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cloak of scerecy ar

James Tarl Ray was but-
toned tighter T'vesday un-
der a new cowrt order
forbidding lawyers and
other court ofiivers from
making virtually @y cou

tor handed down
hy Judge W, Precton

Battle {othids those con-
neected with the ¢

gardless of how 1‘{»1@10!@1}; ;

—f{row granting inter-

views or holding press

conferences. .

It enjoined themr {rom
making - any  out-of-court
comments on a gpecifia lisct
of subjects or ’rny ana all
other statemenis which

~may be prejudicial to a
fair trial by an impartial
jury in this case"

Specifieally - ruled  out

Swere any  coments o

Aol Ctrntac
legal sirategy,

(Mounf Chppmg in Space Below)

Baltle, who will nr

‘over RNay's Gial o

wurder of D, Mactin 1 Tin
t]“ 1 1;i (R IF’L (L{‘F
cornmitice of c):;»‘tlm :
reported it found . "p voba-
ble case” 10 helieve hig’
previous o-publicity
edict had beent v w] wled.
The ‘(t()l’nmi((CF’“ report

said these probable viole-
tions were contalned in

slaternents made hy U.S.

|

Atty. Gen. Rams ey Clavk; ™

Sheriff Willlam N, Morris

Jr; Arthur J. Lfmek> of
Jirmingham, Ray's atior-
ey, and Mcrm)’ is lawyer

Rusgell X nomp.\on.

Datde'* ovder said dlb'
position of the =l
violct'ons

mea
teinpt- of»wmt C
\\fould, be reserved ntil
later "in the interest of
preserving  the constitu-

. tional rights of all con-

cerned and protecting the
orderly  preparation and
proziess of the trial"
Batile had named the
cormitlee of lawyers on
Sunday, one day after
Hanesg in an airport press
confcren ¢e here had
charzed that I'{a) 's rights

3

veere be eing violated by the

ght gecurity wrecantions

at the county jail,
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MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) -
The cloak of secrecy around
James Earl Ray has been but-
toned even tighter under a
new court order forbidding at-
torneys ang cther court officers
from making virtually any com-
meunts in the case.

The order handed down by
Judge W. Preston Battle forbids
those connected with the case-—
regardless of how remotely-—
from granting interviews or
holding press conferences.

1t enjeined them from making
any out-of-court comments on a
specific list of subjects or “any
and all other sfalements which
may be prejudicial fo a fair
trial by an imparfial jury in
this case.

Specifically ruled oul were
any comments on legal strate-

Baftle, the judze who will pre-
side over Ray’s trial for murder
.in_the glaying of Dr. Martin Lu-
‘ther King Jr., acled after a

1

(Mount Clipping in Space Belov)

commitice of eight attorneys re-
ported it found “‘probable
cause” to believe his previous
no-publicity edict had been vio-
lated. .
The committee’s report said
these probable violations arose
from statements made by U.S.
Afly. Gen. Rasey Clark: Sher-:
iff William N. Morris Jr.; A
thur J. Hanes of Birmingham,,
Ray's atltorney, and Memphis:
atlorney Russell X. Thompson.
Battle had named the commil-
tee of atlorneys on Sunday, one
day after Hanes in an airport
press  conference here had
charged that Ray’s rights were
being viclated by the tight secit-
rity precautions at the county
jail. o
Hanes also sald King was
slain here April 4 as part of a
“Communist left-wing conspira-
cy” and that Ray was a victim
of the same plol. oo
Ray’s trial is set for Nev. 12
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PAUL COATES

- Eric Galt’s Tmﬂmzmd

~ Some Puzﬂm Angl@&

Come with me along a winding
trail that, unforttmately, ends in the
curve of a question mark. ,
~ When Dr. Martin Luther King was
assassinated, I was in Puerto Vallar-

ta, Mex., where I have many com-
padres. Among them are Mexican
artist Manuel Lepe, his wife, Laura,
and her sister, Susana Quieroz, who
manages the Hotel Tropicana.

On the day I was leaving, we had a
farewell luncheon and, naturally,.
our conversation dealt with the
tragedy in Memphis and with the
rumor, then current, that the killer
had fled to the nemby town of
Mazatlan—a rumor fed by .the
sudden appearance of a Mexican
Coast Guard cutter that anchored in
the bay and whose sailors, armed
with rifles, were patrolhng the
beaches.

Huotel “Tropicana”

Fueets Hallark, Jalisen, Mévicn,
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-~ I recall somebody's saying, "Puer-
to Vallarta is the least likely place
for a wanted man to hide out in
. ‘Mexico. The American colony here
is very clannish. They'd ‘notice a
stranger immediately and find out
all about him." ..
That theory seems ironical now.
You see, Eric Galt was in Puerto
Vallarta.
I learned recently that some three
" weeks after I left, a couple of FBI
agents visited the town. At the Rio
Hotel, they showed a sketch of the
wanted man and asked if he had

information that he had been a
guest in the hotel.

He-gave the agents a registration
card, signed "Fric 8. Galt."

Then, the FBI men went to the
Tropicana Hotel and asked Susana if
she would look through her records
and find Galt's registration. They
said they knew he had stayed there.
She checked and confirmed that he
had. Only, this time, he had regis-
tered as "Eric Galt" with no middle |
initial. l

i

" bered the man and volunteered the ' © Why did Ray-Galt, _the man

accused of plotting Martin Luther
King's murder, leave Birmingham
and go to Mexico six months before
Memphis? L
- 06 And why did an escaped convict
on the lam drive a white Mustang, a
car that might have attracted
attention in Puerto Vallarta? Was it
just bungling, or part of a carefully
planned conspiracy?

© Was this really Ray-Galt, or
some other man acting as.a decoy?

The answers, of necessity, would

I obtained duplicates of the regis-- just be conjecture. But, in Friday's

tration slips from both hotels. They column, 1'll explore them, =

stayed there. The manager remeii- §how thal the man representing

himself as Galt had checked into the
Rio on Oct. 19, 1967, and later moved

to the Tropicana, where he stayed
* until Nov. 13,
He claimed U.S. nationality and’

had listed his residence as: 2608
' v Highland Avenue,
i Birmingham, Ala.
' This, as we now
know, is the ad-
! dress of the board-
i ing -house where
. James Earl Ray,
alias Galt, had
rented a room un-
til early October
Jast year.
Employes of
- both hotels have
vague recolleec-
' tions of the man,
whom they de-
* geribe as "quiet,"
but they distinctly
remember his car
'— a 1966 white
Mustang,. ’
Now, I find
myself asking a lot
of puzzling ques-
Tons. ™~ -
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;‘m Blrmmgham or Mexico?

! Let me trace the story of the man
- known as Eric Starvo Galt.
¢ He was "born" during the summer
' of 1967, at the age of 36, when James
’Earl ‘Ray, an escaped convict, ap-
-parently began to use that alias. On
'Aug. 26, Galt rented a room in a
boarding-house "at 2608 Highland
Ave., Birmingham, Ala,

» On Aug. 30, a 1966 white Mustang
was purchased from a Birmingham

resident, William Paisley, and re-’

registered in Galt's name. It is
reported that the buyer paid cash
for it. Then Galt applied for an
Alabama driver's license, which was
issued on Sept. 6. It listed his age as
36 and described him as: "5 feet-11,
175 1bs., brown hair, blue eyes."
I * '

He stayed at the boarding-house

for about six weeks. His room was

on the ground floor and he pagked
his car on the street. And, ac i

exceptmg the last
ate out. T don't know where."
Cherpes also said that Galt never
had. any callers or telephone calls
during his stay, and that he paid his
weekly bill in cash and on time.

On Oct. 7, 1967, he checked out,

saying that he was going to Mobile

to find a job. For the next two
months, he seems to have disap-
peared None of the newspaper
stories covers his exact whereabouts
until mid-December, when he turned
up in Long Beach, Cahforma

But now, part of that gap is filled.
As reported in Wednesday's column,
I have duphcate ‘registration: slips

.from two hotels in Puerto Vallarta,

Mexico. -They indicate that - Eric
Galt, or 2 man using that name, who

Tlsted” the nghland Ave, ad.dress, S

was in this resort town from Oct. 19
through Nov. 13, 1967. And residents

of Puerto Vallarta remember a-
~ white Mustang seen in town during

the same time.

But what was going on in Bii-
mingham while Eric Galt was
"vacationing” in Mexico?

You will remember that on Oct. 30,
Dr. Martin Luther King returned to
that Alabama city to serve a five-
day jail sentence and was taken to
the jail at suburban Begssemer, a city
described as a Ku/ Klux Klan
stronghold. On Nov. 1, he was
secretly moved at night to the
downtown Birmingham' jail. At the
time, Bessemer's chief warden said:
". % . there's no doubt about it—the
Birmingham jail is safer.”

Safer from what? ‘

Mel Bailey, sheriiff of Birming-

ham's Jefferson County, recalls that

he threw a tight security net around
Dr. King during those five days.
Bailey believes that a conspiracy
existed to- murder the civil rights
leader and has said that the killing
probably was planned in Birming-
ham. Bailey also said that there was
evidence that Galt was in Birming-
ham at the same time as Dr. King
last October and November.

*

If the Sheriff was right, if Galt was
indeed in Birmingham, then who
was the man who registered in two
Puerto Vallarta hotels as Erie Galt?
And what about the white Mustang?
Was this the same car that wag

bought by Galt in Birmingham, seen .
- in Memphls at the time of the
' assassination and, eventually, found

abandoned: in Atlanta‘?

. These questions muét be‘ an-
swered Until they are, we will not

know if Martin’ Luther ngs mur-

- der was the work of one man or th,e

result of a conspiracy.

——

» Erlc Galt S Trall Was He
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However, Huis and the Jawyer,
Arthuwr J. Haones of Birmpinghem
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Huie, in a telephone interview
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a 10,000-word porsonal account of
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| fAm=esdakia]l witness in the co g
trfal of the man acclised ofn‘—ﬁpﬁx
ating Dr. Martin Luther King- has
Been. ordered réleased from - jail.
LGitedit. Court ' Judge Widliam
‘OHlearn ruled in Memphi ’
;that the witness, ’

siw a ‘man run. fi‘om a Memphls

‘tooming - ‘house  bathroom - where
investigators say Dr. King's assagsin.

“was standing ‘when -the - fatal ‘shot
SWas. fired, The tria} of ‘the_ accused
' z.lames Farl Ray, Is scheduled
:{0.begin Nov. 12, =

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

=2 Los Angeles Times
Los Angeles, Calif,

Date: 8/22/68
Edition: Hme
Author:

Editer: N ek B. Williams

Title:

MURKIN

Character:
or

Classification: [,A ]4_&-157”_
Submitting Office: [0 8 Angel s

Being Investigated
- é

SEARCHED CEXED. H,.ﬁ»...
SER‘AL'ZED {”ﬂ‘m F‘LED .imu IYCTY 1

AUCE 2 9l v

[ FBI—-LOS ANGELES ;‘. %

g

P i N
Yy I8y )8




FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Lindquist said the red light

T porfods wsually last about 70

ra

2§

«1(@

minutes while the food of 72 ot
er prisoner “gets cold . .. When
they get finished with Ray and
our food is cold, they open back!
up, come around and unlock our
doors so we can eat."”

