
0-9 (fcfv?$#S-S4)

F B I

Date; 4/29/68
Transmit the following in

(Type it plaintext or code)

Via Airtel
(Priority)
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To: SAC’s, Louisville (44-947)
Memphis (44-1987)

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Re Louisville letter 4/23/68, submitting five lifts, 
film pack, and rearview mirror for latent print examination.

Six latent fingerprints of value developed on the 
rearview mirror. No latent impressions of value found on submitted 
lifts or in negatives from film pack.

Six latent fingerprints on rearview mirror not identical 
fingerprints of James Earl Ray, FBI #405942G; Robert Dale Porter, 
FBI #4590482; or Vernon Elmo Rife, FBI #4558766.

Rearview mirror being returned under separate cover 
to Louisville Division. Lifts and film pack destroyed.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/29/68

Airtel

To: SAC’S, Louisville (44-947)
Memphis (44-1987)

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Re Louisville letter 4/23/68, submitting five lifts, 
film pack, and rearview mirror for latent print examination.

Six latent fingerprints of value developed on the 
rearview mirror. No latent impressions of value found on submitted 
lifts or in negatives from film pack.

Six latent fingerprints on rearview mirror not identical 
fingerprints of James Earl Ray, FBI #405942G; Robert Dale Porter, 
FBI #4590482; or Vernon Elmo Rife, FBI #4558766.

Rearview mirror being returned under separate cover 
to Louisville Division. Lifts and film pack destroyed.

SEARCH 
SERI
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AIKia

4-80-5#

AIRMAIL .
r '

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38561)

FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
CR .
00: Memphis . .

Be Atlanta airtel to Director, 4-26-68, re suspect, 
JOHN W. aws,

For the inf am* tic# at the Atlant* Office, JOHN W. 
LEWIS Mentioned in referenced airtel is undoubtedly identical 
with JOHN WARRM LEWIS, subjectefLouisville file entitled 
"JOHN WARREN LEWIS, SSN 00: Louisville, and also
’’JOHN WARRM LEWlS,SM- C", 00: Louisville. LEWIS is presently 
under bond after arrest for violation of the Selective Service 
Act in connection with hi* activities in the group, American 
Friends Service Constttee, and Students for a Democratic Society, 
LEWIS is leader of the By. Conference on War and the Draft and 
* leader of a conference of this group at the University of Xy« 
on 3—10—68.

JOHN WARREN LMIS is definitely not identical with ths 
photo enclosed for the Louisville Office in referenced airtel, 
nor with subject RAY.

. For the information and guidance of the Atlanta Office,
enclosed is a photo of JOHN WARREN LEWIS taken upon his arrest 
by BuAgents in the Frankfort, Ky, area on P-27-67. JOHN WARREN 
LEWIS is described as 22 years of age, DOB at Franklin
County, Ky,, 6’3”, 225 lbs., heavy build, dark brown hair, brown 
eyes, residence 308 Noel Ave., Frankfort, Ky* This photo is

3 - Bureau
2 - Atlanta (44-2386) (Enc. 1)
2 - Memphis (44-1987)

■ Q - Louisville .
(i^tv11 ■ 25-11257>

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LS 44-947

being iurnlshed the Atlant* Office in the event they desire 
to further resolve the Identity of JOHN W, W1S which in­
dividual was present during the programing conference of 
the Peer People* March at Atlanta# on 3-14-68*

ARMED AMO BitfGEBOCS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL W«M NO. 10 ' 5010*104
MAY 1*42 IN1ION
OSA OEM. HEO. NO, 27 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum
TO : ALL AGENTS (68-278) date: April 30* 1968

FROM : SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947.)

SUBJECT; MURKIN

The Bureau requests that all law enforcement 
agencies throughout the country maintaining unidentified 
latent fingerprints in connection with matters under their 
jurisdictions should, immediately be contacted and request 
that -the latent fingerprints be compared with those of 
subject JAMES EARL RAY as*, set forth on IO # 4182. These 
Intents,of course, should be limited to those obtained 
since RAY escaped from the Missouri State Penitentiary on 
4/23/67. This is for the purpose of possibly establishing 
RAY’s past whereabouts and source of funds.

You should also consider RAY as suspect in any 
bank robberies or other armed robberies inasmuch as he 
has a background for that particular crime specialty.

You are therefore instructed to contact police 
departments in your territory maintaining unidentified 
latent fingerprints and where a local -identification officer 
can compare same? request that this be done with fingerprints 
on the IO. If this is not possible* request might be made 
that same be forwarded by you to the Identification Division 
for appropriate comparison.

In connection with previous request to be on the 
alert for the establishment of the whereabouts of WALTER TERRY 
RIFE, known associate of RAY in the past, this lead may be 
now disregarded inasmuch as the Kansas City Office has 
established the whereabouts of RIFE and accounted "for his- 
activities during the pertinent period. .

armed and dangerous.

LS 44-947
1« All Agents

LS 44-947
1 * LS 66—52
WKtpab
(65)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL fOIM NO. 10
MAY 1*4) COITION
OSA OCN, MO. NO. 27

5010-104

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : ALL AGENTS (68-273) DATE: 4/ 26/ 68

FROM ; SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

00: MEMPHIS
BUFILE 44-38861

Re memo to all Agents dated 4/23/68 (68-259), 
and other previous memoranda to all Agents.

The Bureau has instructed that contact should be 
maintained with all mass communications media throughout 
the State of Kentucky to insure that there is frequent 
reference to JAMES EARL RAY and his connection with this 
case. Since you have previously been advised that JAMES 
EARL RAY is identical with ERIC STARVO GALT and you have 
been furnished 1,0.*s and Wanted Flyers on RAY, you are 
to be certain that all appropriate stops hay© been renewed 
on JAMES EARL RAY and under all of his known aliases as 
set forth on the I.O.’s and Wanted Flyers. This is to insure 
that the Bureau will be immediately notified if the subject 
is arrested or comes to the attention of authorities with 
whom stops have been placed. Appropriate stop cards should 
be forwarded to Headquarters Office reflecting any such 
stops placed by you.

The Bureau also instructs that appropriate 
investigation should be contacted at all ’’hippie” rooming 
houses and general establishments to obtain any information 
whatsoever concerning RAY and his frequenting such establishments.

With further reference to WALTER TERRY RIFE, 
FBI No. 4558766, referred to in referenced memo, there have 
been prepared additional mug shots of RIFE. One copy is being 
furnished each Senior Resident Agent for guidance and assistance

1 - Each Agent (Enclosure 1 to each SRA) 
1 - 66-52

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LS 44-947

in connection with inquiries regarding RIFE’s possible 
connection with RAY. It is noted that to date the whereabouts 
of RIFE during the pertinent period of instant case has 
not been resolved and consideration should be given by you 
of possible implication of RIFE and his possibly traveling at 
the present time with RAY.

Intensive investigation has been going forward 
in the Atlanta territory to establish the mode of transportation 
utilized by RAY after 4/5/68 on which date the 1966 Mustang 
was recovered. This investigation has consisted of checks 
with transportation companies, car rental agencies, etc. 
In this connection, you are requested to check car recoveries 
within your territory, reviewing your own 26 cases, of cars 
stolen from the State of Georgia, subsequent to 4/4/68 and 
consider same to have been possible mode of transportation 
for subject RAY. The same consideration should be given to 
any cars recovered in the near future that have been stolen 
from the State of Georgia after 4/4/68. In those instances 
where cars were stolen from Georgia and where the transpater 
of same cannot otherwise be accounted for, you should conduct 
appropriate investigation to determine if RAY was the person 
who may have stolen and transported same.

LEADS

LOUISVILLE

AT FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY:

Will contact and arrange for future contact 
with Division of Motor Vehicles, KSP, to determine all cars 
stolen from the State of Georgia and recovered throughout 
Kentucky to determine if subject RAY may have been involved 
in same. This check should be maintained on a daily basis 
until the mode of transportation of RAY from Atlanta after 
4/4/68 is resolved.

Also, will insure that appropriate APB and stops 
are maintained with KSP in connection with JAMES EARL RAY 
and all known aliases.

