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Hanes in London
Sets Ray Defense

^ 4' •' J (O W« Ne^lYork Tim«» News Service 

^LONDON—^ghurJ. nes,
thqfotmer mayor of Birniirig- 
Jfahi. Ala,, who described him- 
self gs a “pretty fair country 
lawyer,” arrived in London to- 
day to prepare for the defense 
in the United States of the ac­
cused slayer of Martin Luther 
King.

His client, James Earl Ray, 
alias Ramon George Sneyd, is 
is Wandsworth Prison, awaiting 
all extradition hearing next 
Thursday. It was regarded as 
imlikely that Hanes would be 
permitted to see Ray.

Hanes, who arrived with his 
26-year-old son and law partner 
Arthur J, Hanes Jr., refused to 
say who would be paying for his 
services.

“I work for money but I will 
not tell you who will pay,” he 
said. “I cannot discuss the fees. 
I have the faith I’ll get by and 
I’ll make expenses.”

Speaking to reporters at the 
Royal Lancaster Hotel in Lon­
don, Hanes said he received a 
letter from “R. G. Sneyd” last 
week asking him to represent 
him if. the extradition efforts by 
the U.S. government succeed.

! “I don’t know how he heard 
about me,” said Hanes. “I’ve 
never met anyone by the name 
of Sneyd, Ray or any of the other 
aliases.”

the late Dr. King, who was 
murdered in Memphis on April 
4, Hanes replied:

“I’ve seen him and I’ve met 
him. As far as I’m concerned 
his business was his business 
an mine was mine. I don’t 
knock anyone’s kick.”

Hanes represented the Ku 
Klux Klan members accused of 
the 1965 highway murder in 
Alabama of Mrs. Viola G. Liiz- 
zo of Detroit, a white worker or 
Dr. King’s Southern Christ an 
Leadership Conference. Tlfey 
were acquitted on this charge, 
but later convicted in a federal 
court of conspiracy in her case, 
and sentenced to 10 years in 
prison.

Asked if he had any informa­
tion about a possible connection 
between his client and the Klan, 
Hanes said he had “no knowl­
edge of the Klan and wouldn’t 
know if my client” was a mem­
ber.

“I don’t join organizations 
myself,” Hanes said. “I don’t 
join right-wing groups or left-, 
wing groups. Just the Lions; 
Club and the P.T.A.”

“This case is a challenge,” 
Hanes said. “I like to go where 
the action is.”

Asked for hffi^^ts about
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LONDON (UPI)—A former 
mayor of Birmingham, Ala., 
and his son arrived today to 

■scout the defense of James 
Earl Ray, accused of assassi­
nating Martin Luther King Jr.

Arthur J. Hanes, the ex­
mayor and a former FBI 
agent, came with his son Ar­
thur Jr. on a morning flight 
from Washington.

An unidentified man met 
them at Heathrow Airport 
where Ray was arrested June 
8 by British authorities. Ray is 
fighting extradition to America 
where he is charged with the 
April 4 killing in Memphis.

Takes Case
Hanes said in Birmingham 

he tentatively agreed to take 
Ray’s case after he received a 
two - page handwritten letter 

■ from him, written in London’s 
[top-security Wandsworth Pris- 
lon.
i The United States filed a for- 
■mal demand for Ray’s extradi- 
jtion Tuesday. A magistrate set 
IJitne 27 as the date for the 
next hearing so Ray would 
'have time to prepare a de­
fense. . .

Ray was held by the British 
on a charge of carrying a load­
ed revolver and carrying false 
passports in the name of Cana­
dian policeman Ramon George 
Sneyd.

Hanes, 51, said in Birming- 
ha.m_Mond.ay that he planned 
to talk with his prospective

don and that meanwhile he 
knew nothing mofe of the case 
than what he has read.

Considered Innocent
Hanes said every defendant 

is considered innocent until 
proven guilty and “whoever 
they have in that jail—Sneyd, 
Ray or Galt—is as innocent at 
this moment as you or I.”

U.S. authorities said Ray ob­
tained the passport under 
Sneyd’s name in Canada and 
then flew to Britain -where he 
tried to contact a leader of a 
mercenary unit that has fought 
in Africa.

They said he later flew to 
Lisbon and spent several days 
there before returning to Lon­
don with the intention of pass­
ing through on his way to 
Brussels.

He was arrested while walk­
ing toward an area set aside 
for transient passengers 
changing international flights 
without passing through Brit­
ish customs. ___
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A British Homa Office spokesman 
demecr that Alabama atte.;-.;—Ar­
thur J. Hanes has been refused 
permission to visit the accused, 
assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King. 
Hanes has. not eyen applied for a 
visit, the. spokesman said in London. 
Hanes, former mayor of. Birming­
ham, arrived in London last week, 
saying he had been asked to defend 
Raymond G. Sneyd, who the United 
States says is James Earl Ray, 
accused assassin of the civil rights 
leaSerr”-^'
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Tracking of first extensive look at the U.S. 
government’s case against him.

King Suspect 
Presented

LONDON (AP) — James Earl 
; Ray’s fingerprints were found 
on the rifle which U.S. police be­
lieve was used to kill Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., a British law­
yer representing the U.S. gov­
ernment told London’s chief 
magistrate today in asking for 
Ray’s extradition.

The lawyer, David Calcutt, 
told Magistrate Frank Milton 
that Ray’s fingerprints were 
found on a rifle which police re­
covered after King was shot.

“The bullet which killed Dr. 
King was examined when recov­
ered,” he continued, “and there 
is a strong likelihood that the 
bullet came from the rifle found 
by the police.”

Calcutt told the crowded Bow
Street Court that King was the 
victim of “a calculated, brutal 
and senseless murder—a mur­
der that was bitter with irony.”

The 40-year-old escaped con­
vict was brought into the court 
today to hear Calcutt outline the 
U.S. government’s case for his J 
extradition.

With two British lawyers to 
defend him, Ray was expected 
to fight extradition and appeal 
to the High Court if Milton ruled 
that he should be returned to 
the United States. This could ex­
tend the process for weeks.

It was Ray’s third court ap­
pearance under the alias of 
Raymond George Sneyd, the 
name on the Canadian passport 
he was carrying when he was 
arrested June 8 at London air­

Referring throughout to Ray 
as Sneyd, Calcutt gave the court 
this account:

On March 29, six days before 
King was killed in Memphis, 
Tenn., Ray went to a store in 
Birmingham, Ala., kept by a 
Mr. Wood and bought a rifle 
with telescopic sights and am­
munition. There was another 
customer in the shop at the 
time.

The following day Ray was 
not satisfied and wanted to 
change the rifle. He took instead 
a Remington 760 which had tele- 

"scopic sights attached to it. He

also bought and took away a 
box of ammunition and a box 
which was not the right box for 
that particular gun.

“On April 3, Sneyd (Ray) 
booked in at the New Revel Mo­
tor Hotel at Memphis,” the law­
yer continued. “On the following 
day he checked out of the hotel 
and on that day in Memphis he 
bought a pair of binoculars.”

Also on that day, Calcutt said, 
King was in Memphis, staying 
at the Lorraine Motel.

As Calcutt unfolded the story, 
four plainclothes detectives sat 
on a bench facing newsmen and 
the public gallery. AU members 
of the public had been searched 
as they came into court.

Ray sat in front of the prison­
er’s dock with a detective on ei­
ther side of him. ?

The court was tense as Cal­
cutt continued his story:

“From bathroom window at 
4241/2 South Main Street, a per­
son could see into Dr. King’s 
room. .

“At 4 o’clock in the afternoon 
this defendant went to 424^ 
South Main Street, where ac­
comodation was available, and 
he booked a room. As he did 
this he was seen by a witness, a 
Mr. Stevens. .

“The defendant got a room 
and, between then and 6 o’clock 
in the evening, he used the bath­
room and the lavatory. Mr. Ste­
vens, who was in the adjoining 
room, says that the man used 
the bathroom driame -favatory

on three occasions, each time 
for a long time.” ‘ ^ss^y

Calcutt continued: \ \
“At 6 o’clock Mr., Stevens 

says he heard a shot fired from 
the bathroom. He came out of 
his room and saw a man leaving 
below. He says it was the man 
who he had seen booking in ear­
lier. 1 - ’ 1 ^■

“The defendant left in-a h^ 
ry, leaving' binocular straps* iA 
his room. When he got,but of the 
hotel entrance, he turned left 
and dropped his kit of rifle, 
sights and binoculars in the 
doorway. ’ 1 ’

“He then made off in a eSt 
waiting nearby.”

Calcutt said the Memphis, po­
lice took possession of the rifle 
and binoculars. They say the de­
fendant’s fingerprints were pn 
them, he added. '*~ '—\

port. His two previous trips to 
Bow Street for preliminary 
hearings had been brief, and the 
proceedings toffay' jprovided the
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^t Denies Killing Dr. Kiifg7 
Defense Calls Murder 'Political'

BY ROBERT C. TOTH 
Times Staff Writer

LONDON—James Earl Ray de- was one of the unexpected the standard a^s^n 
pied in a British court Thursday* incidents that prolon^T^!11 have required him 
that he killed Dr. Martin Luther it
King, even as his lawyers argued

the day-long extradition 
hearing.

The proceedings in Bow 
Street Magistrates Court 
were adjourned until 
Tuesday. When they are 
completed and Chief Ma­
gistrate Frank Milton has 
made his decision, at least 
15 days must be allowed 
for appeal to a higher 
court.

Beyond that, an appeal 
to the House of Lords 
appears likely in view of 
the "political crime" de­
fense. Extradition seems

to give his name. It was 
decided that his testimony

that the murder was a "political 
crime" for. which Jie cannot be 
extradited to the United States.

His claim of innocence came at the 
end of a brief, dramatic appearance 
on the stand during which he 
refused to identify himself either as 
Ray or Ramon George Sneyd, the 
name under which he is held here. 

Before his denial, there was 
evidence, unchallenged by his law­
yer, that his fingerprints were on 
the rifle, its telescopic sight and 
binoculars associated with the 
crime and that his picture wai 

identified as the man in the Mem­
phis rooming house from which tMe 
fatal shot was fired.

There also was testimony by the 
arresting British policeman that 
Sneyd, when confronted with his 
identity as Ray, "suddenly slumped 
down on a seat behind him, put his 
head in his hands and said, 'Oh, God.’ 

