
tl^cagsgirators arranged 
for his brother fefeis 
sanctuary in a country 
that does not have an 
extradition treaty with the 
United _ States. The FBI 
told him it has never 
kidnaped a wanted man 
from another country, Jer­
ry said.

He described James as a 
quiet person who makes 
few friends, "doesn't 
mingle," and has "a strong 
attitude."

"Everything he did he 
thought he did the best 
and he always figured he'd 
never get caught. Other­
wise he wouldn't have 
done it," Jerry said.

Jerry said his brother 
never acted violently in 
connection with any of his 
crimes. "He just used a 
gun as a thing you'd need 
if you were going to 
commit an armed rob­
bery," he said.

James was not a sadist, 
as ’ssayi3anne4rjmbh§'s 
are — committing “Eheir j

h

crimes foy the opportunity 
ihey offer to strike or 
shoot people as well as for 
the money, Jerry said.

He said his brother did 
not express, anti - Negro 
feelings in the letters they 
exchanged or. during the 
visits Jerry paid to James 
in Jefferson City. "The 
truth is he didn't have 
much feeling toward them 
one way or another," Jerry 
said.

"He didn't associate with 
them and neither do I," he 
added, adding that facili­
ties in the Missouri prison 
were segregated.

"If he did shoot that man 
(Dr. King), it was not 
because of any race 
hatred. It was s^Sag 
else," Jerry said. ” :

' ^S^ hls brother was 
a quiet prisoneSrarftd 
few friends and did not get 
into trouble. "He was an 
avid reader" of nonfiction, 
Jerry Ray said, particular­
ly True, Argosy, and va­
rious detective magazines.

"He liked big steaks. He 
wanted me to smuggle 
blondes and steaks in 
down there (in Jefferson 
City), but I couldn't get 
either one in," he said.

J e r r y's acquaintance 
with his brother was in 
some ways limited, howev­
er. They have been out­
side of prison at the same 
time only once in the last 
16 years. t==s

Indeed the habit of ex-

marks Jerry and James as 
unusually close in the Ray 
family, which became 
fragmented when they 
were children. Jerry said 
he had not seen a sister ’ 
who lives near Chicago 
since 1964, when both 
attended the funeral of a 
younger brother.

As for his own future 
Jerry said he had no job 
waiting in St. Louis and 
no plans. What he does 
will depend on what hap­
pens, on how soon he can 
move back into the sha-

esssntry club job had 
occupied him several

timw wjbng as any other. 
He had planned to spend 
his life at it andapparent- 
ly would like

Meanwhile, the less he

j hears about hihfe^r 
। James, the more hopeMl 
i he feels he can be. To

J i^R' iSJP
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The FBI released

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A 9

, AP Wtrephotos

Still Sought
two more photos yesterday of

Sun

San Bernardino
James Earl Ray, the accused killer of Dr. Martin 
Luther King. The one on the right, taken early 
this year in California, is considered a “very good 
likeness.” Photo at left was taken in Mexico last 
November. The FBI says Ray wears sunglasses I 
frequently. The search for the accused assassin i
^ been extended to foreign countries.

M„ 5/8/68
Eamon, Morning
Author:

Editor:

Title:
JAMES E. RAY

Character:
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Submitting Office:
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VICTOR RIESEL

King Killer Paid in $20 Bills?
The1 FBI’s central Martin evidence moves the case 

Luther King desk, under the swiftly beyond the conjectures 
personal direction of J. Edgar of amateur detectives and
Hoover, is operating on the 
hard theory that the Negro 
leader was the victim of a 
conspiracty of “several or 
more persons.”

There are those high in the 
Justice Dept., therefore, who 
believe that Eric Starve Galt- 
James Earl Ray was a hired 
killer, heavily paid and amply 
supplied with cash. Most of 
this was in $20 bills.

Evidence is piling up inside 
the bureau to justify in­
vestigation of a conspiracy 
beyond Galt and a man he 
said was his brother. This

dilettante criminologists.
Part of the evidence is the 

provable free flow of cash 
(some $7,000) Galt-Ray was 
able to pour out whenever he 
wished. In addition to the 
white Mustang, the dance 
lessons and the bartenders 
school fee, the accused 
assassin crisscrossed this 
country in a manner no poor 
man could. The car has 19,000 
miles on its speedometer.

Whether or not he drove, he 
is known to have lived well in 
cities so distant from each 
other that Galt-Ray would

have had to have traveled
more than 15,000 miles in 
past nine or 10 months.

Whoever planned 
itinerary, his make-up, 
aliases, had a novelist’s

the

his 
his 
im-

agination. Ray, for example, 
is (or was) a James Bond fan. 
“Eric Starvo” is one of Bond’s 
suave characters. The name 
“Galt” was contrived by 
novelist Ayn Rand, who 
fashioned the “John Galt” in 
“Atlas Shrugged” after the 
late John Gall, one of the most 
prestigious of c a p i t a 1 at­
torneys and once a power in 
the iron and steel industry.

There’s been a fantastic 
search. For example, every 
“John Willard” (Galt’s 

... Memphis boardinghouse alias) 
in the U.S. has been checked

aout.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Investi^StWTWtput much 
stock in the interpretation that 
because Galt-Ray frequented 
Atlanta and Birmingham the 
conspiracy was centered in the 
deep South. The probers 
believe that the white car and 
the Remington rifle were 
purchased and planted in such 
a manner that the leads would 
point southward.

Galt-Ray had Chicago con­
nections of some kind, it’s 
believed. There is obvious 
evidence and there are leads
which 
refuse 
leads 
Eric

the authorities grimly 
to discuss. The obvious 
are the letters which 
Starvo Galt received

from Chicago while living in 
the Birmingham rooming 
house.

The bureau and the Justice 
Dept., as well as Attorney 
General Ramsey Clark, are 
silent because they think too 
much has been said already.

But there is no doubt that at 
least 3,000 of the FBI’s 6,000 
men and virtually all its 600 
resident agents (placed so that 
the FBI can get to any part of 
the nation in an hour) are 
working on the murder of 
Martin Luther King.

This is the second biggest 
manhunt in history—second 
only to the probe of the John 
Kennedy assassination when 
each of the bureau’s 6,000 
agents was involved in some 
fashion.

Where is Galt-Ray? Of 
course he can be on any con­
tinent. But the prevailing 
Justice Dept, theory now is 
that the killer is in some tiny 
hamlet or village—so small 
that big town dailies just 
aren’t followed closely by all 
the residents.

So, the iederals now are 
preparing to get the sniper’s 
photo into those isolated 
clusters of rural communities. 
It worked once in a bloody 
murder case years ago and 
the technique may produce 
results again.-.. * ' .

(All Rights Reserved) .
(Distributed 1968 by Publishers-Hall 

. Syndicate) •
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The possibility that the slayer of

pbssibly by foreign agents, has not 
beeh ruled out by the FBI, Atty. 
Gen. Ramsey Clark said in Wash­
ington. Clark added that he still be­
lieves Dr. King's killer "was a man 
acting alone", and that eventually he 
will be found alive. He made the 
comments on the television program

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

1-2 Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles, Calif,
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Fontana Man Wants Pr.'K^ Murderer

$1 Million Reward for Killer?
A Fontana man has suggest­

ed a nationwide fund-raising 
drive be started to collect $1 
million to be offered as a re­
ward for information leading to 
the arrest and conviction of 
the killer of civil rights leader 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

To get the fund started^ Ernest 
A. Wilfong .gyri he’s sending 
a check for the first contribu­
tion.