Lindquist said reading mate-
rial had been shut off to prison

. MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AF) —
Maximum security efforts to
guard the man charged with the
murder of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. has drawn critism
from another prisoner in the
Shelby County Jail.

Carl - Lindquist charged that
guards were neglecting other in-
mates because of rigid meas-
ures adopted for the security of
James Earl Ray.

Ray is confined in a steel-
shuttered cell and subjected tol
round-the-clock  lighting  and
television scrutiny.

Lindquist told of a red light| .
alert which flashes on whenever|
the door to Ray’s cell is opened.

“Since James E. Ray has:
been here,” Lindruist said, “on:
many occasions they (guards)
have set our food on the benches
in front of our cell and went on
red lig‘nt which is when they

ers since Ray was incarcerated,
_presumably to preclude the pos-
sibility of any weapnn or explo-
sives being slipped into jail.
Lindquist was jailed on
»harges of carrying a pistol and
robbery with a deadly weapon.
Ray’s attorney, Arthur Hanes
of Birmingham, .also has pro-
tested the security measures
but for a different reason. He
said the constant moniforing of

: his client constituted “cruel and

inhuman treatment” and added.

that he feared for his cllent

health.

Ray is schednled to go on trial
Nov. 12 for King's slaying. The
civil rigats leader wag_cut down
by an assassin's bullet Aprir
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MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP)
James FEar!l Ray, who s
charged with murdering Dr,
Martin Luther King, Jr., is fi-
nencing his defense by selling
his life story, an Alabama au-
tiler hes said,

William  Bradford Huia  of
Hariselle, Ala., said he has paid
$25,630 to Ray shwes July 18,
when Ray was Dbrought here
frem London sad juiled to aweall
2 Nov. 12 irial.

daliversd io me a firs:

of 10,000 words, 173

in longhang, a month
| IR T o 4% .
sald Puic, “Gi then he

delivared 03 WoLes

Mo visit Ray and speads his

time in RMeraphic visiting such
places as tue Lorraine Motel
whiere King was fatally weanded
while standing on a balcony
April 4.

Huie, vho hes written a serics
of best sollers, said he expects
Ray o produce another 30,000
wois's which will be polished
ity a biography.

“Meanwiile, T work through
Ray's  chiel coursel, Arthur
Haues Sroof Birmingham,” said
iuie. “In return for his legal

vices, he has a lien on every-

: 1 pay Ray--I suppose on

thing Ray has or gets.”

Hanes has refused in the past
to say who is paying for Ray’s

gefinse,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

A8

Herald.

Rl

Los Angeleos,

Date:
Edition:
Author:
Editor:
Title:

Charccter:

or

Classification: T 4

] Being Investigated
] g :

e e
LN TE

Yol )57 f = )

/
o

0
o

.

Ll




(Mounf Clipping in

4
%

MEMPHIS Tenn (AP)—Dist.
'ATty. Gen. Phil Canale has de-
nied a defense charge that
guard§ eavesdrop over micro-
pnones on convezsatlon 5~ be-
tween James Earl Ray
attorney, Arthur B.

Canale, in a
yesterday to defense motions
filed last week, said the micro-
phones in Ray’s jail cell are
turned off during his talks with
Hanes, former mayor of Bir-
mingham,

- - -

Ray 15 scheduled to ze on

2oy
o H

Spoce Bclow)

Zr:\f::’ﬁ C\P\] {451\4 iy

A

JURRCRY ‘::". 3 5
£5 a1

trial Nov. 12 for the sniper
assassination of Dr. Martin Lu-
t{ther King Jr. last April 4.

“In truth and fact,” -Canale
said, “The petitioner Hanes has

islhad tests performed at his re-

ouest showing to the petitioner's
satisfaction that his conferences
with Ray cannot be heard by
guards in the cell.”

The defense motion asked

Criminal Court Judge W. Pres-

ton Battle to order Sheriff Wil-
liam Morris to “‘cease and de-

sist” using television cameras,

bright lights and microphohes
to monitor Ray’s tightly guard-

ed cell on the third floor of the
county jail building.

Hanes contended he had never
been able to talk to the prisoner

subjected to the scrutiny of tele-
vision cameras and micro-
phones,

Battle is scheduled to hear
arguments on the motions Fhi-
diy, the same day set for a

htarmg on a con

y Jadhilton of the Mem-
phis Prp€s-Scimitar and Charles
Edm z

why thé€y should not be held in
contempt for violating the
COLllt’% pre- tnaI

without the presence of at least
two guards and without being

Commercnl.

ant1 qulich‘y
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MEMPHIS Tenn. (AP) — Ar-
thur J. Henes raised the possi-
bility’' Fyfday that he may with-
draw as defense attorney for
James Earl Ray, the man
charged in the slaying of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

“Serious difficulties have ari-
sen between nie and my client
on the besi way to handle this
defense,” Hanzss told Shelby|
County Criminal Comtt. “At]
some future day I may have to
withdraw as counsel {or James
‘Earl Ray.” -

Hanes surprise statement,
which he said was agreed to
;Thursday, came at the end of a
:ﬂay-long hearing on whether
iHanes and three other persons
ishould be held in conteinpt of
rcourt  for newspaper articles
iconcerm‘ng Ray’s treatment in
jail. .

Hanes told the court he made
|'his statement “out of no fear”
‘of what might happen to him. “I
‘can take anything you can hand
'down,” he said.

He also lashed out at the com-
mittee of attorneys which
watches over pre-trial publicity
and said he would do his best
for his client regardless of any
prejudice by the committee. “I
think prejudice was shown like
grandmother’s petticoat under a
miniskirt,” he said.

The hearing was continued
until Monday morning.

Hanes denied earlier that he
‘had made any statements preju-
idicial to his client’s case in the
‘past and said, “I do not intend
ito do £0 ia the future.” X

\
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Ray's Attorney

"

Contempt

MEMPHIS (B — The
judge who will try James
Earl Ray held four per-
sons in contempt Monday
on charges they violated
his guidelines restricting
pretrigl publicity in the
case. 4

Arthur J. Hanes, the
attorney for the man
charged with the assassin-
ation of Dr. Martin Luther
King, two Memphis news-
paper reporters and a
private investigator hired
by Hanes were held in
contempt by Criminal

Court Judge W. Preston
Battle.

Called 'Prejudicial’

Battle ruled that com-
ments by Hanes and the
investigator carried in sto-
ries written by the repor-
ters were "extremely pre-
judicial and constitute a
clear and present danger"
to impaneling an impartial
jury to try Ray.

Battle withheld punish-
ment until a later date,
indicating future con-
duct of the four men
might possibly mitigate or
purge the contempt find-
ing.

After the hearing, court
was reconvened and the
atforney for the reporters
—Ray Hamilton of the

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

v FHeld in

for Publicity

Press-Scimitar and
Charles Edmundson of the
Commercial Appeal —
asked the judge either to
reconsider his ruling or
sentence the newsmen im-
mediately.

Battle denied the motion
to reconsider and said he
was not ready to impose
sentence.

Leaves Court Open

The attorney, Ezra K.
Bryan, contended that
holding sentences in abey-
ance would prevent the
reporters from appealing.
This, he said, left the way
open for any court to
abridge freedom of speech
and the press.

Bryan called Battle's ac-
tion
virulent best," and added:
"The reporters and the
newspapers are in limbo
not under an order of the
court but in the threat of
punishment by the court.”

"Like it or not," Judge
Battle said, "it's my duty
to follow justice and that's
what I've done." '

Trial courts, the judge
said, had not sought the
authority to rezulate pre-
trial publicity but had the
burden thrust upon them
by the U.S. Supreme Court
in its ruling on the Dr.
Sam Sheppard cgse, The
high court ruled then, he

"censorship at its,

[ .

said, that the Sheppard
trial court should have
moved to regulate out-of-
court news accounts,
Hanes and the investi-
gator, Renfro T. Hays,
denied making some state-
ments attributed to them
in newspaper stories deal-
ing with
Bay's cell in the county
jail. Hanes said that any
comments he may have
made to newsmen were

points he had already
raised in court. '

Hays denied making
statements attributed to

him in a story written by

Edmundson on Ray's jail |
cell. The reporter insisted '
that the story was true !
and Judge |
Battle, noting the conflict- |

and factual
ing testimony, said the
"court believes Mr. Ed-
mundson.” )

In another developmeni
Monday, Ray appeared in
open court and lost a

1

I umotion to have security iz~

his cell eased.

!
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.. MEMPHIS, Tenns (AP) — Rays appearance in  court
James Farl Ray, neatly dressed|was his first since he was ar-
and heavely guarded, has ap- [raigned July 22. He wore a blue
peaved in open court and lost a jsuit, white shirt and blue tie and
mation lo have security in his{sat behind Hanes with three
Shelby County Jail cell eased. |deputies behind him.

In holding the security meas-| Ray. who said nnthing at thc
ures are reasonahle and neces-|nearing. contended thar tight s
sary, Judge W.Pm&mtRmnemﬂw(mmnmm~“mmimmm A-5 Herald-Examiner
told Rav, who is charged withjaround-the-clock lighting and — Los Angeles, Calif,
murdericg Dr. Martin Luther{{ull-time television surveillance,
King Jr., that if he has troublej—coustitute cruel and inhuman
sleeping, he should “get one of [punishment.
these black masks and put itj “The court is of the opinjon
over his-eyes.” that the measures taken are

Battle also held in contempt|reasonabie,” Battle said. ,
four persons who were accused| Baitle rulel that comments
of violating a han on prejudicialiby Hanes and the invesligator,
publicity in the Ray case. Theland carried in stories written by
“four are Arthur J. Hanes Sv.jthe reporters, were “extremely
Ray’s chief attorney; a pxivate prejudicial and constitute  a
investigator and two newspaper|clear and present danger” to
reporters. . impaneling an impartial jury to
Hanes, meanwhile, who hadjtry Ray.
gaid last week he might have to| Battle withheld punishment
withdraw from the case, saidfuntil a later date, indicating fu-
vesterday he will continue be-jture conduct of the four men
cause Ray “has reaffirmed hisjmight possibly mitigate or
faitirrme).” purge the COHteﬂJp»flﬂd‘ﬂ“
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MEMPHIS (¥ — James
Earl Ray, who is charged
with murdering Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, may
never testifly in his own
defense.

Arthur Hanes Sr.,, Bir-
mingham lawyer who is
chief defense counsel, said
the decizion to put Ray on
the stand or keep him off
may not he made until
"the moment the prosecu-
tion resis its case and the
judge tells me to call my
first witness.

"That's when I'll have to
decide, because under
Tennessee law the defense
must call as its first wit-
ness the defendant him-
self," if he is to be called.

If that happens, the
. prosecution under cross-
examination could bring
out Rav's record as a thief
and robber and the fact

that be is an escaped con- -

vict.
Single Bullet

Ray is scheduled to go
on trial in Shelby County
Criminal Court here Nov,
12. He is charged with
first degree murder in the
sniper assassination of Dr.
King, who was slain by a
single bullet April 4 as he
leaned on the balcony

lailing of a . downtown
_Inotel. S —

{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

The Negro apostle of
nonviolence was in Mem-
phis to give support to
striking garbage workers,
almost all of them Negroes,
who were locked in a
vitriolic battle for higher
wages with the city admi-
nistration.

