIAC POSSIBLY IN HOUSTON. SIMS 

AND WIFE RESIDING FOR TWO WEEKS AT TWO TWO THREE FOUR EAST 
MICHIGAN, HUMBER T^REE, INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA.

RECORDS, PACIFIC TELEPHONE COMPANY, REFLECTED 

MAY SEVEN LAST PUBLIC TELEPHONE COLLECT CALL TO STEPHEN 

THOME ON APRIL TWELVE LAST FROM ARLINGTON, TEXAS.

WHEREABOUTS PONTIAC SOW IN TEXAS AND IF,THEY KNOWTHOME.

--------- ———  —Sent.----__—--i-.M .Per
Special Agent in Charge ■ !

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



' FO-a (Rw. MM4)

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in _

I 
I 
I 
I

' - I
' I

■ ■ -

I

Via

(Type in plaintext w code)

(Priortiy)

i
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PAGE POOR

FURKISH RESULTS LOS ANGELES AND APPROPRIATE TEXAS OFFICE

TO LOCATE AND 21WSVIEW THOME.

' DALLAS CHECK CREDIT, CRIMINAL AND GENERAL DELIVERY 

AT ARLINGTON TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW THOME.

THOME ARMED AND DANGEROUS. .

BIRMINGHAM AND MEMPHIS ADVISED AIR MAIL

r ■ Approved:_________ '________________ Sent___________ „___M Per -J.. r1.,,,.,,,,,^,.,,^^" . .. .
Special Agent in Charge ' . ■ / : >
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FBI ’
Date: 5/8/68 *

Transmit the following in_____PLAIN TEXT________ __________________________ I
(Type in plaintext or code) I

Via TELETYPE URGENT_____________ _______________________ [
(Priority) ,

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------J___________

TO SAC MEMPHIS (141-1987)

FROM SAC LOS ANGELES (14l-157M

MURKIN.

LOS ANGELES POLICE DEPARTMENT INFORMANT TODAY CLAIMED 

FEMALE DRIVING SOTY EIGHT CHEVROLET TUDOR. TENNESSEE LICENSE 

LP SIX ONE FOUR THREE, HAD DATED RAY WHILE IN LOS ANGELES AREA 
AND WAS NOwXt MOTEL NEAR WESTERN AND SANTA MONICA, LOS ANGELES. 

INVESTIGATION THAT AREA REFLECTS NO SUCH CAR.

MEMPHIS ASCERTAIN REGISTERED OWNER AND WHERE LOCATED IN 

LOS ANGELES.

Do Not Send

Information furnished to SA WILLIAM JOHN NOLAN by Lt. BOWSER, 
Special Investigations Unit, LAPD, per instruction of Deputy 
Chief HOUGHTON. Investigation in area done by SA GEORGE AIKEN. 
LAPD advised and will recheck their informant.
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Date: May 8, 1968 ।

t ■ • PLAIN iTransmit the following in__________________________  I
(Type in plaintext or code) '

Via_______ TELETYPE_________________ URGENT____________________________________ [
(Priority) ।

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  J_______

TO SAC, NEW ORLEANS(157-10673) 

FROM SAC, LOS ANGELES(1^-157^) 

MUREIN

RE PHOENIX TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR MAY THREE, LAST? NEW 

ORLEANS TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR MAY FOUR, LAST; AND NEW ORLEANS 

TELETYPE TO LOS ANGELES MAY SEVEN LAST,

INVESTIGATION AT ONE FIVE ZERO EAST ONE ONE PLACE, LOS 

ANGELES, CALIF., TO LOCATE ARNOLD P. THOMAS, JR. DISCLOSED 

THIS NON-EXISTENT ADDRESS.

INVESTIGATION THIS DATE AT ONE FIVE ZERO EAST ONE ONE 

ONE J^ACE, LOS ANGELES, DISCLOSED THIS ADDRESS OF^JOHNNIE 

H^W WHO HAS RESIDED THERE FOR PAST TBME YEARS, y 
*y NEW ORLEANS SHOULD RE-CONTACT>N^OLP AND IS^^LLE 

THOMAS, THREE FIVE TWO THREE HAMBURG ST., NEW^LEANS, TO 

ASCERTAIN CORRECT ADDRESS FOR ARNOLD P. THOMAS, JR.

AIRMAIL COPIES MEMPHIS, PHOENIX AND EL PASO

1 - Memphis
1 - Phoenix
1 - El Paso
BDH/bdh
(U)
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5/4/68

TO: 3110)1, FBI (44-38861)

UM: SAC, SACBAHKRTO (100-427) (P)

M9KB 
at 
(GO: MMU)

Ba U« Angela* teletype to Director, 5/3/68.

