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FD-479 (Rev. 6-25-76)

TO: SAC, COmSVlLL

FROM: SA . CHRIS R-HOEHL
RE: Fib No. Ls 44-947

I have reviewed this file, and under the criteria set forth in Part II, Section 3, 
of Manual of Rules and Regulations, this file should be:

□ Destroyed

under the □ 6-month □ 10-year Rule '
□ AuxiHary Office original FD-302s, Laboratoyy or Latent FP reports and/or 1-A 

Exhibit or Bulky Exhibit FD-192 green sheets have been forwarded to 00 as 
_ applicable.

Justiticaiinn for Retention is as Follows:

r/^ Retained

FBI/DOJ
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TELETYPE IMMEDIATE EFTO
3/20/77

FM LOUISVILLE (100-41583) (P)

TO DIRECTOR IMMEDIATE

BT

EFTO

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATOONS (MARTIN LUTHER

KING, JR.)

ON MARCH 20, 1977, M. G. (GENE) SNYDER, UNITPED STATES 

REPRESENTATIVE, FOURTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, KENTUCKY, 

APPEARING ON WHAS - TV "NEWS CONFERENCE" TAPED MARCH 18, 1977, 

AT LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, REVEALED THAT HE BELIEVED INVESTI­

GATION BY HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATONNS (HSCA) 

WOULD BE PRODUCTIVE, EVEN THOUGH HE DID NOT INITIALLY VOTE 

FOR FUNDING OF SAME. SNYDER INDCCAEDD THAT HE HAD CHANGED 

HIS MIND IN’ LIGHT OF SOME RECENT INFORMATION WHICH HE WOULD 

CAREFULLY EXPLAIN SO AS TO NOT "DROP SOMEBODY IN" OR "SAY 

ANYTHING WRONG ABOUT SOMEBODY, THAT SHOULDN’T BE SAID".
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LS 100-4583 PAGE TWO

SNYDER INDICATED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED LETTER A

FEW WEEKS AGO FROM "CITZEEN" WHO IS RETIRED AFTER MANY 

YEARS, FROM RESPONSIBLE POLICE DEPARTMENT AND THAT THIS 

"CITIZEN", NOT FURTHER DESCRIBED, HAD BEEN APPROACHED BY 

THREE (3) "FBI OFFICERS" AND THREE (3) OR FOUR (4) "PROMINENT 

PEOPLE AT THAT TIME IN THAT POLICE DEPARTMENT". SNYDER 

NOTED THAT THIS UNNAMED "CITZEEN" RECEIVED THIS “OFFER" 

ON TWO (2) SEPARATE OCCASIONS IN HIS AUTOMOBILE WHERE HE HAD 

TAPE RECORDER SECRETED. TAPES WERE MADE OF THE "OFFER" ON 

BOTH OCCASIONS, HOWEVER, ONE TAPE WAS SUBSEQUENTLY STOLEN. 

OTHER TAPE "CITZZEN" RETAINED AND FURNISHED SAME TO HSCA 

AFTER REPORTEDLY TRAVELINGS TO WASHINGTON, D.C., AT HIS OWN 

EXPENSE.

SNYDER HAS SPOKEN WITH "CITZEEN" PERSONALLY AND IN 

SNYDER’S OPINION, “CITIES" APPEARS TO BE RESPONSIBLE. SNYDER 

BELIEVES INSTANT "LEAD" AND OTHER LEADS SHOULD BE "CHECKED 

OUT". BECAUSE OF INSTANT "LEAD", UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE 

SAMUEL L. DEVINE (OHO , RANKING MINORITY MEMBER OF HSCA, 

NOW INTENDS TO VOTE FOR CONTINUATION OF HSCA FUNDING.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LS 100-4583 PAGE THREE

SNYDER REVEALS THAT LETTER WAS RECEIVED IN "REGULAR 

UNITED STATES MAIL" AND THAT BASIC ALLEGATOON IS THAT UNNAMED 

"CITIZEN", WHO IS RETIRED POLICEMAN, WAS APPROACHED BY 

"MEMBERS OF FBI AND UNNAMED POLICE DEPARTMENT” AND ENCOURAGED 

TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. WHEN ASKED WHY SNYDER 

RECEIVED LETTER, SNYDER REPLIED "TIME WELL HAVE TO TELL" AND 

THAT HE "DIDN'T WANT TO GO INTO THAT".

