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Louisville(44-947) 5-27-68
' * ' . • ■ ■ ’ * . '

Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN ■:7 : \ '

Reference is. made to LSlet of 5-21-68.

It is* not necessary to interview Carl and Anne Braden
at this time

1 - Memphis (info)

SEARCHED' ^y..lraaLJ 
SERIALIZED <£,„„FiLED’,>

.’•.MAY-2 88338
FBI — LOjj|SVILL6<
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OSA PFMR (41 CFR) WWW =

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO :Louisville (44-947)

/FROM director, FBI (44-38861)

date: 5-27-68

subject:MURKIN

Reference is made to LSlet of 5-21-68.

It is not necessary to interview Carl and Anne Braden 
at this time.

1 - Memphis (info)

IMO-IM
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FD-280 (Rev. ;

DECODED COPY j

BRadio □Teletype 1

URGENT g-lU-68-- ’ • .--j

'..TO ■•' ALL-FIELD DIVISIONS ,- ■ ' ' , j

from director: ' ?

MURK IN ■ ■ ' ■ ' ■ i

IN. VIEW OF FACT TH AT-SUBJECt’'SPENT A CONS IDERABLE SUM OF MONEY FROM ' 

APRILTWO THREE, ONE NINELsiX SEVEN-TO APRIL FOUR,. ONE NINE SIX EIGHT,

• AND.'THE SOURCE OF HIS 'MONEY HA-SNOJ' BEEN DETERM I NED,; HIS PHOTOGRAPH' 

SHOULD BE -D I SPLAYED TO APRROPR I A TE ..W 1 TNESSES IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERIES 

AND BANK BURGLARIES 1N , THOSE INSTANCES. WHERE WITNESSES ARE’AVAILABLE.-

YOU SHOULD ALSO CONSIDER -THE -REQUESTING OF POLICE DEPARTMENTS TO DISPLAY 

»KXRXXP-HO^OGRAPH-OF ’ RAY TO- WITNESSES IN THE 1 R-..UNSOLVED ROBBERIES.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.:' ,

TOR 2-1.5 PM NV ’ ' ' : /

If the .intelligence, contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau,, it is suggested that it be suitably 
t paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O: 14176



URGENT &.1M8 \

TO ALL FIELD DIVISIONS

FROM. DIRECTOR,

MURKl'N ’ >

IN VIEW OF FACT THAT SUBJECT SPENT A CONSIDERABLE SUM OF MONEY FROM 

APRIL TWO THREE, ONE NINE SIX SEVEN TO.APRIL FOUR, ONE NINE SIX EIGHT, 

AND THE SOURCE OF,HIS MONEY HAS NOT BEEN DETERMINED, HIS PHOTOGRAPH 

SHOULD BE DISPLAYED TO APPROPRIATE WITNESSES IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERIES 

AND BANK BURGLAR IES•IN THOSE INSTANCES WHERE WITNESSES ARE AVAILABLE* 

YOU SHOULD ALSO CONSIDER THE REQUESTING OF POLICE DEPARTMENTS TO DISPLAY 

BKXRXXPHOjOGRAPH OF RAY TO WITNESSES IN THEIR UNSOLVED ROBBERIES*

ARMED AND DANGEROUS*.

TOR 2-13 PM FJV . . . ’ •



FD'JS (Rev. :$«22-64)

FBI •

Date: 5/29/68 '

Transmit the following in - ....... -.............. -. . _........ ,. .............. ; -.. ....... .... . „ ....J
(Type in plaintext or .code) I

Via_______ URIEL_______________ ._______________    '
' (Priority)..... '' i

TO: SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947)

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

RE: CHECK OF UNIDENTIFIED DEAD

The Louisville Division is requested to contact 
LEWIS BUSH, Director, Bureau of Vital Statistics, Depart­
ment of Health, Trankfort, Ky., and obtain the listing 
of funeral directors for the state of Kentucky.

Louisville will thereafter circularize these 
funeral directors for the purpose of ascertaining identity 
of all unidentified white deceased males from the date of 
4/4/68 and thereafter with the view in mind of establishing 
whether subject RAY is deceased.

The Memphis Division will request Louisville to 
discontinue this unidentified dead survey in this matter 
upon subject’s apprehension or when no reason exists to 
maintain this survey in effect.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

Airt

Tele 7Pe____________

^y=~tuxrisvil le 
,2 - Memphis
RFBmnir

Spe c .'Dei':..“HI

Registered

Sent >
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' 5/29/66

AIRTEL

TO: SAC,. LOUISVILLE (44-947) /

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44Tlp87) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

RE: CHECK OF UNIDENTIFIED DEAD

. The Louisville Division is requested to contact 
. LEWIS BUSH,. Director, Bureau of Vital Statistics, Depart­
ment of Health, Frankfort,' Ky., and obtain the listing 
of funeral directors for the state of Kentucky..

Louisville will thereafter circularize these 
funeral directors for. the purpose of ascertaining identity

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



5/31/68

AIRTEL AISU

TO: DIRECTOR, JBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947)

■ RE: KURKIN *

Ra Butel to all offices dated 5/22/68. .

’ Ro Driver's License Check. . :

Investigation conducted by the Louisville Office at both 
the Driver's License Bureau# Frankfort, Ky., State Capital, 
and at the Jefferson Co. Driver's License Bureau# Louisville# 
reflects*that a check of individual driver's license applications 
would be highly impractical and virtually prohibitive for the 
following listed reasons: .

On 5/24/66# contact van had with Mr. HAROLD FOB, Direc­
tor of the Driver's License Bureau# Louisville# Ry., and with 
Lt. ROGER WILHOIT, 6/27/68# the latter Director# Driver's 
License Bureau# Department of Public Safety, Fkakfort# Ky., 
who advised as follows:

There are approximately 2 Million separate files in the 
Drivers License Bureau representing holders of Kentucky Opera­
tor's Licenses - - - -These records can be searched either through
the code number assigned to each' separate licensee or . 
alphabetically There is no wanner by which the records can. be 
searched as to a specific date of birth or age group and in 
order to accomplish this each file Jacket would have to be 
searched individually. WILHOIT stated even if sufficient man­
power were available to search these records# it would take an 

. extremely long tine to accomplish# probably as meh as several^ 
non ths. • ' . • q

3- Bureau
2- Memphis 
if Louisville

IS""
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' - VXlWr stated Ms department searches and files the 
drivers license applications or renewals received from all of 
the 120 ^counties in the state as they are received in Jwufcfort, 
At the present tine all of the April* 1968, applications and re­
novels have been filed and the department is working on the 
group received in the Bureau as late as May 17, 1968. WILHOIT 
also stated that the applications for hew drivers licenses are 
not filed separate from the renewals and there is a standard card 
utilised through the service with check marks appearing thereon 
where the applicant for a driver’s license checks whether his . 
request is for a new license or for a renewal. It was only 
VILHOXT's estimate, but he stated that applicants for new licensee 
in the state total approximately 5,000 monthly.

WILHOIT added that it would be a physical ispossilllity 
to check these drivers license records during a usual work day 
because of other coamitsents in the department, that his office 
is presently understaffed and if the work was to be done, in 
searching these 2 million records, it would have to be done after 
hours and time and a half overtime would have to be paid all of 
the employees. WILHOIT stated that it was only a rough estimate, 

, but he believed the cost of searching these records would run 
about four cents a file. There is no state appropriation to 
meet this expense* With regard to a team of SBI Agents searching 
these records, WILHOIT stated that it would, not be desirable 
to have any outsiders to go through the Bureau's records, no matter 
how responsible they might be. He pointed out that the Department 

' of Public Safety has a responsibility to the public in reporting 
to the different examining stations prior traffic offenses for 
drivers license applicants and if one of these files on an 
offender was misplaced or misfiled and the offender was issued 
a legitimate driver's license, and then became involved in a 
aerial accident, the State of Kentucky would be liable fem a 
civil standpoint for not identifying the applicant as a prior 
offender.