IsmUgatiei was instituted 5/4/68 to locate 
and iatardw Individuals, Saevaeento Bivision,. whs vm 
listed *s is&vldaalli on correspondence list*

CBMttB fry foonwalt, Manteca, Calif.;

^^TWB, 244 Oak St,, Chico, Calif.;

2627 V, Clinton, Fresno, Calif

Boossvelt, advised that Maetiee is 1966 letters taps

* suraau
i - ta^ii («•»») Cat)

(S’ - Loa MiAm <44-1574) (Mt)
1 • ha M^o (*)
1 - ta raaaataso (■)

JBBiaat
Ct)

i ’w®jfZ r p)..
a_/ r^n

FBI—LUS AhUtUiS
Ai 81968
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SC 100-427

arriving at her home and have been coming to her home 
since; however, she demies having participated in this 
correspondence in ary way* She ha# saved all letters 
received and displayed then for review. Bone of the 
letters viewed were from MT under any of his known 
aliases. She claimed she was not acquainted with MT 
or any of his known aliases. She was left a copy of the 
1.0. on MX and advised she would immediately contact 
the FBI if she received say contact free MX or anyone 
with a picture resembling his.

ATJSHGOa^s^^

Owner of dwelling at 244 Oak St,* Chico, advised 
has owned dwelling at this address Mace January, 1965, 
and does not recall t^TR]^ A neighborhood resident
remembers name of TJEVXSph^^ no information.
The 1964 Chico "Folk’s City Directory" lists a GERALD and 
PATRICIA TEVES at 419 West 6th St., Chico. Occupation 
listed as U. S. Army. Subsequent directories negative 

_ re WB family. U. S. Post Office, Chico, has no address 
" in records under TEVES asm. Forwarding addresses cleared 

every two years by U.S.Post Office, Chico. Bo record 
Chico PD re TEVES family.

It would appear PATRICIA TEVES Would not have 
received correspondent from "Swinger Correspondence Club” 
in view of U. I. Post Office clearing forwarding addresses 
every two years and Sacramento contemplates no investigation 
re TEVES.

AX JT*UmSnKf> GnLIIVMMXA

CONSUao K^f1137 Tuolumne Avenue, Fresno, 
sister of CSHIHWIWSJ advised CHRISTINA has been 
married 3 years anw previously belonged to Swinger Corres­
pondence Club and all mall received from dub during past 
$ yearsdestroyed by CONSUELO at (CRISTINA'S request since 
CHRISTINA has a jealous husband and mail was vulgar in 
content. CONSUELO does not recall any correspondence 
from MIT or ERIC and added all mail received was destroyed 
without attention to Mmder. She advised no mail was 
forwarded to CHRISTINA and CHRISTINA has no knowledge 
of contents of mail.

2
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SC 100-427

JBAfc^ialaii»^al^^Jfe^ H. Masks
Avenue, Fresno, prised she fcziaerly reMd^ 
court at 2827 W. Clinton. Se aMaed she may be listed 
as member of club bat never sigped up for membership. 
She has, however, received a quantity of mail as result 
of Joints teocother clubs. Sha stated most of nail 
vulgar in content and she could recall so correspondence 
with aayone named OIC or GALT and photograph of GALT 
net familiar to her. A review of correspondence in her 
possession failed to reflect any cmrespandance from 
SMC or GALT.

3*
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 19*2 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

9010-109

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574) (P)

from : SA FREDRICK E. BECKER

date: 5/9/68

subject: MURK IN

Re complaint form of complainant JEWELL BROWN received 
5/8/68.

On 5/8/68 complainant JEWET,lycROWN-was interviewed at 
her residence at 840% Alta vista boulevard, Los Angeles, 
California. Mrs. BROWN was interviewed regarding her belief 
that a renter of hers who move/out of the apartments she 
manages resembled the photogr4>h of JAMES EARL RAY which was 
published iythe Los Angeles newspapers on 5/8/68.

The/lnsuing interview of Mrs. BROWN revealed that 
age middle 40's, was a tenant 

of Mr^BROWN’s in apartment wOlta’Vrsta Boulevard, Los 
Angeles from November 1967 until April 10, 1968. Mrs. BROWN 
further advised that STRAGELCS drove a late model Lincoln 
awtomobile which had a white bottom and a black top. She 
stated that STRAGELCS was employed with the Lytton Savings 
and Loan at 2620 Bronholly Street, Los Angeles. She further 
stated that Mr. STRAGELCS wore glasses. Mrs. BROWN was 
shown numerous photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and she advised 
that STRAGELCS only appeared to be similar in appearance but 
not identical.

