






























































T The widow was_asged o
corfiment on President Ford's
statement at- a news con-
ference Wednesday that he
abhorred FBI harassment of
King and that he would con-
sult Levi on taking action
against those to blame.

“I am very encouraged by
this. I do feel with the recent
investigations into' the FBI
and CIA we have new eviden-
ce, confirmed evidence,” she

said. ———
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;’g&,mw have to avoid being in-

s historians," a procéss that™ "i
extremely unfair," Levi said.

“Just -take the ingredients of the
King matter," Levi said. "Who was
the attorney general who authorized
taps and microphones on King? Who
was the President?"

Testimony at the Senate committee
hearings showed that the FBI had
operated eight wiretaps and 16 hid-
den microphones, or bugs, on King
during the Kennedy and Johnson ad-
ministrations. )

Three of the taps were authorized
by former Atty. Gen. Robert F. Ken-
nedy, after the bureau said that it
was concerned about a sensitive na-
tional security matter relating to pos-
sible Communist influence on King.
The Senate committee has not deter-
mined whether the five other taps
were authorized.

Testimony indicated that the bugs
were operated without authorization
by Kennedy, but on a general au-
thorization that the FBI thought. it
had from former Atty. Gen. Herbert
Brownell Jr.

"T don't think circumstances were
such that microphones could be used
without at least the subsequent ap-
proval of the attorney general," Levi
said.

"If we're talking about changing
names of buildings and about chang-
ing the way people are regarded,
then you have lots of things to ask,"

T.evi added. - —
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One FBL memo_quofed n
thé report stated that Jenkins
had suggested leaking the
hotel room tapes to the press.
However, the report added
that in a sworn interview
“Jenkins expressly . denied”
making such a suggestion.

« The 105-page study, which

ontained few new -dis-
¢losures concerning the
bureau’s self-described cam-
paign ‘‘to completely dis-
credit King as the leader of
the Negro people,” was re-
leased as a supplementary
volume to the intelligence
panel’s final report made
public last week.

A total of 13 suppleman-
tary volumes will be released.
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" 'The study.committee; s,

in POIUMEET's report, Wi
prosecutorial functmn, the sources
said.. Instead, it would review the
record, hear new evidence, if any,
and advise the attorney general
whether it sees grounds for pursuing
ttlxe deg case, technically mever
close

‘The sources said that Department
of Justice officials believed that such
a study committee could be named
under provisions of the 1972 Adviso-

TrSommision Act, designed o mw
government operations.

The legislation requires that’ a
least one member be a governmént
official with the power to convene
and dismiss'meétings. :

However, the sources added, Pot-
tinger's recommendation will be that
most, if not all, of the other members
be drawn from outside the goverp-
fhen
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to talk with Justice Depart-
ment lawyers because he-is
seeking a new trial, was ar-
rested for the King murder’
pleaded guilty and was sen-
tenced to 99 years in prison.

The review of the FBI's
files on King. it was said.
showed ‘‘an unwarranted
and excessive intrusion”
into King's personal life by
the FBI. One official said. ““]
don’t think they (the FBI)

will come out smelling like
fB56S 10 the repoft — =
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*Raycontended, that his
attorney, Percy Foreman of
Houston, had ccmpromised
his rights and pressured him
into’ admitting the 1968
murder to preserve the
commercial value of books
written about the killing of
the civil rights leader. P
.-Ray said that Foreman
&nd another former attor-
ney, Arthur Hanes Sr. of
Birmingham, Ala, were
more intercsted in royalties
they were assigned from a
book and articles written by
author William Bradford
Huie than in preparing his
defense. :
But McRae rejected Ray's
arguments and accepted in-
stead the_state's contention
tAaTRav had madera=red-
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- goned and reasonable decision to accept a Y3-year sen-

telee rathér than risk the death penaity” by géirg-to-trfal

“*Although the circumstances (surrounding the guilty
plea) include conduct on the part of Ray's retained attor<
neys that should have been performed differently,” McRae
said, "the total circumstances do not reflect a violation of
the constitutional rights applicable to one who voluntarily
pleaded guilty on the advice of competent counsel of his
own choosing.® ‘

McRae also rejected the accusation that Foreman had
eoerced him into pleading guilty.

*On the contrary, the'matter was discussed on numerous
separate occasions over almost one month, at the least,*
the judge said. *Ray carefully considered and partially
amended the lengthy stipulation of facts that formed the
basis for accepting his guilty plea, and Ray coolly and de-
liberately entered the plea in an open court where he
spoke to correct the record as he thought appropriate”.

Ray is serving his sentence at. the main Tennesse prison
in Nashville and was not present for McRae's ruling, but
his attorneys said they weuld appeal. §

King, winner of the Nchel Peace Prize for his civil
rights workhwaa slzmn?s he stgod on the baleony of a mo-
tel in Memphis on April 4, ]96 to help san.ta* nwor rs
dlﬁmz‘a'suglke. - PP
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Stanton, whose father was
piblic_ defender affer Ray's
1968 arrest in London, now is
district attorney. He and De-
Mere testified before Judge
Robert M. McRae Jr. of US.
District Court. " ;

Explaining why he thought
Ray’s defense was-weak, Stan-
ton cited Ray's fingerprints on
the - murder, weapon, Ray’s
presence in Memphis at the
time and the discovery of his
overnight bag at the scene of
the shooting.

But Stanton said he was pre-
paring a defense for Ray until
he pleaded guilty. *1 was
amazed and astourided” at the
plea, Stanton said.

Ray-claims his private attor-
ney, Percy Foreman -of Hous-
ton, Tex., coerced him to enter
the plea and that none of his
former attorneys developed &
supportable defense for hini.

Stanton’ said that several
documents collected by defense
investigators could have been
used in support of Ray's in-
nocence. including statements
by witnesses disputing the site
from- which the fatal shot
came. .

Authorities' have discounted
the possibility of a conspiracy
in King's death, claiming Ray
acted alone. But Ray and his
attorneys are contending that
he was innocent of the shooting
and was the dupe_of a_con-
spiracy carried out by others.
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