SNYDER FURTHER REVEALED THAT UNNAMED "CITZZEN" HAS 

BEEN TO WASHINGTON AND THAT HSCA NOW HAS POSSESSION OF 

TAPE RECORDING WHICH IS BEING "WASHED DOWN" TO ELIMINATE 

BACKGROUND NOISES SUCH AS RUNNING AUTOMOBILE ENGINE. SNYDER 

HAS HEARD TAPE HIMSELF AND DESCRECBED SAME AS HAVING "SOME 

PRETTY INAUDIBLE SECTIONS" WHICH ARE BEING WORKED ON AT PRESENT. 

SNYDER NOTED THAT TAPE PURPORT'S TO DEAL WITH INSTANT SUBJECT 

MATTER. SNYDER INDICATED THAT HE COULD NOT ATTEST TO 

AUTHENUCITY OF TAPE RECORDING SINCE HE WAS NOT ELECTRONICS 

EXPERT, BUT NOTED SAME MUST BE DETERMINED.

SNYDER DECLINED TO ANSWER INTERROGATORIES AS TO WHETHER 

LETTER CAME FROM HIS CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OR LOUISVILLE,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LS 100-4583 PAGE FOUR

KENTUCKY, NOTING HE DID NOT THINK IIE OUGHT TO PLACE UNNAMED 

"CITZZEN" IN JEOPARDY IF ALLEGATOON IES TRUE, OR PEOPLE 

MENTIONED THEREIN IN JEOPARDY IF ALLEGATION FALSE. SNYDER 

BELIEFS HSCA WILL HAVE TO DECIDE WHEN NAMES OF INDIVDDUALS 

ALLEGEDLY IWOLVED ARE TO BE RELEASED AND MADE PUBLIC.

SNYDER DECLINED ANY FURTHER COMMENT!? ON MATTER, NOTING 

THAT IF ALLEGATOONS WERE TRUE, UNNAMED "CITZZEN" FURNZSHNNG 

BASIS FOR SAME WOULD BE IN JEOPARDY FROM "FBI AND OTHERS 

NAMED" ZN LETTER, AND IF ALLEGATOON NOT TRUE, "RESPONSIBLE 

PERSONS" WOULD LIKEWISE BE IN JEOPARDY. SNYDER ASSUMED THAT 

HSCA WOULD GIVE INDIVIDUALS NAMED IN LETTER, OPPORTUNITY 

TO EXPRESS THEMSELVES AT APPROPRIATE TIME.

ON MARCH 19, 1977, " COURIER-JOURNO.", DAILY NEWSPAPER 

OF GENERAL CIRCULATION, LOUZSVZLLE, KENTUCKY, CARRIED 

ARTICLE CAPTIONED "SNYDER GIVES PANEL ALLEGATOON OF PLOT TO 

ASSASSINATE KING", WHEREIN SNYDER IS REPORTED TO HAVE 

REVEALED, DURING TAPING OF ABOVE TELEVISION NEWS CONFERENCE:, 

THAT HE HAD TURNED OVER TO HSCA AN ALLEGATOON THAT FBI 

AGENTS AND POLICE PLOTTED TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
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LS 100-4583 PAGE FIVE

SNYDER IS REPORTED TO HAVE RECEIVED THE ABOVE-MENTIONED 

LETTER IN "LATE FEBRUARY" FROM FORMER POLICEMAN WHO CLAIMS 

HE WAS TWICE OFFERED $500,-000 TO KILL KING. SNYDER REPORTEDLY 

WOULD NOT REVEAL NAME OF FORMER POLICEMAN OR NAMES OF THREE 

(3) FBI AGENT'S AND POLICEMEN ALLEGEDLY INVOLVED IN PLOT.

SNYDER MADE NO CONNECTION BETWEEN ALLEGED OFFER MADE TO 

UNNAMED RETIRED POLICEM1AN WITH MORE THAN TWENTY (20) YEARS 

SERVICE, AND ACTUAL KIIL.NNG OF KING.

RICHARD A. SPRAGUE!, CHIEF COUNSEL FOR HSCA, IS QUOTED 

AS HAVING SAID MARCH 18, 1977, THAT SNYDER HAD TURNED OVER 

MATERIAL CONTAINING THE ALLEGATION TO HSCA AND THAT MATTER IS 

CURRENTLY "UNDER INVESTIGATION".

