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pleaded guilty Monday to the sniper
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King
last April and was sentenced to a 99- Ray was ready to change his plea
year term in prison, rhe sentencing
came on Ray's 41st birthday.

His change of plea from innocent
brought an unexpectedly sudden
end to the case and saved him from

possible death sentence.
capture and trial followed a massive

and manhunt thatinvestigation
began on April 4, 1968, when the
civil rights leader was fatall
while standing on the balcony of a

The entire court proceedings Mon­
day, which included empaneling a
jury as a technicality to hear a
resume of the state's case, took only

The brief trial also touched on a
major question in the entire investi­
gation and search for Dr. King's
killers—whether it was part of a
conspiracy.

The judge and attorneys for both
sides emphasized at Monday's

that thereproceedin
evidence of a conspiracy in the case, 
but Ray said he couldn't agree.

Chief prosecutor Phil M. Canal
told newsmen that racial

hatred was trie motive. He said that
Ray, who had escaped from Missouri

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Statp Penitentiary about
before the assassination, apparently
had lived off funds saved virile iif
prison and obtained through rob-

and smuggling.
That, answered two major ques­

Los Angeles Time:

tions raised by skeptics of the one- Angeles
man crime theory. But Ray himself

another arguing pointgave skeptic
by rising during the proceedings to
say that he would not agree there
was no conspiracy.

Canale said Ray's chief counsel,
famed Houston lawyer Percy Fore­
man, came to him Feb. 21 and said

from innocent to guilty in exchange
for not getting a death sentence.

Canale agreed, provided that Ray
would receive a 99-year sentence,
under which he cannot be consi­
dered for parole for 30 years.

In Nashville, prison authorities
said Ray would be housed in an
isolated cell in the maximum securi­
ty buildm

An all-male jury of 10 whites and 2
Negroes, impaneled only after each

3/11/69

juror agreed to abide by the court's
decision to accept the plea and 99-
year sentence, heard Foreman say

■ that he cross-examined his client for
more than 50 hours before agreeing
with former U.S. Atty. Gen. Ramsey
Clark and FBI director J. Edgar
Hoover that no conspiracy was

Earlier, Ray had sat quietly,
staring vacantly, agreeing with va­ hb-1^7b
rious stipulations of evidence and
with a series of questions from
Judge W. Preston Battle
whether he was pleading guilty

oluntarily and understood h i s
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But later Ray quickly _ 
rose-and, in a high ,

.pitched, nasal voice, said: 
["Your Honor, I would like 
‘to'say something. I don't 
want to change anything 
that I have said, but I just 
want, to enter one other 

‘.thing. The only thing Ij 
have to say is that 1 can't 
'Agree with Mr. Clark." J 
'' F o r e m a n: "Ramsey 
'Clark." . i
[Judge Battle: "Mr.

who?" '. ’ ■■■ '

Hoover, I agree 'with2 all
rid I'mthese stipulations,_ . . . . the scene, the murder

not trying to change any- weapon and other items of
'thing."

■ Judge Battle: "You don't 
agree with whose theo­
ries?" •

Ray: "Mr. Canale's, Mr.
Clark's and Mr. J. Edgar 
Hoover's about the con-
spiracy. I don't want to than the guilty plea and 
add something on that I sentence, noting that Ten- 
haven't agreed to in the nessee had not electrocut­
past." ed anyone since I960 and

Foreman: "I think, that no one from Shelby Coun- 
what he said is that he ty (Memphis) since 19-18. 
doesn't agree that Ramsey He said he consulted 
Clark is right, or that J. Negro leaders and repre-
Edgar Hoover is right. I sentatives of Mrs. Coretta 
‘ ’ as King, widow of the rightsd i d n't argue that 
evidence in this case . 
you are not required 
agree with it all."

Position Clarified
To clarify Ray’s position, said, but withheld judg- 

Judge Battle reiterated ment as to whether they 
the question, "Are you believed a conspiracy was 
pleading guilty to murder involved.
in the'first degree in this Canale said that while 
case because you killed there was no evidence of a
Dr. Martin Luther King conspiracy, if any ever 
under such circumstances developed the state would 

. that it would make it vigorously investigate and 
legally murder in-the first prosecute if the facts war­
degree under the law_ as rant.eel.
explained to you by your Askeo at a press confer- 
lawyer?*

sir," Ray replied? 
' ‘the prosecution put on 
several witnesses to.estab­
lish. the killing and link 
Ray to the crime, then

p r o s e c u t o rassistant
James C. Beasley read a 
lengthy narrative of proof 
he said the state would 
have produced had the 
case gone to trial. .. • -

Ray stipulated (agreed 
to) the proof which, snared 
him in a strong web of 
c i rcurnstantial evidence, 
including testimony put­
ting him at the scene of 
the crime and several 
fingerprints and other 
evidence linking him to

evidence. '
Canale, who had planned 

to ask for the death penal­
ty if the trial had been 
held, told a reporter he did 
not see how the state 
could have fared better

. .pleader before agreeing to 
tojthe guilty plea. They op­

posed the death _ penalty 
for Dr. King's killer, he

ence about Ray's motive, 
Canale said , "Race had a 
lot to do with it," but he 
declined to elaborate. '

—However,. assistant 
prosecutor RobertTYwyer 
told a reporter the state 
had considerable evidence 
that Ray was a racist. He 
made his anti-Negro views 
known in bars in Los 
Angeles a n d Canada, 
Dwyer said, and once was 
suspected of assaulting a 
Negro who was dating a
white woman in Los 
geles.

He s a i d there 
evidence that Ray 
persuaded at least

An-

had 
two

persons in Los Angeles to 
join George C. Wallace's 
A m e r ican Independent 
Party last year and that 
while serving a prison 
ter in at Leavenworth, 
Kan., Ray refused to work, 
on a farm because he 
would have to work with 
Negro prisoners.

Dwyer said, "Like Sir­
i han Sirhan and Lee Har- 
■ vey Oswald, he was psy­
chotic and wanted recog­
nition. He was a loner. We 
studied his psychiatric re-. 
ports from prison." .

The fiery prosecutor, 
who led the state's case in 
several preliminary hear­
ings before Monday, said 
he thought Ray decided on 
the plea "because he was
rifraid he would get 
death • sentence and 
politicked right to 
chair." - ■ ; •

Dwyer indicated he

the

the

felt
Ray is trying to keep alive 
the conspiracy theory be­
cause it helps him sell his 
story. And one observer 
quoted Foreman as saying 
Ray "doesn't want to kill 
the golden goose." Ray 
signed a contract with 
author William Bradford 
Huie to write his story.

In concluding the hear­
ing, Judge Battle said that 
while there was no 
evidence for conspiracy, 

_Y.fMhis defendant was a 
' member-of a conspiracy to ' 

kill the. decedent, no mem­
ber of such conspiracy can 
ever live in peace or 
security or lie down to 

■ pleasant dreams, because 
in this state there~Ts ‘nd
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■‘'^Ji^ jJ limitations in 
capital cases such as this."

Ray strode into the 
courtroom at 9:50 a.m., 

' staring straight ahead and 
gripped on each side by 

. 'sheriff's deputies. He wore 
his familiar blue-checked 
sports coat, white shirt 
and blue tie.

' Eight minutes later he 
had pleaded guilty, after 
hesitating only slightly.

The hearing was con­
ducted under strict securi­
ty precautions. And doz­
ens of deputies roamed the 
old Criminal Court. Build­
ing. One street in front of 
the building was barricad- 
.ed and newsmen were 
thoroughly searched be­
fore they could enter the 
courtroom. There were on­
ly about 25 spectators in 
the room.
Ray's Rights Explained
Judge Battle explained 

to Ray his rights under 
.' the law. He read a list of 

s t i p u lations informing 
' Ray, for example, that in 
' accepting the guilty plea 

he was waiving most 
rights to appeal.

"You are pleading guilty 
because you killed Marlin 
Luther King,?" the judge 
-asked a second time: ■ .

' "Yes, I am pleading 
guilty," Ray replied.

Within three minutes 12 
■ jurors were seated and 

had agreed to accept the 
■ plea and the sentence.

' The state's case was 
even more complete than 
many observers had 
thought. It brought out 
more clearly than ever 
before the mass, of clues 
that Ray left behind dur­
ing an odyssey that took 

' him across the country 
and into Mexico and Cana­
da after he escaped from 
the Missouri State Penite- 
nimry in April, 1967.

It showed that Ray left a 
broad trail around the 
country despite the use of 
such aliases as Eric Starvo 
Galt, John Willard and 
Harvey Lowmyer. Canale, 
in a news conference later, 
quickly punctured two of

the. favorite conspiracy 
theories about the assas­
sination. . . •

For one .thing, he-said, 
■ Ray earned a "substantial 

amount of money" at the 
Missouri State Penitentia­
ry which he got. out some 
way. He said he thought 
Ray also earned money 
smuggling goods between 
Canada, the United States 
and Mexico. Canale said 
Ray probably committed 

' two or three holdups, not 
including one in London.

He also had dismissed 
conspiracy theories about 
Ray's obtaining a passport 
in Canada from some mys­
terious u n d e r g r o u n d 
source. He said it was 

' common knowledge in a 
state penitentiary at Mis­
souri that "it was easy to 
get a passport in Canada."

He also said Ray pre- i 
sumably, got two names 
and addresses for Cana­
dian passports out of old 
newspapers. Canale told 
the jurors that his staff 
had covered 5,000 pages of 
investigative reports from 
various police agencies 
and traveled thousands of 
miles tracing Ray's where­
abouts. .

No Looks at Jurors
"I state to you we have 

no evidence that there was 
a conspiracy to murder 
Dr. King, and if there is at 
any time evidence of this < 
nature involved, I assure 
you we will take prompt 
and vigorous action in 
searching it out and seek­
ing an indictment," he 
said.

During’ the proceeding 
Ray sat right behind Fore­
man. He avoided looking . 
at the jurors or four of the ' 
five witnesses the state put 
on the stand. ’ . 7 U .

But Ray did notice one 
witness who stood behind : 
him near a large mockup I 
of the assassination site I 
and described how the 
civil rights deader was 
lying in a pool of blood. 
Ray turned his head back 
over his shoulder and
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•frqwnc_d_'§t the witness, 
the'Kev. Samuel K Kyles.

Other witnesses also tes­
tified. They ■were Chaun- 
sey Eskridge of Chicago, 
Dr, King's attorney; Dr. 
Jerry T. Francisco, county 
medical examiner;'. Police 
Inspector N. E. Zachary 
and Robert Jensen,: FBI 
agent in ' charge ' of .the 
Memphis office. ■ . .

-Foreman1 then addressed 
the' jurors, ' pacing back 
and forth and occasionally 
brushing back a mop of 
hair that fell over his face.