Hones indicated in an
111\‘(,1\1ew in Birmingham
that he may move for

. postponement in the trial

date. He sald  security
precautions at the Shelby

County jail were unset--

tling to Ray, explaining
that Ray is kept in con-
stant light and is watched
continually by shifts of
two guards as well as hy
closed - circuit  television
surveillance.

"He may be unfit men- |

tally to rcally participate
in the defense," Hanes
faid. "He neceds some res t
and pm acy." !

' In discussing the tﬁ;T
and possible defense pro¥-
. lems or maneuvers, Hanes
i said that "as far as any-

thing regarding Ray's
background, it is all just
newspaper and magazine
material.

"The jury is going to
have to be Tound that will
be able to look at Ray as
though it doesn't know
anything at all about the
press and television re-
POt R
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h--1 Herald-Exsminer
Los Angeles, Calif,

right dispatch by reporter Jim
Squnc* from \lem;hmquoled

“sources close to the case” as
to the line of Ray’s defense.

The newspaper said mlmorous
sources have indicated “the de-
fense will claim Tay pl wved
quoted Ray about the money ofionly a small part in a master
‘ler in the first installment of zplot <o complex and far-reach-
e the e e that cvan o B fabireach pate:  10/29 /68
“eeries which began Monday i ing that eveo Ray does not know ith inal

A Look ]7]8?871110 who m:?fvt(‘llﬂlﬂ(l(‘d i Edition: N.Lg t F.Lnd

The Tenncssean. in its Mond Apparently, no effort will be Author:

ssean,

1 ‘qu:\,f'; 3 $15,000 day editions, said Ray will made by the defense to show Editor: Donald Goodeno

Sy caliclaim that he was only  “dedwho masterminded the alleged Title:

€oy” in 2 plot to kil King in apiconspiracy, the paper said. MURKTN

swer o the stefe of Tennossca’s The Tennesscan story said the ’

contention that Ruy acted as adefense theory is that Ray's

suys thellone assassin. mmovements in Memphis were Character:

aiper slay- Ray, an cscapec from  the d_esig;ned to set him up as Une or .

, ’],ozm_.i Missouri State Prison, goes Oll\l”("l' o Teave a false trail white Classification: T,/ 1411...]_571;.

’ ovt lrial in Shelby County Cri mmal somwinie else shot King. submitting Office: 1,08 Angele
iS DS Court at Memphis Nov. 12 on &' [luie said Ray, who has been
£ LIV ofer murder ehnrge. wriling - autobigraphical notes [[] Betng Investigated

b maie a \\ffl’} yrission to The Tenncssean story; a wu-“l hl\ jail cell in Memphis for P .

srminghan, Ala, . ) use by Huie in a book, told him — z /j R R

|peiiiliam Bradiord- 2yl the mosey offer 1o leave Canads /- o~ '

¢

came rom “a man whom Ray
calls Raoul and describes to me =
ias being a bi/mrl Latin about 33, ’

]and W h(nn ey ok to e a sea-

i

.“_,*:{7\ ﬁ//{/

A
e
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Ray told of a half a dozen
mitetings - with - Raodi™fije
said.

Huie quoted Ray as saying the
proposition boiled down to {njs:

Ray was lo meet Raoul in
Windsor and muake scveral trips
‘across the border from Windsor
to Detroit, carrying packages
with unspecified contents-hidden
in the car, '

Ray would then sell the car
and  proceed  to Briminghanm
where he wouldlie ow, try to es-
tablish a false identity and
awail instructions by general
delivery mail, , |

Raoul was o pay Ray’s living
expenses and go (o Birmingham

DUTRAY R Csuitabiz-cart
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Three or fowr weeks before Martin
Luther King was assassiiiatled™ i
Maemphis, a Hollywood plastic sur-
geon operaled here on a man who
identified himself as Eric Gall, an
attorney said Tuesday night.

Bennet Olan, attoracy for Di.
Ruseel ¢ Hadley, told The Times
the plastic surgery was a minor
operation "thal wouldn't materially
change the man's appearance.”

James Farl Ray, accused of mur-
dering the civil righis leader, was
known in the Loz Angcleas aves
eavlier this vear as Evie Storvn Galt,
according to the F'BI. Ray, arresitd
in London after the April 4 ass
allors, i3 now awailing trial
Memphis. .

Ulan said the plastic surgery "may
have been on the fourth or the 11th
of March, T forget which." He
declined to give details about the
operation, even declining te specily
that it was facial surgery.

Olan said he and Dr. Hadley
reported the surgery to the FBI
rafier the name of Evic Galt hogan to
figure in accountz of the King
killing.

Olan also =aid he doecsn't think
Dr. Hadley has heen subpoenead as
a witness in Ravy triel. "L don't
helieve what he did was 1Fat
relevant," Olan said.

o1 hzd ne
"ladependent vecollection” of Gult
beyond the man's name in hiz
"medical records,
Olan szid Galt =
referred to Dr. Fladley
Angeles Couniy Medical Asan, ;
he asked o the name of 2 qualified
_surgeon in the Hollywood avea.
Author Williarn  Rradford
would by the only person author
{0 look over Hadley's records of i
surgery, the lawyer said. Huie has &
confract with Ray to wille ths
latler's memoirs, and Ray author-
Hadley to lot H ce 1hg
!z,oOlan zaid.

(KMount Clipping in Space Below)
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MEMPHIS—As securi-
ty-minded officials ‘made
Jast - minute preparations
to open the trial today
of James Earl Ray in the

tin Luther King, new de-
fense attorney Percy Fore-
man moved to postpone 1t
indefinitely.

The noted Texas crimin-
al lawyer told newsmen ha
will ask County Judge
Walter Preston Battle for
a continuance when the

trial is scheduled to open
at 9:30 a.m. today.
He said he needs time to
study and prepare the case
after taking it over less
than two days ago. Rays'
former defense attorney,
Alabamian Arthur Ha?
Sr., withdrew Sunday %af-
ter an-apparent falling out
with Ray.
Foreman's request for a
postponement is routine
under the circumstances,
and Judge Battle is ex-
pected to grant it. Contin-
uances are normally made
for 30 days.

However, the trial is
expected to last four or
five—weeks bejond that

days. Thls means he will

assassination of Dr. Mar; |

New Ray Attorney Will
Request Delay of Trial

Judge Expected to Set January Date for
- Case Involving Suspect in King Slaymg

BY PAUL VALENTINE D

Exclysnvq to The Times from the Washington Post

time, and it is known that
Battle does not wish to
keep the jury tied ,up
during the Christmas holi-

1 4

probably continue the tri- |

—airthtil sometime in Jan- |

uary. ,

Foreman met with Ray :
Monday in the prisoner's .
closely guarded Shelby |
County jail cell and:
huddled periodically Wlth

state officials. The '«‘

wealthy attorney, keeping
close to his client, is
staying in a downtown
hotel less than two blocks
from the county jail.

Also
‘observe the trial is Mi-
chael Eugene, 30, the I.rl—

in NIemphls to

tlah attorney appomted to :

Yepre;ent Ray in extradi- b .

tion proceedings when

Ray was arrested in Lon-

don last summer.

The Shelby County -
courthouse—where Ray is :
imprisoned one floor

above the courtroom in
which he will be tried—

[was sealed off Monday to

a’l persons except spec1~
fled state and local offlci- :
als. City police and county i

sheriff's ‘deputies main-
tained an armed guard at

'a‘

% IR NPT,
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Lding. Foremgh in Memphis after taking
* over the defense of James Earl Ray
fromattorney Arthur anes,

» Wirephoto

key points around the RAY'S??EW ATTORNEY — Percy
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I\IE‘IPHIS Tenn. (AP) — A

stand trial on charges of mur-
dering Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., raised doubts as to whether
the trial will be held this year.

Ray took. action Sunday to
drop Arthur J. Hayé, a former
Birmingham, Ala%, mayor, as
his lawyer and retain famed de-
fense attorney Percy Forep#an
of Texas.

Foreman, whose clients have
included Jack Ruby and heiress
Candace Mossler, said he would
go before Criminal Court Judge
W. Preston Baftle at 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday—the time Ray’s trial is
'scheduled to begin—and request’
2 Continiatice.

* r

AAL

\\hen mld earlier Sunday of

Battie said he would grant a de-
lay “if Ray retains Foreman
and if he asks” for a postpone-
ment.

It-was believed that Foreman|s
would ask for at least 30 days to
give him time to become famil-
iar with the case. Hanes, who:
said the change came as a sur-

object to the motion.

last at least four weeks, a post-
ponement of 39 days would push
the start of trial close to the
Christmas: holidays—with the
[KeT result that Baitle~wolld

prise to him, said he wouid not;

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

NEW LAWYER WiLL
DELAY RAY T:

‘reset it for early next year.

switch in lawyers just two daysirymors of the impending swifth,; hay, charged with” First-Go-
before James Earl Ray was to|

gree murder, is accused of the
sniper slaying of King on April
14 while King was in Memphis
to support the city’s \tnk.ng
garbage collectors. -« -

The surprise switch by Ray
was announced in a late mnight
news conference called by Sher
ift William N. Morris Jr. The
seriff sed Foreman ana tw 'of

Since the trial is expected to .
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" Ray’s brothers, John and Jerry
Ray, had come to the iail ear-
lier Sunday to see Ray. :

“During the course of this vis-
it, certain decisions were made
and a letter was written to Mr.
Arthur Hanes Sr., attorney, and
signed by James Earl Ray,”
MOI‘I‘lS said.,

“This letter was presented to
me for reading by Mr. Foreman
and it declared an intent by
James Earl Ray to dispense
with the legal services of Mr.
Hanes and his son and of an in-
tention to obtain new counsel
and a Tennessee lawyer.”

Morris also said Foreman had
told him he intended to appear
before Battle Tuesday morning
and request a continuance.

‘ ' The Tennessee lawyer to be
—Associated Press Wirephoto retained by Ray was not named.
PERCY FOREMAN “The first I knew of this was

Assutiies Earl Ray defense at 8:20 this evening,” Hanes
said in a brief news conference

‘of his own in a drizzling rain on
the steps of the county office
Jbuilding.

“I didn’t come to Memphis for
the ride,” Hanes said. “I came
to play ball. I was prepared to
go to trial Tuesday morning.

However, Hanes added, “I
don’t want a reluctant client.”

Proceeds from Ray’s life sto-
ry, being written by Alabama
author William Bradford Huie
and already running in maga-
zine serialization, were being
used to pay Hanes, but there
was no immediate irjication

hoW’nay would pay Foreman

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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{- MEMPHIS, Tenn. (P—
f;James Earl Ray, charged
{with the murder of Dr.
“Martin Luther King, en-
:?'gaged a new lawyer Sun-
‘day who said a delay in
‘Ray's trial would be
‘asked.

£

-Percy Foremgf was an-
mnounced in a late night
news conference by Shel-
}jy County Sheriff William
N. Morris Jr., virtually on
the eve of Ray's scheduled
trial. ’ '
2~ Ray had been scheduled
For trial on a first-degree
‘murder charge Tuesday.