SNYDER REPORTEDLY INDICATED THAT FORMER POLICIMIAN HAD 

ATTEMPTED TO TURN TAPE REVEALING $500,000 OFFER, OVER TO 

ATTORNEYS FOR JAMES EARL RAY, COWICTED KILLER OF MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, JR., BUT WAS FINALLY ASKED BY INVESTIGATOR FOR 

ATTORNEYS, "WHERE HE PLANNED TO HIDE IF HE TRIZED TO DO 

ANYTHING WITH TAPE".

SAMUEL L. DEVINE, UNITED STGAES REPRESENTATIVE (UIH),
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LS 100-41583 PAGE SIX

HERETOFORE MENTIONED, WHO IS FORMER FEDERAL BUREAU OF 

INVESTIGATION (FBI) AGENT, REPORTEDLY HAS CHECKED INTO

BACKGROUND OF RETIRED POLICEMAN AND FOUND HIM TO BE 

"SOLID CITIZEN".

ACCOUNT APPEARING IN "CJURIER-OORRNAL’, AS HIGIHiIGHTED

ABOVE IS REPORTEDLY BASED ON COMMENTS MADE BY SNYDER

DURING TAPING OF WHAS-TV “NEWS CONFERENCE” PROGRAM! BROADCAST

MARCH 20, 1977. HOWEVER, NO MENTION WAS MADE BY SNYDER

OF $500,000 AMOUNT ALLEGEDLY OFFERED RETIRED POLICEMAN,

DURING WHAS-TV "NEWS CONFERENCE" AS BROADCAST ON MARCH 20, 

1977.

ADMINISTRATIVE:

RE LOUISVILLE TELCALLS TO BUREAU, MARCH 19, 1977, AND 

MARCH 20, 1977.

PURSUANT TO BUREAU INSTRUCTOONS, LOUISVILLE TRANSMITTNGG

COPY OF MARCH 19, 1977, "COURIER-JOURNAL" ARTICLE TO FBIHQ

VIA TELECOPIER FASCIMILE. TAPE RECORDING OF WHAS-TV "NEWS 

CONFERENCE" AND NEWSPAPER ARTIO.E COPIES BEING FORWARDED FBIHQ 

BY AIRTEL MARCH 21, 1977. LOUISVILLE WILL FOLLOW AND REPORT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176





ADDENDUMS ■

On 3/19/77, rntter Involved herein was dismissed 
by SAC STANLEY S. CZARNECKI with FBIHQ Supervisor ANTHONY 
ADAMSKI, Division 6, and on 3/^20/77, ratter was again 
discussidl between Supervisor EDMUND V. ARMENTO and FBIHQ 
Supervisor JOHN BRADSHAW, Divsion 6.
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3/21/77

AIRTEL AIR MAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (100-4583)

SUBJECT*: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEES ON 
ASSASSIIATHNNS (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.)

Re Louussille teletpe to the Bureau dated 3/20/77.

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau is one (1) tape 
cassette recordiig of pertinent portnss of WHAS-TV "News 
Conference” which was taped on 3/18/77 at Louisville, Kentucky 
and broadcast on Channel 11 (WHASS-TV) at 12:30 PM on 3/20/77, 
wherein M. G. "’GENE” SNYDER, U. S. Reepeeeentaive, 4th Con­
gressional District, Kentucky, reveals allegation against three 
(3) unnamed ”FBI Officers” and other’s involve purported "offer" 
t;o assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., details of which pre­
viously furnsheed Bureau by referenced comauuicction.

Also enclosed for Bureau are two (2) copies of 
"Cotuier-Journal” news article captioned "SNYDER GIVES PANEL 
ALLEGATON OF PLOT TO ASSASSINATC KING”, which was furnshhed 
to Bureau by telecopier facsimile on 3/20/77.

2 - Bureau (Enc. 3)
2 - Louusville (1 - 100-4583) (^- 44-947) 
EVA:cam 44-947 -382
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RM DIRECTOR (44-3886L) 

TO LOUISVILLE

BT

CLEAR

MUR KIN

RE YOUR FACSIMILLE DATED MARCH 23, 1977, AND BUTELCAL 

MARCH 25, 1977.