WILHOIT advised that when any applicant for a ne* 
license in the State of Kentucky makes an application, he would 
do so through any of the 120 counties in the state and would 
be required to take a written examination and even a driver's 
test regardless of Aether he was licensed in another state. 
WILHOIT stated that tease driver's tests are administered by 
examiners of the Kentucky State Police assigned to each of the 
counties in the state and as a practical manner in attempting 
to locate subject, JAMES EARL BAT, the individual license 
examiners could be contacted and shown the available photographs

- . ' . -2- ' :
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IS 44-947

of MY to deterwine if he applied for a driver’s license in 
the state.

In vie* of the above, ®(B, the Louisville Office will 
contact each individual drivers license examiner in each of 
the 120 counties displaying and leaving wanted flyers on the 
subject with these examiners requesting that they be on the 
alert for any infomation indicating possible application for 
driver’s license on the part of HAY. Efforts will be wade at 
the sane tine to determine if anyone sneering the description 
of HAY has made application during April and Hay of this year.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) 5/28/68

SA THOMAS F. KELLERMAN

MURKIN

On 5/27/68 Lt. ROGER WILHOIT, Director, Drivers 
License Bureau, Department of Public Safety, Frankfort, Ky., 
advised as follows:

There are approximately 2 million separate files in 
the Drivers License Bureau representing holders of Kentucky 
Operator's Licenses. These record# can be searched either 
through the code number assigned to each separate licensee or 
alphabetically. There is no manner by which,the records can 
be searched as to a specific date of birth or age group 
and in order to accomplish this each file jacket would have to 
be searched individually. WILHOIT stated even if' sufficient man­
power were available to search these records it would take an 
extremely long time to accomplish, probably as much,as. several 
months.

WILHOIT stated his department searches and files the 
drivers license applications or renewals received from all of 
the 120 counties in the state as they are received in Frankfort. 
At the present time all of the April, 1968, applications and 
renewals have been filed and the department Is working on the 
group received in the Bureau as late as May 17, 1968. WILHOIT 
also stated that the applications for new drivers licenses are 
not filed separate from the renewals and there is a standard card 
utilized through the service with check, marks appearing 
thereon where the applicant for a driver's license checks 
whether his request is for a new license or for a renewal. It 
was only WILHOIT'S estimate, but he stated, that applicants for 
new licenses in the state total approximately 5,000 monthly.

WILHOIT added that it would be a physical impossibility 
to check these drivers license records during a usual work day 
because of other commitments in the department,, that his office 
is presently understaffed and if the work was. to be done, in
searching these 2 million records: it would have to be done after

TFKzwgc
r
«f l*-‘—'-m.r

hWuv

MAY 2.3195a
FBI — LOUISVILLE
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LS 44-947

hours and tine and a half overtine would have to be paid, all of 
the employees * WILHOIT stated it was only a rough estimate, but 
he believed the cost ofsearching these records would run about 
four cents a file. There is no state appropriation to neet this 
expense. With regard to a team of FBI Agents searching these 
records, WILHOIT stated it would not be desirable to have any 
outsiders to go through the Bureau's records no matter how 
responsible they might be. He pointed out that the Department 
of Public Safety has a responsibility to the public in reporting 
to the different examining stations prior traffic offenses 
for drivers license applicants and if one of these files on an 
offender was misplaced or misfiled and the offender was issued 
a legitimate driver's license and then became involved in a 
serious accident the<State of Kentucky would be liable from a 
civil standpoint for not identifying the applicant as a prior 
offender.

WILHOIT advised that when any applicant for a new 
license in the State of Kentucky makes an application, he would 
do so through any of the. 120 counties in the state and would 
be required to take a written examination and even a driver's 
test regardless of whether he was licensed in another state, 
WILHOIT stated that these driver's tests are administered by 
examiners of the Kentucky State Police assigned to each of the 
counties in the state and as a practical, manner in attempting 
to locate subject, JAMES EARL RAY, the individual license 
examiners could be contacted and shown the available photographs 
of RAY to determine If he. applied for a driver's license in the 
state.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1*62 ECHTION 
OSA FPM* <41 CW 101-114

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) date: 5/28/68

FROM : SA THOMAS F. KELLERMAN

subject: MURKIN

On 5/27/68 Lt. ROGER WILHOIT, Director, Drivers 
License Bureau, Department of Public Safety, Frankfort, Ky., 
advised as follows:

There are approximately 2 million separate files in 
the Drivers License Bureau representing holders of Kentucky 
Operator’s Licenses. These records can be searched either 
through the code number assigned to each separate licensee or 
alphabetically. There is no manner by which the records can 
be searched as to a specific date of birth or age group 
and in order to accomplish this each file jacket would have to 
be searched individually. WILHOIT stated even if sufficient man­
power were available to search these records it would take an 
extremely long time to accomplish, probably as much as several 
months.

WILHOIT stated his department searches and files the 
drivers license applications or renewals received from all of 
the 120 counties in the state as they are received in Frankfort. 
At the present time all of the April, 1968, applications and 
renewals have been filed and the department is working on the 
group received in the Bureau as late as May 17, 1968. WILHOIT 
also stated that the applications for new drivers licenses are 
not filed separate from the renewals and there is a standard card 
utilized through the service with check marks appearing 
thereon where the applicant for a driver’s license checks 
whether his request is for a new license or for a renewal. It 
was only WILHOIT’S estimate, but he stated that applicants for 
new licenses in the state total approximately 5,000 monthly.

WILHOIT added that it would be a physical impossibility 
to check these drivers license records during a usual work day 
because of other commitments in the department, that his office 
is presently understaffed and if the work was to be done, in 
searching these 2 million records it would have,-to be done after

MW-WI

TFK:wgc 
(2)
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LS 44-947

hours and time and a half overtime would have to be paid all of 
the employees. WILHOIT stated it was only a rough estimate, but 
he believed the cost ofsearching these records would run about 
four cents a file. There is no state appropriation to meet this 
expense. With regard to a team of FBI Agents searching these 
records, WILHOIT stated it would not be desirable to have any 
outsiders to go through the Bureau's records no matter how 
responsible they might be. He pointed out that the Department 
of Public Safety has a responsibility to the public in reporting 
to the different examining stations prior traffic offenses 
for drivers license applicants and if one of these files on an 
offender was misplaced or misfiled and the offender was issued 
a legitimate driver's license and then became involved in a 
serious accident the<State of Kentucky would be liable from a 
civil standpoint for not identifying the applicant as a prior 
offender.

WILHOIT advised that when any applicant for a new 
license in the State of Kentucky makes an application, he would 
do so through any of the 120 counties in the state and would 
be required to take a written examination and even a driver's 
test regardless of whether he was licensed in another state. 
WILHOIT stated that these driver's tests are administered by 
examiners of the Kentucky State Police assigned to each of the 
counties in the state and as a practical manner in attempting 
to locate subject, JAMES EARL RAY, the individual license 
examiners could be contacted and shown the available photographs 
of RAY to determine if he applied for a driver's license in the 
state.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEI LOUISVLE ■ . ' . • 1

FBI NIA? ORLS - ■ ■
I12PM 5-89-68 URGENT LWH • '

TO’ DIRECTOR (MAIL), JACKSON AMD LOUISVILLE ' ■ . ■

FROM NEW 'ORLEANS L57-106.73 ’ ' " ■ ' . .

