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Memorandum
to ’.SAC LOUISVILLE 44-947 date: 4-24-68

from -.SA John K, Fenrod

subject: MUREIN
CR
00: Memphis

Re Memphis airtel dated 4-19-68

James Boone, Boone Laundry & Cleaners, Murray, Ky, advised on 

4-23-68 their laundry places Thermo Seal tape on outer clothing 

only(shirts, trousers, etc,) and they do not use this tape for sheets 

and pillow cases. He was unable to furnish any pertinent infor­

mation concerning Thermo Seal tape 2$ 20R-3 other than in his 

opinion this marking would probably have come from a big city laundry 

since most small or medium sise laundri es do not place such tape 

on sheets or pill&w cases, '
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) date: 4/25/68

FROM SA C. ADDISON KINCAID

subject: MURKIN 
CR

OO:MEMPHIS

On 4/19/68, Miss AUDREY WOOD, Record Room, 
Louisville Police Department, after checking the 
records of her bureau, advised that same contained no 
record of anyone identifiable with subject under the 
name of ERIC STARVO GALT. On 4/21/68, Miss WOOD also 
checked the same records under the name of JAMES EARL 
RAY and known aliases, advising that same contained no 
record of anyone identifiable with RAY.

On 4/19/68, Miss ELAINE BOND, Jefferson County 
Police Department Record Room, checked the records of 
her department in the name of ERIC STARVO GALT with 
negative results. A similar check by Miss BOND on 
4/21/68 in the name of JAMES EARL RAY, with known 
aliases, resulted negatively as to the location of 
anyone identifiable with subject.

On 4/19 and 4/21/68, Miss HELEN BRIGANCE, 
Credit Bureau of Louisville, checked the indices of 
her bureau in the names of ERIC STARVO GALT and JAMES 
EARL RAY with aliases, advising that same contained no 
record of anyone identifiable with this individual on 
file with her bureau.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
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SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947)

SA C. ADDISON KINCAID

4/25/68

MURKIN 
CR

00:MEMPHIS

On 4/19/68, Miss AUDREY WOOD, Record Room, 
Louisville Police Department, after checking the 
records of her bureau, advised that same contained no 
record of anyone identifiable with subject under the 
name of ERIC STARVO GALT. On 4/21/68, Miss WOOD also 
checked the same records under the name of JAMES EARL 
RAY and known aliases, advising that same contained no 
record of anyone identifiable with RAY.

On 4/19/68, Miss ELAINE BOND, Jefferson County 
Police Department Record Room, checked the records of 
her department in the name of ERIC STARVO GALT with 
negative results. A similar check by Miss BOND on 
4/21/68 in the name of JAMES EARL RAY, with known 
aliases, resulted negatively as to the location of 
anyone identifiable with subject.

On 4/19 and 4/21/68, Miss HELEN BRIGANCE, 
Credit Bureau of Louisville, checked the indices of 
her bureau in the names of ERIC STARVO GALT and JAMES 
EARL RAY with aliases, advising that same contained no 
record of anyone identifiable with this individual on 
file with her bureau.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Killer Must Be Apprehended Alive—j (Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

THE CONFUSING REPORTS issued by law- 
enforcement officials investigating the 
murder of Dr. Martin Luther King are dis­
quieting. More and more the killing of Dr. 
King begins to look like the work of a con­
spiracy. If ex-convict James Earl Ray was the 
killer, as the FBI says, where did he get the 
money he so freely spent? He had no visible 
means of support. What was his motive?

It is important that Ray be captured alive. 
If he isn’t, we. are likely to be haunted by the 
same kind of questions that are still un­
answered in the assassination o-f President 
Kennedy. By describing Ray as “armed and 
extremely dangerous” in a public announce­
ment, the FBI has decreased the chances of_ 
apprehending him alive.

in an editorial over the weekend, The 
Atlanta Journal said: “We regard it as impera- 
tivp that James Earl Ray ... be taken into 
custody alive and closely protected there- 
ifter. If this is the killer, every possible step

must be taken to see that he is not silenced 
before he talks.”

The feeling is growing that Attorney Gen­
eral Ramsey Clark prematurely ruled out a-----  
conspiracy theory. Later, in its warrant for 
the arrest of Galt (or Ray) the FBI charged 
him with conspiracy without disclosing the 
scope or nature of it.

This week Time magazine reported that a 
Memphis man “told Time and the FBI that 
he had overheard a local businessman giving-----  
an unknown triggerman urgent orders to kill 
King on the balcony of his motel, and even 
specifying the price for the job ($5,000), and 
the pickup point for the fee.” The FBI Ide------ 
dined to comment on the report. I
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SAC, INDIANAPOLIS

SAC, WMIWIIM (44-947)(P)

MVRXIN

0ft 4/#/#r AM D. MASON, 4617 West 
MaisvilW, Kentucky, tei0@ai©tllyBroadway, bubvOlfej leatwky, tele^@nic«lly 

miasm the Uuiaville Mvisiea advising that 
la the sera tag ©f Xariaiy, April 13» 19##, while 
driving la a #m#kFl|r direetion ©a Highway 62 
near Jeffersonville, Indiana, he observed a white 
aale when he thought resembled the picture ©f
ERIC STAHVO GALT depicted wearing a bow tie as 
appearing la the '1ml newspapers sis well as 
appearing similar In a side view t® the artist’s 
eeBceptiQnof the alleged marderer ®f DR. MARTIH 
LUTHER US®. This individual was driving an ©Ider 
model black oldsaobile apprsxissately' ll# vintage 
which here Indiana license plat© 1011129/

The individual he observed had short cropped 
dark hair and was wearing what appeared to be dark 
plastic rinsed glasses. He observed this Individual 
while stopped at a red light at ^leh time the party 
Seemed rather nervous and tried W ewer the side 
©f his face with Iris.hand. This bem^red ftear the 
Youngstown Shopping Center. MK^i further related 
that the Oldsmobile proceeded ftta a side street ©nt® 
Highway @2, near a group ®f apartments ®n the north 
side of Jeffersonville, Indiana

2 - Indianapolis
" 2 - Memphis (44-1987) 

Louisville
WE/brs
(6)

'i/

tiled_ _

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LS 44-947

The above information telephon ically 
furnished to SA SEAMAN JONES of the Jeffersonville 
Resident Agency by SA EDWIN H. EILERS.

LEADS

INDIANAPOLIS

AT J^FERSONVILLE, INDIANA,

Will ascertain registered owner of ear 
bearing Indiana plate IDA1120 and thereafter attempt 
t© resolve the identity ©f the party driving this 
vehicle as related by MASON.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

ADDENDUM:

Phone call received at 3:10 PM, 4/23/68, 
by SA EILERS and furnished SA JONES telephonically 
at 4:45 PM.