ON MARCH 25, 1977, ROBERT L. KEUCH, DEPUTY ASSISTANT 

ATTORNEY GENERAL, crimps DIVISION, U. S. DEPARTMENT OF 

JUSTICE, WHO HAS BEEN APPOINTED SPECIAL. COUNSEL FOR THE 

DEPARTMENT IN MATTERS CONCERNING THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 

ON ASSASSINATIONS, advised The ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS 

AUTHORIZED the INTERVIEW OF CLIFTON? E. BARD BY THE FBI, 

IN THE PRESENCE OF AN ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY (AUSA) 

LOUISVILLE, CONCERNING ALL DETAILS OF HIS RECENT REPORTED 

ALLEGATION that HE had RECEIVED an OFFER FROM FBI AGENTS AND 

POLICE OFFICERS TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. FOR FIVE 

HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS.

4 4-9 4 7 3883
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PAGE TWO CLEAR 44-3886!

LOUISVILLE ARRANGE TO HAVE an AUSA PRESENT AND PROMTLY 

INTERVIEW BAIRD FOR ALL DETAILS. ATTEMPT TO OP TA IN. COPIES 

OF any EVIDENCE HE HAS TO SUPPORT HIS ALLEGATION INCLUDING 

COPIES OF THE ALLEGE* TAPES. IF THE OFFICE OF THE UNITED 

STATES ATTORNEY HAS ANY QUESTIONS REGARDpG THIS MATTER 

HAVE IT contact MR. W?CH OF THE DEPARTMENT DIRECT.

SUTEL RESULTS followed BY LHM.

BT
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FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

! By ANTHONY MARRO
i © New York Times News Service •
i WASHINGTON - Attorney General

Griffin B. Bell said yesterday that he 
was Still troubled by some unanswered 
questions surrounding the assassination 
of the Rev. Martin Luther Bling Jr.'He 
said that he might try to. answer them

• by interviews with the convict— mur­
derer, James Earl Ray. ■ ■

Bell made clear that hie plans no such 
action until the Blouse Select Committee- 
on Assassinations decides whether to 
continue an investigation of its own. But 
he said he was particularly interested- in 
learning how Ray obtained the money 1 
he had before and after the shooting of 
Bing and whether anyone had helped 
him obtain passports and make travel 
arrangements. _ ‘

“I’d either want to speak to Ray my­
self or send one of my -skilled peepee 
who know how to negotiate and interro­
gate,” Bell said in response to a report­
er's question. “If we came to the conclu­
sion he was making a clean breast, then 
.we’d see about (some) consideratinn.” 

'• But he noted that becauee Ray is 
serving a '9-year sentence in a Gennes- 
see static puron, not a federal peniten- 
tiany, he had no direct access to him. -

Ray traveled extensively and made ex­
pensive purchases between his escapee 
from prison in 1967 and Ins arrest in 
London two months after the assassina­
tion. Where his money came from was 
not answered by a recent Justice De- 
partmeOt study, made public last week.

Ghat report said that the question of 
where Ray obtained his funds remained 
a mysteiy. But it said that the theory 
that he had committed robberies, as sug­
gested by the Federal Bureau of Investi­
gation, was a credibee one. It also con­
cluded that the FBI's probe of the mur­
der had been thorough and protessional 
and that the best gvg^abte evidence sug­
gested that Ray had acted alone.

Ray baid refused to be interviewed by 
the Justice Department investigators 
who rtvtewed the FBI investigation, and 
his lawyer-, James H. Lesar. said yester­
day that he might advise Ray to cooth-- 

•-ue tip refuse interviews and insist in­
stead on'a new frail. « " !

LBelisjicomments came during a ses­
sion with about two dozen reporters'1 
During the session, he also prom’eed a 
broad cgmpgign ggginst all forms of or­
ganized crime, said he iutenddd to keep 
the strike-force concept intent and 
praised the' administrative abilities of 

- Pittsburgh Mayor Peter F. Flaherty, 
who is expected to be named his deputy.

. Io the last months of the Ford admin­
istration-, there had been several propos­
als within the Justice Department to de- 
tmphas^:t or do away with .the Criminal 
Division Strike Forces, special units in­
tended to prosecute organized-crime. '

Bell said he -intended to keep the 
strike forces but suggested that he 
might try to limit their autonomy. • ' 
,Bell, who said he had oot met Fla-’ 

herty until recerntiy, said that the Demo' 
calic - mayor’s administrative abilities" 
were much io need. “I don't belitvi>'tie 
department has been ■proptrly.-mgigge Bi 

. for years,” he said.