Wilfong, a Negro and opera­
tor of the Sunrise Market at
15911,-Highland Ave., Fontana,159114Jlisluaj|d Ave., Fontana, people into the seaei^F^le
madethesuggestion for the with new ideas.” ■

fund in a telegram sent yes­
terday to Dr. Ralph Abernathy, 
successor the the slain King as 
executive director of the South­
ern Christian Leadership Con­
ference.

“The idea struck me,” said 
Wilfong, “that if enough money 
was at stake someone would 
come up with something. I think 
the idea will catch on. I hope 
so.”

Would a million dollars tempt 
him to enter the search for Dr. 
King’s assassin?

“My wife and I are big game 
hunters. We do a lot of hunting 
in British Columbia, but we 
hunt only animals, not men,” 
said Wilfong.

“rm the peaceful type whin 
it times to human beings,” *e 
said. 9

“Money like this will pull new Wilfong has been a Fontana 
resident more than 11 years. He 
and his wife, Gay, are the par- 
ents\of Troy, 15, who attends 
junior high school, e-^a

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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BY DREW PEARSON

The FBI's failure to apprehend the 
assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King / 
has led to reports that J. Edgar ' 
Hoover is not interested in catching 
the murderer.

We have checked into the opera­
tions of the FBI in this respect and 
are convinced that it is conducting 
perhaps the most painstaking, ex­
haustive manhunt ever before un­
dertaken in the United States. Its G- 
men have checked every bar ever 
patronized by James Earl Ray, 
every flophouse he ever stopped at, 
every cantina in Mexico he ever 
visited.

That he has not been found may be 
due, first, to the possibility that he 
himself was murdered by those who 
hired him to kill King; or, second, 
that he is hiding in some remote 
Mexican village.

What the FBI has established 
about King's assassin was that he 
was a professional killer who had 
read Ian Fleming and Ayn Rand.

Yet, while a student of crime he 
was also a bungler. For he left 
behind the murder rifle with his 
fingerprints on it and, wrapped 
abound the rifle a bedspread which 
contained strands of his hair. He 
also left behind a blue zipper bag 
containing a brush with hair match­
ing those on the bedspread.

All the evidence we have been able 
to gather points to the probability 
that Ray was hired to kill Dr. King.

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

/ He broke out of the Missouri State 
Penitentiary on April 23,1967,, after 
boasting to fellow prisoners that he 
intended to make a big "score" on 
the outside. : .

Four months later, on Aug. 30, 
1967, he opened a safe deposit box in 
the Birmingham Trust National 
Bank and suddenly began passing 
out crisp $20 bills like a big spender.

All told, Ray spent an estimated 
$10,000 in seven months.; Yet he 
never held a job, and committed no 
crimes following his escape from the 
Missouri penitentiary that the FBI 
has discovered.

It seems likely that Ray planned 1 
the murder of Dr. King for several 
months. He finally purchased the ' 
Reniington rifle in Birmingham, on : 
March 30, then moved to a boarding 
house in Atlanta. ■

Evidently, Ray changed his mind ! 
about waylaying King in Atlanta / 
and followed him to Memphis 1 
instead. After all the elaborate 1 
planning and the careful creation of 
a new identity,.Ray left behind in 1 
Memphis the murder rifle, binocu­
lars and a bag full of toilet articles. 1

If white extremists put up the 
blOod money it was probably not the 
Ku Klux Klan or the Minute Men, 
for they are an impatient lot.

Black extremists have also not 
been ruled out. They might have 
sought to get rid of King in order to 
remove the prophet of nonviolence.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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structor owning a bar in 
Mexico.
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NDEXED
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uames eaRL Ran

April 4, Memphis: A man 
registering as John Wil­
lard but fitting Ray's 
description checks into a
rooming house at 3:15
p.m., requesting a back 
room facing the motel 
where Martin Luther

ON Sleuthing by federal agents and newsmen has
pieced together key moves in a year-long cross 
country journey of the No. 1 man on the nation's
wanted list—the suspected murderer of Martin 
Luther King Jr. The trail starts at the Missouri 
State Penitentiary with James Earl Ray's escape on 
April 23,1967. Four months later, on Aug. 26, Ray, 
using the alias Eric Starvo Galt, rented a room at 
a Birmingham, Ala., boarding house saying he 
planned to stay three or four months.

On Aug. 30, he bought 
a 1966 white Mustang,
paying $2,000 in cash. 
On Oct. 7, he checked
out of the boarding
house, after only six 
weeks, saying he was
going to Mobile to look

King was staying. At 6 p.m., King, standing, on the motel 
balcony, was killed by a-bullet from a .30-06 rifle.

i /Aw

The trail picks up next in 
Los Angeles. Ray and a Holly­
wood songwriter, Charles
Stein, made a Los Angeles- 
New Orleans round trip in 
the Mustang between Dec 
15 and 21. Ray also took 
dancing lessons at a Long 
Beach, Calif., studio during 
December. He mentioned to
both Stein and a dance in

Next came a bartending coarse. Ray began six weeks training 
on Jan. 20,1968, graduating March 2 but declining a job the 
school had available for him. Ray said he was leaving Los 
Angeles to see a brother. On March 29, he turned up in 
Birmingham again, buying a .243-caIiber rifle at a sporting 
store but turning it in next day for a .30-06.

Early on April 5, residents of an 
Atlanta housing development near 
the Georgia state capital noticed a 
man park a white Mustang. Police, 
alerted several days 
later, identified the car 
as Galt's. At Atlanta the
trail vanishes, despite a 
manhunt extending be­
yond the border of the 
United States, to Mexico A 
and Australia. Where is 
James Earl Ray?

/% HJK

'1968
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On Aug. 30, he bought 
a 1966 white Mustang
paying $2,000 in cash. 
On Oct. 7, he checked
out of the boarding
house, after only six
weeks, saying he was 
going to Mobile to look
for work.

on Jan. 20,
school had
Angeles to
Birmingham

King was staying. At 6 p.m., King, standing, on the motel 
balcony, was killed by a-bullet from a .30-06 rifle.
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I Evidence Mounts That Ray 
I Was Hired To Kill King

THE FBI’S FAILURE to apprehend 
the assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King ' 
has led to reports that J. Edgar Hoover . 
is not interested in catching the 
murderer. The reports are based partly 
on the fact that Hoover and King were 
not on good terms, Hoover having 
publicly branded King as “the most 
notorious liar in the world.”

We have checked into the operations 
of the FBI in this respect and are con­
vinced that it is conducting perhaps the 
most painstaking, exhaustive manhunt 
ever before undertaken in the United 
States. Its G-men have checked every 
bar ever patronized by James Earl 
Ray, every flophouse he ever stopped 
at, every cantina in Mexico he ever 
visited. It has collected an amazing 
array of evidence, all linking Ray with 
the murder.

THAT HE HAS NOT been found 
may be due, first, to the possibility that 
he himself was murdered by those who 
hired him to kill King; or, second, that 
he is hiding in some remote Mexican 
village.

If he has money —and apparently 
he had —Ray might be able to live in a 
distant part of Mexico indefinitely. The 
Mexico City police are efficient and 
cooperative, but police in the remote 
areas are not. In some villages fei r 
Mexicans can read or write, and radi > 
pews of the outside world does not 
penetrate.

WHAT THE FBI Tias established 
about King’s assassin was that he was 
a pfuressional killer who had studied 
the suspense writing of Ian Fleming 
and Ayn Rand. His pseudonym, Eric 
Starvo Galt, for instance, was taken

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

from both authors.
Yet, while a student of crime he was 

also a bungler. For he left behind the 
murder rifle with his fingerprints on it 
and, wrapped around the rifle a 
bedspread which contained strands of 
his hair. He also left behind a blue zip­
per bag containing a brush with hair 
matching those on the bedspread.