"After a moment or so he added, 'I 
feel so trapped,"' the officer said.

the small box with the er denied nor conceded that they jefendant, but they 
settled for having him 
sitting in the box—to re- 
Juee his visibility—while 
one plainclothesman stood 
between him and the press 
and public who, as in 
Ray's two previous ap­
pearances, had been thor­
oughly frisked.

No Affirmation

were the same man—later attacked 
the police officer's testimony as 
"falsely and also complained of 
"exaggerated" newspaper reports'll

would be regarded as a 
"statement."

"Are you the man ar­
rested?" asked court-ap­
pointed Defense Counsel 
Roger Frisby in the first 
of five short questions.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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inevitable, but appeals 
may postpone Ray's^re^

"Yes, sir," replied Ray.
"Did you know Martin 

Luther King personally?"
"No, sir."
"Had you ever met him 

personally in your life?"
"No, sir, I haven't," Ray 

said in a high-pitched 
Southern accent.

"Have you everdiad any 
kind of grudge against 
him?" continued Frisby,

"No, sir."
turn to the United States 
until August.

The high point in the 
hearing Thursday was the 
abrupt calling of Ray to 
the witness box.

There was a flurry of 
police activity. Protecting 
officers tried to crowd into

Ray ' said "no" when 
asked if he had a religious 
denomination, and this 
precluded his taking the 
oath with a Bible. He also 
declined to affirm that he 
feiw-till the tifeii, -^
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"Did you kill Dr. Martin 
Lather king?"

"No, sir," answered Ray, 
impassive throughout.

The chief clerk translat­
ed the testimony into rhe­
torical form, a procedure 
typical of British Magis­
trates Court where no 
transcript is made, and 
asked Ray if he wished to 
sign. Ray indicated he 
would, but then turned to 
his lawyer and asked, 
"How would I sign it?"

Accepted by Court
If he signed the name 

Ray, he would be admit- 
t i n g an incriminating 
identity. If he signed 
Sneyd, a subsequent 
prosecutor might weaken 
his credibility by showing 
he lied on the stand. In the 
end, the statement was 
simply accepted by the 
court, and this apparently 
precluded cross examina­
tion by David Calcutt, the 
British lawyer represent­
ing the United States.

Ray did sign, or initial, 
however, an earlier state­
ment that contained his 
voiced objection to the 
testimony of the arresting 
officer, but court officials 
refused to disclose what 
name or initials he used.

Two British policemen 
and an FBI fingerprint 
expert appeared as part of 
the American case, but 
most of the evidence was 
in documentary form, 
which Calcutt read to the 
court.

"The tragic death of Dr. 
King was the working of 
the single hand of this 
man," Calcutt charged in 
opening his presentation. 
It was "a calculated, bru­
tal and sinister murder," 
ironi^SF^^vegause though

Dr. King’.s name "was a 
very password for peace, 
he met a violent death," 
Calcutt said.

He dealt quickly with 
one of the two extradition 
counts. It dealt with Ray's 
conviction for "robbery 
with violence" in St. Louis 
in 1960, his conviction and 
sentencing and his escape 
from a Missouri prison in 
1967. The fingerprints and 
mug shots of Ray were 
introduced.

Rifle Traced
On the April 4 murder of 

Dr. King, Calcutt began 
with March 29 in Birming­
ham, when the defendant, 
he said, using the name 
Harry Lowmser, bought a 
.243 Winchester rifle from 
High L. Baker, a salesman 
at the Aeromarine Supply 
Co.

The next day, Ray called 
back, wishing to exchange 
the rifle "after a conversa­
tion with my brother," he 
allegedly explained. He 
wanted and got a .30-06 
Remington, also with 
sight and ammunition, 
from the shop's owner, 
Donald Wood.

The rifle, identified by 
its serial number, was 
found near the rooming 
house. Wood picked out a 
picture of Ray from police 
photos.

"To the best of my 
memory," he said, accord­
ing to Calcutt, "I believe 
this is the man who 
bought the gun."

Another customer at the 
gun shop, John de Shazo, 
also identified Ray by 
photograph. De Shazo said 
he had spoken with Ray at 
the time, and Ray said "he 
was going deer hunting in 
Wisconsin with his broth­
er or brother-in-law."

On April 3, the • day 
before the King murder, 
Ray checked into the new 
Rebel Motor Hotel in 
Memphis as Eric S. Galt. 
Mrs. Henrietta Hagemast- 
er, the receptionist, said 
she signed him in between 
2 and 10 p.m. The signa- 
ture is in Ray's handwrit­

ing, Calcutt said in read­
ing expert testimony.

Ray checked out of the 
motel before noon April 4. 
The same day, he bought a 
pair of 7-by-35 binoculars 
from Cordra York of the 
York Arms Co. in Mem­
phis, complete with black 
and yellow case, Calcutt 
continued.

About 4 p.m., he checked 
into the rooming house at 
42216 S. Main St. The rear 
of the house overlooks the 
balcony of Dr. King's mo­
tel.

Charles Stephens, 46, 
who lived at the house 
with his common-law 
wife, said Ray took room 
5B next to his, which was 
situated between 5B and 
the common bathroom-toi­
let.

Stephens happened to go 
out of his room to pom- 
plain to the manager, Mrs. 
Bessie Brewer, about the 
hot water heater. He saw a 
man in left profile whom 
he identified from mug 
shots as "very much like" 
Ray.

He returned to his room 
and several times heard 
footsteps going from room 
5B to the toilet. The first 
couple of times the other 
person did not stay long, 
but the third time he 
stayed a considerable time 
—until about 6 p.m., when 
Stephens heard a shot that 
seemed to come from that 
bathroom, according to 
Calcutt.

Heard Commotion
In about one . minute, , 

after hearing shouting arid 
seeing commotion out the 
window at the rear of Dr. 
King's motel, Stephens 
went out of his room. The 
bathroom door was open 
and he saw a man running 
near the end of the hall­
way, carrying a. newspa­
per-wrapped bundle in his 
right hand. Stephens "did 
not get a long look, but he 
thought it was the same 
man who booked into 5B," 
Calcutt said.

Next door to the robm- 
ing house wa£ an tnrihse-

ment arcade whose owner. 
Guy Canipe, said he saw a 
white man walking away 
from a dropped bundle. 
Shortly afterward, a white 
car pulled away. He could 
not identify the driver, 
but the street was empty.’ 
of the man who left the 
bundle, he swore in an 
affidavit.

The rifle was found in 
the package along with 
the attached sight and 
binoculars and their case. 
A strap from the glasses 
and another from the, case 
were found in 5B of the 
rooming house.

The rifle, contained an. 
empty shell casing which 
had held a 150-grain, soft- 
nosed bullet, like that of 
the unused amm,tinition.

"No conclusion could be 
drawn" on whether the 
slug that killed Dr. King 
came from that rifle, but 
"the fired bullet was of a 
kind similar to those load­
ed in such cartridge, cases" 
as that found in the rifle, 
Calcutt said in quoting a: 
ballistics expert.

Prints Found
A left thumbprint was 

found on the rifle and the 
binoculars, and a, right 
ririg fingerprint on tHe 
telescopic site. These were 
identified by an FBI Ai- 
pert, the only American to i 

(testify, in person, as be­
longing to Ray.

The first of . the ■ two - 
British policemen to testi- ■ 
fy was Det. Sgt. Philip 
Birch, who must, be credit­
ed with Ray'S capture. He 
was assigned to the Lon­
don Airport's .European 
departure building June 8 
when at 11:30 a.m., he 
said, "the defendant pre­
sented two Canadian pass­
ports to the immigration 
officer by whom I was 
sitting. : ■

"As a result of what I
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fe^sviously learned," Sneyd on some "wanted" 
Birch continued, he asScn-
Ray to go to the police
office for questioning. 
Birch there made "certain

Two hours later, Chief 
Supt. Thomas Butler ar-

telephone inquiries" and 
then searched Ray, find­
ing a loaded revolver.

It thus appears that Ray 
.was caught in large part 
.by luck by the detective 
who was curious about a 
man presenting two pass­
ports and who presumably 
rifnenroe'fed the nahre

rived and questioned Ray 
about the passports, one in 
the name Sneyd, the other 
in the name Sneya. "What 
is your name?" he said he 
asked Ray.

"I can't understand why 
I'm here," Ray replied. 
"My name is Sneyd."

Rut Butler took Ray into

to comment about," Ray 
said, w a s "p a r t of 
evidence" presented by 
Butler was false. "And I 
think the newspapers 
have exaggerated some 
things. I want my side of 
the story told," he added.

After a shorOeceg, 
Ray's lawyer saicFKTs

custody to Cannon Row 
police station and that 
afternoon continued ques­
tioning him. Told he was 
really an American, Ray 
said, "Oh, well, yes, I am," 
according to Butler. Told 
he was James Earl Ray, 
also known as Eric Starvo
Galt, and that he was 
wanted in the United
States for "murder in
which a firearm was 
used," Ray slumped down, 
said, "Oh, God," and "I feel 
so trapped."

Magistrate Milton asked 
Ray if he wished to say 
anything shortly after 
this, but cautioned that it 
would be taken down and
might be used in evidence. 

"The only thing I want

client had not said "Oh, 
God," or that fir—reit? 
trapped, arid he did not 
collapse. "Indeed, he made, 
no statement to that (But­
ler) or any other police­
man and he even refused 
to sign his fingerprint 
form," Frisby Said. ‘

But when the clerk read, 
back this statement and.! 

asked Ray to sign it, Ray l 
■ either wrote a name or 

initialed it. ?
Frisby in his substantive 

defense arguments, ques­
tioned the FBI fingerprint 
expert and a British repor­
ter about Dr. King's politi­
cal stature. •

"The whole burdpnof 
m.y eagcMs that ubr. King 
was a political figure/ 
Frisby said at one point J 
J In the final hour, Frisby 
[argued that the extradi] 
’tion treaty does not permit
the surrender of Rav.
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LegaTFund 
Will Pay 
for Ray's

‘ “I refus6d±^»sik until they; 
l were cleared out,” Hanes said.’ 
i Storm trooper garb was worn 
I by some members of the Na- 
j tional States Rights Party in 
Alabama several years ago. . ;

■ Fields said Thursday the offer 
J to defend Ray was made in a 
I letter about two weeks ago to 
j John TyjM, a representative 
i of the batriot Legal Fund and 
; editor of the “Spearhead” in

Trial Costs
SA VANN Ga. (AP)-An 

organization called the Patriot i 
. Legal Fund has offered to de-; 
• fend Janies Earl Ray “free of
charg if he is tried on?

। charges of assassinating Dr.
! Martin Luther King Jr.