- 2 - .
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RBI LOUISVLE

FBI MEMPHIS

7 25PM URGENT 4-13-68 MEN

TO LOUISVILLE

FROM MEMPHIS 44-1987

MURKIN, CIVIL RIGHTS, 00: ME

INVESTIGATION MEMPHIS REVEALS THE FOLLOWI NG INDIVIDUALS ^

WIPE. REGISTERED INTO THE LORRAINE. HOTEL DASH MOTEL, FOUR

ZERO SIX MULBERRY AVE., MEMPHIS, ON EITHER APRIL THREE OR

FOUR, LAST, OR BOTH DATES. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE

LORRAINE HOTEL IS WHERE DR. KING WAS ASSASSINATED

^R. A. D. KING, ROOM TWO ZERO ONE, APRIL FOUR, LAST,

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

A. DAVIS, ROOK TWO ZERO SEVEN, APRIL FOUR, LAST,

LOUI SVILLE

L. B. WARD, ROOM IWO ZERO SEVEN, APRIL FOUR, LAST

LOUI SVILLE

INTERVIEW ALL INDIVIDUALS LISTED KE ANY INFO. THEY MIGHT

HAVE CONCERNING ASSASSINATION

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO . ■

FOR INFO OF LOUISVILLE, DR. KING WAS SHOT WHILE 

STANDING WITH HIS HECK TO HIS ROON ON THE BALCONY ON THE 

SECOND FLOOR LEVEL AT APPROXIMATELY SIX P. M. THE SHOT 

CAME FROM A DIRECTION IN FRONT OF HIM. INTERVIEWING AGENTS 

SHOULD ENDEAVOR TO OBTAIN ONLY FACTS FROM INDIVIDUALS INTER­

VIEWED, KEEPING IN MINES HIGH DEGREE OF EMOTION GENERATED 

AS A RESULT OF THE ASSASSINATION, WHICH KAY AFFECT ' 

THE INDIVIDUAL'S ABILITY TO FACTUALLY RELATE WHAT HE 

OBSERVED AT. TIME OF ASSASSINATION. 

END 

J BR 

FBI LOUISVLE ' ’ '
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fl LOUISVLE

•: i MEMPHIS

7 PS!' > DBG ." N1 4-1 3-68 M) N

TO LOUISVILLE

FkOM MEMPHIS 4/1-1987

i .r, CIVIL RIGHTS, 00: It.

I NV)'STI GM ION MEMPHIS, 1 EVEALS THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS 

HR MGISTFKEI 1X70 THE LORRAINE HOTEL DASH MOTEL, FOUR 

ZERO SIX MULi EHiiY AVE., 'E PHIS, ON HTHl-i APRIL THREE Ok 

•OUh, LAST, OR <OTH I Tn EL. IT SHOULD I NOTE! THAT THE 

LORRMNE HOTEL IS WHERE Jk. KING WAS ASSASSINATED:

Mt . A. I . KING* HOON UO ZE.cO ONE, APRIL FOUR, LAST, 

LOUISVILLE * K* NT It Y.

C. A- DAVIS, ROOM TOO ZERO SEVEN, iJ.il. FOUR, LAST, 

LOUISVILLE.

L. ■• WAHL, BOOM TWO ZEkO SEVEN, April. FOUR, LAST, 

LOUISVILLE.

INTERVIEW ALL I M I VI L UALS LI ST) 1 EXT INFO- THEY MIGHT 

HAVE CONCERNING ASSASSINATION.

M^»
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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AIRTEL

TO SAC, INDIANAPOLIS

4/24/68

A

FROM; SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947)(P)

RE: MURKIN 5
®

On 4/23/68, ALVIN D. MASON, 4017 West 
Louisville, Kentucky, telephonically 
the Louisville Division advising that 

in the morning of Saturday, April 13, 1968, while 
driving in a southerly direction on Highway @2 
hear Jeffersonville, Indiana, he observed a white

Broadway, 
contacted

male whom he thought resembled the picture of 
ERIC STARVO ©ALT depicted wearing a bow tie as 
appearing in the local newspapers as well as 
appearing similar in a side view to the artist's 
conception of the alleged murderer of DM MARTIN 
LUTHER KING. This individual was driving an older 
model black oldsmobile approximately X®®0 vintage 
which bore Indiana license plate^JO

The individual he observed had short cropped 
dark hair and was wearing what appeared to be dark
plastic rimmed glasses. He observed this individual 
while .stopped at a red light at which time the party 
seemed rather nervous and tried to coVer the side 
of his face with his hand. This occurred hear the 
Youngstown Shopping Center. MASON further related 
that the Oldsmobile proceeded from.a side street onto 
Highway 62, near a group of apartments 
side of Jeffersonville, Indiana.

2 - Indianapolis 
2L- Memphis (44-1987) 
(2/- Louisville
EHE/brs ,
<6)

on the nort

V
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LS 44-947

The above information telephonically 
furnished to SA SEAMAN JONES of the Jeffersonville 
Resident Agency by SA EDWIN H. EILERS.

LEADS

INDIANAPOLIS

AT JEFFERSONVILLE, INDIANA.

Will ascertain registered owner of car 
bearing Indiana plate 10A1120 and thereafter attempt 
to resolve the identity of the party driving this 
vehicle as related by MASON.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

ADDENDUM:

Phone call received at 3:10 PM, 4/23/68, 
by SA EILERS and furnished SA JONES telephonically 
at 4:45 PM.

- 2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O.14176



FBI WASH bC

7 48 PM URGENT A/18/6 8 GJM

TO ALL SACS

friOM DIRECTOR IP

MURKIN.

CONTACTS SHOULD BE MAINTAINED WITH ALL. CASS

COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA IN YOUR TERRITORIES TO INSURE THAT

THERE IS FREQUENT REFERENCE TO PHOTOGRAPH OF GALT AND HlS

.CONNECTION WITH THIS CASE. IF NOT ALREADY DONE/ PHOTOGRAPHS

/ should be shown ok distributed to law enforcement and

U OTHER APPROPRIATE AGENCIES IN YOUR AREAS TO INSURE THE

^BROADEST POSSIBLE PUBLICATION OF SUBJECT'S PHOTOGRAPH AND

B A CKG RO UN L .

OFFICES COVERING POINTS OF ENTRY OR EXIT. FROM 

COUNTRY INSURE THAT SUBJECT'S PHOTOGRAPH AND BACKGROUND 

HAVE BEEN WIDELY DISTRIBUTED AND/OR APPROPRIATELY 

DISPLAYED AND THAT STOPS ARE BEING MAINTAINED.

OFFICES COVERING DEPARTURE OH ARRIVAL OF OVERSEAS

FLIGHTS SHOULD ALSO RENEW STOPS AND DISPLAY PHOTOGRAPHS

OF SUBJECT APPROPfilATELY.-

hND

bj I . . . P JR

FBI EILUAUK '

IP.. .GWK-

FbI INDAPOLS

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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.FBI CINCINTI

L S • • • JBH

FBI LOUISVLE

C b « « « G G il

FBI CHICAGO

TU C
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FhI WASH IC

7 RHP URGENT 4/J8/68 GJM

10 ALL SACS

ETON ) U1CT0H If

IRKIN.

