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TO: DIRECTOR MEMPHIS.AND LOUI SVILLE

FROM: . ST. LOUIS €44-775) 1P

e

MURKIN . ' ' ,

o AHOM&R TOWNSLEY; SL BONDSMAN: THINKS J.D. DAILEY TOLD HIM RAY
CcoN ) A Al

CONTACTED RAILEY, OF THR, KAY, LSCARER ERON Shr e BALLEK, S010, BARENOEY
DAILEY LDENIES KNOWING RAY. DAILEY KNOWN TO USE PAY PHONE AT LA
FONTS SINCLAIR STATION, HIGHWAY SIX ONE, PORTAGEVILLE, MO., PHONE

DR NINE DASH THREE FIVE ZERO TWO.

SW BELL TELE. CO. (PEOTECT) .ADVISED CALLS MADE FROM THAT PHONE
NOV. SIX T0 BARDWELL> KY., PHONE SIX TWO EIGHT DASK FIVE FOUR NINE

Ly Sm—

FOUR, AND MARCH TWENTYNINE TO BANDANA, KY., PHONE TWO TWO FOUR DASH
FOUR THREE ONE ONE. ’ :
LOUISVILLE IMMEDIATELY IDENTIFY SUBSCRIBER. UNLESS THEY APREAR
TO BE NORMAL BUSINESS CALLS, INTERVIEW, COMPLETELY PROTECTING PHONE
C0.» ANU DETERMINE IF CALLS BEAR ON WHEREABOUTS OR ACTIVITIES OF
SUBJECT. o : ‘
ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P :
END>
SKT
FB1 LOUISVLE
TU P

7
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00: Memphis

Memphis | ' ' 3 ‘ }j::ff SRS & A
- Louisville (44-947) (Ini’o ) I At ?;ﬁ
Indianapolis T S l"'r:-*miiJiif

¢ &,
- : 5/14/68

AIRTEL 4 . . AIRMAIL

TO SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) -
FROM SAC, INDIANAPOLIS (44-563) -

" MURKIN

' Re Louisville airtel 4/24/68 concerning information

-furnished by ALVIN D. MASON
On 4/23/68 8gt. JOSEPH EOCHADEL Jeffersonville, Indiana PD,

advised SA SEAMANS J. JONES that Indiana License 10A 1120 is
issued to JAMES W, PARISH 1224 Mosswood Court, Jeffersonv:lle,
for a 1960 Oldsmobile 4—door sedan, VIN 608M7923 HOCHADEL
stated he does not know PARISH and there is no arrest record
for him in the PD files,

On 4/24/68, ALBERT DANRER,'President of Danco, Inc., 1317 ~
Skyline Drive, Jeffersonville, advised he is well acquainted
with JAMES W. PARISH, 1224 Mosswood Court. He stated PARISH
purchased his house two years ago from Danco and is employed as
a chemical operator at Girdler Catalyst, Louisville, Kentucky.
DANNER observed a photo of RAY and stated PARISH is definitely
not identical with this photo. . _

On 4/26/68, JAMES W, PARISH 1224 Mosswood Court Was

_interviewed by SA SEAMANS J. JONES It was observed he is not

identical with the photo of RAY¥., 'A 1960 black Oldsmobile
4-dooyr Bearing Indiana License 10A 1120 was observed parked in
front of the PARISH home. Mr. PARISH stated he is the only
person who drives this car except his wife and daughter. He
has not loaned this car to any other man and it has. not been
driven by any other man., Mr. PARISH stated he was born and
reared in JefferSOnv111e, Indiana. ‘

2625 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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It should be noted that PARISBH resides in
Northaven Subdivision constructed and sold by

Danco, Inc. This subdivision is located on State

Road 62 north of Jeffersonville, Indiana, and it
would be normal procedure for PARISH to enter
State Road 62 from the side road along which are
numerous apartment buildings and proceed toward
Jeffersonville to the stop light located at 10th
and Main Streets at Youngstown 8hopping Center.

It was noted that PARISH does bear some slight
resemblance to the photo of RAY about the nose.
However, he is much smaller and his haitr rather
than being shoxrt cropped, is very thin and appears
short cropped. He has been listed in the Jefferson-
ville city directory since 1960, as an employee at
Girdler Catalyst.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.Q. 14176



TO -

FROM :

SUBJECT:

5010108

CPUIONAL FORM NO, 50 5
MAY 1962 EOIION
GSA FPMR (41 CPR) Y0118.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (P) DATE: 5/16/68
SA THOMAS F. KELLERMAN

MURKIN
Re SAC memo to all Agents, dated 4/30/68.

On 5/8/68 FRANK ANASTASIO, Identification Division,
KSP, Frankfort, Ky., was contacted and was requested to make
a comparison of any unidentified latent fingerprints with
those for JAMES EARL RAY as set forth on I.0,#4182.

Sergeant ANASTASIO stated that he and assistants
in his office would make this comparison and would advise
of any positive identification in this regard.

The above info should be made available to the
Agent to whom -this case is assigned. "

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

& - Louisville
TFK/vp
(2)

W

Cr—o52 ~25 s

ezl —
omuzanf_n"‘S%
| s
J W 1@9

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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SAC, 1OU;SVILLE (44-947) (P) 5/16/68

SA THOMAS F. KELLERMAN

MURKIN ;

Re SAC memo ‘to all Agents, dated 4/30/68.

‘On 5/8/68 FRANK ANASTASIO, Identification Division,
KSP, Frankfort, Ky., was contacted and was requested to make
a comparison of any unidentified latent .fingerprints with
those for JAMES EARL RAY as set forth on 1.0.#4182.