“We have offered to defend; 
: Ray ... pay all legal costs, i 
। attorney fees, court costs aid!

London.
He said the “Spearhead” is a 

monthly publication similar to 
one published by the National 
States Rights Party in Savan­
nah.

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
told a House appropriations sub­
committee in Washington re­
cently that the National States’ 
Rights Party was one of “a 
number of small hate-type 
groups whose membership is 
confined exclusively to the 
white race.

“This group is composed of 
former members of Klan-type 
organizations as well as noto­
rious anti-Semetics,” Hoover

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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(osts of appeal if there Are.ar ?,| 
nd bonds,” said the fund’s sgc-i 
etary,_Dr. Edward y Fields. 1 
Ray is fighting1 extradition"to;

i the United States from England./said, adding that the group 
: He testified in a London court! urges “segregation and white
that he did not kill King. power.

Fields said/the legal fund! 
would defend/Ray with its own! 
attorney orXvould pay former! 

tBirminghai/ Ala., Mayor ^-i 
thur J. lynes “if Mr. Hanesl 

L UM 111 /
1 “Art flanes is a personal? 
, friend of mine and would be a- 
। good attorney to defend Ray,”? 
■ Fields said. !

In Birmingham, Hanes said,; 
; “we’ve solicited no funds nor 
i authorized anybody to collect 
; any funds. We know nothing of ; 
; this outfit.” i
j Hanes said he was surprised 
that such groups have not spo- 

; ken up earlier offering money. 
! Asked if he knew Fields, 
| Hanes said, “I’ve met him once 
I or twice. Some of fields’ boys 
showed up with their storm 
trooper tactics” at a Jefferson

( some years ago.'
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Dr. King Slaying Suspect 
Given 15 Days to Appeal 
and Remanded to Prison

BY ROBERT C. TOTH 
Times Staff Writer I

LONDON—A British court Tues­
day ordered James Earl Ray re-' 
turned to the United States to stand 
trial for the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther Ring.

Chief Magistrate Erank Milton. 
gave Ray 15 days in which to appeal, 
and remanded him to prison to 
await’ extradition. One or more 
appeals are certain to delay the final; 
extradition order for at least another; 
two or three weeks. |

Milton said "there can be no; 
doubt" that there is a prima facie 
case against Ray in the murder of 
Dr. King, felled by a rifle shot in the 
Lorraine Motel in Memphis April 4. 
In doing so, Milton dismissed a 
defense plea that Dr. King's killing 
was a non-extraditable political 
crime.

Second Point Also Granted
The chief magistrate also granted 

extradition on the second of the two 
points made in the U.S. govern­
ment's application—the State of Mis­
souri's charge that the 40-year-okl

despair when captured. «.—----- 
,~’Tns court-appointed British lawyer 
and the British attorney represent­
ing the United States had completed 
their presentations, and the magis­
trate had called a luncheon recess to 
prepare his verdict, when Ray 
decided to speak out.

Voice Low and Hesitant
Dressed in the same blue-checked 

sports jacket and a tieless white 
shirt, he was returned to the almost 
empty court to speak in somewhat 
hesitant bursts in a low voice. As 
transcribed by the chief clerk, he 
said:

"I don't want to repeat, myself but 
I would like to take the opportunity 
to object to Mr. Butler's testimony, 
especially in view of the fact that 
this case will probably be given 
widespread publicity in the United 
States, especially in the so-called 
liberal press."

Detective Chief Sujit. Thomas 
Butler had testified last Thursday, 
at the first of the two-clay hearing, 
that Ray had said, "Oh, God," and "I 
feel so trapped," and had slumped in 
a seat when confronted with his 
identity and the murder charge in 
the United States.

Ray then went on in his statement 
to repeat that "I did not sign any 
statement whatsoever, and also that 
I said that I did not want to have 
conversation with anybody connect­
ed to the U.S. Justice Department." 
A British paper said he had been 
interviewed by an American official, 
bi^’’5 xvrs subsequently denied. 
'MnHcbilhection with beinguehici'fa
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line broke on* in there while

bory.
■ Milton delivered his decision to ;i 

packed courtroom in famed Bow 
Street Magistrates Court after Ray, 
in another impromptu statement, 
charged that he was being muzzled 
in his British, jail.

He complained that authorities 
here refused to allow his American 
lawyer, former Birmingham Mayor 
Arthur J. Hanes, to visit him. And 
he. again objected to allegedly false 
evidence by the arresting ..British 
policeman that portrayed him in
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visit with Hanes, Ray saic^ 
"I believe there is a con­
nection between this hear­
ing and the trial in t h e 
States.

''Shortly after I was 
arrested by the British 
authorities, I engaged an 
attorney in the U.S., Mr. 
Arthur Hanes of Birming­
ham, Ala. He subsequent­
ly made the trip to consult 
with me. This was denied 
by the home secretary 
(James Callaghan) and I 
made an application to the 
home secretary and I re­
ceived no answer.

"I then wrote to Mr. 
Heath (Edward Heath, 
Conservative Party lead­
er) and I was informed by 
the governor of Wands­
worth Prison that this was 
not permissible, and he 
would forward the letter 
to Mr. Callaghan. Evident­
ly the home secretary 
would decide whether Mr. 
Heath would be permitted 
to read the letter. In view 
of the seriousness of this 
case, I should have had a 
little more freedom to 
write and visit people."

Employed by Letter
Hanes arrived here June 

20 and left June 24, be­
tween the preliminary 
hearing and the first day 
of the substantive 
proceedings. He said he 
had been employed by 
^®y through a letterMrom 
tfte“accused.

_ It is understood from 
“court sources that Ray’s— 
British counsel sought

। permission from the home 
secretary for Hanes to 

'visit the prisoner but this I 
was denied. Rules require ! 
that Ray make the re­
quest. Ray did so June 25, 
and the request was grant­
ed, but Hanes had re­
turned to America.

British regulations do 
not permit a prisoner to 
see or write to anyone he 
wishes. In this case, the 
Tory leader to whom he 
wrote has no standing in 
legal affairs and it would 
not be surprising if Ray's 
letter to him had been 
withheld by the home sec- ■ 
retary. ■

Discusses Warrants
In his judgment on the 

two extradition warrants 
for Ray, Magistrate Milton 
began by stating that 
Ray's final complaints 
"could not possibly have a 
bearing on my decision." 
He also noted that Hanes 
could not have appeared 
in a British court since he 
was not a qualified lawyer 
under British law, and 

| further, that Ray's case 
; could not have been pre- 
j sented "more conscien-' 
! tiously, ably or persua- 
1 sively" than it was by 

Roger Frisby, Ray's Bri­
tish barrister.

Milton said his job was 
to decide if there was 
enough evidence under 
English law to commit 
Ray for trial. On the basis 
of verbal testimony and 
affidavits from the United

^States, "there can be no_ 
doubt the answer is yes," 
he declared.

Milton then dealt with 
defense objections to ex­
traditing Ray to serve out 
the rest (13 years) of his 
20-year sentence for a 
Missouri bank robbery 
and to stand trial for Dr. 
King's murder.

He dismissed the objec­
tion on the robbery count 
quickly. The treaty pre­
scribes surrender for "rob­
bery with violence" rather 
than armed robbery for 
which Ray was convicted. 
But "this is a highly 
technical point," Milton 
said, and "it would be a 
very ridiculous loophole in 
the law" which refused 
extradition for armed rob­
bery but allowed it for 
simple robbery, J

On the murder count, 
Milton noted that defense 
counsel had not contested; 
testimony that Ramon 
George Sneyd was James 
Earl Ray nor any 
evidence, such as Ray's 
fingerprints on the rifle, 
that linked Ray with the 
crime.

Secs Extension
The magistrate acknow­

ledged that Dr. King was a 
national and controversial 
figure, "but to hold that 
•the killing of him was an 
offense of a political cha­
racter" would.be to extend 
ttl^efkition of political 
crime "far too fa'r?”---- -

There were i'soi?®- 
Meiits to aid in determin­
ing what constituted a 
political crime, and what 
there was "fell far short of 
including an act like the 
alleged murder by this 
m a n (Ray) as a political 
offense," he added.

Moreover, Milton said, 
no evidence was presented 
that Ray was part of a 
conspiracy. Rather, it was 
said that the murder was 
the act of "a solitary 
person". Against that "all 
that I know is the accused 
man said T didn't do it,'" 
the magistrate concluded.

15 Days for Appeal
In dismissing the "poli­

tical crime" defense, Mil­
ton then informed Ray he 
had 15 days in which to 
appeal. ' i

The appeal will take the 
form of a writ of habeas 
corpus to be requested of 
the high court. Two justi­
ces would normally hear 
the plea, which can be 
expected to be submitted 
next week.

Assuming their finding 
goes against Ray, he can 
petition the law lords in 
the House of Lords for a 
hearing. Should they de­
cide to hear the case, 
another couple of weeks of 
litigation is likely.

But the feeling here was 
that the law lords will not 
take the appeal.

In that event, Ray will 
be ordered extradited by 
the home secretary as 
soon as the law lords make 
a ruling, and his surrender' 
pould occur within hours 
thereafter.
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-Step Closer / 
’ LONDON (UPI)-James Earl 

Ray, his jaw twitcliihg and his 
eyes blinking nervously, has 
been ordered back to the 
United States to face charges of 
murdering Dr. Martin Luther 
ICing Jr. His lawyers promptly 
announced they would appeal 
the extradition.

■ A British court rejected 
defense contentions that the 
assassination of Dr. King in 
Mempliis, Tenn., on April 4 was 
a political crime an ordered: 
Ray remanded to jail without 
bail pending Iris return to the 
United States.
• L o n d o n Chief Magistrate 
Frank Milton gave Ray 15 days 
to appeal the extradition ruling. 
Ray’s legal advisers said there 
definitely would be an appeal, 
which would mean a further 
delay in Ids return to U.S. 
custody. • . . _ y

The judge granted extradition 
on both points of the U.S. 
application —the murder charge 
by the State of Tennessee and 
the State of Missouri’s charge 
the 40-year-old Ray broke out of 
prison while serving a sentence 
for armed, robbery. ; 
' Ray almost lost his compo-' 
sure for the first time in the 
hearings in the Bow Street 
court during the morning 
session. He sweated, his jaw 
twitched, he grimaced, his eyes
blinked and his hands 
over liis face.
.At one point, he 

nervous he .spoke

roamed

was so 
almost

incoherently—the words tum­
bled out so rapidly that 
shorthand - writing newsmen 
could not take them down 
precisely.’ ---------- .
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LONDON (UPI) — A court today ordered James 
Earl Ray extradited to the United States to stand trial 
for the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Ray, 40, identified as an 
escaped convict from a Missou­
ri jail,- was accused of shooting 
the civil rights leader in 
Memphis, Tenn., on April 4. lie 
was arrested at London airport 
June 8.