(1) 44-1574
FEB:feb
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OPTIONAL FORM NO- 10
MAY IK2 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

5010-10*

UNITED STATES uJ.ZRNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC, LOS ANGELES- (Wi-1M)

FROM : SA ALAN W. MUR jOCH

subject: KURKIN

date:

Re complaint form dated ^/2/68 setting forth inforanation 
from RUSS EROUSSARD.

_RUSS BRO/SSARD, the complainant, was re-contacted by the 
writer art 7 ^0 pm at the Red Coach Coctail Lounge, North 
Hollywood. He stated that the man who resembled JA1.ES EARL 
RAY aura, the woman he met in the lounge departed in the 
red i^stang (ROE 680) about five minutes after he 
had called th^ office.
Mrs. RICHA^^KOHAN, 168l|.8 Hiawatha St., Granada Hills, 
advised rf^/3/68 that the 1*^6^ red Mustang (ROE 880) is 
registered to her husband and that she had it on the evening 
of 5/2/o8. She met _CHARTES ZoT,Df wlpn is in the Product 
Evaluation Department of Lo/kheed Aircraft, and who is 
family friend of over twenyy years standing, at the Red 
Coach Cocktail Lounge at apcut 7*00 pm that evening.

Mrs. MOHAN was then inforrnaed of the reason for the inquiry 
and was shown photographs of RAY. She stated that GOLD 
was not identical a nd in no way resembled WO RAY.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1082 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

5010*100

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, LOS ANGELES (U-157k)

FROM : SUPERVISOR WILLIAM JOHN NOLAN

date: 5/9/68

subject: MURKIN

On 5/9/68 Sergeant RUSSELL, Fugitive Detail, Room 309,_____ .
Los Angeles Police Departmentytelephonically requested copies 
of the latest photograph of JAMES EARL RAY.

Six copies of thy photograph were immediately 
hand delivered to Sergeant/RUSSELL by SA FREDRICK E. BECKER.

WJN:CM 
(2)
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5/T/68

EN CODE

EMWE URGENT

TO i BUREAU (#4-38861) AND MEMPHIS (#4-1987) ;

FROMt SAN DIEGO (44-387)

MURKIN > ■

RE LOCAL SWINGER CORRESPONDENCE CLUB.

RELATEL TO BUREAU, MEMPHIS, SACRAMENTO, SAN DIEGO AND SAN 

FRANCISCO, MAY THREE ZaST.

MRS. RUBY KELLY, FOUR ZERO ONE NINE WILSON AVENUE, SAN DIE^O, 

CALIFORNIA, ON MAY SEVEN INSTANT ADVISED ABOUT TWO YEARS AGOl 

SHE JOINED THE CWD CLUB IN NEW YORK CITY DESCRIBED BI MRS.

KELLI AS A CORRESPONDENCE CLUB.

SINCE JOINING, SHE HAS CORRESPONDED WITH FOUR OR FIVE ' 

NAIE INDIVIDUALS, NONE NAMED ERIC S. GALT, NOR HAS SHE RECEIVED - 

ANY CORRESPONDENCE FROM GALT.

FURTHER ADVISED ABOUT A MONTH AGO SHE RECEIVED A LETTER , 

FROM A PERSON IN WEST HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA, REQUESTING HER TO 

CORRESPOND WITH HIM, STATING HE OBTAINED HER NAME FROM THE 

SWINGER CORRESPONDENCE CLUB. - .

#4-387

LOB Angeles (#4-157#) (Info) (AIRMAIL)

AWOsmel 
(2)

SEARCHED — 
8B»AU2ED_ 

MAY

NDEXI

19^
FBI—LOS .ANGELE
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o #*-387

PA® TWO

jots. kelly mod m joining the swinger correspondence

CIAB ND BELIEVED HER HANE MIGHT HAVE HKEH (OBTAINED BP THEN

THRONE HER JOINING THE CTO CLUB, MEW YORK CITI.

PHOTO OF SUBJECT DISPLAYED TO NH .i.tKK r WITH NEGATIVE

XBQISB.

RECORDS UBPO, POSTAL INSPECTOR’S OFFICE, SAN DIMO, CALIFOR­

NIA, INDICATE P. 0. BOX TWO ZEM ON EIGHT THREE, SAN DIEGO, 
CALIFORNIA, AS8IGMKD RICHARDjd^lGJ^

DRIVE, SAN MESO, NO UBfDN IDR ABMNMII^

MWORDB P. 0* BOX ONI POW NONE, SAN YBIDRO,

MEXICAN SOBPEL MORAL

, BAJA CALIFORNIA,

CALIFORNIA, ASSIGN® KATHLEEN H

CUBIC, VIA SAN VICENTE, EJIDO

NO LISTING COOTE LA JOB MOW END QUOTE.