ATI, THE EVIDENCE we have 
been able to gather points to the pro­
bability that Ray was hired to kill Dr. 
King. He broke out of the Missouri 
State Penitentiary on April 23, 1967, 
after boasting to fellow prisoners that 
he intended to make a big “score” on 
the outside. He remarked to one inmate 
that he might try to collect a rumored 
$1 million bounty that supposedly had 
been offered by “a businessmen’s 
group” for the death of Dr. King.

Four months later, on Aug. 30, 1967, 
he opened a safe deposit box in the 
Birmingham Trust National Bank and 
-suddenly began passing out crisp $20 
bills like a big spender. He paid $499 for 
dancing instruction, then quit after only 
a few lessons. He spent $395 for mall­
order photographic equipment that he 
didn’t know how to operate.

HE SHELLED OUT money for a 
bartending course, but showed no in­
terest in working behind any bar. He 
also took a course in lock-picking from 
a correspondence school in Michigan. 
His white Mustang cost $1,995, which he 
paid in cash. He drove it from Mexico 
to Montreal, from Los. Angeles to New 
Orleans.

O^ooinngiiv he slipped $20 to bar

San Gabriel Valley 
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gjrfs^prostitutes. In MexicffisJssd 
with a prostitute in small towns like 
Jalisco and Puerto Vallarta where 
prices were cheap. Once he posed in 
sun glasses for a picture with his Mex­
ican prostitute. In Los Angeles, he 
advertised in the hippie newspaper that 
he would like to meet “a passionate 
married woman.” He also paid $1 to 
the Swinger’s Club for the names and 
addresses of five girls.

ALL TOLD, RAY spent an 
estimated $10,000 in seven months. Yet 
he never held a job, and committed no 
crimes following his escape from the 
Missouri penitentiary that the FBI has 
discovered. Previously he had been in­
volved in a long list of filling station 
and other robberies. But after his 
escape he became a loner, in some 
respects became another Lee Harvey 
Oswald. Meanwhile, he sought to 
establish a new identity as Eric Starvo 
Galt.

It seems likely that Ray planned the 
murder of Dr. King for several months. 
He finally purchased the Remington ri­
fle in Birmingham on March 30, then 
moved to a boarding house in Atlanta. 
IpJiis-^om, agents found ajnan_of 
Atlanta with four locations circled.

THEYWERE DR. King’s js^e, 
hi'Hleadquarters at the Southern Chris­
tian Leadership Conference, Ray’s 
boarding house and the spot where he 
abandoned his Mustang after the 
murder. In the middle of the map was 
also a clear thumbprint from Ray’s 
right thumb. .

Evidently, Ray changed his mind 
about waylaying King in Atlanta and 
followed him to Memphis instead. After 
all the elaborate planning and the 
careful creation of a new identity, Ray 
left behind in Memphis the murder ri- ' 
fie, binoculars and a bag full of toilet 
atircles.

IF WHITE EXTREMISTS put up 
the blood money it was probably not the 
Ku Klux Klan or the Minute Men, for 
they are an impatient lot who would not 
have waited for several months for Ray 
to get results.

Black extremists have also not been 
ruled out. They might have sought to 
get rid of King in order to remove the 
prophet of nonviolence.

Note: Ray was the product of a 
broken home. He was the eldest of eight, 
children. His father deserted Ray’s 
mother, and various people adopted the 
children. When the FBI approached the 
father, they discovered that the elder 
Ray had not seen his soft forlTjears. 
“Iss^ie the last one he ^u^Bme 
to for help,” the father said. - .
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King Slaying Suspect
the Ray f a n^ 1 yjracg- 
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Brother Harsh, Bitter
/I Never Want to See Him Again/ Declares

Seeking Privacy
BY NICHOLAS C. CHRISS

. “rimts-itaftWriter ~

ST. LOUIS — "I'm ng*- — Mg has been described as
interested in my brother at 
all. Not at all. I never want 
to see him again."

The words are harsh, 
bitter, disappointed, and 
spoken by John Larry Ray, 
37-year-old brother of 
James Earl Ray, the ac­
cused assassin of Dr. Mar­
tin (Luther King. :

Sipping an orange juice 
and vodka drink at a south 
side St. Louis bar, John

everything from a migrant 
worker to a New York 
City bartender. But John 
Larry owns a one-truck 
delivery service here and 
helps run a south side 
neighborhood tavern, The 
Grape Vine, which is 
leased by his sister, Mrs. 
Pepper, for $960 a year.

"Few of his friends here 
even know John is the 
brother of James Earl," 
said a close acquaintance. 
"He doesn't talk about

- , , , „ what happened but he said 
Larry refused to discuss ■ after ^e assassination that 
his brother in detail or

Contrary to published 
reports, the father, George 
Ray, is still alive and there 
are some indications he 
may be living in or near 
St. Louis.

John Larry'is believed to 
have been the last member 
of the family to see his. 
brother. He visited James 
Earl the day before James 
Earl escaped from the 
Missouri Penitentiary at 
Jefferson City bn April 23, 
1967. He visited his broth­
er at the prison eight 
times, more than any oth­
er member of the family, 
while James Earl served 
almost six years of a 20- 
year sentence for armed 
robbery in St. Louis. .

Not Talkative ;
Ray talked briefly with 

The Times about his 
brother but refused to go

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A-ll, Los Angeles Times
Los Angeles, Calif.

anything-touching on the 
April 4 assassin of Dr. 
King in Memphis.

Moody, and somewhat of 
a loner, according to his 
friends, John Larry Ray 
is the next eldest after 
James Earl of nine Ray 
children.

Seek Anonymity
He and his sister, Mrs. 

Carol Ann Pepper, 27, live 
quietly in St. Louis seek­
ing anonymity from the 
publicity which has sur­
rounded the family since 
the FBI identified James 
Ray as the suspected as­
sassin.

As the member of the 
family closest to Jamef 
John Lafry has riot been 
publicly accounted for 
since the assassination. 
Like all other members of 
the family, however, he 
has been questioned at

into any’detail. He parti- 
he hated his brother for ■ cularly declined to discuss
what he had done. the possibility of a con-

’A Nice Guy’
The acquaintance also 

said John Larry Ray was 
shocked by the identifica-

spiracy. Friends say he 
keeps to himself, occasion­
ally plays a game of pool 
in The Grape Vine, doesn't 
talk very much and some-

tion of James as the sus- times uses the alias "Jerry 
pected assassin. "He has Ryan."
tried to make something 
of himself despite his poor 
family background and 
maybe he knows how 
James Earl ended up a 
convict. Larry's a nice 
g u y," the acquaintance 
said.

Ryan. II

"I don't have any com-
mept. I'm 
in this in

not implicated 
any way. The

FBI has been, to talk to 
me. They've talked to my 
sister. She's sick and tired 
of it all and so am I," he
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h a v e a n y intention of 
doing it. I don't want to 
talk about it. That's;. aU 
there is to it," he added. ,

Asked how well he-re­
membered James Karif or 
what he knew about his 
brother he repIie^-A-i\ 
'— owlaows hffri? Prob-

Character:

Classification:
Submitting Office: /* ‘ 

[ | Being Investigated

^INDEXED .-^L-

FBI—LOS ANGLES
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a^ro-
ably'' ,his cellmate knqML.—J-S. Atty. Gen. Kamse£r. p^ -before dosing the 

InSS in his face:

James Earl s cellmate at fwo days after the assas- 
the prison has described sination, that the FBI had
him as a loner, an avid 
reader of espionage and 
detective stories, and a 
man "who served his time 
in his own way."

