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__ Page 1, Part 1
Los Angeles Times
Los Angeles, Calif

BY ROBERT L. JACKSON and RONALD J. OSTROW *
Times Staff Writer* . ■ f

WASHINGTON—Eric Starvo Galt, who is accused of slaying Dr, ' 
Martin Luther King, was identified by the FBI Friday as an escaped 
^med robber and car thief whose real name is James Earl Ray/

The FBI said it discovered the y 
identity of Ray, 40, by tediously ' : 
matching faint fingerprints found. 4 ' 
during the two-week-old investiga- • 
tion against those of more than 53,- 
000 fugitives described in the bu­
reau's files. The FBI did not say , t 
where the fingerprints were found.

Ray, who employed a variety of 
other aliases during an 18-year . 
crime career, is the object of one of ’ 
the greatest manhunts in history, . 
involving FBI, state and local police 
across the country.

Ray escaped April 23, 1967, from. 
the Missouri State Penitentiary at' 
Jefferson City, where he had served 
seven years of a 20-year sentence for , ' 
the $120 robbery of a St. Louis 
supermarket and for stealing a ca^- ; .^ 
in 1959.
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’ firsj: Seized in Los Angeles >:-—
His. arrest record, the FBI said, 

goes back to 1949 when he was 
convicted of a Los Angeles burglary 
for. which he served time in County 
Jail.'He was convicted of a Chicago 
armed , robbery in 1952 and sen­
tenced to state prison. In 1955 he 
was convicted of forging postal 
money orders in Missouri and 
sentenced to the federal penitentia­
ry at Leavenworth, Kan.

After two unsuccessful attempts to 
escape from the Missouri prison, 
Ray made his break last year 
apparently by hiding in a bakery 
truck that was making deliveries of 
bread baked in the penitentiary to 
prison honpr farms outside the 
walls. Ray's prison duties were in 
food service.

The first of his two previous 
attempts to escape from the peniten­
tiary, in 1961, was thwarted when a 
ladder collapsed under him as he 
was attempting to scale a wall. In 
the second attempt, in March, 1966, 
he escaped from his cell but was 
found in a ventilating shaft inside 
the penitentiary.

Transferred to Hospital
The second escape attempt caused 

Ray to be transferred to the Missou­
ri State Hospital at Fulton* where 
he underwent mental observation 
from Sept. 8 to Oct. 21,1966, where 
he was confined to the maximum 
security ward for the criminally 
insane.

But Dr. Donald Peterson, hospital 
superintendent, said Ray should not 
be considered "an ex-mental pa­
tient." He explained that many 
inmates who try to escape are sent 
to Fulton for mental examination to 
determine if they view themselves 
as responsible for their actions.

"There was no evidence whatso­
ever of any mental disease or defect," 
Peterson told The Times. He said 
the prisoner had exhibited no strong 
racial prejudices or other psycholo­
gical quirks. • ^___—^

Dr. Peterson said indications were 
that Ray suffered from "just no 
goodness." He said, ’"He was well 
behaved at the hospital and I 
understand that outside of escaping 
and attempting to escape, he gave 
them no trouble at the penitentiary.:

At least We haven't^ been 
told otherwise." ^ss^-5*

Ray’s hospital records 

indicated both his parents 
are dead, but listed' a 
brother, Jerry Ray/of 

■ Post Office Box 22? Wheel- 
ing, Ill. In addition, a 
wanted poster Issuedby 
Missouri authorises $rnen 

'Ray escaped fro^ prison 
last year also listed John 

r' Ray of 1918 Park Ave$$t. 
? Louis, as a brother. J;\

No trace of either broth­
er could be found by 
reporters Friday, and the 
FBI declined comment 
when asked about them.

Ray’s former neighbors 
in St. Louis said Friday 
that FBI agents were car­
rying on an active search 
for Ray last October. That 
was six months after he 
escaped from prison and 
was listed aS a fugitive.

But the FBI agents ran 
into a cold trail when they 

' questioned residents of 
, ' tiie rooming house area oh 

the near south side of St. 
Louis where Ray had 
lived with his mother and 
grandmother at the time 
he was arrested for armed 
robbery in 1959.

Tall and Thin
Two long-time residents 

of the area told a Tipi^s 
r e p r t e r that they in- ' 
formed the FBI they had 

■ not seen Ray since his 
/ arrest eight years earlier 
. a^d they -said that (the 
- mother and grandmother 
/ apparently moved 'out of, 
: the neighborhood at about 
» the time of his arrest, . 
■ ' • Mrs. Sophie Martin and 
/ Mrs. June Turnbough ad­

ded that the Rays had 
lived in their neighbor­
hood for only 'about one 

, year. ’ They, remembered 
Ray as a tall and thin man 
who usually was garbedip - 
a shirt and'slacks and who' 
always used the hade door, 
rather than the fOrjr%i

Mtwte Mrs;' Mar- 
tinWidyrentea the entire 

(three-story. hpu^fe, pf, dine' 
Ams in which the Rays i 

lived and
! of the rooms. ;i^rlW‘' 

mers 'drank
Mrs. Martin 'safd^/'’TnatV 

, the kind ‘ of rodw' sHe 
catered,

^ Address. ^W<^ 
, ’ Before the, armed rob/, 
a bery for irt|Bii'^®H»Ii 
; sentenced "to\vP^PW 
• rented' a room to
; rooming house about' u^- 
; bloc&s away. Pokce aw^ 

ed, him and an accdrnpliqe, ,
■ there’ 20 minutes after the., 
-■rbbbery.

Although prison records4 
' indicated that R^^^/ij 
: given the'Park Ave/ad-M 
• dress for his brother, tM^r^ 
’ was some question ’^,#; 
; fhe .accuracy bf; th^^ 

dress. It turned out to Wa ‘ 
one-story junk- Wp

• living quarters .imWreat^ 
. The pre sb n t obfeup^tb 
‘who has lived there*fdt a< 
year, said he-did nptknoW v 
Ray’s brother or-Ray'and? 
had nd knowledge of ^k 
ther the brother., hadbyer?;

‘ .lived there, j L /, Wf7 
-7 The FBI conspiracy'> 
. charge1' filed .W^imy. 
‘ against nQaK” said. he' hW ' 

conspired agaipstDf • KbW?
[ with an uhna^d^^er,/ 
' Sources ’ have ,sjncy^ug?| 
gested that only, ■ one '^; 

«pect is being sought.’ 4*,"' 
7 The conspiracy^^ht': 
against "Galt'.' as ydlB a, 
later Tennessee r mjW 
chprge against him ■ still 
Apply against 'Ray,' fecal 
(sources said. - - x* >7 -' 7

Slain on Balcony ' > 
i^’Kmg ws^laip'mt 
We.balcony, :<.f m#in ' 
"Memphis April 4.^’Was 
:ihot by a. sniper, ttoin ^. 
kfundown rooming ‘hopse/ 
^he player - egc&pedym & 
white MuStahg^hich Was' 
found abandoned fn Atlan- • 

’HA ApriLIL _. 1___j ‘ ‘ 
J' The FBI sdidAH activi-' 
ties and travel previously 
.attributed to Galt''actually 
apply to Ray—with one,
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Assassin - Suspect

Piecing The Puzzle Together7
By D. N. OPPENHEIMER

Her«ld-Bxamln.r Selene Writer

In the late fall of 1949, a Los 
Angeles probation oficer apk- 
ious to help a “first of^nd-  
er”—wrote Mrs, Lucille<Rav.

w
s Earl

mother of 21-year-o 
glary suspect Ja 
Ray.

Records fail

IIIIHIIIIIHIIIIIIlllllllllllllllllllllIllllllllllllllllllllllllllllUlllllllfllllUlll
WASHINGTON (UPI) —Escaped convict James 

Earl Ray was given an extraordinary emergency 
listing on the FBI’s roster of 10 most wanted crim­
inals Saturday, intensifying the nationwide manhunt 
for the accused assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King.
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(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Sec, A p.2 Herald 
Examiner, Los Angeles 
Calif.

whether Mrs. Ray
indicate 

replied.
And no trace of Ray can be 
found in local court records of 
the trail he left from his brush 
s-ith the law in 1949.

But the FBI and the police 
n Memphis believe they have 
i pretty good idea what hap­
pened to the 21-year-old youth 
caught in the act of burglariz­
ing a Los Angeles restaurant 
19 years ago.

The trail leads from job to 
job, jail to jail, prison to 
prison... and finally—accord­
ing to federal and Tennessee 
warrants—to that fateful af­
ternoon on Friday, April 5.

James Earl Ray, an un­
known wanderer, a school 
dropout—a man who was a 
good prisoner, a fair soldier 
and apparently a totally un­
successful 'civilian—is the ob­
ject today of one of this na­
tion’s most intensive man­
hunts. He’s wanted for the 
murder of the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr.

work or to try to get a job 
overseas.

It was Oct. 7, 1949, when 
Ray first came to, the atten­
tion of any knows persons in 
Los Angeles. That was the 
night Lea-Strayhorn, assistant

ria, 620 S. 
Ray hiding 
office.

But Ray, 
around

trie Forum Cafete- 
Broadway, found 
in the cafeteria’s

reluctant to wait 
for conversation,

struck Strayhorn and tried to 
dash to freedom via a fire 
escape from the upstairs of­
fice. Parking lot attendant 
George Russell, responding to 
a shout for help by Strayhorn, 
caught Ray and tried unsuc­
cessfully to grab him.

Ray broke Russell’s grasp 
and fled into the night... but 
not until Russell tore Ray’s 
shirt pocket, causing papers 
and money to fall to the 
ground. A check of the papers 
revealed Ray’s name and his 
address at 1119 S. Spence St.

Three days later, Strayhorn 
spotted Ray in the Bank of

, America at Seventh and
Authorities elsewhere are Broadway, and enlisted the

putting together a fairly com­
plete record of his activities 
that took him from his Hlinois 
childhood to his current noto­
riety. Court records here pro­
vide them with at least a 
pai’tial picture of this 40-year- 
old man. who told police he 
came to gvL Angeles either to

aid of police officer R. R. 
Ballou who apprehended Ray. 
The young man then was tak­
en to City Hall, where he was 
booked on a burglarly charge 
—apparently the first charge 
in a criminal career that car­
ried him through state prisons 
at Joliet and Pontiac, Jeffer-

son City, Mo., and the federal 
penitentiary at Leavenworth, 
Kansas.

The record showed that no 
property was taken from the 
cafeteria, but that a typewrit­
er had been removed to the 
fire escape on the night Ray 
was caught by Strayhorn. Ray 
denied having been involved 
in a robbery.

He told police “I never was 
in the building and I don’t 
even know where it is. 1’^ 
only been in town three o • 
four days. Someone stole w/ 
identification papers.”

But testimony by cafeteria 
employes, particularly identi­
fication by Strayhorn backed 
by that of Russell, weighed 
too heavily against the young 
man. He was found guilty and 
sentenced to eight months. 
That sentence was reduced to 
90 days and three years pro- 
batiori on recommendation of 
probation officer Robert V. 
Sieloff. Judge W. Turney Fox 
also extracted from the defen 
dant a promise to abstain 
from drinking alcoholic bever­
ages.