(Iodicgl.t page, name of 
newspapct, city and state.)
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FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75)

FBI cleared in Kin
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

ig probe v

/The Justice Department has declared that. the FBT" ' 
investigation of .the, 1968 assassination of civil-rights 
leader Martin Luther King Jr, was thorough and honest. 
A task force reviewed the probe and issued its findings 
today The task force said the evidence virtually rules 
out the/possibiltly of a conspiracy to MH King and 
indujaes that James Earl Ray, who pleade<. guilt.y Mhe 

Kslaying,, acted alone. ’ ' J

1^,

- 141947

(Indicate page,.name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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/ (Rev. 11-11-75)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

.Ho' assassinate King (Indicate page, name of 
newspapee, city and state.)

• .Snyder, who voted against. the com- • 
mittfe initially. told The Courier-Journal 
in an lntervtew last night th^ he wi11 
vote to contleut 'fueel for its lninlstiaa- 
lion solely on the basis of the. allegation 
brought to him. ’ .
.Snyder said he had. no nxplan;ltlen for 

why the poUceman brought tb®,^ge? 
to him, rather than directly to the com- . 
mittee. The poUceman asked Snyder to 
put him in touch with the commii.tne, 
the congressmansaid. „ ..

Hie said the former pohceman had at­
tempted to turn a tape recording'of the 
$500,000 offer over to Rays, attOTnese> 
but finally was asked by one. of the at­
torneys’ invesiiaao.ors ‘where he planned 
to hide if he tried to do aeeihleg with ; 
the iapn”, .

• Asked if he heReves the man’s aUege- 
tioh. Seednr laid, “I don’t know. But I 
think charges such as this need to be 
ievtltigatte.”................................   • -

Snyder said he has discussed . the 
charges with US. Rep. Samuel L De- , 
vine of Ohm, the ranking minority mem- . 
ber on the commtttee. He said Dnvine, a 
former FBI agent, checked iei;o the 
mans background md. found him Ho be 
”a solid citizen.” Dnvete could not hn.; 
reached last night. .

Snyder told WHAS, “I have talked to . 
him (the policemen) pCTsonany ™d in 
my opinion he appears to be a respons-- 
hlt citizen. ... ” • ■
' Hie told the ttltvllloe staloon, He 
(the former officer) was approached to 
aslas!sinain Martin Luther King. He 
names three FBI officers, he names 
throe or four promietet people at that 
time in-the police'department. He u/i- 
eatns that the offer was made on two 
occasions in his au1tomobite where he 
had a tape recorder, that he taped those 
items. One ofthem (the tapes) was lt0- 
kn, the other he still has.”

Snyder said the num went to Wash­
ington and either appeared before the 
commtttee or was interviewed by its 
.1iaff. Snyder said the committee has the 
tape. Asked if he has a copy of the 
tape, ,, .

’ By JIM ADAMS
Courier-Joueaal Staff Writer

U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, R-4th District, 
said,yesterday that he has turned over 
to the House Assassinations Committee 
an allegation that FBI agents and police 
plotted to kill Dr'. Martin Luther King 
Jr. , '

Snyder-said that, in late February he 
received a letter from "a former police- 
mae” who claims he was twice offered 
$500,000 to kill King. •

. Snyder made his comments yesteiday 
while taping a WHAS-TV News Confer­
ence progaam, which will be -broadcast 
at 12:30 p.m. tomorrow on WHAS Mevi- 

- sion and radio.
• Snyder would not rtvtal the .name o 
Itlie former polmeman making the 
charge, or the names of three FBI 

. agents and several poUceman who mleg- 
edly were involved in the plot. Snyder 
also, declined to name the poUce force 
that the man worked on for more than 
20years. _ ' ___

. Snyder made no connection between 
the offer alltgtdly made 1:0 the poUee- 
man and the actual killing of Kling.

". “I have always had confidenee in the 
major law enfoceemett agencies of this 
country, and I tad to assume that what 
they determmed (about the slaying) was 
accurate,” Snyder Mid. Now,1 thank 
this is something that needs to be inves­
tigated.”

■■ Richard A. Sprague, the Philadelphia 
attorney who is chief counsel mr the 
assassinations committee, List eight con­
firmed that Snyder had turned overma­
terial containing the allegaimn, but ro- 

■ fussed to answer questtons aboutit.
“The matter you refer to has been 

referred to the committee and is under 
investigation,” he said by teeephone 
from Philaetlphia. .