A state psychiatric exa­
mination of James Earl 
made in October, 1966,
after an escape attej^j^r-tSurder. «
failed, diagnpsed him as a ___It_was_ Clark who also 
"sociopathic personality, . d te possibility If 
antisocial type with anxi^^-g^ agenPts„ in &y.
ty and depressive fea­
tures." It said he had an IQ 
of 105, somewhat above 
the average convict.

Byron L. Kinder, the 
Cole County prosecuting 

. attorney who tried James 
Earl in 1966, says the 
suspect is an "improbable 
assassin."

"He was a loser in 
everything he did," Kin­
der said. "Nothing in his 
background indicates he 
had any practice with a 
telescopic rifle or had ever 
handled weapons to any 
extent. .

"Nothing indicates he 
hated Negroes and he 
could never even pull off a
small - time robbery, ; so Rays are.
how could he plan ancT Both John Larry and
execute the assassination 
of Dr. King."

. Speculation Stirred ^*~~
The disappearance of the 

assassin from Memphis 
has continued to raise 
speculation about a possi­
ble conspiracy. The first 
official mention of a con­
spiracy came April 17, 13 
days after the slaying, 
when the FBI said a 
warrant had been filed 
charging that "Eric 
Starve Galt," an alias used 
by James Earl, entered 
into a conspiracy to kill 
Dr. King with "an indivi- 
W^im he alleged te 
be his brother."

no evidence of a cqnspira- 
cy. But apparently tl^

"I'm not talking about 
James Earl. I don't hale 
anything to say." |

e Grape Vine tave:
conspiracy charge has which Mrs., Pepper leased 
been left standings because
federal investigators feel 
such evidence conceivably 
could crop up.

Memphis has a warrant 
charging James Ray with

sible conspiracy when he 
appeared on a television 
program recently. He said 
that while he still felt one 
man was responsible for 
the murder of Dr. King, 
the possibility that a 
single individual commit­
ted the crime and was paid 
by others, including 
foreign agents, could not 
be discounted. ~

Some of the Ray family 
friends here have talked 
about the possibility of 
conspiracy but for the 
most part there is little 
discussion about the assas­
sination and few people 
here even know who the

last November for two 
years, with an option for 
three more, is a nonde­
script neighborhood bar.

A city liquor inspector 
who visited The Grape 
Vine Nov. 29 noted in nis 
report that a man named 
Jerry Ryan was in charge 
of the tavern at the time.

According to a St. Louis 
Police Department report, 
John Larry Ray was ar­
rested and charged with 
suspicion of common as­
sault on Nov. 25,1967. The 
charge was later dismissed 
for lack of evidence. The 
arresting officer said. Ray 
identified himself at first 
as Jerry William Ryan but

fied as John Larry Ray. <

Mrs. Pepper's husb;nd 
have had minor scrapes 
with the police over the 
years. Mrs. Pepper's hus­
band is a mechanic at a 
downtown St. Louis hard­
ware store and has been a 
friend of John Larry's for 
years.

Pepper told a reporter he 
and his wife have lived in 
their suburban Maple­
wood home for three years 
but county records show 
they purchased the home 
and moved in last August. 
John Larry once listed his

Peppers.
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Hate Group*
To Dr. King Murder

By BOB LUCAS
Less than one year ago, 

the head of the anti-Negro 
Greater Los Angeles Citi­
zens Council, testified in a 
courtroom here that while 
he was in Alabama he learn­
ed there was a $10,000 
bounty “available to kill 
Martin Luther King.”

The Council’s president, 
Roderick Duff, made the 
statement during a bizarre 
trial, a exclusive account-of 
which was published in the 
June 23, 1966 issue of The 
Sentinel.

It is not known if the 
FBI has questioned Duff in 
connection with the hunt 
for the assassin of Dr. King.

So far. The Sentinel has 
been unable to locate either

Duff or the headquarters of 
his 400-member organiza­
tion in Los Angeles.

However, the D.A.’s Bu­
reau of Investigation here 
has a secret tape recording 
of Duff, made during its 
probe of a bizarre plot for 
the mass murder of all U.S. 
Negroes.

Although it was impossi­
ble to locate Duff, on April 
11 he called a press confer­
ence to denounce the report 
of the President’s anti-riot 
commission as “asinine.”

Talking to newsmen, Duff 
did not deny an alliance be­
tween the Los Angeles 
Council and similar councils 
in the South. He asserted 
that “white racism is a re­
sult of Negro riots and in­
surrection.”

“The report practically 
suggested the paying of 
money to Negroes from 
birth to death,” Duff added.

Meanwhile, as the FBI

(Indicate page, 
name of newspap 
city and state)

"Los Angeles 
’Sentinel

Los Angele 
California

Date: ■$ 
Edition 
Author: 
Editor: 
Title

hunt spread 
Canada, and 
elude Erie 
James Earl

to Mexico and 
widened to in- 
Starvo Galt, 
Ray, and a

“beautiful mystery blonde,” 
there is a growing feeling 
among Negroes in the coun­
try that the search should 
concentrate on the scores of
white hate' groups in 
U.S.

It has been an open 
cret for months that

the

se- 
Dr.'

King had been targeted for 
a “hit” by mdtb'Tnan one

INDEXED.

■ IDE At
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of thft^C, White Citizens 
CounciRype groups.
■A prisoner in Dalton 
(Ga.) jail said Tuesday that 
ih 1963 a fellow prisoner, 
James Earl Ray, smiled' and 
said, “I’ll collect it,” when 
he heard of a “million-dol­
lar bounty” on Dr. King.

Raymond Curtis said he 
and Ray were in the prison 
yard when “a new man just, 
in off the street” told them 
“the । Businessmen’s Assn, 
has a million dollar bounty 
out for Martin Luther 
King.”

Curtis recalled that Ray 
smiled and said, “If there’s 
a million dollars out for 
King, I believe if I ever get 
out I’ll collect it.”

But the growing belief 
among Negroes is that nei­
ther Galt nor Ray exist but 
are identities pre-establish­
ed to muddy the trail of the 
real killer or killers.

Alternately, there is the 
feeling that if Galt-Ray is 
an actual pSKoffle is mere­
ly ^ a “patsy”—someone "‘Set ‘ 
up “to“Mfe the Ma^Eor 
the killing.

The local Citizens Council 
leader’s involvement in the 
June, 1966 mass murder 
plot here was a strange 
link in an even stranger 
chain of events.

Duff engaged in some un­
dercover snooping that was 
credited with helping au­
thorities convict a Sun Val­
ley welder named Herman 
Lee Henry.

Henry, 41, was charged 
with planning to put poison 
in gelatine, which would 
then be sold to Negroes 
throughout the country at 
a 10 per cent discount.

During his trial, Henry 
told Superior Judge Maurice 
T. Leader that the $10,000 
price on Dr. King’s head 
was quoted to him by Duff.

Duff, on the other hand, 
testified that he pretended 
to go along with Henry’s 
bizarre plafl^fc^K .to help 
undercover li^i obtain .

evidence against the defend* 
fUlt' -........ —

As a prosecution witness, 
Duff said that Henry boast­
ed his mass murder plot 
would “make Hitler look 
like Mickey Mouse.”

He said Henry planned to 
form a phony ad agency, 
and through it learn the 
identity of Negroes by 
means of a nation-wide poll.

Then, poisoned foodstuffs, 
such . js gelatin, would be 
sold to Negroes through a 
consumers’ union at a 10 
per cent discount.

Judge Leader called it “a 
diabolic plan, well precon­
ceived to eradicate the Ne­
gro population.” It was the 
product of a “sick mind,” 
he said.