.MURKIN ' ' ’ . ' . ' ' ’ .
. ' • . , / ■ , ।

, ; RE LOS.ANGELES TELETYPE. DIRECTOR NAZ TWENTYETGHT^ . • •

SIXTYELGHT, AND NEW ORLEANS TELETYPE TO DIRECTORIAL'’TOiNlYNlNE, 

SI XTYEIGHT. ' ' ' . . ■ ■ < , :

RE' JAMES. C. HARDIN- ' ' ' i

• ' FOR INFORMATIO.N JACKSON AND LOUISVILLE, WHO HAVE’ NOT 

PREVIOUSLY, RECEIVED CO'PIES OF RE TELETYPES, THE FOLLOWING' ' . 

BACKGROUND SET FORTH; ■ ' ' '

■ REFERENCED LOS ANGELES TELETYPE ADVI SED- ACCORDING ' TO

ALLAN’0. .THOMPSON, MANAGER, ST. 'FRANCIS HOTEL, LOS ANGELES, 

HE 'HAD CONVERSATION ^HTH CAUCASIAN MALE, WHOM HE .REFUSES

TO IDENTIFY,. WHICH PROMPTED HIS RECOLLECTION OF CERTAIN EVENTS . 

AS CONCERNS JAMES EARL RAY NOT EARLIER RECALLED.'' THOMPSON

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO ■ - \ ■ ■ ■ . ; - .

SMDTHIS UNNAMED.” INDIVIDUAL INQUIRED ABOUT THE RELATIONSHIP 

BETWEEN- JAMES E^RL RAY, . AKA ERI C ' STARVO GALT, AND A CAUCASIAN 

MALE BY-THE NAME OF JAMES HARDIN., THOMPSON' SAID THIS UNNAMED . " 

..ilYDIVl DUAL'APPROACHED HIM IN EFFORT TO.'QUOTE GET A PIECE OF / 

THE'-ACTION UNQUOTE CbNCER&ING THE REWARD'MOl^ THOMPSON SAID'- 

THAT AS’RESULT- TH I S' CON VERSATI ON j HENO'W1 RECALLS'DURING PERIOD ' 

-MARCH OK'E LAST TO- MARCti SEVENTEEN LAST HE RECEIVED CALL FOR 

.ERI'C ,G AULT-.WHILE OPERATING HOTEL SWI-TCHBOARD. THOMPSON- SAID ; ■ 

WHEN.. HE’ ADVISED TRE- CALLER. ERJ C GALT HAD NO- TELEPHONE IN HIS’’ / 

'.ROOM,' THE'MAN' REQUESTED HIM’ TO-LEAVE MESSAG^ FOR ERI G GALT

TO'.CALL JAMES C.. HARDEN COLLECT. ■ THI S' CALLER PROVIDED THE1 .CITY ’ 

AND OPERATOR NUMBER,- AS 'WELL. AS NAME JAMES Q. HARDIN.. 'THOMPSON'

■ said-he-relayed this information, to. galtt ’.Thompson advised

HE WAS QUITE SURE AS TO-SPELLING'’OF .NAME..

A THOMPSON ADV I SED. THAT: SUBSEQUENT .TO'.INITIAL TELEPHONE CALL'./ 

THERE WAS ONE OTHER, POSSIBLY TWQ,\CALLS BY' THIS • SAME; INDI VI DUAL. 

HE ADVI SED TRI S 'CALLS CAME .FROM BOTH. ATLANTA AND NEW ORLEANS. ''■

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE". THREE ! '

HE’. SAID’SUBSEQUENT TO THESE TELEPHONE CALLS A' PERSON WHO ’

IDENTIFI-ED HIMSELF AS JAS'ES: C. HARDlN CAM-E ■ TO ST* . FRANCI S HOTEL 

SOMETIME DURING PERIOD OF MARCH' ONE. TO • SEVENTEEN* • SIXTYEIGHT. 

HE ADVlSEli THIS INDIVIDUAL D'lD NOT ' RESIDE AT-ST. FRANCI S ■.HOTEL. 

THOMPSON. DESCRIBED THI S JNDI V<I DUAL AS. MALE. CAUCASIAN* THIRTY- ■ 

five to .forty*Five seven to fiveDeighttn.height* one'forty 
TO-'ONE FIFTY.-'POUNDS*' DARK. HAI R-. COMBED • BACK* ; NEAT* EYES ■ 

POSSIBLY -DARK*' SLENDER "BUILD* DARK’.COMPLEXION* SLI GHTLY' ACNE 

SCARRED*' -SPOKE -HI'TH SLIGHT' SOUTHERN ACCENT.'. ' ' ' ' '

v THOMPSON ■ SA ID THE.' INDI VI DUAL -WHO BROUGHT HARDIN TQ'HI S

ATTENTION .DOES. NOT WISH TO IDENTIFY HIMSELF.. ^HE SAID HE .

B EL I EVES TH I S DNp IVI DUAL' I S SUBJECT' OF • 0. UTSTANDI NG WARRAN T . FO R 

SOME UNKNOWN -OFFENSE. ' ' THOMPSON WAS ADVISED ;0F IMPORTANCE'. OF' 

/THIS RATTER'AND* 'FURTHER* THAT HE/COULD. • POB^^ BE.'SUBPOENAED 

TO, PROVIDE ABOVE' INFORMATION^ THOMPSON SAID' HE MADE PROMISE- < 

TO-. THIS INDIVIDUAL 'WHICH’.HE FULLY INTENDS' TO KEEP. ' HE : STATED. ’

TTMULD TAKE COURT" ACTION TO INDUCT HIM TO.- -IDENTIFY--THI S 

individual.. v

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



•.'Page', four : 1

THOMPSON. .SAID.-THE' INDIVIDUAL -WHOM HE- REFUSED TO ,IDENTIFY

. ‘ SAID HE.SAt Nm TO JAMES EARL'RAY^ AKA ERIC STARVO. GALT, ■ . p 

AND HARDIN. .THOMPSON' SAI D •.THI S INDIVI DUAL ■MAINTAINED HE.- • -

•^.OVERHEARD. GALT./cALL THE OTHER •"J..C• ’ " - . ; \

■ NEH ORLEANS, INDICES CONT-AINED''^

1 .-THE NAME. !OF JAMES 'C. 'HARDIN. -A ' ' , ' ■

I NDI GES 'REVEALED REFERENCE. FOR O'NE. JAMES HARDING NOT . V 

' FURTHER: I DENTIFY NO'.FILE ONE '.FIVE' SEVEN - TWO Twd-DNE^

. .HURTLE. ONE FIVE SEVEN •- FOUR-ZERO. ONE> JACKSON' FILE ONE 

TIVLSEVEN'- TW,0 ZERO.- ' THUS .-CASE CAPTIONEb', DES OF

'UNIVERSITY' OF MISSISSIPPI; ' RM, QOJ? AEO, CONSPIRACY. TFiIS \‘ 

'REFERENCE COULD NOT BE,'REVIEWED.,-AS ENTIRE .'FILE SENI^ JACKSON

- IN AUSUSTX/SjjnfrFOl^ JACKSON OFF I CE' OPENED? ' -

■ .' . NEW .ORLEANS. INDICES''. ALSO CONTAIN' REFERENCE ON UNE J. C.

HARIJIN'i. ''NOT. FURTHER. I DENTIFIED.C IN THE-CASE INVOLVING. THE. ■ 

SOUTHERN . CONFE^  ̂ EDUCATiONAL FUND; . I S' - C./DUFILE' '

ONE’.ZERO- '^ERO - ONE/ ZERO THREE FIVE, .FIVEV, NEW ORLEANS^ FILE' •

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE.E'lVE

ONE, ZERO' ZERO .SEVEN FIVE .NINE. THIS NAME APPEARED ON ;EI GHT / 

TWE^IYFIVE FOOT ■ ROOLS OF PHOTO' RECORD FILM CONTAINING 

PHOTOGRAPPHS OF "CARDS'BEARING NAMES OF- PERSONS.ON FINANCIAL

■ RECORDS, MAILING LISTS OkSCEbN AS WELL A'SLISTS OF''SUBSCRI SERS. . 