To Save Mis Life
"I’ve never had any 

hopes of anything but to 
save this man’s life," he 
said. "All of you were as 
well informed, as I was 
about this case when I 
took it. It took me a month 
to convince myself what 
Clark and FBI Director 
Hoover announced last Ju­
ly:- that -there was no 
conspiracy. ■

."I .crossmxamined my 
client for more than 50 
hours," Foreman added. -

Thirty minutes after the 
hearing had begun the 
jury was sworn in. Canale 
read the indictment. Fore­
man reaffirmed the plea of 
guilty. The first witness, 
Kyles, took the stand.

The state began laying 
out the details of Dr. 
King's death and also 
hearing testimony that no 
one was seen in the bushes 
in the area from which the 
shot had come.

Zachary recited a long 
list of items police found 
in the flophouse room Ray 
had occupied across the 

■ street from the Lorraine 
Motel where Dr. King was 
staying. He also listed 

- numerous items found on 
the sidewalk near Ray's 

' parked white Mustang. 
; These included a blue 
; zipper bag, a rifle, a pair 
' of binoculars, a pair of 

piYcrTJa'hammer, a paner

bag. T-shirt, under- .
shorts, a transistor radio, a 
hair brush, two cans of 
beer, a bottle of after­
shave lotion and an April 
4 front, page of the morn­
ing Commercial Appeal 
with information . on Dr. 
King’s stay in the racially- 
troubled city. '

The items provided doz­
ens of clues. The state 
spent 56 minutes in an 
elaborate recital of what 
■witnesses and evidence 
they would have produced 
in court if there had been 
a full scale trial. .

For example, the state 
said the satchel Ray 
dropped outside the flop­
house contained under­
wear that still carried his 
L o s Angeles 1 a u n d r y 
marks. .

It also revealed just how 
close Ray must have come 
to being- seen by police' 
when he left the flophouse 
after shooting Dr. King, 
walked several feet on the 
sidewalk, dropped his bag 
and jumped into his car.

Squacl Cars Nearby
Three squad cars were 

parked only about 50 feet 
away and police swarmed 
inside a branch fire station 
not far from the Lorraine 
Motel. Officers inside 
heard a shot and scattered 
around the area. Ray pre­
sumably d ropped his 
satchel when he saw the 
police, as well as the gun 
and a pair of binoculars.

The state traced Ray's 
travels from Memphis to 
Atlanta that night, and his 
arrival in a low-income . 
housing settlement early 
in the morning. .

From Atlanta the state 
followed Ray's course to 
Canada, then to London-, 
Lisbon and back to I.on- 
don where he was caught 
on June 8. Ray was on his 
way to Brussels. Police 
found a .38 caliber snul^ 
nosed'revolver otrtiuii-'

When he was arrested at 
the'airport they "also’ dis-
covered in his luggage a 
camera that fit the box 
found in his abandoned 
car in Atlanta. .

The suit of clothes he. 
wore in London had been 
traced earlier to Canada 
and police knew Ray had 
asked the tailor who made 

. it to mail it to him in 
Birmingham, Ala.

They also traced fibers 
from the suit as well as 
numerous other articles 
discovered at the flop­
house to Ray.

They also explained that, 
before the assassination, 
Ray had lived in Canada, 
briefly in Mexico and in 
.Los Angeles, where he 
attended bartender and 
dancing schools.

Ray's fingerprints were 
found on the rifle scope, a 
can of beer, the after­
shave lotion bottle and on . 
the newspaper's^ f_r_p nt 

. Page. . I
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i MEMPHIS. Tenn. (UPI)- 
James Earl Ray pleaded guilty 
tj the murder of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. in return for 
his life Monday, but he hinted 
he was not alone in the plot to 
slay the civil rights leader.

After an hour and 55 minutes 
of token testimony a jury of 12 
men, by prearrangement, con­
victed Ray and sentenced him 
to 99 years in prison.

But Ray himself announced 
he disagreed with the theory 
that there was no conspiracy to 
kill King, Judge W. Preston 

.Battle warned that any conspir­
ators could never rest easy, and 
the Justice Department took 
virtually its first notice of
theories that King’s 
tion last April 4 
conspiracy.

“The investigation

assassina- 
was a

into the
original allegations of a con­
spiracy is still open,” said a 
spokesman in Washington a few 
hours after Ray was led out of 
the. Memphis courtroom.

Ray changed his plea to guilty 
in return for the 99-year 
sentence and went on trial 
instantly rather than wait until 
his scheduled April J trial. His 
attorney, famed Texas trial 
lawyer Percy Foreman, evident-
ly feared Rav might be
sentenced to die—even though 
no one has been executed in 
Tennessee in seven years—if he 
maintained his innocence.

Both King's widow and his 
successor? the Rev. Ralph

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

11 ‘
Abernathy, insisted others were 
involved in the murder and 
demanded that the investigation 
continue. Negroes throughout 
the South called the two-hour 
trial a "cover-up.”

Ray stood up in court to say 
“I can't gree with Mr. Clark.”

Judge Battle, taken aback,

__Rumors were prevalent__gll 
weekend that Ray was going to 
change his plea to guilty at 
Monday’s swiftly-called hearing.

Ray, wearing the blue 
j checked suit he has worn for 
, practically every appearance 
isince his arrest in London June

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Ar3 Herald- 
Angeles

.xaminer 
Calif.

asked “Mr. who?”
“Ramsay Clark,” 

attorney general, 
Foreman. Clark 
several times that 1 
Ray was involved 
killing. So, during

the former 
explained 

had said 
no one but 

in King’s 
: Monday’s

proceedings, did Foreman and 
prosecutor Phil Canale.

“You don't agree with whose
theories? asked Battle. 

"Mr. Canale's, Mr. Clarks

.8, appeared in the heavily 
[guarded courtroom at 9:45
CST. Judge Battle came 
minute later.

Foreman announced he

a.m. 
in a

was
changing the plea to guilty in 
return for a 99-year sentence.

"Is this what vou want to
do9" Battle asked Ray. 

’’Yes, I do,” Ray replied. 
At 9:50 a jury—which

■ .been hearing cases

and J. Edgar Hoover's theories 
about the conspiracy.” said 
Ray. He said no more, and was 
asked no more, about a

weeks—was brought 
courtroom intact.

At 10:17, after Ray

for 
into

had 
two 
the

made his

conspiracy.
Ray celebrated 41st

birthday Monday, and he will be 
eligible for parole when he is 71.

remarks about conspiracy theo­
ries, the jury was sworn in. It 
took five witnesses an hour and 
55 minutes to establish a case 
against him.

Much
An isolated maximum security' telling
cell was ready for him at state 
prison in Nashville 200 miles 
away. There were indications he 
might be sped there late Mon­
day night.

The question of a possible 
conspiracy virtually oversha­
dowed Ray's conviction.

through 
to the 
balcony 
at dusk 
claimed

of it was devoted to 
how King died, shot 
the neck. He fell dying 

cement second-floor 
of the Lorraine Motel 
on April 4. The state 
Ray slew him with a

ngle rifle bullet, fired
the bathroom 
flophouse acres

window
from 

of a
M u I b e r r v

“It has not been established [Street. ' 
at this time that there was any! The jury convicted Ray bv a 
conspiracy.” said the judge,>how of hands in the jury box 
before turning the case over topntp passed sentence without 
the jury. “This is not conclusive!Cver leaving the courtroom-'
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BY JACK NELSON
Times Staff Writer

MEMPHIS—-The motives of the Dwyer, other prosecu

Kav s
(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

mysterious James Earl Ray — in ' t o'r s
killing Dr. Martin Luther King and " 
in promoting the theory of '
conspiracy—form the crux of 
controversy that may never

investigators
rgue that none of the

a ^unanswered questions is 
bc ' germane to the question of

resolved in the public's mind.
Prosecutors and investigating of­

ficers are convinced that Ray killed 
out of insane racial hatred, that he

> Ray's guilt and none rais-

. Zachary and otlier_offi- 
ciafs have pointed' oulllkit 
none of the critics has 
cited any evidence linking 
a n o t h e r person to the 
.crime, that most of them 
■simply say they "believe"

es substantial suspicions there was a conspiracy, 
about a conspiracy the "believers" arc

, „ br. King's Widow, Mrs.. In essence, these are theacted alone, and that he has raised ; ’° ° 1 1
the quests of a conspiracy because d.uoM on. raised moM be- a3 president of the 
it has kept attention on him and fJien^y by cuties. Sou lein Cm istn-.n. Lead-IL Hdb KUUL ctLLdlLlUU Oil 111111 ClllU 1 • 1 • P f nhelped to sell his life story and ■ Why would an escaped Nr shiR Conference the 
thereby finance his defense. convict kill Dr. King un- nathy 1 "

Ray was taken in chains to the . less he was hired? "People raise Questions
Tennessee State Prison in Nashville . How did Ray manage to but have no answers and
Tuesday to begin serving a 99-year : CSCape police for so "long you can do that with any 
term for the slaying of Dr. King. He after the killing unless he I - - ’ - - - —
changed his plea from innocent to ;hac{ help? i
guilty Monday as part of an agree- . - - -
ment that saved him from a possible 
death sentence.

Ray's guilty plea and his provoca­
tive comment about a conspiracy

case," Zachary said. "You
. can answer their questions

Where did Ray get the with some questions of
...315,000 or more he spent your own. If someone had
’during his year as .JNLdHWted to hirethis_  Job 
escapee, before the assas- done, would theyhave hir-

_ - Jnation
raised no new’ questions about the A specific motive would 
killing,...but gave critics of the one- he extremely difficult to 
man crime theory additional ammu- -
.nition and spurred nationwide edi­
torial comment that a full-scale trial 
should have been held so more ’ 
details of the investigation could 
have been made public. ;

A terse announcement by the 
Justice Department that it is still 
investigating conspiracy allegations 1 
also has added to the controversy— 
despite the fact that its official 
position has been that there is no 
evidence that anyone other than 
Ray was involved. The department, 
which was consulted by Memphis
prosecutors before Ray's guilty plea 
and apparently made no objection, 
has refused to elaborate on its 
announcement.

Whether a trial would have 
resolved the issue is doubtful. One 
of the Memphis prosecutors, Robert 
Dwyer, Tuesday said that a trial, by 
focusing attention on unanswered 
quesjons, might well have height­
ened the'controversy.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

1-1 Los Angeles m5me 
Angeles, Calif.

prove without the cooper­
ation of Ray, but prosecu-
t o r substantial
evidence that he was psy­
chotic and a violent racist 
and they believe that was 

. enough.
Motive Unclear

Memphis Police Inspec­
tor N. E. Zachary, who 

' headed the murder inves­
tigation until shortly be­
fore Ray’s arrest in Lon­
don June S, 196S, more 
than two months after the 
killing, Tuesday told a 
reporter he - thought mo-
tive was "the only per- 

stinent question that was
not p r e 11 y clearly an- 
nvered" by evidence. And 
he said he agreed racial 
hatred "could very well 

"have been the motffeN
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eel a character like Ray 
who has a reputation as a 
loser? As an escaped con­
vict, would he have been 
in the position to ' reveal 
enough about himself that 
.someone would know to 
hire him?"