Henry, however, contend­
ed that Duff solicited him 
to murder Dr. King, and 
that it was Duff who first 
mentioned the poison plot. 
Henry claimed he went 
along with the plan “to find 
out what I could to expose 
this organization (the Citi­
zens Council) for what it 
was.” ^_—so,

It was during the inves-

tigation that a tape record­
ing was made of a meeting 
to a Burbank restaurant be­
tween Henry, Duff and two. 
undercover agents from the
D.A.’s office.

One of the agents had a 
tiny tape recorder concealed 
in his wristwatch.

Introduced at the trial, 
was a 45-minute tape, on 
which a voice identified as 
Henry’s outlined a plan 
which would take “roughly 
a year and a half” to ac­
complish.

“Arsenic, Paris green or 
rat poison — rat poison 
would be appropriate,” the 
voice continued.

“You'll get damn near all 
of them (Negroes) — you’ll 
get 98—97 or 98 per cent 
of all them that’s in civilian 
life. The only ones you 
won’t have a chance at are 
those in service.”

On another portion of the 
tape, Henry said he wanted 
to poison “whites living 
with Negroes and those 
demonstrators — people like 
Dorothy Healey, chairman 
of the Southern California 
chapter of the Communist 
Party, U.S.A., and some of

those undestoattes, like 
Berkeley, you-KUOW?*

Further on: “It’s pot go­
ing to - be any $25,000 re-, 
ward like they put up for 
those Klansmen down there 
—it will come neardr to be 
$25 million and. now there 
ton’t any reason why any­
body has to Squeal on the 
other.”

But apparently somebody 
did “squeal.” Duff went io 
the D.A. and helped expose 
the plot. - - ' ’ ■.

However, Henry main-' 
tained to the end that he 
was the one who djd the 
pretending “to see if he 
(Duff) was connected with 
the Klan.” . ' .

Judge Leader decided, 
that Duff Was telling < the 
truth and that Henry was 
lying..'- ■

Henry was sentenced July 
27, 1966'to a year to jail oh 
a count of solicitation to 
commit murder. '

He was also fined$500;
A new trial was, denied 

and on Dec. 7, 1966 Herman 
Lee Henry went to County 
Jail. ■ '' . > ' ' , ■ .

He was released just 68 
days later. ^^. ‘
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Single male Cauc. 36 yrs, 5-11­
170 obs Digs Fr. Cult, desire’s , 
discreet meeting with passionate 
married female for mutual enjoy­
ment, and/or female for swing 
session apt. furn. will ex. photo.
Write. ERIC S. 406 So 2nd St4 
Alhambra, 91802.
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

suspect \
photos

The FBI today released two 
additional photographs of Jame 
Earl Ray who is being sough 
in connection with the murder 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr.

The photograph of Ray wear­
ing dark glasses was taken in 
Mexico in November, 1867, 
while the photograph of Ray 
in a business suit was made in 
California during the last part 
of January or the early part 
of February, 1968. .

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Pearson Taken to Task^^ 
Trew Pearson has again displayed (May 

•16)' his snide editorial style in pointing out— 
in the same breath—that the FBI has 
established that Dr. King's accused assassin 
was'a professional killer, and that he had 
read Ayn Rand.

We all know that Pearson abhors Miss 
Rand's philosophy, of objectivism and laissez 
faire capitalism, but does he also abhor 
those tenets of the same philosophy that 
radically oppose fascism, communism, and 
socialism?

Pearson's intent in his remark is clear, and 
disgusting. Yes, Galt may have read Ayn 
Rand, which means as much as stating the 
fact that Nikita Khrushchev read Drew 
Pearson.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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San Pedro, 
California

FUGITIVE — The FBI today released two addi­
tional photographs of Janies Earl Ray, who is 
being sought in connection with the murder of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The photograph of 
Ray wearing dark glasses was taken in Mexico 
in November 1967, while the photograph of Ray 
in a business suit was made in California dur- 

■ ing the last part of January or the early part of 
i ^i<_ m± «dry 1968.
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^Afemily attorney hassfartcd 
pro^ftB^rgcdedingd fiyofi^Sfe 
'estate of Df. Matti'n Luther King in 
^Atlajttta so that the slain civil rights 
je^d^s,.^ Mrs. Coretta.. King, 
dito fejd&copyriglit^ to. some of his 
tvfitirigs. "Chauncey. Eskridge of 
Chicago, the attorney, said .a $50,000 
.life insurance policy has, been added 
.to.the.estate. He saidthd policy was 
piaintained by... Harry Bel/fonte, a

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Los Angeles, Calif

Date:

Edition:

Author:

Editor:

Title:

5/23/68 
Horae

Character:

Classification:

Submitting Office:

SEARCHED .__—JINXED 
SERIALIZED—^ZMED. . . . .  

£ MAY 2 31968
ERI —LOS ANGFLES

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

r^j^j gari RQy st;n Missing

Despite Full-Scale FBI Search
WASHINGTON (AP)-More than a month 

and a half after the murder of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., FBI agents across the nation 
are reported still actively searching for the 
man accused of the killing—James Earl Ray.

FBI headquarters has been silent for weeks 
on the case, except to say that it still is being 
actively investigated-and that the bureau is 
not simply .waiting for Ray to turn up some 
place.

Reports continue to appear that Ray has 
been spotted at a number of places.

Just-Ssssday, officials in Pottsville, Pa.,

asked the FBI to supply a dental chart of Ray 
to determine if he might be a corpse found 
there.

Although there have been several reports 
that Ray may be dead, Justice Department 
officials have pointed out continually that 
there is no evidence to support or refute this.

And there have been several cases in which 
individuals have been questioned by police, 
who thought the individuals resembled the 
description of King’s accused assassin.

King was shot to death April 4 as he stood 
on a balcony of a Memphis motel’?®5^

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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: ,A further check by the 
Mounties found that the 
passport bearing the photo 
was fraudulent. It carried 
the name of Ramon George 
Sneyd, a Toronto police 
constable who said the 
passport wasn't his.

The passport search had
been requested by the 
'FBI, which examined si-;
m i 1 a r applications in 
Washington without sue- ' 
cess. It was known that 
Ray, under the alias Eric 
Starvo Galt, had lived for 
a period in Montreal after 

. his escape from prison last 
year.

. Month's Search
It took a squad of 12 

Mounties a solid month to 
examine photographs —• 
dating back to June 1,1967 

.—before Ray's face was 
found.

Even then it didn't look 
. like the FBI photos of 
Ray, a Canadian source 

; told The Times. It was the 
face of a man with short, 
neatly combed hair, horn­
rimmed glasses, wearing a 
knit tie with button down 
collar and a checked 
sports jacket.

Upon further checking 
last week, Canadian police 
found that a "George 
Sneyd" had obtained a 21- 
day round-trip plane tick­
et—through the .Kennedy 
travel agency in Toronto 
—for a flight from Toron­
to to London May 6.

Paid Cash
M r s. Lillian Spencer, 

who sold Ray the ticket as 
a man who said he was 
Sneyd, said he "macle ab­
solutely no impression on 
me at all. He completely 
faded into the wallpaper."

Ray, who was living in a 
$9-a-week rooming house 
at the time, picked up the 
ticket May 2 and _ paid 
cash, Mrs. Spencer said.

The Kennedy agency 
handled all the details of 
Ray’s trip, including the 
mailing of his passport 
application, with two pho- 
tpgraphs^ to the capital at' 
Ottawa.