That promise was called for 
because Ray’s testimony dur­
ing the trial indicated. Ray’s 
memory of events during the 
robbery may have been af­
fected by earlier beer drink­
ing- . :
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• maybe, I had some beers or 
something.” His probation of­
ficer said, “He denies that he 
is anything more than a so­
cial drinker and indicates that 
a few beers have a rather 

। strong effect on him.’
The probation officer’s re­

port said Ray was a school 
dropout after completing the 
9th grade at Union High 
School, Ewing, Mo., “because 
he did not want to attend 
school further.”

He worked for International 
.Shoe Co., Hartford, Hl., until 

December, 1945, when he was 
laid off. He had been earning 
77 cents per hour as a labor- 

' er. Two months later, he en­
tered the U.S. Army as a 
private. In December of 19*8, 
he received a general dis­
charge. He was a private 
then, too.

After his Army discharge, 
Ray drew servicemen’s read­
justment checks until May of 
1949, during which time he 
began going through his sav­
ings account, which apparent­
ly he had been building since 
1944. The probation officer 
said Ray’s passbook showed a 
balance as high as $1180, but 
that Ray started to withdraw 
money Jan. 28, 1949, and that 
the account was closed by 
June of that year.

He moved on to Chicago in 
May of 1949, and worked full 
time as a rubber mold opera­
tor for the Dryden Rubber Co. 
He was earning $45 per week, 
but was laid off in September.

The probation report 
showed Ray liked to go to the 

. movies, read magazines and 
dat^Sisriie “appears to be

'***''< :
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FBI IS DISTRIBUTING THIS PHOTOGRAPH OF JAMES EARL RAY

Suspected slayer of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on “most wanted” list

of normal intelligence and ad- come to Los Angeles in search
mits only an occasionally ex- of an uncle who had been
cessive use of intoxicants,” doing overseas construction 
the court was advised. work in Guam and was sched- 

Ray told authorities he had uled to meet him here. But he

said he then discovered his 
uncle had gone to Illinois and 
that he “has no local friends 
who could givehim any re- 
commendation^~^=»
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New Galt
■ Links in I
L.B. Told

By FRANK ANDERSON

A few more pieces of the 
jig-saw puzzle that is Eric 
S t a r v o Galt, the FBI’s 
prime suspect in the assas­
sination of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr., fell into place 
Thursday in Southern Cali­
fornia.

An “Eric S. Galt” was 
confirmed as a former ser­
vice customer of the South­
ern California Edison Co. of 
Los Angeles. But a ffublic 
relations representative'for 
the firm, Ray Osborne, told 
The Independent, Press­
Telegram that all records of 
such service had been 
turned over to the FBI.

OSBORNE could supply 
no details of when, where I 
or how the Edison served I 
Galt, but th? fact that he | 
was a client indicated he ’ 
had been a house or apart­
ment tenant in Long Beach , 
or Los Angeles.

Prior to the information 
’from the Edison Co., Galt’s 
only confirmed address was 
a motel at 5533 Hollywood 
Blvd., Hollywood. The man­
ager of the International 
School of Bartending in ■ 
Hollywood stated earlier 
that Galt had been graduat­
ed from his school but re­
fused a job offer. »

। Meanwhile, in tog 
Beach, a stunning 21-year-

1 old dance instructress Who 
. taught Galt the cha-cha and 

the go-go, expressed fears 
for her life. '

Miss Kathy Norton, Who 
works at the National. ; 
Dance Studios and was one ' 
of the employes who identi- ; 
fied Galt as a student there . 
from December through I 
mid-February of this year, | 
said she had no fear of Galt I 
himself but was apprehen- * 
sive about the conspiracy 
in which he is alleged* to 
have been involved. ”>

“Remember the Kennedy 
assassination,” she said. 
“There were a lot of people 
who saw that or werein- 
wolved innocently, arid now 
all of them are dead.” vr

MISS NORTON dartced 
only “three or four hours” 
with Galt, but her former ■ 
colleague at the studio, Pat­
ty Harris, 20, a smoky bru­
nette, tutored him almost 
20 hours. ?

“He was a very nice per­
son,” she said, “and he was 
a good dancer, despite what 
they say.”

Miss Harris, no longer 
employed by the studio, left 
her part-time job with Na­
tional Dance Studios in mid­
February. But she: ex- ! 
plained that quitting .her 
job had nothing to do With 
Galt, who terminated his 
lessons there ^bout the 
same time.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

iNbepe^bE^r

Date: -------/ ^

Edition: Mid W £>£di&> FoAL
Author: F^^ AKbe^^

Editor: W ) Ll_)ftM ISrf&OM 

Title: ^lTt>^

Character: 

or

Classification:

| | Being Investigated

Submitting Office:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

WORD SPREADS FAST

Fugitive s Dead-Ringer Has 
Valley Police in a Dither
By MIKE CARMEL

BALDWIN PARK - The ar­
rest of a man who is a dead­
ringer for James Earl Day, 
alleged killer of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., resulted in near 
pandemonium for about three 
hours at the Baldwin Park police 
station Satui’day.

Tipped off by an anonymous 
caller who said a man resembl­
ing Ray was getting a hair cut 
in a barber shop on Maine 
Street, police closed in on the 
suspect at Maine and Ramona 
Boulevard.

Unable to produce iden­
tification and almost in­
distinguishable from published 
pictures of Ray—the subject of a 
nationwide manhunt—the man 
was brought to the police station 
where agents off the FBI ar­
rived in minutes.

Word of the sensational arrest 
flashed across the country 
within an hour, although strict 
radio silence on the arrest was 
maintained.

The police dispatcher reported 
calls from news media in New 

( York, Chicago, Washington D.C. 
l arra-Dallas.

A New York caller insisted 
Ray was being held on the 
seventh floor of the “Baldwin 
Park Police Bldg.” The Baldwin 
Park police occupy basement of­
fices in the city hall.

The Chicago newsman wanted 
more information on the “gun 
battle” which forced police to 
call in the Los Angeles County

Sheriffs for more weaponry.
After hours of questioning and 

fingerprint analysis by a 
statewide, court-recognized ex­
pert and and FBI fingerprint 
specialist, the man was 
freed—with a copy of his arrest 
Report to help in case another 
sharp-eyed citizen makes \ an 
anonymous call. \

(Indicate page, name of 
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Rays Career in Crit TT^" 
Began at an Early Age

Suspect in Slaying of Dr. King Recalled 
as Thief of Schoolmates" Lunch Money

BY VINCENT J. BURKE 
Times Staff Writer

ST. LOUIS—James Earl , money but I remember
Ray, 40, convicted robber, 
petty hoodlum and sus­
pected slayer of Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King, started 
on the road to crime in the 
eighth grade.

At the age of 14 or 15, 
Ray was caught stealing a 
box of nickels and pennies 
contributed by his school­
mates toward the cost of 
the hot lunch that was  
served at the Ewi/ig, Mo., 
public school.

farlyln Wash1/imi. 38,  
one of Ray's cla^mates at 
the school, to of the 
incident in a/ telephone 
interview Monday.

' Washburn, now post­
master at Ewing, said he 
would never forget it be­
cause Ray, after he was 
caught, tried to implicate 
him as an accomplice.
, Kept in Box

■ "We would give a nickel 
or seven cents or some 

■ small amount and we 
would be served a hot 
lunch at noon," Washburn 
said. "The money was kept 
in a box. I didn't even 
know that the money had 
been taken until I was 
accosted and told that Ray 
■had said I had put him up 
to it, or helped him."

Ray was caught, almost 
immediately and Wash­
burn was proved innocent. 
"I don't remember whe- 
they Ray actually got out 
of The school with the

that both the money and 
the box were seized."

Ray and his parents and 
their family lived in Ew­
ing at the time under the 
assumed name of Raynes. 
After they left Ewing in 
1943 or 1944, some mem­
bers of the family conti­
nued to use the name 
Raynes, but others used 
Ray.

Ray's father has a police 
record in Q u i n c y, 111., . 
where he was known as 
Earl Ray, alias James 
Ryan.

Matter of Record
The disparity in the 

names became a matter of 
public record OctTl, 1963, 
when Franklin /D e n n i s 
Raynes, on^ of R a v's 
younger brothers, was 
killed in a traffic accident 
in Quincy at the age of 19.

Ray's body was identi­
fied by two sisters* Sulan.
Jane I 
Melba

Mey. 
began

using the name Ryan.
The automobile in which 

Franklin was killed had 
been licensed to one of his 
older brothers, Jerry Ray 
of St. Louis.

The fugitive, James Earl 
Ray, was then serving a 
20-year prison sentence in 
the Missouri State Pen­
itentiary at Jefferson Ci­
ty. He escaped a year ago. 
His mother died in 1961. It 
is not known whether his 
father is still living--~5
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DISAPPEARED AT SAME TIME

FBI Seeking Mystery Blonde 
Seen Here With King Suspect

BY DAVE LARSEN
Times Staff Writer

The FBI is interested in the 
whereabouts of a blonde who seems 
to have disappeared from the Los 
Angeles area at about the same time 
as James Earl Ray, it was learned 
Monday.

The blue-eyed woman, about 27 
years old, was seen at times in the 
company of Ray, also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, the prime suspect 
in the murder of Dr. Martin Luther 
King.

They were last seen together one 
night in mid-March at the Sultan 
Room, a cocktail lounge in the St. 
Francis Hotel, 5533 Hollywood 
Blvd., where Ray lived.

FBI agents have been asking 
questions about the mystery wo­
man, giving rise to speculation that 
she may have departed with Ray 
when he left Los Angeles. .^ 
^Tfiere"were no major develop­

ments nationally in the case Mon- 1

However, an interview here with' 
Charles /ft.ein regarding his trip 
with Rayto” New Orleans in mid- 
Decemper brought out the informa­
tion that the suspect was carrying'a 
second set of license plates. ' ■ ‘

Stein was not sure whether the 
plates lying on the deck beneath the 
rear window were from 'tSSw^

(Indicate page, name of 
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state (he said the plates on 
the^car'were from Alaba­
ma) or whether they were 
simply outdated plates 
from the same state.

tried to talk pay into 
remaining three feyi K^y 
stayed at a motel. Stein, 
who is divorced, visited 
another sister with whom 
the children were staying.

Stein, who says he 
is a songwriter, was 
offered a free r i de to 
the Louisiana city by Ray 
after he agreed to sign a 
petition in the drive by 
former Alabama Gov. 
George C. Wallace to qua­
lify on the primary ballot.

At a stop in Texas 
during the two-day drive, 
Stein noticed that one of 
the tires on the 1966 white 
Mustang was wearing 
thin. The songwriter said 
Ray purchased a used tire 
for $4 as a replacement.

Stein said this struck 
him as strange at the time 
because up until then Ray 
had been loose with his 
money.

"I'll tell you what I 
think," the songwriter 
said. "I think he knew 
then and there that he 
wouldn't be keeping the 
car."

Stein said he went to 
New Orleans to bring back 
to Los Angeles the chil­
dren of his sister, a wid­
ow. The children are aged
seven and eight.

{ Once there, he said, he lins."

Anxious to Leave
"But the next day Galt 

(Ray) wanted to leave," 
Stein said. The suspect ' 
told Stein he had finished 
seeing "some people" and 
was anxious to return to 
Los Angeles but agreed 
reluctantly to remain one 
more day.

