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The cloak of secrecy around 
James Earl Ray has been but­
toned even tighter under a 
new court order forbidding at­
torneys and other court officers 
from making virtually any com­
ments in the case.

The order handed down by 
Judge W. Preston Battle forbids 
those connected with the case­
regardless of how remotely— 
from granting interviews or 
holding press conferences.

It enjoined them from making 
any out-of-court comments on a 
specific list of subjects or “any 
and all other statements which 
may be prejudicial to a fair 
trial by an impartial jury in 
this case.

Specifically ruled out were 
any comments on legal strate­
gy- '

Battle, the judge who will pre­
side over Ray’s trial for murder 

, in the slaying of Dr. Martin Lu- ■ 
ther King Jr., acted alter a

■ committee of eight attorneys re­
ported it found “probable 
cause” to believe his previous 
no-publicity edict had been vio­
lated. .

The committee’s report said 
these probable violations arose 
from statements made by U.S. 
Atty. Gen. Rasey Clark: Sher­
iff William N. Monds Jr.; Ar-; 
thnr J. Hanes of Birmingham, J 
Ray’s attorney, and Memphis' 
attorney Russell X. Thompsons

Battle had named the commit­
tee of attorneys on Sunday, one 
day after Hanes; in an airport 
press conference here had 
charged that Ray’s rights were 
being violated by the tight secu­
rity precautions at the county 
jail. ■ . . .

Hanes also said King was 
slain here April 4 as part of a 
“Communist left-wing conspira­
cy” and that Ray was a victim 
of the same plot. ..------

Ray’s trial is set for Nov. 12.
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PAUL COATES

Eric Galt’s Trail™—and
Some Puzzling Angl

Come with me along a winding 
trail that, unfortunately, ends in the .
curve of a question, mark. •

When Dr. Martin Luther King was 
assassinated, I was in Puerto Vallar- 
ta, Mex., where I have many com- 
padres. Among them are Mexican 
artist Manuel Lepe, his wife, Laura, 
and her sister, Susana Quieroz, who 
manages the Hotel Tropicana.

On the day I was leaving, we had a 
farewell luncheon and, naturally, 
our conversation dealt with the 
tragedy in Memphis and with the 
rumor, then current, that the killer 
had fled to the nearby town of 
Mazatlan—a rumor fed by .the 
sudden appearance of a Mexican 
Coast Guard cutter that anchored in

(Jndlcate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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bered the man and volunteered the ® Why did Ray-Galt,.Jhe man
I recall somebody's saying, "Puer­

to Vallarta is the least likely place 
for a wanted man to hide out in 
Mexico. The American colony here 
is very clannish. They'd notice a 
stranger immediately and find out 
all about him." .

That theory seems ironical now. 
You see, Eric Galt was in Puerto 
Vallarta.

I learned recently that some three 
weeks after I left, a couple of FBI 
agents visited the town. At the Rio 
Hotel, they showed a sketch of the 
.wanted man and asked if he had 
"stayed’there. The manager remem-

nitormation that he had been a 
guest in the hotel. . ,

He gave the agents a registration 
card, signed "Eric S. Galt."

Then, the FBI men went to the 
Tropicana Hotel and asked Susana if 
she would look through her records 
and find Galt's registration. They 
said they knew he had stayed there. 
She checked and confirmed that he 
had. Only, this time, he had regis­
tered as "Eric Galt" with no middle i 
initial. ; I

I obtained duplicates of the regis- : 
tration slips from both hotels. They | 
show that the man representing 
himself as Galt had checked into the 
Rio on Oct. 19,1967, and later moved 
to the Tropicana, where he stayed

* until Nov. 13.
He claimed U.S. nationality and' 

had listed his residence as: 2608
1 i Highland Avenue,

' Birmingham, Ala.
’ This, as we now 

know, is the ad-
1 dress of the board- 
ting- house where

James Earl Ray, 
alias Galt, had 
rented a room un­
til early October 
last year.

' Employes of 
both hotels have 
vague r e c o 11 e c- 

1 tions of the man, 
whom they de- 

‘ scribe as "quiet," 
but they distinctly 
remember his car 
— a 19 6 6 white 
Mustang.

Now, I find 
° myself asking a lot

°L puling Que3: 
Tions. '

accused of plotting Martin Luther 
King's murder, leave Birmingham 
and go to Mexico six months before 
Memphis? .

o And why did an escaped convict 
on the lam drive a white Mustang, a 
car that might have attracted 
attention in Puerto Vallarta? Was it 
just bungling, or part of a carefully 
planned conspiracy?

® Was this really Ray-Galt, or 
some other man acting as a decoy?

The answers, of necessity, would 
fust be conjecture. But, in Friday's 
column,Til explore them.
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T
in Birmingham or Mexico?

Let pie trace the story of the man 
known as Eric Starve Galt.
' He was "born" during the summer 
of 1967, at the age of 36, when James 
Karl Ray, an escaped convict, ap­
parently began to use that alias. On 
Aug. 26, Galt rented a room in a 
boarding-house at 2608 Highland 
Ave., Birmingham,'Ala.

1 On Aug. 30, a 1966 white Mustang 
was purchased from a Birmingham 
resident, William Paisley, and re­
registered in Galt's name. It is 
reported that the buyer paid cash 
for it. Then Galt applied for an 
Alabama driver's license, which was 
issued on Sept. 6. It listed his age as 
36 and described him as: "5 feet-11, 

,175 lbs., brown hair, blue eyes."

He stayed at the boarding-house 
for about six weeks. His room was
on the ground floor and he papked 
his car on the street. And, aepdf-ding 
to the landlord, Peter C ’ 
ate all his meals at
"excepting the last eek, when he

____ he 
e house,

ate out. I don't know where." 
Cherpes also said that Galt never 
had. any callers or telephone calls 
during his stay, and that he paid his 
weekly bill in cash and on time.

On Oct. 7, 1967, he checked out, 
saying that he was going to Mobile 
to find a job. For the next two 
months, he seems to have disap­
peared. None of the newspaper 
stories covers his exact whereabouts 
until mid-December, when he turned

was in this resort town from Oct. 19 
through Nov. 13,1967. And residents 
of Puerto Vallarta remember a 
white Mustang seen in town during 
the same time.

But what was going on in Bir­
mingham while Eric Galt was 
"vacationing" in Mexico?

You will remember that on Oct. 30, 
Dr. Martin Luther King returned to 
that Alabama city to serve a five- 
day jail sentence and was taken to 
the jail at suburban Bessemer, a city 
described as a Kuz Klux Klan 
stronghold. On Nov. 1, he was 
secretly moved at night to the 
downtown Birmingham jail. At the 
time, Bessemer's chief warden said; 
". . . there's no doubt about it—the 
Birmingham jail is safer."