*- Foreman was expected
‘to request at least a 30-day
?:ontinuance to familiarize
himself with the case,
‘meaning Ray will probab-
Iy not be tried this year.
Declares Intention

= Morris said Ray had
-signed a letter of intent
‘earlier Sunday to hire
Foreman to represent
thim, . ‘

> "Mr., Foreman has told
e that it is his intention
‘40 appear before Judge W.
-Preston Battle Tuesday
‘morning at 9:30 a.m. to re-
quest a continuance in the
trial of the case pending
‘gzainst James Earl Ray,"
Morris said.

King's Accused Killer
(Hires Percy Foreman

:* Switch From Hanes by James Earl Ray

i The sudden shift by Ray
%o famed defense lawyer |

- Will Probably Delay Trial to Next Year ’{

~ Foremsn willpreplaca
=—Arthur J. Han{:)f Bir%

mingham, who had repre-
gented Ray since shortly
after he was apprehended. :
" Hanes said the sudden:
switch came as a surprise |
to him but that he would
1ot object to the motion to
be offered Tuesday.

Sheriff Explains

"I first learned of this
at 8:20 this evening,"
Hanes said after the sher- ;
iff's news conference, "I|
vas prepared to go to trial
Tuesday morning.

. However, Hanes added,
"I never want a reluctant
glient."

" Hanes had told the court
ouce earlier that serious
difficulties had arisen be-
tween him and Ray over
the conduct of the trial
and that at some later date
he might have to withdraw
as counsel. ,

. Morris said Foreman,
who once represented Jack
Ruby and was defense
counsel in the murder trial
of exonerated heiress Can-
dace Mosler, - carfia toiie

r—————
i

PSS,
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jail Suncay with_two of
Ray's brothers, John Ray

"~ and Jerry Ray.

The sheriff said the
three asked to see Ray

‘and during the visit "cer-

tain decisions were made
and a letter was written"

i to Hanes.

"This letter was pré—
sented to me for reading
by Mr. Foreman and it de-

t clared an intent by James

Earl Ray to dispense with
the legal services of Mr.,
Hanes and his son and of
an intention to obtain
new counsel and a Ten-
nessee lawyer," Morri
said. '
Attorney in Doubt
There was no immedi-

~ate indication of who this

Tennessee attorney would
be. o

King was shot to death
heye April 4 while in Mem-
phis to support striking
city garbage workers. Ray
was arrested in London
June 8 at the end of an
extensive manhunt and
igturned to Memphis July

Ray has been held in a
jail cell since then, under
constant surveillance by
closed circuit television
and two guards. A tight
noiptéblicity order was in-
voked by Battle, -who is to
Dreside at the tridl———
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NEW &ORI\ (AP) — Jar“g*_éjter Six weeks in ermlrv after a sywi

Earl Ray. charged in the slay-
ing of Dr. Martin Luther Kinz
Ir‘, is quoted in the currens
Lnok magazine as having said
Fe unknowingly  became in-
valved In “some sort of plot to
kill King” eight months before
the murder.

Author William Bradford Huie
says Ray wrote from his Men-
phis, Tenn., jail cell: “I suppcse
[ became involved in some sort
of plot to kill King when I first,
took those packages into the,
Urnited States from Canada .. .|

But nobody told me anything| !t

about any planned murder of
King or of anynne else.”

The “packages” were not
{dentified by Ray or Huie.

The article quotes Ray as
having written that, while a fu-
gitive in Canada in August, 1957,
he met a man namad Raoul who
offered him money, a car and
“travel papers” if ne would es-
tablish himself in Birminghim,
Ala, and make himself “avail-
able.”

Before leaving for Birming-
ham, Ray made two auto trips
across the bot 'der at \\'ind:mr-
Detroit with “‘packages” con-
cealad in his old car by Ram'l
Hule relates.

In Birmingham, Ray got a
room and bought a white Mus-
tang with 32000 given him by
Raoul, Hute wrote. Ranul also
gave Ray 8500 for living ex-
penses and 3500 for some cam-

=ha eqripmeant the

S ey | ‘ ‘\(J ..»U,J‘

. vember,

" the jch was he was

—_tending lessons, visited a hvpno-

tist,"and had a plasite surgeon
change the shape of his nose.

tefore his nose could heal
completely,” Huie wrote, “Ray
received by mail on March 15
the directive he had been ex-
pecting. He was wanted in Sel-
ma and Birmingham, Ala—
where King wax recruiting sup-
port for his poor people’s march
on Washington.”

Huie relates that Ray regis-
tered in a motel in Selma on
- 1March 22, and went to Atlanta
‘the next day. He quotes a news
dispatch that said King had
gone to \rlama on Mauh 2,
iz through Al whamd.
ham, Ray went tn Mexico w 1“!P,P\m0f was slain in Memphis,
he met Raoul and, at Raoul'siTenn., on April 4.
request. hauled a spare tire; Hyje said he could not reveal
across the border into Nuevoiall he learned from Ray until
Laredo. Hiie relates. after his trial. but that he was

Ray traveled about in Mexitoleonyinced King's murder wes
then drove to Los Angeles in No-iplotted “by calculating men
1967, where, Huie sayS.who wanted to use his murder
he recerved “a comumand g trigzer vielent conflict be-
come to New Orleans for in-ipween white and Negro citi-
structions.” ~|zens.”

He quotes Ray as having “'gt “The primary larget was the
ten that he drove to New OU-y{'nited Stales of Amerjica.” Huie
leans, where Raoul “said we hadf“m;“d E—
one more job to do and we'd do;
in about two or three
months.”

Ray wrote that Raoul prom-,
tsed him “travel papers” to any-
where he wanted to go and

! 812,000, and when he asked what

told “not to
worry ahout it and not to ask
guestions.” Hule states. Ray
sait Ra~tl gave him $2300 in
0 bi'ls. the article relates, ,
232k n Les Angeles, Huje
TaT ook dancing and bar-
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(C) 1783 New York Times News Servicw

MEMPHIS, Nov. 11--The trial;

of James Earl Ray apparently
will be delaved at least’ twol
manths to give Ray's new attor-
ney. Percy Foreman, of Hous-
ton, time to prepare a defense;
against the charge that Ray’
aszassinated the Rev. Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. ‘
Althouzh permission has not
heen granted by the court for
Foreman to enter tne trial, the
famed Texas attorney was busy
today preparing motions to be
offered tomorrow when Ray’s.
trial is scheduled to begin.
Rav last night fired his law-
ver of five months, Arthur J.
Hanes, the former mayor of
Birmingham, Ala., and as‘(ed;
Foreman to take over the de-
fense,

Trial Judge W. Preston Battle
was expected to grant Fore-l
iman’s request for the postpone-,
ment since Hanes has refused to
rurn over his files on the case to
Dy =it Foreman, T
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Change Ordered to Give New Attorney
Time to Intzrview Prospective Vitnesses

BY JACK NELSON
Times Statt )_Nrifer

MEMPHIS — Accused| Huie has rever met Ray,

assassin James Earl Ray,
got a new attorney and a,
110-day trial delay Tues-
day in the Dr. Martin
Luther King murder case.

In a crudely-written let-
ter and later in a barely

audible voice, the 40-vear-.

old Ray dismissed Arthur
Hanes Sr. and his son,
Arthur Jr., both of Bir-
mingham, Ala, as-his
" counsels and retained cri-
minal lawyer Percy Fore-
man of Houston.

That set the stage for
Foreman to request the
delay, which he did, de-
claring he intended to try
to interview all of the
prosecution's 380 "pros-
pective witnesses."

The change-in lawyers
apparently resulted from
disagreements over trial
strategy and over financi-
al arrangements in the
contract Hanes and Willi-
am Bradford Huie, an
Alabama author, had with
Ray for his written ac-
count of the case.

From his jail cell, Ray
has been peddling a story
that the King killing was a
conspiracy. So far Look
Magazine, under contract
with Huie, has run two
installments of the Ray
account as told to Huie.

Foreman indicated that
Ray would not divulge
further details until the
1 trial was combpleted. He
angrily .refused to say
whether ha would advise

but has based his stories
on accounts handwritten
by Ray and transmitted to
him by Hanes. The con-
spiracy angle propounded
by Rav supports the de-
fense Hanes reportedly
was preparing in the case
—that Ray was an unsus-
pecting dupe in the assas-
sination, possibly a decoy.
Ray signed a contract
with Hanes and Huie,
agreeing that his share of
the money for his account
of the King case would be
used to pay Hares for his
legal services. .
"Hanes, ex-FBI agent und
former mayor of Birming-

ham, already has been
pdid 830,000 under the
agreament, but claims he
is still owed $13,000 for
services and expenses.

However, Hanes denied
Tuesday that monev had
anything to do with the
dispute with Ray. He said
it was a matter of trial
strategy, that "I thought
this was the right time to
go to trial but Ray didn't.
His change of lawyers was
a subterfugs in order to
get a delay.”

Criminal Court Judge W,

United States, in Meaxico,

* Canada, England and Por-
tugal, defense counsel wasg
entitled to additional time
to prepare the case.

Judge Battle, overruling
strenuous objections from
the prosecution, granted
he delay until March 3
and instructed Foreman to
report to the court by Dec.
12 on whether his prepara-
tions indicated he would
be ready for trial by that
date.

Ray is accused of killing

Dr. King with a rifle shot
on April 4 as the civil
rights leader stood on a
i balcony - outside his motel
|room here. He was in
i Mamphis to lead demon-
s strations by striking sani-
tation workers,

The defendant, dressed
in dark trousers, a dark
blue checkered sports coat
with light blus shirt and
solid dark blue tie, walked
into the small courtroom
here preceded by Sheloy
County  Sheriff William
Morris and followszd by a
deputy.

Ray, a vacant look in his
ves ("It's always there,”
ays M. D. Eugene, the
sdlicitor from London who
represented him in extra-
Cition procesdings afler
his arres! thers on '
quickly took hi

™o .
ing the judzs,

e
S

"How ara
~asked Hanes Sr.,
Sunday night was present-
;ed with Ray's letter of
dismissal i

Preston Battle noted that Iis. "I'm fins,

the motion for delav came

=11 yiat e PN
all right,” Rav ro

= 148

as the trial was schaduvled 81d the procesdinsg

to begin Tuesdav "at th
11th hour and the
minute and 39th seco
But he added that

-ellily

state and federal constitu-
tions guaranteed the de-
fendant the right "to coun-

~~] of nis chans

23 oI

Judge Battle said, with s

e .

niEmyTpTosecution Wilnes-
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wrote to Hanes and asked
iFREwrote it.
"I did, sir," Ray said.
The letter, handwritten
to "Dear Mr. Hanes," said:
"Due to soms disagree-
‘ments between me and
you in regards to the
handlings of my case I
have decided to engage a
Tennessee attorney and
perhaps someone eise.
Therefore 1 would appre-
ciate it if you would take
fino further actions on fny
lcase in Memphis, Teun.

‘Also I anpreciate wtat
you have already did i

Ray.”