RICINAID BROKAN INTERVIEWED ADVISED HE HIS HAD CORRESPONDENCE

FROM SK CORRESPONMDICE CLUB FOR PAST TWO YEARS APPROXXNATELT

EVERY SIX NORTHS. HE ADVISED RECENTLY MAIL CUB ADDRESS® TO

CLUB. IKES NAIL CONSISTED OF APPLICATION FORMS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SB M-387

BASE SHREE

8. SALT A0t WO* WOW SHOW PHOTOS OF SAIT, MID AM ««- 

LOSE OF EXH.

XNvESTXOATION CONWXJTED CALIFORNIA, MEXICO,

(XMNERNXNS P. 0. BOX ONE FOOR SEVEN FOOR, SAN ISIDRO, CALIFORNIA.

LOS ANNEXES ADVISED St AIRMAIL.

AAD. P.
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FBI LOS ANG

FBI NEW ORLS

2-45 PM URGENT 5-9-68 MMW

TO LOS ANGELES 44-1575

FROM NEW ORLEANS 157-10673

MURKIN

RE PHOENIS TELETYPE TO BUREAU MAY THREE, LAST, NEW ORLEANS 

TELETYPE TO BUREAU MAY FOUR, LAST AND LOS ANGELES TELETYPE

TO NEW ORLEANS MAY EIGHT, LAST.

ARNOLD AND ISABELLK^THOMAS, THREE FIVE TWO THREE HAMBURG 

STREET, NEW ORLEANS, ADVISED THEIR SON ARNOLD P..THOMAS, JR., 

RESIDES ONE FIVE ZERO EAST ONE ONE SIX PLACE, LOS ANGELES, 

CALIF., ZIPP CODE NINE ZERF ZERO SIX ONE. THOMAS ADVISED HIS 

, OTHER SON, CHARLES THOMAS, RESIDES FIVE ONE FIVE ZERO SOUTH

v GRAMERCY PLACE, LOS ANGELES, CALIF., ZIP CODE NINE ZERO ZERO 

.’ FOUR SEVEN, TELEPHONE THREE NINE FOUR - NINE NINE NINE ONE

LOS ANGELES WILL INTERVIEW THOMAS, VERIFY PHONE CALL FROM 

ELPASO TO NEW ORLEANS, AND SHOW PICTURES OF SUBJECT RAY TO 

DETERMINE IF THOMAS HAS EVER SEEN THIS INDIVIDUAL BEFORE.

AIRMAIL COPIES MEMPHIS, PHOENIX AND ELPASO.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO- 10 
MAY 1062 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

5010*106

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to :. SAC, LOS ANGELES date: 5/9/68

from : SUPERVISOR ROBERT E. KERTIN

subject : MURK IN

FRED FIMBRES, Chief of Detectives, L^s Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department, advised on 5/9/68; that his 

I Department received information from GARY GILDER, l|300 
’ South California, Burbank, California, telephone 845-36!|.l, 
। that he resided with JAMES EARL RAY at 1117 South Prairie, 

Inglewood, California, as of October, 1967. ,

He stated that he knew RAY as JOHN EDWARDS and 
that the pictures that appeared in the "Los Angeles Times" 
on 5/8/68 were pictures that made him feel certain that 
his former roommate, JOHN EDWARDS, was JAMES EARL RAY.

He said that EDWARDS had several guns in their 
residence and he considered him to be a "nut." He also 
stated that he believed the FBI questioned EDWARDS concerning 
his efforts to purchase a bazooka and bazooka ammunition.

FIMBRES stated that he had no additional infor­
mation concerning GILMER or EDWARDS and was furnishing 
this data for whatever action was deemed appropriate by 
the Los Angeles Division.

LEAD
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 50
5010-104 * . .

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC (1|1|-157M date: 5/7/68

FROM : mtif J.R. SULLIVAN

subject: MURKIN

Re Memo SA W ILLIAM, J. REHDER, l;/3O/68, received 5/2/68

On 5/2/68 SAs ALBERT HUSTEDT & J. ROBERT SULLIVAN contacted 
Mrs. BESSIE BEAR, 1^219 Bio Hondo Parkway, nosemead, atwhichtime 
she advised that JAMES/feRCER. neighbor residing at lj??5 Rio Hondo 
P’way, does not resemble the photograph of the subject, JAMES EARL 
RAY. She states that jKERCER is employed by a police department or 
sheriff’s office, ad/ress not known. She states that Mrs. MERCER is 
usually home during/the day.