CONTACTS SHOULD BL MAINTAINED hl TH ALL MASS

COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA IN YOUi TERRITORIES TO INSURE THAI

THEHL IS FREQUENT UNFE;;hMT TO PHOTOGRAPH OF GAL1 ANT HIS 

CONNECTION WITH THIS CASE. IF NOT ALREADY DONE. PHOTOGRAPHS

SHOULD PE SHON 0.. DISTRIBUTED TO’ LAW ENFORCEMENT AND

OlHE. APPROPRIATE AGENCIES IN YOUR AREAS TO INSURE THE 1

BROADEST POSSIBLI PUBLICATION OF SUBJECT'S PHOTOGRAPH AND 

. ACKGROUt1 ) •

OFFICES COVERING POINTS OF ENTRY Oh EXIT FROM

COUNTRY INSURE THAT SUBJECTS PHOTOGRAPH ANT BACKGROUND

HAVE BEEN TULLY DISTRIBUTEE AND/OH APPhOPR I AU L /

DISPLAY! I AN1 THAI STOP: Ahi- Dr ING MAINTAINED. X

OFFICES COVERING DHV>1U!.L Oh ARRIVAL OF OVERSEAS

FLIGHT SHOULD ALSO RENEW STOpS ANL DISPLAY PHOTOGRAPHS

OF SUBJECT APPROPRIATELY. OBJECT AhMiT ANL DANGEROUS.

END ' ' I ,

I ..-PJr

Ft I <ILwAOK

IP.. .GWK-

FBI INDAPOLS

^-W-/^
SEARCHED
serialized /LED

APRT ? -~&
FBI—LOUISVILLE
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FBI. LOUISVLE

FBI WASH DC

416 PM URGENT 4-19-68 SAA

TO ALL SACS

' FROM’ DIRECTOR. 4P

MURKIN

THE FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE.HAS JUST BEEN ISSUED AT

WASHINGTON THIS AFTERNOON AND. YOU ARfc AUTHORIZED TO MAKE IT

IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE TO THE LEADING NEWSPAPERS AND RADIO

AND TV-STATIONS I-N YOUR DIVISION. EVERY EFFORT MUST BE MADE

TO 'INSURE REPEATED AND WIDESPREAD DISTRIBUTION OF. THIS '

INFORMATION. COPIES OF,THE 1968 PHOTOGRAPH OF SUBJECT-

ALREADY IN YOUR -PO-SSESSION AND, WANTED FLYERS SHOULD ALSO BE 

MADE AVAILABLE TO MEDIA CONTACTS-. NO ; EL ABO RATI ON • '

■ WHATSOEVER MAY BE/MADE REGARDING THIS RELEASE. ADDITIONAL

INSTRUCTIONS' REGARDING INVESTIGATIVE LEADS WILL' FOLLOW

SHORTLY

SERtflUZm K/Uirfn^Z/.

i

FBI—LOUISVI

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE' TWO

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

APRIL 19., 1968

ATTORNEY GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT THE

FBI .HAS IDENTIFIED J^ESE^LRAT, AN ESCAPtE FROM THE MISSOURI 
STATE PENITENTIARY, AS Et^ STARVO GALT, AGAINST WHOM A FEDERAL 

COMPLAINT FAS FILED LAST WEDNESDAY IN CONNECTION WITH THE,FATAL 

SHOOTING OF THE REVEREND DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. . -

DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER SAID THAT A SYSTEMATIC AND

। EXHAUSTIVE SEARCH OF LATENT FINGERPRINTS UNCOVERED IN THE DR. KING 

I CASE AGAINST THE FINGERPRINTS OF THE OVER 53,000 PERSONS FROM WHOM 

J -WANTED NOTICES" HAVE BEEN POSTED IN THE FILES OF THE FBI" S IDENT- 

' I FI CATION DIVISION LED TO THE DETERMINATION THAT GALT AND HAY

ARE IDENTIC AL •

MR. HOOVER SAID THAT RAY, WHO IS AO YEARS OF AGE, WAS 

REPORTED MISSING FROM THE MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY AT JEFFERSON 

CITY, MISSOURI, SINCE APRIL 23, 1967. HE HAD BEEN nECEIVhD AT THAT 

INSTITUTION ON MARCH 17, 1960, TO SERVE A 20-YEAR SENTENCE 

FOLLOWING CONVICTION IN ST. LOUIS FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND FOR 

OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE WITHOUT PERMISSION OF .THE OWNER.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PARE Trip EE ,

IN SEPTEMBER.* 1966# WHILE STARVING THIS SENTENCE# HE WAS

CONFINED FOR A TIME IN THE MAXIMUM SECURITY WARE AT THE STATE HOSPITAL 

AT FULTON# MISSOURI.

ACCORDING TO MR. HOOVER# KAY HAS A KNOWN ARREST RECORD

DATING BACK TO 1949. PRIOR TO THE 1960 CONVICTION FOR WHICH HE 

RECEIVED THE 20-YEAR.TERM# RAY HAD BEEN CONVICTED OF BURGLARY IN 

LOS ANGELES# CALIFORNIA# IN 19495 ARMED ROBBERY IN CHICAGO#

ILLINOIS# IN 19525 AND FORGING UNITED STATES POSTAL MONEY ORDERS 

IN MISSOURI IN 19 55-

HE HAS SERVED TERMS IN THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY JAIL IN 

19 49 5 IN STATE PRISONS AT JOLIET AND PONTIAC# ILLINOIS# IN 19 52-545 

AND IN THE FEDERAL PENITENTIARY AT LEAVENWORTH# KANSAS# IN 19 55-58.

HAY ?JAS AN ENLISTED MAN IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY FROM 

FEBRUARY# 1946#' TO DECEMBER# 1948# AT WHICH TIME HE WAS GIVEN A 

GENERAL DISCHARGE DUE TO INEPTNESS AND LACK OF ADAPTABILITY FOR 

MILITARY SERVICE. WHILE IN THE ARMY# HE RECEIVED A THREE-MONTH 

SENTENCE' AT HARD LABOR FOR BEING DRUNK AND BREAKINGAARREST.. _

MR. HOOVER SAID THAT DURING HIS

HAS/-<ALSO USED THE NAPES OF JAMES MC^I DE# JAMES 
HERW AND JAMES (^ONNER. HE IS ZWHITE MALE5

J^^^REER# KAY Ipr’ 

^Qi» '^ Jirfllf 

CLAIMS TO HAVE ^ 7&2>^Tz.
3oo 

(^Q^j^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FOUR

BEEN BORN SEARCH 10., 1928, IN ILLINOIS; IS APPROXIMATELY 5 FEET 

10 INCHES TALL AND WEIGHS ABOUT 163 TO 174 POUNDS- RE HAS BLUE 

EYES AND BROWN HAIR. THERE IS A SMALL SCAR ON THE CENTER OF 

HIS FOREHEAD AND A SCAR ON THE PALM OF HIS RIGHT HAND.

