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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO @ SAC, LOUISVILLE (Ll-SL7) DATE:  14/26/68

FROM : SA DONALD L, SMITH

suBJecT: MURKIN
: OO0 «MEMPHIS

Re memo dated l/23/68.
at Elizabethtown, Ky.,
On l1/26/68, the following persons were contacted/by SA DONALD L.
SMITH and each advised there is no record in their respective files
regarding JAMES EARL RAY under his true name or known aliasess

Mrs, W. I. BARKER, Credit Bureau of Hardin County, which covers
surrounding counties.,

Mrs., DOROTHY KAPFHAMMER, Elizabethtown PD
Mrs, VIRGINIA NELSON, Hardin County SO,

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

DLS

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

S010-108

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SAC, LOUISVILLE (hﬁ-9h7)

L/26/68
SA. DONALD L. SMITH
MURKIN .
'OO'MEMPHIS
'Re memo dated h/23/68
‘ at Elizabethtown, Ky.,
on L4/26/68,

the following persons were contacted/by SA DONALD L.

SMITH and each advised there is no record in their respective files
',regarding JKMES EARL RAY under his true name or known alisses:

Mrs. W. I. BARKER, Credit Bureau of Hardin County, whlch covers
surrounding counties. '

. Mrs. DOROTHY’KAPFHAMMER E1izabethtown PD
" Mrs. VIRGINIA NELSON, Hardin County SO,
ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

(2)
DLS
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FROM

SUBJECT:

5010-108

CFTIONAL FOZM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR {4] CFR) 101~11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

: SAC, LOUISVILIE(44~9L47)

: SA T.F. Kellerman

JAMES EARL RAY~, aka-Fugitive
CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY;
INTERSTATE FLIGHT-ROBBERY

®

papg. APTil 26, 1968

On April 26, 1968 JAMES DAVIS, Radio Operator, KSP, Post #12, Frankfort, Ky.
stated that All-State wanted had already been put out by his department for this
fugitive and the notice was still ousstanding. For this reason it would not be

repeated at this time,

TFK/ ARMED AND DANGEROUS

VV—«7>/7—/73

SEARCH ED .

SER|AL|ZLD ....... «nx.-=\
‘ Jw v
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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GSA FPMR (41 CFR)} 101=11.48

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

TO : SAC Louisville 44-947 DATE: 4=26-68

FROM : S4 John K. Penrod

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR
00: Memphis

Re memo of SA Kincaid dated 4-23-68

Credit and criminal checks were conducted on 4-25-68 with negative
results under subject's true name and koown aliases in the following
countiess

Livingston
Me Cracken
Ballard
Carlisle
Hickman
Fulton
Graves
Calloway
Marshall

LS 489-C was contacted on 4-24-68 and rwas unable to Surnish any
pertinent information concerning subjects

NY-9¥- 197

| SEARCHED .

SERIALIZED \L %/\

iadd R

v Fuh—LJ:;VTb\

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI LOULSVLE-

FB1 LOUISVLE
7 54PM URGENT 4/26/68 LCC
TO ALL SACS RELAY MESSAGE PLAN

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 1P

MURKIN.

\

N -

THE MAIN FILE ON KING HAS BEFN REVIEWhD AT THE BUREAU

AND LEADS ARE BEING SFNT OUT CONCERNING PERSONS "INVOLVED IN

PRIOR THREATS AGAIVST KING. ' THESE LEADS AS WELL AS LEADS

.CONCEFNING PVY OTHER SUSPECTS/DEVLLOPED FHOM ANY _SOURCE

\

MUST BE GIVEN IMMEDIATE AND THOHOUGH HANDLING ON A TOP PRIOﬁITY

BASIS. PROCESS HAS, BEEN OBTALNED AGAINST JANFS EARL RAY AND

EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING TO LOCATE RAY AND TO

ESTABLISH MOTIVE OF CRIME. YOU HAVE -BEEN AND WILL BE

\
FURNISHED INFORMATION RELATING TO OTHER POSSIBLE CONSPIRATORS.

“THESE MUST ALL BE THOROUGHLY RESOLVED NO MATTER HOY REMOTE.