Safer from what?
Mel Bailey, sheriff of Birming­

ham's Jefferson County, recalls that 
he threw a tight security net around 
Dr. King during those five days. 
Bailey believes that a conspiracy 
existed to' murder the civil rights 
leader and has said that the killing 
probably was planned in Birming­
ham. Bailey also said that there was 
evidence that Galt was in Birming­
ham at the same time as Dr. King 
last October and November. '
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newspaper, city and state.)
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If the Sheriff was right, if Galt was 
indeed in Birmingham, then who 
was the man who registered in two 
Puerto Vallarta hotels as Eric Galt? 
And what about the white Mustang? 
Was this the same car that was 
bought by rGalt in Birmingham, seen 
in Memphis at the time of the 
assassination and, eventually, found 
abandoned in Atlanta? ; ' /

. These questions must be an-
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up in Long Beach, California.
But now, part of that gap is filled. 

As reported jin Wednesday's column, 
I have duplicate registration slips 
from two hotels in Puerto Vallarta, swered. Until they are,, we will'not. 
Mexico. They indicate that Eric know if Martin Luther King's mur- 
ffik® man using that name, who der was the work of one man or the
nsterfte Highland Ave. address, result of a ponspiracy.
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trial of the man accused oFSssassm- 
hi#^ Dr. Martin Luther King has 
Been ordered released front • jail. 
Bfcdit Court J u d g e WUt lam 
$Hearn ruled in Memphis, Tenn., 
that the witness, CManA-Sife- 
phens. Was being helcLWithout justi- 
ifiHtlon. Stephens had told police he 
saw a man run from a Memphis 
dooming' house bathroom where 
investigators say Dr. King's assassin' 
was stariding when the: fatal shot 
,w4s fired. The trial of the. accused 
d^M^Sjnfes Earl Ray, is scheduled 
toTeginNov. 12. ^ '^
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__ Lindquist said the red light 
; periods usually lasPliUotir/O

minutes while the food of 72 oth­
er prisoner “gets cold . . . When 
they get finished with Ray and 
our food is cold, they open back' 
up, come around and unlock our 
doors so we can eat.”

Lindquist said reading mate­
rial had been shut off to prison 
ers since Ray was incarcerated,

• MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) presumably to preclude the pos-i 
Maximum security efforts to

sives being slipped into jail.
Lindquist was jailed on

•charges of carrying a pistol and 
robbery with a deadly weapon­

Ray’s attorney, Arthur Hanes 
of Birmingham, also has pro­
tested the security measures

guard the man charged with the 
murder of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. has drawn critism 
from another prisoner in the 
Shelby County Jail.

Carl Lindquist charged that 
guards were neglecting other in­
mates because of rigid meas- but {or a djfferent reason. He 
ures adopted for the security of said the constant monitoring of 
James narl Ray.

Ray is confined in a steel- 
shuttered cell and subjected to

his client constituted “cruel and 
inhuman treatment” and added, 
that he feared for his client’s 
health.

Ray is scheduled to go on trial 
Nov. 12 for King’s slaying. The 
civil rights leader washout down

! by~aiTassassin’s bullet Aprmf1

round-the-clock lighting and 
television scrutiny.

Lindquist told of a red light 
alert which flashes on whenever 
the door to Ray’s cell is opened.!

“Since James E. Ray has I 
been here,” Lindquist said, “on' 
many occasions they (guards) 
have set our food on the benches 
in front of our cell and went on 
red light, which is when they 
feed Ray. or anytime they open 
his dooflor anything-----—

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP)-Dist. 
Atty. Gen. Phil Canale has de­
nied a defense charge that 
guards eavesdrop over micro­
phones on conversation^ be­
tween James Earl Ray%nd his 
attorney, Arthur B. Mes.

Canale, in a written reply 
yesterday to defense motions 
.filed last week, said the micro­
phones Ln Ray’s jail cell are 
turned off during his talks with 
Hanes, former mayor of Bir­
mingham.
"Kay i? scheduled to go on

Nov. 12 for the snipertrial
assassination of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr. last April 4.

"In truth and fact,” Canale 
said, “The petitioner Hanes has 
had tests performed at his re- 
ouest showing to the petitioner’s 
satisfaction that his conferences 
with Ray cannot be heard by 
guards in the cell.”

The defense motion asked 
Criminal Court Judge W. Pres­
ton Battle to order Sheriff Wil­
liam Morris to “cease and de­
sist” using television cameras,

bright lights and microphones 
to monitor Ray’s tightly~guard- 
ed cell on the third floor of the 
county jail building. ,

Hanes contended he had never 
been able, to talk to the prisoner 
without the presence of at least, 
two guards and without being; 
subjected to the scrutiny of tele-1 
vision cameras and micro­
phones.

Battle is scheduled to hear 
arguments on the motions F}i-i 
day, the same day set for a| 
hearing on a con^npt petition. I 

Hanes, two. wspaper repor- 
ilton of the Mem-ters, Roy]

phis P^s-Scimitai^and Charles
Edmundson of ' Commercial
Appeal, and ate investigator!

have been orderedRenfro H
to appe before Battle to show 
why th€y should not be held in 
contempt for violating the 
court’s pre-trial, anti-publicity 
ordeTin~the Ray caseW “
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ay
MEMPHIXTenn. (AP) - Ar-

thur J. H/hes raised the possi­
bility F/day that he may with­
draw as defense attorney for
James Ray, the man

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

charged in the slaying of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.

•'Serious difficulties have ari­
sen between me and my client 
on the best way to handle this 
defense,” Hanc-s told Shelby 
County Criminal Court. “At 
some future day I may have to

A-2 Herald-Examiner 
-----Los Angeles, Calif

'withdraw as counsel 
Earl Ray.”

Hanes surprise 
which he said was

for James

statement, 
agreed to

(Thursday, came at the end of a 
iday-long hearing on whether 
j Hanes and three other persons 
(should be held in contempt of 
j court for newspaper articles 
concerning Ray’s treatment in 
jail. .

Hanes told the court he made 
his statement “out of no fear” 
of what might happen to him. “I 
can take anything you can hand 
down,” he said.

He also lashed out at the com­
mittee of attorneys which 
watches over pre-trial publicity 
and said he would do his best 
for his client regardless of any 
prejudice by the committee. “I 
think prejudice was shown like 
grandmother’s petticoat under a 
miniskirt,” he said.

The hearing was continued 
until Monday morning.

Hanes denied earlier that he 
had made any statements preju­
dicial to his client’s case in the 
past and said, “I do not intend 
to do so in the future.” ;
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MEMPHIS Hl — The 
judge who will try James 
Earl Ray held four per­
sons in contempt Monday 
on charges they violated 
his guidelines restricting 
pretrial publicity in the 
case.

Arthur J. Hanes, the 
attorney for the man 
charged with the assassin­
ation of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, two Memphis news­
paper reporters and a 
private investigator hired 
by Hanes were held in 
contempt by Criminal 
Court Judge W. Preston 
Battle.

Called 'Prejudicial'
Battle ruled that com­

ments by Hanes and the 
investigator carried in sto­
ries written by the repor­
ters were "extremely pre­
judicial and constitute a 
clear and present danger" 
to impaneling an impartial 
jury to try Ray.

Battle withheld punish­
ment until a later date, 
indicating future con­
duct of the four men 
might possibly mitigate or 
purge the contempt find­
ing.