Sergeant ANASTASIO stated that he and assistants
in his office would make this comparison and would advise
of any positive identification in this regard.

The .above info should be made available to the
Agent to whom this case is assigned.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

(2 - Louisville
‘TFK/vp
(2)

L el

——
Z\NDEXED
SEREALITE -_,..m_ﬂl.Ei)éi

MAY ] (1668

‘DP,Lumbnui
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NO 157-10673

JAMES A, DOMBROWSKI,
DOROTHY ZELLNER
ROBERT ZELLNER

" New (Orleans files contain the foumng pertinent
infomaucn concerning the above individuals:

- JACK CORSELIUS PEEBLE is subject of a pending
. SH-C case, NOfile 100-17300. PEEBLES is a practicing attorney .
in New Orleans and is knowm te give legal advice to members
.0f the Sparticists League and the New Orleant }!c\fmnt for
A Democratic Soclety (KOMDS),

' ROSALXN LAVANTHAL is subject of a ﬂnu& SM-H cane,
Bufile 105~171667 s NO filc 100-17425. L

, . ROBERT THOMAS AHAI-AYAGE is subject of a pending
SH-¥ case, New Orleany f£ile 100-17586. He is known to have
attempted sulcide on four different occasions while in the
militavy, is described ss a violent and destructive person
and has an arrest history from 1955 through 1967, .ﬁxcludmg
burglary and drunkemness.

’ JAMES A. WHBROWS‘KI iz subject of a closed SM-C :
case, Bufile 100-122815, NO 100-13722., ' DOMBROWSKI is a retired
executive dirsctor of SCEF and is presently on Section A of
the Resorye Index. , :

‘ JOBY ROBERT ZELM'ER ix subject of a pending SM—G
case, Bufile 100-442400, NO 100-17552.

DOROTHY RAC}IELLE ZELLNER .aka Mrs, JOHN ROBERT ZELINER
is subject of pending SM-C case, Bufile 100-427403, NO 100-17551,
She is currently on the Security Index, New Orleans hvision.

VACB Kew Orleans doeg not conterplate cenductiz!g inter- .
views of the above persons In connection with instant matter in-

yiew of the past or present aecurity type investigation con-
ducted on then individuals.

AND DANGEROUS.

3
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Via

FBI
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Date: 5/22/68 |

[

Transmit the following in .. PLAINTEXT .
(Type in plointext or code) :

TELETYPE URGENT |

(Priotity) |

S et -

e s ety Wi SRt Wl _sde. e "t S O e "o W b et s el T S Twvin Wiy wetin " wiols U el S vtk e s s e S W i mment” o ea poveh Somet Lw.m'—-*ﬁn u— et

TO: MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM: LOUISVILLE (44-947) (P)

MURKIN

RE MEMPHIS TEL TO LS LAST DATE.

SA HILLARD D. THORPE THIS DATE INTERVIEWED CAPT. GEORGE
CONWAY INGRAM, JR., ZERO TWO THREE THREE ZERO EIGHT FOUR
TWO, AN OPTOMETRIST, US. ARMY HOSPITAL, FORT CAMPBELL, KY.
INGRAM ADVISED HE IS OWNER OF SIXTYSEVEN MERCURY, BLACK
VINYL TOP WITH TURQUOISE BOTTOM CARRYING SIXTYEIGHT ARKANSAS
LICENSE AVW SEVEN THREE TWO EN ROUTE FROM FORT CAMPBELL, KY.,
TO HOT SPRINGS, ARK., ON MAY ELEVEN, LAST, TO ATTEND OPTOMETRY

FORTY
CONVENTION. TRAVELED INTERSTATE 40 FROM DIXON, TENN., TO

MEMPHIS AND INTERSTATE THIRTY FROM LITTLE ROCK TO HOT SPRINGS,

ARK. SAID DID NOT RECALL HAVING TRAVELED THROUGH ARKADELPHIA,
ARK., BUT MAY HAVE. STATED HE TRAVELED ALONE. CAPT. INGRAM
IN NO WAY RESEMBLES SUBJECT AS A W/M, SIX FEET, TWO THREE
SEVEN LBS., REDDISH BROWN HAIR, BROWN EYES, WEARS HORN RIMMED
GLASSES AND STATES WHEN DRIVING WEARS MILITARY ISSUE PRESCRIP-

, TION SUNGLASSES. INGRAM DID HAVE SMALL SCAR IN MIDDLE OF ‘

FOREHEAD BUT HAS NO SCAR IN PALM OF RIGHT HAND. INGRAM IS

S

HDT/ssb (2) A ‘ '
Approved: b Sent I’) ' qfl pl _M*,efw»ﬁ‘ér i e
gent in Charge / fﬂ;d.——&:'\""""’ ‘

. g ? - /
NOT IDENTICAL WITH SUBJECT. ARMED AND DANGEROUS. ?$7 \?7?”<
T-LIttIe Rock (BM) 7 =

shed e AP AS A
Ly

4 o
PR
.
3,
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3357 PM S5-22-68 URGENT BAW
TO MEMPHIS (€44-1987)