M e m phis prosecutors 
say there is evidence that 
Ray, a hardened criminal, 
got substantial sums of 
money through robberies 
and smuggling goods be­
tween the United States 
and Canada and Mexico 
during his year of free­
dom. He escaped from the 

/Missouri State Penitentia­
ry in Jefferson City in 
April, 1967.

The theory of his escape 
after the killing is that he 
used knowledge gained 
as a criminal and as a 
prisoner at the Missouri 

. prison to help him elude 
police for more than two 
months. He secured a 
passport in Canada by 
using a pseud o n y m. 

. strategy well known in the 
’ Missouri prison grapevine, 
according to prosecutors.

Memphis police Chief 
Henry Lux said that Ray 
was engaged in "what we 
call pigeon dropping or 
conning someone" in sup­
porting the /conspiracy 
theory. "T hem i n u t e 
there’s no conspiracy, he’s 
out of business," Lux said, 
"and so is the guy he's 
selling it to."

Chief's Wife Asks
Chief Lux said there is 

no way to answer the 
allegation of unnamed 
conspiracy, adding, "even 
my wife says where did he_ 
get all that money? Well, I 
say h? was a stickup man 
and a’ burglar and there's

- - Chief prosecutor. HuLU. 
Canale said that even if 
Ray had been tried and 

. convicted, chances were 
strong that he never 

yvould have been executed 
—even if he got a death 
sentence. No one has been 

.executed in Tennessee 
since 1960. Canale said he 
(fid not see how tlieWtaTe’ 
could have fared better in 
the prosecution.

Ray never has said flatly 
that a conspiracy existed, 
nor has he named anyone 
who might have helped 
him in. any way — in plan­
ning the killing or in es­
caping afterward. What he ■ 
said Monday was that he ■ 
could not agree with state- I 
merits by former U.S. At- j 
ty Gen. Ramsey Clark and 
FBI Director J. Edgar ' 
Hoover that there was no 1 
evidence for conspiracy.

Ray's comment was 
enough for the critics, 
however, and Mr. Aber­
nathy said he was more 
iconvinced than ever that a 
(conspiracy existed. In fact, 
i he said .he believed there 
(is a nationwide plan "with ' 
the purpose to kill off all I 

-courageous persons, black ; 
and white, who would 
stand up for justice and 
equality for black or poor 
people in this country."

And Mrs. King said 
Ray's plea should not close 
the case and end the 
search "for the many fin­
gers which helped pull the 
trigger."

The New York Times 
called the court proceed­
ings here an "aborted tri- 
aI" .and said that if. was, "a,, 
shocking breach of faith

no^evidence that lieTiacf 
any great amount of mo­
noy anyway. There's no 
telling how many jobs he 
pulled. Still, who can say? 
We can't look inside him."

Dwyer said he thought 
evidence produced by the 
state at Monday's hearing 
should have answered any 
substantial questions 
about a conspiracy.

Several witnesses testi­
fied to establish the crime 
and to link Ray to it. Then 
a prosecutor read a leng­
thy narrative outlining 
Ray's stipulation of proof 
that the state would have 
presented had the case 
gone to trial. It included 
n u m e r ous fingerprints 
and other evidence con­
necting Ray to the crime 
and a witness who would 
testify that after hearing 
the firing of the fatal shot, 
he saw Ray leave the room 
from which it had been 
fired.

Percy Foreman of Hous­
ton, a noted attorney who 
takes pride in getting ac­
quittals in well-known ca­
ses, found the evidence so 
strong that he advised 
Ray to plead guilty to 
escape the death penalty. 
Foreman said he was con­
vinced no conspiracy was 
involved. .

The state would not 
agree to a life sentence in 
exchange for the guilty 
plea, but insisted on a 99- 
year sentence. Under the 
former, Ray would have 
been considered for parole 
in 121? years, but under 
Rig latter he could not be 
considered for 30 years.
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BAD AFTER-TASTE
The Tennessee court “deal” that permitted Janies Earl

Ray to plead guilty to the dastardly assassination of Dr.
Marbin Luther King for a 99-year prison term seems un­

Beverly Hills

satisfactory to mai%'. It leaves many questions unanswered.
The judge, prosecutor and defense counsel said they Beverly Hills,Calif

were convinced that Ray acted alone. But Ray, in open
court, protested this theory, and only the judge sharp
inquiry asking if he wished to change the guilty plea that
was his only way to escape execution hushed him up.

Someway, the idea of Ray engineering the solo killing 
of the Negro leader just doesn’t ring true. Ray was a two-
bit sneak thief, car thief and hustler throughout his crim­
inal life. He never was a big league gunner. But some­
where, he got ample, even lavish funds. More intelligence
than Ray ever had shown before was involved in obtaining 
his Canadian passport and in planning the cowardly shoot­
ing of Dr. King. The whole operation doesn’t square with 
his past record of ineptitude.

Like Dr. King’s widow, we feel that the FBI should
keep thiscase open. Ta ) many people seemed too anxious
to sweep if under the n ig. 3/U/69 ,

: Los Angeles
Fj Being Investigated
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r action now called forIsn't, fnrlhe 
to help clear the air of doubts in the. 19()o 
assassination of Jlr. Marlin Luther Ling Ji

Some curiously injudicious statements
bv a judge who should know better have

surrounding the abortive trial of James
Earl Rav, the confessed assassin of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., and given new
urgency to the need for a 1ml ano early

Memphis Judge W. Preston Battle, in

deal was arranged last week whereby Ray
pleaded guilty in exchange for a 99-ycar
prison sentence, says he remains puzzled
about a number of links in the presumed
chain of 'evidence connecting Rav to th

This is understandable.

Others are puzzled as well, since failure
to permit a normal adversary proceedin
to take place meant that evidence and
testimony which might well have resolved
important questions could not be intro­
duced and made part of the public record.
Ruf Judge Battle's concern is a puzzle in
itself, in view of the fact that he had the
power to reject, the prosecution-defense 
deal ancrorder the trial to proceed.

says he is convinced that a

standing of the substantial evidence which
established Ray as the killer." This is an
incredible statement. It presumes tnat the
judge had full knowledge of both prosecu­
tion and defense .strategy; that he was

might have been presented; and that he
could accurately weig h the importance of
all this evidence and its effect on the jury.

Judge Battle s remarks predictably will n°c Los Angeles Time
encourage those who believe that Rav was bos Angeles
only one part of a conspiracy to murder
Dr. King. His remarks have also casually
served to smear the quality of American
justice, even among those who reject
conspiracy notion in the Ray case.

The Times urged last week that
evidence against Ray gathered by
prosecution be made public, in the belief
that this would answer many questions.
Given the great interest in the case and the
proliferation of doubts, we now urge a
furtner step.

We believe the President should appoint
a commission of distinguished persons, and
Congress should give it the same powers of
subpoena it gave the Warren Commission,
to conduct a full public investigation of the
King assassination.

I he bumbled handling of the judicial 3/18/69
part of the case so far cannot be taken as

•6 'll sms

hb-X^h
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Probers Claim Plots in 
Kennedy, King Deaths 

Exclusive to Th# Time* from a staff Writer

WASHINGTON—A new 
group investigating Amer­

- ican political assassina­
tions suggested Monday 
that conspirators — some 
of them possibly the same 
persons—were behind the 
murders of President John 
F. Kennedy and Dr. Mar­
tin. Luther King.

The conspiracy allega­
tions — some new and 
some old—were ade at. a 
press confer e by the 
Committe|4o Investigate 
Assas ' tions.
_ T committee, declin­
ing to reveal the source of 
its finances, charged that 
the government was de­
li b e r ately withholding 
facts about the assassina­
tions for fear the Ameri-
can public was not pre­
pared to accept them,

B e r nard Fenste alT 
Jr.,.executive dir or of 
the committee.,--- ose di­
rectors inning Naw Or- 
legjis Dis^Xtty, Jim Gar­
rison, s ‘ 

.noldi

procedures, said the new 
committee has raised "a 
relatively small sum"— 
enough to run a two-man 
office here.

He said the committee 
"ultimately hopes to force 
the federal government 
into . the thorough and 
honest inquiry which it 
has avoided" since the 
death of President Kenne- - 
dy. .

Fens terwald stepped 
a5-.111 e .senate sub- 

comffiittee's counsel last

Jan. 1 after the chairman/ 
Sen. Edward V. Long (D* . 
Mo.), lost his bid fori 
reelection.

Other directors a/e:
Fred Cook? Rn JeWnnd 

NJ., freelance witter and 
critic of the FBI: John 
Henry Faulk,. usfin" 
Tex., humorist ^id writer:
fJaris^TOm
York author off "The Ko"- 

Rich- I 
m£

nedy Conspi 
ard Topkm, ________
professor at an Die­
S°; Lloy(Fripling_ Wash- ' 
ingtonTep sentat 
the Sierra/ 
sprague.

'l|(Il»
ive for 
Bichard

self-employed
risdale.fN.Y., manal._ 

 m consultant; ari^ Wil­
liam 'A;rife, “Former FBI'

Ramparts? magazine.
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one purpose in I

’ was
the press cohfer- 

"to get our 
names before the public" 
to help raise funds.

en

Fensterwald, former 
counsel to the Senate judi­
ciary subcommittee on ad-
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No Hein Seen

1J cl 111 c s. "Hei

about his own death with
his activities across the

maker. He was in Mem­

there as a criminal.
Shock Expressed

nets comments.

James Earl
says

tested Martin L u t h e i
km?.

|ner's theory.
"My past KKK connec­

Stoner said in an inter

home after a weekend country ex-
< than the Klan" totrenu

^
A

"I'll lire

make.

Fire Director Frank Hollo­

officials.

man
Stoner'sirate overwas

Calif

phis.

violence of the worst kind
—the worst kind of racial
attitudes.

bi -racial committee

work i r

that he had been pres-
suit

Slmwi

libel

ate.

in a criminal action but
added "there is a natural

Stoner said he is vice

. Stab

Nick i Willing
r^urk^ n

Classification:
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on the Memphis
ial to King.