After the hearing, court 
was reconvened and the 
attorney,!,or the reporters 
—Ray Hamilton of the

Press-Scimitar and 
Charles Edmundson of the 
Commercial Appeal — 
asked the judge either to 
reconsider his ruling or 
sentence the newsmen im­
mediately.

Battle denied the motion 
to reconsider and said he 
was not ready to impose 
sentence.

Leaves Court Open
The attorney, Ezra K. 

Bryan, contended that 
holding sentences in abey­
ance would prevent the 
reporters from appealing. 
This, he said, left the way 
open for any court to 
abridge freedom of speech 
and the press.

Bryan called Battle's ac­
tion "censorship at its 
virulent best," and added: 
"The reporters and the 
newspapers are in limbo 
not under an order of the 
court but in the threat of 
punishment by the court."

"Like it or not," Judge 
Battle said, "it's my duty 
to follow justice and that's 
what I've done."

Trial courts, the judge 
said, had not sought the 
authority to regulate pre­
trial publicity but had the 
burden thrust upon them 
by the U.S. Supreme Court 
in its ruling on the Dr. 
Sam Sheppard c^sg.._The 
high court ruled then, Ke

said, that the Sheppard 
trial court should have 
moved to regulate out-of­
court news accounts,

Hanes and the investi­
gator, Renfro T. Hays, 
denied making some state­
ments attributed to them 
in newspaper stories deal­
ing with conditions in ; 
Ray's cell in the county 
jail. Hanes said that any 
comments he may have 
made to newsmen were 
points he had already 
raised in court. '

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

1-24 Los Angeles Times 
Los Angelesj Calif.

Hays denied making 
statements attributed to 
him in a story written by
Edmundson on Ray's jail i 
cell. The reporter insisted ■ 
that the story was true I 
and factual and Judge J 
Battle, noting the conflict­
ing testimony, said the
"court believes. Mr. Ed­
mundson." -

1 In another development 
Monday, Ray appeared in

, open court and lost a
i '-motion to have security hi ' 

his cell eased. ,
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probably continue the tri-
atirntil sometime in Jan
uary.

Foreman met with Ray
Monday in the prisoner's

state officials. The

is
a downtown

hotel less than two blocks

to
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Wirephoto

over t

MEMPHIS—As securi­

tin Luther King, new de­

Walter Preston Battle for
a continuance when the

He said he needs time to

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Judge Expected to Set January Date for
Case Involving Suspect in King Slaying

time, and it is known that
ty-minded officials made Battle does not wish to
last - minute preparations
to open the trial today
of James Earl Ray in the
assassination of Dr. Mat

fense attorney Percy Fore­
man moved to postpone it
indefinitely.

The noted Texas crimin­
al lawyer told newsmen he
will ask County Judge

trial is scheduled to open
at 9:30 a.m. today.

study and prepare the case
after taking it over Jess
than two days ago. Rays'
former defense attorney, 
Alabamian Arthur Ha^il 
Sr., withdrew Sunday cif-
ter an apparent falling out
with Ray.

Foreman's request for a
postponement is routine
under the circumstances,
and Judge Battle is ex­
pected to grant it. Contin­
uances are normally made
for 30 days.

However, the trial is
expected to last four or 
fiVe weeks beyond th’at

keep the jury tied fup 
during the Christmas holi­
days. This means he vnll

closely guarded Shelby
County jail cell and
huddled periodically with

wealthy attorney, keeping
close to his client,
staying in

from the county jail.
Also in Memphis 

■observe the trial is Ali­
chael Eugene, 30, the Bri­
tish attorney appointed 'to
Represent Ray in extradi- ;
tion proceedings when
Ray was arrested in Lon­
don last summer.

The Shelby County 
courthouse—where Ray is 
imprisoned one floor 
above the courtroom in
which he will be tripd— 

i wis sealed off Monday to

al persons except speci­
fied state and local offici
als. City police and county 
sheriff's deputies main­
tained an armed guard at 
key points around ths 

: building. ■*--------
EW ATTORNEY—Percy

is after taking

Los Angeles Times
Angeles, Calif
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MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — A| When told earlier Sunday ofreset it for early next year.
switch in lawyers just two daysirumors of the impending swifHi7~W. charged withnirsRic- 

gree murder, is accused of thebefore James Earl Ray was to!
stand trial on charges of mur­
dering Dr. Martin Luther King

Battle said he would grant a de-

Jr., raised doubts as to whether

'■ Jay “if Ray retains Foreman sniper slaying of King on April 
= and if he asks” for a postpone-14 while King was in Memphis

the trial will be held this year.
Ray took action Sunday to 

drop Arthur J. Han^, a former 
Birmingham, Al/ mayor, as 
his lawyer and retain famed de­
fense attorney Percy Foren/n 
of Texas. '

Foreman, whose clients have 
included Jack Ruby and heiress 
Candace Mossier, said he would 
go before Criminal Court Judge 
W. Preston Battle at 9:30 a.m.

to support the city’s strikingment.
It-was believed that Foreman 

would ask for at least 30 days to 
give him time to become famil- — —-------- „ , , _.-
iar with the case. Hanes, who'news conference cal e y - 
said the change came as a sur-j^_^!?.!P ’
prise to him, said he would not|sner'^ s£fld Forenaan an__w

garbage collectors. - - •
The surprise switch by Ray 

was announced in a late night

Tuesday—the time Ray’s trial is

object to the motion.
Since the trial is expected to 

last at least four weeks, a post­
ponement of 30 days would push 
the start of trial close to the 
Christmas; holidays—with the

result that Battled

a continuance.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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PERCY FOREMAN
AfJuTiies’Earl Ray defense

*'■ to

Ray’s brothers, John .and Jerry 
Ray, had come to the ’ail ear­
lier Sunday to see Ray.

“During the course of this vis­
it, certain decisions were made 
and a letter was written to Mr. 
Arthur Hanes Sr., attorney, and 
signed by James Earl Ray,” 
Morris said. -

“This letter was presented to 
me for reading by Mr. Foreman 
and it declared an intent by 
James Earl Ray to dispense 
with the legal services of Mr. 
Hanes and his son and of an in­
tention to obtain new counsel 
and a Tennessee lawyer.”

Morris also said Foreman had 
told him he intended to appear 
before Battle Tuesday morning 
and request a continuance.

The Tennessee lawyer to be 
retained by Ray was not named.

“The first I knew of this was 
at 8:20 this evening,” Hanes 
said in a brief news conference 

। of his own in a drizzling rain on 
'the steps of the county office 
building.

“I didn’t come to Memphis for 
the ride,” Hanes said. “I came 
to play ball. I was prepared to 
go to trial Tuesday morning.

However, Hanes added, 
don’t want a reluctant client.

Proceeds from Ray’s life sto­
ry, being written by Alabama 
author William Bradford Huie 
and already running in maga­
zine serialization, were being 
used to pay Hanes, but there 
was no immediate^irdication 
forkaywould pay Foreman.
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Switch From Hanes by James Earl Ray 
Will Probably Delay Trial to Next Ye«

___jail Sunday with two of 
Ray's brothers, John Ray 
and Jerry Ray.

The sheriff said the 
three asked to see Ray 
and during the visit "cer­
tain decisions were made 

’ and a letter was written" 
। ; to Hanes.