TO- SOUTHERN-.PATRIOT. THIS FILM NOT AVAILABLE FOR REVIEJb BUT 

SENT LOUISVILLE ON AUGUST EIGHT,. SIXTY S1X> WHEN LQU.I SVILLE

MADE. GRIG LN' IN INVESTIGATION OF SCEF.'

/ . JACKSON- SHOULD REVIEW-INDICES. FOR ANY INFORMATION

■/Ji FI ABLE -WITH JAMES C-.. HARDIN, JAMES ■ HARD. t'N. OR J. ,C.

HARDIN. TN-PARTICULAR, REVIEW. REFERENCE CONTAINED- IN YOUR- - 

AFIVE.ONE FIVE 'SEVEN TWO ZERO, RE' JAMES, HARDIN FOR, POSSIBLE 

■ ASSISTANCE, 'THE'NEW...ORLEANS' REFERENCE f6r'-JAMES HARplNIS "

■ONE FIVE .SEVEN - TWO ’TWO ONE TWO ’ZERO THREE SIX, pAgE • •

• ETGHTYFtM • ' ;

LOUI SVILLE SHOULD REVLEW INDICES FOR ,ANY INFORMATION 7

I.#EN.l:iF;M^ JAMES C. HARDINS H A RD IN ■ AN D' ■ JAMELS

' HARDIN1'AND, IN PARTICULAR, REjVlEW ‘TIIE- REFERENCE-QN^ HARDIN

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE, SIX

MENTIONED AROUVE, WHICH -IS CONTAINED IN THE SCEF FILE. FOR

POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE OF LOUISVILLE, THE. NEW ORLEANS KEF EREN UE

IS ONE -ZERO ZERO - SEVEN FIVE NINE - ONE B NINE.

JACKSON AND LOUISVILLE SHQULD ADVISE BUREAU AND APPROPRIATE.

OFFICE^ OF RESULTS OF T$I S INVESTIGATION. '

ATLANTA, LOS ANGELES AND MEMPHI S' ADVISED .AI RMAIL.

' ’ ARMED ,AND'DANGEROUS. \ 1 .

END' . . ’ '

■HAW • ■ • - •

FSL LOUISVLE( ' . ■ ■ - ■ ; I, . ■ * ‘ -
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s' i LOUiNVLE

F J NEW OHLS

? 1 ‘ - >-A I ^ ’I L

- TO LlKECTOp (MAIL), JACKSON AND LOUISVILLE

F O ’ NEW OcLE NS L57-10673

MURK IN

pE LOS ANGELES KLITYPf 1 1 H Kit- KY K. b NTX hl GHT, 

SlxWlGHl, /M NEW OhLiu M TELETYPE 10 I 11. ECTO A KEY TWhNlxN1 NE» 

SI ' '1 HEIGHT .

E K.LEJ C. HA ri IN.

FOh INFOhMATIO N JACKIN ‘ Ni LOUISVILLE, wHO'H/V: NOT

PREVIOUSLY pEUEIVE! COPIES OF HE TELETYPES, THE FOLLOWING

I i K<H. 0UM SE I FOETH!

REFERENCE! LOS ANGELES TELETYPE ALVlStD /LGOkIING 10

ALL/N 0. THOMPSON, MANAGER, SI. FnANUJS HOTEL, LOS ANGELES,

HE H; i CONVERSATION WITH CAUCASIAN YALE, WHOM HE REFUSES

TO IDENTIFY, WHICH PROMPTED HIS KE t-OLLEGT 1 ON Ob Uhl.TAIN EVENTS

YS CONCERNS JAMES EA^L KAY -01 E/kLI U. iJ'ALLEL. THOMPSON

FBI—LOUISVIU
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PAGE THREE

HF iUDSEOUENl TO THESE TI LE PHONE CALLS A Pi U ON WHO

IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS JANES.C. HAU IN CAME TO SI. FRANCIS HOTEL

SOMETIME LURING PERIOD OF ItCH ONE 10 SEVENTEEN, S1XTYUGH1

HE ADVISED THIS INDIVIDUAL Lil NOT n&Sl I E I ST. F. ANU IS HOTEL

THOU-SCD US(U ED THIS INDIVIDUAL AS -ULE CAUCASIAN, THIRTY

FIVE 10 FORTY,FIVE SEWN 10 FIVE EIGHT IN HEIGHT, ONE FORTY

TO ON F i F»T f POUN DS* DARK HAIR G( EI CK* NEJ T . EYE S

POSSIPLY DA: K, SLENDER i U1LD* LUU COMPLEXION, SLIGHTLY ACNE

SCARRED, SPOKE WITH SLIGHT SOUTHERN ACCENT

THOMPSON SMI THE INDIVIDUAL WHO UOUGHT HAM IN 10 HIS

ATTENTION DOU NOT WISH 10 IDENTIFY

E LI E VF S THIS 1 N1 1V11 UAL IS 11 JE C T

SOME’ UNKNOWN OFFENSE. THOMPSON JAS

HIMSELF. HE SAIL HE

OF OUTSTANDING ..MijtANT FOR

ADVISED OF DU'UUicNCE 01

Dll' MATTER AN!, FURTHER. TH 1 HE CAUL! POSSIbLY r SUHPOENAtL

'10 PROVIDE A OVE INFORMTlOf THOMPSON 111 HE MAL E. HiiO. : I SE­

TO

I 1

THIS INDIVIDUAL WHICH HE FULLY INTENDS 10 KEEP Hr Slflhl

OULJ TAKI GODET ACTION 10 INDUCT HI TO IDENTIFY THIS

M ivn th.i
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PAGE FOUR ‘ .

THOMPSOC SM1 IHi IMIVIDUAL WHO'1 nJ REFUSE! '10 IDENTIFY 

SAI! HE SAT NEXT '10 JAMS E7HL HAY, AK- ERIC SIAKVd GALT, 

AND HARDIN. THOMPSON 5AI1 THIS IM 1V 11 UAL MAINTAlNEL HE 

OVERHEARD GALT GALL THE 0THE1 J.C.

new Orleans indices cokimnei no he co hi of anyone uy

THE NAME OF JAMES C. HARDIN., '

IM ICES REVEALED REFERENCE FOR ONE JAMES HARDIN, NOT 

FURTHER IDENTIFIED, NO FILE ONE FIVE SEVEN - TWO TWO ONE, 

bUFILF ONE FIVE SEVEN - FOUR ZERO ONE, JACKSON FILE ONE 

FIVE SEVEN - TWO ZERO. THIS CASE CAPTIONED DE SSEGEE ATI ON OF 

UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI? KM, OOJ, AFO, CONSPIRACY. THIS 

REFERENCE COULD NOT BE REVIEWED AS ENTIRE FILE. SENT JACKSON 

IN AUGUST, SIXTYFOUh, AT IKE JACKSON OFFICE OPENED.

NEW ORLEANS IM IGES ALSO CONTAIN REFERENCE ON ONE J. L. 

HARDIN, NOT FURTHER IIEKUFIEJ, IF 1HE CASE INVOLVING THE 

SOUTHERN CONFERNE.CE EDUCATIONAL fund; IS - C, bUFILE 

ONE ZERO ZERO - ONE ZERO THREE FIVE FIVE, NEW ORLEANS FILE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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To: // BUFILE: 44-38861
'0 Director FILE U&44-941.-----
Att.: Mechanical_SeGilon 

Title —MURKIN------ --
I ,1 Mv ^w-^w^-wi^bw^^

Q ASAC------------- ------ -------------------------------------------------- -------
QSupv. JMWMMnftNrt^HMMMMMMAMB

O Agent---------------------------- ~ ‘
OSE.------------------ -------------- -----------------------------------------------

Q Steno __—_________
O Clerk Q Rotor #:  

ACTION DESI RED

[~] Leads need attention
Q Return with explanation or notation as to action taken.