END

JBR

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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| FBI LOULSULE

1153 PM URGENT 4-26-68 JBR X " ; _ ’
TO DIREGTOR (44-38861), ATLANTA (44-2386), WEMPHIS (44-1987)s
BIRMINGHAN (44-1740), AND LOS ANGELES (44~ 1574)
FRON LOUISVILLE (44-947)

MURKIN |

| RE MEMPHIS TEL TO DIRECTOR, LOUISVILLE, MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM,
AND ATLANTA FOUR TYENTYSIX INSTANT.

,RE SEARS ROEBUCK BATTERY FOR NINETEEN SIXTYSIX MUSTANG.

JOHN GAYHART, GLOBE UNION INC., LOUISVILLE, KY., ADVISES
CODING INFORMATION CONTAINED ON INSTANT BATTERY INDICATES THIS
BATTERY ' SHIPPED FROY LOUISVILLE PLANT TO SEARS ROEBUCK RETAIL
OUTLETS IN SOUTHERN ILL%, ‘MOST OF INDIANA, SOUTHERN MICHIGAN, ALL
OF OHIO» ALL OF WEST UA., AND ALL OF KY. HE ESTIMATES APPROXIMATELY
TWENTY FIVE HUNDRED SUCH BATTERIES USED IN FIVE DIFFERENT TYPE
AUTOMOBILES SHIPPED TO ONE HUNDRED FIFTY SEARS RETAIL STORES.
GAYHART ADVISES NO SERIAL NUMBER OR OTHER INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFYING
NUMBER CONTAINED ON EACH BATTERY MANUFACTURED AND DI STRIBUTED AND
UIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE 0 TRACE THE BATTERY AS AN INDIVIDUAL UNIT.

HE STATES CAN SUPPLY INFORMATION FROM SUMMARY SALES SHEETS AS 10

.NUMBER OF SUCH BATTERIES SHIPPED DURING MARCH AND IDENTITY OF SEARS

RETAIL STORES RECEIVING SAME. ) 2

| END PAGE ONE : o
| RNCAY 6%(@ 5“\1' ,% '0eY prore

v . ) . >
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PAGE TUVO

GARRY KIETLEY. ASSISTANf MANAGER LOCAL‘SEARS AUTO DEPT. »
STATES ALL SUCH BATTERIES CONTAIN IN ADDITION TO COLE INFORMATION
PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED,. ALSO STOCK NUMBER IMPRITED IN PLASTIC ON RfGﬁT
.HQND CORNER OF BOTH ENDS OF BATTERY‘CONSISTING.USUALLY OF TWO DIGITS.
BATTERY ALSO CONTAINED WHfTE ROUND STICKERs ABOUT SIZE OF &4 NICKLE.
STICKER IS PLACED ON SIDE bF BATTERY CONTAINING A SMALL NUMBER » IN
THIS INSTANCE, BETWEEN THE "'C'" AND FIGURE EIGHT AT THE BOTTOM A
NUMBER INDICATING THE WEEK DURING MARCH IN WHICH THE BATTERY VWAS
MANUFACTURED . THIS WOULD PIN POINT EXACT WEEK IN'MARCH AND NARROW
PERIOD BETWEEN DATE OF MANUFACTURE AND.APRIL FOUR. KIETLEY ALSO
STATES THAT GENEREALLY WHEN A BATTERY IS PURCHASED, DATE OF SALE
NAME AND ADDRESS OF PURCHASER IS OBTAINED ON SALES TICKET AS WELL AS
MAKE OF CAR. .
ATLANTA REQUESTED FURTHER EXAMINE INSTANT BATTERY

\ .

DETERMINING IF WHITE STICKER IS PRESENT ON SAME INDICATING NUMBER

END PAKE TUM

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




PAGE THREE

SUCH AS TWO THREE FOUR ETC.., REFLECTING WEEK IN MARCH BATTERY
MANUFACTURED.

MEMPHI S REQUESTED TO ADVISE IF iNFQRMATION AS Tb NU&EER OoF
BATTERIES'SUPPLIED DURING PERTINENT PERIOD AND IDENTITY OF SEARS
RETAIL OUTLETS OBTAINING SAME IS. DESIRED FOR CONTACT ON
INDIVIDUAL BASIS DISPLAYING PHO%O OF RAY AS POSSIBLE PURCHASER.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS .

END
HEP

FBI BIRMGHAM

2025 RELEASE UNDERE.O. 14176
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1111 P4 URGENT 4-26-68 JBR ' - | '.f
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), ATLANTA (44-2386), MEMPHIS (44-1987)» | g
BIRMINGHAM (44-1740), AND LOS ANGELES (44~ 1574) | |
FROM -LOUI SVILLE C44-947)

MURKIN ' .

\

RE MEMPHIS TEL T0 DIRECTOR, LOUISVILLE, MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM, - ﬁ
: ;
AND ATLANTA FOUR TWENTYSIX INSTANT. ' ‘ SN

RE SEARS ROEBUCK BATTERY FOR NINETEEN SIXTYSIX MUSTANG.

JOHN GAYHART, GLOBE UNION INC., LOULSVILLE, KY.» ALVISES
CODING INFORMATION CONTAINED ON INSTANT BATTEKY INDICATES THIS -
BATTERY SHIPPED FROM LOUISVILLE PLANT TO SEARS ROEBUCK HETAIL
OUTLETS IN SOUTHERN ILL., MOST OF INDIANA, SOUTHERN MICHIGAN, ALL
OF OHIO, ALL OF WEST VA.» AND ALL OF KY.- HE ESTIMATES APPROXIMATELY
TYENTY FIVE HUNDRED SUCH BATTERIES USED IN FIVE DIFFERENT TYPK | ;;y
AUTOMOBILES SHIPPLD TO ONE HUNDRED FIFTY SEARS RETAIL STORES. !

GAYHART ADVISES NO SERIAL NUMBER OR OTHER INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFYING

v el
B Y e,

NUMBER CONTAINED ON EACH BATTERY MANUF!—‘;CTURED AND DI STRIBUTED AND
.'V'IRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO TRACE THE BATTERY AS'AN INDIVIDUAL UNIT.

' HE STATES CAN SUPPLY INFORMATION FROM SUMMARY SALES SHEETS AS T0.
NUMBER OF SUCH BATTERIES SHIPPED DURING MARCH AND IDENTITY OF SEARS

"RETAIL STORES RECEIVING SAME.

END PAGE ONE ' W
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PAGE TWO

‘ . .
GARRY KIETLEY, ASSISTANT MANAGER LOCAL SEARS AUTO DEPT..,

STATES ALL SUCH BATTERIES CONTAIN IN ADDITION TO CODE INFORMATION
PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED, ALSO STOCK NUMBER IMPRITED IN PLASTIC ON RIGHT
'

HAND CORNER OF BOTH ENDS OF BATTERY CONSISTING USUALLY OF TWyO DIGITS.

BATTERY AL SO CONTAINED WHITE ROUND STICKER> ABOUT SIZE OF A NICKLES.

SFICKFR 1S PLACED ON SIDE OF BATTERY CONTAINING A SMALL NUMBLR » IN,

THI S INSTANCE, BETWEEN THE *'C” AND FIGURE EIGHT AT ‘THE BOTTOM A

NUMBER INDICATING THE WEEK DURING MARCH IN WHICH THE BATTERY UAS

MANUFACTURED . THIS WOULD PIN POINT EXACT WEEK IN MARCH AND NARHOWV
 PERIOD BETYEEN DATE OF MANUFACTURE AND APRIL FOUR. KIETLEY ALS0

STATES THAT GENEREALLY WHEN A BATTERY IS PURCHASED, DATE OF SALE.

NAME AND ADDRESS OF PURCHASER 1S OBTAINED ON SALES TICKET AS WELL AS

MeKD OF CAR.

ATLA&TA REQUESTED FURTHER EXAMINI INSTANT BATTERY
DETERMINING IF WHITE STICKER IS PRESENT ON SaME INDICATING NUMBER

END PAGE .TUO
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P®E THrekE .
SUCH 0% 190 Thark #0UL F1Ces ARFLECTING wiks IR #%ARCH BATTERY
MANUFACTURE L .