1

t; MEMPHIS, Tenn. Lg— 
'-James Earl Ray, charged 
jwith the murder of Dr. 
jMartin Luther King, en­
gaged a new lawyer Sun­
May who said a delay in 
Fay's trial would be 
.asked.
’. The sudden shift by Ray 
;bo famed defense lawyer 
Fercy Forem^f was an­
nounced in a late night 
news conference by Shel­
ly County Sheriff William 
N. Morris Jr., virtually on 
the eve of Ray's scheduled 
trial.
F Ray had been scheduled 
tor trial on a first-degree 
murder charge Tuesday.
' Foreman was expected 
to request at least a 30-day 
•continuance to familiarize 
;himself with the case, 
meaning Ray will probab­
ly not be tried this year.
> Declares Intention

> Morris said Ray had 
signed a letter of intent 
'.earlier Sunday to hire 
Foreman to represent 
him. .
? . "Mr. Foreman has told 
me that it is his intention 
to appear before Judge W. 
-Preston Battle Tuesday 
morning at 9:30 a.m. to re­
quest a continuance in the 
trial of the case pendin, 
^gainst^James Earl Ray, 
'Morris said. ----—-

"- Foreman wi I.l^replacj 
Arthur J. Hanaf of Bir­
mingham, who had repre-
tented Ray since shortly , , .
after he was apprehended. \ c are“ an In^ent by James 

Hanes said the sudden i Earl Ray to dispense with
switch came as a surprise ] the legal services of Mr. 
to him but that he would
not object to the motion to 
be offered Tuesday.

Sheriff Explains

"I first learned of this 
at 8:20 this evening,"
Hanes said after the sher­
iff's news conference. "I j 
was prepared to go to trial 1 
Tuesday morning.
. However, Hanes added, 
"I never want a reluctant 
flient."
' Hanes had told the court 
once earlier that serious 
difficulties had arisen be­
tween him and Ray over 
the conduct of the trial 
and that at some later date 
he might have to withdraw 
as counsel.
. Morris said Foreman, 
who once represented Jack 
Ruby and was defense 
counsel in the murder trial 
of exonerated heiress Can- 
d.acellosler, ■ cariie~to~ufe

"This letter was pre­
sented to me for reading 
by Mr. Foreman and it de-

Hanes and his son and of 
an intention to obtain 
new counsel and a Ten­
nessee lawyer,” Morris 
said.

Attorney in Doubt

There was no immedi­
ate indication of who this 
Tennessee attorney would 
be.

King was shot to death 
here April 4 while in Mem­
phis to support striking 
city garbage workers. Ray 
was arrested in London 
June 8 at the end of an 
extensive manhunt and 
returned to Memphis July 

< Ray has been held in a 
jail cell since then, under 
constant surveillance by 
closed circuit television 
and two guards. A tight 
no-publicity order was in­
voked by Battle, who is to 
preside at the triS----- --

(Indlcate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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NEW YORK (AP) - Jar'll 
Earl Ray, charged in the slay-

Liffer six weeks in Birmirg

pending lessons, visiteJjWhyQiTO- 
tisVand had a plasuc surgeon 

{change the shape of his nose.
“Before his nose could heal 

completely,” Huie wrote, “Ray 
received by mail on March 15 
the directive he had been ex­
pecting. He was wanted in Sel­
ma and Birmingham, Ala — 
where King was recruiting sup­
port for his poor people's march 
on Washington.”

Huie relates that Ray regis­
tered in a motel in Selma on 
March 22. and went to Atlanta 
the next day. He quotes a news 
dispatch that said King had 
gone to Atlanta on March 21, 

■ after a swing through Alabama.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A-2 
Tos

HERALD-EXAMINER 
Angeles, Calif.

ing of Dr. Martin 
Jr., is quoted in 
Look magazine as 
he unknowingly

ham, Ray went to Mexico wheivjKing was slain in 
Luther Kinm ^ met Raoul and, at R^oul Sj pg^n , on April 4. 
the current requeM. hauled a spare tire; Huie said he could .

across the border into Nuevoja[[ ^ learned from Rahaving said 
became in- Laredo. Huie relates.

Memphis

not reveal

jafter his trial, but that he
Ray traveled about in Mexico convinced King's murdervoived in “some sort of plot to

kill King” eight months before ^en drove to Los Angeles in No-
the murder. ■

Author William Bradford Huie 
says Ray wrote from his Mem­
phis, Tenn., jail cell: ‘T suppose 
I became involved in some sort

; vember. 1987, where, Huie says.
he received “a command to 
come to New Orleans for in­
structions.”

He quotes Ray as having writ­
ten that he drove to New Or-

plotted “by calculating

until 
was 
was 
men

who wanted to use his murder 
to trigger violent conflict, be­
tween white and Negro citi­
zens.”

“The primary target was the
of plot to kill King when I first, - , „
took those packages into the. leans> where Raoul said we < - iWrjtes. 
United States from Canada . . ’ more job to do and we d do 
But nobody told me anything! 11 *n about two or tee

" of months.”
Ray wrote that Raoul prom--

Ised him “travel papers” to any-

about any planned murder
King or of anyone else.”

The “packages” were
Identified by Ray or Huie.

The article quotes Ray 
having written that, while a

not

as
fu-

gitive in Canada Ln August. 1987. 
he met a man named Raoul who 
offered him money, a car and 
“travel papers” if he would es­
tablish himself in Birmingham, 
Ala., and make himself “avail­
able.”

Before leaving for Birming­
ham. Ray made two auto trips 
across the border at Windsor- 
Detroit with “packages” con­
cealed in his old car by Raoul, 
Huie relates. '

In Birmingham, Ray got a 
room and bought a white Mus­
tang with S2000 given him by 
Racul, Huie wrote. Raoul also
gave Ray 3500 for livi. e

IMeO^es of Amerjcs/Hliiie

where he wanted to go and 
.■ Jl’M and when he asked what 
' the job was he was told “not to

worry about it and not to ask 
Questions.” Huie states. Ray

peases and $500 for some cam-

s ■1 gave him $2,500 in
sm oiTs. the article relates. , 

7r'; n Los Angeles, Huie: 
savTEWfook dancing and bar-i

<1 
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ses living tnrdughout the
united States,

• Canada, England and Por-

Change Ordered to Give blew Attorney 
Time.to Interview Prospective Witness

MEMPHIS — Accus^dJ. Huie has never met Ray, 
assassin James Earl Ray, buFhas based his stories 
got a new attorney and a, on accounts handwritten 
110-day trial delay Tues- ’ by Ray and transmitted to 
day in the Dr. Martin Trim by Hanes. The con-
Luther King murder case, spiracy angle propounded

In a crudely-written let- by Ray suppo
ter and later in a barelv
audioIe voice, the 40-year-. 
old Ray dismis ’
Hanes

cd Arthur
Sr. and his son,

Arthur Jr., both of Bir-
, m ingham, Ala., as his 
counsels and retained cri­
minal lawyer Percy Fore­
man of Houston.