J eI
-
'
N

>

FROM LOUISVILLE (4&-9‘) (P) 1P ‘

- >
e s, A s L5 = - = v

, MURKIN ’ ‘
f | ® | -9 |
: ‘ RE MEMPHIS TEL TO LS LAST DATE.
SA HILLARD D. THORPE THIS DATE INTERVIEVED CAPT. GEORGE
CONWAY INGRAM» JRe, ZERO TWO THREE THREE ZERO EIGHT FOUR
TV0, AN OPTOMETRIST, US. ARMY HOSPITAL» FORT CAMPBELLs KYe !
INGRAM ADVISED HE 1S OWNER OS SIXTYSEVEN MERCURY» BLACK
e VINYL TOP WITH TURQUOISE BOTTOM CARRYING SIXTYEIGHT ARKANSAS
LICENSE AUW SEVEN THREE TWO EN ROUTE FROM FORT CAMPBELLs KY.,

T

( TO HOT SPRINGS, ARKes» ON MAY ELEVEN, LAST» TO ATTEND OPTOMETRY
CONVENTION. - TRAVELED INTERSTATE FORTY FORM DIXON» TENN., TO
MEMPHIS AND INTERSTATE THIRTY FROM LITTLE ROCK TO HOT SPRINS.»
ARK. SAID DID NOT RECALL HAVING TRAVELED THROUGH ARKADELPHIA
ARKs» BUT MAY HAVE. STATED' HE TRAVELED ALONE. CAPTs INGRAM
_IN NO WAY RESEMBLES SUBJECT AS A WM, SIX¥ FEET» TWO THREE
SEVEN Las{. REDDISH BROW HAIR, BROWN EYES, WEARS HORN RIMMED

_GLASSES AND STATES WHEN Dﬁlvznsthqas MILITARY ISSUE PRESCRIP-
TION SUNGLASSES. INGRAM DID HAVE SMALL SCAR IN M;bDLE OF
FOREHEAD BUT. HAS yg‘écan IN PALM OF RIGHT HAND. INGRAM IS

»
-

NOT IDENTICAL WITH SUBJECT. ARMED, AND DANGEROUS.
END - oy
CORRECTION. LINE FOUR SIXTH WORD SH BE OF -
«Li&E EIGHT FIFTH WORD SH BE FROM

o r - - - — ey?’— L?7
LINE NINE LAST WORD SH BE SPRINGS - a7 '

- - ol D
N | .. . Zetalized L -
SAB - , 2 “w,ﬂwiﬁi
o 3 - : Hled::i_:;‘“
. * FB1 MEMPHIS
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I > 51 V=D LAVRENCE D. CHELKOR:



A %

PAGE TWO
RECORDS OF HOLIDAY INN AND DIPLOMAT MOTEL NEGATIVE RE CHELKOR.
) : MEMPHIS CONTACT FIRST NATIONAL BANK CONCERNING ACC. NO. _

GATION TO DETERMINE IF CHELKOR IS IDENTICAL TO SUBJECT.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS., ' P

END

MEN
FBI MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NG, 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
o GSAFPMR (41 CPR) 101-11.8

TO

SUBJECT:

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, Albany DATE: May 20, 1968

Director, FBI

MURKIN 7
PUBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED

H

Each Special Agent in Charge and Legal Attache is
instructed to promptly remind their established cooperative news
sources, in a discreet and tactful .manner, of the existence of sub-
stantial reward money for information leading to the arrest and
conviction of the killer of Dr. Martin Luther King, This money
now totals at least $100,000. The FBI should not, however, be
publicized as the source of this-reminder.

While the Bureau’s continuing policy is to encourage
the public to furnish informationto law enforcement authorities as
a matter of good citizenship, without expectation of financial reward,
it is fully recognized that monetary rewards are often necessary to
motivate some individuals. The knowledge of the existence of the
substantial rewards available in the Murkin case could possibly
prove of value in the solution of this major investigation.

1 - Copies to all Special Agents-in Charge and Legats

Y Y-qy7 2

SEARCHED INDEXED ...

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 5/23/68
SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) 4@_[\
MURKIN
00: , MEMPHIS
” Re Bureau airtel to all SACs, 5/9/68.
‘Raecheck of Unidentifled Dead

LEWIS BUSH, Director, Bureau of Vital Statistics,
Department of Health, Frankfort, Kentucky, stated on May 16,
1968, there are no central records maintained on unidentified
decdased In the State. He stated that death certificates are
eventually filed for unidentified dead in tha Frankfort
0ffice, but the inforwation contained thereon will reflect
only the Sex, Race, and approximate age of the deceased along
with the cause of death and the County where the death is
believed to have occurred, However, he atated that as
unidentified bodles are held by any of the 400 or mors funersl
homes in the State or at a morgue in citles such as Louisville,
the death certificate does not end up in £1le¢ at Frankfort for
sowe three or four months.

LEWIS stated that a great many of the unidentified
bodles found in the State end up at the Medical Schools of the
Universlity of Loulsyille or XKentucky.

LEWIS stated he would be glad ¢to furnish the list
of the 400 or more funeral directors in the State if 1t is desired
that they be circularized in connection with instant matter.

Recheck of Unidentified Latent Fingerprints.

Oon 5/8/68, SA THOMAS F. KELLERMAN contacted FRANK
ANASTASIO, Identification Division, Kentucky State Police,
Frankfort, Kentucky, who was requested to make a comparison
of any unidentified latent fingerprints on flle¢ at his
dlvision of those of JAMES EARL RAY as set forth under X.0.