King was slain in Memphie, Tenn., in 
1968, and Jamies Earl Ray was convi^ed 
of killing him. The House committee 
last fall began investigating the aeeasei-- 
eai.lons of King and Prtsident John 
Kennedy. The committee’s funding ex- 
pirtl March 31. . ' ■ 1 •

Section B, 
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^v. 11-11-75)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

. . ' Associated Press

WASHINGTON — One of James Earl 
Ray’s lawyers says that more than a 

। year ago he looked into an allegation 
■that Louisville police and FBI agentts 
plotted to kill Dr. Martin Luther King 

'Jr. He said he concluded “there wasntt 
• muih to it.” _ (
' c The lawyer, James H. Lesar, said yes• 

lerday that even if the allegation by a 
tefired Louisville policeman is true, if 

' was.,remote from, the assassination, be1, 
'."cause the man say's there was only talk; 
1 a nd not an attempt to., kill the c1^1' 
; rights leader. v ^ t '^
" A 'House assassinations commtteee 

a ide said invesiggaoors have talked to­
ll he retired policeman, "who -was not 

• identified publicly, and. are checking ms 
story- '

, lesar said the retired policeman told 
liim in a letter that other Louisvine po— 
licemen and FBI agents tried to tare 
him t.o kill King. . .

1 Re.p. Gene Snyder, R—Ky., dhclosfed
,1 ast week that the poltoeman also wrote 

him a letter containing the allegation.
I Snyder said he turned it over to the’ 
‘ assassinations commtt.ree. • £

(Snyder refused last night to confirm 
or deny that the poltoeman was retired 
from the lowsviUe departmnnt. “I think 
I’ve said enough,” he said. “I just don’t 
think I ought to nail it down.”)
• Tn a related matter, the House Vaide 
said two commttrea-mr®bel•s w111 ihter— 
view Ray today. ■ r”

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state)
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

(Indicat.e page, namre of 
newspaper, city and state)

- . By JIM ADAMS
■ ' -. . Courtea-0uuogal Staff Writer

.&S. Rep.. Gene Snyder-, R-4th'District, 
said; yesterday that he has i,urntd over 

• to the House ■ Assassinations Committee
.. an allegation that FBI agents and poltee 

■ plotted to kill Dr. Mguiio Luther King 
Jr:, ; ,,.is :

Spyder'said W in‘late Ftbrugrr he 
received a letter fr-om “a former poltee- 

\ man” who claiims he was twice offered

Snyder-, who voted against the com­
mittee initially, .told The Couriejoounnal

• in an .ioterytew. last .‘night, that he . will 
vote to' continue funds for its investiga­
tion solely on the basis -of the gltegattnn 
brought to him, '., . ••

PAGE B 1

$500,000 to kill King.

'. w 
en

Snyder made his comments yesterday 
-hile -taping a WHAS-TV New's Confer-

ce, progam, which will be broadcast
at| 12:30 p.m. tomorrow on WHAS itltvi- 

.sho and radio. .
, Snyder would not reveal the name of 

the former polteeman maki the 
charge, or the names . of th , FBI 

- agents and sever-al polteeman who alleg­
edly were involved io the plot. Snyder 
also declined to name, the poltee force 
that the man worked on for more than
20 years. ■ ■ .

. Snyder made no conntct0in between 
the offer glltntdly made to the poltee-

. man and the actual killing of King.
• I have always had coofidente in the 
major law enforcement antoctts of this 
country, and I had to assume that what 
they det:erntined (about the slgyiog) was 
accurate,” Snyder said. “Now I think 
this-is something that needs to be inves­
tigated.”
- Richard A. Sprague, the Philadelphia 
attorney who is chief counsel for the 
assassinations commtttty, last night con­
firmed that Snyder had turned over ma­
terial containing the gllegatton, but re- 
f^ed to answer questtens about it.

•;• The matter you refer to has been 
referred to -the committee and is under 
tnvtstingtioo,” he said by telephone 
fr-om Philldtlphtg.