That set the stage 
Foreman to request
delay, which he did,
daring he intended to

pective witnesses.
The change-in lawyers 

apparently resulted from
disagreements
strategy and over financi­
al arrangements

am. Braaford Huie,
Alabama author, had with
Ray for his written ac­

from his jail cell, Ray 
has been peddlin. . a story 
that the King killing was a 
conspiracy. So far Look
Magazine, under contract
with Huie, has run two
installments of the Rav
account as told to Huie.

Foreman indicated that
Ray would not divulge 
further details until the
trial was completed. He
angrilv to say

would advise
Ray to cancel the contract

fense Hanes reportedly
preparing in the case

—that Ray was an unsus-
pecting dupe in the assas­
sination, po, bly a deco-.

Ray signed a contract
with Hanes
agreeing that his share of
the money for his account
of the King case would be
used to pay Hanes for his
legal services.

tugal, defense counsel was
entitled to additional time
to prepare th.

Judge Battle, overruling 
strenuous objections from
the prosecution,
the delay until March 3
and instructed Foreman to
report to the court by Dec. 
12 on whether his prepara­
tions indicated he would

Ray is accused of killin
Dr. King with a rifle shot
on April 4 as
rights leader stood on a
balcony outside his motel

nere. He was in
Mempnis to lead demon­

defendant, dressed
in dark trousm

red sports coat
t blue shirt and

solid dark blue tie, walked
into the small courtroom

„ , here preceded by Shelbv
Hanes, ex-FBI agent and Coun Sheriff William 

former mayor of Birming-
ham, already has been 
paid $30,000 under the
agreement, but claims he
is still owed $15,000 for
services and expen

However, Hanes denied
Tuesday that monev had
anything to do with the
dispute with Ray. He said
it was a matter of trial
strategy, that
this was the right time to
go to tr:ial but Ray didn't.

Ray, a vacant look in his
eyes ("It's always there,

M. D. Eugene, the
solicitor from London who
represented nim in extra-
ciuon p

quicxly took hi

doing?"
Sr., who only

His change of lawyers was Sun dav ’a subterfuge in order to TTf WaS prK2m' 
,ed with P

Criminal Court Judge W.
Preston Battle noted that
the motion for delav came

o^d." atele

letter of

tions tuaranieed t
fendant the riaht

id, with so

1-4 Los Angeles Times
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wrote to Hanes and asked 
irne wrote it,

"I did, sir," Ray said.
The letter, handwritten 

to "Dear Mr. Hanes," said: 
"Due to some disagree­
ments between me and 
you in regards to the 
handlings of my case I 
have decided to engage a 
Tennessee attorney and 
perhaps someone else. 
Therefore I would appre­
ciate it if you would take 

tno further actions on my 
case in Memphis, Teun. 
'Also I appreciate wlat 
Smu have already did for 
me. Sincerely, James 
R1F "
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(cPI)-; HP
mixed up case against James 
Earl Ray in the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
showed every sign this week of 
becoming -even more tangled 
before a single word of 
testimony is ever heard in
court.

Since 
dumped 
defense

Ray unceremoniously 
Arthur J. Hanes as 
attorney and hired

Percy Foreman last Tuesday, 
the case has quickly taken on 
these elements:

—Would-be eyewitnesses, one 
an 11-year-old boy, are cropping 
up to say they saw the assassin.;

—Attorneys, brothers, defen-J 
dant and authors are squabbling' 
over who should make howl 
much money out of the case. j

—Arthur Hanes is negotiating; 
to sell his story of Ray’s 
defense to Life magazine, and 
refusing to turn over his files, if 
he has any, to Foreman, who 
presumably could read them in 
Life if he wanted to.

-It appears possible that
- may have been hired 
a.+ an ingredient to add 

more racial tension to the April 
g of the nation's major 
this figure.
mysterious 
broaden -1

and phony 
over police

md thought to be posJble 
re of a conspiracy may
born the 
cf two ’ 

awators.

irresponsible

~,iays trial was postpone^:fjre S[ation 1.00 yards from the 
lilwday ween Foreman, Lorraine, breathlessly  ̂
celeoraied lexan woo aeieuded £jrenien gnd ^on was whisked 
heiress Candy Mossier and ,0 pokce headquarters, accord­
claims one loss to the electric ’
chair in LOGO murder cases, 
took over the defense.

The new trial date is March 3.
There are early indications that 
it. too may be postponed. The 
possibility of moving the trial 
outside Memphis to another 
Tennessee city also exists. |Cinb on a hill overlooking

Iwo of the many sides in llie^jniiiiglnmi, f^g former Bir- 
case claim at leas. oneimingham mavor noted another 
eyewitness each. The pi'osccu-idzarre element. ' 
tion claims Charles Q. Stephens,' “n wouldn't 'surprise me at 
a disabled war veteran whoLu » I(aiics said when asked jp 
lived in the dollar-a-day flop-lt wcre !ikdy that he was “set 
house tiie state said Kay waited.Up» by men plotted King’s 

murder, and in fact was never 
intended to take the case to 
trial.

The theory behind this plot 
within a plot. Hanes noted, 
could be that his selection—he 
was a segregationist mayor and 
successfully defended three Ku

Although Hanes' was dis­
missed out of hand in a 
penciled, two-paragraph letter 
signed ’'sincerely” by Ray, the 
attorney remains a cog in the 
center of the case.

In an interview at a private

in to kill King.
In an interview in Birming­

ham, Ala., Hanes claimed he 
had an eyewitness, “a bomb-
shell” whom he 
identify.

And there is the 
boy. whom Hanes 
never heard of. the

refused to

11-year-old 
claimed he 
prosecution Klux K'ansmen in the-highway

remains silent about and othei inu-rder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo—
sources say may have been
scared into silence.

The boy supposedly saw a ■

jwould make the murder appear 
;to be the work of while racists.

white man bearing a rifle jump 
from bushes atop an embank­
ment that faced the Lorraine 
Motel where King was standing

Author W i 11 i a m Bradford 
Huie, in. a copyright series of 
articles in Look magazine based 
on information from Ray,
contends there was a conspiracy

when he was shot. Behind the.lo kin King and its aim was t0 
amc tiajeclop touch off waves of racial

teen-aged harm — 
.. • I tion

bushes, in the s 
from window to 
bathroom windo

said
' hideout.

The bov

was

ran

balcony, is the Vi0]c.ce even morc 5Cvcre than 
,v ^ P10^'1'; that which actually occurred.

the ambush Hanes also noted that perhaps 
Ray saw him on Birmingham 

to a memp us ..e-ev—0R) cr rcad Cf jum jn 
Birmingham newspapers, when 
Ray allegedly was in the city

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state,)
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nave

However, Hanes was 
frequennigure in the 
news media last fall.