Stoner said he believes

7 vJ u a

Wss Detested Dy tee People of Memp

SAVANNAH, Ga. LB—J
B..‘ Stoner,
Ray's new attorney,
Iris Ku Klux Klan back­
ground will be an asset if
Ray's case is heard before
a jury in Memphis, Tenn.,
where he says people de­

But in Mem phi
city officials disputed Sto-

tions would help the case

view Sunday. "They shot
I m a lo^al white man and
the white people of Shelby
County (Memphis) are for
white supremacy.

Stoner, who had just
returned to his Savannah

meeting •Hth Ray m
Nashville, Tenn., said the
white people in. Memphis,
where King was shot and
killed la April 4, "detest­
ed Martin Luther King.

"He (King) brought

coUntry, tne attorney de-
dared. "He was a trouble

phis for the avowed pur­
pose of violating a federal
court injunction—he was

Memphis city
1 shock

dignify 
sponsible talk of t h a t,
type," said Shelby County
Sheriff William N. Morris
Jr. 1 especially have noth­
ing to say to any state­
ment J. B. Stoner would

There were similar reac­
tions, m some cases more
outspoken, from Mayor
Henry Loeb, Police and

man and other Memphis

The city's council chair-
Robert B. James,

implications. _
making a lot of trouble 
that we don't need," said

"He's just

Ray is innocent of enarges 
he shot King and said Ray
told him over the weekend

into entering a plea
y to the charge

4-1, said he has
been hired to represent
Ray only in civil action 

' ‘ said in Nashvillewhich I
would lie in the form of

nits against several
national magazines.

Ray's new attorney add­
ed Sunday the civil action
"likely will include" suits
for other than libel but he
said lie could not elabor­

He mid he could not say
who would represent Ray

overlap between the civil
and criminal functions.

chairman of the executive
committee of the National

s certainly not _ . 
Iwelcome around here Sundm 
when he talks like that.

James said any Ku Klux

Rights Party. '
He described the party

larger than
any other white segrega-

. tionid organization in the
* and "more

Klan connections Stoner
'may have will not be of
any help to him in Mem-

It (the KKK) never
was strong here, at least
not in the last generation.
They've got a record that
is horrible—they stand for

James pointed out that
many white residents of
Memphis were serving op

which Stoner said he pre
vioudy belonged

M2 Los Angeles Times
Los Angeles

3/2U/69

LA hit-1^711
: Los Angelej
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HOUSTON UI— Attor­

the murder of Dr. Martin
Luther king.

The Nashville Tennes-

didn't.
' It's all a bunch of bull

Foreman said.

ridiculous.
r oreman said he asked

he received a letter from
for a guilty

Calif

Foreman Denies He

ney Percy J oreman de­
nied a report Sunday that
he used financial pressure
to obtain a guilty plea
from James Earl'Ray in

scan quoted Ray's brother,
Jerry Earl in a copyright
story: "Foreman said he
would take $150,000 if my
brother pleaded guilty, but
he wanted everything he
would ever earn if he

How is any man doing
99 years in the penitentia
ry going to earn any­
thing?" he asked. "That's

Ray to specify a reasona­
ble fee three weeks, after

Ray asking
plea and Ray said $150,000.

I didn't fix the fee. He
fixed'it/ Foreman saict

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

1-12 Los Angeles Time;
Los Angeles

3M/69

Hick B. ■•h11i om

LA hl^l^j.

MAR 2 4 W
LOS ANGEU
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wraw
ay we ) Cl' Af

30-YearWMt _ 
nyfCi ’Ray' was reported ' to 
iVSlhave told officers who 

accompanied him from 
® r. H Memphis to the Nashville 
a d I] P r i s o n that he had 
“ ' changed his mind and

Klan Figlire Claim i?

1 . to Aid Admitted Killer in Changing Plea

SAVANNAH (J)—J. B. 
Stoner, an attorney long 
associated with anti-Jew­
ish, anti-Negro causes, has 
been retained by James 
Earl Ray in his effort to 
.win a new trial in the 
playing of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Stoner's of­
fice announced Friday.
I Edward R. Fields, direc­
tor of the militantly segre­
gationist National States 
Rights Party, said Stoner 
would help Ray change
his plea from, guilty 
innocent and would 
for another trial.

Stoner is an NSRP 
forney whose office

to 
ask

al­
ls

located in the party head­
quarters here.

-Ray was sentenced to a 
99-year prison term after 
he pleaded guilty in Mem- 
phi.s__La_Jast year's sniper­
slaying of Dr. King.

Fields said Stoner was 
enroute to Nashville to see 
Ray at the Tennessee 
State Penitentiary. War­
den Lake Russell said he 
did not yet know whether 
Stoner would be allowed 
to confer with Ray.

"We'll let him see him if 
he can present the proper 
credentials," Russell said. 
"He'll have to show that 
he (Ray) actually hired 
him as his lawyer."

Criminal Court Judge W. 
Preston Battle Jr., who 
presided in the Ray case,

wished he had gone on , 
trial and taken his chances , 
of getting a life sentence 
rather than the electric 
chair.

Under a life sentence, i 
Ray would be. eligible for : 
parole in 13 years. Howcv- ' 
er, the 99-year term pre- J 
vents him from seeking ' 
parole for 30 years.

Stoner, 44, has been 
involved in Ku Klux Klan 
and anti-Jewish activities 
since boyhood. In 1945, he 
formed the "Stoner Anti- 
Jewish Party" and in 1952 
his Christian Anti-Jewish 
Party urged deportation of 
Jew's and confiscation of 
their property for distri-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

I-^ Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles, CaiLP

. . , Jiution. to "Christian
disclosed Wednesday that" Americans.
he had been notified by 
Ray that he wanted to 
withdraw' his guilty plea 
and stand trial for first- 
degree murder.

The judge said also that 
Ray wrote him he had 
fired his attorney, Percy 
Foreman of Houston.

Ray had been scheduled 
for trial April 7 when he 
abruptly switched plans 
and pleaded guilty March 
10. The 99-year sentence 

AWL-PiTarranged' by the 
"slate and Foreroam ~

n
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NASHVILLE CR—James 
Earl Ray's new lawyer said 
Saturday that Ray had 
reversed the position he 
took in open court and 
now said he was innocent 
and was "pressured into a... , , Ray: "Is this plea of guilty

w m ,e on your part a free act ofcof Dr. Martin l u t h e r-
4King. • "’

When Ray pleaded guil- 
dy in Memphis March 10/ 
Judge W. Preston Battle 
Jr. asked him if he had 
been pressured in any way 
into pleading guilty. Ray 
said "No."

But the lawyer who 
visited Ray Saturday, J. B. 
Stoner of Savannah, Ga., 
reported he had changed

1 his story. , . .
Percy Foreman, Ray's- 

previous attorney, said in 
Houston that Ray had 
sent him a letter officially 
requesting the guilty plea. 
"I have the letter and I 
showed it to the judge and 
to the prosecuting attor­
ney," Foreman said. "I 
w o u 1 d n't leave myself 
open on that count."

Spared Execution
He said he advised Ray 

to plead guilty "because I 
believe he would be elec-
trocuted if he didn't." Ray 
"thought he'd be electro­
cuted, too," Foreman said.

Stoner said he would 
represent Ray in filing 
libel suits against "Life 
magazine arid others" who 
Stoner said had interfered 
with Ray's getting a fair 
trial.

Stoner's 2-hour, 20-min- 
ute visit with Ray in the 
Tennessee State Penitenti- 
a r y maximum security
section was followed al­
most immediately by a 
visit from Ray's ^brother, 
Jerry, from East StlTJoTus, 
1117 . •

_ _ Stoner had no comment 
when asked if he “would 

y ; i help Ray in a postconvic-
| tion hearing in Memphis. 
I He refused to discuss any 
criminal as p e c t s of tho

' case, saying he would rep- 
1 resent Ray in "civil suits 
and libel suits only."

Stoner's office earlier 
said he had been retained , 
to help Ray win review of 
his guilty plea and 99-year 
sentence for first-degree 
murder in the death of Dr. 
King, slain in Memphis 
last April 4.

Battle also had asked

your own free will, made 
| with full knowledge and 
V understanding of its 

meaning and consequen- 
■ ces?"

"Yes, sir," Ray had re­
plied. ’

Asked who, in addition 
to Life magazine, would 
be involved in libel ac­
tions, Stoner replied, "So 
many have libeled him 
(Ray) it would be impos­
sible to include them all." 

■ But, he said, "Life maga­
zine and others" could 
"count on it."

Ties With KKK
_H i s p a s t associations 

with Ku Klux Klan mem­
bers should not harm his 
case, Stoner said, adding, 
"I have represented klans- 
men and other white men 
in the past. I don't think it 
will hurt."
_ Ray, he said, "appeared 
in good spirits for a man 
in a hotel like this." Ray, 
he said, gave him permis­
sion to make the state-

. ment about Ray's being 
■ pressured into a guilty 
’_ plea. But . he did not ela­
' borate. "------ — *

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Los Angeles, Calif.
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Huie, arguing against what_ he 
called the misconception that 
Ray was not a racist, said that 
on April 5, 1958, Ray was re­
leased from the federal prison 
at Leavenworth, Kan., with this 
item in his report: ■

i “On Sept. 12, 1957, he was ap­
proved for our Honor Farm but 
was never actually transferred 

? to the farm due to the fact that 
I! he did not feel that he could live

Ray took what he re- knew Ray in Canada, Mexico 
yards as a political action ap- and California reported bitter 

‘ nti-Negro actions or remarks

NEW YORK (AP) - AWW^Wn. early in the president'in an Honor Farm Dormitory 
Rr^fnrd Huie savs campaign of 1968, he shop because they are integrated.’ 

James Eart Ray thought ihal by Dr

murdering Dr. Martin Luther^'’1’ 
Jr. he would help former^ - -
Alabama Gov. George C. Wal-^V*' °

win the nresidenev cans' RaJ thinks he firecl the'byRa^ . .
lace win the pies y. ’first ghot in a sociai or racial Huie also said a psychiatric

Huie says Ray now’ considers c0i,Qicl a second Civil War, 
himself a political prisoner and.wbicb wdj eventually result in 
that certain political develop- . - . ■ f d 
intents in the United States wall ; “ ..,,
lead to his being treed from ,,“He therefore feels fulfilled 
prison in two to four years. »f ts likeet. respect-

r 1 ed, even admired. And he .is-_
Ray, Huie says, thought Wal- ctWident that political develop- type with anxiety and depres-. 

lace would be elected and then ments in the Unded States wm sive features.” 
promptly pardon him. icause him t0 be freed in tw0 t0 in the same issue, Look car-

His. comments are contained four years.
in the current issue of Look| f R who u 41 al

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A-9 
Los

Herald Examiner 
Angeles, Calif.

examination in I960 at the Ful­
ton State Hospital in Missouri 
strongly suggested he would' 
have been capable of murder. 
He was diagnosed as a “socio­
pathic personality, antisocial

, Avar, "uv
magazine. He says they are ith his brotbers jen.y> 34, and cy

ries articles by Arthur J. Hanes, 
a former Ray lawyer, and Per-

Foreman, Ray’s lawyer
when he pleaded guilty to mur-based on information supplied jobn, 37 believed that George 

by Ray, his lawyers and mem- c Wallace would be elected 
bers of Rcy s farm y. [president on Nov. 5, 1988, ami .