Ray’s defense attorney, Roger 
Frisby, argued in Bow Street 
Magistrate Court that the 
slaying was a political crime. 
But Frank Milton, chief metro­
politan magistrate for London, 
agreed with the U.S. position it 
was outright murder.

Ray, so nervous he was 
almost! ‘incoherent, had shown 
earlier in a surprise statement 
to the court that he feared—and 
perhaps expected—the extradi­
tion to be granted.

There was still much legal 
red tape to go through before- 
Ray returns to the United 
States. His defense attorney 
indicated he would appeal in a' 
maneuver that could take 
weeks.

Milton in ’ his ruling said no 
evidence had been presented at 
the two-part hearing to substan­
tiate defense claims the slaying 
was a political crime.

He also ruled that Missouri 
law covering robbery with 
violence was relevant in the 
extradition case. Missouri wants 
Ray for trial on charges he 
escaped from prison while 
serving a term for armed 
robbery. "
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BY WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY JI
There are strange and interesting, 

elements in the unfolding story of 
James Earl Ray.

It is reported that in London 
where extradition proceedings were 
instituted on the grounds that he 
had murdered Dr. Martin Luther 
King, he slumped down and sighed, 
"Oh my God, I feel trapped." But 
Ray's demoralization was only tem­
porary, and it soon transpired that he 
had hired a prominent Birmingham 
attorney to go to London, and that 
said attorney was the very same 
man who managed the successful 
defense of those who were accused 
of killing Mrs. Liuzzo.

Having said all of which, there is 
something about the James Ear1! 
Ray case which does suggest that if 
indeed it was he who fired the shot, 
that he did not work alone in the 
tradition of Leon Czolgosz, and Lee 
Harvey Oswald. Too much is known 
about Ray, and he is more readily 
imaginable as a hired killer than a 
lusting fanatic. He has been small­
time always, a non-ideologue, unin­
terested in politics, untroubled by 
racial differences.

Moreover, the escape from Mem­
phis suggested the cooperation of at 
least one ally. Assuming Ray was 
the assassin: the escape required a 
kind of cosmopolitan sophistication

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state*)

II-5 Los Angeles Time 
Los Angeles, Calif.

Although this is the land of John , one does not learn at Midwest peni- 
Birch and Mark Lane and highly । tentiaries;. the ample supply of cash 
inflamed political imaginations, it isn't particularly surprising, inas­

much as the professional training ofcannot be imagined by the average 
American how gleefully Europeans 
leap to conclusions of Florentine 
complexity whenever political assas­
sinations are involved.

James Earl Ray is in acquiring fair­
ly large amounts of cash on short,' 
stick-'em-up notice; but the exhaus- 

; tive research necessary, for instance
A fortnight ago, Prince Rainier of ^?ar halfway plausible whenap- 

Monaco asked a visitor whether he ' P^mS *or foie'gn passpoits,;, wlas
had meditated on the first initial of 
the last name of the three great 
recent American victims of assassin­
ation — K(ennedy) (K(ing) K(enne- 
dy). The visitor confessed that he 
had not reflected on the three 
initials' significance, and forebore 
going on to say that no American 
who knows anything at all about 
anything at all would invest any 
meaning in the coincidental K's.

*

The Ku Klux Klan is as capable of 
organizing the killing of a President 
of the United States, the most 
prominent Negro in the world, and 
the most prominent liberal politi­
cian in the world, as Monaco is of 
deposing De Gaulle. It is hard for a 
people whose history is watered 
with organized and even incestuous 
connivings for power to imagine 
ifidtvicrualistic assassination;---------"
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more likely supplied by someone Oliv­
er thanTiimself.

Truman. Capote ventured early 
during the mystery that the killer 
was a paid assassin, and was in all 
likelihood dead. If the FBI's conten­
tions are validated, then Ray is the 
killer, and is most certainly not 
dead, nor will he die, except many 
years from now—from arteriosclero­
sis or whatever—Tennessee having 
abolished the death penalty. But as 
long as he is alive, he of course 
jeopardizes his silent partners, and 
it is supremely in the interest of the 
state to establish who they are, and 
to discover what was the motivation 
for the killing of Dr. King.

Capote reasoned inferentially 
when he guessed that the man or 
men who planned the killing were 
leftists: that the intention was to 
bring on the kind of disunity and 
convulsion which typically help not 
conservative Americans, but hard- 
leftists who know how to profiteer 
from any general distress.

If the- idea of killing Martin Luther 
King was that of the KKK, or some 
local white supremacist group, then 
in the light of the experience with 
the Birmingham church, the three 
civil rights workers in Mississippi, 
Mrs. Liuzzo and the others—the 
killings of which consolidated na­
tional sentiment in favor of more 
and more civil rights legislation—

“James Earl Ray. What did he do?” 
Cartoon by Wicks

then the KKK is even more stupid 
than it is supposed to be, which is an 
extraordinary achievement.

Such stupidity does not go hand in 
hand with the super-sophisticated 
provisions made for the assassin's 
escape: does not explain the easy 
success he had in eluding the great­
est manhunt in the history of the 
world (yes, in the history of the 
world), until, by committing a fool­
ish mistake of the kind that catches 
up the suspect in second-rate detec­
tive stories, the accused as good as 
turned himself in.

I Up until now, Ray has kept his 
mouth shut. And no doubt the 
Birmingham lawyer will counsel 

. him to continue to do so. But Ray is 
not the type to suffer in order to 
sustain the underworld's code. If he 
is the assassin, he is likelier to crack 
up when he realizes fully tMJiejs 
fncIeectTtapped.
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RayWense 
{May Blame 
Negroes

Hatred of Dr. King
as an 'Uncle Tom' 
Seen as Argument

BY KARL E. MEYER
Exclusive to Tho Times from 

the Washington Post

But ^ ■»»«»- .bp stated 
; reliably that a likely con­
tention will be that Dr. 
King was as much hated 
by black nationalists who 
regarded him as an "Uncle 
Tom" as he was by white 
sunremacist groups. Such 
a line of argument would 
not necessarily preclude 
an admission that a white 
gunman could have been 
hired to execute the mur­
der.

’Not Guilty* Plea
Hanes will only say that 

he intends to enter a "not 
guilty" plea if Ray is 
extradited and that he 
now has the names of 
some witnesses he plans to 
see in the United States.

Sligh^WBrbed
"The only thing he was 

slightly perturbed about," 
Hanes told a news confer­
ence, "was Mr. Butler's 
testimony about his al­
leged behavior. He said to 
me, 'You might expect a 
10-year-old girl to make 
that remark but certainly 
not a man.'"

This referred to court 
testimony by Chief Supt. 
Thomas Butler of Scotland 
Yard that Ray had alleged­
ly said, "Oh God, I feel so 
trapped" when he was 
informed that British po­
lice believed he was the 
man wanted for the mur­
der of Dr. King.

Hanes said he has re-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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LONDON — Defense 
lawyers for James Earl 
Ray may contend in the 
United States that Dr. 
Martin Luther King was 
killed by political conspir­
ators—but that the con­
spiracy was masterminded 
by black instead of white 
extremist groups.

This became known Sa­
turday as Alabama attor­
ney Arthur J. Hanes had a 
second prison visit with 
the 40-year-old Ray, who 
is facing extradition to the 
United States on charges 
of murdering Dr. King in 
Memphis.

Hanes agreed to discuss 
his client's state of mind 
with reporters but de­
clined to say anything 
about the precise Une of 
defense he might argue in 
the event that Ray is
returned for trial in Mem­
phis.

He intends to go to Mem­
phis, where the murder 
occurred April 4, in the 
latter part of next week.

A former mayor of Bir­
mingham, Hanes flew to 
London Friday for a first 
visit with his client. Hanes 
is due to depart today. He 
spent 70 minutes with Ray 
at London's Wandsworth 
Prison, speaking with his 
client through a glass 
partition while two guards 
stood by. Hanes and Ray 
exchanged several written 
notes, since the guards 
could overhear their con­
versation. .

Hanes said the prison 
restrictions were "austere 
and severe," but added, "I 
find this rather good. 
There have been people 
hurt in other cases like 
this and I didn't like that." 
He said he had been 
frisked for possible guns 
but that this precaution 
was "fine vffirme?

ceived about 100 letters 
from all over the United 
States about his accepting 
Ray's defense. The only 
money sent to him, he 
said, was a check for $5 
from "a sweet dear lady in 
Columbus, Ohio.”

All told, he said, he has 
handled up to 18 murder 
cases, though he and his 
son, Arthur Jr., accept 
every type of legal case. 
As he put it: "Any $5 fee. 
for $5 worth of service, I 
accept."

Hanes was mayor of 
Birmingham from 1961 to 
1963, during the period 
when Dr. King's protest 
marchers came into dra­
matic confrontation with 
former City Police Com­
missioner Eugene B. 
(Bull) Connor. As a result, I 
Hanes also had encounters 
with President Kennedy 
and Sen. Robert F. Kenne­
dy, giving him the distinc­
tion of personal acquain- 
^c® W'th-'"*^ > three vic-, 
tims of assassination.
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rigorous hmigraiion con­
trols.

British police have no 
evidence that Ray had or

h^^V made any friends while he i

Prints on Paper Bag Left at Bank Match 
King Murder Suspect's, Detectives Say

Bl’ KARL E. MEYER
Exclusive to Hie Times from ths Wsshinoton Post

LONDON—-An exhaus­
tive Scotland Yard investi­
gation into the London life 
of James Earl Ray has 
persuaded senior police 
officers of three things 
about the man accused of 
killing Dr. -Martin Luther 
King—he was friendless, 
almost penniless and high­
ly accident-prone.

A squad of 10 Yard 
detectives has been work­
ing full-time on the case of 
Ray since his arrest June 8 
at London Airport under 
t h e n a in c o f R a m o n 
George Sneyd. Several 
thousand people have been 
questioned about Ray's 
movements in L o n d o n 
from May 17 until his ar­
rest.

One major blank spo t 
remains: British po 1 i c c 
still do not know where

the first 10 days 
arrival. But the 
that he was in 
obscure London

after his 
belief is 
a cheap, 
rooming

house and not in a private 
residence. Ray himself has 
reportedly said that he 
does not remember where 
he. stayed.