AT LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY:

- 2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LS 44-947

Will conduct similar investigation at Auto Theft 
Bureaus of Louisville Police Department and Jefferson Coun 
Police Department in order to be apprised of cars stolen in 
the State of Georgia and recovered in Jefferson County 
subsequent to 4/4/68.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FXM8 (Rev. $.22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/29/68

Transmit the following in'
(Type in plaintext or-code)

Via Airtel Air Mail
(Priority) 4 

i f

To SAC, Louisville

From SAC, Indianapolis (44-563) (P)

MURKIN
CR
00: Memphis

MISSY FOX, 4402 44th Street, Ashland, Kentucky, wrote a letter
to the. Chief, of: Police Lafayette, Indiana, advising as follows:

On 4/20/68 she traveled 
Illinois to Cincinnati, 
believe that RAY was on

by New York Central traifi from Chicago 
Ohio. She has a very strong reason to 
the train. The man was suspicious

looking and said nothing to his companion. The man believed to 
be RAY and the other man traveling with him got off the train, 
in Lafayette, Indiana. They were met by a woman driving a.
Light or creamy brown Rambler station wagon, about a 1963 or 
1964 model.

Chief of Police has advised that the PH has not been able to 
identify the car or obtain any other leads as to the identity of 
the person getting off the train. A display of RAY’S photograph 
at the NYC Station met with negative results.

Louisville interview MISSY FOX, Ashland, Ky., and display 
photos to her to determine how positive she is of subject’s 
identification. If a positive identification is made, obtain 
further details she may have that may assist in locating subject 
and. set out appropriate, leads to identify ahd interview the 
conductor of the train.

JRS/sjr

Sent.- M Per
^Special Agent in Charge

2-Louisville
2-Memph.is (44-1987) 
2-Indianapolis

B^rn

Approved:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/29/68

Airtel Air Kail

To SAC, Louisville

Prom SAC, Indianapolis (44-563) (P)

MURKIN 
CR 
00: Memphis

MISSY FOX, 4402 44th Street# Ashland, Kentucky, vrote a letter 
to the Chief of Police, Lafayette, Indiana, advising as follows:

On 4/20/68 she traveled by New York Central train from Chicago, 
Illinois to Cincinnati, Ohio. She has a very strong reason to 
believe that RAY was on the train. The man was suspicious 
looking and said nothing to his companion. The man believed to 
be RAY and the other man traveling with him got off the train 
in Lafayette, Indiana. They were met by a woman driving a 
light or creamy brown Rambler station wagon, about a 1963 or 
1964 model.

Chief of Police has advised that the RD has not been able to 
identify the car or obtain any other leads as to the Identity of 
the person getting off the train. A display of RAY’s photograph 
at the NYC Station met with negative results.

Louisville interview MISSY FOX, Ashland, Ky., and display 
photos to her to determine how positive she is of subject*s 
identification. If a positive identification is made, obtain 
further details she may have that may assist in locating subject 
and set out appropriate leads to identify ahd interview the 
conductor of the train.

2-Louisville 
2-Memphis (44-1987) 
2-Indianapolis

JRS/sjr 
(6)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



5-1-68

AIRTEL AIR MAH*

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN ,
CR 
00: Memphis

Re Lo« Angeles tel to Director, 4-29-68.

RR TELEPHGtTE BOOTHS, ST. FRANCIS HOTEL, LOS ANGELES

Referenced teletypo set forth long-distance telephone 
calls Made from telephone booths at the St, Francis Hotel, Los 
Angeles, California. One call placed on 1-12-68 at 9:12 p.m. 
was made to telephone number 333-2728 at Sturgis, Ky.

On 4-30-68, Mrs. WAD. COOK, 802 Washington St., 
Sturgis, Ky., advised SA THEODORE L. RISLEY that her telephone 
number in Sturgis is 333-2728. Mrs. COOK is a very elderly 
woman being approximately 80 years of age and resides alone.

Mrs. COOK advised that she does not recall having re­
ceived any telephone call from anyone which emanated from the 
St. Francis Hotel, Dos Angeles, California, on 1-12-68. She 
advised that she has a son, ALOHZO F. COOK, JR., who is a white * 
sale, age 44, who resides Somewhere An the Los Angelos, Calif, 
area. She stated the last time she talked to her soh was at 
Thanksgiving, 1967, at which time the telephone call was from 
Covina, California. She stated that she recalls that some time

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



IS 44-947

In the peat tear er five tenths she received a collect; call, 
long-distance, from sone unidentified person fro* somewhere 
in California. Mrs. COOK stated she did not accept this call 
inasmuch as she did not recognize the voice of the caller 
and did not recognise the naan furnished by the operator. 
She stated that sho did inw that the voice of the caller van 
not that of her son, and she therefore refused to accept the 
call. Mrs, COOK stated that her son formerly resided in 
Granada MUX ^^iJHWtlieaM ago. Me la divorced iron 
his former wife BHTT> and BETTY is now remarried, sane and 
place of residence unknown.

Mrs. COOK and her son, JAMES P. COOK, 1413 SE Biver­
side Dr., Evansville, Indo sho also happened to ho present, 
both advised that they do not know where ALONZO M« COOK, JR. 
is residing nor where he is employed. They both stated that 
they have no way of contacting his and the only contact they 
have is when he occasionally calls Mrs. COOK.

Mrs. COOK advised that she does not know JAMES EARL 
RAY nor anyone by the mum of ERIC STARVO GALT and knows of 
no way that anyone could have her telephone number in Calif, 
other than her son. She stated that it was possible that the 
person placing the call which she did not accept may have 
been placing the call for her son. She noted that her son 
when she last talked to him stated ho had no permanent residence 
and was traveling and lived at various hotels.

LEADS:

LOS AMGELES

AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Will check registration records of the St• Francis 
Motel to determine if AWKO f. COOK, JR., aka A. F. Cook, 
was registered at the St. Francia Kotei on 1-12-48.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



XS 44-947

MEMPHIS

Mill advise Los Angela* whether farther investigation 
la desired la an attempt to locate ALONZO T. COOK* JB. for 
interview to deterMine whether or not he attempted to call 
his mother on Kll-tt from the St* Francis Motely Los Angola** 
California,

ARMED and DANG SRC’ ’

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



5/1/68

AIRTEL AIR MAIL

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN - COST DATA

Be Memphis airtel to Albany dated 4/19/68*

The following are cost figures for the Louisville 
Office during the month of April, 1968:

1. Number of Man Sours Spent on

B. Clerical Employees 57

2 - Memphis
1 * Louisville 
CAK/plh
(3)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



XS 44-947

2. Total Mileage Traveled by 
Bureau Cara 5»176

3, There were no unusual or out-of- 
the-ordinary costs incurred by 
the Louisville Office.

4, Peak Mbaber of Special Agents 
Working on Case 28

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



5-1-68

AIRTEL AIR MAIL

TO: SAC* MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN - COST DATA 
CR 
00: Memphis

Re Louisville airtel dated 5-1-68*

The following additional cost data for SA 0. JAMES 
HOLBROOK who had been assigned to the MURKIN case on special 
assignment during the month of April is being submitted. SA 
HOLBROOK informs me that these figures had not previously 
been furnished the Memphis Office:

NUMBER OF MAN HOURS SPENT ON CASE:

Regular 
Overtime 
Travel time

Total

TOTAL MILEAGE IN BUCAR:

PER DIEM AND TRANSPORTATION 
COSTS BETWEEN MEMPHIS AND 
LOUISVILLE AND RETURN:

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2 - Memphis
33- Louisville

81 hours
57 2/3 hours
17 1/2 hours

156 hours, 10 minutes

360 miles

$266.60

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 
MAY IMS EDITION 
OSA FPMR <41 CFR) 101*113

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

FROM

SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947)

SA ROBERT MILTON WENNER

date: 5/1/68

subject: MURKIN
(Re laundry checks) 
CR
00: ME

On 4/10/68, the following laundries and ciearners
were contacted to determine if a Thermo-Seal marking 
machine manufactured by Textile Marking Machine Company, 
Syracuse, New York, was used in marking laundry. No posi­
tive information was developed through any of the contacts 
made.

LAUREL COUNTY, KENTUCKY

LUCILLE BARRETT, Barrett Quality Cleaners, 
519 W. 3rd Street, London, Kentucky;

EDNA SWEET, Greer J. Ralph Cleaners, 
N. Main Street, London, Kentucky;

WAYNE COUNTY, KENTUCKY

Louis D. Tate, Tate Laundry and Dry Cleaning, 
Locust Street, Monticello, Kentucky 
(handles both Wayne and Clinton Counties);

WHITLEY COUNTY, KENTUCKY

Mrs. TOMMIE HOUSE, Corbin One Hour Cleaners, 
315 S. Main Street, Corbin, Kentucky;

Mrs. TOM EATON, Rogers Cleaners and Laundry, 
108 W. First Street, Corbin, Kentucky;

WALDO KAMMAN, Weed Laundry, 300 Laurel Avenue, 
Corbin, Kentucky;

Mrs. DEWI L.' WILSON, Wilson Cleaners, 
311 N. Laurel Avenue, Corbin, Kentucky;^ z.