WEGPHT S REQULSTED TO abVISE IF INFORMATION AS TO0 NU4Bks OF
EATTRiI RS SUPPLIKD DURING PERTINENT PERIOL AND IDENTITY OF SkénS
RETAIL QUTLLTS OBTAINING SAKE IS DESIRESD FOK CONTACT ON
INIJIVIDU.’-\.L PASLS DISPLAYING PHOTO OF ®AY AS POSSIbLE PURCHESkHe

LRMED AND DANGFrOUS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




" FBI LOUISVLE

FBI CLEVELAND
'1038AM URGENT '4/27/68 MWS

TO LOUISVILLE (44-947)

'FROM CLEVELAND (44-565)
rd

MURKIN.

. RE LOULSVILLE TEL TO CLEVELAND, APRIL TYENTYSIX LAST. ﬁ
ON APRIL TWENTYSEVEN INSTANT, MR. DUTCH fOLKSQDgTCH FOLK.
INC., THREE SEVEN

VEHICLES TRANSPORTATION,

1P

MEMPHI S.

. MARKET ST.» AKRON» OHIO» AGENTNEOR . -

MAIN OFFICE> NYC, ADVISED SIXTYEIGH] ~ E

/ 7 V4 *

S b o
FORD GALAXIE, VIN EI HT W FIVE' SIX F ONE THREE nggT THREE NINE Y, ' .

om%; WAS LEASED FROM VEHICLE TRANSPORTATIQN BY SANDOZ
PHARMACEUTI CAL'S,
TEN> HANOVER, NEW JERSEY .
PHARMACEUTICALS, REQUESTED VEHICLE BE DELIVERED DIRECT TO MR. | b

JAMES LITTY,™
KENTUCKYs THEI

DIVISION .OF SANDOZ, INC. OF NEW JERSEY, RT.

THREE SEVEN FIVE ZERO RAMONA DRIVE, PADUCHA,

Y

AT TIME LEASE WAS SIGNED, SANDOZ

. REPRESENTATIVE IN THAT AREA. CAR DELIVERED BY

FOLK AGENCY TO . PADUCHA ADDRESS END OF JAN. SIXTYEIGHT. ' ﬁ

L)r*,i =
. . e

LOUI SVILLE HANDLE.
AIRMAIL COPY FURNI SHED MEMPHIS."

END.
SMM

FBI LOUISVLE

X

2025 RELEASE UNIi)ER E O 14176
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PAGE TWO

’ . - ’

- 44-1987

CONTACTED, BUT PURPOSE OF CONTACT NOT DISCLOSED TO HIM.
JOHNSON ADVISED EDWARD GEORGE WILSON HAD BEEN BUSINESS
'PARTNER IN GALLERY INTERIORS, EXCELSIOR», MINNESOTAs BUT HAD

ﬁISSOLVED PARTNERSHIP THREE YEARS AGD AND RETURNED TO HOME

- . IN MEMPHIS, TENN. WILSON PRESENTLY EMPLOYED ON RIVERBOAT
w  OUT OF Mﬁméﬂ;s,_REsxmgs WITH STEPFATHER(NAME UN%NOWN); ONE
THREE SIX THREE WHITEWATER ROAD, MEMPHIS. e !
JOHNSON DESCRIBED WILSON AS WMA, AGE THIRTYFIVE, FIVE
FT. TEN AND A-HALF INCHES TALL; ONE HUNDRED SIXTYFIVE LBS., Co

3

BLOND HAIR.

MRS. JOHN ATWELL, ONE THREE SIX THREE WHITEWATER ROAD.,
1 /7 h .
MEMPHIS, ADVI'SED ON APRIL TWENTYTHREE LAST HER SON GEORGE
h E. WILSON OF THIS ADDRESS IS EMPLOYED AS A DECK HAND FOR

‘ AN UNRECALLED FIRM ON A BOAT ON THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. MRS.

" ATYELL STATED HER SON.LEFT APPROXIMATELY TWO WEEKS AGO

AND WILL BE GONE AT LEAST ANOTHER TWQ WEEKS. SHE SAID HE .