Attempts were q/de to contact Mi’s. MERCER on 5/2,3 and 6 without 
success. •

On 5/7/68 Mrs. MERCER advised that the generals hape of the 
face of RAY might possibly resemble the shape of tear husband ’ s f ace 
but the similarity ends there; she states her husband is much heavier 
but only 25 years of age; further he is employed by the Los “ngeles 
bounty Sheriff’s Office in t he Hall of Justice - day shift - jail detail;

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Transmit the following in _^.

Via
AIRTEL

FBI

Date: 5/7/68

(Typein plaintext or■^7

AIR MAIL /
(Priority)

i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i

I

—)
I

TO:

FROM:

DIRECTOR, FBI (U-3386I)

SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574)

SUBJECT
00: Memphis

Re San Diego airtel to Bureau 4/30/68 and Los 
Angeles airtel to Bureau 5/^/68.

IS® BA

asFor the info tion/of Bureau, Office of Origin,
and Atlanta, Mr. RO^TE, uncle of DOWDA’s wife,
advised on reintervIeF^ that he had consulted his wife 
concerning the particulars . the DOWDA’s visit to the . 
GRAHAM residence during the’Thanksgiving Season, 1967.

GRAHAM stated that LEWIE 00®A and Mrs. DOWDA 
arrived at the GRAHAM residence, 8419 Diversity Drive, 
Palos Verdes, California, driving a Volkswagen automobile 
bearing Georgia license • plates the date prior to Thanks­
giving, 11/28/6?, as he recalled. After having Thanksgiving 
dinner with the GRAHAMS, the DOWDA’s left in their Volkswagen 
at approximately 4:00 p.m. to see a friend of DOWDA’s who 
allegedly worked in a hospital, believed in Santa Barbara, 
California. DOWDAalso expressed his consideration of 
seeking employment at this hospital. ‘

3 - Bureau
2 - Atlanta

Angeles e ~’.E3

• (8) SEFSVJZED 

FILED

ApprovA.
' Sent —______ '___ ' Per ~^Wma^Q^^gpy
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DOWDA’s returned to the GRAHAM residence on " 
»7* and immediately upon arrival, Mrs. GRAHAM

arrival from Northern California.

DOWDA advised that he had lost his wallet in 
Santa Barbara, California, while swimming and GRAHAM had 
to han or give DOWA sufficient funds to drive back to / 
Atlanta. The DOWDA’s left the GRAHAM'S residence on Saturday, 
12/2/68, enroute to Atlanta via San Diego, California.

GRAHAM stated that he knew DOWDA by first name 
"WHITEY”. DOWDA stated he was a dietician and had attended . 
three years college in the State of Missouri, perhaps the 
University of Missouri.

. GRAHAM stated that he was of the opinion that 
DOWDA was prone to stretch the truth and he, MB> . 
personally doubted his veracity for the short period of 
time he was acquainted with him.

The above information is furnished to Atlanta 
in slight variation of re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau.

GRAHAM stated that the information furnished in 
this communication was more nearly correct as to exact dates 
inasmuch as he had contacted his wife and the two of Wei 
had more accurately pinpointed the times and dates in 
question.

2-
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..T -. -2333 
JEE: b j c 
1

On April 24, 1968, Sis JAMES RICHARD FLICK, 
JCHRPH G. SELA, and JACK I. SEVERSTEIN interviewed LEWIE 
ELI^ORE DOkoA, an inmate at the Cobb County Jail, Marietta, 
Georgia. DOWDA advised he was formerly incarcerated at the 
Missouri State Prison, Jefferson City, Missouri. He stated 
while at the Missouri State Prison, he was acquainted for 
approximately three years with JAMES EARL RAY, a fellow 
inmate. DCYDA advised he was released from the Missouri 
State Prison on December 23, 1966, and JAMES EARL RAY was 
still incarcerated. He states he had been the ch_ef cook 
m the Missouri State Prison and RAY worked as a bread 
slicer.

DOWDA advised RAY was the type person the other 
Inmates did not :‘mess with." He described RAY as a "loner" 
mo usually initiated the conversation if he wanted to talk 
to anyone. He stated that RAY spoke tn a mild, low tone and 
when angry i ould . . : ev . . / . . He . = had never
known RAY to become exerted and shout. Do hrs cowledge, 
he has never known RAY to smoke. He stated RAY id a fair 
complexion, which was blotchy, having loples ar., .al the 
lower portion of his face. He stated RAY had a rasa, on the 
right side of his head curing the octi, e time he had known 
RAY and RAY would scratch this rash. He stated this rash 
was very noticeable due to the type of haircut in the 
Penitentiary and RAY put some type of salve on this rash. 
He stated . HR-s hair was lightly streaked with gray. He 
advised the only scar he can recall which RAY had was a 
large burn mm on his fore, rm, side unrecalled. He 
stated this scar was located near the wrist. He stated 
RAY had dingy teeth.