RAY HAS CLAIMED THAT HE ATTENDED SCHOOL THROUGH THE 

1OTH GRADE IN ALTON, ILLINOIS- HE HAS HAD THE REPUTATION OF 

BEING A •'•DRIFTER" SINCE LEAVING SCHOOL. HIS VOCATIONAL EXPER­

IENCE INCLUDES WORKING AS A BAKER, LABORER AND COLOR MATCHER.

IN CONNECTION WITH HIS ESCAPE FROM THE MISSOURI STATE 

PENITENTIARY, AN FBI COMPLAINT WAS FILED IN JEFFERSON CITY, 

MISSOURI, ON JULY 20, 1967, CHARGING RAY WITH UNLAWFULLY FLEEING 

FROM THE STATE OF MISSOURI TO AVOID CONFINEMENT. HE HAS BEEN A 

FEDERAL FUGITIVE SINCE THEN.

HAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS 

ANYONE HAVING INFORMATION CONCERNING HIM SHOULD IMMEDIATELY 

CONTACT FBI HEADQUARTERS IN WASHINGTON, D- C., OH THE NEAREST 

FBI OFFICE- 

END 

VSJ 

FBI LOUISVLE 

T UX
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PAGE IJO

FOL 1 MM>1 1 Al t RELEASE

HP.HL 19* 1968

ATTORNEY GENERAL xiA^SEY OLA. K ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT THE

[•’Bl HAI I DE NT I FiEI JAME 1 Mt.L .J /, :: ESCAPEE PHO? THE MISSOURI 

STATE PENITENTIARY* AS I-KIC STARVO GALT* AGAINST WHOM A FH i hAL 

COKPLAINT WAS PILE) LAST WEDNESDAY IN CONNECTION WITH THE. FATAL 

SHOOTING 01' THE REVEREND HR. MARTIN LUTHER KING* JI .

11. ECTO.: J. EMA. HOOVER SAI) THAT A . ZETEMATIC ANE

EXHAUSTIVE SEARCH OF LATENT FINGERPRINTS UNLOVE Mi IN THE 1;.. KING

.ANTED NOTICES1* HAVE BEEN POSTEL IN THE FILES OE THE FUL'S IDENT­

IFICATION DIVISION LED TO THE DETERMINATION THAT GALT AND HAY

ARi IDENTICAL. .

Mk. HOOVE.; SAD THAT RAY* HO 1: AO YEARS Of AGE, .AS

; EPORTE! KISSING FROM THE MISSOURI ST IE PEN I TENT 1 ArY AT JEFFEttSON 

CITY. iSSOr 1. SINCE AFI.IL : 3> 1767. Hi HAL DEEN RECEIVED 1 THAT 

INSTITUTION ON MARCH 17. I960. iO SERVE A SO-YEAK SENTENCE 

FOLLOWING CONVICTION IN ST. LOUIS FOK ARMED ROBBERY AND FOK 

OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE ;. I THOUT T'E.M 1 MION OF LiE OWNER.
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HARF THHH

IX StPT-'-H . 1966, WHILE 'WAVING THIS SENTENCE, H! WAS

CONFINE! FOB A TIME IN TH) AW'D? 'EGu.ITY WARD Al ’UE STATE HOSPITAL 

AT FULTON, MISSOURI.

ACCORDING TO ME. HOOVER, KAY HA A KNOWN ARREST RE CORI

I MING BACK TO 1949. PRIOR TO THE I960 CONVICTION FOR WHICH HE

RECEIVED,THE 20-YEAR TERM, RAY HAD BREN CONVICTED £F BURGLARY IN 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, IN 1949! AnMEL tG. ERY IN CHICAGO, 

ILLINOIS, IN 1958; AND FORGING UNITED STATES POSTAL MONEY ORDERS 

IN MISSOURI IN 1955.

HE HAS SERVED TEjcS IN THE LO ANGELES COUNTY JAIL IN

1949! IN STATE PHI SONS Al JOLIET AND PONTIAC, ILLINOIS, IN 1958-54;

AND IN THE FEDERAL PENITENTIARY AT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS, IN 1955-58.

HAY WAS AN ENLIST Ei MAN IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY FROM

FEBRUARY, 1946, 10 DEGEMBE. , 1948, AT WHICH TIME HE WAS GIVEN A

QENKRAL DISCHARGE DUE TO tNEPW ' > OF ADAPTABILITY FOK 

MILITARY SERVICE. WHILE IN THE ARMY, A! DECEIVED A THREE-MONTH 

SENTENCE Al HARD LABOR FOR pEING DRUNK «ND BREAKING ARREST.

MR. HOOVER SAID THAI DURING H1S CRIMINAL CAREER, HAY

HAS ALSO USED THE NAMES OF JAMES MCBRIDE, JAMES WALTON, f. C.

HERRON- AND JAMES O’CONNER. HE IS A ..HITE .TALE; CLAIMS TO HAVE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FOUR

BEEN BOHN MARCH 10# 19P8* IN ILLINOIS IS .APPROXIMATELY 5 FEE'!

10 INCHES

SCAR ON THE CENTER OF

HIS FOREHEAD AM A SCAR ON THE PALM OF HIS HIGHT HANI

SCHOOL THROUGHHAY HAS OLA I MI L THAT !1 HE ATTENDED THE

10TH GRAM IN ALTON* ILLINOIS. HE HAS HAD THE REPUTATION OF

HEG A JHlrTEA SING! LEAVING SCHOOL HIS VOCATIONAL EXPEr-

lENCi- INCLOSES COCKING AS A cAKEr:* LABORER AND COLOR MATCHER

IE CONNECTION M TH HIS ESCAM FROM THE MISSOURI STATE

PENITENTIARY* AN FBI COMPLAINT WAS FILM IN JEFFH^SON CITY*

FEDE.HAL FUG I 11 VI SINGE THEN

SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMEE - NI M.TMMLX DANGEROUS.

ANYOM HAVING INFO:.MAHON CONCERNING HIM SHOULD IMMEDIATELY'

Ei I OFFICE,.