I*"] Acknowledge QOpen Case
O Assign____ Reassign-------- □ Prepare lead cards
Q Bring file □ Prepare tickler
□ Call ne f~l Return assignment card
F~1 Correct □ Return file
QI Deadline _______—___ _ £□ Search and return
QI Deadline passed OSee ne
Q Delinquent QSerial #____________________________
□ Discontinue □ Post (□ Recharge {□Return
O Expedite O^end to
□ File □ Submit new charge out

Q For information □J Submit report by -
□ Handle □ Type
Qlnitial & return

Please forward 250 additional copies of 
WF #442-A to the Louisville .Office *X^^7^3

1- Bureau
*1-) Louisville 
CAK/pam 
(2) j

See reverse side

^AC PALMER.T M. BAKEN, JR

Office Louisville________

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI LOUISVLE

FBI PITTSBGH . ,

5:34 PM EDST URGENT 6-2-68 WRJ

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861? BUTTE? DENVER? DETROIT AND LOUISVILLE

FROM PITTSBURGH 44-578

MURKIN

RE LOUISVILLE TEL JUNE ONE? LAST.

|^^H* ^^UHUN TING TON? W-VA.? FURNISHED FOLLOW­

ING INFORMATION FROM RECORDS TODAY:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO..

DEPRESS I ON LEFT TEMPLE. FATHER JOHN B, 

MOLLETT. MOTHER SARAH MOLLETT. BOONS CAMP. KY-. PERMANENT 

ADDRESS - WEEKSBURY. KY.. ADDRESS OF JAN. 'SIXTYSIX.

TWENTY WO EAST SECOND ST.. SALT LAKE CITY. UTAH- 

INVESTIGATION RE UNIDENTIFIED BODY FOUND WAYNE COUNTY. 

W.VA.. CONTINUING.

LOUISVILLE REVIEW RECORDS FOR ANY RECENT INFO RE 

MOLLETT'S WHEREABOUTS.

MAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END. ..

JBR „

FBI LOU1SVLE

P

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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BI LOUISVLE

FBI DENVER

12:12 PM MDT URGENT 6-2-68 KD

TO: DIRECTOR <44-388615/ .LOUISVILLE/ BUTTE/ DETROIT/ AND •

PITTSBURGH

FROM: DENVER <157-2035 2P

MURKIN*

RE LOUISVILLE TEL JUNE ONE/ LAST­

TELEPHONE NUMBER SIX TWO THREE DASH FOUR FOUR SIX ONE LISTED TO 

ETHEL T- GEORGE/ ONE NINE TWO. TWO GRANT ST-/ DENVER/ COLO- ONE NINE 

"two TWO GRANT IS ADDRESS OF GRANT HOTEL-
ON THIS DATE GEORGE ADVISED SHE IS ASSISTANT MANAGER OF GRANT 

HOTEL AND RESIDES IN ROOM, TWO- SHE HAS PRIVATE PHONE LISTED ABOVE AND 

ONLY OTHER TELEPHONE' IS LISTED TO GRANT HOTEL-

WILLIAM MOLLETT STAYED IN ROOM TWENTY FOUR BY HIMSELF FOR TWO 

MONTHS AND MOVED OUT APPROXIMATELY SIX WEEKS AGO'TO HERD SHEEP
J

BELIVED TO BE SOMEWHERE IN MONTANA. EMPLOYMENT IN DENVER UNKNOWN- 

GEORGE ADVISED MOLLETT USED TELEPHONE TO CALL BROTHER OR

SISTER IN KENTUCKY- SHE EXHIBITED TELEPHONE BILL SHOWING CALL MADE 

TO MELVIN KENTUCKY/ TELEPHONE NUMBER SIX ZERO SIX DASH NINE THREE 

EIGHT DASH TWO FOUR SIX EIGHT/ ON APRIL .FIVE/ LAST- THE BILL WAS 

ONE DOLLAR THIRTY FIVE CENTS WHICH MOLLETT PAID GEORGE IN CASH- 

END PAGE ONE ’ i

5aHUWL— ,W 196?
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PAGE TWO , , , ,

DN 157-203 ' •

GEORGE RECALLS CONVERSATION WAS ABOUT RELATIVES AND THAT SOME 

relative Had died.

THIS WAS ONLY TIME MOLLETT USED TELEPHONE. 

GEORGE DESCRIBED MOLLETT AS FIVE FEET FIVE .INCHES, SLIM

BUILD, GRAY HAIR, APPROXIMATELY FIFTYFIVE YEARS OLD. PHOTO OF 

JAMES EARL FAY SHOW AND GEORGE ADVJSED MOLLETT .IS DEFINITELY NOT 

RAY. -^Z^ '

TEL FURNISHED LOUISVILLE, BUTTE, DETROIT AND PITTSBURGH IN 

VIEW OF THEIR INVESTIGATION.

- ' ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

JMR

FBI LOUISVLE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



- I LOUlSVLE

F‘ 1 DENVER

18: ID i« -it UrGEM 6-2-68 Ei J

TO: Dlhr.CTOH <44-38861', LOU! SV IDLE» . UTT I * DETROIT* .-ND

PITTSHUKGH

FROM! DENVER <157-2031 2P

Elk; KIN.

Ri' LOUISVILLE TEL JUNE ONE* LAST.

TELEPHONE NUMBER SIX TWO THREE. EASH FOUR FOUR SIX ONE LISTED TO 

ETHEL '1 • GEORGE* ONE NINE T; 0 1 ;0 GRANT ST** DENVER* LOLO. ONI- NINE 

TWO TWO GRANT IS ADDRESS OF GHANI HOTEL.

ON TRIS DATE GEORGE / 'VISED SHE IS ASSISTANT MANAGE.- OF GRANT 

HOTEL AND BESIDES IK ROOM TWO. Shi- HAS PRIVATE PHONE LISTED Ai OVE AN1 

ONLY OTHER TELEPHONE IS LISTED TO GRANT HOHL.

WILLI M POLLITT STAZEi IN KOON IkENTT FOUR DY HIMSELF FOR TWO 

'■ OKT.it -KJ MOVM OUT APPROX 1 / TILY SIX ‘iKS .' GO TO HEKI SHEEr 

• ELIVED TO )■ SOMEWHERE IN MONTANA. EMPLOYMENT IN DENVER UNKNOWN.

GEORGE 'J VISED NOLLET! USM. TI LEPHONE TO CALL H/OTHEr OR 

SISTiR IN KENTUCKY* SHE J .r.I.- Il h'l TELEPHONE .ILL SHOW INK CALL MnLE 

TO <H.VU- KENTUCKY* TELE PHOM ND- I : 1X ZERO SIX 1 SH NINE T Rhl 

EIGHT I . SH TWO FOUR SEX EIGHT* ON APRIL FIVE, LAST. THE . ILL W< S. 

ONE DOLLAR THIRTY FIVE CENTS WHICH •0LLET1 PAU GEORGE IN CD SH. 

END PAGE ONE

SEARCHED..__^„INDEXED.^:........
SERIALIZED y^..,..FILED.f<Z~s

W2 1968
Fai — LOUISVILLE.
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PAR J- '1..0

IN 1^7-203

GEORGE. RECALLS COMERSATWN . . o-OUr RELATIVES

RELATIVE HaL l i. i

THIS ’AS ONLY TI-E MOLLKIT US!.' TELEPHONE

GEORGE LhSUliK.H OLLi-Vx SF1VE FEU FIVE

bUILD* gray hair, apphoxi^-hely fiftyfivi years

J(.v.fcS EARL RAY SnOJN AND GEORGE. ALVISEb COLLETT

RA Y

} i E .