King was slain in Memphis, Tenn., in 
1968, and James Earl Ray was convicted

■ Snyder said he had no explanahon for 
* why the pohceman buounhi the chgl:■itt‘s

to him, u■aihtr than directly to the coIOi- 
•mittee. The pohceman asked, Snyder to 
put him'in touch with-, ■the commit;te'ri, 

- the congressman said. - • . . •
/ He said the foi•mtu polteeman had at- ' 
tempted to turn a tape r•tiordion of the 
$5,iOoOOO offtr over t.o Rays gttoi•nryr, 
but iioallr was,asked by one of the gi:- 
telmtrs’ investigaiors “where he phoneed - 
to hide if he tried to do aorthion with 
the tepe.” „ ' ,,.... , , , \ ■

.Asked if he beKeves the man’s’ aHega- ’ 
Hoo. Snyder said- “I don't know. But I 
thiok charges such as this need to be 
iovtsiinattd.” ' .

Snyder said. he has discussed the

COURIER JOURNAL

■LOUISVILLE, KY

of-j-killion him. The House commtttee 
last fall began iovtstigliiog the gssgssa- 

10ns of King and President Johnna
Kennedy. The commtttee’s funding ex­
pires March 31. .

■ charges with U.S. Rep: Samuel L. De­
vine of Ohio, the ranking minority mem-' 
ber on the committee. He said Devine, a 
former FBI anent:, checked into the 
man’s background and found him to be'

a solid citizen,” Devine could not be ' 
reached last night. . • _ • •

Snyder told WHAS, “I have talked to ' 
him (thfe polteeman) personalty and lio ■ 
my opinion he appears to be a rtSpO0:isi- ' 
ble citizen. ...” ’ • '

He told the television staitoo. “He 
(the 'ferae* officer) was approached to 
assassinate Martin Luther King. Hie 
namts three FBI officers, he names 
three or four puomiotoi people at that 
hme in the police department. He indL 
cgtts that the ofi:tr■ was made on two 
occasions in his automobite where he 
had a tape recorder, that he taped those 
items. One of them (the tapes) was sto­
len, the oihtu he still has.”

Snyder said the man went to Was^t 
iogioo and either appeared btfore•*ithe'. ■ 
committte or was interviewtd by its' 
staff. Snyder said the committee’ hasHhe 
tape. Asked if he has a -copy of the , 
tape, . \ JZ

Date: 3/19/77
Editten:
Author:

Editor: BARRY
Tite JR.

Character:
or

BU
LS

BINGHAM

■ -Cllassifiaation:
Submitt.ing Office: • 
z ■ 
□ Being Investigated

#
# 44.947

LS

44949-38^
«%4i_FILED ~

4R21 S
FBL^LOuuiSVlLU

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

trarstnatlQn 1
< LOUISVILLE!, Ky. (AP) - 
U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder,, R-Ky,, 

/ says he has referr■ee to the
House Assassination Commit­
tee a retired police officer who 
•c1,3™8 FBI agents proposition­

. ed.htm to kill Dr. Martin Luther
King Ji-.

- In statements broadcast Fri­
day on WHAS-TV, Snyder said 
the former officer, whom he 
declined to name, has a tape 
recording of a-purported con­
versation between himself and 
FBI agents in which an alleged 
suggestion was made to murder 
King. • .

.■ According',, to Snyder,, the 
. former policeman “names 
three FBI officers (and) three 
or four prominent people at that 
tme^ the police department 
(and) indlcates that the offer

' was made on two occasions in 
his automoti1le where he had a 
Spe recorder.”

Snyder, who represenss Ken- 
cky's 4th Diririct, declined to 

name dates and the city where 
the purported offers were i

made. ..> ta«VA

, Snyder also declmed to 
s specify whether the former of- 
• fleer ww from Kentacyy. He 

ratd the man contaded him by 
tetter recently and that he later 
met the man and listened to one 
taperecordmg. ■ . ;/

Part of the tape was maud-- 
ble, Snyder said, but he was 
able to discern that the subject 
was King’s arrasrination.

“I have talked to him and in 
my opinion he appears to be a 
responsibte citizen and I think 
these kinds of leads need to be 
checked out,” Snyder said.