2-Memphig | RIS N Nl
D-Louisville e
AK/gn Selializgy T —

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4n his Departmen

LS Ah-9h7

§

Number 4182, Sergeant ANASTASIO stated that he and his

asgistants would make the comparison and advise pn any
positive identification: in this regard,

; ~ On 5/13/68, Detective Sergeant SHARON MILLER,
Flngerprint Laboratory, Loulsville Division of Police;
Louisyille, Kentucky, was .also regueited to condust a
¢omparison of anz unidentified latent fingsrprints on file
with those of JAMES EARL RAY. Sergsant
MILLER 8tated that he would conduct such comparison and
advise SA CHARLES A, KINCAID of any positive results,

By memo dated 4/30/68, all SAs of the Loulsville’
0ffice were similarly instructed to contact Police _
Departments in thelr territories relative to any unidenti-
ried latent fingerprinis on file in unsolved robberies
or related offenses and have same compared with the krown
Lingsrprints of subject RAY. :

LEAD

MEMPHIS -

, AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. Request to advise if
1t is desired . e above funeral directors throughout

the State of XKentucky be circularized for any information
concerning the possible handling of 2ubject RAY as an

~ unidentified male corpse,

' ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

i

-
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Transmit the following in

Via .

I M 8 ST A S S S .t o 0 2 . S A N "o T o S, s Nl Y S i e e Wt

FBI
Date: May 21, 1968

(Type in plaintext or code)

Airtel

:@! From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

(Priority)

To: All SACs
LEGATS Mexico City
Ottawa

' MURKIN :

‘ For your information and investigative
assistance, subject James Earl Ray has been known to
consort with prostitutes and "street bums.'" A photograph
of subject was obtained from a prostitute in Mexico,

This photograph showing subject wearing sunglasses was
previously forwarded to your office.

This’ should be borne in mind ‘in your daily
contact with informants, officers of vice squads and

prostitutes ‘in covering leads in connection with this
and other cases,

Armed and dangerous,

PoTYT] — 265

NENIED, (ncixeo
3::1‘14,12‘0 FILED
WA 25198
i é FBl = wurs% ?

. 7 MC O

Sent Via _ M  Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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0.9 (Rev, $-22-64)

Transmit the following in .

Via

. ® ®

FBI1

Date: May 21, 1968

(Type in plaintext or code)

i

Airtel
(Priority)
To: All SACs
LEGATS, Mexico City
Ottawa
:@l From: Director, FBI (44-38861)
HURKIN .
' l;\[ih;
. i\f “““f'
‘ Y For your information and investigative

\ -‘assi§tance, subject James Earl Ray has been known to
1y

consort with prostitutes and '"street bums.'" A photograph

.. of subject was obtained from a prostitute .in Mexico,

This photograph showing subject wearing sunglasses was
previously forwarded to your office,

This should be borne in mind in your daily
contact with informants, officers of vice squads and
prostitutes in covering leads in connection with this
and other cases, .

Armed and dangerous,

Vi

\;‘*D M%no
we ““Z lLED

!{ 9 17y 40(\8
FBI ~ Louxsw

- e .-

-5

Sent Via M Per
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Rovting Slip

047 (Rev. 3-3167) {Copies to Offices Checked)
T0: SAC, ’

£
i
Albany Houston "} New York City ) Tampa b
Albugquerque Indignapolis 'n Norfolk "‘] Washington Fleld }
Anchorgge Jackson Okxlshoma City Quanti¢co :

7} Atlanta Jackeonville Omaha

Baltimore Kansas City ) Philadelphta TO LEGAT:
Birmingham Knoxville (T.} Phoenix Bern i
Boston Las Vegas Pittsburgh Boan :
Bulfalo Little Rock [ ] Portland Buenos Alres
Butte . " Los Angeles Y Richmond Hong Kong {
Charlotte KX Loutsville (") St Louts Londoa {
Chicago Memphis (") Salt Lake City Manila i
Ciac¢innatt Miami [ ") Son Antonto Mexico, D.F, o
Cleveland Milwaukee (] San Diego Ottawa
[_] San Francisco Parls
San Juan Rome )

[~ ) Savannah Santo Domingo

Columbla ‘% Minneapolis

Dallas Mobile

Denver ") Newark

Detroit 8 New Haven [ ) Seattle Tokyo

"1 Bl Paso New Otleans ("} Springtield

Honolulu Date 5-22-68

RE: MURKIN ] i

PUBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED > o D 24¢ !
TSEARCHED = A INDEXED. e

siaLzen/2 . FILED _Ser

[AY 2 51968

FBI ~ LOU! VILLE

‘

Retention For app
] For tnformation () epttonal {23 actton

T3 The enclosed 1s for yoyr information. If us
all sources, {T] paraphrase contents.

{2 Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA

GIT

Remarks: ReBulet 5-20-68,

In the event of inquiries regarding the identity of !
the sources of the reward money offered in the Murkin case,
you may confidentially advise established sources that ac-
cording to a compilation set forth in the April 27th edition
of the ""Commercial Appeal," Memphis, Tennessee, )
$25, 000 each has been offered by the "Commercjal Appeal” ,
and Scripps-Howard newspapers and that in addition, :
businessmen and citizens in Memphis have offered several
thousands more and the Memphis City Council has under-
written the reward up to a total of $100, 000. ‘ :
Buftle
Urfile '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



WL — 3
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FBI
Date: 5/24/68

Transmit the following in

kType in plaintext or code)

(Priomy)

'——-b——-— — A D . S W — —

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI. (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (P)
RE: MURKIN

Re Louisville teletype to Director dated 4/26/68;
Atlanta teletype to Louisville dated 4/30/68; Atlanta
telephone call to Louisville, 5/22/68; and louisville tele-
phone call to Atlanta, 5/23/68,

Re: Sears Roebuck Battery located in 1966 Mustang

YWith further reference to -the ‘tracing of Sears
Roebuck All-State Battery located in 1966 Mustang recovered
at Atlanta, Ga., on 4/5/68, and with particular reference
to telephonic conversation between %upervxsor CHARLES BARDIXG
Atlanta Office, and £A C, ADDISON KINCAID of the Louisville
Office, the following additional facts are being furnished:

On 5/22/68, ‘ir. JOHN DARNELL, Globz Union Cowmpany,
Louisville, Xy., manufacturers of All-State Automcbile
Batteries of the type recovered in instant 1966 %ustang,
stated that this battery is a Model 52 which carries a
stock number of 22-F. Mr, DARNELL informed that in a 1966
¥ustang the battery normally installed would ke a ‘odel
25, 35 or 36 or ftock No. 24~F. He stated that this battery

3-Bureau (Enc. 1) . 3-Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 1)
2~Atlanta (44-2386) (Buc. 1)

ISt Bac 1) into) ///:j&
£ E I
Touissilie. e L YY-qYl-2g 7 /'/

Seareke, ...

CAX/ssb S
Seriaiies
(4 ///(/ lndexeq——%:; :

Filed 0’1/ \

' Approved: ‘ ( Sent . M Per.

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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LS 44-947

could be purchased in any of the Sears Roebuck retail
automobile store outlets located in Eastern Missouri,
Southem Illinois, all of the State of Indiana, all of ‘the
State of Ohio, all of the State of West Virginia, or all

of the State of Kentucky. He stated that as of the present
time, there are 133 retail Sears Rocbuck automobile stores
which stock and sell this battery. -

With reference to the possibility of obtaining
this battery through mail order, Mr. DARNELL stated that
this could be possible but only upon referral of the mail
order to the Louisville plant of Globe by Sears Roebuck in
Chicago, Illinois, for delivery direct from the Louisville
plant, It is to be noted that the central distributing
point and warehouse of Sears Roebuck in Chicago would not
stock a 22-F battery manufactured at the Louisville plant
inasmuch as Chicago is served by the Milwaukee plant of
Globe Union.

With reference to the possibility of purchase
of the battery by mail order, Mr. DARNELL checked all
mail orders filled by the Louisville plant upon such
referral by Sears Roebuck in Chicago and stated ‘that no
mail order received was for a Model 22-F battery, thus
eliminating the possibility of purchase of instant battery
through mail order.

Pursuant to conversation held with Supervisor
CHARLES HARDING of the Atlanta Office, Mr. DARNELL was
requested to furnish and did furnish copies of the Sears
Roebuck retail automobile store outlets in the area
surrounding Memphis, consisting of stores in the Greater:
St. Louis, Missouri, area and Southeastern Missouri, as
well as Southern Illinois as far North as Alton, Illinois,
as well as stores in Western Kentucky. Next to the name
and address of the Sears Roebuck stores so listed in
parenthesis are listed the total number of the type 22-F
battery furnished these various stores during the pertinent
period from 2/22/68, to April 5, 1968, It is to be noted
that while instant battery carries a date code of 3/68,
Mr. DARNELL explained that the code date is effective
on the 21st of each month indicating that this battery was
distributed possibly as early as 2/22/68, as a March
product.

For the information of offices not previously
receiving correspondence regarding tracing of instant

-2-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.
4

. - ' ‘

LS 44-947

battery, this battery is described as an All-State high
voltage, internal connector battery with -the identifying
Model 52 contained in white letters in a small circular
plastic case on three sides of the battery. It also bears
the marking "F-41 B E 8, square 48" located on the top

of -the lead shield washer on the negative post. The date
code "C-8" indicating the battery was manufactured in
March, 1968, is contained in a small white decal on the
side of the battery.

Enclosed for the Bureau and each receiving office
is a copy of the list of Sears Roebuck retail stores carrying
this battery and through which retail outlet same may have
been purchased during the above period from 2/22 to 4/4/68.

No ieads are being set forth herewith by the Louis-
ville Office relative to further tracing of this battery
but same is being left to the descretion of the 00 as
indicated in referenced teletype of the Louisville Office
dated 4/26/68.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176






LS 44-947

could be purchased in any of the Sears Roebuck retail
automobile store outlets located in Eastern Missouri, :
Southem Illinois, all of the State of Indiana, all of the
State of Ohio, all of the State of West Virginia, or all

of the State of Kentucky. He stated that as of the present
time, there are 133 retail Sears Rocbuck automobile stores

‘which stock and sell -this battery.

With reference to the possibility of obtaining
‘this battery through mail order, Mr. DARNELL stated that
this could be possible but only upon referral of the mail
order to the Louisville plant of Globe by Sears Roebuck in
Chicago, Illinois, for delivery direct from the Louisville
plant. It is to be noted that the central distributing
point and warehouse of Sears Roebuck in Chicago would not
stock a 22-F battery manufactured at the Louisville plant
inasmuch as Chicago is served by the Milwaukee plant of
Globe Union.

With reference to the possibility of purchase
of the battery by mail order, Mr. DARNELL checked all
mail orders filled by the Louisville plant upon such
referral by Sears Roebuck in Chicago and stated that no
mail order received was for a Model 22-F battery, thus
eliminating the possibility of purchase of instant battery
through mail order.

Pursuant to conversation held with Supervisor
CHARLES HARDING of the Atlanta Office, Mr. DARNELL was
requested to furnish and did furnish copies of the Sears
Roebuck retail automobile store outlets in the area
surrounding Memphis, consisting of stores in the Greater:
St. Louis, Missouri, area and Southeastern Missouri, as
well as Southern Illinois as far North as Alton, Illinois,
as well as stores in Western Kentucky. Next to the name
and address of -the Sears Roebuck stores so listed in
parenthesis are listed the total number of the type 22-F
battery furnished these various stores during the pertinent
period from 2/22/68, to April 5, 1968. It is to be noted
that while instant battery carries a date code of 3/68,
Mr. DARNELL explained that the code date is effective
on the 21lst of each month indicating that this battery was
distributed possibly as early as 2/22/68, as a March
product.