Fingerprints Matdicd
The major find made by 

yard detectives is that a 
set of fingerprints match­
ing Ray's have turned up 
on a paper bag thrown to a 
cashier during therobbery 
of a London bank.

The robbery occurred ch 
the afternoon of June j4 
when a man wearing sun­
glasses walked into the 
Trustees Savings Bank on 
North End Road. The man 
pulled out. a gun and the 
bag and said to the coun­
ter clerk, "Put some mo­
ney in this." He escaped 
with about £100 (§240) in 
£5 notes. i

The clerk described the ■ 
robber as being about 40 i 
years old, 5 feet 10 inches 
tall, sun-tanned with wavy 
black hair and possibly of 
mid-European origin. He 
was dressed in a blue suit.

The white bag left be­
hind by the robber was 
turned in to Scotland 
Yard's fingerprint bureau 
and was first dusted with a 
recently developed chemi­
cal used to disclose finger­
prints on paper. It was 
then put under heat, yield­
ing a clear impression of 
prints that matched those 
of Ray.

British police first be­
came aware that Ray 
might be in London a 
week before his arrest. The 
Yard was informed that 
the R o y a 1 C a n a d i a n 
Mounted Police had found 
that Ray was traveling un­
der the name of Ramon 
George Sneyd and was

was in Britain. The only 
time any witness saw Ray 
with anyone else in Lon­
don was on June 4, the day 
he left a hotel to find a 
new place to stay.

Ray turned up at a 
YWCA hostel in Victoria. 
The hostel, despite its 
name, also provides rooms 
for men, and the woman at 
the desk saw Ray with a 
young blond man who 
she thought was Ameri­
can. Ray was told that 
there was no room at the 
hostel, and was referred to 
a hotel down the street.

When Ray turned up at 
i the hotel, he was alone. He 
। then spent most of his 
i time in his room. The only 
mail he received was a 
postcard from Ian Colvin, ■ 
a Daily Telegraph repor­
ter whom Ray had called 

. to seek information about 
getting in touch with Eu- 
ropean mercenaries.

British Police believe 
that the whole purpose of 
his trips to London and 
Lisbon, and of the trip he ' 
was planning to make to 
Brussels, was to join up 
with .white mercenaries, 
probably in Biafra.
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London-bound.
If Ray had been travel­

ing under an American 
passport, it would have 
been easy for the Yard to 
determine immediately if 
he had entered Britain.
But Canacuans, as mem­
bers of ,tbe Cominon- 
weaTthhare sttbjMToless
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^toT^EXTRADITION^—®si*,ish 
Magistrate Frank Milton found a 
prima facie case (legally sufficient 
unless disproved) against James 
Earl Ray last week in the April 4 
murder of Dr. Martin Luther 
King and dismissed a defense plea 
that .the killing was a non-extradi- 
table political crime. The magistrate 
said that, although Dr. King was a 
national figure, "to hold that the 
killing of him was an offense of a 
political character" would be to 
extend the definition of political 
crime "far too far." Ray has 15 days 
to appeal and more appeals, expect­
ed g£i^k, are certain to delay 
the final extradition o^Setr—

(Indicate page, name of 
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Ray Gives Some

Leads to Attorney
C U N D 6 N (AP)—James 

Earl Ray has given his Amer­
ican lawyer Saturday what 
the attorney called “names 
and other leads” to investi­
gate in preparing defense 
against charges of assassinat­
ing Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.

The attorney, Arthur J. 
Hanes, former mayor of Bir­
mingham, Ala., conferred 
with Ray for 70 minutes in 
Wandsworth Prison.

Hanes told newsmen he 
found the interview with Ray 
“most helpful, most fruitful, 
and beneficial.” He added: “I 
am beginning to build a case, 
to ^W a defense. He

gave me names^wir^iher 
leads to follow up back in the 
United States, and I am build­
ing a file.” Hanes refused to 
disclose anything about the 
information Ray gav^jnj
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□wyer 
Denies Ray 
Statement

during their talks. He said he 
'did not address him as Ray or 
as Ramon George Sneyd, the 
name under which he was 
arrested. Hanes has refused to 
■give any indication he takes the 
authorities’ word that his client 
is in fact James Earl Ray.

LONDON (UPI) - Alabama 
lawyer Arthur J. Hanes met for 
70 minutes today with James 
Earl Ray and said the accused 
killer of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. denied he collapsed when 
arrested in London, muttering 
“Oh my God, I feel so 
trapped.”

Hanes said he spoke with Ray 
at Wandsworth Prison through 
a glass ’panel with guards on 
either side. Ray has been uqto 
maximum security guard since 
his arrest on June 8. *

The Birmingham lawyer said 
he and Ray “had a rather 
lengthy talk—there was a little 
more relaxed feeling on his part 
and my part than yesterday.”

The attorney said yesterday 
that he was preparing an in­
nocent plea for Ray.

Hanes said the guards de­
scribed Ray as “very coopera­
tive” and with “good rapport 
with those around him.”

Hanes refused to comment 
,±3i asked whether Ray ""^a 
foil in a conspiracy.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A-l Herald-Examiner 
Eos Angeles, Calif’.

It was their second meeting in 
two days.

Hanes said Ray restated his 
objections to testimony at his 
extradition hearing Tuesday by 
Scotland Yard Chief Superinten­
dent Thomas Butler. Ray had 
protested to the judge over 
Butler’s testimony that he 
collapsed and said he felt 
“trapped” when told there was 
reason to believe he was the 
man wanted for killing King.

“He categorically denies he 
behaved in such a manner,” 
Hanes told newsmen.

He quoted Ray as saying, 
“You might expect a 10-year-old 
girl to make such a remark, but 
not a grown man.”

8j5ju«id he n,lu* -^y 
“buddy or pal—any old thing”
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MEMPHIS, Tenn. LB— 
Charles Q. Stevens, identi­
fied as a key witness 
against James Earl Ray in 
the slaying of Dr. Martin 
Luther -King, has been

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

taken into protective cus­
tody.” ” - - - —

"He wasn't as impressed 
at the danger as police and 
the district attorney ge­
neral's staff w e r e," a 
source said in confirming 
that Stevens had been 
talked into submitting to 
protective custody:—' “
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_.\rihur J. Hanes, former,mayor of
Birmingl'-jm. Ala., and siieceWul 
defender of the men accused of the
killing of civil rights worker Viola 

during the Selma, Alm,Liuzzo
march, visited Ray in Wandsworth 
Prison earlier in the day.

It was believed to be the first talk
Ray has 
his arres 
passport

mean since

nd firearms violation' of

Arthur J. Haiies
W Wircpliofo

ns

BY ROBERT C. TOTH 
Tim^j St?H Writer

British law.
Hanes: told a press conference that 

he and Ray. whom he said he had 
never met before, "talked of many 
things —his health, his attitude. 1 
would say he is in good shape, lie 
gets lots of sleep."

Confident lie'll Be Paid
Hanes, employed by Ray via a 

letter, expressed confidence that, he 
would get paid. "He (Ray) gave me 
the impression he can meet my fee," 
the lawyer said.

No organization had contacted him 
in connection with the case, Hanes 
said, but he will be carrying "a 
message" from Ray back to someone 
in the states. He declined to say to 
whom it would go.

All told, Hanes brushed off more 
questions than ho answered. He had 
a "horror of all murders," including 
that of Dr. King, be said. Insanity is 
one of "a hundred defenses’1 that 
might be used, be said.

"If this man comes to trial, and if
1 he is the man 
guilty," declare 
Ray's alias of F 
throughout.

A British ma

i, he will plead not 
al Hanes, who used 
la mon George Sneyd

Istrate on Tuesday
decided that Ray and Sneyd were 
the same man and that there was 
suff.cien.t evidence to commit him 
ioTIriaT for the King muitim'lie
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magistrate also ^lismisspd 
attempts'to prevent Ray's 
extradition to the United 
States pending the out­
come of appeals against 
his findings. An order for 
Ray's extradition to the 
United States must be is­
sued by the Home Office 
before he can be surren­
dered to American authori­
ties.

Hanes arrived in London 
Friday morning and went 
almost immediately to a 
40-minute interview with 
Ray. He said he expected 
to visit his client again 
today and then ' return 
home Sunday.

He flew here following 
reports that he would be 
allowed to see the prisoner 
this time. At Tuesday's ex- 
tradition h e a r i n g, Ray 
complained that Hanes 
was prevented by British 
authorities from visiting 
him when the lawyer was 
first here June 20-24.

It was subsequently ex­
plained that Hanes' re­
quest to see Ray was re­
fused because the prisoner 
must make the request. 
When Ray did so, the ap­
plication was granted, but 
Hanes already had re­
turned to Alabama.

"I do not suggest any­
thing devious here," Hanes 
said. "I think it was just 
the system, and perhans 
llUT^PP 't movpjnJlie 
spur of the moment."
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LONDON (AP) - James Earl 
Ray’s appeal against extradi­
tion to the United States will 
open in the British High Court 
July 29, his British lawyer said 
today. The hearing is expected 
to last at least two days.

Ray, charged with assassinat­
ing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
made a one-minute, appearance 
in Bow Street, Magistrate’s 
Court today on the two charges 
on which he was arrested June 8 
at London airport.

Chief Metropolitan Magistrate 
Frank Milton ordered him held 
in Wandsworth Prison for anoth­
er seven days on the two 
charges. Ray said nothing. ■

Milton, who last Tuesday 
ruled in favor of the U.S. gov­
ernment’s extradition petition, 
asked defense attorney Michael 
Eugene when the appeal would 
be heard.

Eugene replied that the High 
Couri had agreed to start the 
appeal hearing July 29 although 
tXappeal itself has not been 
filed formally.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Suspect's Brother
Ar rested in Memphis

. MEMPHIS (UPD—The 
brother of James Earl Ray 
was arrested for drunken­
ness Tuesday a few blocks 
from the spot where Ray

—Martin Luther King April

■ is accused of killing ‘Dr. leased.

4.
S h o r 11 y after Gerald 

William Ray, 32, was ar­
rested, City Court Judge 
Bernie Weinman dis­
missed the drunkenness 
charge and he was re­

A police spokes­

man said he did not know 
where Ray went.

Police said they under­
stood the brother, who 
lives in St. Louis, had 
come here to take up a 
collection to help finance 
James' defense.

But a spokesman said he 
had no idea why Ray had 
jgone to the vicinity of J)e 
Lorraine Hole], where Dr. 
King was killed-.
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newspaper, city and state.)