1- Ml

OMR

INCHES* SLIM

IS DEFINITELY NOT

OLE. PHOTO OF

ANJ 7HZ 3 SOWN

TEL FURNISHER LOUISVILLE* - UTTE-* 'hTROM ANH UTlSrLIRGH IN

Ob' THE I H I NV 1- STI GA'i I ON .

ARMED AND LANGEHOUS

FBI LOUISVLE
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FD-ie (Rev, $-22-54)

F B I

.Date: 6-1-68

PLAINTEXTTransmit the following in

TELETYPE

(Type in plaintext ar code)

URGENT
(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), BUTTE, DENVER, DETROIT AND PITTSBURGH 

FROM LOUISVILLE (44-947)

MURKIN.

RE BUTTE TELEPHONE CALL TO LOUISVILLE' MAY THIRTYONE LAST.

FOR INFORMATION OF OTHER OFFICES REFERENCED BUTTE PHONE 

CALL ADVISED AS FOLLOWS:

ON MAY THIRTYONE LAST, PHOTO OF JAMES EARL RAY SHOWN TO 

LOCAL SALVATION ARMY, BUTTE, AT WHICH TIME OFFICIALS THERE CHOSE 

FROM THEIR REGISTER THE FOLLOWING THREE INDIVIDUALS AS CLOSELY 

RESEMBLING THE PHOTO OF RAY:

HARRY CONNORS, SOCIAL SECURITY NO. ^^^^^^^^H
BORN GLADSCOV, MONTEY, MEXICO; FERBER

OLSEN, SOCIAL SECURITY NO

BORN MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.; WILLIAM MOLLETT, SOCIAL

NO.

BORN VAN LEAR, KY., FIVE FT. SIX, ONE FORTY LBS., BLUE EYES, 

GRAY HAIR; PARENTS - JOHN B. AND SARAH MOLLETT (DECEASED); 

LVM/dS

co: Memphis (44-1987) (Jnfo) (AM)

(Searched.

Indexed

Approx M " Per'
Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LS 44-947 

PAGE TWO

NEAREST OF KIN , MAY SPEAR, MELVIN, KY. (SISTER); OCCUPATION 

COAL MINER; LAST PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT, LOGAN, UTAH. HE, MOLLETT, 

HAS PERFORMED HIS MILITARY OBLIGATION AND RECEIVED AN HONORABLE 

DISCHARGE.

ACCORDING TO OFFICIALS AT SALVATION ARMY, BUTTE, ABOVE 

THREE SUBJECTS WERE ALL TOGETHER DRIVING A SIXTYONE - SIXTYTWO 

(NOT FURTHER DESCRIBED) STATION WAGON. OFFICIALS OVERHEARD CON­

VERSATION AMONG THREE TO EFFECT THEY WERE TRAVELING TO SPOKANE, 

WASHINGTON. THEY REGISTERED NIGHT OF MAY THIRTY LAST AND CHECKED 

OUT MORNING OF MAY THIRTYONE LAST.

ON JUNE ONE INSTANT, JACK MOLLETT, WEEKSBURY, KY., BROTHER 

OF WILLIAM MOLLETT, ADVISED HE HAS NOT SEEN HIS BROTHER WILLIAM 

IN OVER TWO YEARS. MOLLETT ADVISED HE THOUGHT HIS BROTHER HAD 

BEEN KILLED IN WAYNE COUNTY, W.VA. OVER A YEAR AGO. MOLLETT 

STATED A SKELETON WHICH STRONGLY RESEMBLED HIS BROTHER WAS 

FOUND. MOLLETT STATED THE SKELETON WHICH HAD STEEL PLATE IN 

THE SKULL AND NO TEETH WAS FOUND WRAPPED IN ARMY BLANKET IN 

WOODS IN WAYNE COUNTY. MOLLETT STATED AUTHORITIES HAVE NEVER 

OFFICIALLY NOTIFIED HIM BUT HE BELIEVES BODY IS NOW IN CHARLES­

TON, W.VA.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LS 44-947

PAGE THREE

MOLLETT ADVISED, HOWEVER, HE RECEIVED PHONE CALL FROM 

HIS BROTHER IN FEB. SIXTYEIGHT AND AT THIS TIME HIS BROTHER 

ADVISED HIM HE WAS IN DENVER, COLORADO AND WAS DOING FINE. 

MOLLETT STATED ON APR. FIVE LAST HE RECEIVED A COLLECT CALL 

FROM HIS BROTHER IN DENVER. THE PHONE NUMBER THE CALL ORIGINATED 

FROM WAS SIX TWO THREE - FOUR FOUR SIX ONE, AND MOLLETT ADVISED 

IT SOUNDED LIKE IT CAME FROM A BAR BECAUSE OF BACKGROUND NOISES. 

MOLLETT STATED HIS BROTHER ADVISED HIM AT THIS TIME TO CONTACT 

ALL THE FAMILY’IN DETROIT AND TELL THEM TO BE READY TO MOVE OUT 

BECAUSE THE ’’NIGGERS IN DETROIT ARE GOING TO CAUSE A LOT OF 

TROUBLE OVER THE DEATH OF THAT NIGGER, MARTIN LUTHER.”

MOLLETT STATED HIS BROTHER SOUNDED DRUNK AND WENT ON TO 

SAY HE HAD GOT HIS TEETH FIXED AND HAD GAINED SOME WEIGHT. 

MOLLETT WAS ADVISED BY WILLIAM THAT HE NOW HAD A GOOD JOB, 

IN DENVER, AND EVERYTHING WAS FINE. MOLLETT STATED HE HAS NOT 

HEARD FROM HIS BROTHER SINCE /.THAT TIME. MOLLETT ADVISED 

WILLIAM WAS ON HIS WAY TO VA HOSPITAL IN HUNTINGTON, W.VA. X 

APPROXIMATELY TWO YEARS AGO WHEN HE DISAPPEARED. MOLLETT STATED 

HE HAD NOT HEARD ANYTHING FROM HIS BROTHER UNTIL HE RECEIVED 

PHONECALL IN FEB. FROM DENVER. MOLLETT FURNISHED FOLLOWING 

BACKGROUND ON HIS BROTHER:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LS 44-947

PAGE FOUR

WILLIAM M. MOLLETT, AKA BILLY MULLETT, DOB MAY TEN, 

NINETEEN TWELVE OR NINETEEN THIRTEEN, BLUE EYES, GRAY HAIR, 

FIVE FT. SIX, ONE FIFTY LBS., STOCKY BUILD, HAS STEEL PLATE 

IN HEAD, NO TEETH, POSSIBLY WEARING DENTAL PLATES NOW; FOR­

MERLY EMPLOYED KY. STATE PRISON, LAGRANGE, KY.; BROTHERS 

BEN MOLLETT, WEEKSBURG, KY., ED MOLLETT, GARFIELD ST., LINCOLN 

PARK, MICH.; ELIAS MOLLETT, PERRON ST., RIVER ROUGE, MICH.; 

SISTERS: MRS. VERNIE ENGLISH, ONE SEVEN ONE FOUR ROSE ST., 

LINCOLN PARK, MICH.; MAY MULLINS, WEEKSBURY, KY. SERVED U.S. 

ARMY WW II; DRINKS QUITE HEAVILY AND IS MEAN WHEN DRUNK. 