]
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(€} 1953 New York Times Mews Sarvier Hanes said thal [or months he
BIRMI \(vH;’\M, Nov. 1§ - had been aware of mar 1y indica- (Indicate page, name of
Arthur J. Hanes, the dismissedi{iong that Dav mi iohl be prepar- ‘ newspaper, city and state.)
attorney for James Earl Rayj,e g sx&'itanwnttofno\'.\' and that!
contended today that Jt was “enanat a month s00 he became!
tirely possidle™ thal b hac Deellyipually certain that this was
picked as Ray’s attorney only t0iRay's plan. The attorney said
underscore the racial aspect ofyhay he hiad mentionsd this pos-
the assassination of the Rev. \ibilm' ‘o ihe scheduled trial
Martin Luther King Jv. and tha! dge. W, Presion Battle, and to
he had never been expected L thc prosecutor, . 2. Canale,
be the actual trial lawyer. the Sheiby County attnrney gent
Hanes has received wide pub-yeval,
licity fov defending three Kul opy
Klux Klansmen in a civil rights!
casce.

CBay didn't say anvthing
and Artie and T had to proceed

: oin the assumption thal we were
.Hanes sad it was also pn<sl going fo trial and so we put
ble that Ray had heen told, ev ngethcr just a great defense for
before King was murdered, “‘ne Ray, including a few bomb-
should contact me” if ne was{shells,” Hanes said
arrested. The suggestmn that  Hanes
The lawyer offered his obser-jwas retained with an intention
vations in an interview in Bir-fof undevscoring the ra <'ial as-
mingham. T Ipects of King's murder. Hanes
He said he still could hardlvicentended, arose from a combi-
credit the brusque manner inination of circumstances.
which he and hiv son. Arthur J.} Hanes was elocted mayor of
Henes Jr., woers dismissed fr mm Sirmingzham sy oyears ago to a
the Ray casc Jast Sunday nightiracist platiorm  after  joining Date:
when they arrived atl the Sheibviforces with Ala! s oarch se- Edition:
jail in Memphis to zive Ray agegationist, Euzens (J i) Cone
new 2ray suit to wear durleginor, then the Rirminzham po-
Ete lice commissioner, o ——n

Author:

Editor:  Donald Goodenou
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SIEAPHIS, Tenn. (UPH—T
mixed up case against Jam
Farl Ray in the assassination of
!Dr. Martin Luther King  Jv
<howed every sign this weelk of
becoming -even more tangled
before a single word of
testimony is ever heard in
court.

Since Ray unceremoniocusly
dumped Arthur J. Hanes as
defense atforney and hired
Percy Foreman last Tuesday,
the case has quickly taken on
these elements:

—Would-be eyewitnesses, one
an 11-year-old boy, are cropping
up to say they saw the assassin.,

—Attornevs, brothers, defe‘n-f
dant and authors are syuabbling!
over who should
nuicn mioney out of the case

—Arthur Hanes is negzoiis
to sell his story of Rayv's
defense to Life magazine, andi
refusing to turn over his [iles, ifi
he has any, to Foreman, who

sumanly could read them in

Aledif he wanted to.

--It appears possible that

anes may have been hired

d+ an ingredient to add
| on to the Apvil
nation’s major

il

=\ st s oand  phony
Bose broadesst over police

@ end thouzht {o be pos.ible
fenex of A consp may

the  Irresponsible

two teen-azed ham

o

e

amoes

make how

tr‘fl] was po‘ﬁpof‘?_d?"ire station 100 vards from the
when  Foreman, “Li line, broathlessls™Tald i ge
celebrated Texan whe @ iiremen and then was whisked
he@e,\» Candy  AMossley and 15 palice headquarters, accord-
claims oaz loss to the electric o 1y sources
chair in 100 murder cases, Althouzhi Hanes  was  dis
took over the defense. , missed oul of hand in a
The new trial date is .Maft;h 9. penciled, two-paragraph  letter
There are early indications that signed “sincerely’” by Ray, the
it too may be postpored. The yiiomey remains a cog in the
possinility of moving the trial conrer of the case.
outside  Memphis to  another In an interview at a private
Te:‘messec city also exists, club on a hill overlooking
Two of the many sides in the gjninsham, the former Bir-
-~ 1 3 [— ‘ . .
case claim al least  oneiminghum mayor noted another
eyewitness each. The proscci-ipizarre eloment. .

tion claims Charles 0). Stephens,;
a disabled
lived in the dollar-a-day flop-'ii were likelv thal he was “‘set
nouse the state said Ray \‘,’ali'fid%u{)r’ by men who plotted King’s
jmurder, and in fact was never
0

in to kill King.
take the case to

It woitdn't surprise mie at

In an interview in Birming-jintended

tham, Ala, Hanes clahmed help a1
~had an evewitness, “a bomb-

The theory behind this plot
shell” refused 0lgithin & plot. Hanes noted,
identity. , could be that his sclection-—he

And there is the 1l-vear-oldlyag a seoresationist mavor and
boy, whom Hanes claimed heig cees deofended three Ku
never heard of, the prosectiioniry. Kiunsmen in the-highway
remains silent about and othel{pyqor of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo—
sources say miay have
scared into silence.

The boy supposedly saw a \uinpp
white ma bearing a r JUOP fyeie, in. a copyricht series of
from bushes afop an emban®- a5 in Look magazine based
ment thal faced the Lortaine ,n jpropmation from  Ray,
Motel where Ring wus standing coniends thore was a conspiracy
when he was shot. Behind thelm Lill Kino and its aim was to
hushes, In the same trajectory’y o o{F waves of racial
from windew to baleony, Is the it oo even more severe than
hathroom window the prosecu-'vp oy wiich actuallv occurred.
tr:;i()?fr,u?ml was the - ambush Hffl:t?s .alsq‘noto;d th:zt‘i pLﬂb»

! R 4y oo him on Birminsham
The by ran o a Memp: ; or road ©f him in

when

whom  he

pefore
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var velevan who'upy o jjuncs said when asked if

beeniwould make the murder appear!
ito be the work of white 1‘acists.;
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"t

frequent”

n

d

for
court.
that Ray
£e Bailey,
of the Boston Strangler,

I
d

Hanes
Tigure In
ews media last fall.
Michael Eugene, Ray's
on solicitor,
the  Tuescay
He said in an inie
wrote Hanes

tho famed ¢

was
the

However,

aelo

not a and Jerry,

Lon-
was in Memphis
[essinn

rview)

and F.{

%!

uu(“

a Iew1

ays after his arrest June §.

Eugene said Bailey

call. Hanes

turned
down the case in a transatlantic

telephione called

of

refused

1ol to Hanes,” the attori>§

<aid.
CcT offercd
mwhﬁle they
said.
Ihook.”
In mid-Ociobar, Hanes said.
he beeame convinced Ray was
igoing to switeh attorneys at the
last minute before the sche-
duled Nov. 11 trial.

Judge W. Preston Battle

them
Heones

to fly
wanted,”

1

also, to be sriefed by Eugene. Shelby County criminal court

Hanes said

A
w

Ray’s defense.

H

coniract
Central Intelligence Aget

fo

two groups’
thi

e and his
rthur Jr., 2

ork to  discuss

“Art and I figured it ow,” judge’s order on the res
one-tis: Mand also to prevent Hanes fromi
the;
ey and!

said. The
employe

anes
for
aer
rmer FBI agent said
could have
the CIA

1S:

Hanes fell

s0n,

Oll'\

and blackjcourt
militants financed by Cuba orjjeopardize Ray’s
qRed China.”

thats

ordercd Hanes last ’luesdq) to

, took two days off give Foreman all his files and:
uadertaks ng research. Hanes was put under

810')0 bond to enforce the

italking ahout the case.
“T'll let Tennessee keep that
;\1 000" Hanes said. He said he

(xone;mt-‘tldn to I”POIL parts of the

and still  not
defense.

312,000 in

order

i Rayv owes Hanes

lonly a clandestine ozgazn,duon.(:m iton to 83 50,000 already paid|

Wth

pli

m
to

fo

e

the backing of
ished the l\mm
The two me

ititants as mN
ok the case.

“However, norhing worked
v the father-son tonm
whed  brothits, .

likely

!

our!
}\1\ S \(11((
.A("HL

some;him throwh money Ray made
government could haw 4ccom-; on

Huie's  Look magazine
farticles. Bul not even payment

citled on black, of that would produce the files
They ;Lor Foreman, Hanes said.

“I' need that $12.060 like 1
need a hole in the head,” Hanes

i
t
i

Hanes also said Alabama law
allows an attorney tn keep his
case files if the client swiiches
to another atlorney without
paying his bill. appeared
determinad his files would not
be 10SL, 0f" stolen. T

He

to see or

“I tried everything in the:it's all up here

of

earch,|

“I keep my files right _up|
hore,” Hanes said, pointing o[
his forehead. “I never. forget
fanything: tin names, dates,
‘p’iace\* distances, calibrations—

SYa¥

N,

and
it, Life
buy it
a blank

l }I.mes‘ has,

Keeps

Whatever
wherever  he
magazine ~ wants o
“They offered me.
check,” Hanes said.

The unusual situation of an
attorney relieved of his duties
of Mm\'o only davs ago, and
now negotiating the sale of that
defel.>e to a major magazine,
iwas confirmed by Hanes and
Life.

However, -Gerald Moore,

iTime-Life  bureau  chief in
{Chicago, said “no blank check”
]was offered, no specific figure
‘mentioned, and no contract yet
jpsigned.
i In the meantime Hanes has
ibecome aware of the large
ums often pajd by mass|-—=
irculation magazines and for
foreign distribution rights of
inside’ information on sensation-
al cases.

xay’s brothers also have
become aware of this. The
result is sowme bickering over
who gets how much from which
story in which magazine. The
friction is  thought to have
contributed to Hanes’ troubles
with  Ray's brothers, who felt
Hanes should have gotten less
dm'l their brother more from

arucles. T

Lt

'S
Cl

_Hanes now \xondu\ if
should have gotten miore m.d
Huie less. And brother Johu
Ray sold his South St. Lous
itavern last week.

Percy Foreman, who has a

nw archouse full of merchandis

ipayments in licu of cash, ha
not yet said what his fee is for
thlb, the biggest case of his life.}
or has he said where James!
I«n 1 Ray and his bxothevral

moﬂd get the kind of monev
'I«meman can  command  for
isuch a case.

Finally, there
ichase of the white Mustang
jaiitomobile broadcas! on Mem-
‘phis police radio frequencies Il
and  F2 minutes after the
assassination. The ¥FBI said Ray
made his getaway in a white
Mustang and at the time of the
assassination it was thought the
phtny chase was a plot by
actomplices to lure nolicetinto
another part of town.

The Memphis Police Depar
menl  has leaked to several
reporiers hinfs that fuo teo
aged ham radio operators
confessed they ware res
for the phony ch:

is the fake

|

P
[Rd]

ase ‘mmxas‘
and did it as a prank.