DOWD., advised RAY always talked about "running 
around" in St. Louis, Missouri. He normally talked about

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386 
JTB:bjc

(a car1) locate in either St. Louis or Kansas Cloy. DOWDA 
stated the other girl was a girl KAY had met around the 
college at Columbia, Missouri., and it was his impression 
this girl had worked in a tavern there.

DOWD., advised RAY, while in prison, wore a ring 
on his left hand ’which was made at the Penitentiary, 
having bee., made from white metal with raised initials. 
He stated RAY never sm„led, but when he smiled, it looked 
lake a smirk. He advised RAY was clean and not sloppy 
an -is dress. He described RAY as an avid reader and 
consicareo RAY to be intelligent. He advised RAY partic- 
aoated in softball games as a pitcher and would watch all 
of the baseball games at the Penitentiary, however, he 
had never heard RAY speak of professional baseball.

DOWDA stated that some time in 1966, a group 
of Slack Muslims had petitioned for the right to have 
their own religious services. He stated the Muslims would 
congregate in groups and that a subsequent search of the 
Negro prisoners had uncovered a large co ....... of weapons, 
j .. a ted the 1 lite : . . e ... ■ ...
there was a riot at the prison. DOWDA sta.-d three Negro 
prisoners were killed. DOWDA stared he wou_d nos aay RAY 

had knifed these Negro pr .ssners, our did say that .nf RAY 
had not knifed them, he def-mitely ..new who had k;—Led them.

DOWD., stated RAY definitely was a racist and 
hated Negroes. He seated RAY had made the statement and 
firmly believed that all the Negro prisoners onside the 
Penitentiary should be killed. He stated RAY had on 
several occasions made the statement that if the price were 
right A jould kill ■.ARYAN LUTHER KING, JR. DOW... st .... 
he does not recall ever hearing anything which would indicate 
a "contract" was cut for the murder of MARTIN LUTH R KING.
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used amphetaminetaking the shot in the "main line." He 
stated RAY would take two to three shots a day. He stated 
RAY neter lacked for . .oney, bur had no id a of RAY’s source 

mediae. DOUDA stated he is certain Rai was not selling 
.photmine to other prisoners., stating he has known RAY 

. gave free amphetamine to prisoners who needed a shot.
him denied that he himself had ever taken any shots, but 
admitted he has taken pills. DOWDA claimed he and RAY 
were not engaged in the sale of amphetamine at the Missouri 
o u- s c c j/ x5 s o n ♦

DOWI . stated that HAROLD SCHAEFER, Guard on the 
gate in the kitchen of the Missouri State Prison, was very 
close to JAMIS EARL RAY and it was DOWDA’s understanding 

. : ' FI R s R air................ e
BEN JUIN 0. GOODIN was a civilian in charge of the kitchen 
a _d ne is certain GOOD .N was not connected in any way with 
the bringing of amphetamine into the prison. He stated 
while GOODIN was friendly with R ' .. understs.......... Lt was
GoODaN who had Olscaosed R... -s r—m-g oxace woe a ....-_ had 
attempted to escape in 1$66.

M stated RAY had another friend, one DONALD DAMN 
stated RIGGER was from California and RIGGER:s 

psychiatrist at the Napa State Hospital, which
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lifter their release from prison. Ip stated LAIL worked in 
the license shop at the h osouri State Prison and although 
he was acquainted w„th RAY, he did not believe LAIL was a 
particularly good friend of RAY. He stated after his return 
from California, he was contacted by PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR. 
He stated LAIL .. u a home at 34 L^rbcooe A 
tarings, hast Palm Beach. Florida, Telephone Number 965“ 
4121. He stated LAIL _n February of 1968 was out of a job 
c-lo had come to Marietta, Georgia, looking for employment. 
He stated LAIL had come to Marietta, Georgia, 'with his 
wife and a small baby and had resided with BOWEL for 
approximately one and one-half weeks, leaving approximately 

■ . or three days after hill, was arrested, DOWDA having
bean arrested on March 4, 1968.

DOWBA advised he could recall nothing else concern- 
~rg -u-.n v,...ich ngnt assist on h^-s location, out an the 
event he remembered' anything additional, he would contact
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4/30/66

AIRTKL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-33861)

nOM: SAC, SAN DINGO (44-387) (P)

HOKUM 
(00: Memphis)

Re Atlanta airtel to the Bureau 4/25/88.