= -

1 . . .
‘X OBTAINS HIS EMPLOYMENT THROUGH THE NATIONAL MARITIME UNION

‘AT PADUCAH} KY.> AND THE NMU WILL KNOW HER SON'S CURRENT

!

b " END PAGE TWO . J
| A a -

|

|
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PAGE THREE . ’ '

N

WE 44-1987 | .
WHEREABOUTS. SHE DID NOT RECALL WHERE HER SON WAS DURING
LARLY PART OF APRIL.  MBMPHIS CITY DIRECTORLES INDICATE
WILSON EMPLOYED BY MISSISSIPPI VALLEY BARGE LINE. KECORDS.
THAT FIRM INDICATE LAST EPLOMPLEMPLOYMENT AS SEPTEMBER TWENTYNINE,
NINETREN SIXTYSEVEN. ‘

LOULSVILLE AT PADUCAH, WILL DETERMINE WILSON'S EMPLOY-
MENT AND HIS CURRENT WHEREABOUTS THROUGH CONTACT AT NMUs
AND DETERMINE HI'S WHEREABOUTS ON APRIL FOUR LAST OR SET OUT
LEAD TO INTERVIEW WILSON RE ABOVE.

A% D P. END.

" sMM

FBI LOUISVLE
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-0%)} ' ‘

|
|
{
I
FBI :
|
Date: 4/25/68 }
[
Transmit the following in !
(Type in plain text or code) 1|
Vie ___ AIRTEL [
(Priority or Method of Mailing) I
________________________________________________ L
TO: ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES
FROM : SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) =P- ’
RE: MURKIN

CR

Re ME airtel to 211 Continental Offices, 4/19/68,
requesting that all laundrieg determined to be using
Thermo-Seal laundry marking machines be contacted in effort
to locate laundry marking “20R-3", and LA teletype to
Bureau, 4/18/68,

All offices discontinue efforts to locate inasmuch

as laundry mark identified as coming frowm laundry in Culver
City, California, per Los Angeles teletype to Bureau, 4/18/68.

yq- 9"&// 7

~=fy

SEARCHED . RGNS
SERIALIZED A - 0 .l . o
AP 2 7 1968
FBI — LOUISVILLE
1 - Each Continental Office / ; o
2 - Memphis ’¥ IJ}?
GMR/vtp
yan)
Approved: /’?4 Sent M  Per

Spe'cial Agént in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) ‘ ‘

Transmit the following in

Via

FBI

Date: 4/24/68

. (Type in plain text or code)

AIRTEL : . AIR MAIL

(Priority or Method of Mailing)
_______________________________________ e b
TO: DIRECTOR (L44-38861)
AND ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES
FROM: 'SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) . (P)
MURKIN
"00: Memphis
Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of photograph
of subject JAMES EARL RAY, which was taken 1/4/66 at Missouri
State Penltentlary.
Two copies of above-mentloned photograph are enclosed
for each of the Continental Offlces.
This add;tlonal photograph is’Being furnished, inas-
much as resemblance is quite different from previous photographs
- furnished, and it may be helpful in aiding sources to identify
subject.
) Also, it is to be noted that WALTER TERRY RIFE has <€
been located and interviewed in this matter. .
- VAl ae? £ A

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS .

3-Bureau (Enc. 4) ' *

2-Each Continental Office (Enc. 2 each) Qw«§>>&§§§s
2-Kansas City
RBH:1ib
(62)
()

—

7

7/7-%

Approved: jé/) Sent ‘ M Per i \

Special Agent m Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) b ‘

FBI

Date: 4/24/68

Transmit the following in

. (Type in plain text or code)

Via __AIRTEL v AIR MAIL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

r.—-i——————.-———.——————.—

TO: DIRECTOR (u44-38861)

AND ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES
FROM: ‘SAC, KANSAS CITY (u4-760) = (P)
MURKIN

" 00: Memphis

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of photograph
of subject JAMES EARL RAY, which was taken 1/4/66 at Missouri
State Penltentlary.

. Two copies of above—meﬁtiened photograph are enclosed
for each of the Continental Offices.

This additional photograph is belng furnlshed, inas-
much as resemblance is quite different from previous photographs

furnished, and it may be helpful in aiding sources to identify
subject.

Also, it is to be noted that WALTER TERRY RIFE has
been located and interviewed in this matter.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS(

3-Bureau (Enc. U4) : -
2-Each Continental Office (Enc. 2 each) Toso

Lmize ti A2

(&2) SEARCHLD ...
(%) sraLizn Gy i
: : APRY 7 3(“‘? -
Fon—bew -

Approved: ‘ m Sent M Per

Special Agent m Charge !

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176