Stein said he knew the 
suspect only by the name 
Eric Starvo Galt. The FBI 
has listed other aliases. 
Yet another one was dis­ 
closed Monda/ at the Rab­
bits Foot Cl 5623 Holly­
wood Blv where the
always well-dressed sus­
pect could be found night­
ly at the bar. i

The club offers a deal I 
known as the "key club," 
by which a patron can get j 
double shots of whiskey 
for the price of a single , 
shot between 5:30 and 6:30  
p.m. and 10 and 11 /.m.

Bartender Bo D J Monte  
said the suspect ^applied  
for the deal, but, instead of 
signing his own name, 
asked the bartender to 
sign the register lor him I
and put down: J
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Assassin
Suspect 
On List

By SAM FOGG
WASHINGTON (UPI) — 

•Escaped convict James Earl 
I Ray was given an extraor­
dinary emergency listing on 
the FBI’s roster of 10 most 
Wanted criminals Saturday, in. 
tensifying the nationwide man. 
hunt for the accused assassin 
of Dr. Martin Luther King.

Ray, who masqueraded as 
Eric Starvo Galt at the time 
King was slain in Memphis, 
was placed on the list even 
though there are 10 figutives 
already on it. This has hap­
pened but once before in the

, i——Even before Ray was idea?—
tified as the mysterious Galt, 
there was an assured $100,<

history 
ed.

FBI 
Hoover 
as an

of the 10 most want.

Director J. Edgar 
decided to add Ray 

11th most wanted to
insure the widest possible dis.
semination 
crimonal’s 
cription to 
public.

of the 40-year-old 
picture and des. 
the police and the

In addition, a special alert 
was set up in the Mexican 
border area in the event Ray 
tries to flee the country. Mexi- 
can police officials also were 
said to be looking for Ray 
on an unofficial basis.

Special arrangements were 
made to show Ray’s picture 
on the ABC “The FBI,” Sun. 
day evening.

The only other criminal 
ever given emergency listing 
on the 10 most wanted roster 
was Richard Lawrence Mar. 
quette, who sought for the 
butcher knife murder of a 
Portland, Ore., housewife in 
June, 1961. The day after 
Marquette was listed as an 
1121 1^ most wanted, he was 
arrested in California.

000 in rewards for anyone 
providing information lead­
ing to the capture and con. 
viction of King’s slayer. The 
Memphis city council has vot­
ed to underwrite that amount.

Ray, identified through a 
painstaking check of FBI 
fingerprint files, had been 
sought by police as an escap­
ed convict for nearly a year. 
He broke out of Missouri State 
Prison by hiding in a bread 
truck on April 23, 1967.

The wanted man had been 
serving a 20-year sentence for 
armed robbery for a while 
was confined in the maximum 
security ward of the state hos. 
pital at Fulton.

A high school dropout who 
was kicked out of the Army, , 
Ray has also served senten­
ces in the federal penitentiary 
at Leavenworth, Kan,, Ulin, 
ois state prisons at Joliet 
and Pontiac, and in Los An­
geles County jail. The FBI 
warned that he should be con- 
sidered armed and extreme, 
ly dangerous.

Known to his fellow prison 
inmates as a “loner,” Ray was 
born at Alton, ni. He dropped 
out of school in Ewing, Mo., 
in the ninth grade and his 
criminal record dates back 
to 1949.

Ray has a number of dis­
tinguishing features. His left 
ear protrudes noticeably and 
he has a habit of nervously 
pulling on his ear lobes. There 
is a small scar on the center 
of his forehead and another 

^scar on his right palm.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

News-Chronicle
Thousand Oaks, Calif

Date: l|/21/68
Edition:

Author:

Editor:
SAM FOGG UPI

Title: MURKIN

Character: )()(-7g7)| 
or

Classification:

Submitting Office:

Being Investigated

F

SEARCHED -^INDEXED 

SERiALIZED„^_FILEO—,

FBI—LOS ANGELES

2025 RELEASE



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

"Gisis Of Distrust
Touches Everything
A FEW HOURS after the assassination of Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr., U.S. Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark arrived 
at the Memphis scene of the slaying. His immediate as­
surance was that the FBI was “getting very close to iden­
tifying” the killer and that “all evidence we have is that 
this is the work of a single person.” A few hours later, Mr. 
Clark said, “We are very close to making an arrest.”

It may be that it was important to reassure the Negroes 
of the nation that the death of Dr. King was not the work 
of a white conspiracy and that an arrest, providing retri­
bution, would be quickly forthcoming. Mr. Clark and other 
officials apparently thought these reassurances were so 
important to the nation’s peace that they were willing to 
advance them at the cost of honesty.

The FBI was not, obviously, “very close” to identifying 
the killer at that time nor was it very close to making an 
arrest. While there was at that time no evidence of a con­
spiracy in the murder, neither could there have been anj 
substantial evidence that the assassination was the worl 
of a single person.

Now, two weeks later, there is a growing speculatioi 
among Memphis police officers that Dr. King’s slayer was 
a professional killer — a hired gun — who left an elab­
orate trail of phony clues to confuse his pursuers. A war­
rant charging conspiracy and murder has been issued 
against one Eric Starvo Galt. According to news reports, 
Galt has been hunted by the FBI for more than a week al­
though his name was not disclosed by the Bureau until 
Wednesday.

The FBI is secretive by nature and recent court de­
cisions relating to the publication of prejudicial crime 
news has made it even more so. But the failure to release 
the name of a suspect wanted in a notorious murder is an 
extreme kind of secrecy. It denies law enforcement the 
important assistance of the public in apprehending a fug­
itive on the lam.

There are times, of course, when the FBI will find it 
advisable to refuse comment on prominent criminal cases. 
But there seldom can be justification for the agency pur­
posefully to mislead the public either by unsupported im­
plications or deliberate lies.

Dishonest statements tend to freeze their makers into 
positions of supporting those statements against evidence 
which points to a contrary conclusion. The Kennedy as­
sassination should have provided enough examples of that.

Taken together, dishonesty and unnecessary secrecy 
really shake the confidence of the people in their govern­
ment, already having caused a widespread distrust. Are 
we headed for a time when the public will automatically 
distrust official statements in the rationale that official- 
dom wouldn’t bother to break secrecy except to mislead?

* ♦
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Mexico Grabs
Possible Suspect

OSSIBLE
SUSPECT
CHECKED
From Herald-Examiner Wire Services
MEXICO CITY - Police in

everything was so peaceful and
■pet/’ _____

Agents of the Sonora state 
police were en route to Caborca 
to return the man to Hermosillo, i 
the state capital, Fletcher said. 
He added that FBI agents were 
on their way to Hermosillo from

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A-l

Los

northwest Mexico say they are Arizona, but in Phoenix, John
questioning a U.S. citizen who Mull, in charge of the FBI in 
they say resembles James Earl ^ said he had heard noth. 
Ray, wanted on a charge of 
slaying Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Negro civil rights leader.

Lt. Robert Fletcher of the 
judicial police investigation 
office inxCabqrca said the man

ing from Mexican authorities, 
and none of his agents were en 
route to Hermosillo.

Herald-Examiner

Calif

carried a U.S. 
Daniel David

passport issued to
Kennedy.

"Trr'Washin): ton, D.C. more
than 12 hou s after Kennedy
was handcuff__ >d, the FBI said 
that “there has been no arrest
in the hunt for Ray.” In Balti­
more, Kennedy’s mother called 
the arrest “impossible.” She
said, “He’s just a skinny' old

Fletcher said he picked the 
man up about 6 p.m. Wednes­
day in a cafe in Caborca, which 
is about 80 miles southwest of 
Nogales, Ariz. The officer said 
he took the man in because of 
his similarity to published pho­
tographs of Ray.

Fletcher said the man crossed 
the border at Nogales on April

thing” and only a “blind man” Rd Caborca.
ynd told him he had walked

would say her son resembled 
James Earl Ray.

Fletcher said Kennedy denied 
any connection with King’s as­
sassination and said he was 
from Baltimore.

In Baltimore, Mrs. Pearl E. 
Kennedy said an FBI agent told 
her Mexican authorities were 
holding her son.

“It was impossible for him to 
do it,” said Mrs. Kennedy. “He 
wouldn’t even kill a fly, let 
hlone kill a human being.”

Mrs. Kennedy said her 41- 
year-old son left Baltimore 
March 24 to go to Mexico—“he 
wanted to take off, that’s all”— 
and that he telephoned her from 
there on Sunday.

“He was so happy when he 
talked to me,” said Mrs. Kenne­
dy. “He, jsaid pepple were so 
IriS^^him there^ because
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RAY HELD WILLINGJTO 
SEEK'BOUNTY'ON KING

DALTON, Ga. ffl—A convicted murderer who was 
in prison with James Earl Ray, now hunted in the 
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King, said Tuesday he 
heard Ray say he would be willing to try to collect
$1 million for killing the civil rights leader.

Raymond Curtis. 404he same age as Ray, is in 
Whitfield Countw Jail awaiting action on appeal of a 
murder conviction. Curtis said he and Ray were 
prisoners at Missouri State Penitentiary when 
President JohntF. Kennedy was assassinated Nov. 
22, 1963, in Dallas.

"Another boy said, 'Well, there's a million-dollar 
bounty to get King.' King was running his mouth 
pretty good then. Ray said, 'If there is a million­
dollar bounty on King, I believe I can collect it,'" 
Curarsaid in a jail cell interview.
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Ray entered the prison 
MS^45, 1960/swehs5h 
said that during Ray's 
mord than seven years 
there he was caught 
breaking rules only four 
times—twice trying to es­
cape, once trying to 
smuggle "ordinary food 
items" to a hospital pa­
tient, and once refusing to 
work.

"He liked James Bond 
detective fiction and 
paperback love stories, ac­
cording to other prisoners 
who knew him," Swenson 
said.

Swenson said Ray "kept 
in shape by lifting 
weights, but he did not do 
IV competitively."
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to New Orleans Traced
By LOUIS LOMAX
Special to The Herald-Examiner

Search for the person or persons involved in the 
murder of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., has closed in on 
the mysterious Hollywood blonde, who knew James Earl 
Ray better than anyone else, and the equally mysterious 
New Orleans “cash man,” with whom Ray maintained 
constant telephone contact. f~ ------------- —--------------

Ihas been traced to Cincinnati, 
0., and then to Milwaukee, Wis. 
It is certain Ray purchased her 
ticket for her to visit her par­
ents in the Midwest.

It is also certain that she left 
her parents’ home at about the 
time Martin Luther King was 
killed and moved into a Milwau­
kee motel with a man who said 
he was her husband.

On April 22, the woman, so 
far only identified as Jerri, 
wrote a letter to a Los Angeles 
friend. The letter indicated she 
had moved into the Milwaukee 
motel a few days after Dr. King 
was slain and that she planned 
to return to Los Angeles in two 
weeks.

The Hollywood blonde is not a 
suspect in the case. Investiga­
tors only hope that she can give 
them additional retails about

These facts can be reportedll 
as a result of this reporter’s 
investigation on Wednesday.

James Earl Ray, the alleged 
killer of Dr. King, spent consid­
erable time as a resident of the 
St. Francis Hotel along Holly­
wood Boulevard in Los Angeles. 
Each evening at about 6 p.m. he 
entered a public phone booth in 
the hotel where he made long­
distance prepaid phone calls.