Huie also writes that he.thal president Wallace would' Pr‘-on- 
thought last October that “Pow-;promptIy pardon the murderer 
erful men probably made the^f Dr King. James Ray thought 
decision to kill Dr. King.” Now,;pdaX by murdering Dr. King, 
he says, he has found no confir-pie would aid Wallace’s cause.”

der of King at Memphis and 
wa^entenced to 99 years in

mation of this. । ji^ writes that the Ray
“I believe,” Huie says, “thHt’hrothers “figured they had 

one or two men other liian^a^ something” with the Re-! 
James Earl Ray may have had pUi)Hcan victory. One reason j 
foreknowledge of this murder.;Ray cba;,ged jawyers on the eve 
and that makes a little conspira-iof bis ^j set for Nov. 12> 1953, 
cy. But if there was a conspira-Huie write3, was that he thought 
cy, I now’ believe that James.^-j have a better chance after 
Earl Ray was probably its lead- the inaugural date. j
er, not its tool or its dupe. | j.[Ute quotes Jerry Ray as say-| 

Discussing Ray’s view of him-1 iug, “Jimmy’s friends are just 
seTrawiCpblitical prisoner, tiuie‘tbund to have more power after 
writes: |Ni.xon becomes President.”
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__ still believ-Q. Hanes 
writes^ 'That Ray killed Dr. 
King because, he was directed to 
do it. Despite his plea of guilty 
in court, I also feel that Ray did 
not cany out the murder entire­
ly alone. ‘

“On balance, both my son and 
partner, Arthur Jr., and I feel 
that, at the very least, Ray was 
helped. This means that we be­
lieve there was what the law 
calls a cor.-piracy.”

Ferman writes:

“I think Ray believed Dr. 
King was a Communist; that his 
crusades opened the Pandora’s 
box of riot; and that, though he 
preached nonviolence, by indi­
rection he created Black Mus­
lims, Black Panthers and Invad- 
lers.

“Ray thinks that the war he 
tween the races is imminent, 
and he wanted to fire the ii 4 
shot. The shooting of Dr. King, 
to him wos the Pearl Harbor of 
that war. He didn’t tell my any 
of this: ‘It is what I believe he 
thinks. '

“I don’t believe there was any 
conspiracy.”

In another article, Look 
quotes the Rev. Ralph Aber­
nathy as saying Dr. King had 
told him and his wife Coretta 
shortly before his assassination 
that he would not lead the Poor 
People’s Campaign on Washing­
ton. He and other King aides 
were quoted as saymg Dr. King 
l’al_taie'vearyand despond­
ent over criticism.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Dr. Martin Luther King
filed motions for a new

Murkin

died.

the men.
The motions for a new

trial were filed in the

tion pictures.

Calif.

ga-

graphy and Inside story pf 
the slaying.

quin

take the witness stand in

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

k l£_also quoted a lettei 
nptl iiom*" Huie saying Kay 
U E 2 H a S. should not be allowed to

his^own defense because "I 
would have no boolrHi'ne
did.

Claim Slayer's Previous Lawyers Used Hirr Another letter said that 

' to Sell His Inside Story for Publication | pan of the financial agree- 
Nb court decision has ment between Huie, Ray 

been made yet, but several and Hanes, sig: _
Tennessee legal author!- 1968, shortly after Ray's 
ties say Ray may already arrest in London, provided 
have won a new trial, that Ray would be paid 
They based this opinion Sir ^ a month until a 
a letter from Ray, written

MEMPHIS (UPD—At­
torneys for James Earl
Ray, convicted of slaying

trial Monday on grounds from the Tennessee State

ned July 8,

LA Times

that Ray has been used by Prison in Nashville before

his previous attorneys to as^ecj for a new trial, but 
peddle his inside storypO-Battle had not acted on
magazines, books and met Ray’s request before he

total of $35,000 was paid
him by Huie.

I A letter from Huie to 
I Ray, dated March 7 this
year, said that Huie paid a 
total of $40,000 to Ray and

Los Angeles

In motions signed by 
Ray's three new attorneys,
the 41 - year - bld convict
claimed that he was forced
'to plead guilty to the April
-4, 1968, sniper slaying
;because of pressure from
;his attorneys. .

Ray's two chief after*

his attorneys, of which 
$10,000 went to Foreman 

The legal authorities^say ■ and the remaining $30,000 
Tennessee law may auto- W Hanes.
matically grant Ray a new
trial because of a section
in the law that grants new
trials to convicted persons
when the trial judge in the
rase dies without acting 
on motions for a new trial.

Ray s formal motions to
neys in ' the case were Judge Faquin M o n d a y 
Percy Foreman, the famed reie signed by Richarci 
Houston lawyer, and Ar- Ryan> a Memphis attor­

ney, and associate coun-thur J. Hanes Sr., a former
mayor of Birmingham,
Ala. Ray has fired both of

Shelby County clerk of

seis J. B. Stoner, a Ku
Klux Klan lawyer from 
Savannah, Ga., and Robert 
W. Hill Jr., of Chattanoo­

The motions were sub­
mitted with copies of sev-
eral letters between Ray, 

I Hanes, Foreman and au- 
acted upon by Criminal J h 0 r William Bradford 

Huie, who had a contractCourt Judge Arthur with Ray for his autobio­

Judge Stricken
Faquin was assigned to Ray's motion said he was

the Ray case earlier this
month when Judge W.
Preston Battle, who had

deprived of his right to 
effective legal counsel by 
the conflictin? ’interests

i presided over Ray's short
his attorneys had in mak-

publication contracts
trial March 10, died of a with Huie for Ray's inside 
hehrterttack last month ^'^ry.

k-8-69

Nick B. Willia
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Ray's attempt to win a
new trial on first-degree
murder charge in Dr.
King's death. Ray fired
Foreman after pleading
guilty March 10.

Both the new trial bid
and the attempt to nullify
the contracts with bore-
man and Huie are based

Earl Ray, serving a 99-year on Ray's charges that he
was pressured by Fore­

Dr. Martin Luther king,
sought Friday to void con­
tracts for at least $200,000
with his former lawyer and

Rooert Hill Jr., a Chat­
tanooga lawyer, filed suit

cusing lawyer Percy J ore
man of Houston, and wri­

of Hartselle, Ala., of "loo!
ing out for their monetary
interests, rather than the
rights" of Ray.

in Ray s case after Ray
had fired

Ray plead-

man — a charge which

Hill, meanwhile, told
newsmen that he hact been
turned back by w ardeip 

"Lake Russell when h^ 
। sought to visit Ray at the;

Harry S. Avery, state
corrections commissioner,
said no prisoner is allowed t
to visit anyom
defense lawyer during his
classification period 
'khich takes about si

Dr. King was slain April

Memphis.
uilty March 10 at ^4,1968, in Memphis.

Share of Royalties

up
$165,000 from writings by
Huie on Ray's life. Huie

$35,000 himself from the
sale of magazine articles
and a book entitled, "He

fhe result, the lawsuit
said, was that Foreman
had a "strong monetary
interest in having Ray
found guilty and sen
tenced to a 99-year term 
for a crime which he did

The development came
as a spokesman for Cri­
minal Court at Mem obis

expected we

Los Angeles
Angeles

Li/12/69

W111 a am

l|k-K?b
Angele
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Roy
.testimony public properly . and 
no one would or cctilff Imre 
exclusive story rights in the 
matter.”

Acting on Foreman’/; advice, 
Ray entered the guilty pica 
March 10 and, by prearrange­

; mart was sentenced to 09 years 
Jn prison. Ha now claims ho did 
so after Foreman convinced

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. 
(UPIj—James Earl Ray’s new 
attorney said Saturday ho' 
believes his client is innocent of? 
the slaying of Dr. Martin? 
Luther King Jr. and that lie is 
prepared to present “new 
evidence” at a hearing next, 
■Wednesday.

Attorney Robert Hill noted 
that Criminal. Court Judge 
Arthur Faquin has said he will 
decide in Memphis Wednesday 
when 5m will hear argunjciik) on 
Hay’s motions for a new trial.

Hill, said lie wasn’t sure 
whether Fanriii would take new 
evidence at that time, but it so, 
“I do have new evidence Hi the 
case.” The nature of the 
evidence was not disclosed.

'The attorney said Ray’s 
brother, Jerry, would bo availa­
ble to testify if the judge so 
desires, and that Jerry “had a 
good portion of proof and will; 
cooperate.” ;

Hill filed a petition, in U.S. 
District Court in Nashville 
Friday charging liial Ray was 
“pressured” into pleading guilty 
to the King slaying to protect 
the story and movie rights to 
his life-rights (hat Hill said 
might be worth “millions of 
dollars.” .

The 29-year-old lawyer, a
karate expert who walks; with a
slight'Jimp as a residt ^LJ?1',
childhood bout with polio, asked At'^oes> ^HS was nOu ^? ^^c.
the District Court to void the 
contracts which Kay previously 
made-wifh famed trial lawyer 
Percy Foreman and author 
William J Iradlord limo, and 
mioHmr lawyer, former Hir- 
minglmm Mayor Arllmi- Hanes

The petition contonihM Fore, 
moil “never intended kt him 
■(Ray) to have a fair trial and 
■IksixD his own behalf miJhL 
would Ilion make the facts and

him that it was his wily chance 
of escaping the electric chair.

Ray’s petition asking the
(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

rniirt to void liis contract with
^dcli Foreman would have
received Ray’s share of the 
royalties from anything Huie 
might write on the ease— 
charged that the bargaining for' 
1he Sfycar term “could easily 
have been done by any student' 
fresh cut of lav/ school.’’ \

Explaining his role, Dill said:' 
“The reason I became involved 
in the case basically came from 
my reading of the contracts 
wider which Foreman, Huie and 
Hanes had become involved.” .

He said lie took the case out 
of sympathy for Ray and 
“because I think Mr. Ray was’, 
done a great injustice.” i

Asked whether’ Jie thinks Hay; 
is innocent. Bill replied: “Well,' 
I behove in defending him—my 
personal viewpoint is immater­
ial, but since you have asked 
me, 'yes,’ I do believe he is 
innocent.”

Hill was permitted ■ to talk 
with Ray Friday in the; 
maximum .security section of 
the Tennessee State Prison at 
Nashville, where Ray is being 
held.