1-18 Los Angeles Time 
Los Angeles, Calif.

Date: 7/10/68

Edition: HOhie

Author:

Editor: Nick B. Williams
Title:

MURKIN

Character:

[ | Being Investigated

or

Classification: LA 44“157^l'
Submitting Office:LOS AHg^l^S

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

LONDON (UPI—A Bri­
tish court said Tuesday 
that on July 29 it will hear 
James Earl Ray's appeal 
against extradition to the 
United States to stand

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

1-18 Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles, Calif.

trial for the slaying of Dr. 
Martin Luther King.

The surprise announce­
ment was made when Ray 
appeared at Bow Street 
Magistrate's Court on 
charges of violating Bri­
tish gun and immigration 
laws. Ray was ordered to 
appear again Tuesday to 
answer to the charges of 
carrying a loaded ,3S-cali- 
hcr pistol and two forged 
passports, charges on 
which he was arrested in 
the first place June 8.

Ray appeared in court to 
meet a British legal re­
quirement that prisoners 
appear before a magistrate 
every eight days while 
they are’held. ---------- -
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As a security precaution, every 
person attending the trial of James 
Earl Ray will be recorded on visual 
and sound tape, it was disclosed in 
Memphis. In addition, officials said, 
identification cards bearing photo­
graphs will be issued to all newsmen 
covering the trial of the man 
accused of murdering Dr. Martin 
Luther King. The trial, expected in 
the fall, will be held in one of the 
five regular Memphis courtrooms, 
the largest of which seats only 100 
persons in addition to the trial prin­
cipals. Ray, who was arrested last 
month, is waiting extradition from 
London.""
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CHICAGO (AP) — The Chica-|0f a Canadian who says he does
-go Daily News has said in a'not know Ray.
copyrighted story that James' The Daily News said John 
Earl Ray wrote a letter to his Ray received the letter, which 

was signed, “Lord R. G.brother which indicates that 
Ray is the man being held in a 
London jail in connection with 
the assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. under the name 
of Ramon George Sneyd.
_Ray was arrested in London 

under the'Sneyd alias, the name

Lord R.
Sneyd.” John Ray said the 
handwriting was his brother’s. 
As to the use of the title “Lord,” 
John Ray said, “That’s proba­
bly his idea of a joke.”
The Daily News published 

portions of the letter, which 
read in part; “I could appeal' 
my extradition hearing but I am- 
getting tired of listening to these( 
liars so I migh close it up about; 
Tuesday.” [

There was no indication which 
Tuesday he referred to. 

| John Ray said he believed the 
Tetter showed his brother did not 
'kill King, who was shot to death 
■April 4 on the balcony of a 
Memphis motel.

John Ray said: “If he really 
did it, he wouldn’t be thinking 
about signing those extradition 
papers, would he?”

Although U.S. officials have 
said they are convinced that 
'Ray and Sneyd -are the same 
(person, the use of an alias 
'caused a point of legal confusion! 
during the extradition hearings? 

I John Ray said the letter was; 
|in answer to one he wrote to his! 
(brother, addressed to London’s' 
(Heathfield Road Prison. The 
(answering letter, undated, was 
(sent to a married sister who 
(lives in a suburb of St. Louis. 
|tfiFTTany',News said.

(Indicate page, name of 
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—Associated Press Wirephot*
PART OF LEITER WRITTEN BY ACCUSED KING KILLER 

Writer hints that he may forego fighting United Statse extradition; lower portion 
^----_^ dealing with personal matters was deleted by family request '----- «
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BY KARL E. MEYER
Exclusive to The Times from the Washington

r
V©^

LONDON—James Earl Ray in-_! in Britain. Instead he oxy__Tuesday morning Ray 
/pressed specific thanks' to i made what will "probably 
< Michael Eugene, court-ap-1 be his last courtroom ap- 
. pointed solicitor, and to 1 pearance in Britain when

structed his attorneys Tuesday to 
waive his appeal of a British 
extradition order. This means he 
will probably return to the United 
States in a few days to face charges

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

of murdering Dr. Martin 
King.

Ray's surprise decision 
known after he saw his 
attorneys in Wandsworth

Luther

became

■ Roger Frisby, his barris-: he was briefly brought 
ter. • before Bow Street Court

Ray's decision may have ' on two lesser charges of 
1 been anticipated by a let- possessing a forged pass- 
’ ter he sent last week to his port and carrying an un­

1-1 Los Angeles Times
Los Angeles, Calif

British < family in America. Ac- lawful revolver.
' cording to the Chicago The charges were re- 
' Daily News, Ray reported- manded until July 24, and

Prison 
them aTuesday morning and gave 

signed statement saying that he had
voluntarily decided not to file an

J ly wrote, "I could appeal now will almost surely be
; my extradition hearing 
;but I am getting tired of

dropped.
As in his three previousappeal to the high court of a July 2 , „ „

extradition ruling against him in • listening to these liars so , appearances in the dingy 
brown courtroom, RayBow Street Police Court. ' J that I might close it up

The 40-year-old American said he. ■’about Tuesday."
had made the decision after con-' ' Concerning the word "li-
sidering all the facts and believed it ; ars," Ray has twice denied 

' 'in court police testimony
- be3t thmg for him to dc-Ghat he cried, "Oh my God, 

The 250-word typed statement was ' I feel so trapped" when 
signed "Ramon George Sneyd," the Unformed that Scotland 
name under which Ray was arrested ’ Yard believed he was the 
at London Airport on June 8. It will •. man wanted in the death 
be submitted to Home Secretary ; of Dr. King.
James Callaghan, who must give • Ray's decision came as 
final approval to Ray's return.

Word of Ray's decision was

wore a checked blue suit 
and was surrounded by 
p 1 a I nclothes detectives. 
His only word was "no" 
when he was asked by the 
judge_ if he had anything 
to say.

immediately telephoned to his 
American attorney, Arthur J. 
Hanes, former mayor of Birming­
ham, Ala. Hanes was due to arrive 
here early today to confer again 
with his client, who has denied

: his British attorneys were 
readying the formal ap­
peal to the divisional court 

■ of the high court to meet 
the deadline of 4 p.m.

■ today. A hearing date of 
Muly 29 had already been

n V set. It will now be can-
kilhng Dr. king m Memphis last ' ceTe37~~" ______
April 4. ' ’
J11!1^ statement, Ray made no 
complaints about his legal defense

&
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Security

MEMPHIS, Tenn.
Security arrangements for the 
expected return to this country 
of James Earl Ray, accused of 
the assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., call for Ray to 
be housed in a special cell 
[equipped with closed-circuit 
Television, it has been learned.
; ‘‘That trial is really going to 
be something,” one county 
official said. ‘‘Sheriff (William) 
Morris was telling us about ths 
special cell they will have foi;

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A-2 Herald-Examiner 
Los Angeles, Calif

Ray. They're to have
closed-circuit television in it so 
they can watch him all the tim« 
and all. It is really going to b? 
fitted out.”

Sheriff Morris refused com* 
ment on the arrangements.

Another county official said 
all the offices overlooking- the 
Shelby County Criminal Courts 
Building will have secui’ity 
police in the windows during the 
trial. Traffic around the build­
ing will be restricted.

i Last week, the sheriff’s office 
konfirmed that plans call for 
Ivideo tapes to be made of each 
person attending the trial.

All trial plans, of course, are 
contingent on Ray's extradition 

>frr>m London, England where he 
[was arrested last month Using 
'the name of George R. Sneyd. A
British ordered him
extradited, but that decision is 
currentiy~being appealed. ’

t
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Court Appearance Expected to Complete 
Formalities Necessary Before Extradition

BY ROBERT c. TOTH.

LON DOX--James Earl 
Ray may be returned to 
the United Suites as early 
as today, it appeared Wed­
nesday after his American 
lawyer confirmed that the 
accused killer of Dr. Mar­
tin L u t li c r K i n g had 
waived further efforts to 
prevent his, extradition.

A hastily arranged ap­
pearance by Ray in Magis­
trate's Court was sche­
duled for tins morning. It 
was expected that British 
gun and passport charges 
a g ai n s t Ray wi 11 be 
dropped at that time; com- 
pkting formalitiw neces­
sary before his surrender 
to U.S. agents.

The formal extradition 
order and surrender war­
rant can be signed by the 
British home secretary 
anytime " after midnight

Wednesday, and the priso­
ner will be turned over to 
U.S. federal marshals "at a
convenient point, of depm'- 
ture," British officials 
said.

Details of Ray’s trans­
portation were a closely 
guarded secret, but it is 
expected he will be flown 
back to Memphis with, his 
guard on an American 
military or chartered com­
mercial aircraft.

Arthur J. Danes, Ray's 
American lawyer who jx*- 
turned to London Wednes­
day, told reporters he has 
asked to bo allowed to 
accompany Ray on the 
flight "because he (Ray) 
has a fear of being in the 
company of Justice De­
partment officials alone." 

■ Permission has been de­
nied by the Justice. De­

partment, ho 
complained.

; violation of
! constitutional rights, and 
i it is high-handed and it is 

wrong," he charged.
llanos said the Supreme. 

Court, lias ruled that a 
prisoner can be. questioned 
by authorities only in the 
presence of his lawyer, but 
he acknowledged'' that 
there was no ruling that 
the lawyer must accompa­
ny a man in custody, as in 
this case.

• The Birmingham law- 
iyer, in drawling Southern 

, accents—"All I want is 
I one itiy bitty break," he 

pleaded—said he had ad­
vised his client not to 
appeal the July 2 extradi­
tion ruling by a British 
court here.

'file appeal had bean 
prepared by Ray's court- 
appomka Brit!.-'!! solici­
tors, and July 2D had been 
set for a hearing on the 
appeal ,
‘ niuiCdiiom wore that

veveqd nines 
"This is a 

client's

(Indicate page, name of 
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the High Court would 
have made a quick job of 
dismissing the appeal any­
way, unci would have re­
fused permission for a 
f u r t h e r appeal to t h e 
House of Lords.

Hanos said he had ad­
vised Ray to waive the 
appeal so Jie can be re­
turned quickly to. Mem­
phis "and begin without 
further delay an effort to 
combat and counteract the 
unprecedented v i c i o u s 
and libelous press and 
television campaign to 
portray him (Ray) as a 
convicted murderer, mon­
ster, degenerate and dope 
addict.