The number of this booth is 
known and an intensive investi­
gation is underway to discover 
who Ray was calling.

According to people who knew 
Ray, he had a “doodling” habit, 
and the walls of the phone booth I 
involved reveal that someone
had written 
Dishonor.”

The writing 
booth wall is

“Death Before

on the phonei 
surrounded by

drawings of swastikas and the 
Maltese Cross. Yet another doo­
dle on the wall contains a de­
rogatory reference to Mexicans, I 
Negroes and Dr. Martin Luther 
King.

It is believed that Ray, then 
known as Eric Starvo Galt, 
made the doodles. This fact will 
be verified only when the FBI’s 

। handwriting experts match the 
hand printing on the phone 
booth walls with that on the 

(back of a television set known 
ito have belonged to Rav, 
| The mysterious blonde friend

Ray’s trail from Los Angeles to 
New Orleans last December.

During that trip, Ray made 
contact with a New Orleans 
person who is believed to be a 
New Orleans industrialist and 
builder. Ray made several tele­
phone attempts to reach his 
contact. The first three efforts 
resulted in no answer.

The evidence suggests that on 
the fourth call, Ray made a. 9 
p.m. date to call his contact the 
following evening. This critical 
phone call was made from a 
booth near Houston, 'Tex., on 
the night of Dec. 16, 1967.

Late afternoon Wednesday, 
another startling development 
occurred. The blond young wo­
man known as Jerri suddenly 
vanished from her Milwaukee 
hotel room. She was registered 
at the Royal Motel, 435 Michi­
gan St., in Room 208. under the 
last name of Dennis. Shortly 
after a long-distance phone call 
from this reporter, Miss Dennis 
and the man alleged to be her 
husband, suddenly checked put 
of the motel.

According to a hotel relief
uil#, the description of Miss

Ws contacts and activities. "| Dennis’ “husband” is similar to 
' that of James Earl Ray. This

disclosure adds understanding 
to an FBI press release that 
they were searching for Ray 
near the Canadian border.

Even so, the search for the 
bankrollers of Ray concentrates 
on New Orleans and it is be­
lieved that the phone call made 
from Houston on Dec. 16 may 
win provide a clue,
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^WEBE THESE DOODLES MADE BY KING’S ASSASSIN? .^ 
Writing on wall of phone booth reportedly used by prime suspect Earl Ray
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The plot to “killKing”may have unfolded at St. Francis Hotel
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Ray Look-Alike Set 
Free by Mexicans

HERMOSILLO, Mex. ffl 
«—An American arrested 
by Mexican officials be­
cause they thought he 
tesembled pictures of the 
man wanted in the slaying 
of Dr. Martin Luther King 
was released Thursday af­
ter questioning. /

4f 
ing

ennedy^ 
ad noth- 
r Mexi-

cans upon his release.
According to police in 

Hermosillo, an FBI agent 
identified only as Mr. 
Smith said Kennedy did 

* not look like James Earl 
Ray, the fugitive wanted

when he was arrested 
about 80 miles south of the 
border.

"I just wanted to get out 
by myself and think," he 
said. "I just hope Ameri­
cans don't think Mexico is 
a bad place to go after this. 
I've never met people like 
the ones who have given 
me their homes these past 
few weeks."

Had Various Jobs
Kennedy, a World War 

II veteran, said he had 
done various jobs through­
out the country since he 
received his medical dis­
charge from the Army.

never known sincere^ 
people."

As for his future, Ken­
nedy is not sure.

"This could have spoiled 
everything, but I won't let 

- it. Believe it or not, but 
I'm working on a mathe­
matical problem and -1 
have to be in the desert to 
solve it," he said. "I'll just 
carry out my plans, I 
guess."

Taken to Breakfast
After police finished 

questioning Kennedy they 
took him to a restaurant 
for breakfast and then 
drove him back to Cabor­
ca.

"I've got a lot of friends 
in Caborca," he said. "I 
want them to know I'm 
not the man who killed 
Martin Luther King. I 
don't know what kind of a 
man that would be..

"I'm just sorry the police 
had to waste their time on 
me instead of continuing 
their search for the real 
killer." ■■-''

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

I-10 LA Times

Los AngelesCalif

on charges of slaying 
King.

Detained 24 Hours
Kennedy had been 

tained 24 hours after

Dr.

de- 
po-

lice in Caborca arrested 
him.

"I guess anyone else 
would be mad, but I can't 
be angry with these 
people," Kennedy said. 
"They thought I looked 
like James Ray and they 
were only doing their du­
ty."

Kennedy arrived in 
Mexico March 27 and was 

a hiking to usaja -chlifornia

" I was a tax investigator, 
a steel worker and even 
played in a band, but I was 
sick of seeing the way my 
fellow Americans lived," 
he said.

"When I decided to come ' 
down here a lot of people, 
including my mother, 
thought I was crazy. They 
said Mexico was a dange-
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The FBI has seized telephone records of a prominent New 
Orleans industrialist, Louis Lomax reported. It is not known 
yet if the seizure is in connection with the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. The industrialist involved has been 
mentioned frequently by persons close to the investigation, 
Lomax said.

By LOUIS LOMAX
Special to The Herald-Examiner

Additional evidence and conversations with persons 
who knew James Earl Ray, the alleged slayer of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, establish that Ray met with an 
important industrialist on the afternoon of Dec. 17 either 
inside or near the International Trade Mart in the city

driving about an hour, Ray left 
the f:\ ; way to mak^IIIS T^m. 
call.

of New Orleans.
The meeting occured be- International Trade Mart. That 

evening Ray visited Tommy andtween 2:30 and 4 p.m.
That the meeting took place told him he had seen him in the 

wa? established by reconstruct- Mart that afternoon.
ing the time table followed by When Tommy asked why Ray

Ray talked for some 15 minutes 
while Stein drank coffee and ate 
candy. ;

Stein and this reporter arei 
now in the Houston area from 
which the call was made. A 
search of the area aided by; 
Stein’s retention, has narrowed! 
the search for the phone booth i 
involved to a, stretch of highway

Ray and Charles Stein, the trav- did not approach him at the 
eling companion who made the Mart R replied, “I was in­
trip with Ray beginning Dec. 15. , .. .

This reporter is now retravel- y0 ved m a meeting.
ing that route with Stein. That the meeting did indeed

between 
ton.

There 
opment

San Antonio and Hous-

was yet another devel- 
yestcday. It has al-

ready been established that Ray
Stein met Ray in a Hollywood occur is given further credence return^ to New Orleans at the 

bar and indicated he (Stein) by the fact that late on the night eB^ °I March and delivered a 
wanted to go to New Orleans to _____________ package to the mother of a Los
pick up his two cousins; both PfflMffBBfff^WAngeles friend. It now appears; 
small children. Ray replied he I {| fl| I |IJ| hthat while in New Orleans onj 
was making the round trip to IMM^HMMIMiB^ last^trip, a scant five days)EXCLUSIV

before Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
and thaThe would give Stein a of the 17th Ray visited Stein and slaying, Ray may have spent 
free ride if Stein would agree said his business had been com-some time with a New Orleans 
to sign the petition to place for- pleted and that he was ready to g*rI wilom he is known to have 
mer Alabama Gov. George Wal- return to Los Angeles. Stein, a3
lace on the California presiden- .. , „ , . H true, the girl (her name is
tial ballot. native of New Orleans, who known to this reporter) may

Stein agreed and the trip was wanted to spend additional time provide information as to Ray’s 
begun about noon Dec. 15. with relatives, insisted that they movements and activities just 

Traveling in the now-famous rest UP “a couple of days” )>rior to the assassination of Dr.
white Mustang, Ray and Stein before undertaking the return King.
took turns driving and arrived drive. Meanwhile an intensive rec­
at New Orleans at about noon The pair and the two children ord search is being conducted in 
on Dec. 17. left New Orleans Dec. 19. Los Angeles to trace calls Ray

Ray checked into the Provin- The key to whom Ray met in™ade from a Phone booth in the 
cial Hotel and before departing, New Orleans seems to lie in two^^- Francis Hotel as disclosed 
he told Stein that he was going long distance phone calls Rayyesterday- Another manhunt is 
to meet with a New Orleans made during the trip. After thenow on for the young woman, 
man who was and presumably first phone call, Ray indicatedDyrell Dennis, who was close toi 
still is-“an engineer or con- to Stein that his New Orleans W and then vanished from a 
tractor.” party was not in but would be Milwaukee Hotel Wednesday af-

At approximately 3:30 p.m. available “at 9 nssJl-Ugieiteq being located by this report-

‘meet some important people’

th^^gx^ day, “Tommy” al 
cTosSTfiend of Ray’s, was in thel
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Was Ray in 
Alabama in 
February?

■ f c stati n’ but identiW PicTes ChllesStein;th ’ ' J 

IT oO, of Riyas the man inv°iv# m j ^ wh - ~ -
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the transaction.

the Los Angeles
who .sharfed.ljie

original trip with Ray as a

It Conflicts
With Prior

Reports
By LOUIS E. LOMAX

Special to The Herald-Examiner

HOUSTON—A search of the

The gas station owner said 
he remembers the transaction 
clearly because the white 
Mustang had “clutch prob­
lems” and was repaired at his 
place of business.

FBI reports consistently 
place Ray in Los Angeles un­
til the end of March as a 
student in dancing and bar- 
tending schools. The FBI re-

companion and guide.

The green stamps evidence 
indicates that Ray could not 
possibly have been in Los 
Angeles at the time the FBI 
says he was or that a second 
person assuming the name 
Ray employed—Eric Starvo 
Galt—was operative in Bir­
mingham.

This reporter disclosed last
1966 white Mustang drfe^ 
and owned by James Earl 
Ray, alias Eric Starvo Galt

_gort alleges that Ray left Los juesday that on Valentine’s 
Angfeles March 27. ' p^ Ray, then known as Galt,
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Title:

The green stamps transac-
and the alleged slayer of Dr. tion, which occurred in Ala- 
Martin Luther King Jr., bama at a time when the FBI
unearthed green stamps that says Ray was in Los Angeles, 
were issued as a result of a "
purchase at Birmingham, 
Ala., in mid-February of 1968.

The FBI discovered the 
stamps on April 11, the day

boldly challenges that agen­
cy’s reports on the move­
ments and whereabouts of 
Ray.
It is but one of a series of

they located Ray’s car in At-disparities revealed during 
lanta, Ga. this reporter’s four-day re­

, tracing of the automobile trip JJ* ^ P ’ .““a1* from Us Angeles to New Or- 
™ 2 “I*”! I— ••'» Ra.’ "Oiertook

wner> who t^

swapped his console television 
set for a portable TV owned 
by one of his Hollywood girl 
friends. At that time, Ray told 
the girl he was leaving town.

This sequence of events 
could easily place Ray in Ala- 

। bama at the time of the gas 
station transaction.

It is known that Ray was in 
Los Angeles during early 
March that he left around 
March 27. It is increasingly

4 rley. then, that Ray made 
oiiiKcwTirmed that W^' w’ ‘”'’ . . three trips around between
stamps were issued at his The trip was ; taken with Los Angelas and Brent- 

ans; one on Dec. 15; the'' sec-

Character:

or

Classification:

Submitting Office: Lo S AngeleS 
| | Being Investigated
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ond on or about Feb. 14, and.
thS third during the last days
of March. It is this last; rip 
the t terminated in the de ath
of hr. King.