.Michael Eugene, Ray’

!‘°t a!and

Lon-;
don solicitor, was in Memphis
for the session of
court. He said in an interviov 
that Rav wrote Hanes mid F

said.
“I

Jerry, refused to see or “i keep my files right up 
to Hanes,” the attormy hH/’’ Hanes said, pointing-jo

offered to flv
anywhere they wanted, 
mid. “1 tried everythin 
book.”

In niid-Ocmbor. Ilm

them
his forehead, 
anything: titr

Hanos places, distance

T never forget 
, names, elates, 
s, calibrations—

in th< s all up here/

of the Boston Strangler, a few| ie. became convinced hay was 
days after his arrest June S. ’g°in£ 1° switen attorneys at the 

Eugene said Bailey turncd'a-’f ^e sche-
down the case in a transatlantic- "”er' ^ov‘ 1 lna -

i Whatever 
wherever

Hanes 
keeps

magazine wants Io

is, and 
it, Life; 
bum it.

“They offered me . a 
check,” Hanes said.

The unusual situation

blank

of an
attorney relieved of his dutiestelephone call. Hanes called Judge W. Preston Battle of , ,

also, to be briefed by Eugene. Shelby County criminal court!
Hanes said he and his son ordered Hanes last Tuesday to o v negotiating Lu sale of ha. 

auu ,. v , defense to a maior magazine,Arthur Jr., 27, took two davs off ?ive Foieman all ins riles ano- ■ f , J „ s , ■ work to discuss undertak-g research. Hanes was put under confiimed by Hanes and
Ray’s defense. $1,000 bond to enforce the ’ r ,■ ,,“Art and I figured it oui,”,W’s order °n the research>|Tjmc.Life bureau' chief in

contract employe for
one-timeianci a^so to prevent Hanes from j

‘talking about the case. [Chicago, said “no blank check’

Central Intelligence Agency and;
|was offered, no specific figure

former FBI. agent said “only 
two groups ’ could have done
this: the CIA

IHJet lennessee keep_ th^t [mentioned, and no contract yet
SI,OOft,” Hanes said. He said he

and black
militants financed by Cuba or 
Red China.” Hanes fell that

intends to ignore parts of the
court order and still 
jeopardize Ray’s defense.

Rav

not

[[signed.
j In the meantime Hanes has
• become aware of the large

owes Hanes $12,000 in
only a clandestine organization:addition to §30,000 already paid 
with the backing of some [him through money Rav made 
government could have accom/on Huie’s Look magazine

’sums often paid by mass 
circulation magazines and for 
foreign distribution rights of 
inside’ information on sensation-

_ now wonders if he 
shoiild have gotten "more and 
Huie less. And brother John 
Ray sold his South St. Louis 
tavern last week.

Percy Foreman, who has a 
warehouse full of merchandise 
[payments in lieu of cash, has 
|not yet said what his fee is for 
this, the biggest case of his life. 
Nor has he said where James I 
Earl Ray and his brothers! 

avoild get the kind of money 
{Foreman can command for 
such a case.

Finally, there is the fake 
chase of the white Mustang 

iaiitomobile broadcast on Mem­
phis police radio frequencies Fl 
and F2 minutes after the 
assassination. The FBI said Ray 
made his getaway in a white 
Mustang and at the time of the 
assassination it was thought the

plished the killing.
The two men settled on

militants as
took the case.

[articles. But not even payment 
black; of that would produce the files 

most likely. They; for Foreman, Hanes said.

! “However, nothin
I need that $12,000 like I

worked out ; need a hole in ‘he head,’’ Hanes

died brother loan; Hanes also said Alabama la
allows itornoy to keep his
case files if the client switci
to another 
paying his 
determined 
be/bst, of"

attorney without 
bill. He appeared

stolen. '

al cases.
Ray’s 

become 
result is

story in 
friction

brothers also 
aware of this.
some bickering

have 
The 

over
how much from which
which magazine. Th­
is thought to haw

pinny chase was a plot by 
accomplices to lure police'-info 
another part of town.

The Memphis Police Depart-' 
ment has leaked to several;

aged ham radio oper 
confessed they were i

./for the phony cha
contributed to Hanes’ troubles 
with Ray’s brothers, who felt 
Hanes should have gotten less 
and their brother more from 
Huie's articles. ’ '

and did it as a pra
However, police re; 

comment/ "
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By Associated Press

Two associates of the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., agreed 
Tuesday that his assassination 
was the result of a conspiracy 
rather than an unassisted act by 
James Earl Ray, who faces 
trial for the killing.

They differed, however, over 
what part Ray may have played 
in the shooting of the Southern 
Christian ‘Leadershi ''Confer-
ence head in Memp 
4.

In Philade
James L. Be

fs last April

hia
i

the Rev.
SCLC dwec-

tor, xpressid 
had either the

doubt that Ray 
mental or physi-

cal competence to have carried 
out the assassination.

balked by lack of a license from 
the Tennessee Bar Association 
to practice law inthe state. He 
told a news conference 
planned a court appeal.

Later, in AtlantaxThe Rev. 
Ralph David Abernathy,~who 
Succeeded T) ting as SCLC 
president, said he stands behind 
Bevel’s offer to help defend Ray 
but does not necessarily feel' 
that Ray was innocent of firing' 
the fatal shot. .

“I felt that Mr. Bevel was
merely seeking 
have said, that 
person is guilty 
Martin Luther

to state what I 
more than one 
in the death of 
King,” Aber-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A^B 
Los

Heraid-Examiner 
Angeles, Calif.

“We’ve allowed King to be 
killed under the guise of law 
and order and now we’re going 
to allow Ray to be lynched un­
der the guise of justice,” Bevel

nathy told an interviewer.
“I do not believe he was say­

ing that Mr. Ray did not pull the ’' 
trigger.” - -----

Bevel, who previously offered
to act as a lawyer for,Ray in his

i forthcoming trial, has been
Date: 1/29/69
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Abernathy Agrees Ray 
Shouldn't Be Scapegoat

Bxci«siv» ta Th* Ti

> ATLANTA — The 
Ralph David. Aber^hv 
agreed Thursda that 
Jaines Earl Ray should 
not be a "scapegoat" in the 
assassination of Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King.

Mr. Abernathy endorsed 
an earlier stateme by 
one of his: top ai s, the 
Rev, James B e^e 1, who 
said tie Icnei/ Kay was
"not guilty."

* from * Stiff Writer

. Ray, Mr. IJevel said, "I 
would like to inform you 
that I would be very 
happy to take your case 
without fee. I was present 
at t h e Lorraine Motel 
when Dr. King was killed.

; You have been charged 
with murdering him. Of 
course, I know that you 
are not guilty."

. At a press conference 
later Mr. Bevel was quot-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state*)

1-17 LA Times 
Los Angeles

But an aifle who issued 
the Abernathy statement 
emphasised that neither 
minister had said that Ray, 
who is charged with mur­
der in the assassination, 
did not actually shoot Dr. 
King.

What both men are 
trying to do, according to 
Tom Offenburger, public 
relations director of the 
Southern Christian Lead­
ership Conference, is to 
emphasize that the ques­
tion of guilt goes far 
beyond the matter of who 
pulled the trigger.