The . attorney said - that al­
though the state had charged 
that Ray killed King because of

A^l Herald-Examiner 
Los Angeles, 
Calif.
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MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP)~ 
There was no ’all-points bulle­
tin issued to stop James Earl 
Ray the night he shot and 
killed Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. and fled Memphis in a 
white 1966 Mustang.

Police Chief Henry Lux, 
who for months had. the im­
pression that an automatic 
alarm had been broadcast, 
confirmed in an exclusive in­
terview that no such bulletin 
was issued.

The v/ i d e s p r e a d belief 
among law enforcement offi­
cers—and consequently the 
public—that a bulletin had 
been issued and that Ray had 
apparently escaped with ease 
in spite of it contributed to the 
suspicion that he might have 
been part of a conspiracy 
rather than a lone killer.

The judge in Ray’s trial 
said in an interview afterward 
he was mystified over how 
Ray eluded the roadblocks 
that would have been estab­
lished following an all-points 
alert. A hearing on Ray’s 
motion for a new trial is 
scheduled for May 26.

Smcprihore was no bulletin, 
there were no roadblocks or

Co Si?* U H l»

checkpoints 
n c a r e. s t 
neighboring

established at the 
escape routes to 
Arkansas a n d

Mississippi—or in Georgia, Al-
abama, Missouri, Louisi; 
South Carolina, Virginia 
Kentucky. Or anywhere.

or

“The first Memphis police 
radio transmission mentioning 
a white Mustang was logged 
at 6:11 p.m, April 4, 1968,” 
said a Shelby County authori­
ty with intimate knowledge of 
tile state’s evidence.

King was shot at 6:01 p.m. 
Kay apparently was on the. 
street and. on his way within 
minutes. Had he begun his 
flight in the Mustang as late 
as 6:05 p.m., by 6:11 he would 
have been on the Memphis-Ar­
kansas Bridge leading to Ar­
kansas or no more than 10 
minutes away from the Mis­
sissippi state line.

Chief Lux, in explaining the 
failure to issue an all-points 
bulletin, said: “At this time, 
we did not know for sure or 
have any proof that a white

involved. WeMustang
1 had broadcast that the sus-

peel was believed to be in a 
white Mustang. This wasn't 
enough to put out an all­
points. To do that, you usually 
have to indicate that a war­
rant has been issued and that 
you will extradite. Other­
wise, the receiving states are 
not going to act on it.”

Another explanation, given 
by Memphis police as well as 
police officials in other areas, 
was that the local situation 
was hectic and tense and that 
authorities were concerned 
about rioting and disorder.

In his trial before the late 
Judge W. Preston Battle, Ray ' 
drew a 99-year sentence 
March 10 under an agreement 
to plead guilty. Ray later re­
pudiated the agreement and, 
following Judge Battle’s 
death, was granted a hearing 
on his motion for a new trial.

During a series of exclusive 
interviews just before he died 
of a hear-t attack, Judge Bat­
tle said there were questions 
about the Ray case which 
troubled him, the chief one 
being Ray’s flight.

A
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.M6-?^-- “i"0 ^e, the es­
cape seems miraculous. I 
don't see how he got from 
here to Atlanta in that white 
Mustang with an all-points 
bulletin out.” Ray’s aban­
doned Mustang was confiscat­
ed by the FBI in Atlanta April 
11, 1968. . .

Investigation into this ques­
tion showed that even a year 
after the slaying there were 
authorities in some neighbor­
ing states who still had the 
impression that there had 
been such a bulletin.

A spokesman for the Virgin­
ia State Police said: “We pas­
sed on an all-points bulletin.” 
Georgia informants said they 
couldn’t remember a specific 
message but “somehow we 
knew there was a Mustang.” 
South Carolina sources said 
the details were now blurred 
but “we definitely remember 
an all-points bulletin.”

But in none of these stales, 
or any others, were there any 
unusual or nonroutine patrol 
actions, such as the setting up 
of roadblocks.

Chief Lux at first'seemed 
certain an alarm ’had'-bech 
broadcast to neighboring 
stales. He explained:

“We have a direct telephone 
lino to the Shelby County 
sheriff’s office. It’s automatic 
procedure to call the sheriff’s 
office.” ■ ■

The sheriff’s office has two-, 
way radio communication 
with the Tennessee Highway 
Patrol and state police in Ar­
kansas and Mississippi. That’s 
how, according to Chief Lux, 
the adjoining states were 
alerted.

But Sheriff William N. Nor­
ris, questioned about his role 
the night of April 4, said:

“I never received any com­
munication that night regard­
ing a white Mustang or any 
request to transmit an alert to 
any other police agency.”

The Tennessee Highway Pa­
trol reported that it logged a 
statewide broadcast at 6:30 
p.m., to be “on tlie alert for a 
late model Mustang, driven 
by a white male, with dark 
hair, neatly dressed, in 
cp^Mli1? "'ith the slaying of 
Manin Luther King.^KuVifd* 
roadblocks were established 
nor did the patrol issue an 
all-points to other areas.

“The reason we did not put 
out an automatic all-points is 
that the Memphis Police De­
partment did not request it,” 
said 'aWt^way patrol spokes­
man. . "----- ’—'
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By BERNARD GAVZER
CHICAGO (AP) - During the 

time James Earl Ray was on 
the run as an escaped convict, 
he invested at least $337.24 in 
camera equipment that could be 
used for undercover surveil­
lance. He was so anxious to 
have it, he asked for it airmail 
special delivery.

There has been no explanation 
why Ray bought such equip­
ment or whether it played any 
part-—however remote—in the 
murder April 4, 1968, of Dr. 
Martin Lutlier King Jr. Ray got 
rid of the equipment sometime 
before the slaying.

His dealings with the Superior 
Bulk Film Co. of Chicago helped 
the FBI reconstruct Ray’s 
movements up to the time of the 
shooting in Memphis. .

Ray now is serving 99 years in 
Tennessee State Penitentiary. 
He is trying to get a new trial 
and to upset the agreement un­

“There is no way toknow why: 
' he wanted tin’s equipment, but it 

■ is not unusual for someone wish­
ing to make a film from a hid­
den position to use such a cam­
era with a remote control cable. 
I can see the possibilities of a 
person doing surveillance work 
using such a camera setup. 
But I do not know, and he did 
not indicate his interest in any 
communication.”

t In his original order, Ray 
’ twice said he wanted the equip­

ment sent to him quickly. He
1 asked that it be shipped to him 
J at 2608 Highland Ave., Birming- 
1 ham, Ala. This was the Econo­
’ my Grill & Rooms, a private 
^home that had seen its glory 

and now was a cheap rooming 
house. Ray moved in Aug. 26, 
after coming from Montreal. He

■ had been on the move since 
' April 23, 1967, when he escaped 
! from the Missouri State Peni­
tentiary at Jefferson City.

• “In his first order,” Burke 
■ said, “he also wrote for man­

uals on sound stripers, an L&F
■ automatic cine printer and a 
. Eumig Mark S sound projec­

tor.”
Superior Bulk sent the order 

to Birmingham but had to sub­
stitute a Crestline 8 camera on 
a Ioan basis because the Kodak 
Super 8 was out of stock tempo- 
rawly. j

On Oct. 5, Kay wrote he was'der which he pleaded guilty in’ 1 . - - . -
order to escape the electric !retu™na ^e Crestline because 
chair. A hearing is set for May n “has 0?Jy one fibn speed and 
26 in Memphis. ;1 wanted the Kodak MS which

Ray, using Ms alias, “Eric S.1 has 4' 
Galt,” sent a postal money or­
der Oct. 3, 1967, to Superior 
Bulk along with an order blank 
for purchase of a Kodak Dual 
projector, M95Z; a Kodak Super 
8 Camera, Model D38, with a 
zoom lens; an HPI combination 
8mm super splicer, and a 20 ft. 
remote control cable. -—

Asked what such equipment 
could be used for, Gunnar 
Bi-ke, officer manager of Supe­
rior Bulk, said:

Ray stayed in Los Angeles un­
til March 17, 1968.

Whether Ray thought he 
would be in Los Angeles for five 
months as certainty or whether 
this was merely a casual guess 
on his part cannot be deter­
mined. But before the five 
mon’qhs were up, he^ was in: 
Memphis, where he kilie<FKing?|
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Ray Case Judge Frees
7 on Contempt Counts

MEMPHIS (fl — The
judge who will hear James
Earl Ray's bid for a new 
trial in the slaying of Dr.
Martin Luther King dis­
missed contempt-of-cburt
charges against seven per­
sons Friday in connection
With the Ray case.

. Ray entered a guilty 
plea March 10. in the
murder of Dr. King and
was sentenced to 99 years 
in prison by Judge W. 
Preston Battle, whd died
later that month.

Judge Arthur Faquin, 
who took over after
Battle's death, acted at the
recommendation of a spe­
cial bar association com­
mittee on publicity.

The committee had re­
commended that, because
of Battle's death, four
persons whom Battle had
held in contempt should

-be granted new trials or
the charges should be

r dismissed.
The four were Arthur J

Hanes, Ray's first attor­
ney; Renfro T. Hays, a 
private investigator, and

two Memphis newspaper
reporters, Charles Ed­
mundson of the Commer­
cial Appeal and Roy Ha­
milton of the Press-Scimi

The bar committee had
r e commended contempt 
proceedings against the 
three others but a hearing

ot yet been h
r were George 
ake. an FBI fi^arms

Bradford Hui
Rev. James
official ofXthe Southern

eadership Con-

Ray, bound in chains
and escorted by 25 armed
guards in an 11-car police
caravan, was returned

_J>20 Los Angeles Times
Los Angeles, Calif
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SV new; trial should

ianewt

IH for New Trial
MEMPHIS Ui—James Earl Ray, saj 

admitted assassin of civil rights "" 
Igider Hr.-, Martin Luther King, was ^| 
denied a new trial Monday.
' Jpdge, Arthur C. Faquin Jr. held , 
that the evidence showed Ray had w^^s stand . 
■voluntarily and in. good faith en- ( ^ridinieate^ "

Under Tennessee law, the judge «k_nln’jv < int^HtfeWtlv 
held, such a plea precludes a motion
remedies or an appeal. &^>ffi

Faquin, who succeeded the late ^9#$^

for h new trial, for postconviction

state penitentiary at Nashville to two , letters from prison 
■ - - - - - • asking for a new hearing.

Battle died in late March

1-1 Los Angeles Times
Los Angeles

continue serving his 99-year term in

^js^-jprecautions in the county

the Nashville State Prison. ... . ..
Ray was brought to Memphis without acting on the re 

Thursday and held under heavy j «- - - • Ray-asserted that Percy
Foreman, his second attor­
ney, and a previous law- 
y er, Arthur J. Hanes, 
wanted him to circumvent 
a full-scale trial through a 
guilfy plea so their royal­
ties from books and mo-

jaiL
Hpjy|r») Wity jpi&s- 

sure^ t^e hearing 
considerably lessened W 
those 'erifbrded’at Ray's 
M^rch JO ^ Inhere were 
no pillboxes outside ’the 
building Ujis’time and the 
street* In front was not

tion pictures on his life 
would not be jeopardized.