Mrs. ROY WALKER, Early Cleaners, 
Cumberland Avenue, Williamsburg, KeiinicKyj^;

RMW/bb
(2) /Z

Buy U.S. Savings Bands Regularly on the Payroll Savings Pla.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



- M*

LS 44-947

JAMES M. COX, H & W Cleaners, 
Main Street, Williamsburg, Kentucky;

Mrs. MARY MARPLE, Williamsburg Dry Cleaners, 
Main Street, Williamsburg, Kentucky.

- 2 -
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SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) 5/1/68

SA ROBERT MILTON WENNER

MURKIN
(Re laundry checks) 
CR
00: ME

On 4/10/68, the folloving laundries and ciearners
were contacted to detemine if a Thermo-Seal narking 
machine manufactured by Textile Marking Machine Company, 
Syracuse, Nev York, vas used in narking laundry* No posi­
tive information vas developed through any of the contacts 
made.

LAUREL COUNTY, KENTUCKY

LUCILLE BARRETT, Barrett Quality Cleaners, 
519 W. 3rd Street, London, Kentucky;

EDNA SWEET, Greer J. Ralph Cleaners, 
N. Main Street, London, Kentucky;

WAYNE COUNTY, KENTUCKY

Louis _D. Tate, Tate Laundry and Dry Cleaning, 
Locust Street, Monticello, Kentucky 
(handles both Wayne and Clinton Counties);

WHITLEY COUNTY, KENTUCKY

Mrs. TOMMIE HOUSE, Corbin One Hour Cleaners, 
315 S. Main Street, Corbin, Kentucky;

Mrs. TOM EATON, Rogers Cleaners and Laundry, 
108 W. First Street, Corbin, Kentucky;

WALDO KAMMAN, Weed Laundry, 300 Laurel Avenue, 
Corbin, Kentucky;

Mrs. DEWI L. WILSON, Wilson Cleaners, 
311 N. Laurel Avenue, Corbin, Kentucky jV'

Mrs. ROY WALKER, Early Cleaners,
Cumberland Avenue, Williamsburg, KeD®Wr—" ^f I

FBI - LOUISVILLE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LS 44-947

JAMES M. COX, H & W Cleaners, 
Main Street, Williamsburg, Kentucky;

Mrs. MARY MARPLE, Williamsburg Dry Cleaners, 
Main Street, Williamsburg, Kentucky.

ARMED and DAMGEROU'

2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
W MA* iNWTION

OSA FFMR <41 CFR> 101-110

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (P)

FROM : SA ROBERT E. MILLER

subject: MURKIN

date: 5/2/68

Agency Checks

On 4/9/68 and 4/10/68, the following individuals 
advised that they checked their respective records, with 
negative results, for any information re HARVEY LOWMEYER 
(or LOWMYER) or ERIC ST^VO GALT:

ROBERT L. STAMPER, Dispatcher, KSP, Morehead, Kentucky

LOWELL BARKER, Dispatcher, KSP, Ashland, Kentucky

Sheriff CHARLES J. LE MASTER, Lawrence County, 
Louisa, Kentucky

Judge MAC PREESE, City Judge, Louisa, Kentucky

Chief of Police DEMPSEY BRADLEY, Louisa, Kentucky

Mrs. GLORIA CASSELL, Deputy County Clerk, Lawrence 
County, Louisa, Kentucky (re voter and vehicle registration).

Deputy Sheriff BUELL LYONS, Elliott County, Sandy 
Hook, Kentucky

Mr. WILBUR CLEVENGER, County Court Clerk, Elliott 
County, Sandy Hook, Kentucky (re voter and vehicle registration)

Sheriff GENE ALLEN, Morgan County, West Liberty, Kentucky

Chief of Police GILLESPIE, West Liberty, Kentucky

Mrs. ALICE HILL, Deputy County Clerk, Morgan County, 
%st Liberty, Kentucky (re voter and vehicle registration) .

Mrs. EVELYN CATRON
Office, Morehead, Kentudky

Clerk, Rowan County Sheriff’s

Chief of Police CALLIS COYLE 
Khtucky

LS 44-947
REM/ac (1)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll

SEARCHED 
serialize

Morehead PD, Morehead,

I LED

MAY 2 1963.
/ FBI —LOUISVILLE y
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LS 44-947

Mrs. GENE W. BAILEY, !Rowan County Clerk’s Oflice, 
Morehead, Kentucky (re voter and vehicle registration)

Mrs. EDITY CLINE, Morehead Credit Bureau, 
Morehead, Kentucky

Mrs. FERN PROCTOR, Carter County Sheriff’s Office, 
Grayson, Kentucky '

Mrs. JUNE PORTER, Carter County Clerk’s Office, 
Grayson, Kentucky (re voter and vehicle registration)

Mr. D. C. BALDWIN, Carter County Credit Bureau, 
Grayson, Kentucky

In addition to above, telephone directories for 
Lawrence, Elliott, Morgan, Carter and Rowan Counties were 
checked for abovemmes with negative results.

Laundry checks

On 4/10/68, it was determined that there would 
be no laundries in Lawrence, Elliott, Morgan and Carter 
Counties which would handle ’’finished laundry” and which 
would attach any type tag with thermo seal marking machine 
written thereon. It was determined that any laundriefi in 
these counties would send their ’’.finished laundry” to a 
larger laundry in Ashland, Kentucky.

On 4/10/68, Mrs. DOROTHY HOLBROOK, Imperial Laundry, 
Morehead, Kentucky, advised that her laundry attaches no 
markings as described above, to any of their garments as 
they have no cloth tags which would be manufactured by 
^Textile Marking Machine Company, Syracuse, New York. Mrs. HOLBROOK 
noted that they stamp their laundry with an ink stamp rather 
than tag the laundry with any type code lettering. .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OniOHH FOM NO. 10
MAY I M2 EOOM 
OSA fFM« <41CFU 101-11.*

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM :

subject:

SAC-LOUISVILLE( hU-9h7)

SA HUGH M. BYRD (P)

MJRKIN
00: MS1BIS
BUFILE M861

date: 5/2/68

For record purpose this is toadvise the .following records were 

checked or individuals Interviewed -in an effort to obtain information 
concerning the names of JAMBS EARL RAY, S. C. HERRON, JAMES IC BRIDE, 
JAMES O’CONNER, JAMES WALTON, JAMES WALYON, JOHN WILLARD, and all 
met with negative results:*

On h/2^/68:
Odell Watson, County Judge; JOE REESE, Chief of Police, JOHN TOLSON 

City Judge, all of Irvine, Ky; R. C. GRAVES, City.Clerk, Ravenna, Ky. 
GERALD HOBBS, Sheriff, LINVILLE PRICE, FD, both of Beattyville, Ky. 
DANNY BOWLING, Sheriff, ^ooneville, Ky.

On h/26/68:

CECIL BLACK, Chief of Police; SMITH-LEDFORD, S.O; County Judge 
Records; all of Lancaster, Ky.
JAMES HARRIS, Sheriff; BUFORD BURCHETT , PD, FLORENCE ELLIOTT,
Lincoln County Natl. Bank; County Judge Records; all of Stanford, Ky.
DENNISCROMER, FD, Crab Orchard, Ky.
CLIFFORD PITTMAN, PD; FRANK DE-BORDE, S. 0.; Mt. Vernon, Ky.’
DICK ARTLEY, PD, Livingston, Ky.
Berea City Judge Records; Berea, Ky.
ROB TINCHER, Deputy Sheriff, McKee, Ky.
Records of Madison County Judge; Richmond PD; TOMMY M. SMITH, City
Judge; Mrs. WILLIAM GRIGGS, Madison County Credit Co; All of Richmond, Ky. 
LSh22-C; Ls ha-C; LS 253-0

5010-10*
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FBI

Date: 5/1/68

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL

(Type in plain text ar code)

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44*38861)

FROM: SAC, CLEVELAND- (44-565) (P)

RE: ' JAMBS EARL RAY, .AKA -
FUGITIVE 

' MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS: UFAC-ROBBERY
(CO: MEMPHIS)

Re.,Cincinnati teletype to.Director.and auxiliary offices, 
4/20/68; Cleveland... teletype .to. .Direct or land .auxiliary offices, 
4/21/68, and.Louisville airtel to Director and auxiliary offices, 
4/25/68!