In retracing, along with 
Charles Stein, Ray’s Dec. 15 
trip to New Orleans, all evi­
dence indicates that Ray was 
in constant and repetitive 
contact with a person be­
lieved to be an important 
New Orleans industrialist 
Investigation in Los Angeles 
at the starting point of the 
trip has disclosed that Ray 
uesd a telephone booth in 
the St. Francis Hotel to make 
his contact with the New 
Orleans party.

Here in Houston the search 
now is on for the nearby 
telephone booth from which 
Ray is known to have tele- 
phnnpd his New OlfeS??31- 
tact.
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□ Supv. -------------------------------------

□ Agent 

□ SE — 

□ IC — 

□ CC_ 

| | Steno 

□ Clerk

RE: _____________________________________

-------------- | | Rotor #:------------------------------------------------

ACTION DESIRED□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□

Acknowledge
Assign Reassign
Bring fiIe
Call me
Correct

□ Open Case
| | Prepare lead cards
| [ Prepare tickler
□ Recharge serials
[ | Return assignment card

For information
Handle
Initial & return

Dead I ine_____________ ----  □ Return fi Ie
Deadline passed Return serials
Delinquent Search and return
Discontinue See me
Expedite Send Serials____
File to______________

| | Submit new charge out
| | Submit report by_______________________
□ Type

Leads need attention
Return with explanation or notation as to action takeQ.-'/ ^

Re attached.
\ seasch® ' HLtp.....

I I FBI —

SAC '--ROKERT E. RIGHTMYER

See reverse side Office Npw Orleans
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year-old :on . left Baltimore
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4-25-68Date:
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NEW ORLEANS', LA

March 24 to go' tu~cexic(L-, 
“he wanted to take off, that’s' 
all’’—and that he telephoned 

, her from there on Sunday.

STATES-ITEM

PAGE 1

L*' l ^ L vz

Police in

r
ir^ M J 

a

northwest
Mexico say they are ques­
tioning a U.S. citizen who 
they say resembles James 
Earl Ray, wanted on a 
charge of slaying Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.

In Baltimore, however, the 
arrested man's mother said, 
“There is just no connection. 
He doesn't even look like 
him.”

Lt. Roberto F'eidr: 
Judicial Police love 
Office in Caborca, 
said the man carried

of th

lexica,

passport issued to Diniei 
^™ii^11Re^’ Fletdierjaid 
the_ man denied any couget 
tionTttftr’King's assassination

LJ 
i and said he was from 

more.

Ui

Balti-

Meanwhile, the Federal Bu­
reau of Investigation in Wash­
ington said iti is checking nu­
merous “rumor stories” on 
the King assassination, • in­
cluding one involving New Or­
leans.

LOUIS LOMAX, a newsman 
I for the North American News- 
I paper Alliance, continued to 
! follow Ray’s trail between 
I Los Angeles and New Orleans 
I and reported that "it becomes 

increasingly certain” thar a
Dec. 1*3, lfM7. phone call Ray 
made from Houston to New .' police wer
Orleans “will
clue'’ to who paid for the a
sassination,

in Baltimore, Mrs. Pearl E. 
Kennedy said an FBI agent 
told her Mexican authorities 
were holding her son. Daniel 
David, because a Mexican po-

was inwossUs for him 
to do it,” said Mrs. Kennedy. 
“He wouldn’t even hurt .a.fly. 
let alone kill a human bei^g.” 

Mrs. Kennedy saltTher 4i-.

“HE WAS SO HAPPY when 
he talked to me,” said Mrs. 
Kennedy. “He said people 
were so friendly to him there, 
because everything was so 
peaceful and quiet.”
Fletcher said earlier that the 

man he was holding' made a 
telephone call to Baltimore 
this week asking that money 
be sent to him. in Caborca.

Agents of the Sone.ra state
en route to Ca-

"h.5 jborca to return the man to 
u tor Flip 3s-

■Hermosillo, the state’capital, 
Fletcher said. He added that 

.■FBI agents were on their way 
to Hermosillo from Arizona 
but in Phoenix, John Mull, in 
charge of the FBI in Arizona.

id he had heard nothing
from Mexican authorities and
none of bis agents 

to Hermosillo. .
was en

Edltion:^EO COMET
Author:

Editor: GEORGE W. HEALY
Title: MURKIN; ERIC
STARVO GALT, JAMES 
EARL RAY

Character: RM
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■EI.WER SAID he pi«!a4 
the man up about 6 p. m. yes­
terday in a cafe in Caborca, 
about 80 miles southwest of
Nogales, Ariz. The officer said 
he took the man in. because 
of.his similarity to published 
photographs of Ray.

Fletcher said the man cross­
ed the border at Nogales on 
April 7 and told him he had 
walked to Caborca.

8 Police in Ciqdad Victoria 
.'detained another man briefly
10 days ago because he fitted , . , . „ „

Lthe general description of ’111 on a mysterious Hollywood 
Ray. There have been re- ■ blonde who knew' Ray better 

- ■ ■ than anyone else and the
equally mysterious New Or­
leans industrialist with whom 
Ray maintained constant tele­
phone contact.

Although the FBI investiga­
tion seems to be stymied, Lo­

: .ports from several other Mexi- 
<an cities of persons spotting 
imen resembling Ray.

The FBI announced April 17 
. that it was seeking a man 
’-identified as Eric Starvo Galt 
; in connection with King’s slay­
ing in Memphis April 4.

J TWO DAYS LATER, the bu- 
"reau said a “systematic and 

■ exhaustive search” through its *
fingerprint files revealed that

■■Galt and Ray, a 40-year-old considerable time as a resi- 
-drifter and prison escapee, dent of the St. Francis hotel 

.along Hollywood Blvd, in Los."SreTiFSame man.
' Ray fled the Missouri>enT^AngeIeS- ^ evening at ap- 
■tentiary April 23, 1967, while Pio-Timately u o clock he en- 
serving the seventh year of a tered a public telephone booth 

' ^0-year senterice for robbery ’’n ^e hotel lobby and made 
and auto theft in St. Louis. long-distance, pre-paid calls.

The FBI said Eric Starvo - "^ number of this booth 
“Galt was one of a string of 1S known and an intensive m- 
- aliases used by Ray in fre- • veshgation is under way to 

quent brushes with the law discover whom Ray was call- 
•beginning when he was 21 Jng-

- ■ - According to people whoyears old, several years aft-
er -he dropped out of high knew Ray, he had a doodling 

habit and the walls of theschool in the 10th grade.

RAY WAS described as
•feet, 10, inches tall, 163

5 
to

174 pounds, with brown hair, 
•blue eyes and small scars 
‘on his forehead and- right 
•palm. He was said to have a 
:habit of tugging on an ear
-.when nervous. His left ear
protrudes slightly further the Maltese Cross. Yet an­

other doodling on the wall

tiQ.n yesterday that Ray was 
'registered at the Provincial 
Motel, 1027 Chartres, from 
Dec. 17 through 19 last year.

LOMAX REPORTED that I ffiend of Ray has been traced 
Rav met a man Lomax identi- : ^irs^ *° Cincinnati and then 

■ to Milwaukee. It is certainfied only as “a major New 
Orleans industrialist” at the 
motel on Dec. 17.

In a new dispatch today 
i from Yuma, Ariz., Lomax re- 
■fported that the search for the 
• person or persons involved in 
। the assassination has closed

max yesterday wrote, “The*
facts can be reported as a
result of this reporter’s ef­
forts”:

‘JAMES EARL RAY spent

phone booth involved reveal 
that someone had written swer.’ On the fourth try, Ray
‘death before dishonor.’ This—an answer but the evi- 
is a slogan often used by I dence suggests that the party
Southerners who resent having 
lost the Civil War.’’

The writing on the phone 
booth wall is surrounded by 

.drawings of swastikas and

~of a TV set known to have be- 
iungeu'to Ray.

, THE MYSTERIOUS blonde

that Ray purchased her ticket 
to visit her parents in the 
Midwest.

It is also certain that she
left her parents three weeks
ago 
kee

and moved into a Milwau- 
hotel under an assumed

name and with a man who 
said he was her husband. 
The woman in question is not 
married.

On April 22, the woman, so 
far identified only as Jerri, 
wrote a Los Angeles friend a 
letter. The letter indicated 
that Jerri had moved into the

jvatel a few days after King 
was assassinated and that she
planned to return to Los An­
geles in two weeks.

The woman is not a suspect 
in the case. Investigators 
hope she can give addition­
al details about Ray’s activi­
ties and contacts.

Lomax is now following 
Ray’s trail from Log Angeles 
to New Orleans, where Lomax 
said Ray made contact with 
a man “who is probably an 
industrialist and a builder” 
shortly before last Christmas. 
Lomax’ story continued:

“DURING THE trip Ray 
made several telephonic ef­
forts to reach his New Or­
leans contact. The first three 
efforts resulted in a ‘no an-

he wished to contact was not 
there. j_ »

“It is further evident that 
Ray, during the fourth phone 
call, made a date to call his 
contact at 9 o’clock the fol- i 
lowing evening. This particu- | 
lar call was made from a I 
phone booth near Yuma. At 
approximately 9 p. m. Dec. 
16, Ray' contacted his New 
Orleans ally, from a phone 
booth in Houston.

“LATE YESTERDAY after­
noon, another startling devel­
opment occurred. The woman. 
known as Jerri, along with 
her ‘husband,’ suddenly van­
ished from the Royal Hotel, 
435 Michigan st., Milwaukee.

“Shortly after a long dis­
tance call from this reporter, 
the woman and the man al­
leged to be her husband sud­
denly checked out of the mo- 

i tel,” Lomax wrote.
j “According to the relief 

clerk who works only on Wed­
nesday, the description of the 
woman's husband is similar 
to that of James Earle Ray. 
This disclosure adds under­
standing to the FBI press re­
lease that they were search­
ing for Ray near the Cana­
dian border which is not too 
far from Wisconsin.

“Even so, the search for 
the bankrollers of Ray con­
centrates on New Orleans and 
it becomes increasingly cer­
tain that Ray’s phone call 
from the phone bqpthJri Hous- 
top will provide the clue'"

than his right ear. - .
The FBI said acquaintances reads Down with Mexicans, 

of Ray called him. a loner, ^'SS^5 and. Maitin Luthei 
who likes beer and vodka, ^0“r. , „

It is believed that Ray,favors country and Western 
music and speaks with a then known as Galt, made the 
rural twang. ■ >

In Washington, the FBI this couk 1 be cei titled
.said it has been
with ‘'rumor stories” in the eMiCds match tnemvr^^ 
inlaying and-is checking^ wall with that on the back I
them out. The ageqcy had i 

■ been asked, about the fevei^ j ‘
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Kfn^ Killers Route Retraced in
Memphis; Escape Foiund Easy i

I BY VINCENT J. BUKKl fi^™^ ” " S™??

artd NICHOLAS C. CHRIS: ^^l fo the accidental in the rear of a rooi
Times Staff Writers

MEMPHIS — The man 
Who assassinated Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King probably 
escaped from Memphis 
without the help of any 
conspirators.