Jie argued that if he had 
gone to trial, the facts in 
the case would have be-blocked off.

Ray-fidgeted in his cap­
tain-Style ' ^a^r as1 Faquin 
resd--jup -Jehgthy opinion. 
He crossed and recrossed 
his legs awL alternateiy 
rested his" head ,pn his 
right er. left hand. (

J.B/Stoner of Sayannah, 
one V, Rpy'S" attorneys, 
told^&^tt the defense, 
toot; exception to the rul­
ing. He late? said,- "son®? 
rnb^t woujdlje made', but

5/27/69

come court record and, 
therefore, would have 
been open to all parties 
wanting to write about

williams

them.
The prosecution stood 

firm on the position that 
Ray closed the possibility 
oLam appeal or new trial 
whence pleaded guilty. , 

state contended that 
Resigned waivers during 

was mot, en

IA-15711

| | Being Investigated

FBI —LOS ANGELES

■WGuldBe.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Date:

Edition:

Author:

Editor:

FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

4 Part MaU May 31,1969 ^g anfftlti fintti 2*
^■"■"■‘■jj - 1 ■ ' "'"'.............. - ~ ....... ’--^"

Dismissed Penal Chief 
Admits Ray Fund Plan 

Offered to Get Any Cash Hidden Away by 
King's Killer and Put It in Trust Account

NASHVILLE W—Harry 
Avery, fired 24 hours ear- 
Her as state corrections 
commissioner, confirmed 
Friday that he had offered 
to place in a trust fund 
any money hidden away 
by James Earl Ray.

Avery's comment came 
in an interview with Jim 
Miller, WMAK radio 
newsman, after the Nash’ 
ville Banner said the in­
formation was contained 
in a confidential report to 
Gov. Buford Ellington.

Ray is in maximum 
security at the Tennessee 
State Penitentiary, serv­
ing 99 years after pleading 
guilty to first-degree mur­
der in the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King in 
Memphis April 4, 1968.

Secret Agreement
The Banner, in a story 

by crime reporter Larry 
Brinton, said a report to 
Ellington by W. E. Hop­
ton, director of the Ten­
nessee Bureau of Criminal 
Identification, said, 
"Avery . . . had assured 
the killer of Dr. Martin 
Luther King that he 
would secretly get the 
hidden money and place it 
jn a trust fund for Ray."
’. Asked about this in a 

tape - recorded interview 
With WMAK, Avery gave. _ of a report by the Interna- 
these details: ” tional Assn, of Chiefs, of

told him (Ray) that if Police which was highly 
he would write me the full critical of the entire state 
’ ‘ penal system. But. Avery

quoted the governor aS 
/ saying his dealings with 
Ray were the basis for the

truth about his connection 
With the slaying of Dr. 
|fartin Luther King Jr., 
and if anybody wanted to 
'Say him for the story, I

would deposit whatever 
was paid to him for that in 
his trust account at the 
prison. :

"And that I would not 
take one cent of it. AH I 
wanted to do was to tell 
the full truth. And that if 
he had any money hidden 
away that he received as a 
prepayment for his parti­
cipation in the assassina­
tion, that if he'd tell me 
where it was, I would go 
get it and deposit that in 
the trust fund. That's 
what I told Mr, Hopton."

Motive Questioned
Asked if he were inter­

ested in trying to solve the 
King slaying, Avery re­
plied:

"That's not necessarily 
true at all. One of my 
principal motives in talk­
ing with him (Ray) was to 
try to determine who we 
might protect him against 
out there at the prison."

The Banner said the 
report by Hopton quoted 
Avery as saying he con­
ducted three lengthy in­
terviews with Ray at the 
prison, aimed primarily at 
solving the King slaying 
as well as to gather mate­
rial for articles and proba* 
bly a book-

Ellington fired Avery 
Thursday, on the heels
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Offered to Get Any Cash Hidden Away by 
King's Killer and Put It in Trust Account

NASHVILLE LT)—Harry 
Avery, fired 24 hours ear­
lier as state corrections 
commissioner, confirmed 
'Friday that he had offered 
to place in a trust fund 
any money hidden away 
by James Earl Ray.

Avery's comment came 
In an interview with Jim 
Miller, WMAK radio 
newsman, after the ijash- 
ville Banner said the in­
formation was contained 
in a confidential report to 
Gov. Buford Ellington.

Ray is in maximum 
security at the Tennessee 
State Penitentiary, serv­
ing 99 years after pleading 
guilty to first-degree mur­
der in the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King in 
Memphis April 4, 1968.

Secret Agreement
The Banner, in a story 

by crime reporter Larry 
Brinton, said a report to 
Ellington by W. E. Hop­
ton, director of the Ten­
nessee Bureau of Criminal 
Identification, said, 
"Avery . . . had assured 
the killer of Dr. Martin 
Luther King that he 
would secretly get the 
hidden money and place it 
in a trust fund for Ray." 

. Asked about this in a 
tape - recorded interview 
with WMAK, Avery gave 
these details:

. "I told him (Ray) that if 
he would write me the full 
truth about his connection
with the slaying of Dr. 
Martin Luther- King Jr., 
and if anybody wanted to 
Pay him for the story, T

would deposit whatever 
was paid to him for that in 
his trust account at the 
prison.

"And that I would not 
take one cent of it. All I 
wanted to do was to tellz 
the full truth. And that if 

- he had any money hidden 
away that he received as a 
prepayment for his parti­
cipation in the assassina­
tion, that if he'd tell me 
where it was, I would go 
get it and deposit that in 
the trust fund. T h a t's 
what I told Mr. Hopton."

Motive Questioned
' Asked if he were inter­

ested in trying to solve the 
King slaying, Avery re­
plied:

"That's not necessarily 
true at all. One of my 
principal motives in talk­
ing with him (Ray) was to 
try to determine who we 
might protect him against 

- out there at the prison."
The Banner said the 

report by Hopton quoted 
Avery as saying he con­
ducted three lengthy in­
terviews with Ray at the 
prison, aimed primarily at 
solving the King slaying 
as well as to gather mate-, 
rial for articles and proba­
bly a book. '

Ellington fired Avery 
Thursday, on the heels 
of a report by the Interna­
tional Assn. -of Chiefs of 
Police which was highly 
critical of the entire state ■
penal system. But Avery 
quoted the governor as 
saying his dealings with 
Ray umre the basis for tk 
dismissal. , ;

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Ray Pleads 
For Review 
Of Denial
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — At­

torneys for James Earl Ray 
asked for a review Friday of the 
recent denial of his new trial re­
quest, a move that could bring 
the case before the state Court 
of Criminal Appeals.

Ray, who entered a guilty 
plea March 10 to the slaying of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., was 
refused a new trial last month 
by Criminal Court Judge Arthur 
Faquin Jr.

Richard J. Ryan of Memphis. 
I a member of Ray’s new team of 
lawyers, said he filed for per­
mission Friday with the crimi­
nal court clerk to appeal the rul-. 
ing against the new trial. j

Ray said he expects Faquin to 
hold a hearing on the new legal 1 
maneuver Monday, or if no' 
hegjring is held, to at least issue ‘ 
aruling.—~- r

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Jatties Earl Ray was denied a new" 
trial by a Memphis court. The 
dfecision by Shelby County Criminal 
Courtjudge Arthur FaQuin Jr. was ■ 
the latest step in an increasingly 
Complicated’effort by Ray to take 
back a‘guilty plea he entered March 
KU.ta-thfl slaying of civil^ ryh-ts 
leader ' Dr. Martin Luther King;

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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block publication of a book^mR 
his handwritten memoirs was denied 
by a federal judge In Memphis. Ray. 
frying 99 years for the murder of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, was not in 
court. But a deposition claimed that

lawyers prejudiced his case?

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

1-2 
Los

Los Angeles Times 
Angeles, Calif.

Date:

Edition:

Author:

Editor:

Title:

12/2/69
Tuesday Final

Character:

or

Classification:
Submitting Office: LOS Anff61eS 

| | Being Investigated

SEARCHED. 4 ^01

SEBIAIITrn . Him ■ 
0^ 2 1969 ' 

FBI —LOS ANGELES

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

Character:

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Miller described as con-

Warden W. S. Neil that

Los Anreles Calif

rather face that than 99

sec­
tion.

for

ners.

escape.

noc«
where he was confined.

Classification:

Los AnrelesSubmitting Office:

Date:

Edition:

Author:

Editor:

Title:

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Jotrye Orders Exercise,
Recreation, Job for Ray

Says Enforced Idleness Can Constitute 
Crud Punishment for Dr. King's Slayer

NASHVILLE UP)—A fe
deral judge ordered Ten 
hessee State Prison offici­
als Monday to. provide

be cruel punishment," Mil­
ler said in handing down
his order, "particularly

he feared harm from other
inmates and replied, "Id

years in solitary." ■ ■
Miller said at the outset,

he would decide only if
the confinement violates 
Ray's rights under ’ the 
Eighth Amendment which 
prohibits cruel and unu-
sual punishment.!

Lake Russell, the state

more exercise and a job to when it is only to protect
commissioner of correc
tion, told Miller:

James Earl Ray, who de­
clared earlier he prefers
the threat of death at the
hands of fellow inmates to 
remaining in solitary con­
finement.

U.S. Dist. Judge William
E. Miller's order could
result in Ray, the admit­
ted killer of Dr. Martin
Luther King, becoming a
part-time food server and
janitor in the prison's
maximum security

Miller ordered the state
to submit by Jan. 12 a plan
incorporating "recreation,
work and exercise
Ray, who had sought an
injunction against conti­
nued maximum security
conf inement. However,
the judge did not order
that Ray be permitted to
mingle with other priso­

Ray contended solitary
confinment is impairing 
his health and violating
his rights.

The state said Ray, who
was sentenced to 99 years
in Dr. King's slaying, is
being kept in the( 6 x 9-foot 
cell here for his own

Enforced idleness can

him from bodily harm. "I'm ready to transfer
him to Brushy Mountain

I-13 Los Angeles Times

structive a suggestion by

Ray be allowed to help
serve food to other maxi­
mum security prisoners
while they were locked up,
and that he be allowed to
help janitors clean up. The
judge reserved final judg­
ment, however, until he
receives the written plan.

Ray was asked at the
day-long hearing whether

right now." He referred to
the state's maximum se- , 
curity prison at Petres in i 
east Tennessee where 
there is one guard for each I 
two prisoners.