ASSOCIATES WITH UNDESIRABLE INDIVIDUALS WHEN DRUNK. MOLLETT 

ADVISED HIS BROTHER DOES NOT DRIVE A VEHICLE AND HAS NEVER 

OWNED A CAR THAT HE KNOWS OF.

BEN MOLLETT AND MAY MULLINS INTERVIEWED JUNE ONE INSTANT, 

WEEKSBURY, KY. AND THEY COULD FURNISH NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

RE PRESENT WHEREABOUTS OR ACTIVITIES OF THEIR BROTHER.

DETROIT, CONTACT RELATIVES OF WILLIAM MOLLETT AT RIVER 

ROUGE AND LINCOLN PARK FOR BACKGROUND AND PRESENT WHEREABOUTS 

OF MOLLETT.

DENVER, DETERMINE SUBSCRIBER OF PHONE NUMBER SIX TWO THREE 

FOUR FOUR SIX ONE AND DETERMINE IF MOLLETT PRESENTLY EMPLOYED 

IN DENVER AREA. ALSO DISPLAY PHOTO OF SUBJECT RAY TO PEOPLE 

RESIDING AT ABOVE PHONE NUMBER.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LS 44-947
r

PAGE FIVE

PITTSBURGH, AT VA HOSPITAL, HUNTINGTON, W.VA., 

OBTAIN BACKGROUND ON MOLLETT.

AT CHARLESTON, DETERMINE IF BODY FOUND IN WAYNE COUNTY 

W.VA. OVER A YEAR AGO HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED.

LOUISVILLE AT KENTUCKY STATE PRISON, LAGRANGE, CHECK 

EMPLOYMENT RECORDS FOR BACKGROUND ON MOLLETT.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC . • '

FBI LOUlSVLE -■ ।

829 PM URGENT 6-1-68 JBR

TO DIRECTOR <44-388611/ BUTTE/ DENVER/ DETROIT AND PITTSBURGH

FROM LOUISVILLE (44-947.)

MURKIN.

HE BUTT* l^uPHOK* CALL 40 .' OuI^Va*** MhY THlKiYUNb LAST.

FOR INFORMATION OF OTHER OFFICES REFERENCED BUTT* PHON.. ' •

CALL AUVISel AS FOLLOWS:

' ON MAY THIRTYONE LAST/ PHOTO OF JAMES EARL RAY SHOWN TO

LOCAL SALVATION ARMY/ BUTTE/. AT WHICH TIME OFFICIALS THERE

CHOSE FROM THEIR REGISTER THE FOLLOWING THREE INDIVIDUALS AS CLOSELY

RESEMBLING THE PHOTO OF RAY*

HARRY CONNORS/ SOCIAL SECURITY N0.|
I_____  _______ _______ _______ ___ 1

BORN GLADSCOW/ MONTEY/ MEXICO; FERBER

OLSEN/ SOCIAL SECURITY KO-

| BORN MINNEAPOLIS/ MINN.) WILLIAM MOLLETT/ SOCIAL 

SECURITY NO . I

BORN VAN LEAR/ KY./ FIVE FT. SIX/ ONE FORTY LBS./ BLUE EYES/

GRAY HAIR/ PARENTS - JOHN B. AND SARAH MOLLETT (DECEASED);

' END PAGE ONE r6t-A-7rf5'^ S
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PAGE TWO ; ’

NEAREST OF KIN/ MAY SPEAR/ MELVIN/ KY. (SISTER)/ OCCUPATION 

COAL MINER/ LAST PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT/ LOGAN/ UTAH. HE/ MOLLETT/ 

HAS PERFORMED HIS MILITARY OBLIGATION AND RECEIVED AN HONORABLE 

DISCHARGE.

' ACCORDING TO OFFICIALS AT SALVATION ARMY/ BUTTE/ ABOVE' 

THREE SUBJECTS WERE ALL TOGETHER DRIVING A SIXTYONE - SIXTYTWO 

(NOT FURTHER DESCRIBED) STATION WAGON. OFFICIALS OVERHEARD CON­

VERSATION AMONG THREE TO EFFECT THEY WERE TRAVELING TO SPOKANE/ 

WASHINGTON. THEY REGISTERED NIGHT OF MAY THIRTY LAST AND CHECKED 

OUT MORNING OF MAY THIRTYONE LAST.

ON JUNE ONE INSTANT/ JACK MOLLETT/ WEEKSBURY/ KY./ BROTHER 

OF WILLIAM MOLLETT/ ADVISED HE HAS NOT SEEN HIS BROTHER WILLIAM 

IN OVER TWO YEARS. MOLLETT ADVISED HE THOUGHT HIS BROTHER HAD 

BEEN KILLED IN WAYNE COUNTY./ W.VA'. OVER A YEAR AGO. MOLLETT, 

STATED A SKELETON WHICH STRONGLY RESEMBLED HIS BROTHER WAS 

POUND. MOLLETT STATED THE SKELETON WHICH HAD STEEL PLATE IN 

THE SKULL AND NO TEETH WAS FOUND WRAPPED IN ARMY BLANKET IN 

WOODS IN WAYNE COUNTY. MOLLETT STATED AUTHORITIES HAVE NEVER 

OFFICIALLY NOTIFIED HIM BUT HE BELIEVES BODY IS NOW IN CHARLESTON 

W< VA. 

END PAGE TWO*
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PAGE THREE

MOLLETT ADVISED, HOWEVER, BE RECEIVED PHONE CALL FROM 

HIS BROTHER IN FEB. SIXTYEIGHT AND AT THIS TIME HIS BROTHER 

ADVISED HIM HE WAS IN DENVER, COLORADO AND WAS DOING FINE- 

MOLLETT STATED ON APR. FIVE LAST HE RECEIVED A COLLECT CALL 

FROM HIS BROTHER IN DENVER-. THE PHONE NUMBER THE CALL ORIGINATED 

FROM WAS SIX TWO THREE - FOUR FOUR SIX ONE, AND MOLLETT ADVISED ' 

IT SOUNDED LIRE IT CAME FROM A BAR BECAUSE OF BACKGROUND NOISES- 

MOLLETT STATED HIS BROTHER ADVISED HIM AT THIS TIME TO CONTACT 

ALL THE FAMILY IN DETROIT AND TELL THEM TO BE READY TO MOVE OUT 

BECAUSE THE "NIGGERS IN DETROIT ARE GOING TO CAUSE A LOT OF 

TROUBLE OVER THE DEATH OF THAT NIGGER, MARTIN LUTHER.”

MOLLETT STATED HIS BROTHER SOUNDED DRUNK AND WENT ON TO 

SAY HE Rad got his teeth fixed and had gained some weight. 

MOLLETT WAS ADVISED BY WILLIAM THAT HE'NOW HAD A GOOD JOB, 

IN DENVER, AND EVERYTHING WAS FINE. MOLLETT STATED HE HAS NOT 

HEARD FROM HIS BROTHER SINCE THAT TIME. MOLLETT ADVISED 

WILLIAM WAN ON HIS WAY TO VA HOSPITAL tN HUNTINGTON, W. VA. 

APPROXIMATELY TWO YEARS AGO WHEN HE DISAPPEARED. MOLLETT STATED 

HE HAD NOT HEARD ANYTHING FROM HIS BROTHER UNTIL HE RECEIVED 

PHONECALL IN FEB. FROM DENVER. MOLLETT FURNISHED FOLLOWING 

BACKGROUND ON HIS BROTHER:

•END PAGE THREE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



page FOUR w

4 " WILLIAM M. MOLLETT, AKA’BILLY MULLETT, DOB MAY TEN, 

NINETEEN TWELVE OR NINETEEN THIRTEEN, BLUE EYES, GRAY HAIR, 

FIVE FT. SIX, ONE.FIFTY LBS., STOCKY BUILD, HAS STEEL'PLATE 

IN HEAD, NO TEETH, POSSIBLY WEARING DENTAL PLATES NOW; FOR­

MERLY EMPLOYED KY. .STATE PRISON, LAGRANGE, KY.J BROTHERS ' 

BEN MOLLETT, WEEKSBURG, KY., ED MOLLETT, GARFIELD ST.., LINCOLN 

PARK,. MICH.; ELIAS MOLLETT, PERRON ST.', RIVER ROUGE, MICH.; 

SISTERS: MRS. VERNIE ENGLISH, ONE SE^EN ONE FOUR ROSE ST., 

LINCOLN PARK, MICH.; .MAY MULLINS, WEEKSBURY,tKY. SERVED U.S. 