Kudosed for the Los Angelos Division are two Xerox 
copies of referenced communication. Also enclosed ere two 
Xerox copies of rssults of an interview with LKVIi^^ 
an inmate at the COM) County Jail, Marietta, 3lwortlLa,/on 
4/24/68. /

Los Angele* Division is reguested toj^onduct lead 
at Palos Verdes to locate aad interview BOB GRAHAM since 
that city is in their territory. .z^-^^--——

3L - Bureau > .
(2/~ Low Angeles (Anca. - 4) / 6 
tT — Memphis
1 - Atlanta (44-2386)
2 - San Diogo

AWO:bef
(»)

J

V
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum
TO : SAC, LOS ANGELES (U-157b)(F) date:. 5/7/68

FROM : sa GEORGE E. AIKEN, JR.

subject: murkIN

Re San Diego airtel to Bur0u, h/30/68

On 5/2/68 Mr ROBERT E. GRAHAM, 5^19 Diversity Drive, Palos Verdes 
Peninsula, LosAngeles, ~CaTifo^n a, was telephonically contacted by the writer, 
at which time he advised as follows: ,

He stated that LEWIE RAYMOND DOjy^A married his brother’s daughter, 
and as best he could recall DOWDA ancTXis~~wife' visited the GRAHAM family 
during the Thanksgiving Holidays, 19^7, exact time of their visit as to day 
they arrived and departed, unrecal]/d.

He stated that the DOWDAs left the GRAHAM residence, after perhaps a 
two day visit, enroute to Monterey, California. Approximately a day to a day 
and a half, they returned, and DOWDA advised that he had lost his wallet 
in the Monterey, California area. GRAHAM stated that he gave DOWDA sufficient 
money for him and his wife to return to Atlanta, Georgia, in their Volkswagen.

GRAHAM stated that he could recall nothing further about the DOWDAs visit 
and that during the evening of 5/2/68, would consult his wife about the visit 
and would advise the writer the following day of anything pertinent that his wife 
could remember.

GRAHAM was interviewed at his place of business, 16005 Sheman Way, suite 
102, Van Nuys, California, on 5/3/68, by the writer and SA DAVID R. PENDER, at 
which time GRAHAM advised as follows:

. He stated that he had talked with his wife the previous evening, and 
she reminded him of the following pertinent facts relative to LEWIE RAYMOND 
DOWDA’s visit duping the Thanksgiving Season, 1967.

H^ advised that the DOWDAs arriwed at the GRAHAM residence the day 
prior to Thanksgiving Day,on 11/28/6$, as he recalled. They had Thanksgiving 
Dinner with the GRAHAMS, and left the GRAHAM Residence at about h:00 PM Thanksgiving 
D y to see a friend in S nta Rosa, Ca ifornia, who was working in a hospital in 
that city. DOWDA was considering seeking employment in the same hospital that

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



GRAHAM stated that after talking to his wife about the visit, that 
he recalled that it was odd that a man and his wife would drive all the way 
across country to have Thanksgiving Dinner with a relative, and then leave 
immediately after the dinner.

GRAHAM stated the DOWDAs returned to the Los Angeles Area on Friday 
afternoon, 12/1/67, and immediately called him at his office, advising him that 
DOWDA had lost his wallet while swimming in the Monterey, California.

The DOWDAs left LQs Angeles, California, after again visiting the GRAHAMS 
on Saturday, 12/2/67.

GRAHAM stated that he beleived that DOWDA was untruthful with him 
on several occasions during their visit. He told GRAHAM that he had attended 
three years college at the University of Missouri, which GRAHAM discounted, 
because he did not think that he demeanor of one who had attended college. 
He also told GRAHAM that he was a dietitian, but he had little knowledge 
about how to prepare foodstuffs and the calloric content of various foods.

GRAHAM stated that he knew DOWDA as Whitie.
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The following investigation was conducted b
searched

SA Vincent J. O’Neill: SERIALIZED

indexed. 
JILE^

At Oxnard, Cal ifornia FBI _LOS_ANGELES

On l|-21-68 Mr. Leslie A. ^nomas, IOI4.I W. Oh^,---- ■— 

advised that Tie has been very upset since the acxx murder 

of Rev. Martin Luther King/ and that on the day of the 

funeral he was stopped by a male, individual who asked 

for ^ six cents. Mr. Thomas refused and the man walked 

North on A street in downtown Oxnard. He estimated that 

this incident occured on l|.-?-68, Subsequently when he 

observed newspaper photographs of ERICK GALT in and saw 

his phtxbo on television on l|-21-68 Mr. Thomas felt the 

man who asked him for money on l|-9-68 resembled GALT very 

closely. He described that individual as follows:

Name: Unknown
Sex: Male
Race: White
Hgt: 5’9"
Wgt: 165 lbs
Hair: Brown
Age: 44
Clothing: Tan sports jacket & slacks with tie
Employment: Stated he had worked at Mel’s Restaurant

in Oxnard, hurt his ah and and was now 
unemployed.