_His passport application_Ler , European countries 
was” accompanied by a were alerted to watch for a
Canadian birth certificate 
—which also proved to be 
false. In lieu of a character 
reference, Ray signed a 
notarized statement that 
he was Ramon George 
Sneyd, age 35, born in 

1 Canada.
I Easy to Obtain
, Canadian passports are 
regarded as rather easy to 
obtain, a fact which Ray 
demonstrated by obtaining 
two of them — the second 
in Lisbon, Portugal, on 
May 16.
'An Ottawa official saic.

h? understood Ray claimed 
his first passport was lost. 
A Canadian Embassy offi­
cial in Lisbon, however, 
said Ray claimed the name 
on the first document was

I misspelled and he needed 
a correct one. At any rate, 
he wound up with ■ two 
false passports.

Reacting quickly to 
these disclosures Satur­
day, Mitchell Sharp, min­
ister of external affairs 
for Canada, ordered a com- 

I plete review to determine 
' whether Canadian re­
quirements should be 
stricter.

Ray flew to Lisbon May 
7, after a one-day layover 
in London. He obtained 
the ticket there after turn­
ing in his return stub to 
Toronto.

Little Known
Little is known so far of 

Ray's apparent m o n t h- 
long stay in Portugal, 
except his May 16 appea­
rance at the Canadian 
Embassy in Lisbon to 
obtain the second fraudu­
lent passport.

Officials speculate he 
may have wanted a pass­
port which bore no refer­
ence to his departure from

However, when. Ids de­
parture from Canada was 
discovered last week, im­
migration authorities in 
Britain, Portugal anil oflv

man using the Sneyd pass­
port. Portuguese authori­
ties vainly searched for 
him in their country.

Despite the alert, Ray 
apparently managed to 
leave Lisbon undetected 
Saturday on a flight for 
Brussels through London. 
But when he showed his 
passport at the London 
airport it was all over.

Back in Toronto, mean­
while, the real Sneyd _ is 
not involved, authorities 
said. He doesn't resemble 
flay and apparently neveic 
met him. ।

, But mysteries remain. ' 
’ Ray obtained the correct, 
birth date of Sneyd'and 
the names of his mother 
and father. Sneyd lives 
only three blocks from 
Paul Bridgman, another 
Toronto resident whose 
name Ray used when he 
first registered in a sleazy

Toronto rooming -.house 
April 8—four days after 
the assassination.

He used Bridgman's 
name as an alleged friend 
or next-of-kin on his false
passport application, too. 
Bridgman, a public school 
Reacher, doesn't know Ray, 
officials said. - '

A P a u 1 Bridgeman, 
spelled differently, was 
said to be a fellow inmate 
of Ray's at Missouri State I 
Penitentiary, from which 
Rav escaped last year.

7 How Ray got to Canada, 
is also a mystery. An FBI 

spokesman said he didn't 
know .what m cans of 
transportation lie used, or 
how, he crossed the bor­
der.

Until the passport 
breakthrough, authorities 
had lost Ray’s trail in 
Atlanta, where his aban­
doned 1966 white Mustang 
automobile was found in a 
-parking lot April 11.

'■His big spending . lit 
Canada—money to buy his 
plane ticket,. money to 
travel on—while living in 
rundown quarters repeat- ' 
ed the same mysterious 
pattern of Ray's life before, 
the assassination.

Spent Heavily
During that period he 

purchased an expensive 
automobile, traveled wide­
ly, attended dancing les-- 
sons in Long Beach and 
bartender's school in Los 

- Angeles — all without a 
known job.

Authorities said they 
don't know where Ray has 
obtained his money, in­
cluding at least $20 found 
on him Saturday. - .

When he arrived in 
Toronto, he lived a week 
or 10 days'in $10-a-week 
quarters in the west end,
telling the Polish couple 
who owned the rooming 
house he was a real estate 
salesman.

He macle several phone 
calls from the building, 
authorities said. It seemed 
as if the convicted robber, 
car thief and forger, whose 
crime career spanned 18 
years, was a successful 
operator with contacts.

In Italian District
Paying his bill suddenly, 

Ray moved into a $9-a- 
week rooming house in a 
predominantly Italian 
neighborhood, also in Tor­
onto's west end, where he 
lived until his departure 
for Europe on May 6.

According to Mrs. Sun 
Loo, the landlady of the 
second rooming house, 
Ray's only visit was paid 
by "a very fat man." Ray 
stayed in his room all day. 
Mrs. Loo said, telling her 
he worked nighL—at—>a 

Hioiel.
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Feit

W ASHING T 0 N (AP) - 
James Earl Ray, the escaped 
convict wanted in the slaying 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
was arrested in London Satur­
day as he was about to fly to 
Belgium, the FBI announced.

Scotland Yard detectives 
took Ray into custody, ending 
an intensive two-month search 
that spread through the Unit­
ed States, Canada, ' Mexico 
and Europe.

The Justice Department an­
nouncement of Ray’s arrest 
came as Mrs. Coretta King, 
widow of the civil rights lead­
er, was attending the New 
York funeral of Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy, another victim of 
^n assassin’s bullet. She w.as 

of the arrest as she l^ft 

;. Patrick’s Roman Catholic
Cathedral. “

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoo­
ver said Ray, carrying a fully 
loaded pistol, was arrested as 
he was passing through Brit­
ish immigration offices on his 
way to Brussels. British au­
thorities charged him with us­
ing a false passport and car­
rying a concealed weapon. 
And he was placed under 
maximum security arrest.

The announcement said Ray 
was arrested at 11:15 a.m., 
London time, or 6:15 am edt. ■

jloover said extradition pro­
ceedings would begin shortly; 
bit it was not immediately

clear whether Ray would te 
returned under the federal 
complaint charging him with 
conspiracy in King’s death or 
under a first-degree murder 
indictment returned against 
him by a grand jury in Mem­
phis, Tenn.

It was in Memphis on April
4 that King was killed as.he__ 
stood on the balcony of a 
motel talking to friends.

The search for his killer 
first turned up a suspect iden­
tified as Eric Starvo Galt but 
the-FDI later said Galt’ really

In London ?
- Is Ray, a 40-year-old escapee 
[ ‘rom the Missouri State Pei 4- "
; tentiary. .
. Chief Inspector Thomas
■ Butler of Scotland Yard’s
1 Flying Squad told newsmen in

London:
“Although the man claims

• to be Sneyd, his physical de­
; j scription is in fact identical to 
' ; that of James Earl Ray.” .

■ Although Butler went no 
further than that in saying the 
man arrested is Ray, the Jus­

' tice Department statement 
said unconditionally that he is 
Ray—without providing de­
tails on how the identification 
was verified.

It was learned later, howev­
er, that the arrested man’s 
fingerprints had been checked 
against Ray’s and found to be 
identical, according to the 
FBI. '

The 
arrest 
■ment

announcement of his 
was made in a state- 
issued at the Justice

Department in the name of 
Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark and 
Hoover, neither of whom was 
present. No questions were 
permitted at that time.

Among the questions raised 
by Ray’s extensive travels 
since the shooting is where he 
got the money.
, He had escaped from prison 
;'t Jefferson City, Mo. about a 

year before King’s murder. 
An extensive check of his ac­
t i v i t i e s during that year 
showed he rarely worked and 
had no apparent income but 
appeared to be well supplied 
with money.

He arrived in London Satur­
day morning by jet airliner 
from Lisbon, Portugal, en 
route to Brussels, Belgium. 
He was interviewed by immi­
gration men at London Air­
port. They looked at feyasS-

.port, searched him and found, 
a gun in his pocket—and 
called Scotland Yard.

He is being held for a hear­
ing Monday at London’s Bow 
Street Court.