How CxC
Cummcm

efiss ofiieinl

e

police r
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JIn g omagazine acticle which b
taped shortly before his assasis

tion, Dr. Martin Luther King said
that dissent was the hope of Ameri-
ca and that "the poor and deszpized
of the 20th century vill revolution-
ize this era. In our 'arrezance,
lawlessness and ingratitude,' we will
ficht for human justice, hrother-
hood, secure peace and abundance
for all," Dr. King said in the article
to _be npublished in the January (Indicate page, name of

Playboy magazinc. EE———— : newspaper, city and state.)
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that {he Trial in Memphis of Jaries
Earl Ray on charges of murder in
the death of Dr, Martin Luther King
start on schedule March 3, But in an
unprecedented action he ordered the
public defender's oifice to assign as
many persons as necessary to work
with defense attorney Percy Fore-

man,

Judee W. Preston Battlg insisted
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Familias Mot

To Do at Tiial

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP)—Nei-
ther the family of James Earl
Ray nov that of the late Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. has ex-
pressed an interest in attending
Ray’s trial. ' : (Indicate page, name of

“We have received no re newspaper, city and state.)
quests from either the famuy of
for seats in the courtroom,”

the defendant or the family of '
A-5 Herald-Examiner

the deceased for seats in the
courtroom,” said Charles Hol- T.0s Angeles, Calif.

mes, who is handling press rela-
tions for the ftrial. < ————u
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By Associated Press

Two associates of the Jate Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., agreed
Tuesday that his assassination
was the result of a conspiracy
rather than an unassisted act by
James Earl Ray, who faces
trial for the killing.

They differed, however, over
what part Ray may have played
{in the shooting of the Southern
Christian "Leadership~ Confer-
ence head in Mempls last April
4. :

In  Philadejphia  the Rev,
Janes L. Be 1 SCLC direc-
tor, expressed doubt that Ray
had either the mental or physi-
cal competence to have carried
out the assassination.

“We've allowed King to ‘be
killed under the guise ¢f law

1t

Bevel, who previously offered
tg act as a lawyer for Ray in his
fmtncUmwd trial, has bceﬁ

/1 e S
& (”"7("\/"{* i
A et v \;hs\.‘.!l DR 7

and order and now we’re going!
to ailow Ray to be lync‘wcd uin-
der the guise of justice,”” Bevel

‘{(ﬂ"‘*”“ g5

balked by ]ack of a license from
the Tennessee Bar Association
to practice law inthe state. He
told a news conference
planned a cowt appeal.

Later, in Atlanta
Ralph

p1 esident, said he stands behind
Bevel’s offer to help defend Ray
but does mnot necessarily feel;
that Ray was innocent of firing’
the fatal shot.

“I felt that Mr. Bevel was
merely seeking to state what I
have said, that more than one
person is gmlty in the death of
Martin Luther King,”” Aber-
nathy told an intarviewer.

“I do not believe he was say-
ing that \1r Ray did not pull the

mv;,el S—— s
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said Tuesday
ino evidence thay
“acquit James Eat
. the murder of Dr.
+ Luther King,

Embarrassed by reports

that he and an aide believe
"Ray is innocent, Mr. Aber-
"nathy called a press con-
ference here to clarify his
" position.

He told newsmen that a
staterment issued in his
name Thursday was pai-
tially erroneous and thut

‘some press reports A]
- misinterpreted his

tion and that of the &
“ern Christian Leade
Conference.

He said he was sp:
for SCLC and empinay
1h1

Mar‘dn

o

' \kealz for tne or

Mr, Bevel,

SCLC's nomvioxencc
action program, raized
issue of Ray's guil
dnnocence recently
csending Ray a telegrs
offering to help defend
“him and declaring, "I
know that you ave not
guilty.," AMr. Bevel
.,to‘/ newsmen he had

revidence that would free”
R"AC T [

JACK, 7‘:1’::43 N
¥ nmbi,s‘aff Writer

_release of a

“inthe e ,
- part of the telegram which |

~fire the fatal shot.

later

31505 Ho Hm

7 Tells of Error
Mr.  Abernathy,

vaca-

“tioning at the time in the

Virgin Islands, later parti-

‘cipat d in a conference
.telephone call with

Mr,

evel and other officials

.at SCLC headguarters |

|
r

here, and authorized the
statement

endorsing Mr. Bevel's tele-

S gram,

But he said Tuesday that
an "error" caused by poor
communications resuliterd
ndorsement of that

claimed Ray was not guil-
ty.

He stres
believes

sed that he still
"white racism"

~was the actual cause of Dr.
ut he said |

King's death, 1
he has no culp'“n and
believes Mr. Bevel has
.noie—that Rayv did not

-+ theory,
black leaders in Memphis -
had relayed to him infor-
“mation that, if true, could -

|
i
{
V

O
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Mr. Abernathy and Mr.
hoth wer® 8t tle
lL.orraine Motel in
phis when Dr. King was
killed just outside his
room on April -, 1068

In answer to newsmen's
questions, Mr, Abernathy
sa‘d that in his opinion
more than one
participated in the crime.

Mem- .

person |

He said he had no:

evidence to support the
but added that

support its
‘He said:

—Two Negro policemen
who patrolled a beat in the -
cenvea where Dr, King was

shot by a snipar received
threatening telephone
calls and were ordered out
of the area hy their superi-

rs chmuv befor(, the as-

sassi

nation.
’ —Two Nezvo firemen at

& station in the neighbor-
hood also left their sta-
tions on orders of their
superiors just buou, the
killing.

—False information
about an alleged auto
chase was broadcast from
the Memphis police sta-
tion at the ti me police
were trying to locate the

car dmen by Dr. King's
killer,

|
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Devel Dou :
Comnarznce TOI;HK

PHILADELPHIA (:‘
The Rev. James L.

either the mental or physi-

cal ability to assassinate

Dr. Martin Luther King.
And Mr. Bevel a]<o said

in a news conf elenm heis
\\Hlm'* to {ake his fight to
defend Ray to the courts.

Ray would not he alle to
plot the murder of the
civil rights leader, or di-
rect the bullet more than
100 yards, Mr. Bevel said
at a news conference,

He would not say,
however, whether his
planned defense is to try
to prove Ray ph‘ sically
mnofr\ t .0 mora] 1) a’1d”
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s from a Statf wmu-

. . Ray, Mr. Bevel saxd "
““would like to inform you

Jmﬁes ‘.Eaﬂ Ray. should
,not be a "scapegoat” in the.
assassination of Dr. Mar-
iin Luther King. " . :
Mr. Abernathy endorsed

"not gullty »

But an aile who 1ssued
the Abernathy statement
emphasized that neither
minister had said that Ray,
who is charged with mur-
der in the assassination,
did not actually shoot Dr.
King.

What both men are
trying to do, according to
Tom Offenburger public
relations director of .the
Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference, is to
emphasize that the ques-
tion of guilt goes far
beyond the matter of who
pulled the trigger.

Mr. Bevel has offered to
help defend Ray, who is
scheduled to be tried in
Memphis March 3.
Whatever the value of the
offer, Ray's attorney. Per-
¢y Foreman, already hasg

.,CO?W r. Bevel.
'+ Ina recent telegram to

- that I would be very
“happy to take your case

without fee. I was present
at the Lorraine Motel
when Dr. King was killed.

~You have been charged
with murdering him. Of

course, I know that you

--are not guilty."

At a press conference
later Mr. Bevel was quot-
ed as saying he had
"evidence that would free"
Ray, but Offenburger says
Mr.  Bevel contends "he
was misquoted or what he
said was misinterpreted."

Mr. Bevel apparently
initiated a conference tele-
phone call Thursday to
Mr, Abernathy in the Vir-
gin Islands, where he is
vacationing, and to SCLC
staff members in Atlanta.

During the conference
they discussed the Bevel
telegram and agreed that
the SCLC should conduct
a vigorous campaign to see
that American racism is
properly blamed for the
assassination. To further
that objective Mr. Aber-
nathy, who succeeded Dr.
King as president of
SCLC, authorized . Offen-
burger to issue a state-

. ment supportin r. Be-
vel's views. ‘%
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Associated Press Writer

PHILADELPHIA (AP)
ranking figure in the Southern
Christian - Leadership  Confer-
ence (SCLC) refused Sunday to
elaborate on evidence he claims
could free Dr.
King’s accused assassin. rd

“l have evidence that
free him,” the
o] said at a news confepence. “I
Wwont discuss fhe spfcific evi-
dence now becausc. it wouldn't
be bensticial to . James Earl
Ray. But, he’s not guilty.”

The director of SCLC's non-vi-

Martin Luther |

Tl

wquva M ra

# bim

olent education and direct ac- -

tion program, sent a telegram
Saturday to Ray in Memphis,
Tenn., which read:

“I would like to inform you
that T would be very happy to
take your case without fee.
T was present on April 4 at the
Lorvaine Motel when Dr. King

: é e, & v, B : 4\ B
—Associzted Press W.reﬂho!o

REV. JAMES BEVEL
Offers to defend Ray

5

s on it i, ot

Vi e

7
E;AF

man sitling hore that sheuldn’ t‘.

be here.”” v

Ray is scheduled to go on {rial
in Memphis on a-

March 3
charge of murdor.

“If he (Ray) decides nof -to
take my services, that's his
choice,” Bevel said. “I woa'd
continue to be very good and
warm to him.
against him.”

Bevel is not a momber of f
bar, but a lawyer “by cir cum
stances.” The native of  Ifta

Bena, Miss., said he was quu.ixh'
fied to defend Ray because of

the. legal experience gained
while representing himself dir:
ing several civil rights’ cases ’n
MlSSlelppl
Pubhc Defender chh Stanton
n Memphis has refused to react
to the telegram as has Ray’s at-
torney, Percy Foreman of Hou\-
ton. . T
King was cut down by a snic

Negro groups, said he did netlners hullet while leading . &

died—yeu have been accused of yolunteer his information sconer|gyike by Memphis Uarbace col-

murdering him. Of
know you are not guilty.”
The 32-year-cld civil rights ad-

cer “oeiwegh SCLC and militant

ately following

course, Tinecause of the shock immedi-lectors last sprirg.
King’s slaying.

His accused asgassin was ub-

“I hadn’t prepared to be ré-sequently arrested In London
vocate and former liaison offi-|sponsive to him,” Bevel said./following an intensive manhunt,

‘But then I thought,

‘Here’s ajand extradited to Tempars.
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Saying He Has Evidence to Free Accused
Aszassin, Rev. James Devel Qffers help

PHILADELPHIA (P—A
ranking figure in the
Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference said
Sunday he had evidence
he claimed could free Dr.
Martin Luther King's ac-
cused assassin, but he
refused to elabom(e

"I have evjdence that
would free hifm," the Rev.
James Bexel <aid at a
news copference. "I won't
discuss the specific
evidence now because it
wouldn't be beneficial to
James Earl Ray. But he's
not guilty."

The director of SCLC's
nonviolent education and
direct action program, Mr.
Bevel sent a telegram
Saturday to Ray in Mem-
phis, which read:

"T would like to inform
you that I would be very
happy to take your case
withoul fee. I was present
on April 4 at the Lorraine
Motel when Dr. King died
—you have been accused
of murdering him. Of
course, I know you are not
guilty."

The 32.-year-old civil
rigAtE Edvocate and for-

mer laison officer be-
tween SCLC and militant
Negro groups, said he did
not volunteer his informa-
tion sooner becausc of the
shock immediately after
Dr. King's slaying.

"I hadn't prepared to be
responsive to him," Mr. Be-
vel said. "But then 1
thought, 'Here's a man sit-
ting here that shouldn't be
here.'"

Ray is scheduled to go
on trial March 3 in Mem-
phis on a charge of mur-
der.