For -the information of offices not previously
receiving correspondence regarding tracing of instant

-2~
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battery, this battery is described as an All-State high
voltage, internal connector battery with the identifying
Model 52 contained in white letters in a small circular
plastic case on three sides of the battery. It also bears
the marking "F-41 B E 8, square 48" located on the top

of the lead shield washer on the negative post. The date
code "C-8" indicating -the battery was manufactured in
March, 1968, is contained in a small white decal on the
side of the battery.

Enclosed for the Bureau and each receiving office

is a copy of the list of Sears Roebuck retail stores carrying

this battery and through which retail outlet same may have
been purchased during the above period from 2/22 to 4/4/68.

No ieads are being set forth herewith by the Louis-
ville Office relative to further tracing of this battery
but same is being left to the descretion of the 00 as
indicated in referenced teletype of the Louisville Office
dated 4/26/68.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS
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could be purchased in any of the Sears Roebuck retail
automobile store outlets located in Eastern Missouri,
Southem Illinois, all of the State of Indiana, all of the
State of Ohio, all of the State of West Virginia, or all

of the State of Kentucky. He stated that as of the present
time, there are 133 retail Sears Roebuck automobile stores
which stock and sell this battery.

With reference to the possibility of obtaining
this battery through mail order, Mr. DARNELL stated that
this could be possible but only upon referral of the mail
order to the Louisville plant of Globe by Sears Roebuck in
Chicago, Illinois, for delivery direct from the Louisville
plant. It is to be noted that the central distributing

point and warehouse of Sears Roebuck in Chicago would not

stock a 22-F battery manufactured at the Louisville plant
inasmuch as Chicago is served by the Milwaukee plant of
Globe Union.

With reference to the possibility of purchase
of the battery by mail order, Mr. DARNELL checked all
mail orders filled by the Louisville plant upon such
referral by Sears Roebuck in Chicago and stated that no
mail order received was for a Model 22-F battery, thus
eliminating the possihility of purchase of instant battery
through mail order.

Pursuant to conversation held with Supervisor
CHARLES HARDING of the Atlanta Office, Mr. DARNELL was
requested to furnish and did furnish copies of the Sears
Roebuck retail automobile store outlets in the area
surrounding Memphis, consisting of stores in the Greater:
St. Louis, Missouri, area and Southeastern Missouri, as
well as Southern Illinois as far North as Alton, Illinois,
as well as stores in Western Kentucky. Next to the name
and address of the Sears Roebuck stores so listed in
parenthesis are listed the total number of the type 22-F
battery furnished these various stores during the pertinent
period from 2/22/68, to April 5, 1968. It is to be noted
‘that while instant battery carries a date code of 3/68,
Mr. DARNELL explained that the code date is effective
on the 21st of each month indicating that this battery was
distributed possibly as early as 2/22/68, as a March
product.

For the information of offices not previously
receiving correspondence regarding tracing of instant

-2

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-t

LS 44-947

battery, this battery is described as an All-State high
voltage, -internal connector battery with the identifying
Model 52 contained in white letters in a small circular
plastic case on three sides of the battery. It also bears

‘the marking "F-41 B E 8, square 48" located on the top

of the lead shield washer on the negative post. The date
code "C-8" indicating the battery was manufactured in
March, 1968, is contained in a-small white decal on ‘the
side of the battery.

Enclosed for the Bureau and each receiving office
is a copy of the list of Sears Roebuck retail stores carrying
this battery and through which retail outlet same may have
been purchased during the above period from 2/22 to 4/4/6€8.

No ieads are being set forth herewith by the Louis-
ville Office relative to further tracing of this battery
but same is being left to the descretion of the 00 as
indicated in referenced teletype of the Louisville Office
dated 4/26/68.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS
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could be purchased in any of the Sears Roebuck retail
automobile store outlets located in Eastern Missouri,
Southem Illinois, all of the State of Indiana, all of the
State of Ohio, all of the State of West Virginia, or all

of the State of Kentucky. He stated that as of the present
time, there are 133 retail Sears Rocbuck automobile stores
which stock and sell this battery. .

With reference to the possibility of obtaining
this battery through mail order, Mr. DARNELL stated that
this could be possible but only upon referral of the mail
order to -the Louisville plant of Globe by Sears Roebuck in
Chicago, Illinois, for delivery direct from the Louisville
plant. It is to be noted -that the central distributing
point and warehouse of Sears Roebuck in Chicago would not
stock a 22-F battery manufactured at the Louisville plant
inasmuch as Chicago is served by the Milwaukee plant of
Globe Union.

With reference to the possibility of purchase
of ‘the battery by mail order, Mr. DARNELL checked all
mail orders filled by the Louisville plant upon such
referral by Sears Roebuck in Chicago and stated -that no
mail order received was for a Model 22-F battery, thus
eliminating the possibility of purchase of instant battery
through mail order.

Pursuant to conversation held with Supervisor
CHARLES HARDING of the Atlanta Office, Mr. DARNELL was
requested to furnish and did furnish copies of the Sears
Roebuck retail automobile store outlets in the area
surrounding Memphis, consisting of stores in the Greater-
St. Louis, Missouri, area and Southeastern Missouri, as
well as Southern Illinois as far North as Alton, Illinois,
as well as stores in Western Kentucky. Next to -the name
and address of the Sears Roebuck stores so listed in
parenthesis are listed the total number of the type 22-F
battery furnished these various stores during the pertinent
period from 2/22/68, to April 5, 1968. It is to be noted
that while instant battery carries a date code of 3/68,
Mr. DARNELL explained that the code date is effective
on the 21st of each month indicating that this battery was
distributed possibly as early as 2/22/68, as a March
product. .