•"This campaign violates 
our most sacred Anglo- 
Saxon precept that every 
man must be regarded as 1 
innocent, until he. is prov­
en guilty without reason­
able cl o u b t. Once my 
client is in Memphis, 
where ho can confer daily 
with me and others, we 
will find the whole truth 
and establish it."

Pressed on why Ray now 
wishes to return to the 
United States, Hanes said, 
"The man wants to get 
back io clear his name— 
its as simple as that." He 
reiterated his belief that

Ray is innocent of the 
assassination of Dr. King 
and called the prisoner by 
the alias of Sneyd, under 
which Pc Was booked here.

Hanos, who has defend­
ed others accused of civil 
rights m u r d e r s, com- 
plained that lie was im­
peded in preparing his 
case with Ray in Wands­
worth Prison here. "One 
guard was always over my 
shoulder and another over 
his," lie said. "It was like 
the pigeons in Trafalgar 
Square."

On. the other hand, he 
complimented British au­
thorities "on behalf of my 
client and myself," for 
having "so meticulously 
respected his rights." He

also complimented Ray's 
British solicitors. ‘ ‘ “

Hanes was pressed on 
why Ray might fear being 
in the presence of federal 
marshals. "I can’t explain 
it," he said, but he also 
said it appeared that the 
total resources of the fe­
deral government and of 
Tennessee were "out to 
get him (Ray)."

Hanes complained of 
Asst. U.S. Atty. Gen. Bred 
I'd. V i n s o n's visit here 
shortly after Ray's arrest 
and of his "demanding to 
see and be shown the 
prisoner. It appears not 
unlikely that Mr. Vinson, 
by this precipitate and un­
warranted action, h a s 
transgressed the rights of 
my client."
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LONDON (UPl)-James Earl 
Kay has abandoned his 
lesil fight against extradition 

■from Britain. The British 
i lawyer for the accused assassin 
iof Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
। said Ray probably would be 
sent, to the United States 
tomorrow or Kriclay.

Attorney Michael Eugene said 
'Ray would file no appeal 
iagainst the London Magistrate 
!Court order directing he be 
iret timed to the United States. 
iBut Eugene denied Ray had 
isigned a waiver of extradition.

The more apparently clears 
'the way for the 43:yKir-old ex- 
convict from Missouri's early 
trial in Memphis, Tomi., on 
charges he shot, down civil 
rights leader King from ambush 
last April 4. The Nobel Peace 
Prize' winner - fell from a 
snipers bullet as he hood on a 
Memphis motel balcony.

Eugene said Ray’s American 
attorney, Arthur Hanes Sr. of 
Birmingham, Ala., was cn route 
to London to talk to Ray. Ite 
said Hanes was expected to 
accompany Ray b a c k to the 
United States.

Ray has been in British 
custody since June. 8 when he 
was arrested at London’s 
Heathrow airport by Scotland 
Yard detectives. At the time lie 
carried Canadian passports 
.identifying him as “Ramon 
George Snoyd.” He has contend­
ed he is Sncyd since the arrest. 

' ATiuwJW for Ray hwruTsttrll

a.m. EDT today to file an 
appeal of the magistrate’s court 
ruling in the British High Court.. 
Failure to file the appeal leaves 
Ray free to be extradited once 
the British Home Secretary 
gives his approval. The time of 
his return depends upon when 
the home secretary signs the 
order. " ’
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Sticot Barricaded Before Court Building; 
Steel Plates Put Around Suspect's Cell

RY NICHOLAS C. C11E1SS
Times SIpU Writer

MEMPHIS — Cautious, 
authorities barricaded a 
street Thursday and en­
forced unprecedented se­
curity measures around 
and in the grimy old build­
ing where Jarnos Earl Ray 
will, bo held and tried.

The accu an of
Dr. Martin Luther King 
will be kept inside of the 
fortress - like C r i m i n a 1 
Courts Building in a third- 
floor cell block specially

__A few curious pedestri­
ans’ walked past the build­
ing. Occasionally cars on 
two side streets next to 
the building slowed or 
s t o p p e d to watch the 
guards around the building 
and television news crews 
standing by.

The Criminal Courts 
Building is being guarded 
inside and outside by uni- 
formccl officers and plain- 
clothesmen. In the back

air-conditioned and pro- parking lot, which has the 
tectcd on the outside by only direct entrance to the
massive IH-inch steel 
plates moved into place 
with cranes.

The half - century - old 
building once housed 
George K. (Machine Gun 
Kelly) Barnes, who was ar­
rested in Memphis after a 
crime spree in the 1930s, 
jail historian. S. A. (Foots) 
Barbaro reported.

Barricades were erect­
ed early Thursday closing 
'Washington St. in front 
of the building to all traf­
fic. One challenge to the

jail cells on the third, 
fourth and fifth floors, 
armed police keep the 
doors double-locked and 
prevent anyone from ap­
proaching.

Traffic, in the building 
was reduced to a mini­
mum. The corridor to ti e.
office of Sheriff William

curity during his incarcer­
ation and the upcoming 
trial."

During the day Morris 
held a number of confer­
ences with state, city and 
federal officials.
. A county sheriff'substa­
tion was virtually closed 
as men were transferred 
to the Criminal Courts 
Building to keep a round- 
the-clock guard. The coun­
ty officers were joined by 
city police and state high­
way patrolmen.

Ray's cell was air-condi- 
tioned because of the close 
confinement, plus the tem­
peratures that normally 
reach 100 inside the jail 

. during the summer.
The cell-block also is 

equipped with closed-cir­
cuit television to permit 
monitoring of the cell.

The courtrooms, one of 
which will be the scene of 
Ray's trial, are on the 
floors below the jail. It is 
presumed that the trial 
will be held in Memphis; 
Arthur J. Hanes, Ray's 
lawyer, has said he will 
not seek a change of 
venue.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Los Angeles, Calif.

w;

v vr ■ T ■ i ‘ Criminal Court Juck'e W.: y Morris Jr., in charge of ?reston Balt] who°
security, was barred by: . .. ’

building 
the jail 
window;

10-story
going up next to 
with dozens' of 

looking down on
the cell block where Ray 
will be held.

Tension Mounts

hour of Ray's arrival

two deputies. I
Asked for details on the 

security precautions, the 
harried M orris replied, 
"Unfortunately 1 also have 
an election on my hands." 
He is running for reelec­
tion and is entered in the 
Democratic primary here 
Aug. 1.

Later in the day, Morris 
issued a brief statement: 
"Preparations for the arri­
val of James Earl Ray in

try the case, issued a 
three-page, order Thurs­
day setting guidelines for 
the trial.

, In the order, he specifi­
cally forbade attorneys,

lice involved in the case
from ‘ interviews or

Memphis oing far­
'd and we wild bewell
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making statements about 
the Hay trial.

The order also stated. 
that no cameras would be 
allowed in the buildings, 
alleys or parking lots adja­
cent to the building. He 
said al! persons seeking 
admission to the court-" 
room would be searched.

Ray was indicted on a 
charge of first-degree mur­
der in the death of Dr. 
King, who was shot at a 
motel here April -1. He was 
also charged in a second 
indictment with carrying 
a dangerous weapon. A 
Shelby County Grand Jury 
returned the indictment 
May 7.

An authoritative source 
here said Thursday that 
Ray probably would not 
come to trial befQj’g^cp- 
tembormr October. Rie

five county criminal courts 
are in summer recess un­
til Sept. 16. Although no 
trials, are held during the 
summer, with only an oc­
casional exception, ar­
raignments and grand jury 
sessions are continued.

Ray's first appearance in 
Memphis outside his cell 
could come-soon after his

arrival, perhaps within a 
day 0)' so, at an arraign­
ment in one of the five 
criminal courts.

Sources said that if the 
defense or the state re­
quests a psychiatric exa­
mination, two jail doctors 
would conduct the preli­
minary test. If these phy7 
sicians felt that further

tests were necessary, spe­
cialists would be‘called in 
: and the examinations and

tsub sequent evaluation 
could take six to eigbA 
week, or even longer.

Hanes has indicated . lie 
_may use an insanity plea 

: on Ray's behalf.
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siTTgllli-,. lill /d 1.ho H’?!' CU- 
tronue h llit’ joil and a 
ipoweriwi <o;H-ch;ia,ht playod 
over an empty oh on ’wilding 
linden construct ion across the 
sired.

; Thon a black and white car 
roared up to the jail and a half- 
dozen detectives, wielding sub- 
iradiinc-suns jumped out ano 
tocikMIMons near the doors"''

A bus, pui'jxwdy parked in [Hanes said he didn't/want Ray 
front of the door, obscured thoU-mm^ cross-examined aiid"m-
view of newsmen, kept 
the street by strict 
regulations.

The armored car ; 
motorcade screeched it 
parking lot and pulled Uj 
rear door. Then Ihfie

acros errogated” on. tlie plane and. he
security advised him to “keep bis 

shut and not answer 
and its T^'imrs not even talk 
nio theb^ weaiher.”

mouth
‘ any 
about

the > Hanes said he would return to 
; ajthe United Slates later today.’

bustle of activity as uniformedi1’8 sa,« he expected Ray to be 
officers leaped from Ilie car,^*^ '^ ‘'probably October or

vehicle 
view.

shielded

Hour minutes after its 
the. car left.

' Arrivin 
Criminal 
Cohen, v

from! Kay, 40, was arrested at thej 
London airport on June S while 

.jvil| 'awaiting a plane to Brussels.
’pis passport identified him as 

^jRamon George Sneyd, He was

. PKiraii* ™mM4
. . escaping from a Missouribe the man to arraign Ray alj 1 ° 1
the jail, some 20 blocks from;' 
where King was slain as he Tay's hat to U.S. au-

thorities came last, night after 
British Home Secretary James! 
Callaghan signed an extradition 
order handed down July 2 by 

, \ . " .■■-■London’s Chief Magistrate
[during Ms (Hays) incarceration^.^,. Vjlt(1I, 
and the upcoming trial," s™^ j obsta(.j, 
T’haries Holmes, Public Infor-’ " 
imation Difeclor for Sheriff
.liam Morris

stood on 
Lorraine

‘■Every
.being tat

tiie balcony of the 
Motel.

possible measure, is 
cn to assure security

iremoval fro

removing the last 
to the fugitive’s 
Britain.

j Ray's hand over to American 
^ilhoriiies from the maximum

Ray s attorney, lorme.r Rw-$ c. c u r i 1 y wing o' London’s 
mmgiiam. Aki . Mayor Arl/iur, Wandsworth prison and his spin- 
J. Hanes Sr., complained in|iting away was. accomplished 
London that ho was not M'owe(.ljUiK|er one rg t^e strictest securi­
ty, wemimany his client '”> te[ty_cqverS seen in recent times 
High’ to tin' I nlw •Siaie.-.!jtj ];f)!lr'ioii,

The authorities managed to
dodge dozens of newsmen and
photographers on the alert out­
side the prison and at the main 
LoiUohMifmlds. ,
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Manacled 
bulletproof

tj

Force

Il:-v

info

prepared cell bm 
.' Courts Buiklh

'rom London, 
■d Jam 8. He 
Thuudw bv

not to appeal an extradition order. 
Part o’ Convey

After his arrival at a naval air
15 mi

mphis ho was
downtown

w swmphi L

city of Jocks 
convoy of pod

part of a

across the 
the Tcnne. e country

London, 
through 
and into

the jail resembled a polished milita-
ry operation.