The escape could have 
been astonishingly easy.

Whether or not the as­
sassin was a paid killer, 
what he did in Memphis 
on April 4 he probably did 
alone.

A study by Times repor­
ters of the scene of the 
crime and the possible 
escape routes, and a reca­
pitulation of the events 
immediately after the as­
sassination reached these 
findings and. judgments:
—The assassin needed 

no help to make his es- 1 
cape. No evidence has : 
been made public that he ' 
had help in Memphis and 
the Federal Bureau of ' 
Investigation is not saying 
whether any such evi-

■ry St.,
indow

the rear of a rooming
shooting of innocent per- house that faces on Main
sons. .

Car Is Chief Clue
Early descriptions of the 

fugitive contained no cha­
racteristics to distinguish
him from most other men 
of average size and build, 
except that he was driving 
a white Mustang, a car 
that is common in this 
region.

Responsibility for the 
decision rested with 
Frank C. Holloman, Mem­
phis police and fire direc­
tor. Holloman, a former 
high-ranking FBI official, 
has told associates that he 
would make the same 
decision if he had to do it 
over again.

The FBI, which took 
over the case, acted much 
in the same manner. A 
week went by before the 
bureau issued a "locate and 
notify" order naming "Eric 
Starve Galt" as owner of a 
white Mustang. Galt later 
was identified as James 
Earl Ray, 40, an escapee 
from the Missouri State 
Penitentiary.

Despite an intensive na-

St., the next street over.
Even if they had seen 

the killer fire the shot, it 
would have been difficult 
for the police to reach him 
quickly. A concrete wall, 
about nine feet high, 
barred the way to the rear 
of the rooming house. 
They would have had to 
run a circular course— 
one-half block to the right 
or left, one block uphill to 
Main and then one-half
block to the rooming 
house door.

By that time, the assas­
sin would have been gone. 
It took little more than 30 
seconds for him to flee 
down the front stairs of 
the rooming house to his 
car, parked at the curb,

About 12 or 13 hours 
later, a man was seen 
getting out of a white 
Mustang in a parking lot' 
in an Atlanta public hous­
ing development about 400 
miles from Memphis. Au­
thorities were not awaredence has been found.

—An easy escape route 
was available. If the killer 
used it, he could have been 
in Mississippi 15 minutes 
after he pulled the trigger. 
Once he crossed the state 
line, the chances he would 
be captured decreased be­
cause Memphis police did 
not alert authorities in 
Mississippi or Arkansas to 
be on the lookout for him.

In support of the deci­
sion not to issue such an 
alert, Memphis police say 
that in the early stages of 
the investigation they 
didn’t have enough of a 
(Ascription of the fugitive 
t| warrant asking nejgh- 
biiring states to take such <nuuim me muici —
altion. They contend that berry St. The. shot 
a.tri-stitte alert migp^ve " ” ” JanS at. ,.6.02 p.m., about

■ the same time 'me.slayer
left.

thit the car was-there 
until seven days l^ter. It

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

k1 
Los

Los Angeles Times 
Angeles, Calif.

Date: U/28/68

tionwide search by the 
FBI—now in its fourth

wa:
nar

registered in Galt's 
e. J

The killer's quickest and 
easiest escape route fromweek—and rewards total- easiest escape route irom 

ing $100,000 for informa- . an(* the ass^in-
tion leading to Ray's cap- y. s1^? could We 
ture, he remains at large.
Ray, under the name of ^ed h 1 g h w a y within 
Gdlt, has been charged with ? , minutes after Jthe 
murder by Memphis au- ^bt- -He could have been 
thorities and by the feder-m. Mississippi within 15 
al government with con^ff^SW 
spiracy to violate Dr.
King's civil rights. -4^ limes reporters 

On the evening Dr. King the _ driving |time
was killed, police were *m ^^mZ following 

r o l 1 i n g the block-Ground the motel on^L^a^^® ^eSt^'C^

Edition.- Sunday Final 
Author:Vlncent J. Burke 

:cR9c®cand Nicholas C.
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Editor:Nick B. William
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He could haveleft Inter- 
st#^-it BateW?^ 
miles south of Memphis, 
and headedeast on High­
way ,78 through Oxford 
and' Tupelo. He might 
have continued on 78 
through Birmingham to 
Atlana or turned north to 
Highway 72 which runs 
through Huntsville, Ala.

Tshe assassin might have 
continued on Intersta® 55 
until it ends at Grehlda, 
then proceeded south to 
Winona, Miss., and turned 
east on Highway 82 which 
also would have taken him 
to - Atlanta via Birming­
ham.

FBI Not Talking
There are many back 

roads that the assassin 
could have used and even 
the three main routes, 72, 
78 and 82, go primarily 
through unlighted rural— 
often remote—countryside. 
The roads, are generally 
good, the population and 
traffic’sparse at night and 
police patrolling infre­
quent at best.

FBI agents undoubtedly 
have questioned operators 
Of service stations and 
restaurants along every 
route: the assassin might 
have used. If they have 
found anyone who remem­
bers seeing the escape car, 
the FBI is not saying.

In service stations and 
restaurants in Mississippi, 
reporters who asked about 
the white Mustang re­
ceived mostly a shrug of 
the shoulders, sometimes 
a hostile silence or. the 
comment—"There are a 
lot of white ^Mustaggs 
around these parts."



^fef^pwing account of "footing at 406 Mulber- 
the escape assumes tlflnT^Mce are on scene. 40^ 
the slayer used the fastest, respond." 401 was the 

■quckest route to Mississip- ambulance nearest the 
pia ' H^ m oV e-Lorraine Motel.
m|nts of the killer arj in (6:05—Killer by now is
parentheses. Known flcts driving south on Riverside 
aqe not » Drive. The Mississippi

< River is to his right. A 
blixff is to the left. 0 at tne. .Lorraine Motel, 406 Akan^ af n™ ha aaaa th#- Mulberry St. Ahead of him he sees the Ti

6:02 — M
from the rooming EE

house, drops his rifle and a If h wants to, ne can be in

^16:-^ The assassin's 
car, now some distance 
south of Memphis, , speeds 
over the state line into 
Mississippi. The legal 
speed limit drops to 70. 
But there is almost no 
traffic on the limited ac­
cess road. Almost eviry-

__ At one point during tne 
bogus broadcast M^r

or e exceeds the speed
t. —., . , , lii lit and some cars riacITKiller, having Memphis-Arkansas bridge h > |

thB’f3 spanning the ^Mississippi. 6:2f£The sheriff'S de_6:26—The sheriff's de­

small suitcase in the near­
by doorway of the Canipe 
Amusement Co., gets into 
his mar and drives north.

0 iOS-rKiller turns $ft

Arkansas in less than five
partment dispatcher 
broadcasts: "Subject now

« . , believed north on Thomas
(65:06 7“ Assassin s car from parkway, dark hair, 

S166^.?? Interstate dark suit." This location, if 
Turnoff to the Arkansas

of the white Mustang was 
described as "responsible 
for the Shooting."., .: ,

At another point * the 
police broadcast "the bine 
Pontiac is firing»1 on the 
white Mustang cor­
rection 1 . ■. . thfiL white, 
Mustang is firing.; at-the 
blue Pontiac."

Memphis police ^ they 
know who' ma'ide ’.the' 
broadpast but have M 
arrested anyone. ■

6:54—Listeners ria |the, 
police, radio hea$^„sthis

off Main St. He now fis bridge. He is now on

hea ling west toward
1— Interstate route 55.)

te 6:09—The fire depart-

true, would have put the question: "Is it OK.for Dr. 
fugitive in north Memphis Kfng'&zbrother to goWhe 
headed toward Kentucky. * - ' ’

Mississippi River, which is meat dispatcher pulls a • 
only a few blocks away.

6:30 — The Tennessee
hosfoital? n

He wants to get onto 
Riverside Drive, a limited­
access highway which runs 
along the river. There are 
two ways he can do this. 
He can turn right at the 
next street, Front St., 
drive to Beale St. and then 
turn left to Riverside. Or, 
hefcan double back almost 
im nediately, turning left 
on Front St., driving to 
Georgia Ave., where Ue 
would turn right and then 
use the Georgia Ave. entry 
onto Riverside. The first 
route is faster. The second 
is longer and slower, but 
has the advantage of tak­
ing him through a desert­
ed warehouse area. Subse­
quent time-checks on the 
killer's location assumes 
that he went via Beal! St., 
reai hing the Mississippi

. . -. n Highway Patrol in’, Mem-
master switch turning all p^ radios ap ns unite ini
traffic lights red on Main ^e area ^ a late'model* 
mt and s^eral others. Mustang js being sought 
This made it easier for ’■ - ^ &-
police cars and for the 
ambulance carrying Dr. 
King to speed through the

Mustang is being sought. 
After the broadcast the

downtown area.
Speed Accelerated

6:11—Police radio re­
ports for the first time 
that a white Mustang had 
been seen leaving the area 
of the shooting. The driver 
is described as a "young 
white male suspect, well- 
dressed, believed in a late 
model white Mustang, 
north on Main from the 
scene of the shooting."

highway patrol guarded 
all state routes from the 
city.

(6:30 — The assassin, 
driving at high speed, is at 
least 20 miles deep in 
Mississippi on , Interstate 
55.)

6:35-6:48—Memphis po­
lice become the victims of a 
heartless .practical joke. as 
pranksters complicate the 
pursuit of the killer. Inter­
mittently for 13 minutes, 
they succeed in getting
broadcast bn the police

Z6’1/-?e ^^sm’^ho ra(y0 faisie reports detail- 
already has dnven about 
eight miles, accelerates his ing a wild chase and an

- , _.- ____ . .... exchange of. gunfire be-
speed. The speed lumt tween a white Mustang
now is 75 m p.h, the flow ^a bhie^iac in th!

[:05—King is dead!; 
«WM J

ESCAPE ROUTES—Two 
maps show how assassin 
may,have fled Memphis.

Times map by Harlan Kirby

in about 15 romites. ^.g^ iff « the £ - ""

UsUg the second roufc. lt concrete divided high- >,IS , ■ ^ Drieln.
probably would have ta- way) ,

n J\rI£iS i transmitter. and; were re- 
King, his spinal cord s ^jv^-bv a vount? white 
ered by the assassin's bul-

He notified a
"MJ -^» department Joeepfcs H«^tal His ^^ ^^.tei^'tiuM
dispatcher, responsible for head IS, wrapped in a.^, , ^ ^ *M ------ t^. i...

service, sends this call: An oxygen mask is ihw n r •

line

ken him 18 minutes to get 
to the state line.)

6:03—A sheriff's depart­
ment deputy finds the 
discarded rifle.

ceived by a young white 
man in a parked car in

. Speeding on. J^w^te1' 
55' thb'qftg4 4h‘| ^
northern Mississippi .couh-

tve driven-to ^tlaiita by
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Began AtChildhood

Ray Pictured As A Rebel
the brother said. “He sureNEW YORK (AP) - James, . .

E^ Ray, suspected assassinTT''W6’t have any lovHirrafted
Dr^Martin Luther King Jr., be- 
gait'his rebellion against author­
ity ^during a poverty stricken 
childhood in the Midwest and 
W&^‘always known as a trouble­
maker, an article in the current

people, but I know he wouldn’t 
have put himself in a spot like) 
this unless there was something!
in it for him.”