"If he (Ray) decides not
to take my services, that's
his choice,” Mr. Bevel said.
"I would continue to be
very good and warm to

him. T wouldn't be against

him."
Not Member of Bar

Mr. Bevel is not a mem-

ber of the bar, but a lawyer
"by circumstances." He
said he was qualified {o de-
fend Ray because of the
legal experience he gained
while representing him-
self in several civil rights
cases in Mississippi.

Public Defender Hugh
Stanton in Memphis has

refused to react o‘“’me',

e < S .
telegram as has }iayvg R
attorney, Percy Fcneman :

of Houston.

Dr. King was killed b} a

sniper's bullet while in

Memphis last spring to aid ;
a strike by garbage collec-::

tors.

His accused assassin wag |
subsequently arrested in ;
London after an intensive |
manhunt and extradited .

to Memphis.

Asked why he waited so'
long to announce that he
Bevel
said it was not until now -
that he felt he "had’

had evidence, Mr.

enough evidence ...

enough to come to the:
about Ray's

conclusion"
innocence.

He said that when Dr. -
King was shot last April, -

he was standing "on the

; ground" outside the motel,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

I-5 Los Angeles Times
Los Angeles, Calif.

Date: 1/20/69

Edition: HOME

Author: D12l Torserson
Editor: Nick B. Williams
Tite:  Murkin

Character:

or

LA UL=~157L

Submitting Office: Los Angele

Classification:

Being Investigated

SEARGHED ... {INDEXED 64 :éAL 1
| SERIALIZED. ,,_; s
JANT O 1"”7
FB&»-—L:_“ ANGELES




FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-€3)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Abernathy Ask
Lgx:\‘lut s :,ﬂli Ljd‘\

BY JACLE

T Ccvetta King, Dr.

IELSON

Yimas .ﬂ"t V-. 4-.!‘

ATLANTA-—-An ings—
sioncd plea that the life of
the killer "of Dr. Martin
Luther XKing he spared
and that Dr. King's birth-
day—Jan. 15—be declared
a national holiday were
made here Wednesday at
ceremonies
ing the civil rights leadar's
40th birthday. -

Dr.” King's widow and

parents nodded agreement
as the Rev. Ralph David
Abernathy, Dr. King's sue-

cessor as president of the !

Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference, urged
"the forces of

exert their total influence
In seeing

pulled the tricger that
felled our sainted and
beloved leader, is spared.”
Ray, 40, accused of as-
sassinating Dr. King in
Memphis last Aprit 4, is
scheduled to go on trial for
murder here on AMarch 3.
- Unusual Memorial

Prior to the sories at
Ebencezer 3apti<t
Church, whare JMr., Aben.__f
nathy wom. an unu»ual
'Ic'("ﬂOl;dl prozvam to Dr.
King urd »la d in the Geor-
gia State Senate where the
Rev. Martin Luther King

roan: Jd several civil rights
ceived | [

commemaorat--

goodwill
throughout the land to

to it that the life !
f James Earl Ray, or
whoever is proven to have |

comed by Lt. Gov.
i T, Smith, who late:

of the Hlmon szenate-s-
Leroy Johnson and Hor-
ace Ward—participoted in
the briel program. Inxcept
for one
momber (Roy Noble) who
walked out, the
listencd attentivaly,
Ward quoted from Dr,

King's famous "[ Tave & .
q/)() +

Dream" speech at the 1
march on Washington and
Johnson introduced to the
':(‘mtora Rev. King Sr

Yosa Parks of Detroit,
who sparked the 1935
Montgomery bus hoycott
that propelled Dr. King to
civil rights 1aadership; the
Rev. Walter Fauntroy,
vice mayor of Washington
sn¢d head of SCLC's office
there, and scveral African
officials.

Aids Groundbreaking

The visitors were

cip:.w(‘ 1t 'T‘nunub?m\-
ing ceremonies for the 820
million ML.mn Liuther
King Jir. Village, a model

community and housing

: developlm,m sponsored iy

SCLC and the Fhenecezer
Baptist Ch
constructed
ttonal Housing Act..

- King Jr.

Un t\' o Llack membeots

segiegationist

senate |

P U- '

It will be’

Parlicrr Monday,
King's
widow, told a press confer-
ence that a Martin Iuther

will he developed in Atlan-
ta arcund twe locations -
the Auburn Ave. area of
the Ebencezer Chureh and
the house where he was
born two blocks away, and
the area of Atlanta Uni-
versity, where he was
graduated from More-.
house Collese

Mrs, hm* e timated the
Yotal cost at botween $25
10 $40 million and said the

monzy  would he raiseé.
{hrough foundations and
private and corporate do-
nations.

The remains of Dr. King
now in Southview Cemete-
ry, will be permanently
interred in a
povk that will be part of
the Auburn Ave, develop-
ment, she said.

—‘\1'110 £ 1.000 pct'.,:ons‘

ran ncd mto the }*‘bev o

'O atood Ou; 0'( mt ‘

m an"Annex and listened
to Monday's program over
loudspeakers. Dr. King
was co-pastor of the
¢hurch at the time of his
death. :

- Actor Harry Belalonie, a
Iongime friend of th
Kings and a board mem-
ber of SCHC, sat in the
front row peside the wi-
dow and her four children.
He applzudad Mr. Aber-
r'xtnv s czll for \p"wmo the
life of Dr. King's killer

Mr. Abernathy said it
would be "needless to kill
one mun for the sins of
millions, For us to kiil ail
of those who ave truly
guiliy of taking Dy, ur“‘

- hf.c. wWe woule

mass murder, porpeirat-
ing an airocily no Jess

__than that of Adnif H?Uf}r."

JExecgting the Xiller
\"ouul not (.. 41 ke i n mn
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.hajoc Problem, on!} v.lth : added "we're mst sayin',

the symptom of our prob=—
lem,” Mr, Abernathy said,
adung that the real prob-
lem is that the nation has
"eoncentrated on violence
and we are saturated with
hate.”

Mr.  Abernathy

a black man and he saiil

{hat Conf*10~\ by mﬂ\mg'

JJan. 15 a leg’al hohda}'.

could help blacks by "en:
riching
-America

our heritage in
and strengthen-

ing our faith in the demo-
cratic svstem.”

U.S. Rep. John Conyvers i

Jr. (D-Mich.), a Negaro,
said that last year he had
93 sponsors for a bill
declaring the day a holi-
day and that he is again
sponsoring the legislation
~and has Found mcmas,d
_support for it.

"Sacred Ioliday"

Cleveland Robinson of
New York, president of
the Negro American l.a-
bor Council, said, "It
“should be a sucred holi(,lny
“in the sense and for the
purpose that we are here
todayv."

"We don't want anvone
to_believe we hape_ Con-

:ﬁx_? = Twill do t}T

noted
- that no day is set aside in
" the United States to honov.

wor 1\1 ng
~Z .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

TS black people in Ameri-
ca just ain't gonna work
on that day anymore."
The remark prompted a
standing ovation. Except
for its lone Negro member,
who stood and applauded,
members of the Georgia
Tech Glee Club, who parti-
cipated in the program,
remainerd seated. .
Theodore Hibbler, an
elderly sanitation worker
rom  Memphis, recalled
that Dr. King was in that
city 1o give sanitation
workers leadership in
theiv drive for belter
condi tmm W nen

Ne wis sssassinated. _

"We'll never forget his
Jeadership," Hibbler said.
. "He gave his life for whet
_some people would call the

,least of Memphis, which is.

the _Sanitation workers." *
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court warrant Friday after
testifying before the Shel-
‘'by County Grand Jury.
Ray is charged with mur-

King last April.

. Huie, who claims know-
‘ledge of a conspiracy in
the King slaying, had been

the grand jury and tell all
he knows about the case.
He was with the grand
jury two hours and 40
minutes.

The warrant was issued
_ by Judge W. Preston
Battle, who will try Ray
when he goes to trial

citation, issued in connec-
tion with magazine ar-
ticles Huie wrote, was
based on Huie's alleged
violation of a strict no
pretrial publicity order is-
sued by Judge Battle,

Huie was released after
posting $1,000 bond.

Huie's articles on Ray, in
which he said Dr. King's
‘death was the outgrowth
of a conspiracy, appeared

.magazine.

%%élﬁly pald_%

Ray Biographer Seized

‘dering Dr. Martin Luther

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

t Warrant

to $33,000 for the material
he used in writing them.

Battle‘also turned down
a defense motion that
Huie be allowed to meet
privately with Ray in his
jail cell.

The judge said he was
convinced the Look ar-
ticles have "caused tre-
mendous damage" to the
Ray trial and would ren-
der it difficult te-ehtain 3

- jury "within a reasonable

directed to appear before |

March 3. The contempt

tlme T T

"In hght of what has
happened ‘in the past, I
don't trust Mr. Huie not to
violate those orders again

in the future when he

feels like it," Battle said.
Battle also denied a
motion that Ray be photo-
graphed in his cell for a
mavazme
Percy Foreman, Ray's
lawyer, had said money
gained from the sale of
such photos would go to-
ward paying for Ray's
defense. But Battle said
making pictures available
on an exclusive basis
would_be "desecrating the
"ee‘mp!e of Justlce b
Before g gomg be%
‘Ju“y’__*ﬂ’ur , Huie told newsmen
he could name others he
said were involved in Dr.
King's slaying, but pro-
bably wouldn't do so be-
fore the grand jury=~———>
"T can't name people
who I think may be in-

volved until they are ar-
f&Sted. 1 could be sued for
libel," said the author,

"I am not in the law
enforcement business,*

Huie said. "The only infor-,
matxon I have is informa-
n me by James
Har! Ray. All of it has

e

been made availibetowme
FBI and the state’ of
Tennessee."

Judge Battle has cited
sgveral . others -far xiglat.
ing hlS no-pub11c1ty edict.
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MEMPHIS (B - William
Bradford Huie, hiographer
of James Farl Ray, was
arrested gn a contempt of
court \\A‘ant Friday after
testifying before the Shel-
by County Grand Jury.
Ray is charged with mur-
dering Dr. Martin Luther
King last April.

Huie, who claimis know-
ledge of a conspiracy in

the King slaying, had been *
directed to appear before

the grand jury and tell all
he knows about the case.
He was with the grand
jury two hours and 40
minutes.

The warrant was issued
by Judge W. Preston
Battle, who will try Ray
when he goes to trial
March 3. The contempt
citation, issued in connec-
tion with magazine ar-
ticles Huie wrote, was
based on Huie's alleged

violation of a strict no.

pretrial publicity order is-
sued by Jurdge Battle,
uie was released afler
posting $1,000 bond. -
Huie's articles on Ray, in
which he said Dr. King's
death was the ouizrowth
of a COT‘LSL)‘I'cC appeared
in_ Look  magazine, He
purpmta'dy pald Ray™ ap

\K?

I 51"2".»&’\' ]

M oedi b eidit

to. 833,000 for the material
he used in writing them.

Battle also tumed down
a defense motion that
Huie be allowed to meet
privately with Ray in his
jail cell.

The judge said he was ..
convinced the Look ar-
ticles have "caused tre-
mendous damage"” to the
Ray trial and would ren-
der 1L difficult to obtam a
va \\ 1th1n a réassnann

“lerigth of time."

"In light of what has
ha; poncd in the past, I
don't trust Mr. Huie not to
violate those orders again
in the future when he
feels like it,” Battle said.