The following investigation was conducted at Monclova, 
Ohio:

Mrs 1 .MARIE. PAYNE, .aka Millie Marie .Huff, 9855 
Maumee-West emJRoad,.-Monclova,-Ohio,.advised_on.4/22/o8, ..that 
she was* formarly.iaarried „to-MANCEL...VERNOR .PAINE,. .who now..resides 
in Springfield,-.Ohio  < ..Bha-AndJBAYNEJlivedLtogether An Toledo,. 
Ohio, for two. yearsprlor. to their, marriage, in -Toledo, during. „ . . 
1961, Sh2hadone.child..wlth jwmeone„else..priorto\t  ̂
marriage and.had_three.children..with.JAYHE,. All. of .the,children 
are .being caredfor-by-Hslfare. authorities^in.Springfield, Ohio ♦ 
She thinks ..sh$ Is. legally..divorced.fromPAYNE but has never Seen 
any legal papers An. connection with the divorce. 

1

Bureau 
Birmingham „ . ...........
Cincinnati...
Kansas City- (88-9449)
Louisville (44-947.)
Memphis (.44-1987) 
Cleveland

MPM/jky 
(15)’

Approved:
al Agent In Charge

Sent

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CV 44-565

While she was living with PAYNE on Airport Hiway, 
Toledo, during 1958-59, one JAMES EARL HARRIS, white, male, 
about 29 or 30 .years...of .age atthepresent^tine, visited Toledo, 
Ohio, from somewhere in...Kentucky* PAYHE.and .she became friendly 
with HARRIS, and' he visited iheirhome on.a few.occasions* HARRIS 
had come to Toledo to visit.Ms aunt, MABEL HARRIS, 214 10th 
Street, 4th,Floor.

Subject Is unknown .to .her by name, .photo, or descriptive 
data and is not related to lief * by, ..blood or marriage. HARRIS does 
not resemble;subject^in^any .manner, however, she feels PAYHE is 
confused because HARRIS..and subject have the same first and 
middle names«

s5L®^s 0 added - that. she . is generally „ known, as MARIE, 
however, PAYNE; refers, to ..her. as MILLIE, althoughthis Is not a 
given name or a nickname^ Shecan .be.reached at.sher mother’s 
address, above, phone.nui^er...8&5~^ ___

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F B I

Date: 5/1/68

Transmit the following in .------ --- '.... -....................... -............... . —I
(Type in plain text ar code) ’

v<n AIRTEL_____________________________________________________________*
' ' (Priority Or Method of Mailing) ।

W W W W W W W M W w

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44*38861)

FROM: SAC, CLEVELAND. (44-565) (P)

RE: JAMES EARL .RAY, ..AKA -
FUGITIVE 

! Kira
CIVIL RIGHTS: UFAC-ROBBEBY 
(Op: MEMPHIS)

Re Cincinnati teletype -to.Director.and auxiliary offices, 
4/20/68; Cleveland... teletype to Direct or ".and auxiliary offices, 
4/21/68, and,Louisville airtel to Director and auxiliary offices, 
4/25/681 ( . . _ . . :

The following investigation was conducted at Monclova, 
Ohio:

Mrs; JIARIEJPAYHE, akaJttllie. Mhrie .Huff, 9855.
Maumee-WestemJRoad,.^Monclova, .Ohio,,advised_on.4/22/68, that 
she was formerly..j^rriedto;MANCEL.VERNON.PAYl?E,.w^ how .resides 
in Springfield^.Ohio<. : She^And .DAYHE^!^ in Toledo,.
Ohio, for two.years:.,prior. to,their.,Earxiage  ̂ during ...
1961* She had onexhild..,with.someone„else..prior, to.this .. . ,
marriage and..had-three.children.,  with-PAYEE... All, of.jthe .children. . 
are-being cared .for...by.^Welfare a^ JLn. Springf ield, .Ohio;
She.thinks ahe,.is..legally..divorced, from,,,PAYEE but..has never deen 
any legal papers dLn_ connection with the divorce.

.« , -,.•, ’.•«(!> .1 „i ' r^l

Bureau 
Birmingham . . 
Cincinnati.
Kansas City, (88*9449)
Louisville (44-941)
Memphis (44-1987)
Cleveland

Wjky 
(15)*

Approved:
al Agent in Charge

Sent

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CV 44-565

While she was living with PAYNE on Airport Hiway, 
Toledo, during 1958-59? one JAKES .EARL HARRIS, white, male, 
about 29 or 30 year® .of ..age .at the present^tina,! visited Toledo, 
Ohio, from somewhere din .Kentuckyi PAYNEand she .became friendly 
with HARRIS and'he visited .their .hone on .a few. occasions * HARRIS 
had come to Toledo tovisithis aunt, MABEL HARRIS, 214 10th 
Street^ 4th Floor.

Subject is unknown .to her by name,..photo, or descriptive 
data and is not related to hereby .blood .or marriage. HARRIS,does 
not resenble subject.in.any manner,[ however, she feels PAYHE is 
confused because HARRIS .and subject have the same first and 
middle names.

s^Lal8° added .that, she is generally ..known as MARIE, 
however) PAYHE! .refers to Her., as. MILLIE, although^this is not a 
given name or a nickname^ She .can be reached at. her mother’s 
address, above, phone .nuuher...86.5-52.76....—.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F B I

Date: 5/2/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via _2™1___
(Priority)

5/2/68.

SAC, LOUISVILLE

SAC, CINCINNATI (157-1893) (P)

MURKIN

Re Cincinnati telephone call to Covington RA,

Mrs. DONALD BRADLEY, Youth Haven Housemother, 
835 Washington Avenue, Newport, Kentucky, furnished the 
following information on 5/2/68 to the Cincinnati Office:

She has seen an individual who appears to be 
identical to the photograph she saw in the newspaper of 
JAMES EARL RAY. She saw this individual on Tuesday, 
4/23/68, at 12:30 p.m.,and again on Monday, 4/29/68, 
at 7:30 p.m. Both times she saw this individual, he 
was standing on the corner of 9th and Washington Streets, 
Newport, Kentucky. This individual carried a brown paper 
sack and was picked up by a woman with auburn hair driving 
a 1963 black Ford, license number unknown. Mrs. BRADLEY 
advised she does not know if the individual is on the 
corner every evening as she is usually busy and has not 
been checking the corner.

The above information was furnished to 
SA THOMAS UTASKI, Covington RA, on 5/2/68.

Cincinnati indices contain no information 
identifiable with Mrs. DONALD BRADLEY.

^2/- Louisville (RM) 
- Cincinnati

MLC:mjw
(3)

Approved: __ - - .............
Special Agent in Charge

Sent

IJKAKCf-CO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



5/2/68

AIRTEL

TO : SAC, LOUISVILLE

FROM : SAC, CINCINNATI (157-1893) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Cincinnati telephone call to Covington RA, 
5/2/68.

Mrs. DONALD BRADLEY, Youth Haven Housemother, 
835 Washington Avenue, Newport, Kentucky, furnished the 
following information on 5/2/68 to the Cincinnati Office:

She has seen an individual who appears to be 
identical to the photograph she saw in the newspaper of 
JAMES EARL RAY. She saw this Individual on Tuesday, 
4/23/68, at 12:30 p.m., and again on Monday, 4/29/68, 
at 7:30 p.m. Both times she saw this individual, he 
was standing on the corner of 9th and Washington Streets, 
Newport, Kentucky. This individual carried a brown paper 
sack and was picked up by a woman with auburn hair driving 
a 1963 black Ford, license number unknown, Mrs, BRADLEY 
advised she does not know 11 the individual is on the 
corner every evening as she is usually busy and has not 
been checking the corner, 

*
The above Information was furnished to 

SA THOMAS UTASKI, Covington RA, on 5/2/68.

Cincinnati Indices contain no information 
identifiable with Mrs. DONALD BRADLEY.

Zip- Louisville (RM) 

- Cincinnati

MLCtmJw
(3)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Routing $Jip 
W (Rev.' J.31.5?) (Copies to Offices Checked)

TOs SAC,

•Q Albany 
( J Albuquerque 
Q Anchoraqe '

Atlanta
Baltimore

Q Birmingham 
( J Boston 
Q Buffalo 
O Boh® 
[") Charlotte 
Q Chlcaqo 
Q Cincinnati

Cleveland 
Columbia 
Dallas 
Denver 
Detroit 
£1 Paso 
Honolulu

RE:

Houston 
Indianapolis 
Jackson 
Jacksonville 
Kansas City 
Knoxville 
Las Veqas 
Little Rock 
Lo>^nqeles

•wulsvllle
Memphis 
Miami 
Milwaukee 
Minneapolis 
Mobile 
Newark 
New Haven 
New Orleans

New York City 
Norfolk 
Oklahoma City 
Omaha 
Phitadelph.la 
Phoenix 
Pittsburgh 
Portland 
Richmond 
St. Louis 
Salt Lake City 
San Antonio 
San Diego 
San Francisco 
San Juan 
Savannah 
Seattle 
Spring field

Date ,-JlajiX

§ Tampa 
Washington Field 
Quantico

TO LEGAT
Bern
Bonn
Buenos Aires
Hong Kong 
London
Manila
Mexico, D.F.
Ottawa
Paris
Rome
Santo Domingo , 
Tokyo

1368.