At the Nashville pe­
nitentiary, Russell said,
there are 300 guards for
2,000 inmates.

Neil, warden at the
Nashville facility, said
R*>«-wan.being kept in the 
prison's isolation sectioH
because "Wedon't want
somebody to kill him and
we don't want him to

The warden said he also
believed Ray might get
more help from sympathe-
tic whit^ worked
prison here, should he try 
to escape.

But he added that Ray
would have to be guarded

12/30/69
Tuesday Final

searched—-UWE® 
SERIAUZED-X-JMa
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PREFERS RISK — James Earl 
Ray entering courthouse in 
Nashville where he said he 
would prefer risking death at 
hands of other prisoners than 
remnin in his isolated cell. 
Story on Pag. 13, Part 1 WwirWo
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""^Star-Free Press
Sec. B —12 Vol. 95, No. 283 Aug. 15,1970

To Cesar Chavez
Would your agreement with the Teamsters Union to 

divvy up the organizing of agricultural workers properly 
be called a “sweetheart pact”? •

PA VENTURA

To Baseball Fans
The Flood case, it seems, turned out to be a mere 

trickle.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

PA VENTURA

To Assemblyman MacDonald
Your demonstration of the need for a tighter clamp on 

dangerous drugs was timely and convincing.
PA VENTURA

To Native Americans
Officials are reported to believe the Alcatraz Indians 

will cooperate. That’s what Custer thought, too.
PA VENTURA

B-12 Star-Free Press 
Ventura, Calif.

To The FBI
Amid reports of your wiretap eavesdropping on the 

private life of Dr. Martin Luther King, one thing remains 
unexplained: How can any citizen’s peccadillos pose a 
threat to the national security? That is the rationale for
wiretapping, isn’t it?

PA VENTU®^
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REPORT '

an'Appraisal of Martin Luther Ong
ROBERT KIRSCH ■ Tfne and thus part of

''’■ ^ 4——

THE KING GOD
-DI D|?f SAVE! Reflec-■ 
tions bn. the* Life-; and 
Death of Martin Luther

, King Jr., by John A’. Wil-
liams (Coward - MpCanli. _ , ... . crean which was uwu gn- 
$5.95) is a book ' which ^' ^ as a P1/ e P. ’ en to him. He contends 
’ ’ ‘ ’ son> "except as it pertains &at Dr King was a crea_swings between potboiling 
and honest anger, charac­
ter decimation and pene­
trating appraisal, and il­
lustrates, sadly and per­
haps unintentionally, the 
punitive impulses within 
the black liberation move­
ment. •

Issued Statement
Williams has issued a 

statement in connection 
with the boo k w h i c h 
ought, in fairness, to have 
been included in the work 
itself. Obviously, it antici­
pates and attempts to dis­
arm criticism: "I didn't sit 
down to do this book to re­
veal anything or to gos­
sip.” But the book is filled 
with the statements of an­
onymous informers on Dr. 
King's personal life, mat­
ters which, Williams 
claims, were used by the 
Avhite Establishment tg 
keep ^ne black leader in

victimization. ■
But how* much 6f this 

w a s r e a U y necessary ? 
Hdw milch, detail of "barn­
yard gossip" is necessary 
for ^Williams who claims 
that he has no interest in

to black people as a 
whole"? If this were'Ilie
only deprecation of pr.
King,, it might be under* 
standable. But Williams United States,

» lack .ns? SSJiS 
spiracy, and then con­
spired to plug the memory 
of the man with putty."

Williams suggests that 
whites loved Dr. King, be­
cause nonviolence w a s 
safe and had not resulted, 
in real freedom -or-equality 
for blacks. Then in some 
contradiction to - the bur­
den of the rest of the book, 
he goes on to say that Dr. 
King was. killed, because ' 
he "had been more or less 
hinting in public that the 
alternative to his philoso-. 
phy could only be violence. 
He had not gained the vic­
tories he needed to weak­
en the growing press-man­
ufactured power and pub-' 
licity of the 'black mili­
tant/' He had spokenout 
in condemnation of the

Date:

Edition:

Author:

Editor:

Title:

8/20/70
Thursday rinal

MURKIN

Character:

fusions, his. ambitions, 
even his omissions as a 
leader, at least as the au­
thor sees them. o '
, Though he has a few 
good things to say about 
Dr. King, his basic point is 
to deny hiii most of the 
credit which has been giv-

tion of the white press and, 
the white Establishment, 
that.in "the awesome exer­
cise of white power in the

. it
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Vietnam War; he had ex- 
coriatecT^the institutions ’turns in on himself, apes
that constitute the white 
power structure, while 
publicly refusing to. ac­
knowledge- the validity, of 
black power."

Yet the very existence oi 
this book and its tone 
raise serious questions. .Ob­
viously black militants 
were as opposed to Dr. 
King as white extremists 
(though Williams con­
tends that all but a hand­
ful of whites really , felt 
joyful at Dr. King's 
death!); the most critical 
work so far to appear is 
precisely this one written 
by Williams.

, Punitive Impulses
The pity is that punitive' 

impulses know no color 
line. Black leaders turnon 
each other with depress­
ing regularity. In his state­
ment Williams knows the 
truth: <"W,hite people 

; didn't have to lay-a:finger 
on him for, like most of us> 
he -was crippled in subtle

the views and habits' of ‘ compassion, understanding 
and . reeognition^^ll of iT’hlnknMZ •«« z>l«-*SH^!?^r!H^Lthose who have oppressed wliich are in shorHUMi

him." - -------------------------- --—_
And this is precisely

in this self-indulgent book,.

what Williams has done, Dr. King the author might 
consciously or uh con- not want applied to'*$f 
sciously, intentionally or contribution to thg libera; - 
unintentionally. It is all tiStlUnracks in Aift^rica.’ 
the more a shame because 
he is a fine writer and, in 
general, a thoughtful man. 
Here he has written a 
screed which for all the oc­
casional truths it uncovers 
about the thinking and 
feeling of blacks in Ameri­
ca; echoes the inverted 
prejudice of one of his ano­
nymous barnyard infor­
mants, "Martin," Person B 
told him, "was nothing put 
a Southern country boy,' 
naive as hell about almost 
everything." ?

The antidote to the myth 
of Dr. King must surely 
one day be written but it 
cannot be this anger-dis-' 
torted perspective. He was: 
a„ man .of concern ipucp,
flawed as allt of us are, 

eagle bf racism. The "ffc- ’ " '
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Calif

State Corrections Commis­
sioner Mark Luttrell said the

Mountain State Prison.

said.
Warden Robert Moore said

movies.

Moore said, and the guards saw
Ray slipping out of his secluded 
worKareT
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In New

Attempt ^eraId-Examiner
Angele s

PETROS, Tenn. (UPI)
Tames Earl Ray, the slayer Of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., has 
bungled another attempt to
escape from prison, authorities
said Monday.

attempt occurred Feb. 5 and
: resulted in Ray being put back

। in a disciplinary cell at the
maximum security Brushy

He was found crawling to or
trom a place where he could
work and not be seen,” Luttrell

Ray had acquired a makeshift 
handsaw and was attempting to
saw a hole through the ceiling! 
of a room adjoining an auditor-! 
ium where inmates watched!

2/15/72

The lights came on too soon,

Los Angeles
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Bell Indicates He Doubts

- -tty
Bell Said Sunday that he had changed 
a^secreb Justice Departaen&jeport’s . had

nated
O#w ....

Bell, contending that, the conclu­
sion was “extraneous” to the purpose 
of th? r^prt, indicated he had doubts 
about capacity to carry off the 
crime singlehandedly.

He said the purpose of the report 
was to determine whether there had 
been cause for a lengthy FBI surveil­
lance of the civil rights leader and to 
assess the quality of the FBI’s assas­
sination investigation.

The report was prepared at the.re­
quest of Bell’s predeces^fjJ^^;^ 
H. Levi, in the wake oji , ’ ' 
that the FBI had harasswW® 
several years and had wiretappeiaj|d 
bugged him extensively. W®

The report has not
blit parts of an earlier version were 
leaked when Levi gave copies to sev­
eral congressional chairmen.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

i-i LOS ANGELES
TIMES
LOS ANGELES, CA

Bell, appearing on the CBS televi­
sion program Face the Nation, said 
the report was “couched in terms of 
assessing the type job the FBI did” in 
investigating King’s slaying. In a sub­
sequent interview, he disclosed that 
he had treated the report as a draft 
and had altered the conclusion that 
no conspiracy existed.

Bell said that the conclusion was 
“gratuitous.”

“I had that part changed,” he said.
The attorney general, who is at­

tending the winter meeting of the 
American Bar Assn, here, said that he 
had asked that the report’s authors 
discuss whether “Ray had the mental 
capacity” to arrange the assassination 
and travel through Canada and to 
England before he was apprehended. 
J3efr«a®i’*th^^
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i$ost' of his - life in. penitentiaries,. He 
said that Ray’s extensive travels after 
t^e assassination “puzzled me.” He 
directed-jUgo that Ray’s I^@J)e 
limWSreBort. '
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Ball jaid he had asked two or tjuee 
otfer pefsShs to study the report and 
advise him on whether to make it 
public. ■ .

On the conspiracy question, Bell 
said, “I think if yob read the report 
you could lean to either side on it. 
You could say there is no evidence of 
a conspiracy, but you could still won­
der if there happened to be a con­
spiracy.” . - .

>,Bell said he favored releasing^ 
report but wanted-tobecertagjthat it 
did not “embarrass anyone.” •

According to testimony before the 
Senate Intelligence Committee/ ihe 
FBI planted electronic bugs in hotel 
rooms that King occupied and then 
mailed a tape of the illicit eavesdrop­
ping to King and his wife, Coretta.

Bell cited the King investigation 
and the current investigation of al­
leged Korean influence pfeddling on 
Qapitol Hill aifflam^® Jrters

in Washington but not in,-the rest of 
the country</- ■

hi defending his decision t&-press 
for S^edyMetibh in the'Korean,in­
vestigation, which Justice Depart­
ment officials have described as high­
ly complex and requiring far more 
work, Bell said that a corrosive 
Watergate atmosphere had festered 
too long. ,

Tn reply to questions at a news con-

Coi# _ «^Wd 
as^Iast resort rather th a falsie 
remedy. He suggested’that the Ad­
ministration would encourage use of 
local, multiracial committees- to de­
vise school desegregation plans that 
“may not suit everybody but will be 
the best under the circumstances.”

Bell said also that neither the at­
torney general nor the Justice De­
partment had authority to conduct 
warrantless break-ins. But he left 
open the possibility thatj in his view, 
the President could order warrantless 
break-ins nnrier some circumstances 
to brbtecfnational securit^^
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