Battle also denied a
motion that Ray be photo-
graphed in his cell for a
magazine.

Percy Foreman, Ray's
lawyer, had said money
gained from the sale of
such photes would go to-
ward paying for Rays
defense. But Baftle said
making pictures available
on an excmelve basis
would be "desecrating the
témple of ]Ll\tlce

Before going before the
jury, Hule told newsmen
he could name others he
said were involved in Dr.
King's slaying, but pro-
bably wouldn't do so be-
fore the grand jury.

‘T can't name _peoanle,
who T think may be in-

volved until they are ar-
T rested. I could be sued for”
libel,” said the author.

I am not in the law
enforcement business,”
Huie said. "The only infor-
mation I have is infcrma-
tion given me by James
Earl Lay All of it hag
“been made av ailable 1o tha "
FBI and the state of
Tennessee.

Judge Battle has cited
se\exal _pthers for violata

ing h1> nopubhctty edict.

?

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state,)

I-7 Los Angeles Times
Tos Angeles, Cz1lif,

Date: 2/8/69
Edition: D811y
Author:
Editor:

Title:

Nick B, Williams

Murkin

Character:

or

LA Lh-1574L

Los Angeles

Classification:
Submitting Office:

D Being Investigated

SEARCHED oo i
SERIAUZED e FILED ————
/ FEB 1 01969

FBI — LOS ANGELS




FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

,

(Mouni Clipping in Jp(.':(‘ Below)

o

BY NyOno.

Fires SiafE Witsr

MEAPHIS—The irial of James Battle Friday
11.111 Ray, the acenaed sip ol De. ann Mondey end ozl 7 thzal (Indicate page, name of
Mariin Luther King, may be i~ Ray bhe prosont. el i newspaper, city and state.)
nished within fwe devs next week,  there was no ol v
A sowrce close to he procecdings  lon coi \cet ing
said Ray would pleard guilty Mon-  Jiere the pa o davE, retin ‘ I-1
day, his attorney would seck a 90- HO‘W”“ 1‘11 LOTTOL -1 Lo
yvear senience for Ray to escape the  reminding newsmen thel hewas ol Tos Az'l,_v_re]_es s
risk of a death penalty and a jury ellowed TU (01“’ 1 e
would be impaneled {ov an abbrevis .J}lv
ated trial to hear some state EVIUCRCE S
evidence and  officially set  the toi, 31?0111F111'J '
sentence. zssn.ssmai&on
¥BI, may

R

i ho source wiid the state attorney 7% © % \] 1
genevel's office here "has ahmoy mif‘{i”%_ one 1 ,,.If 1
aorgmrl to the guilty plea and a 09- 16\' l]ﬁ‘“tml“ O] )f’“b’, \‘9”;_‘.‘1_
year santence. There »rve a lot of )\U g JJL ‘f led Dr, King hes

“‘L] {ions and Ray may not be April 4 “(f & 1a - iof [“”C' 111"

e o back outl even if he wanted {o @ “HG\,“?C d 1o ] \ h‘_ . the 1 '
I\.L()H(]u.‘,",“ he added. ” N dm”({“;‘: :

Some ohservers here belicved that ({ljﬂ’u"]rlr}d f ){ fﬂ
there could be a chanze belween z,m\ JC }CI(,]f vi
now gnd Monday, particularly if the \i"c ][ e
stale hecomes alarmed at public S curd, however,
Cl‘it‘l(iitlx

rant of arrest o Thi

escaping o slate penit
But the schedule of events for nx'\-;i‘. escaping for the st 1 B
2k wag velated by a source wi 0

therc.
tay hag beeir he
been clese 1o hoth 45 Ray has bees }’
Tesas lawyer }‘Cux Fore-

Vi
o

Ray and his N
U g wity Jail here MM
months under super-soc:
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undey supei-sccurity  pre-
cautions. e was capturcd
in the London Airport last
June 8 and relurned 1o
Mermphis where a grand
Jjury charged him in an
indictment
gree murder.

One hiteh in the various
reporls concerning Ray's
hearing Mondayv is that he
is noted for changing his
mind and his proclivity to
practice law with his at-
torney. There was the
pozsibility he might he in
disagreement wilth Fore-
man and fire him Monday
instead of following the
attorney's course .of ac-
tion. Ray has alres i
one of his atlor

"I was Percy';
(lo enter a guilt
the cource said.

Under Temncssee law in
capilel cages, a jury must
be impaneled after the
guilty plea is enicred. The
jurors will then hear from
three or four stule witnes.
weg, the souree gaid, Then
ey will delihorate and

ccizjon
. ])IC?L) , 1

e

with  first-de-.

relurn fo officially sct {he
sentence. et
Karlier, when they are
selected each will be asked
if he agrees to go along
with. the cowrtl's recom-
mendation of the 9%-year
seutence and the accep-
tance of the guilty plea. If
a juror does not, he can be
dismissed. And if the jury
deliberates and then
comes cul with a sentence
or finding other than that
discussed during the trfal,
the judge could dismiss
the jury and go through
the whole process again.
Some observers here
said Forcman, in planning
Lo enter a guilly plea for
Ray, was taking into
consideration the mass of
physical evidence
the accused assas

acaing

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

"\ 0 o ] S I S v B o -
2\ ! A R N7
- S 5 Hal PN
5 { AR E L 3 :
MR g E T

AT
A

Y
LA
l s I

€C) 1768 Mew York Times MNews Service
MENMPHIS, March 9-A spe-
cial court hearing for James
Farl Ray, accused of assuassinat-
ing the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., remained scheduled
for tomorrow after a series of
unusual meetings in the Mem- (Indicate page, name of
bhis courthouse tonight, newspaper, city and state.)
Cireuit Judge WP Feston Bat-,
tic came to the courthouse early
wnight after Ray had mel for
more than an  hour with his A=) Herald-T“xaminer
altorney, Perey Foreman, amid Los Angeles , falif,
reparts that Ray had had sec-
end thoughts about pleading
guilty to King's murder.
The judge stayed about

miates and would 1ol Coimmont
when he left. Ju the courthouse
at the samc time were Foremarn
and a prosecutor, P.M. Canale.

Tomoriow's c¢court hearin:
was scticduled at Foreman’'s re
quest. who had asked that Ra:
be present. Sources said tha:
Ray had agreed to plead guilty
and to accept a §9-year sentence
for the slaying of the civil- 110}11\
leader.

Last night there was an indi-
cation that Ray had changed hi-
mind and was contemplatine
fiving Foreman as his attorney. :
As this report gained streng! ‘ Date: 3/10/69
today, Foreman flew to Men Edition: M1ght Pingl
phis from Houston, his honr ' Author:
aud met with Ray i his ja Bditor:  DOn2ld Goodenow
G ~ N ' Title: Murkin
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Classification: I_::A_ h.h"-! C:h_/h
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. he, was pleadmg guilty of

( Aonsplracy
"YORK (h—Willi-

raphéfr of. James +Barl’
Ra,y\, said Tuesday he now
‘doubts that the: death of

Tiring the shot. BITTEwas |

insxstmg that there was'a
great deal else and that'he
had assistahee," bHu:e ‘said.

~Although he has Tnow'

concluded hat Ray. himn-

D Martind Luthér King', self made the- deéfsiort<to

% result of .a_con-
spmapy i

.- Huig; . Who 1nterv1ewed
:l sy after hxs .capturé and
Wl‘o’te aseries of magazine
artlcles hinting at a con-
spxracy,f said . in .a ‘televi-
ston’ interview .that he

concluded early. this YEAL - tinging drama in h1s life," S

that Ray made the déci
sion to kill Dr. King
hlmself

Ray pleaded guilty to
the murder of Dr. King in
a Memphis, Tenn., cou1t—
room Monday but declared
he did not accept the con-
clusion that there was no
conspiracy.

"What Ray meant in t}
courtroom yesterday... s
oo i

to point out t ¢

kill Dr, King, Huie added,
"But I do not know tlns
and Ray insists otherwise.
Ray has a strange mind
and a sharp one.

"He takes great satisfac-
tion out of the fact that we
still have doubts. That we
still have  unanswered
questions. He wants con-

Huie said.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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NEW YORK (B—Willi-
am Bradford Huie, bio-
grapher of Jumes Earl
Ray, said Tuesday he now

Dr. Martin Luther King
was the result of a con-,
» spuacv < -

Huie, who interviewed
Ray after his capture and
wrote a series of magazine
articles hinting at a con-
spiracy, said in a televi-
sion interview that he
concluded early this vear
that Ray made the &
sion to kill Dr. King
himself.

lay pleaded guilly to
the murder of Dr. King in
a Memphis, Tenn., court-
room Monday but declared
he did not accept the con-
clusion that there was no
conspiracy.

' "What Ray meant in the
lcoultxoogx vesterday

fe tried to point oul that

doubts that the death of

(Mounf Clipping in Space Below)

he was pIeachng guilty of

B?ographerof Ray(_*"

firing the shot. But he was
insisting that there was a
great deal else and that he
Vhad assistance," Huie said,

Although he has now
concluded that Ray him-
sclf made the decision to
kill Dr, King, Huic added,
"'bul I do not know this
dnd Ray insists otherwise.

Ray has a strange mind
and a sharp one.

"He takes great satisfae-
tion out of the fact that we
still have doubts. That we
still have unanswered
questions. He wants con-
tinting drama in his life,"
Huie said. e
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Angeles Times
Angeles, Calirf,

Date: 3/12/69
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. Editor: Mick By "Milliems

“We find no evidence of conspiracy in the sentencing v rile:  Murkin
of James LEarl Ray.”
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PRUE R

(Juestions

ISSUE: The sudden end of the Dr, King assas-
sination trial leaves many doubts unresolved.
What should be done to clarify matters?

The deal between the prosecution and
the defense which permitted James Earl
Ray to plead guilty to the murder of Dr.

- Martin Luther King Jr. and receive a
sentence.of 99 years may have served the
interests of justice and the requirements of
the law. But did it serve the public
interest? : '

Quite clearly the assassination of Dr.
King last April did not constitute simply
another homicide case, to be treated
routinely even to the point of a presen-
tence understanding between prosecution
and defense. Too much interest and doubt

revolve around the murder for that.

AN

‘Certainly it would have been preferable
if a normal adversary proceeding had run
its course, with witnesses called, evidence
presented and cross-examination allowed.
The reason WOLlld not have been o

About the Ray Case

have been to throw as much light as
possible on the question of whether a
conspiracy existed in the assassination.

The Shelby County prosccutor and the
Justice Department, after extensive inves-
tigation, say they found no evidence
suggesting a conspiracy. Beliefs to the
contrary nonetheless remain, even though
these beliefs appear to be entirely intui-
tive. A full trial would have gone far to
resolve many doubts.

The prosecution in the Ray case collected

‘thousands of pages of information which,

reportedly in minute detail, answer many
outsianding questions: about.how Ray got
his money (purportedly by smuggling and
bank robbery); his attitudes toward
Negroes; his travels and associates.

The " prosecution's evidence should be
made fully available to the public so that
matters now obscure or in dispute might
be clarified. This will not take the place of
an open adversary proceeding, but at least
it will do something to make up for the
unfortunate way in which the Ray case
was so suddenly terminated. = =
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