MURKIN

__  Retention For appropriate
o For Information IJ j optional [ action Q Surep, by ___- - ■ -

I**) The enclosed Is for'your Informatics , If used In a future report,. Q conceal 
ail sources, (23 Paraphrase contents.

(23 Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA ■. ........... —_____ ,..,-,, -
dated

Remarks:

Enclosed are copies of another
photograph taken of James Earl Ray 
Eric S. Galt in Fall of 1967. <

MARCHED -£JF° ■

MAY 4 1968 
lt>i/U)Uii»iU£

Enc.
Buttle (44-38861) 

Millie

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



’FBI LOUISVLE

FBI DALLAS

315PM URGENT 5-3-68 LM8

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND LOUISVILLE

FROM DALLAS (44-2649.) IP

MURKIN.

RE TELEPHONE CALLS BY SUBJECT RAY EN ROUTE FROM LOS .ANGELES

TO NEW ORLEANS.

RE DALLAS TELS APRIL THIRTY AND MAY ONE ALAST.

FOR INFO LOUISVILLE, ON ABOVE TRIP SUBJECT RAY ALLEGEDLY

• MADE SEVERAL TELEPHONE CALLS FROM PUBLIC COIN TELEPHONES WHIEL

IN TEXAS. A C^ECK bF TOLL CALLS MADE FROM COIN PHONES ALONG ROUTE FOR 

DEC. FIFTEEN/ SIXTEEN AND SEVENTEEN, SIXTYEIGHT ARE BEING MADE AND THE 

FOLLOWING HAVE BEEN DETERMINED TO. DATE. LOUISVILLE SHOULD ESTABLISH

. I DENITITY OF THE SUBSCRIBER TO THE TELEPHONE NO. LISTED AND ATTEMPT

TO IDENTITY BY INTERVIEW WHOM INSTANT CALL WAS RECEIVED FROM. IF RAY

MADE CALL, OBTAIN ALL AVAILABLE INFO CONCERNING HIM.

CALL MADE FROM COI *ELTELKPHONE LOCATED AT ALPINE, TEXAS:

DEC. SEVENTEEN LAST, TWO ZERO FOUR PM,

FIVE THREE, LOUISVILLE, KY.

MEMPHIS ADVISED AM. ,1 '

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P

END

??? BAW

FBI LOUISVLE

P

SIX THREE SIX - ONE ZERO

^^ ^zz-^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Pi-1 LOOP

I MLLES

3151 •’ I. G’M 5-M6« LF •

10 MEEGTO (AZ-38861) ANH LOUISVILLE

OK DALLAS 649) IP

i j Kir

KE TELE PHON; CALLS BY SL J; CT RAY h# ROUTE FLOW LG5 ANGELES

to NEL Old.LANS

RE I ALLAS TELL AV IL THIRTY AM KM ON) ELI ST

FOK INFO LOUISVILLE, ON ALOV! TRIP 1 U JI Li KAY ALLEGEDLY

"SALE SEVERAL YM.EROEr CALLS'FROM M.HC COIN TELEPHONES CHI EL

IN P F E. ; CHECK OF TOLL CELLS FAIT FROM GOIN PHONES ALONG HOUR Rh.

PEC. FIFTEEN, SIXTEEN AM MWMTE! S’I./IM I GH1 • PUNG KALE LN1 THE

^OLLIMING U V’ :.N Mil. 'IEEE TO I T). LOUISVILLE SHOULD M MM.l E!

ILiNimY OF TEE MU MEI. H. TO TH? TELEPHON? x'O. LISTED AN! 'TIMM

TO IbrETITY GY lETEHVI .. -HOE INSTANT CALL EOS E.ECUVM HiO IE KAY

Oil- { ■ LL, OMM' :.LL AVAIL. Li INFO GO MH ; M NN Hl-

CALL 'ALE FROM UOITELTELEPHONE LOCATE! AT ALPINI, TEXAS:

MC. SEVENTEEN LAST, 1 10 MhO FOUR PM, SIX THREE SIX - ONI ZE-0

FIVr THRU, LOUISVILLE, KY

HZPHIS ADV I Si t A

A AH AND PANG MO U

END

^'W?2?3 ^
'-^ bvZ_FJLED£[ 

A3 1968

? t ?

Fb i LOU I VI.

P

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



5/4/68

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (P)

RE: MUREIN 
CR 
00: MEMPHIS

Re Indianapolis airtel to Louisville, 4/29/68.

On 5/2/68, MISSY POX, 4402.44th Street, Ashland, Ky.,
a high school student, advised SA ROBERT L. STOWE, JR., that .on 
4/20/68, she was on the train between Chicago, Ill., and .Ashland, 
Ky. While on the train she saw a nan whoa she believed to be 
identic!, with RAY. This Identification was Made from a newspaper 
photograph. When JOE viewed the photographs appearing on the 
Identification Order and Wanted Flyer, she stated that the un she 
saw was certainly was not RAY. She noted that the photographs on 
the Wanted yiyer and Identification Order are of much better 
quality that the newspaper photograph she saw and she is now 
sure that she did not see RAY.

2— Memphis
1- Indianapolis (44-563) (Info) 

(> Louisville (44-647)

<5)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



5/4/68

AIBTEL AIRMAIL

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

PROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE <44-947) (P)

RE: MURKIN
CR 
00: MEMPHIS

Re Indianapolis airtel to Louisville, 4/29/68.

On 5/2/68, MISST NX, 4402 44th Street, Ashland, Ky., 
a high school student, advised SA ROBERT L. STOWE, JR., that on 
4/20/68, she was on the train between Chicago, Ill., and Ashland, 
Ky. While on the train she saw a san who* she believed to be 
identicdl with RAT. This identification was nade trow a newspaper 
photograph. When FOX viewed the photographs appearing on the 
Identification Order and Wanted Flyer, she shied that the nan she 
saw Was costa inly was not RAT. She noted that the photographs on 
the Wanted Flyer and Identification Order are of such better 
quality that the newspaper photograph she saw and she is now 
sure that she did not see RAT.

2- Memphis
1- Indianapolis (44-563) (Info) 
g Louisville (44847)
RLS/pam
(S) 

3 1

-^^7 ^^^
SeaW.—.—J**' - 

, Serialized ^/^«- • ■ •
1 i^exed—\

filed—

,7
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4 
laboratory Transmittal Perm 
7-12

JiU, LABORATORY ^Uu.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

T’: FBI, Memphis (44-1987)

Re: MURKIN 
CR 
00: Memphis

&at9! l&y 2, 1938

fc™,» ^..m»,. jamriiii*

1 Alrtel 4/13/68
£xamiuatl.on requested; Document

psinieNo. 44-38861
^-^ D-560794 JK

DO NOT INCLUDE W^

PAGE(S) .INFOBMATION IN
investigative report

XEoa Specimens received 4/15/68

K153 Two Special Attention tags manufactured by Stry-Lonkoff 
Company, Louisville, Ky*

K157 Two color samples of paper used in manufacture of tags 
by Stry-Lenkoff Company

Remarks: ,
Referenced Louisville airtel submitted samples of 

paper tags Obtained from the Stry-Lenkoff Company, Louisville, 
Kentucky, similar to one of the tags recovered in the Mustang 
automobile of Galt in Atlanta,. Georgia.

The specimens have been retained for possible future 
comDarisons•

No Laboratory report is being submitted*
@ - Louisville (44-947) 

1 - Chicago (44-1114)

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-1C-S3)

(Mount Clipping In Space Below)

' Brother Urges * j 
Murder Suspect | 

! Ray to SurrenderJ
|> From AF iM UPI Dispofchos '

CHICAGO—The brother of James Earl 
'Ray, the man sought by the Federal 
Fureau of Investigation in the slaying 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., has calleci 

(:for Ray to surrender, The Chicago Sum 
Times reported yesterday.

“If he is still alive 1 urge him to sur- 
Sender himself to the FBI or contact 
someone in the family and ask them to 
make surrender arrangements,” Jerry 
Ray, 32, was quoted.