Less than an hour cite jet

s t

at no Bov

T’r

rov rot

Jarnos Eorl Ray

be physically fit.’ 
jail he appeam 
haggard, his hair

As h entered tnc

there
was a beard stubble on 1 
He wore hornrimmed gku

Ray's; hands were mt 
front, of him, the handcuf

in
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tQ-iLW hither belt that 
circled his w a i s t and 
looped tight.'/between his 
legs. Protective clothing 
had been placed over his 
stiff mew summer shirt.

His arrival climaxed two 
clays of security precau­
tions around and in the 
building, Minutes before 
the convoy arrived at the 
ju.il here, 31 helmeted, and 
heavily armed deputies 
emerged from the build­
ing and began to surround 
it.

The guards cocked their 
shotguns and kept their 
fingers on the triggers. 
Several minutes later the 
first car of the convoy 
pulled into the parking lot 
and five men carrying 
submachine guns jumped 
out and spread out into a 
circle.

Then two motorcycle 
patrolmen and a police car’ 
led the white van carrying 
Kay into the area.

O b 5 c u r e s T r a n s i a r
Tire van pulled up to the 

jail entrance and more 
men carrying submachine 
guns s p r a n g out. 0 n e 
stood atop the vehicle 
scanning the surrounding 
buildings. A large bus was 
pulled up to the jail en­
trance to obscure the 
transfer from spectators 
on the street nearby.

Ray was removed from 
the vehicle through a side 
door, his arms held tightly 
by guards, and he walked 
haltingly up the steps into 
the building.

Friday afternoon au­
thorities said Iley had 
slept in his cell, had eat­
en and "seemed to bo at 
cased ' w ; "

Ray's first appearance 
hove outside his cell' is 
expected to be at his 
arraignment, probably in 
a day or so. His trial is not 
expected to start until 
September or October.

Sheriff William. N. Mor­
ris said Criminal Court 
Judge W. Preston Battle, 
60, would preside over 
Ray's trial. He said the 
courtroom bad not been 
selected.

Ray's attorney, Arthur 
J. Hanes Sr. of Birming­
ham, Ala., arrived in Mem­
phis late Friday.
. The arrival of Ray in 
Memphis came 15 weeks 
suer the assassination of 
Dr. Ring on April 4. The 
civil rights leader had 
come to Memphis to lead a 
series of protest marches 
in support of striking sani­
tation workers, most of 
whom were Negroes.

Dr. King was shot as he 
stood on a balcony at the 
Lorraine Motel, where he 
was staying. '..... .... -
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James Earl Ray was flown last 
week from London to Memphis, 
whore, lie will face trial on murder 
charges in the assassination of Dr. 
Marlin Luther King.

best thing for him to do. 
Friday morning before

(I it was the

n, Ray,

lortress-like criminal courts build­
ing m a third-floor cell block 
especially a i r - conditioned and 
protected on the. outside by massive 
.Iha-inch steel plates. Television 
cameras were switched on when, he 
arrived so deputies could monitor 
his every move.

The move to the United Stales 
came more quickly than 'expected 
after Ray instructed his attorneys to 
waive his apical of a July 2 British 
Ok’l radUJ.on order. He said he had 
made the decision after considering

dressed in bullet-proof clothing, was 
flown to Millington Naval Air 
Station outside Memphis in a C-135 
and then driven into town in a 
13,000-pound armored car accompa­
nied by a motorcade of six patrol 
cars and seven motorcycles.

Criminal Judge Preston Battle, 
selected in a vote of fellow judges to
preside at the trial,' issued, 
prohibiting principals in the

rules 
case

from talking about it.
Left temporarily behind in Lon­

don was Arthur J. Hanes, Kay's 
American lawyer, who had boon 
denied permission to accompany his 
client. "The entire affair was bizarre 
in the extreme," he saide

tJr
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Dr. King Shying rraigned in Memphis Court;
Both Sides Agree Proceeding Wil! Probably Taka 6 Weeks

BY NICHOLAS C. CHRTSS 
Tims Staff Wrinr

MEMPHIS — James Earl Ray 
pleaded not guilty Monday to an 
indictment charging him with first- 
dogrec murder in the slaying of Dr. 
Martin Luther King.

Criminal Court Judge W. Preston 
Battle set Nov. 12 as Ray's trial date.

Ray, through, his attorney, Arthur 
J. Hanes, also pleaded not guilty to 
a second indictment charging him. 
with carrying a dangerous weapon.

The arraignment was Ray’s first 
court appearance in the United 
States since being extradited from 
London. last Friday. He was arrested 
in London June 8.

Surrounded by Guards
T b e arraignment proceedings 

lasted 12 minutes. Dressed in a new 
blue shirt, a blue tie and a blue 
checked sport jacket and trousers, 
the 40-year-old Ray walked into the 
courtroom peering down at the floor 
and looking neither to the left nor to 
the right. He was surrounded by 
guards.

In the arraignment, Hanes waived 
an opportunity offered from the 
bench to file a pauper's oath on 
behalf of Ray, but he reserved the 
right to do so later.

After the arraignment, Hanes said 
in an interview that. Ray was 
showing a "lively interest" in the 
legal proceedings. During ths short 
arraignment Ray whispered twice 
to Hanes but made no comments 
aloud.

Juugc^Batile, who conducted the

arraignment, will also preside at the 
trial.

The prosecution was represented 
by Dist. Atty. Gen. Phil A. Canale 
Jr. and his assistants, R. K. Dwyer 
and Lloyd Rhodes.

In the arraignment, while discuss­
ing the possible trial date, both 
Hanes and Canale said they agreed 
that the trial probably would take 
about six weeks.

Hanes was accompanied in the 
courtroom by his son and law 
partner, Arthur J. Hanes Jr. The 
elder Hanes is a former mayor of 
Birmingham, Alm, who successfully 
defended three Idansmen against 
state charges accusing them of the 
slaying of a civil rights worker, Mrs. 
.Viola Liuzzo.

Two Sent to Prison Later
Two of the three kdansmen, how­

ever, were later sentenced to prison 
terms by a federal court on charges 
of conspiracy in Mrs. Liuzzo's death.

The courtroom in which Monday’s 
arraignment took place seats 60 to 
70 persons and is situated almost 
directly below the four-unit cell 
block that Ray occupies on the third 
floor of the Criminal Courts Build­
ing here.

Nearly 30 sheriffs deputies were 
in the courtroom. About 20 news­
men and a handful of spectators,
includin’ were thor­
oughly searched, given identifica-

(Indicate page, name of

1-1 Los Angeles Time, 
Los Angeles, Calif

Date:

Edition:

Author:

Editor:

Title:

7/23/68
Home

Nicholas C.Chris
Nick Be Williams

MURKIN

Character:

Classification: ^ 44-1574
Submitting Office:LOS AhgelSS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



|i.on_Takds, photographed 
and told to recite their 
names, home addresses 
and employers before a 
television camera before 
entering the courtroom.

Shortly after the ar­
raignment began, and in 
answer to a question from 
the judge, Hanes replied 
that he would like both of 
the two indictments to be 
read aloud in the court­
room.

Judge Battle informed 
Hanes he did not have to 
enter a plea Monday but 
could wait until a later 
date if he chose. However, 
Hanes said he was ready 
to enter a plea.

When Judge Battle be­
gan to discuss a possible 
trial date ho 'said, "We 
certainly want to give 
both sides as much time as 
needed.". •

Hanes and Canale told 
the judge they had dis­
cussed a possible trial date 
and at first talked about 
the latter part of Septem­
ber. They said, however, 
that a September begin­
ning might bring them 
into conflict with, the 
November 5 general elec­

tion, possibly making it 
difficult -for some~jurods 
and court employes to 
vote.

They said they had 
settled on Nov. 12, and 
that they did not think 
jurors would mind hear­
ing the case through 
Thanksgiving.

Later, outside the court­
house, Hanes conceded to 
reporters for the first time 
that James Earl Ray was 
his client's real name. 
When arrested in En­
gland, Ray said his name 
was "Sneyd" and was still 
using it as late as last 
week.

Also, later in the after­
noon Canale revealed that 
Charles Q. Stephens, 46, 
was in jail under $100,000 
bond as a material witness 
in the. case. Stephens had 
been in protective custody, 
but, Canale said, "Rather 
than continue voluntary 
protective custody, we de­
cided we'd ask Judge 
Battle to issue a material 
witness warrant."

Stephens told police he 
saw a man flee from the 
r o o m i n g house where 
officers say the sniper was 
standing when he shot Dr. 
King.
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Shelby County Sheriff^ William 
Morris, r e p 1 y i n g to complaints 
lodged by an unidentified Negro ' 
organization, denied that James 
Earl Ray, the accused assassin of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, was receiving 
preferential treatment in his Mem­
phis jail cell. Morris said Ray's cell 
has "the normal jail equipment—a 
bunk and a lavatory," and he cleans 
up his own cell. He said Ray has no 
television set of his own, but 
watches a small set provided for his 
guards. Morris said the cell tele­
phone is for the guards and has 
no outside connection. He added 
that Ray^ats the same food as other 
prisoners, . .
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Strict new guidelines forbidding 
'InYmTcdvs or press conference,? for 
pub]icity'; by anyone connected with 
the case were handed down in 
Memphis by the judge who will 
preside in the trial of James Earl 
Ray for the murder of Dr. Martin 
Luther King. Judge W. Preston 
Battle acted after a committee of 
eight attorneys reported that his 
previous order had been violated. 
Named as violators were Arthur 
Hanes, Ray's attorney; Shelby Coun­
ty Sheriff William Morris; U.S. Atty. 
Qen. Ramsey Clark and .kknnphis 
attorney‘Russell X. Thompson! '
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