Peculiarities: Ri^it hand wrapped in gauze;
carriedAn overnight bag and coat

Frank Lewis./owner , ,
' On 4“22-68 Mr. iKhlxxKacxxna^f, KamxgMt^ Mel’ s^^staurant, 

1041 S. Oxnard Bld., was interviewed and determined from a

record check and contact with employees that^JOHN BEGINS had 

been employed as a cook for a total of 23 hours from 4/5 - 7/68 

and injured his hand and was laid off. The only thdbxgxin: information 
in the records disclosed his residence as 1191 Skeel Drive, Camarillo,

Mr. Lewis advised that BEVINS did not resemble the photograph of 
ERIC GALT.
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Calif., with Social Security Number

At Camarillo, Calif.

On lp-22-68 Mrs. MYRTLE LINGG, 1291 Skeel Drive, 

was interviewed and she stated sheTis the' sister of JOHN 

BEVINS, and that he lived with h/r ami until 1^-15-68 when 

he left to take up residence with his brother, BAILEY BROWN

l|J|18 Avery St*, Detroit, Michigan. She advised that

BEVINS lived with her from lp-9-68 and prior to that date

was living c/o general delivery, Seattle^, Washington, for 

one year. She described JOHN BEVINS as follows and furnished 

a snapshot of him:

NAME: JOHN BENINS
Sex: Male
Race: White
DOB: Age 1|2, born in Kentucky
Hgt: 6*
Wgt: 145 lbs
Hair: Blond, thinning
Ejjes: Brown
Marital Status: Married, separated from wife, 

MARIE BEVINS, Seattle, Wash.
Health: Rheumatic heart condition
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574>

FROM : SA DENNIS C. LEMASTER

date: 5/9/68

subject: MURKIN

Re Los Angeles memo of SA H. LA MARR GUNN dated 
4/20/68.

On 4/22/68, 4/25/68, and 5/3/68, attempts were 
made to contact jGEORQE/SHAVLi__ On the latter date, he was 
contacted at his~residence, Apartment 4, 120 East Kelso 
Street, Inglewood, California. Throughout the interview 
the individual appeared emotionally disturbed. His comments, 
at times, were very irrational and disconnected. SHAW 
was shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY. He said that the 
individual that he saw in San Diego, California, on 4/10/68, 
did not look at all like the individual in the photograph.

Several telephone calls were initiated to locate 
SHAW through the telephone number that he provided on 4/20/68. 
It was determined that this telephone number was that of 
his mother, who does not reside with SHAW.

DCL/kaf 
(2) ,
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TO

FROM

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC, LOS ANGELES t#-1574|>

SA DENNIS C. LEMASTER

date: 5/9/68

subject: MURKIN

Re Los Angeles memo of SA ORLEY A. LEESON, JR., 
dated 4/20/68. , y

GERALD G./TEESTA and MAUREEN/TEESTA, Husband 
and wife, manegers/of the Millfidge Apartment 15636 
Valerio Street, Van Nuys, California/^were shown photographs 
of JAMES EARL RAY. Both of them advised that these 
photographs were unfamiliar to them. They said that 
no tenants of the apartment house complex or any visitors 
that they have seen at the apartment house complex resemble 
the photographs.

They advised that there are 14 apartments in 
the complex, each of them occupied by young married 
couples or single people.

DCL/kaf 
(2) Z
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OTO 44-703
M IMS

msm* Nii om nm m inbmi imb komi knock mm

TWO MMMtt 4# WOT NU4M TO MWB TKCK IB CTOIMi TO

(OUNHU« MMMI AB WB MIU TWOBTOVi BUS TO T

bnS) tub rar hbb znqUi ok BYiinnB to ob kmobib

NOM, MOOT BMUIM* NAB MB, SKI NO# MIHM OK

IK MNBM KB FUOB MOK NKBB# TO CM-

KOI# IF CK W OK IF

KMWKTXQN KB SUK TO NAB 6OOAIO8MT K BK« K SOB K

KB A NTHB IK MMMMT KB MB TO BO SOK HK1B ONUB

K MBIT WK! IK TOWN TO CAXJBKRXA. K IS BBMK K MITB
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MNOM MB BMHD IB -A TAKI TO BEBB PICKOP YBKK MK« WB

XBBXCSf BMAXIVB KI IWB MIBU

OnXBOB KUBO'S AGBXPXIY* .

MMOL Krai IB BOB MBB&BS* MDBKS ABB KAMOI CZXY* ■
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