Mr. Bevel has offered to 
help defend Ray, who is 
scheduled to be tried in 
Memphis March 3. 
Whatever the value of the 
offer, Ray's attorney. Per­
cy Foreman, already has 
cooijjjjiiMr. Bevel. 
\ In a recent telegram to

ed as s a y i n g he had
"evidence that would free" 
Ray, but Offenburger says 
Mr. Bevel contends "he 
was misquoted or what he 
said was misinterpreted."

Mr. Bevel apparently 
initiated a conference tele­
phone call Thursday to 
Mr. Abernathy in the Vir­
gin Islands, where he is 
vacationing, and to SCLC 
staff members in Atlanta.

During the conference 
they discussed the Bevel 
telegram and agreed that 
the SCLC should conduct 
a vigorous campaign to see 
that American racism is 
properly blamed for the 
assassination. To further 
that objective Mr. Aber­
nathy, who succeeded Dr. 
King as president of 
SCLC, authorized Offen­
burger to issue a. state-
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Associated Press Writer

PHILADELPHIA (AP) - A 
ranking figure in the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer- : 
ence (SCLC) refused Sunday to ; 
elaborate on evidence he claims : 
could free Dr. Martin Luther/J 
King’s accused assassin. _

“1 have evidence thatybuld 
free him,” the Row jan Bey-. 
el said at a news confej^nce. "I  
^on "t * discuss the specific evi­ 
dence now because, it wouldn’t 
be beneficial to ■ James Earl 
Ray. But, he’s not guilty.” '

The director of SCLC’s non-vi­
olent education and direct ac- • 
tion program, sent a telegram 
Saturday to Ray in Memphis, 
Tenn., which read:

“I would like to inform you 
that I would be very happy to
take your case without fee. 
T was present on April 4 at the 
Lorraine Motel when Dr. King 
died—you have been accused of 
murdering him. Of course, I 
know you are not guilty.”

The 32-year-old civil rights ad­
vocate and former liaison offi- 
cer“oetwedh SCLC and militant

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)
o 
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man sitting here that shouldn't

1

£

-Associsted Press Wirephoto 

REV. JAMES BEVEL 
Offers to defend Ray

Negro groups, said he did not 
volunteer his information sooner 
because of the shock immedi­
ately following King’s slaying.

“I hadn’t prepared to be re­
sponsive to him,” Bevel said. 
"But then I thought, ‘Here's a

be here.’ ” 1
Ray is scheduled to go on trial­

March 3 in Memphis on * a- 
charge of murder. 7

“If he (Ray) decides not to 
take my services, that's his 
choice,” Bevel said. “I would 
continue to be very good and 
warm to him. I wouldn’t' be 
against him.”

Bevel is not a member of the 
bar, but a lawyer “by circum-' 
stances.” The native of Itta 
Bena, Miss., said he was quali­
fied to defend Ray because of 
the. legal experience gained 
while representing himself diir- 
ing several civil rights’ cases in 
Mississippi. . . ; “

Public Defender Hugh Stanton 
in Memphis has refused to react 
to the telegram as has Ray’s at­
torney, Percy Foreman of Hous­
ton. . ;

King was cut down by a sni­
per’s bullet while leading . si 
strike by Memphis garbage col­
lectors last spring. - .

His accused assassin was sub­
sequently arrested in London 
following an intensive manhunt 
and extradited to Tlemphis. .

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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KB
Saying He Has Evidence to Free Accused 
Assassin, Rev. James Bevel Offers Help

PHILADELPHIA (J)—A 
ranking figure in the 
Southern. Christian Lead- 
e r s h i p Conference said 
Sunday he had evidence 
he claimed could free Dr. 
Martin Luther King's ac­
cused assassin, hut he 
refused to elaborate.

"I have evidence that 
would free Hh," the Rev.  
James Be/el said at a 
news co erence. "I won't 
discuss 'the specific 
evidence now because it 
wouldn't be beneficial to 
James Earl Ray. But he'-s 
not guilty."

The director of SCLC's 
nonviolent education and 
direct action program, Mr. 
Bevel sent a telegram 
Saturday to Ray in Mem­
phis, which read:

"I would like to inform 
you that I would be very 
happy to take your case 
without fee. I was present 
on April 4 at the Lorraine 
Motel when Dr. King died 
-—you have been accused 
of murdering him. Of 
course, I know you are not 
guilty."

gThe 32 - year - old civil 
rIgTTnr~ailvocate and for-

mer liaison officer be­
tween SCLC and militant 
Negro groups, said he did 
not volunteer his informa­
tion sooner because of the 
shock immediately after 
Dr. King's slaying.

"I hadn't prepared to be 
responsive to him," Mr. Be­
vel said. "But then I 
thought, 'Here's a man sit­
ting here that shouldn't be 
here.'"

Ray is scheduled to go 
on trial March 3 in Mem­
phis on a charge of mur­
der.

"If he (Ray) decides not 
to take my services, that's 
his choice," Mr. Bevel said. 
"I would continue to be 
very good and warm to 
him. I wouldn't be against 
him."

Not Member of Bar
Mr. Bevel is not a mem­

ber of the bar, but a lawyer 
"by circumstances." He 
said he was qualified to de­
fend Ray because of the 
legal experience he gained
while representing 
self in several civil 
cases in Mississippi.

Public Defender

him- 
rights

Hush
Stanton in Memphis has 
refused to react to rhe' :

telegram as has~IS/s ; 
attorney, Percy Foreman : 
of Houston. ■ 1

Dr. King was killed by a ' 
sniper's bullet while in 
Memphis last spring to aid 1 
a strike by garbage codec- i 
tors. j

His accused assassin was J 
subsequently arrested in i 
London after an intensive J 
manhunt and extradited ■ 
to Memphis. :

Asked why he waited so" 
long to announce that hs 
had evidence, Mr. Bevel 
said it was not until now 
that he felt he "had 
enough evidence ..." 
enough to come to the 
conclusion" about Ray's 
innocence. .

He said that when Dr. ■ 
King was shot last April, 
he was standing,, "on the 
ground" outside the motel.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Ray Biographer Seize?
on Confer t Warrant

MEMPHIS M-

of JamesE#rl Ray, was 
arrestecRJPaTonTernpt of 
court warrant Friday after 
testifying before the Shel­
by County Grand Jury. 
Ray is charged with mur­
dering Dr. Martin Luther 
King last April.

Huie, who claims know­
ledge of a conspiracy in 
the King slaying, had been 
directed to appear before 
the grand jury and tell all 
he knows about the case. 
He was with the grand 
jury two hours and 40 
minutes.

The warrant was issued 
by Judge W. Preston 
Battle, who will try Ray 
when he goes to trial 
March 3. The contempt 
citation, issued in connec- 
tioh with magazine ar­
ticles Huie wrote, was 
based on Huie's alleged 
violation of a strict no 
pretrial publicity order is­
sued by Judge Battle.

Huie was released after 
posting $1,000 bond.

Huie's articles on Ray, in 
which he said Dr. King's 
death was the outgrowth 
of a conspiracy, appeared 

.magazine. He

to $35,000 for the material 
he used in writing them.