For the information of offices not previously
receiving correspondence regarding tracing of instant
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battery, this battery is described as an All-State high
voltage, internal connector battery with the identifying
Model 52 contained in white letters in a small circular
plastic case on three sides of the battery. It also bears
the marking '""F-41 B E 8, square 48" located on the top

of the lead shield washer on the negative post. The date
code "C-8" -‘indicating the battery was manufactured in
March, 1968, is contained in a small white decal on the
side of the battery.

Enclosed for the Bureau and each receiving office
is a copy of the list of Sears Roebuck retail stores carrying
this battery and through which retail outlet same may have
been purchased during the above period from 2/22 to 4/4/68.

No ieads are being set forth herewith by the Louis-
ville Office relative to further tracing of this battery
but same is being left to the descretion of the 00 as
indicated in referenced teletype of the Louisville Office
dated 4/26/68.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC, LOUISVILLE (414-9147) DATE:May 26 s 1968
SPC, JAMES MICHAEL RAY

MURKIN

Re Los Angeles teletype to Director and Louisville 5/24/68.

At approximatéy 3:40PM, this date, Mr. Long of Division # 6,
at the Bureau telephonically contacted this office and advised
the writer of the following.

Mr. Long stated that according to the referenced LA teletype,
it was requested by LA to recontact ALONZO FRANKLIN COOK, JR.'s
mother, VERA D. COOK and to advise her' that he was not criminally
involved in the assassination of KING.

Mr. Long advised that Mrs. VERA D, COOK should be advised
that her'! son ALONZO FRANKLIN was just being questioned by the

FBI and was not involved in the assassination of KING. Mr. Long

5010-108

stated that th€s last statement in the teletype should be
appropriately paraphrased so that the words "NOT ,CRIMINALLY" are
not utilized. Mr. Long advised that the Bureau zanidnlyzhonests
21¢ tell Mrs. VERA D. COOK that at the present time hegdtson
ALONZO FRANKLIN was only interviewed and the Bureau candstated
either way if her! son was or was not criminally involved in the
assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Supervisor Peters and SA Risley was telephonically addsed
of the above facts.

This memo is being submitted for information purposes only.

/WW

A »’

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

-
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Memorandum |

SAC, LOUVISVILLE (44-947) DATE:May 26; 1968

|
|
i

TO

.o

FROM : gpPC, JAMES MICHAEL RAY

L]

SUBJECT: MURKIN

i
!
Re Los Angeles teletype to Director and Louisville 5/24/68,

At approximatdy 3:40PM, this date, Mr. Long of Division # 6,
at the Bureau telephonically contacted this office and advised
the writer of the following.

Mr. Long stated that according to the referenced LA teletype,
it was requested by LA to recontact ALONZO FRANKLIN COOK, JR.!
mother, VERA D. COOK and to advise her! that he was not criminally
involved in the assassination of KING.

Mr. Long advised that Mrs. VERA D, COOK should be advised
that her' son ALONZO FRANKLIN was just being questioned by the
FBI and was not involved in the assassination of XKING. Mr. Long
stated that th€s last statement in the telet¥pe should be
appropriately paraphrased so that the words 'NOT .CRIMINALLY" are ,
not utilized. Mr. Long advised that the Bureau zan.dnlychonests ;
&1y tell Mrs, VERA D, COOK that at the present time hegdgson
ALONZO FRANKLIN was only interviewed and the Bureau canstated
either way if her! son was or was not criminally involved 1n the
assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Supervisor Peters and SA Risley was telephonically adﬁsed
of the above facts.,

This memo is being submitted for information purposes only.
‘}L A

. MAY 26 1968

| _FBI— LOUISYILLE
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regﬂlarlj on the Payrol] Savings P/pn N #77
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FBI
Date: 5/24/68

Transmit the following in

{(Type in plaintext or code)

e on e s - — ——————— ——

. Airtel ’ Air Mail
Via -
(Priority)
. et g _ ol e Sy T, vl S ooiion St e wtwe i "l , Pooai” W Wy oo Sve . At o il i Wl Jai T S gle dpets ™ vt e ey S o Yt g T Wl dnlyy hingy [tiop WA, gy gt "'L .k'?' " IV T - e A
TO: SAC, LOUISVILLE
FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) -P-
RE: " MURKIN

Reference St. Louis teletype to Bureau, 5/20/68.

} For ‘information of Louisville and Omaha
Divisions, which did not receive referenced teletype,
the St. Louis Division aVvised as follows on 5/20/68:

IVAN DALE UNDERWOOD, former inmate, Missouri
State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, on 5/20/68
advised he was not acquainted with JAMES EARL RAY while
UNDERWOOD was. incarcerated at the Missouri State Penitentiary.
On basis of*name and photograph, UNDERWOOD believes RAY
is identiCal with an individual who worked with RALPH__ é*vﬂ“'("
RENFBQZfor a short period during the late 1950's at
Jopljifh, Missouri. RENFRO carried on a furnace and
he 1ng business and would "finger" residence and
buginess establishments in Joplin area. On pretext of
free dinspection of premises, RENFRO would gain entrance
to case establishment for possible robbery or burglary,
or if the owner was gullible, he would attempt to sell a
new heating unit. As of 18 months ago, RENFRO was working
at an independent oil company service station on 20th
Street in Joplin, Missouri, and hung out at Elmer's Bar,
Main Street, also at Joplin.