The newspaper said.Jerry Ray was erm 
■ ployed as a maintenance man at a golf 
'club in one of Chicago’s northern sub- 
•urb$, 
; In discussing his brother, Jerry said, 
jhe and the family feared James might 
be dead. Jerry also was quoted as Saying 
his brother was “never a, man of vio-1 
Jence,” but might have been "used’’ as 
'part of a conspiracy.
' Jerry Ray told the Sun-Times it seemed 
apparent^from news dispatches that his 
brother had come into some moneyl ]

(Indicate page, name at 
newspaper, city and state.)

Page A 14

Courier-Journal

Louisville, Ky

Date:
Edition:
Author:
Editor:
Title:

5/3/68 
Mnrning

Barry Binghan

Character: .
or 44-947-^^5

Classification:
Submitting Office: Ls

Q Being Investigated

SEARCHED_ _ _ _ _ _ INDEXED—.
SERIALIZED_ _ _ _ _ _ FllED-^

MAY 3 -1968
X FBI — UOUISV/fe A

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. $-22-54)

FBI

Date: 5/3/68

Transmit the following In ....... .----- -------- --------------
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL___________________ _____________ AIR MAIL
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

fro*p sac , Houston' (44-1509)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR

ReButel 4/25/68 to El Paso, Houston, San Antonio, 
advising that each office should determine from telephone 
company long distance calls placed at each public telephone 
on Interstate 10 over which subject and CHARLES STEIN 
allegedly traveled 12/15-17/6?.

Set forth by field division are telephone calls 
made from the Houston Division, 12/15-17/67- Recipient 
offices will determine from the subscriber, or person 
receiving call, the identity of caller. If caller was 
JAMES EARL RAY, aka, obtain all available information.

3 - Bureau
2 - Memphis (44-1987)

- Denver 
Louisville

2 - Miami'
2 - New York City
2 - Norfolk
2 - Omaha
2 - Philadelphia
2 - Sacramento
2 - Seattle
2 - Springfield
2 - St. Louis
2 -,Tampa
2 - Houston

JSW:yk
(31)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



HO 44-1509

DATE CALLING NUMBER CALLED NUMBER PLACE

DENVER;

12/16/67 835-9495 ’ 303-636-1773 Colorado
(Beaumont, Texas) Springs^ Colo.

LOUISVILLE:

12/17/67 835-9074
(Beaumont, Texas)

502-798-9309 Ft. Campbell, 
Ky.

MEMPHIS:

12/16/67 468-9078
(Houston, Texas)

615-293-4542 Cornersville, 
Tenn.

12/16/67 468-9078 615-293-4542 Cornersville,
(Houston, Texas) Tenn.

12/15/67 468-9081
(Houston, Texas)

615-293-4542 Cornersville, 
Tenn.

12/15/67 468-9081
(Houston, Texas)

615-253-4542 Cornersville, 
Tenn.

MIAMI:

12/15/67 769-9108
(Vidor, Texas)

NEW YORK CITY:

813-657-3181 Immokalee, 
Fla.

12/15/67 , 673-9289
(Houston, Texas)

212-748-7417 Brooklyn

12/15/67 673-9236
(Houston, Texas)

212-254-2288 New York City

NORFOLK:

12/16/67 452-9260
(Houston, Texas)

703-722-7921 Hampton, Va.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



HO 44-1509

DATE CALLING NUMBER CALLED NUMBER PLACE

OMAHA:

12/15/67 835-9546
(Beaumont, Texas)

712-375-4191 Pierson, Iowa

PHILADELPHIA:

12/17/67 835-9318
(Beaumont, Texas)

717-637-8759 Hanover, Pa.

12/12/67 835-8273
(Beaumont, Texas)

215-433-9403 Allentown, 
Pa.

SACRAMENTO:

12/15/67 468-9850
(Houston, Texas)

209-464-8050 Stockton, 
Calif.

SEATTLE: 1
12/15/67 468-9868

(Houston, Texas)
206-622-4911 Seattle, 

Wash.

SPRINGFIELD:

12/16/67 835-9435
(Beaumont, Texas)

309-452-4852 Normal, Ill.

12/15/67 835-9419
(Beaumont, Texas)

217-528-2815 Springfield, 
Ill.

12/17/67 835-8273
(Beaumont, Texas)

618-932-2403 West Frankfort, 
Ill.

ST. LOUIS:

12/16/67 682-9361
(Houston, Texas)

314-664-3747 St. Louis, 
Mo.

TAMPA:

12A7/67 769-9103
(Vidor, Texas)

813-229-1414 Tampa, Fla.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-3$ (Rev. $.22-54)

F B I

Date: 5/3/68

Transmit the following <» - ....... ........ ................ . .........
(Type in plaintext ar code)

Via AIRTEL___________________ .____________ AIR MAIL_____________ J ’
(Priority) I ’ ‘

MW WM WMW MOW WW. WW MW.W WW wM~MW MMM'MM MW MW WM_WM.WM_M.~WM WW WM WW.WW MW MW

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) \

FRO^i SAC,. HOUSTON (44-1509)

SUBJECT: MURKIN . . ' •
CR .

ReButel 4/25/68 to El Paso, Houston, San Antonio, 
advising that each office should determine from telephone 
company long distance calls placed at each public telephone 
on Interstate 10 over which subject and CHARLES STEIN 
allegedly traveled 12/15-17/67.

Set forth by field division are telephone calls 
made from the Houston Division, 12/15-17/67. Recipient 
offices will determine from the subscriber, or person 
receiving call, the identity of caller. If caller was 
JAMES EARL, RAY, aka, obtain all available information.

3 - Bureau
2 - Memphis (44-1987)
2 - Denver

Louisville
2^ Miami

2 - New York City
2 - Norfolk
2 - Omaha
2 - Philadelphia
2 - Sacramento
2 - Seattle
2 - Springfield
2 - St. Louis
2 - Tampa
2 - Houston

JSW:yk
(31)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



HO 44-1509

DATE CALLING NUMBER -CALLED NUMBER PLACE

DENVER:

12/16/67 835-9495'
(Beaumont, Texas)

303-636-1773 Colorado
Springs, Colo.

LOUISVILLE:

12A7/67 835-9074
(Beaumont, Texas)

502-798-9309 Ft. Campbell, 
Ky.

MEMPHIS:

12/16/67 468-9078
(Houston, Texas)

615-293-4542 Cornersville, 
Tenn.

12/16/67 468-9078
(Houston, Texas)

615-293-4542 Cornersville, 
Tenn.

12/15/67 468-9081
(Houston, Texas)

615-293-4542 Cornersville, 
Tenn.

12/15/67 468-9081
(Houston, Texas)

615-293-4542 Cornersville, 
Tenn.

MIAMI:

12A5/67 769-9108
(Vidor, Texas)

813-657-3181 Immokalee, 
Fla.

NEW YORK CITY:

12A5/67 673-9289
(Houston, Texas)

212-748-7417 Brooklyn

12A5/67 673-9236
(Houston, Texas)

212-254-2288 New York City

NORFOLK:

12/16/67 452-9260
(Houston, Texas)

703-722-7921 Hampton, Va.

1

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



HO 44-1509

DATE CALLING NUMBER CALLED NUMBER PLACE

OMAHA:

12A5/67 835-9546
(Beaumont, Texas)

712-375-4191 Pierson, Iowa

PHILADELPHIA:

1.2/17/67 835-9318
(Beaumont, Texas)

717-637-8759 Hanover, Pa.

12/12/67 835-8273
(Beaumont, Texas)

215-433-9403 Allentown, 
Pa.

SACRAMENTO:

12/15/67 468-9850
(Houston, Texas)

209-464^3050 Stockton, 
Calif.

SEATTLE:

12/15/67 468-9868
(Houston, Texas)

206-622-4911 Seattle, 
Wash.

SPRINGFIELD:

12/16/67 835-9435
(Beaumont, Texas)

309-452-4852 Normal, Ill.

12/15/67 835-9419
(Beaumont, Texas)

217-528-2815 Springfield, 
Ill. ' "•

12/17/67 835-8273
(Beaumont, Texas)

618-932-2403 West Frankfort, 
Ill.

ST. LOUIS:

12/16/67 682-9361
(Houston, Texas)

314-664-3747 St. Louis, 
Mo.