BattleJalso turned down 
a defense motion that 
Huie be allowed to meet 
privately with Ray in his
jail cell.

The judge said he 
convinced the Look 
tides have "caused 
mendous damage" to

was 
ar- 

tre- 
the

Ray trial and would ren­
der it difficult te^shtsis a 
jury "within a reasonable
l^th^time."

"In light of what has 
happened in the past, I 
don't trust Mr. Huie not to 
violate those orders again 
in the future when he 
feels like it," Battle said.

Battle also denied a 
motion that Ray be photo­
graphed in his cell for a 
magazine. ’

Percy Foreman, Ray's 
lawyer, had said money 
gained from the sale of 
such photos would go to­
ward paying for Ray's 
defense. But Battle said 
making pictures available 
on an exclusive basis 
would he "desecrating the 

^templeof justice.fes^_
Before going be^^ 

jury, HUie told newsmen 
he could name others he 
said were involved in Dr. 
King's slaying, but pro­
bably wouldn't dp so be­
fore the grand jury;— —

"I can't name people 
who I think may be in-

volved until they are ar- 
fested. Leonid be sued for 
libel," said the author.

"I am not in the law 
enforcement business," 
Huie said. "The only infor-, 
mation I have is informa- 
fe'W me by James 
EaFI Ray. All pf it has

been made avail&whe 
FBI and the state t of 
Tennessee."

Judge Battle has cited 
sg^^thers
ing his no-publicity edict.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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volved until they are ar­
rested. I could be sued for’ 

,U libel," said the author.
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MEMPHIS Lb — William 

Bradford Huie, biographer 
of James Hari Ray, was 
arrested fin a contempt of 
court w/rrant Friday after 
testifying before the Shel­
by County Grand Jury. 
Ray is charged with mur­
dering Dr. Martin Luther 
King last April. .

Huie, who claims know­
ledge of a conspiracy in 
the King slaying, had been ; 
directed to appear before . 
the grand jury and tell all 
he knows about the case. 
He was with the grand 
jury two hours and 40 
minutes.

The warrant was issued 
by Judge W. Preston 
Battle, who will try Ray 
when he goes to trial 
March 3. The contempt 
citation, issued in connec­
tion with magazine ar­
ticles Huie wrote, was
based on Huie's alleged 
violation of a strict no 
pretrial publicity order is­
sued by Judge Battle.

Huie was released after 
posting 51,000 bond. -

Huie's articles on Ray, in 
which he said Dr. King's 
death was the outgrowth 
of a conspiracy, appeared
in I. magazine.
purportedly paid Ray’

to. $35,000 for the material 
he used in writing them.

Battle also turned down 
a defense motion that 
Huie be allowed to meet 
privately with Ray in his
jail cell.

The judge said he 
convinced the Look 
tides have "caused 
mendous damage” to

was 
ar- 

tre- 
the

Ray trial and would ren- 
deimt difficult to obtain a 
jury "within a reatolialil 
length of time."

"In light of what has 
happened in the past, I 
don't trust Mr. Huie not to 
violate those orders again 
in the future when he 
feels like it," Battle said.

Battle also denied a 
motion that Ray be photo­
graphed in his cell for a 
magazine.

Percy Foreman, Ray's 
lawyer, had said money 
gained from the sale of 
such photos would go to­
ward paying for Ray's 
defense. But Battle said 
making pictures available 
on an exclusive basis 
would_be "desecrating the 
temple of justice."
Before going before the 

jury, Huie told newsmen 
he could name others he 
said were involved in Dr. 
King's slaying, but pro­
bably wouldn't do so be­
fore the grand jury.

“I can't name peonle. 
who I think may^be in­

"I am not in the law 
enforcement business," 
Huie said. "The only infor­
mation I have is informa­
tion given me by James 
^LLIdy' ^H of it_ has 

‘been made available to the “ 
FBI and the state of 
Tennessee."

Judge Battle has cited 
several others for violate 

-igiis^no-publiefty edict
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iMier'of Ray ^"pim^t 
firing the shot. W fie was

UWNi €onspil,acy insisting that there was’a 
’h,EW. YOfiK G?) Willi- great.deal else and that he 

am Bradford Huie; bio-.
graphOY of Jafces tEarl' ^*^^
Ray, said Tuesday he. now \Although he has now 
doubts that the death of concluded that Rdy h^n- 
Dr/ Martin, Luther King self made, the decisioir do 
jjgfcAj result of a con- kill Dr. King, Huie added, 
^piracy. - .c=a "But I do not know this 

" and Ray insists otherwise.
Ray has a strange mindHuie, who interviewed 

Rgy after his capture and 
Wrote a .series of magazine 
articles hinting at a con- 
spiracyj said in a 'televi­
sion .interview that he

and a sharp one.
"He takes great satisfac­

tion out of the fact that we 
still have doubts; That we 
still have unanswered

- , , , , T. questions. He wants con-
b e^ early this ygax—H^uing drama in his lif^I 

that Ray made^the deci- Huie said.
sion to kill Dr. King 
himself.
' Ray pleaded guilty to 
the murder of Dr. King in 
a Memphis, Tenn., court­
room Monday but declared 
he did not accept the con­

' elusion that there was no 
conspiracy.

"What Ray meant in ti 
cpurtgipm yesterday—- 
ferOTa to point out L 1'
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'Questions About the Ray Case
ISSUE: The sudden end of the Dr. King assas­
sination trial leaves many doubts unresolved. 
What should be done to clarify matters?

The deal between the prosecution and 
the defense which permitted James Earl 
Ray to plead guilty to the murder of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. and receive a 
sentence of 99 years may have served the 
interests of justice and the requirements of
the law. But did it serve the 
interest?

Quite clearly the assassination 
King last April did not constitute

public

of Dr. 
simply

another homicide case, to be treated 
routinely even to the point of a presen­
tence understanding between prosecution 
and defense. Too much interest and doubt 
revolve around the murder for that.

Certainly it would have been preferable 
'if a normal adversary proceeding had run 
its course, with witnesses called, evidence 
presented and cross-examination allowed. 
The reason would not have been to 

Ray's guilt, which seems plainly 
established. The reason, rather, would

have been to throw as much light as 
possible on the question of whether a 
conspiracy existed in the assassination.

The Shelby County prosecutor and the 
Justice Department, after extensive inves­
tigation, say they found no evidence 
suggesting a conspiracy. Beliefs to the 
contrary nonetheless remain, even though 
these beliefs appear to be entirely intui­
tive. A full trial would have gone far to 
resolve many doubts.

The prosecution in the Ray case collected 
thousands of pages of information which, 
reportedly in minute detail, answer many 
outstanding questions: about how Ray got 
his money (purportedly by smuggling and 
bank robbery); his attitudes toward 
Negroes; his travels and associates.

The prosecution's evidence should be 
made fully available to the public so that 
matters now obscure or in dispute might 
be clarified. This will not take the place of 
an open adversary proceeding, but at least 
it will do something to make up for the 
unfortunate way in which the Ray case 
was so suddenly terminated. "---------'
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