The article said Ray’s mili­
tary career was spent mostly in 

issue of Life magazine has dis- Germany and that in 1948 he re­
closed. ! ceived a general discharge that

Ray alias Eric Starvo Galt 
continued his troublemaking ca-' 

■ reer in the Army, then turned to 
a life of small-time, usually un- 
sUedessful crime, the article 
skid. Life quoted one of Ray’s 
brothers as saying that if he 
killed King, it was probably for 
money.

The article said Ray was ab­
sent from school 25 to 30 per 
cent of the time when a child. 
Virgil Oscay Graves, who was 
prirTcTpartt Mo., 
school Ray attended, was quot­
ed as saying, “He was a rebel. 
He rebelled against authority 
and his approach to most of his 
teachers was very bad ... But 
he was a sensitive boy. I re-i

cited his “ineptness and ack of 
adaptability to military serv­
ice.’.’
; In 1949, the article said, Ray 
went to Los Angeles and began 
a series of “almost clownish 
crimes.” Ray was caught al- 

! most every time he tried a ri 9;

tery, the magazine said, anl 
aid hot succeed until 1959 whai 
he and a partner stole $800 from 
a grocery store in St. Louis.

Shortly after that success, the 
article said, Ray tried another 
holdup which turned out to be 
typical of his failures. During 
his escape, the article said, 
j^Ray forgot to shut his car door 
i ind fell out as he swerved tl e

jpiember one day he came up to 
/wv docV woarina natnhod nv^r.!
unemoer one aay ne came up w (ar sharpIy around a corner „ 
>iy desk wearing patched over-! J In prison> having been J. 
alls- and asked whether I tenced late in 1959 to 20 years in
thought the other kids would. x . the Missouri State Penitentiary, 
pay attention to his appear- Ray “distinguished himself only 
an?e- >' by a series of solitary escape at-

kay, the article said, was the; 
eldest of nine children of George 
and Lucille Maher Ray. Ray’s
fatheflimh™ of

tempts which earned him the 
nickname, ‘The Mole.”

Finally, a year ago, he suc-
ceeded in escaping by hiding in

alcoholism, Life said, an(f ms s truck from the prisffi oakery.
mother in 1961. One of his sis-
ters and one brother are dead; 
twO other brothers also have 
been in jail. ।

One of these two, Gerald, was 
quoted as saying Ray knew that 
if he were recaptured he faced a 
stiffer prison sentence, even 
without a murder accusation.

“A deal with a lot of money 
would have looked pretty good
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'THS SEARCH FOR RAY: —1 

KEY PHONE CLUE FOUND
‘ By LOUIS LOMAX

Special to The Herald-Examiner

SAN ANTONIO, Tex—The 
gas station phone booth from 
which James Earl Ray, the al- 
ileged slayer of Dr. Martin Lu- 
jther King Jr., talked long dis­
tance with his New Orleans con- 

Itact on the night (if Dec. 16, 
1967, has been located.

I The call involved one of the 
Two telephone contacts Ray 
made that night with the New 
Orleans man believed to be the 
“cashman” behind Ray, then 
known as Eric Starve Galt.

i Charles Stein, the Hollywood 
'songwriter who made the Dec. 
:15 trip with Ray, and this re­
porter located the gas station 
involved at about 1 a.m. Satur­
day. Identification of the phone 
booth climaxed a 24-hour search 
along freeways and service 
roads in the area. Telephone 
company officials in Texas are 
attempting to locate records 
that will show precisely who 
Ray was calling.

From conversations between 
jRay and Stein as they drove 
j from Los augSles to New Or­

EXCLUSIVE!
leans, it has been established 
that Ray said his contact was a 
New Orleans industrialist.

Publication of the exact loca­
tion of the phone booth is being 
withheld until telephone compa­
ny officials can locate the rec­
ord.

Before leaving Los Angeles, 
Stein provided this reporter 
with a detailed description of 
the gas stations where the 
phone calls were made. The 
first call was at approximately 
8 p.m. Dec. 16 at a gas station 
Stein described as being in a 
relatively small town. The high­
way, Route 90, ran through the 
town and Stein recalled that 
Ray drove directly into the sta­
tion which is on the right side of 
the road. Ray, according to 
Stein, told the attendant he did 
not wish to buy gas, and raced 
to the phone booth to the left of 
the station.

Stein also recalled that the

station had a long roof which 
jutted out from the main build­
ing to the area of the gas 
pumps. He said the jutting roof 
area was flooded with contin­
uous lights.

The first 24 hours of the 
search proved futile due to the 
manner in which Stein’s memo­
ry and mind worked. He never 
wears a watch and has great 
difficulty in remembering exact­
ly when events occur. He knew, 
for example, that he left Los 
Angeles on Friday, Dec. 15, and 
arrived at New Orleans on Sun­
day, Dec. 17, but he could not 
recall the approximate time of 
departure or arrival.

Cross-checks with Stein’s fam­
ily in Los Angeles established 
that he and Ray departed at 
about noon on Dec. 15. A further 
check with Stein’s brother in 
New Orleans disclosed* ne""3fid
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between San Antonio and Hous­
ton—as first thought.e=s=s

Stein, struggling to recall de­
tails of the five-month-old trip, 
remembered Ray was short on 
gas as he drove through a small 
town. As they passed the last 
gas station in the town, Ray 
remarked that the station was 
across the road which had a 
divider and that he would get 
gas at the next station which he 
felt would be a few miles down 
the highway. Ray drove about 
three miles without coming 
upon a gas station. He panicked 
and decided to turn around and 
return to the gas station in the 
small town.

Stein found the town in ques­
tion. The road divider is there 
and we bought our gas at the 
same Phillips 66 station where 
Ray bought his.

From these fixed points it was 
a matter of time before Stein, 
who was driving my rented car 
at the time, slammed on the 
brakes and then pulled into a 
gas station.

“This,” he shouted, “is it! 
Thank you, Jesus!”

The station had the gutted' 
roof. The lights are continuous. 
And as I sat in the car, as Stein 
had done with Ray, and 
watched Stein race around the 
left side of the station to the 
hidden phone booth, I too be­
came convinced that this was 
indeed the place. ers^a

Ray „arriye£l at the home shortly 
after noon on Sunday.

After plotting the trip as it 
would be carried out by the two 
men taking turns at the wheel, 
we determined approximately 
where they would have been on 
the evening of Dec. 16, the night 
the two critical calls took place. 
This timetable pinpointed the 
Houston area. Only after a 
search of that area failed to 
locate the gas station' involved 
did Stein begin to completely 
relive the trip. He remembered 
that after the last phone call he, 
Stein, took over the driving and 
immediately traversed a road 
under construction.

After three hours of driving 
and covering more than 125 
miles, we found the stretch of 
highway involved. The location 
iof the “bumpy road” suggested 
that our original calculations 
|were off by some 500 miles. 
'Then Stein’s memory produced 
these facts:

•The two men ate breakfast 
at Las Cruces, N.M., early on 
the morning of Dec. 16.

•They drove into El Paso, 30 
miles away, where Ray bought 
a new tire for the white Mus­
tang.

•The tire was not affixed to 
the car in El Paso. Instead Ray 

, drove toward San Antonio and 
skidded off the iced road. Stein 
took the wheel at that point and 
drove to the next small town 
where they had the new tire 
affixed, reasoning that his skid 
was caused by a slick tire.

A check with the weather bur­
eau confirmed the snow storm 
and the icy roads. Given the 
breakfast in Las Cruces and the 
weather factor it became clear 
that the phone calls were made 
somewhere between El Paso 
gnd San Antohio ratnGr than
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FBI EVIDENCE AGAINST SUSPECT

Map of King Home, Church Linked to Ray
)^5 . BY JACK NELSON
5 / J^iL' ■ W *» writr'

* ■ WASHINGTON—A map of Atlan­
ta; with ;the areas of Dr. Martin 
Luther-King's residence and church 
circled has-, 'been? linked to, accused 
qssassin- James.E’arl Ray by the FBI, 
it was- learned Tuesday.

' The ’Times learned thatthe- map is 
.part of the: FBI’s 'evidence in its civil 
rights conspiracy case against Ray.

The map tends to support a theory 
by . some investigators that Ray 
stalked Dr. King for some time 
before he allegedly shot him April 4 
-as the civil rights leader stood on a 
balcony outside his Memphis motel 
room.

The ’ areas circled included the 
Ebenezer Baptist Church on Au- 
burn Ave. in a Negro-business area 
bn the eastern edge of downtown 
■Atlanta, and the area of Dr. King's 
residence several miles southwest of 
do1-^  ̂Atlanta. Dr. King and'Ins-

father, the Rev. Martin Luther King 
Sr., served as copastors of the 
church.

Ray has been the object of. a 
nationwide manhunt since April 17 - 
when the FBI charged him—in a 
complaint listing him under the 
alias of Eric Starve Galt—with 
conspiring to violate Dr. King's civil 
rights. Memphis authorities quickly 
; ollowed with a murder charge. 1

Two days after filing the coni 
■ )laint, the FBI announced that 
fingerprints uncovered in its inves­
tigation revealed that Galt actually 
was Ray, a 40-year-old escapee from 
the Missouri State Penitentiary.

How the FBI obtained the Atlanta 
map with its markings is not known. ' 
It apparently was either left by Ray 
as he fled the murder scene or was 
found in a car he abandoned in 
.Atlanta.

’The FBI alleges Ray bought a rifle 
with a telescopic sight in Birming­
ham March 29. And Jefferson Coun­
ty (Birmingham) Sheriff Mel Bailey 
has said the killing probably was 
planned in Birmingham.

Bailey said there was evidence 
that Ray was in Birmingham at the 
same time as Dr. King last October 
and November. "He could have laid 
in wait on many occasions^jeaitig^ 
for gwrat King," Bailey saidf
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Federal investigators, 
hoWHA, apparently favor 
the theory that Ray, who 
was known to be strangely 
impulsive, did not plan 
the killing over a long pe­
riod of time.

Although the FBI com­
plaint accused the sus- 
p e c t of conspiring in 
the assassination with "an 
individual whom he al­
leged to be his brother," it 
was learned that the FBI's 
investigation has turned 
up little or no evidence 
that the crime involved 
more than one person.

The FBI's allegation of a 
c o n s p i racy apparently 
rests solely on a statement 
by a clerk at a Birming­
ham sporting goods store 
that Ray, in purchasing 
the rifle, mentioned that 
he and his brother 
planned to use it.

The .30-06 rifle was 
traced to the store by the 
FBI after having been 
dropped by the assassin as 
he fled a Memphis board­
ing house from which he 
had fired the fatal shot.

The FBI apparently has 
lost all trace or niv since

between 7 a.m. and 9 a.m. 
April 5—12 to 14 hours 
after the killing—when a 
man believed to be him 
was seen abandoning a 
white Mustang in a public 
housing project in Atlan­
ta.

The car, which matched 
the description of one 
which fled the murder 
scene, was registered in 
the name of Eric Starvo 
Galt. Ray began using that 
alias some time after es­
caping from prison April 
23, 1967, according to au­
thorities.