TAMPA: *

12A7/67 769-9103
(Vidor, Texas)

813-229-1414 Tampa, Fla.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FO-36 (Re*. $.22-64)

. Date: 5/1/68

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIR MAIL
(Priority) 4 

J

TO DIRECTOR, FBI >(44-38861)

FROM SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) -P-

SU6JECT: MURKIN•

4

Re: Telephone call to Springfield from Inspector /THOMAS 
E. BISHOP, SOG, 4/24/68. /

MARGRET CARMICHAEL STRADER, wife of EGBERT HOOD feTRADER, 
was contacted at the residence of her father, E. P. CARMICHAEL, 
Route #1, Lexington, Illinois, on 4/30/68. Mrs. STRADER!advised 
she and her husband were at the CARMICHAEL residence thef weekend 
of 4/20-22/68. She advised that on the night of 4/21/681 or 
early morning of 4/22/68 her husband was awakened by the dogs 
barking outside the farm residence which is located up a farm lane 
one-half mile from the main rural road. She advised her husband 
and her father, E. P. CARMICHAEL, upon making a search of the 
outside area, found that the STRADER’s 1967 Oldsmobile Delta ”88”, 
cream colored with black vinyl top, had been broken into. Mrs. 
STRADER advised nothing was missing from the car and no one was 
located or seen in the area. Mrs. STRADER advised her husband
left alone from the CARMICHAEL residence on the morning 
en route Detroit, Michigan.

of 4/22/68

Mrs. STRADER advised that in a short period of 
Mr. STRADER returned to the CARMICHAEL residence. Upon

time, 
his return

3 - Bureau (44-38861)
2 - Chicago (44-1114)
2 - Cleveland
2 - Detroit
2 - Indianapolis

'2 - Memphis (44-1987)
2 - Miami
2 - New Orleans
2 - St. Louis (44-775)
2 - Kansas City (44-760)
2 - Springfield (44-561) 
iaWhvr—----------------- 
(25)

MAYO . 1968

Approved;_______ 1 _________
Special Agent in Charge

Sent —_____________ M’ .Per
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STRADER stated he had found a note in the recessed area of the 
speedometex* of his car. (Mrs. STRADER pointed'out that the speedometer 
has been broken; therefore, her husband was not normally attracted 
to the speedometer). She related this note was made up of words cut 
from newspapers and pasted on the back of a pocket calender (unable 
to describe the calendar). Mrs. STRADER said the note read in 
substance, ”If you go to the police or the FBI you will be killed.’* 
Mrs. STRADER advised her husband, after returning with the note, 
proceeded en route Detroit, Michigan, and after a short period of 
time had elpsed, he telephonically contacted her, stating he was at 
the Holiday Inn, Bloomington, Illinois. Mrs. STRADER stated her husband 
informed her that upon reaching the road one mile north of the 
CARMICHAEL residence, and Route 66, he saw a 1966 or 1967 Chevrolet, 
tan in color, no license information, with two men in the car, parked 
along the road. Mrs. STRADER stated her husband told her that this 
car followed him en route Bloomington. However, they did not turn 
into the Holiday’ Inn when he did. Mrs. STRADER advised her husband 
then told her he was proceeding on to Detroit, Michigan,

Mrs. STRADER advised upon discussing above with her parents, 
her mother, Mrs. E. P. CARMICHAEL, stated she had noticed a late 
model, tan car, making several trips on the main rural road near 
the CARMICHAEL residence on the early morning of 4/22/68.

Mrs. STRADER advised that on the night of 4/22/68 hei* 
husband telephonically contacted her, but he would not disclose his 
location as he stated he was afraid to mention his location over the 
phone. She related her husband told her that he stopped at a rest 
stop area after leaving Indianapolis, Indiana. ‘Upon leaving ’his car 
and walking the direction of the men’s restroom, he saw a tan 
automobile occupied by two men driving very slow. He stated at this 
time the rider in this autombbile fired a shot at him. STRADER told 
his wife the shot just missed his ear and he, STRADER, hit the 
ground where he laid as if he had been hit. STRADER stated that the 
tan car disappeared and he has not seen it since.

, Mrs. STRADER stated her husband believesthis action was 
due to his being in the men’s restroom at the Gulf Truck Stop, 
Lebanon, Tennessee, on 3/27/68, where he allegedly overheard five men 
planning to kill Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Mrs. STRADER stated her 
husband told her that one of the men in the restroom was RAY, whom 
he recognized after RAY’s photograph was published. She stated he 
further informed her that he would be able to recognize the other men 
he saw in the restroom. Mrs. STRADER advised she recalls being at the 
Gulf Truck Stop at Lebanon, Tennessee, on 3/29/68'. She stated upon 
their leaving the truck stop, her husband did not mention to her anything 
of hearing of the plan to kill KING. She stated she does recall her
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husband remarked, "If King goes back to Memphis he will be killed? 
Mrs. STRADER advised her husband did say he wanted to see CARL 
STERN of NBC, Washington, D.C, whom he knew but did not state why 
he desired to see STERN.

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband returned to the CARMICHAEL 
residence at Lexington, Illinois, on Friday, 4/26/68, where he stayed 
until the morning of Saturday, 4/27/68, at which time STRADER and 
his mother-in-law had an argument over Mrs. STRADER’s son by a 
previous marriage. Mrs. CARMICHAEL told STRADER to leave, which he did.

Mrs. STRADER stated she told her husband she had contacted 
Mr. DONALD T. SULLIVAN, Assistant Special Agent in Charge, Springfield 
Office of the FBI, and that he, STRADER, should call Mr. SULLIVAN 
and set up an appointment; that Mr. SULLIVAN had informed her he 
would make an appointment to meet STRADER at any location or at 
any time when STRADER was available. Mrs. STRADER stated her husband 
told her he was afraid to attempt to meet with FBI Agents, as he felt 
he was being followed. Mrs. STRADER stated she was unable to convince 
her husband to make arrangements for a meeting with the FBI. She 
advised her husband is very much interested in obtaining protection.

Mrs. STRADER advised of some of her husband’s activities, 
which are not concerning the murder of Dr. KING. She advised that 
she does not know all of her husband’s business and that she is sure 
he has not told her all he knows.

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is acquainted with RAYMOND 
STARNS of Baton Rou^ Louisiana, who told STRADER in the summer of 
1967 that there were several businessmen in the area of Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, who were taking up a collection to obtain money to have 
KINGassassinated. Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is well acquainted 
in the Baton Rouge and Denham Springs, Louisiana, area. She stated 
he was, in the summer of 1967, connected with the E.C. Donnell 
Construction Company of Denham Springs, La., which was doing construction 
work for the telephone company. She related E. C. DONNELL lives in 
Dallas, Texas. She related DONNELL had an equipment rental business 
and while STRADER and DONNELL were attempting to rent the equipment 
they were trying to gain financing for a recreational park in Louisiana 
similar to "Six Flags Over Texas." She related that some way they 
came in contact with a CHARLES and LILLIAN SHAPIRO (ph) of Miami, 
Florida, who advised they could finance same but were not-interested, 
in a recreational park but would be interested in financing a horse 
racing track. Mrs. STRADER advised Mr. DONNELL obtained RAYMOND STARNS 
to help locate his land which could be used as a horse racing park. He 
also obtained sanction of the sheriff,(FNU) IRWIN and SAM BOSKO, both 
of Slidell, La; however, "things got out of hand" and an article

-3-
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appeared in ’’Life” magazine, and the Governor of Louisiana placed 
a stop to the entire operation.

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic 
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information as 
to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid. 
Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has any 
information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact 
any FBI Field Office, who will then arrange for an interview 

’with him.

For information receiving offices, Inspector THOMAS E. 
BISHOP, SOG, on 4-24-68 advised he had received a telephone call from 
CARL STERN, Washington, D. C., NBC Office, who told him that a 
man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while cover­
ing a story in the South, had, on 4-24-68, telephoned him from 
someplace around Toledo, Ohio. STRADER informed him he was 
en route to the home of his wife’s parents in Lexington, 
Illinois. He then told STERN a ’’fantastic tale” about him, 
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on 3-29-68 in Lebanon, 
Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people 
involved in the conversation knew he had overheard them, and 
they had taken his license number. STRADER believed there 
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time. 
STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning 
KING’S murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should 
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of 
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet 
him at his convenience in their territory.' According- to Mr. 
STERN, BISHOP stated that STRADER is afraid to approach any 
office and may desire to have someone meet him at a location 
other than an office.

The files of the Springfield Office contain the 
following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be 
determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT 
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois:

On 11-19-65 ROBERT STRADER, 6’1” - 2”, 175 lbs., 
employed cutting timber near Edwardsville, Illinois, and in 
construction work at Southern Illinois University, Edwards­
ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery of 
the Hamel State Bank, Bufile 91-20560, SIfile 91-2642.