4 ‘_7_ x?‘ /
@2 Louisville “;' /«'-*3?0

2 Memphis (44-1987) . ;
2 Omaha 2 ,1“
Y68,

2 Kansas City
JWJ :tlw

(8) L/C,

~1y—~_ —— —

Approved: ‘Sent . M Per
ecial n Charge
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UNDERWOOD claims he knew RAY only ‘through
their mutual association with RENFRO,

UNDERWOOD described RENFRO as a white male,
age 42,

UNDERWOOD wishes his identity be concealed
as the source of the above information.

In an effort to locate and Ainterview RALPH

RENFRO to determine if he had in the past employed JAMES

EARL RAY or had any knowledge as to his whereabouts, the
following investigation was conducted by SAs JOSEPH W,
JACKSON and LAWRENCE R, NOLAN:

AT JOPLIN,MISSOURI ”

A On 5/21/68 a review of Polk's City Directory
for Joplin, Missouri, 1956-1967 editions, failed to reveal
any information regarding RALPH RENFRO,

On 5/21/68 a review of the current combined
telephone directory for Joplin, Carl Junction, Carterville,
and Webb City, Missouri, area failed ‘to reveal a telephone
Tisted to RALPH RENFRO,

On 5/21/68 IRENE CLARK, Clerk, Records and
Jdentification Bureau, Police Department; CLENNIS EUGENE
COPELAND, Chief Deputy Sheriff, and RACHEL BRAXTON, Credit

‘Bureau, all advised records of their respective offlces

contained no reference to RALPH RENFRO and that they had
never known anyone by that name as a resident of Joplin,
Missouri.

On 5/21/68 the following individuals all stated
they did not know RALPH RENFRO as either a present or former
resident of Joplin, Missouri:

EARL FORTNER, Records and Identification
Officer, Police Department;

WALTER H, FLENNER, Captain of Detectives,
Police Department;

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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HAROLD ABBEN, Detective, Police Department;
W. T. NAYLOR, Dispatcher, Police Department;
OLEN J., DANIELS, Detective, Police Department;
JOHN EUBANKS, Lieutenant, Police Department.
On 5/21/68 JAMES H, RENTFRO, Branch Manager,

Lairmore®s Armored Car Serv1ce, advised while he did not
know RALPH RENFRO it seemed to him RALPH RENFRO about two

‘years ago had briefly been employed at the Consumers

Service Station, Inc., 2002 Main Street, Joplin. RENTFRO
stated while he had never met RALPH RENFRO, that he,

JAMES H. RENTFRO, recalled having been asked by his
brother-in-law, HAL N. STEPHENS, Manager, Consumers
Service Station, Inc., if he was any kin to RALPH RENFRO,
an attendnt at the station, and that he, JAMES H, RENTFRO,
had replied that he had never heard of and was no kin to
anyone named RALPH RENFRO. In this regard, RENTFRO said
he had never met RALPH RENFRO and had no idea as ‘to his
present location.

On 5/21/68 Patrolman WILLIAM R, STEPHENS, Police

Department, advised an individual named RENFRO had brlefly

worked for HAL N, STEPHENS, his father, at the Consumers
Service Station, Inc., 2002;Main;'however,.Patrolman STEPHENS
related he had never met RENFRO and had no information as

to the latter named individual's whereabouts. He also advised
he was of ‘the opinion HAL N, STEPHENS had discharged RENFRO
nearly two years ago, possibly for drinking on the :job.

On 5/22/68 HAL N, STEPHENS, Manager, Consumers
Service Station, Inc., advised he had hired a drifter named
RALPH RENFRO to work as an attendant on 4/2/66, and had
fired RENFRO for drinking on the job on 6/22/66. RENFRO
was not reliable, drank heavily, always drew against his
earnings, and has not been seen by STEPHENS since he was
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On 5/22/68 ELMER COY, owner, Elmer's Place,
903 Main, a tavern catering ‘to "Skid Row" types,
advised he recalled RALPH RENFRO as a drifter who had
worked briefly at a service station in Joplin and as
a former patron, COY said he had not seen RENFRO in
Joplin in over a year and did not have the slightest
idea where RENFRO might be located at -‘this time.

On 5/22/68 HELEN GLOVER, Cook, Helen'!s Cafe,
903} Main, mother-in-law of GEORGE WAENE DOTY, who was
arrested by SA JOSEPH W, JACKSON on 12/28/67 for the
armed robbery omn 9/29/67 of the Scott Valley Bank,
Fort Jones, California, advised she recalled RALPH
RENFRO as a customer at the cafe when he had been employed
as an attendant in an area service station. Mrs. GLOVER
said RENFRO had disappeared from Joplin a year or so
ago and that she did not have the slightest idea as to
his present location.

ADMINISTRATIVE:
On 5/22/68 ROBERT BENTLEY, Superintendent of

Mails, advised no change of address cards had been filed
by either RALPH RENFRO or EMMA JEAN WHIPPLE, aka Mrs.

Floyd Whipple, when they moved from 2124 Adele Street,

Joplin, Missouri, and that the present location of ‘these
individuals is unknown ‘to him.

LEADS:
LOUISVIELE DIVISION
Athexington; Kentﬁcky:
1) Will, through CURTIS RENFRO, Standard 0il

Company Service Station, endeavor to establish the whereabouts
of RALPH RENFRO, whose interview is desired in order to
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