A spokesman at the U.S. 
Embassy in London said the 
man was arrested “at the 
request of the legal section of 
the American Embassy in 
connection with the assassina- 
ta”,, of King in Memphis, 
Tenn', April 4. ■ ’———*
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: C

' JelleMn City, Mo. (URiP
“He 

lUTlrist.
behaved 
spending

like a rich

The State of Missouri has ’’iS^ chibs, and
late, sometimes

Clark said Bay’s ,soiirce_of
(lie nights m p^yei money was “a life of 
coming back crjme „

requested the return of escaped, .
convict. James Earl Ray, morning, Lie Hotel 
accused killer of the Rev. j)r reception cleik said.

at six in the

(Indicate page, nam

Ray was locked up in a jail 
cell eight feet wide and 12 feet 
long in the police station near 
Scotland Yard.

Authorities sa>d guards took 
Ray into a small courtyard at: 
the station yesterday for exer-' 
ci'se and then moved him lb;

American airline provided a ™oth?1’ cdL Police said nore 
major tip which narrowed the°f Hie cells were ventilated and 
search for Ray. that all prisoners were moved

Portugal

the hotel, 
said she

Martin Luther King Jr. I A chambcrmaiu at. 
Ray, who presently is being ^K’.rja Celeste, 31, 

held in London following his remembered the. man because 
arrest, there Saturday, escaped '1S ^e/ without tipping her.
from the Missouri State Pe­ A highly reliable police source
nitentiary April 23, 1967, whore '°^ ^^ laie Sunday that an
he was serving a 20-year
sentence for armed robbery. He 
still has 12 years of that sen­
tence to serve.

Gov. Warren E. Hearnes, In a 
letter sent to Secretary of State 
Dean Rusk yesleida), s.iid he pG traveling with a false overnight 
hoped the Missouri leT!e'S1 passport bearing the name special kitchens for inmates, 
would speed Raw’s extradition c,,r.Vfi „ . ■ • . ,. ' bncya. Rav was given a choice of meat
to this comvry. rhoriir,^ tic vpoowk the *

The rmverrior would not 1 g, pie, eggs and french fries andme wo.aa inn aniine found a passenger with . ... ..
whntbpr ^Ji^our Hskji • i 1 i t , liKMio vrnch ills
that its extradition request he tk.Lpt clw]ged in London t0bIUu5 ah9 Me. • 
given precedent over that of the ---------------------------- 1
state of Tennessee. King was

The source said the airline’s cvery 94 
office in London, along with „ ' 
other airline offices, had been .1 11 
alerted that Ray was believed Pl'S0Iler5 f®’ more than

hours.
Row seldom

stay and ha:

has 
an 
no

shot in Memphis, April 4.
Mean while, 

noy General 
Jr., son of 
justice, flew

Assistant 
Fred AL ' 

the former

Attor-
Vinson

to London to
personal charge of the
case. He arrived 24 hour:

chief 
take 
■Kay 
after

re-route him through Lisbon in 
early May. -

Lay had left for Lisbon by 
then but police were alerted Io 
watch for him on any flights 
arriving from Portugal. °

Thus, (he source said, Scot-
land Yard was

Pay was arrested at London’when the man calling himself
Airport and jailed in a stuffy Sneyd
police station cell.

Ray, 40, entered
Saturday with a 
dian passport 
name of Daymen 
authorities said.

Lisbon reports 
Ray, using the 
checked into the

arrived
Ajrpoi t Saturday.

London

,Britain .Vinson’s arrival in London 
foi^ec ^'!Lll|1(]c>lsrarej [jK ppg govmi- 
■arrvmg the

George Sneyd, meat's concern in seeing to it 
that extradition would be

Sunday saidJswift and carefully handled to
name Sneyd, 

Hotel Portugal
al 8 p.m. on May 8 and to 
a Sf.ltl a day room on the sc
oroi floor tne
hdively qnirt street of Joao

he mMoing of Mav’17.

prevent any legal technicalities

das 
on

from jeopardizing 
lion of Ray.

Vinson's boss, 
noral Ramsey 
Sunday in Wool

the prosccu-

AHmmov Ge- 
Cki! k, ‘ said 
irg'oa that

Ray, to his knowledge, had 
made no statement in L.onQcui.
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Subject of Large Manhunt Arrested for 
Carrying False Passports, Illegal Pistol

BY ROBERT C. TOTH 
Timas Staff Writer

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

LONDON—James Earl 
I Ray, although the object 
-of a two-nionth interna­
tional manhunt in the 
■-assassination of Dr. Mar­
itin Luther King, was held 
"here Saturday on two 
-relatively minor charges— 
■’possessing a false passport 
jand carrying a loaded 
8pistol without a permit. 
~ Ray, 40, was arrested at 
"Heathrow Airport Satur- 
"day morning by Scotland 
iYard detectives. He had 
-two passports in the same 
-n a m e, Ramon George 
;jSneyd, aged 35.. _ X Givi

British police saiej they j:- —
-made the capture "in liai- 
Ison with the Royal Cana- 
xdian Mounted Police and 
the Federal Bureau of 
"Investigation." There 
w ere indications that

■ American officials via the r rights to remain silent and 
remoassy here tipped o f |.consult an attorney.
._Scotland Yard to Ray s a large number of police
-^arrival.
i: He came from Lisbon, 
ywhere he had been for 
-several weeks apparently, 
^and was en route to Brus- 
xsels when seized in pass­
ring through immigration 
^control, police said. He did 
:mot resist arrest.
j Taken to Station
„ Ray was taken to Can- 
...non Row Station, a grimy 
-brick and stone fortress­
pike building identified by 
ja blueglassed lantern let­
tered "Police." It lies a 
phoxLblock from Parlia- 
•jment Square. “'

-x~My is in an 8-by-10-fcot 
'"cell with a small, narrow, 
'single-barred window. A 
jnaked lightbulb shines 
.perpetually on the pale 
rgreen walls that encom­
pass a toilet, washbasin 
land cot. A constant watch 
was being kept on the 
prisoner.
- He arrived wearing dark ' 
•glasses, a sports jacket,
jlannel trousers and a ’ 
light- colored raincoat. 
SHow much money he car- 
hied was not officially j 
disclosed, but it was un- 
..derstood to be only a few
■hundred dollars. He 
'carried one suitcase.

also

en Police Form
given Police :He was

;Form 59 which described 
ihis offenses against Bri­
tish law (the penalty for 
'the gun violation is three 
■years inprisonment and

■ $480 fine) and told his

-were present behind the 
dieavy iron gates of tire 
^station's courtyard Satr.r- 
:d)y afternoon as more 
than 200 persons, some of 
them American tourisms, 
gathered in the narrow 
cul-de-sac outside after 
Ray's capture and place of 
custody was announced 
here.

Ray will be taken before 
a magistrate's court in 
Bow St., near Old Bailey, 
Monday morning to be 
formally charged with the"

.offenses. Cannon ^Row Sta­
tion usually holds priso­
ners for Bow St. Court, 
which in turn usually 
handles extradition cases.

Extradition Request
American Embassy offi­

cials were preparing an 
■ extradition request to be

B-2 Los Angeles Times
Los Angeles, Calif

presented British authori­
ties. ■

Normally the governor 
of the state concerned 
petitions the U.S. sec­
retary of state, who in 
turn passes on the extradi­
tion request to the embas­
sy here for delivery to 
British courts. The state 
would be Tennessee, as 
Dr. King was slain April 4 
in Memphis.

An alternative, however, 
is for the British court to 
declare Ray an illegal 
immigrant and order him 
expelled. Without a valid 
passport he would be 
turned over to the Ameri­
can Embassy and thus 
returned to the United 
States where a murder 
warrant, issued by Mem­
phis authorities, awaits.