ARMY WW 1.1; DRINKS QUITE HEAVILY AND IS MEAN WHEN DRUNK. 

ASSOCIATES WITH UNDESIRABLE INDIVIDUAL'S WHEN DRUNK. MOLLETT 

ADVISED HIS BROTHER DOES NOT DRIVE A VEHICLE AND HAS NEVER 

OWNED A CAR THAT HE KLOWS OF.

BEN MOLLETT ^AND MAY MULLINS INTERVIEWED JUNE ONE INSTANT, 

WEEKSBURY, KY. AND ,THEY COULD ,FURNISH NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

RE PRESENT WHEREABOUTS OR ACTIVITIES OF THEIR BROTHER.

DETROIT, CONTACT RELATIVES OF WILLIAM MOLLETT AT RIVER 

ROUGE AND LINCOLN PARK FOR BACKGROUND AND PRESENT WHEREABOUTS 

OF MOLLETT.

DENVER, DETERMINE SUBSCRIBER OF PHONE NUMBER SIX TWO THREE - 

FOUR FOUR SIX ONE AND DETERMINE IF MOLLETT PRESENTLY, EMPLOYED 

IN DENVER AREA^ ALSO DISPLAY PHOTO OF SUBJECT RAY TO PEOPLE 

RESIDING AT ABOVE PHONE NUMBER. 

END PAGE FOUR
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PAGE FIVE

PITTSBURGH, AT VA HOSPITAL, HUNTINGTON, W.',VA., '

OBTAIN BACKGROUND ON MOLLETT. •

AT CHARLESTON, DETERMINE, IF BODY FOUND IN WAYNE COUNTY 

w. VA. OVER A YEAR AGO HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED. ~ ‘

. LOUISVILLE AT KENTUCKY STATE PRISON, LAGRANGE, CHECK 

EMPLOYMENT RECORDS FOR BACKGROUND ON MOLLETT.

END 1

GFH ’ , '

FBI WASH DC OTHER OFFICES ADVISED :

DIC ' '
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S>1»68

AIRTEL AIR KAIL

TO: SAC. CINCINNATI
FROM: (VlsmWWISnMiE- (44-947) (P) 
SUBJECTS MI&iK

Be Kansas City airtel to Louisville, 5-24-63.

Enclosed herewith for. information of Cincinnati is 
one copy of referenced airtel.

Investigation Lexington, Ky. to locate CURTIS RENFRO 
negative. However, lengthy arrest record located Lexington PD 
and through records brother-in-law CHARLES BEAGLE and sister, 
OPAL COBB located. Both advised RALPH RENFRO, brother of COBS 
and CURTIS RENFRO, forsorly employed by Rolland Furnace Co. and 
located in vicinity Joplin, Mo., about 1961 or 1962. Both 
stated he had a crew but neither could recall name of JAMES 
EARL RAT as having , been mentioned by RALPH RENFRO.

RALPH RENFRO now resides 5367 Dixie Highway, Fair- 
£Md, Ohio, phone 693-4058, employed at a local Gulf Oil Co. 
station.

CINCINNATI

Locate RALPH RENFRO and interview in accordance 
with lead set out in referenced enclosed airtel.

2 - Cincinnati (Eno. 1) 
1 - Memphis (44-1087) (Info)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



6-1-68

AIRTEL AIR MAIL

TO: SAC,\CINCINNATI
FROM: Py$KW^ (44-947) (ft 

SWECT^^mON

Aie Kansas City air tsi to Louisville, 5-24*08.

Enclosed herewith for inf or nail on of Cincinnati is 
one copy of referenced air tel.

loves ligation Lexington, Ky. to locate CURTIS RENFRO 
negative. Hove ver, lengthy arrest record located Lexington PD 
and through records brother-in-law CHARLES BEAGLE and sister, 
OPAL C03B located. Both advised RALPH RENFRO, brother of 0)88 
and CURTIS RENFRO, formerly employed , by Holland Furnace Co. and 
located in vicinity Joplin, Mo., about 1961 or 1962. Both 
stated he had a crew hut neither could recall name of JAMES . 
EARL HAY as having been mentioned by RALPH HEN FRO.

RALPH RENFRO now resides 5367 Dixie Highway, Fair- 
fMd, Ohio, phone 893-4058, employed at a local Gulf Oil Co. 
station.

LEAD:

CINCINNATI

Locate RALPH RENFRO and Interview is accordance 
with lead set out in referenced enclosed airtel.

2 * Cincinnati (Enc. 1)
1 - Memphis (44-1387) (Info)
1- Kansas City (44-760) 

G£>- Louisville
DXR/ds

Searched—
Serialized
Indexed.
Filed___
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OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 
MAY 1H2 EDITION
OSAfPMl (41 CW Mt*n.l

UNITED STAT GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-94?)

FROM : CLERK, ALLEN J. DUFFIN

subject: MURKIN

At approximately 11:20 PM this date the following 
information was furnished to the writer by an unidentified 
female caller.

The killer of Dr. Martin Luther King was observed in 
Thelma*s Lounge at 601 E Gray street and at this time the 
caller could observe him in the lounge.

The caller stated she did not wish to give out her name 
at the present time but wanted some agents to come to her 
home at 612 E. Gray, accross from the Lounge. She further 
stated that she wished the agents to come to her first 
so she could turn the man in and get credit for the apprehension/

The caller stated that the subject was a w/m and was 
acting funny and seemed o^ut of place in a colored bar. 
The caller gave a brief description of the subject and it 
could possiblyyfit the subject, but she stated that she got 
the description from the paper.

The caller further advised that if someone did not come 
down and check thissreport out she would "call Washington or 
some other official and report that no action was being taken 
to apprehend the killer of King."

The caller was a negro female.

Supervisor Peters, SAHutchison advised and SAs Cavanaugh 
and Hornback sent to check out/ the report.

AJD/aJd

501C-WI

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the .Payroll Savings Plan
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to :

FROM :

subject:

SAC, LOUISVILLEZ(44-947)

SPC JAMES BYRON RILEY

MURKIN

DATE: 5/31/68

This date telephone call received by writer from 
SA TANDY JACK FLEMING, Butte Division, FBI, who advised as 
follows: ,—

On 5/^/68, photograph of JAMES EARL RAY shown 

to local Salvation Army, Butte, at which time officials 
there chose from their register the following three 
individuals as closely resembling the photo of RAY:

HARRY CONNORS
Social Security Number |
POB, Gladscow, Montey, Mexico

FERBER OLSEN
Social Security Number 
POB, Minneapolis, Minn

WILLIAM MOLLETT
Social Security Number 
POB Van Lear, Ky.
Height 5’6"
Weight 140
Eyes Blue
Hair
Parents

Nearest of kin.
Occupation 
Last place of

Gray
JOHN B. and SARAH MOLLETT 
(dccceiscd)
MAY SPEAR, Melvin, Ky/^t^)
Coal miner
Logan, Utah

' Employments 

He^has performed his military obligation and received

5010-Wi

JBR/pam 
(2)

an honorable discharge.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan i
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