E ND

VSJ

F 1 LOUMVLJ

T UX

ISlOUhl* ON' JULY HO* 1967* CHANGING RAY WITH UNLAWFULLY FLEMING

CONTACT F. I HEADuUAHTERS IN WASHINGTON’* D. C.. OK THE NEAREST

EYES AND BROWN HAIR. THERE IS,A SMALL

F OF THE STATE OF MISSOU! 1 TO AVOID CONFINEMENT. HE HAS BEEN A

17A POUNDS. HE HAS BLUETALL AND WEIGHS ABOUT 163 TO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNnE«TATES DEPARTMENT OF JU
WERAL BUREAU 0 7 INVESTIGATION W 4-23-68 3 0 7 HJC

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , i» furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

AR RESTS D OR 
/ RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

/
Army J ames Earl Ray 

fl HH
February 
19, 1946

Sheriff’s Office 
Los Angeles, 
California

James Earl Ray .
#B-119908

October
11, 1949

suspicion of 
burglary

Police Department 
Los Angeles, 
California

James Earl Ray 
#139648

*

October
11, 1949

suspicion
459 Penal Code 
(burglary)

8 months County 
Jail suspended; 
2 years 
probation 
served; first 
90 days County 
Jail; 146 
December 30, 
1949 Cs129438

Sheriff’s Office
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Janies E. Ray 
#5937

April 18, 
1950

vagrancy

Police Department
Alton, Illinois

James Earl Ray 
#7514

July 23, 
1951

no operator’s 
license - no 
State License - 
no City License

re 
la

leased to pay 
ter

Police Department
Chicago, Illinois

James Ray
#390696

May 6, 
1952

robbery (Gun) Gr
S3

and Jury 
000

Cook County Jail 
Chicago, Illinois

James Ray 
#131165

May 9, 
1952

robbery June 13, 1952
■sentenced to 
penitentiary
1 to 2 years

State Penitentiary
Joliet, Illinois

James E, Ray 
#32419

June 13, 
1952

robbery 1 to 2 years

State Penitentiary 
Pontiac, Illinois

James E. Rav
#19121

July 7, 
1952 
1 n

robbery
, /z^y/c^

tp■2 years 
/ch 12, 19 5 J 
Zeb? T'^ed

transfer 
from 
Joliet

I STACKED JXwP^A’DEXED,
‘ SEXAl I7FD ^^yFWR^

j AP^4196^
‘/Xx ^ psi — Lo'uTsyivLE^

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover
Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2

UNDERSTATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSjjCE .
TOiRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION W 23—63

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537
307 HJC

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , js furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Sheriff’s Office 
Edwardsville, 
Illinois

James Earl Ray 
#2640

August
30, 1954

burglary and 
larceny

Police Department 
Hannibal, 
Missouri

James E. Ray 
#40714

March 23, 
1955

investigation 
of breaking and 
entering Post 
Office

State Highway James Earl Ray March 23, cashing stolen released to
Patrol
Macon, Missouri

#B-3376 1955 postal money 
orders

Postal Inspecto 
Kansas City, 
Missouri
March 24, 1955

United States
Marshal 
Kansas City, 
Missouri

James Earl Ray 
#12018

March 28, 
1955

forgery United
States Postal 

’Money Order

sentenced to 
15 months 
custody of 
Attorney Genera

Sheriff’s Office 
Kansas City, 
Missouri

James Earl Ray 
#29637

March 28, 
1955

Forgery -
Government

July 7, -1955
3 years and 9 
months

United States James Earl Ray July 7, Post Office 3 years and 9
Penitentiary 
Leavenworth, 
Kansas

#72498-L 1955 Laws
Forge Money
Orders

months May 20, 
1958 conditions 
release March 3 
1959 maximum 
lipri 1 5, 1958 
conditional 
release on char 
af Post Office 
forgery Post 
Office Money 
Orders

Po 1 i c e De p a r t m e n t 
Saint Louis,

James Earl Ray 
-■■■31071

October
19 1959

suspicion of 
robbery

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover
Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



3

■ UN^TED^TATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE A 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION A 4-23-68 307 HJC 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Police Department 
Saint Louis, 
Missouri

James Earl
#81071

Ray October 
16, 1959

suspicion of 
robbery 
stealing and 
fugitive other 
authorities

State Penitentiary 
Jefferson City, 
Missouri

Janes Earl
#00416

Ray March 17, 
1960

”TC" 
operating motor 
vehicle without 
permission of 
owner 
robbery first 
"b/m DDW" 
(2 charges)

20 years (20,
7, 5, 
concurrent)

State Hospital 
Number 1
Fulton, Missouri

James Earl
#37045 C-5

Ray September 
8,;1966

Patient

John Edgar Hoover
Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



■ UNITER STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
' O)ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION A 4-23-68 307 HJC

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 “
4

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

being possibly identical with subject of this record.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

WANTED: James Eai 
(operating motor 
owner; robbery fi 
(will extradite) 
Jefferson City, J. 
May 10, 1967.

1 Ray for 
vehicle w 
rst degre 
Notify Wa 
issouri i

escape April 23, 
ithout permission 
e "b/m of a D & D 
rden State Penite 
nformation receiv

1967 
of

W") 
ntiary 
ed

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as

John Edgar Hoover
Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1-Bureau

UN» STATES DERWENT O? SC/OO
BUH5AU GF I^TiGATJON W 4“23-68 307 HJC

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 

Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

Notations indicated by * are NOT based cn fingerprints in F3I files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUM3E3

ARRESTED 08 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

WANTED BY BUREAU: 
James McBride, Jc 
James O'Conner, C 
custody-robbery I 
file #88-41730 Of 
information rece: 
CAUTION: ARMED J

James E 
.mes Walyc 
’im, for u 
:irst Fug 
'fice of C 
.ved July 
.ND DANGER

arl Ray, also knc 
n, W.C. Herron, 
nlawful flight tc 
itive Index #1214 
rigin Kansas City 
27,1967.
OUS

sm as,

avoid 
26 Bureau

Alias: James‘Wal .ton

WANTED BY BUREAU:
Harvey Lowmyer, C 
Fugitive Index #2 
Origin Memphis. : 
CAUTION: ARMED J

Eric St 
‘ohn Willa 
.27540 Bur 
informatic 
ND DANGER

arvo Galt, also 1 
rd, Civil Rights- 
eau File #44-3836 
n received April 
OUS

nown as 
Conspiracy
1 Office of 
19,1968.

TAIS PA.:3 AivULi JS3NRA .'ED CLU;
TdjdiAL nuneau c; DION.

John Edgar Hoover
Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



‘■bl LOUISVLE

735PM URGENT ^_24_68 Bjp

TO ALL SAGS - RELAY MESSAGE PLAN

FROM’DIRECTOR 44-38361 2P

MURK IN

CONTACTS SHOULD EE MAINTAINED WITH ALL MASS COMMUNICATIONS

MEDIA IN YOUR TERRITORY TO INSURE THAT THERE IS FREQUENT 

REFERENCE' TO RAY AND HIS CONNECTION WITH THIS CASE.

SINCE YOU HARE PREVIOUSLY BEEN ADVISED THAT JAMES' EAHL

RAY IS IDENTICAL WITH ERIC STARV'D GALT AND YOU HAVE BEEN

FURNISHED IQ’S AND WANTED FLYERS ON RAY^ YOU ARE TO BE 

CERTAIN THAT ALL APPROPRIATE STOPS HAVE nEEN RENEWED ON 

JAME'S EARL RAY AND UNDER ALL OF HIS KNO WN ' AL IASES AS- SET

FORTH ON THE 10'S AND WANTED,FLYERS • THIS IS TO INSURE THAT

THE, BUREAU WILL HE. IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED IF THE SUBJECT IS 

ARRESTED OR COKES TO THE'ATTENTION OF AUTHORITIES WITH WHOM

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

ALL OFFICES SHOULD CONDUCT APPROPRIATE' INVEST! GATI ON

AT ALL ’■HIPPIE" ROOMING HOUSES AND SIMILAR ESTABLISHMENTS TO

OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION WHATSOEVER CONCERNING RAY.