-4-
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*

In 10-66 prosecution of ROBERT H. STRADER was 
declined in an ITSMV matter which involved a rental car. 
ROBERT H. STRADER had represented himself as an employee of 
General Telephone Co., of Illinois, registering at two 
motels at Bloomington, Illinois, and had skipped without 
properly checking out and without paying for his room. 
SHRADER could not be located at that time but was described 
•as a white, male, 35 - 40, 5’10” - 6’, 150 lbs., dark brown 
hair, medium build and medium complexion. He was subject 
of SIfile 26-29006.

One ROBERT HOOD STRADER was subject of an ITSMV; 
UFAP - AUTO THEFT case in which Milwaukee was 00,9/63, 
Bufile 26-316708, SIfile 26-23403. This individual had a 
rather extensive arrest record dating back to 11/48 at which 
time he was AWOL and which involved record of arrest for issuing 
worthless checks, mail fraud, investigation of forgery, and 
defrauding an innkeeper. ROBERT H. STRAJDE? whose FBI No. was 
given as 244 633 A, was twice a patient at hospitals, one as 
a patient at the Patton State Hospital concerning which finger­
prints were furnished by the State Bureau of Identification, 
Sacramento, California, on 8-3-60 and subsequently again on 
9-21-60, was a patient at Atascadero State Hospital, California. 
That individual was described as white, male, approximately 
6’3”, 190 lbs., fair complexion, hazel eyes, brown hair and 
was considered to have suicidal tendencies.

A check through NCIC on 4-30-68 indicated ROBERT? 
STRADER was not currently wanted.

-5*-
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Date: 5/1/68

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL .
(Priority)

FROM

SUBJECT:

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) -P-

MURKIN

Re: Telephone call to Springfield from Inspector THOMAS 
E. BISHOP, SOG, 4/24/68.

MARGRET CARMICHAEL STRADER, wife of ROBERT HOOD STRADER,
was contacted at the residence of her father, E. P. CARMICHAEL, 
Route #1, Lexington, Illinois, on 4/30/68. Mrs. STRADER advised 
she and her husband were at the CARMICHAEL residence the weekend 
of 4/20-22/68. She advised that on the night of 4/21/68 or 
early morning of 4/22/68 her husband was awakened by the dogs 
barking outside the farm residence which is located up a farm lane 
one-half mile from the main rural road. She advised her husband 
and her father, E. P. CARMICHAEL, upon making a search of the 
outside area, found that the STRADER’S 1967 Oldsmobile Delta ”88”, 
cream colored with black vinyl top, had been broken into. Mrs. 
STRADER advised nothing was missing from the car and no one was 
located or seen in the area. Mrs. STRADER advised her husband 
left alone from the CARMICHAEL residence on the morning of 4/22/68 
en route Detroit, Michigan.

Mrs. STRADER advised that in a short period of time, 
Mr. STRADER returned to the CARMICHAEL residence. Upon his return,

3 - Bureau (44-38861) 
2 - Chicago (44-1114) 
2 - Cleveland

■ 2 I Sapolls W7-23 7
Louisville —

2 -'Memphis (44-1987) |__ _/
2 - Miami I- W12£0 -Wfilfo

2 - New Orleans MAYO 1968
2 - St. Louis (44-775) |
2 - Kansas City (44-760) "TCr/J
2 - Springfield (44-561) *-----------

-Afcffrvx— ---------------- ■-------------------------------------- _____
(25)

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge

Sent M .Per
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STRADER stated he had found a note in the recessed area of the 
speedometer of his car.(Mrs. STRADER pointed out that the speedometer 
has been broken; therefore, her husband was not normally attracted 
to the speedometer). She related this note was made up of words cut 
from newspapers and pasted on the back of a pocket calender (unable 
to describe the calendar). Mrs. STRADER said the note read in 
substance, ”If you go to the police or the FBI you will be killed.” 
Mrs. STRADER advised her husband, after returning .with the note, 
proceeded en route Detroit, Michigan, and after a short period of 
time had elpsed, he telephonically contacted her, stating he was at 
the Holiday Inn, Bloomington, Illinois. Mrs. STRADER stated her husband 
informed her that upon reaching the road one mile north of the 
CARMICHAEL residence, and Route 66, he saw a 1966 or 1967 Chevrolet, 
tan in color, no license information, with two men in the car, parked 
along the road. Mrs. STRADER stated her husband told her that this 
car followed him en route Bloomington. However, they did not turn 
into the Holiday Inn when he did. Mrs. STRADER advised her husband 
then told her he was proceeding on to Detroit, Michigan,

Mrs. STRADER advised upon discussing above with her parents, 
her mother, Mrs. E. P. CARMICHAEL, stated she had noticed a late 
model, tan car, making several trips on the main rural road near 
the CARMICHAEL residence on the early morning of 4/22/68.

Mrs. STRADER advised that on the night of 4/22/68 her 
husband telephonically contacted her, but he would not disclose his 
location as he stated he was afraid to mention his location over the 
phone. She related her husband told her that he stopped at a rest 
stop area after leaving Indianapolis, Indiana. Upon leaving his car 
and walking the direction of the men’s restroom, he saw a tan . 
automobile occupied by two men driving very slow. He stated at this 
time the rider in this autombbile fired a shot at him. STRADER told 
his wife the shot just missed his ear and he, STRADER, hit the 
ground where he laid as if he had been hit. STRADER stated that the 
tan car disappeared and he has not seen it since.

Mrs. STRADER stated her husband believesthis action was 
•due to his being in the men’s restroom at the Gulf Truck Stop, 
Lebanon, Tennessee, on 3/27/68, where he allegedly overheard five men 
planning to kill Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, Mrs. STRADER stated her 
husband told her that one of the men in the restroom was RAY, whom 
he recognized after RAY’s photograph was published. She stated he " 
further informed her that he would be able to recognize the other men 
he saw in the restroom. Mrs. STRADER advised she recalls being at the 
Gulf Truck Stop at Lebanon, Tennessee, on 3/29/68. She stated upon 
their leaving the truck stop, her husband did not mention to her anything 
of hearing of the plan to kill KING. She stated she does recall her
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husband remarked, "If King goes back to Memphis he will be killed? 
Mrs. STRADER advised her husband did say he wanted to see CARL 
STERN of NBC, Washington, D.C, whom he knew but did not state why 
he desired to see STERN.

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband returned to the CARMICHAEL 
residence at Lexington, Illinois, on Friday, 4/26/68, where he stayed 
until the morning of Saturday, 4/27/68, at which time STRADER and 
his mother-in-law had an argument over Mrs. STRADER’s son by a 
previous marriage. Mrs. CARMICHAEL told STRADER to leave, which he did.

Mrs. STRADER stated she told her husband she had contacted 
Mr. DONALD T. SULLIVAN, Assistant Special Agent in Charge, Springfield 
Office of the FBI, and that he, STRADER, should call Mr. SULLIVAN 
and set up an appointment; that Mr. SULLIVAN had informed her he 
would make an appointment to meet STRADER at any location or at ' 
any time when STRADER was available. Mrs. STRAJDER stated her husband 
told her he was afraid to attempt to meet with FBI Agents, as he felt 
he was being followed. Mrs. STRADER stated she was unable to convince 
her husband to make arrangements for a meeting with the FBI. She 
advised her husband is very much interested in obtaining protection.

Mrs. STRADER advised of some of her husband’s activities, 
which are not concerning the murder of Dr. KING. She advised that 
she does not know all of her husband’s business and that she is sure 
he has not told her all he knows.

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is acquainted with RAYMOND 
STARNS of Baton Rou^ Louisiana, who told STRADER in the summer of 
1967 that there were several businessmen in the area of Baton’ Rouge, 
Louisiana, who were taking up a collection to obtain money to have 
KING assassinated. Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is well acquainted 
in the Baton Rouge and Denham Springs, Louisiana, area. She stated 
he was, in the summer of 1967, connected with the E.C. Donnell 
Construction Company of Denham Springs, La., which was doing construction 
work for the telephone company. She related E. C. DONNELL lives in 
Dallas, Texas. She related DONNELL had an equipment rental business 
and while STRADER and DONNELL were attempting to rent the equipment 
they were trying to gain financing for a recreational park in Louisiana 
similar to ’’Six Flags Over Texas.” She related that some way they 
came in contact with a CHARLES and LILLIAN SHAPIRO (ph) of Miami, 
Florida, who advised they could finance same but were notrinterested, _ 
in a recreational park but would be interested in financing a horse 
racing track. Mrs. STRADER .advised Mr. DONNELL obtained RAYMOND STARNS 
to help locate his land which could be used as a horse racing park. He 
also obtained sanction of the sheriff, (FNU) IRWIN and SAM BOSKO, both 
of Slidell, La; however, "things got out of hand" and an article
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