Few Days
Barring complications, it 

was said that Ray might 
be expected to be on his 
way back to the United 
States in a few days.

British law forbids news 
coverage of the arraign­
ment hearings of the kind 
Ray will have Monday, 
except if the accused 
wishes publicity. The law 7 
here is also very strict 
about publication "erpre^
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NAME USED — This is 
Constable R. G. Sneyd, 
whose name was on pass­
port carried by James 
Earl Ray at time of arrest.

triaLinXovmation about an— 
accused, lest his defense 
be compromised, and po­
lice have been very reluc­
tant to provide details of 
Ray's capture.

They have even refused 
to declare officially that 
the man they hold as 
Sneyd is in fact Ray, 
stating only that he is 
"identical" to Ray. The 
passports under which he 
traveled said Sneyd was 

. born Oct. 8,1935, in Toron­
to, and that he has no 
fixed address or fixed 

.occupation,
f Chief Inspector Thomas 

Butler, head of Scotland 
Icard's "Flying Squad" End 
captor of the Great Train 
Robbers, made the arrest 
with Detective Chief In­
spector Kenneth Thomp­
son at Heathrow at 11:15 
a.m.

Sneyd was said by police 
to be "in transit through ; 
immigration" when taken, : 
but there is no reason for a ’ 
traveler in transit to un- ■ 
dergo passport scrutiny at 
the airport. He may pass ■ 
directly to a transit lounge ■ 
to wait his outgoing flight 1 
without officially entering . 
Britain.

Detained Five Hours
Another discrepancy, on 

which police refused com­
ment, was that the only 
flight arriving from Lis­
bon Saturday before 
Sneyd's arrest was a Bri­
tish European Airways 
flight which landed about 
6:30 a.m. It would appear 
that Sneyd was detained 
for almost five hours, pre­
sumably to check his fin­
gerprints and other identi­
fying features, before his 
arrest.

Details of the gun cai^' 
sied—by, Ray were not 
disclosed.

___Ray must have.rbeerHn, 
Lisbon several weeks be­
fore coming here if his 
second passport was is­
sued by the Canadian em­
bassy there May 16, as re­
ported. His first was is­
sued in Canada April 2-1, 
it was said.

There are reports that he 
passed in early May 
through London from 
Canada en route to Lisbon.

American Embassy offi­
cials, also reluctant to 
provide information lest 
they seem to be infringing . 
on British law, said offici­
ally that Ray had been 
captured "at the request of 
the embassy." The request 
would normally go 

■ through the embassy's 
chief legal officer, John T. 
Minnick.

Embassy officials said 
Ray has not requested 
help from them.

41 ' '
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Acrejrcsenl but did., not_ 
speak. (Bor the extradi­
tion proceedings, new law­
yers probably will be ap­
pointed if Ray requests 
state-paid legal aid again.)

Viewing the proceedings
■ Monday from wooden ju- :

■ ry seats were Asst. U.S.
Atty. Gen. Fred M. Vinson 
Jr. and the American 
Embassy's chief legal offi­
cer, John T. Minnick, 
They presumably present­
ed the provisional extradi­
tion writ later. ।

Custody Asked :
Only the arresting offi­

cer, Detective Supt. Tho- \ 
mas Butler of Scotland
Yard, addressed the court.

15 Days to Appeal
When the court recom­

mends expulsion, the. 
Home Office must issue 
fhe extradition order. Ray 
must be given 15 days in 
which to file an appeal to 
the high court. If the court 
rejects the appeal, his law­
yers might try to take the 
case to the House of Lords 
if a point of law is chal­
lenged.

Should all these possibi­
lities be taken advantage 
of, it could be July or 
August before he finally 
leaves. .

There also are more 
substantitive appeals pos­
sible. The murder of Dr.

_p[a case which is yet to be London, near onw-or Jhc 
heard officially. But sim,i- ‘
]ar laws do not exist in the 
United States.

American officials are 
undoubtedly aware of the 
risk involved in the extra­
dition proceedings on the 
murder charge against 
Ray and will. take the 
utmost precautions.

Ray cannot be returned 
for denying Dr. King his 
civil rights because that 
crime does not appear in

-o-ther main airline termin- 
a 1 s. Most were rather
cheap rooms. One cost 
$3.GO a night. He is sup­
posed to have spent most 
of his time in the rooms, 
which contained many 
n e w spa pers. He com­
plained of headaches and 
washed his own clothes, 
which were carried in a 
single flight, bag.

A reporter on the Daily 
Telegraph s a i d Raythe list of extraditable _ -

offenses included in the i’phoned twice last weexjo 
g e t information a b o .it

and he simply asked for ' ^ing might be argued to 
‘ ‘ " political crime, andbecontinued custody of Ray. . .

■ ‘ , political crimesWhen it was granted
Ray immediately was 
bustled off in a protective 
swarm of police. He was 
taken to Brixton Prison 
but will be moved shortly 
to Wandsworth Prison. 
Both are in London.

His guard now includes 
two policemen who stay in 
the cell with him at all 
times. The narrow cell in 
which he was kept at 
Cannon St. police .station 
since his arrest was too 
small for three men, it was 
said.'

The provisional extradi­
tion writ granted by the 
court allows Ray to be 
arrested and held for mur-

tionary move to insure 
that he remains in custody 
irrespective of the British 
charges, and it also gives 
the' United States two 
months in which to file a 
formal extradition applica­
tion with all the necessary 
supporting proof. '

i'he re

are riot
extraditable unde r the 

; 1870 treaty (last renewed 
1 in 1935) with the United

States.
To have Ray extradited 

for m u r d e r, e n o u g h 
evidence must be pro­
duced here to justify his 
being committed for trial 
on the charge. The proof 
required is similar to that 
required in the United 
States with its basically 
similar law.

It can be submitted in 
writing, which means wit­
nesses need not appear in 
the British court. But all 
of it becomes part of the 
public record and can be 
published.

Massachussetfs Case
British officials recently 

p r e s s e d an extradition

1.870 treaty. Moreover, the 
treaty states that a fugi­
tive cannot be tried in his 
home country "for other 
than the extraditable 
crime proved by facts for 
which surrender is grant­
ed." '

On Ray's escape from 
prison, it can easily bc“ 
proved with documents ■ 
that he is the man who 
was convicted of bank 
robber y, properly sen­
tenced and incarcerated 
until he fled. Extradition 
on this ground will be 
simple.

The British are not. be­
ing difficult by choice. 
They want as badly as 
Americans to return Riy 
to face trial as soon as

joining mercenaries. Ha 
trip to Portugal, whose 
Angola colony in southern 
Africa is said to harbor 
mercenaries, might be ex­
plained in this way. Brus­
sels, his destination when 
captured, is the home of 
some former Congo merce­
naries. - ’

uis that the
United States hopes to file 
that application, and have

setts youth returned from 
the United States to stand 
trial on a charge of mur­
dering a prostitute here.

They were forced to 
produce so much of their

it I on Thursday in 
court. This 'was

evidence that it amounted 
almost to a full trial.

Those proceedings will
not jeon 
trial her of law 

det ;

possible. But they ins: st, 
as would Americans in
their place, that Ray be 
afforded full recourse to 
their law.

Intriguing reports that 
’ '' thisRay has been in 

country since about May 
IS have been largely con­
firmed, although unoffici­
ally.

These said he flew here 
from Toronto on a 21-day 
excursion ticket May 7. He 
promptly cashed the re­
turn half of the 8345 ticket 
and immediately flew to
Lisbon, 
for nine or so.

' in four hotels in West
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