APPROPRIATE LEGATS BEING ADVISEE SEPARATELY.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. '

I ND

Ft; I LOUISVLE .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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APPROPRIATE LEGATS BEING

AkNEE ANP 1 ANGELOUS

F NE

d-BK

LOUI SULFF I

HEVI SEI Si- H LATELY

PAGr 7 WO

ALL OFFICE> SHOUL1 CONEUCi App:iOPhI ATE INVESTIGATION

' i ALL HIPPIE KOONING HOUSJS ANA EI ILr.n ESTAi LI SHNE^TS

Or IAIN ANY iNFOil^llON WHAEOlVEk I,ONCE, NINA kA?

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-35 (Rev. 5-22-54;

FB I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via airtel AIRMAIL
(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM:

SUBJECT:

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (?)

MURKIN
CR
(00: MEMPHIS)

For the information of receiving offices, S 
JAMES EARL RAY, Aka. was last know, to be in the Atla 
Georgia, area on 4/5/68. Intensive investigation by 
Atlanta Office to date has not established mode of ti' 
portation utilized by RAY after 4/5/68 through checks 
transportation companies, cai' rental agencies, etc.

3 - Bureau
2
2
2
2
2

2
2
2
2
2
2
2

2

- Baltimore 
- Birmingham 
- Charlotte 
- Chicago 
- Cincinnati 
- Cleveland
- Columbia
- Houston 
- El Paso
- Indianapolis 
- Jackson
- Jacksonville 
- Kansas City 
- Little Rock 
- Louisville 
- Memphis 
- Miami

2 - Miami
2 - Mobile
2 - Newark
2 - Nev; Orleans
2 - New York City
2 - Norfolk
2 - Philadelphia
2 - Pittsburgh
2 - Richmond
2 - St. Louis
2 - San Antonio
2 - Savannah
2 - SpringfieId
2 - Tampa
2 - WFO
2 - Atlanta

^-9</7-/^>
JJL:rjb 
(69)

SEARCHED . 
SERIALIZED:

INDEXI

Speciay A^gihin Charge
Approved:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI ;

Date: ।

Transmit the following in _ ________________________ .________________________________________ |
' (Type in plaintext or code) ' 1

(Priority) .
---------------- ’--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- J_________

AT 44-2386

All receiving offices are requested to check car 
recoveries within their respective divisions of cars stolen 
from the State of Georgia subsequent to 4/4/68, and consider 
same to have been possible mode of transportation for Subject 
RAY. The same consideration should be given to any cars 
recovered in the near future that were stolen from the State 
of Georgia after 4/4/68. In those instances where cars were 
stolen from Georgia and where the transporter of same cannot 
otherwise be accounted for, investigation should be conducted 
to determine if RAY was person who may have stolen and 
transported same.

AR^D AND DANGEROUS.

Approved: Sent M Per____________________
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/22/68

Transmit the following in ___________________ :________________________
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIRMAIL_______________________________ ]
(Priority) .

--------- '----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------1_____ '

TO: ; DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR
(00: MEMPHIS)

For the information of receiving offices. Subject 
JAMES EARL RAY, Aka. was last known to be in the Atlanta, 
Georgia, area on 4/5/68. Intensive investigation by the 
Atlanta Office to date has not established mode of trans­
portation utilized by RAY after 4/5/63 through checks with 
transportation companies, cai' rental agencies, etc.

3 - Bureau
2 - Baltimore
2 - Birmingham
2 - Charlotte
2 - Chicago
2 - Cincinnati
2 - Cleveland
2 - Columbia
2 - Houston
2 - El Paso
2 - Indianapolis
2 - Jackson
2 - Jacksonville
2 - Kansas City
44- Little Rock 

Louisville
2 - Memphis
2 - Miami

2 - Miami
2 - Mobile
2 - Newark
2 - New Orleans
2 - New York City
2 - Norfolk
2 - Philadelphia
2 - Pittsburgh
2 - Richmond
2 - St. Louis
2 - San Antonio
2 - Savannah
2 - SpringfieId
2 - Tampa

JdL:rjb 
(69)

SEARCHED_ _ _ _ _ _INDEXED—
SERIALIZED V -^

APR 2 41968
FBI — LOUISVILL^/ 4

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-35 (Rev. 5-22-64) I

FBI |

Date: j

Transmit the following in _________________________________  1
(Type in plaintext, or code) »

Via _______     [
(Priority) j

•----------- ;------------ :------------------------------ j_____

AT 44-2386

All receiving offices are requested'to check car 
recoveries within their respective divisions of cars stolen 
from the State of Georgia subsequent to 4/4/68., and consider 
same to have been possible mode of transportation for Subject 
RAY. The same consideration should be given to any cars 
recovered in the near future that were stolen from the State 
of Georgia after 4/4/68. In those instances where cars were 
stolen from Georgia and where the transporter of same cannot 
otherwise be accounted for, investigation should be conducted 
to determine if RAY was person who may have stolen and 
transported same.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

Approved: ________________________________ Sent Per .___________________
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



640PM URGENT 4/14/68 GUM

TO ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM DIRECTOR 44-3886 1 3P

MURKIN.

ERIC STARVO GALT, THE PRINCIPAL SUSPECT, HAS PEEN 

REPORTED AS HAVING ATTENDED DANCING SCHOOLS IN BIRMINGHAM, 

IN ORLEANS AND CALIFORNIA. filTOFFICTSSHOiJLL IMMEDIATELY ' 

CHECK ALL DANCING SCHOOLS IN YOUR TERRITORIES FOR ANY RECORD 

FO PRIOR ATTENDANCE AT ANY SUCH SCHOOLS BY GALT AND RUN OUT 

NS LEADS DEVELOPED. GALT REPORTEDLY SIGNED UP FOR A ONE 

ESH DANCING COURSE IN FEW ORLEANS IN NINETEEN SIKTYFOURJ 

TOOK -DANCING LESSONS FOR SEVERAL WEEKS IN BIRMINGHAM

EEINNING. IN SEPTEMBER NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN; AND TOOK A

FOUR HUNDRED NINETYNINE DOLLAR DANCE COURSE FROM DECEMBER

HNEThEN SIXTYSEVEN TO FEBRUARY NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT AT LONG

EBACH, CALIFORNIA
^yfll

ONE DANCE INSTRUCTOR HAS STATED THAT GALT IS "CHA

B®UT DANCING BUT A POOK DANCER AND DIFFICULT TO TEACH

SEARCHED _ 

/Serialized 
/API 
it"

END PAGE ONE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PPGE TWO

BECAUSE HE DOES NOT 1-iEMEiWR .INSTRUCTIONS. HE WAS DESCRIBED 

SA AN INTROVERT WHO VOLUNTEERS NO INFORMATION .AND REPLIES WITH 

EY5 OK NO ANSWERS WHEN ASKED! DID KOT MINGLE WITH OTHER STUDENTS 

N& MADE NO EFFORTS TO MAKE FRIENDS OR CONVERSE WITH ANYONE.