The source of his funds 
remains a puzzle, howev­
er. Could he have been a 
more successful robber 
and burglar than his re­
cord indicates? Did he live 
off stolen funds after his 
escape, or did he have 
cash stashed away from a 
crime committed weiu?e

his last imprisonment?
One thing the painstak­

ing FBI investigation has 
turned up about Ray is 
that he is more of a'racist 
than was first believed.

Although some prison 
sources said Ray showed 
no manifestations of ra­
cism, it is now known that 
he brooded over race prob­
lems and had xjggp 
hatred or fear of wegroes^

He once rejected h trans- 
, fer to a prison7 larnr-a

Jpveted move for most 
onvicts—because of th®'

i g^h p e r c e'nt a g .^ oT ■
;Negroes' thereX7- ,'. -'''^y
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Carmichael may have given
away plot behind

By RALPH de TOLEDANO
More and more, Capitol Hill 

is inclining to the view held by 
the FBI that the assassin of 
Martin Luther King was hired 
and guided by pro-Peking Com-

shooting
(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

munist ele-
merits in the
United States
and Cuba. If 
this is proved, 
it, will lend 
credence to the 
theory that 
Castroites al­
so had a hand 
in the assassi­

^TW/f/ZZ^ ^^-

nation of President Kennedy. 
> Increasingly, the careful 
planning that ’ went into the 
Martin Luther King assassina- 
,tiun is being cited in any de­
bate over the assertion that a 
wild-eyed crackpot fired the 
murder weapon. Fanatical pol­
itical murderers are quickly 
caught. Or they give themselves 
up in order to take “credit” for 
their acts. The hired gun is dif­
ficult to track down, particular­
ly if his “employers” realize 
that capture can “blow” the 
purposes of the plot.

If the pro-Peking theory of 
the King assassination is true, 
the sole purpose of the slaying 
was to incite violence and cre­
ate what Lenin ritualistically 
described as a “revolutionary 
situation” in the cities. The ef­
fect of such a disclosure would 
be highly adverse to the ex­
tremist and violent whig of the 
“black power” movement.
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The most vocal spokesman of 
violence as a means of politi­
cal action is Stokely Carmi­
chael. However, one Negro 
leader described him as hav­
ing a “following of about 50 
Negroes and 5,000 white report­
ers,” and there is much truth 
in that overstatement.

Nonetheless, Carmichael’s 
words and acts acquire a sig­
nificance beyond the present 
potential of the subversives he 
now leads. During the Wash­
ington riots, Carmichael roam-' 
ed the streets exhorting Ne­
groes to burn and loot, wav­
ing a pistol in violation of law/
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and ignoring the curfew that 
confined the rest of the citi­
zenry.

In a telephone call to Com­
munist Cuba on the day after 
the King killing, Carmichael 
may have given away the mo­
tivation for what on the face 
of it might seem a senseless 
act. With Dr. King out of the 
way, he almost gloated, “the 
leader of a movement which 
urged the United States Negro 
population not to burn the ci- 
lise nor engage in acts of vio­
lence” had been eliminated. 
Now, “no other black leader 
exists to tell his brothers not 
to burn cities. This means that” 
for Negroes “it will be neces­
sary to enter wholeheartedly 
into total revolution.”
I In the same message, he 
spelled it out even more clear­
ly. “With the death of Martin 
Luther King,” he said, “we can 
seriously start down the road 
toward revolution in order to 
attain the downfall of this sys­
tem governing the United 
States.” Elsewhere he had 
said, “We will set the country 
afire and — like Nero — we 
will sit and watch it burn,” 
bringing about the destruction 
of “an imperialist” America.

In other words, despite the 
violence which often followed 
Martin Luther King’s non-vio­
lence preachments, he remain- 
eo as an obstacle to the lead­
ership of the extremists who

2025 RELEASE



called lor immediate ^u Ft 
ceaseless violence. The King as­
sassination cut the ground from 
under those Negro leaders who 
recognize that arson and 
looting achieve only token re­
sults — the panicky passage of 
an open-housing law by a con­
fused Congress was one such 
— rather than building toward 
a sound multi-racial America.

The militant extremists, of 
course, are not really interest­
ed in solving the problems of 
America’s Negroes. The more 
misery there is in the so-called 
ghettos, the better chance there 
is for embroiling the entire na­
tion in internal warfare. If, as 
Carmichael seems to want, ev­
ery Negro lays down his life 
in the cause of nihilistic terror, 
the entire free world will be 
compromised — which is what 
Peking also most passionately 
fesires.
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FBT Impounds Ray^ 

Phone Call Records
By LOUIS LOMAX

Special to The Herald-Examiner
The FBI has seized tele­

phone records here vital to the 
hunt for the slayer or slayers of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

On Thursday of last week, the 
Herald-Examiner disclosed that 
James Earl Ray, then known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, frequented a 
phone booth in the St. Francis 
Hotel along Hollywood Boule­
vard. The article by this report­
er disclosed that Ray made long 
distance calls from this phone 
booth around six o’clock each 
evening.

Before the article was printed 
arrangements had been made 
with officials of Pacific Tele­
phone Company to obtain re­
cords that would show the desti­
nation of the calls placed by 
Ray.

On the day the story appeared 
in The Herald-Examiner, the 
FBI visited the Pacific Tele­
phone Company and impounded 
the records.

FBI officials also visited 
iCharles Stein and other mem­
bers of his family Monday who 
nave been instrumental in this 
reporter’s efforts to track down 
New Orleans contacts of Ray. 
Stein and members of his fami­
ly report the FBI officials de­
manded to know what places 
Steffi .ana this reporter visited

during our trip to Texas last 
week.

Stein and this reporter left 
Los Angeles last Thursday to 
retrace the Los Angeles to New 
Orleans trip Stein took with Ray 
last December 15th. The essen-; 
tial purpose of Ray’s trip, so it 
is believed, was to make con­
tact with the “cash man” in 
New Orleans who is suspected 
of having bankrolled the slaying 
of Dr. King.

This reporter and Stein re­
traced the trip to locate phone 
tor ths from which Ray made 
calls to his New Orleans con­
tact.

One of these booths was locat­
ed in the early morning hours 
Saturday.

Texas phone company offi­
cials now are attempting to lo­
cate records that will reveal the 
number and name of the person 
Ray was calling.

The Los Angeles phone re­
cords confiscated by the FBL 
may show the name and num­
ber of the same New Orleans 
contact Ray was phoning from 
phone booths along the Texas 
highway.

FBI officials here in Los An­
geles refused to comment about 
their seizure of the phone re­
cords. They also refused this 
reporter’s request to see the 
records. --------
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World-Wide Manhunt
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 

— Australian police are making 
a nationwide search for James 
Earl Ray, wanted in the United 
States on a charge of killing Dr.

Police officials said the U.S. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
cabled that it had information 
indicating Ray, also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, might have 
fled to Australia.

Australian police have also 
begun an intensive examination 
of all entry documents filed at 
points of entry since King’s as­
sassination, but officers say 
nothing positive has turned Uf
yet. c (Indicate page, name of 

newspaper, city and state.)
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4 The FBI has asked the Australian 
govBFhhwit to make a rouWcEeck 
of whether James,Earl Ray, sought 
in themurder of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, applied for a visa to go to that 
chuntry;*! Ah Australian embassy 
spokesman said in Washington that 
’Australian authorities have no 
evidence r at all that the person 
concernedis in Australia." It was 
thought that the FBI had or would 
make similar requests of other 
nation^ in which Ray might seek
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Framed, Maybe Slain
Jerry Says He Doubts James Assassinated 

; Dr, King but He Might Have Been Fall Guy

BY RICHARD T. COOPER 
/ Times Staff Writer

CHICAGO —/Gerald, 
(Jerrv) Rav ^lieves his 
brother, James Earl Ray, 
sought in Ae assassina­
tion of Dry Martin Luther 
King, was connected in 
some way with an elabor­
ate plot, but that James 
may have been the fall 
guy, not the killer.

James may have been 
killed himself and framed 
by those who actually 
murdered Dr. King, Jerry 
Ray said Friday in an 
interview with The Times.

"If he did it, which I 
doubt, there had to be a lot 
of money in it," and pro­
bably assurances of a safe 
hiding place, Jerry Ray 
speculated.

He urged his brother, if 
still alive, not to surren­
der. Anything would be 
better than facing trial for 
the murder and serving 
the 18 years in prison 
James still faces in Mis­
souri, Jerry said.

Claims FBI Clearance
Jerry, who left the Chi­

cago area and his job for 
St. Louis Friday after­ 
noon, said he and his other  
brother, John, /both have

known, has 
by the FBI 
found to h

been cleared 
John

a a v

the FBI. 
ose where- 
been un-

he has4^?o 
contact; with John since 
January when John was 
working as a bartender in 
New York City and called 
him on the telephone.

Jerry said his last con­
tact with James was a 
letter James wrote him 
about a week before escap­
ing from the Missouri 
State Penitentiary at Jef­
ferson City April 23, 1967.

"He won't contact any­
body in the family, I'm 
positive of that," Jerry 
said, because James will 
know the FBI is watching 
all his rel^w*<^

Often in Jail
Between the ages of 14 

and 20, Jerry, now 32, was 
out of jail only one year, 
but he has not been in 
trouble since. For the last 
four years, he has worked 
as a maintenance man at a 
public country club near 
Chicago. He is regarded as 
a quiet, pleasant man by 
his employers and by the 
few people who know him 
in the town near the club.

The club's owners had 
not known of Jerry's po­
lice record, but when the 
news broke, instead of 
firing him—as Ray says 
most employers would— 
they attempted to shield

tion with the slaying, ac­
cording to Jerry, who said 
FBI agents told him of 
J o h n's clearance. The 
agentsdid not tell him

Seated him from publicity and 
nd has been helped him in other ways, 
e no connec- Jerry said he was not

found, Jerry Ray said.

working with the FBI, but 
acknowledged he has been i 
in frequent contact with ; 
the bureau since agents j 
took him to their Chicago 
office for questioning the 
night of April 19, when 
Eric Starvo Galt was iden-

1 i e r, Ga 11 had been 
charged with conspiracy 
in the assassination. ■ ,

Although he continues 
to express doubt that 
James was the assassin, 
Jerry says there is "some 
tieup someplace" between 
his brother and the mur­
der. The large amounts of 
money James allegedly 
spent just before the kill­
ing could not have come i 
from earlier crimes, his 
brother said.

Money a Mystery
James' crimes before he 

went to the Missouri pri­
son were not large enough . 
to yield such a quantity of 
money, and the FBI has, 
found no evidence that he 
committed any robberies 
after escaping, Jerry said. 
He asserted that the FBI 
also "leans toward" the 
plot theory. ^ - -^

He pins, his hope that 
James is still alive on the 
fact that his body has not 
been found. If he had been ' 
killed and framed, Jerry 
reasons, the murderers 
would want the body dis­
covered "to draw the heat 
off of them."

If the persons involved 
in the plot checked James' 
record, his brother said, 
they would have found 
that he could be trusted 
because he has never testi­
fied for the police against 
his "rap partners" in other 
crimes. - I

James was sentenced to 
20 years in Missouri be­
cause he refused to give 
information to the police, 
Jerry Ray said, and he 
himself once took a five- 
year sentence rather than 
talk. "That runs in the 
fautnyy^kt stuff^ay j^ad.

This leads him to hope
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