ANOTHER DANCE INSTRUCTOR STATED GALT IS A GOOD DANCER, 

DISPLAYED SLIGHT SOUTHERN ACCENT, RURAL CHARACTERI STI CS OF 

ANGUAGE AND DICTION, TEETH STRAIGHT AND CLEAN, FINGERNAILS 

LEAN AND NEATLY TRIMMED,! WORE. GOLD RING WITH DARK STONE! 

ALWAYS NEATLY DRESSED WITH SUIT AND SHINY SLIP ON TYPE BLACK 

LA. I GATOR SHOES WITH THIN SOLES, BLACK HOSE AND WORE TIE TACK 

,NA) CUFF LINKS. SMOKED FILTER CIGARETTES AND HAD NERVOUS 

ABIT OF OCCASIONALLY PULLING AT EAR LORE. OWNER OF STUDIO 

TATES GALT SPOKE OF ALABAMA, SAI D .HE WAS A MERCHANT SEAMAN! 

PSKi OF BEING IN MEXICO BUT DID NOT'SPEAK SPANISH AND SPOKE 

MULISH BADLY! WAS SOCIALLY INEPT, AN INTROVERT AND A POOR 

AKCER BECAUSE HE WOULD NOT LOOSEN UP.’ SMILED RARELY AND k 
WHEN HE DID IT WAS A NERVOUS CROOKED SMILE! PAIL CASH FOR LESSONS 

AKI NG-"A WAD OF HILLS FROM POCKET.

ERIC STAHVO GALT DESCRIBED AS FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES, 

N® HUNDRED SEVENTYFIVE POUNDS, BLUE EYES, BROWN HAIR, BORN 

UUY TWENTY THIRTYONE, PLACE NOT GIVEN.

END PAGE TWO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE

GALI -''AY HAVE USEE THE NAME HAHVEY LOWYER OR JOHN 

ELLARD OR. ANY VARIATION OF THESE TWO NAMES OH ANY OTHER 

NAME. IN CONNECTION WITH ANY INQUIRIES^ NO INDICATION SHOULD 

EBGIVEN INQUIRIES ARE IN CONNECTION WITH CAPTIONED CASE.

UN SUH ARMED AND DANGEROUS. .

END . ' . '

N I PJ R ' .

FBI MI LUAUN ' ,

I P•»•EX S 

FBI INDAPOLS ■

CI.. • DHv .

FBI CINCINTI ,

L S» • t IB E .

rBI LOUISVLE 

CG...ERH ‘

FBI CHICAGO '

TI CLR -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



6^'01 L>i;fWT ZI/J4/6K GJ*

If ALL CONTINENTA! OFFICES

Fi{0* LIaEUTOH 44-38861 3P

■• n.^ar.

HUG EUAtVO GALI, TH)' PRINCIPAL SUSPECT, HAS LIEN 

HPCH.U1 AS HAVING AV1FNJH LANCING SCHOOL; IN f ii 'UNGHAG, 

EP O.Lt'V ^^ CALIFORNIA. ALL OFFICES SHO ULI I MMELI Al ELY 

CHECK ALL LAMING SCHOOLS IN YOUT TEHhl TO.; I E S FOK ANY HL GO id 

t-0 H 10R LTTE NT. .NGI AT ANY SUCH SCHOOLS rY GALL ANL LUN OUT 

NY LEAL? LEVELOP) I . GALL bnPOhTH’LY SIGNE! UP FOK A ONE 

t'; '-MUNG COIL S* IN NH Ji-L t V IN NINL1E1N IItTYFUUHJ

TOOK iANUING LESSONS FOL SH/HAL ..ELKS IN PlKMINGHAK

HG INNING IN SEPTtMriEK MNmHLN

FOLK nUNi'KiJ NINETWINE LULL; .

SIXTY seven; ani took a

PANG! UOU. Sh FROM LEGEM.' Ep

I^ETILN M XT YSEVEN TO Fi-l^MM

ETCH, CALIFORNIA

MNI TEEN :J IK , 1 GOT / f LONG „^^IV
ONT i -'MH INSTlH IO; H‘ ■ T: ' LH" 1 ' ' L.T IS ' CuAH

•<OUT LANCING BUI POOr. H Nt . ; NL 1 IF:-It ULI TO TEACH

ENT PAGE ONI

AP roi

ARCHED .
SERIALIZED
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PAR? TWO

BECAUSE H) DOES MOI ftftfEMi •. 1 NSTRUC 1 IONS. Kt WAS DESCRIBED 

SA AN INTROVERT WHO VOLUNTEERS NO INFORMATION AND REPLIES WITH 

F¥ OH NO ANSWERS WHEN ASKED? ) ID NOT MINGLE WITH OTHER STUDENTS 

NA MAES' NO EFFORTS TO MAKE FRIENDS OH CONVERSE WITH ANYONE.

ANOTHER I ANGE INSTRUCTOR STATED GALT IS A GOOD DANCER.. 1 

DISPLAYED SLIGHT SOUTHERN ACCENT. RURAL CHARACTERISTICS OF 

AEGUAGE AND DICTION* TEETH STRAIGHT AND CLEAN* FINGERNAILS 

LUAN /Fl NEATLY TRIMMED,? WORE GOLL RING WITH DAEiK STONE? 

ALWAYS NEATLY DRESSED WITH SUIT AND SHINY SLIP ON TYPE. BLACK 

ULIGATOM SHOES WITH THIN SOLES. BLACK HOSE AND WORE TIE TALK 

NA CUFF LINKS. SMOKED FILTEr CIGARETTES AM. HI 1 NERVOUS 

AH-IT OF OCCASIONALLY PULLING AT EAR LOBE. OWNER OF STUDIO 

IKE OF ALABAMA* SAID HE WAS A MERCHANT SEAMAN? 

PfOKE OK HUNG IN MEXICO BUT DIE NOT SPEAK ‘PANISH END SPOKE 

NGLISH BADLY? WAS SOCIALLY INEPT* AN INTROVERT AND A POOR 

AJNCER BECAUSE HE WOULD NOT LOOSEN UP. SMILED RARELY AND 

WHEN HF DID IT WAS A NERVOUS CROOKED SMILE? PAID CASH FOR LESSONS 

ATCING A JAD OF BILLS FROM POCKET.

ERIC STARVO GALT INSCRIBED AS FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES*

KO HUNDRED SFVFMYF1VE POUNDS, BLUE FYES, BROWN HAI u, BORN 

EBY TWENTY THIRTYONE, PLACE NOT GIVEN.

END PAGE TWO , .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PARE THUM. '

GAJ.l MAT- HAVE OSH TH I- NAM)- HARVEY UOWMYEH Oil JOHN

tLLARJ OR ANY VARIATION OF 'dir .S’ TWO N'-EE Oh ANY OTHER

bA-r. IK CONNECTION WITH ANZ INuHhlES, NO 1N11CATION SHOULD

IHG17EN iMJilhllS Ait). IN CONNECTION

UNSUd AHKH ANb DANGEROUS*

J ND .

v I PJH

- 1 MH.JACK

i P* Mf XS

^ I INDAPOtS

C I . . .J u ;

Ehl qiNCINTI ‘

D . . .J; )•'

’.! LOOISVLE

i n... t rh

FEI CHICAGO

T1 LLR

I TH CAP! ION El CASH.
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: April 25, 1968

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE

(Type in. plaintext or code)

URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861)

FROM: LOUISVILLE (44-947)

JAMES EARL RAY, AKA. - FUGITIVE; MURKIN; CR; UFAC - 

ROBBERY. 00: ME

REUR PHONE CALL TODAY.

CLAUDE COFFEY - SUSPECT:

INVESTIGATION GREENUP, KENTUCKY, REFLECTS THERE IS 

NO MANN STREET IN THAT LOCALITY NOR A ONE THREE FOUR MAIN 

STREET AND NO APARTMENTS IN THE VICINITY.

CONTACT WITH THE FOLLOWING WAS NEGATIVE RE POSSIBLE 

IDENTITY OF CLAUDE COFFEY WHO IS COMPLETELY UNKNOWN IN 

THE AREA.

PAUL BAKER, POSTMASTER; CHRIS MESSER, COP; LEWIS 

MC CUBBIN, COUNTY JUDGE; LESLIE MOORE, COUNTY COURT

CC: Memphis (44-1987) (AM) 
h/14-947 
RLS:pab

Approved:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD*3 6 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in ____________________________________________
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(P riority)

LS 44-947

AIR MAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P

Approved: ________________________________ Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Fei MASK Eg

FBI LO UI SV L B:

4 48 Pm 4/£5/68 URGENT SKK

TO: DIRECTOR /44-38861/

FROi-js LOUISVILLE /44-947/

jAlls earl hay; aka. - fugitives muekin? cr;ufao- 

R 0 Bri E RY• 00:w E

REUR PRONE CALL TODAY.

CLAUDE COFFEY-SUSPECT:

INVESTIGATION GREENUP; KENTUCKY; REFLECTS TriEKE IS 

NO KANN STREET IN THAT LOCALITY NOR A ONE THREE FOUR MAIN 

STREET AND NO APARTMENTS IN THE VICINITY.

1 CONTACT EI TH THE FOLLOWING HAS NEGATIVE KE POSSIBLE 

IDENTITY OF CLAUDE COFFEY WHO IS■COMPLETELY UNKNOWN IN 

THE. AR Eh.

PAUL RAKER; POSTMASTER; CHRIS KESSEL; COP; LEWIS 

^C .CUBBIN; COUNTY JUDGE; LESLIE. MOORE; COUNTY COURT 

C i J £;l ij\ 0

AIR MALL COPY TO MEMPHIS*

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

END 

G An 

Fril WASH DC

5-
T. 34-
Ra±^
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : File 44-947 date: 4/25/68

FROM : SAC, Louisville

subject: MURK IN

At about 2:20 PM today, No. 1 Man JOE KELLY, 
Civil Rights Section, SOG, called advising that Crime 
Records Division had just received a call for the 
Bureau’s confidential information from one DAVID KRESLOW 
the Washington News Editor of the Los Angeles Times 
newspaper/ to the effect that an employee of the news­
paper in Los Angeles,^an ex-convict who still has con­
tacts among' the criminal element, ''had informed to the 
effect that his sources indicate that subject RAY is 
currently living under the name of CLAL^^^HEIIEY at 
134 Mann Street, Apartment H, Greenup,\erituc^^]

Mr. KELLY requested that we immediately check this 

out. He further requested to be advised by teletype of 
the results, if COFFEY eliminated. Of course, we would 
call the Bureau in the event COFFEY is the subject.

At 2:27 PM this date, I furnished the above informa, 
tion to SRA STOWE at Ashland with the request that it be 
immediately checked out. He indicated he would do so at 
once.
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. FBI LOUISVLE . s ■ ^

FBI LOS ANG. " ; / ' ' ■ % j

3 S 55 PM URGENT 4-25-68 -NCH- ’ ■ , • ' . j
TO. DIRECTOR AND LOUISVILLE i . ^

FROM LOS ANGELES (44-1574) ’ -a . \ , *

MURKIN. CR. - . . ‘J

. CHICK GALLOWAY, CITY DESK, "LOS ANGELES TIMES”,. ADVISED. • -.J

CALL' RECEIVED FROM ANONYMOUS MALE APRIL TWENTY FOUR, .LAST,''

STATING JAMES EARL RAY PRESENTLY RESIDING. ONE THREE FOUR/ 'J

MANN STREET, APARTMENT H. GREENUP, KENTUCKY. ANONYMOUS MALE . :•

STATED APARTMENT RENTED IN NAME CLAUDE COFFEY. ANONYMOUS ■ • ’ .

MALE STATED INFO RM ATI bN' OBTAINED FROM RELIABLE SOURCE INA-

BACK ROOM, LAS VEGAS, NEVADA. ' GALLOWAY STATED UNKOWN ' j

'INDIVIDUAL APPEARED ARTICULATE AND. DID NOT APPEAR TO’ BE . '

' INEBRIATED. WHEN -ATTEMPT MADE TO OBTAIN NAME AND ADDRESS, , /

ANONYMOUS, CALLER LAUGHED. . ■ ' • ' ■ : ■ 1

LOUISVILLE HANDLE.,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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3:55 PM URGENT 4-85-68 NOH

TO ill REG TO R AND LO UI SV 1LL E
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CHICK GALLO.f.Y, CHY DESK, “LOS ANGELES TIMES", ADVISED

CALF DECEIVED FrO ANONYMOUS MALE AK IL TWENTY FOUR, LAST, 

TH ' JAME: EARL HAY PHESENTUi RESIDING ONE THREI FOUR

MANN STREET, APARTMENT H* GREENUP, KENTUCKY. ANONYMOUS MALE

ST AI Ei APARTMENT RENTED IM NAM- CLAUDE COFFEY- ANONYMOUS

MALE STATED INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM RELIABLE SOURCE IN A

•ACK nOOf-, LAS VEGAS, NEVADA. GALLO hY STATED UN KOEN

INDIVIDUAL APPEARED ARTICULATE'AND DID NOT APPEAR 10 BE

I NEC ..If. 1, P. .HEN IT! 'Bl MAD1 TO (D TAIN Ni . J- AN I ADDRESS,

ANONYMOUS CALLER LAUGHED.