Snyder said Assassinations 
Committee now has the tape 
r•ecordrng and te inveriigaiieg 
the matter. - 7.- :i

King was arrasrinated in 
Memphis, Tenn,, in 19618. The 
Arrarrinatiors Committee 
recenlly said it had new in­
formation on Kings murd|r, 
but has not produced any 
evidence of ievolyemert by' 
anyone other than the coevictld^* 
kilter-, Janies Earl Ray.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state)
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Snyder says man j 
Wealed police plots

' By BLLL HENDRICK
’' Associated Press Writer , _ 

■ LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) - 
Rep. Gene Snydei,, R-Ky., said

- (blank), lieutenant (blank), of-

,Saturday the House Assassina- 
■ Hons ' Committee is in- • 
vestigatigg an aUegatoon from 
a “oogical, rational” man who 
claims several membess of a 
police department' and FBI 
’agents plotted to kill Dr. Mar­
lin Luther King Jr.­
' Snyder said he met the man 
“face to face” and that “he ap­
peared to be rational, a logical 
kind of man.” '

Snyder said he receiveed a let­
' ter from the man and listened 
to a tape recordnng the man 
said he made of the alleged as- 
sassinatton plot. He retesed to 
say whether the man or the po- 
liice departoent involved were

■ in Kentucky. " ;

fi cii (blank), lieutenant ’ 
(blank) of the homicide bureau 
and prerident of the FOP ser­
geant (blank).” •

FOB stands for Fraternal Or­
der of Polcce, a coHectiee bar- 
gainmg organizatinn for pohee 
officers. ■ 
- Snyder said he could’ not di­
vulge the names listed in the 
ltiter or the ietniity of the man 
who contacted him. \ •
“What im saying,” Snyder 

said, “is those blankss need to 
be protected if tiier^s nothmg 
to iPis. And if it is an accurate 
aHegatinn that he's maele, then 
the auiPor of the letter needs to 
be protected.. The committee is - 
investigating it.” . < ..t

Snyder said the man ‘.‘in-’ 
eicates fui•t;Pltr in the letter iPai 
aiier he retired he contacted

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state)
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SUN-D1MO0CRAT

PADUCAH, KY

f - Asked why the man contacted who he" says is James Earl, 
him and let him listen to a ■ - • ■ ” ’
copy of the tape recording, Sny­
der said “he may have 'just 
been lookmg for someone with ’

J nerve, a fighter.” , . ’
.Snyder read part of the letter 

and used the word ‘blank” 
’where the .man had used

Ray's attoI•ney...” •
Ray is servtog a life term in 

prison in connection with the 
assassinaton of the late civil 
rights worker who' was slain in 
Mempirir, Tenn, in 1968. J

Snyder said the former po-. 
liceman claimed he was offered

Dae:: 3/20/77

Edition: SUNDAY
AuhonBLLL HENDRICK
Editor: EDWIN PAXT'ON
Title: '

* names.
h “I retted from (band)) polcce WOOO on two occasions to kiU 
. eepai•tatent in (blank) after Kmg- .-, _ * ■

serving (blank) years,” the let­
ter said. ‘‘While L was in the 
police department L was to- 
nocently involved in a con­
spiracy to assassinate Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King. - ‘

“Involved in this conspiracy 
were agents of the Federal Bu­
reau of Lnvestigtion, agents 

“(blank), (blank) and (blank) 
and others that L did not 

• khow,” Snyder said, continumg 
t,tj) read the letter. ‘‘Members of 
»'the (blank) police department, 

chief of detectlver, captan

Richard A. Sprague, the 
Philadelphia attorney who is 
chief counsel for the assassina­
tions committee, confirmed 
Snyder had tui'nee over mate­
rial contannnng the anegatinn. •
“The matter you refer to has 

been referred to the committee 
and is under investigation,” 
Sprague said. «

Snyder said he would vote to ' 
contrnue funds for the com­
mittee's continued existence 
solely on the basils of the alle­
gation bi•ouglit to him. ' .
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'FBI-Police Plot To Kill

Is Reveal by Kentucky Congressman
By RICHARD L. WALKER

United Press International

LOUISVILLE, Ky. - Rep. Nene 
{ Snyder, R-Ky., says he understndss 

the House Assassinatinns Committee 
has “some riight substantial leads" in 
regard to the Martin Luther King Jr. 
murder case, besides the information 
he reaayed to them on an alleged as­

- nansination plot among FBI agenss 
and polices.

Snyder disciostdl during the week­
end that a retired police officer 
wrote him test month outlining an ah 
leged conspiracy involving three FBI 
agents and “three or four police off- 
cers” to kill the civil rights leader. 
Snyder said the retired policeman 

■ claimed he was offered $500,000 to 
commit the murder. .

The Kentucky congressman de­
. clined to name the officer or his city 

police force. But Unitod Press Iottr- 
' nationa,! learned from a rtliablt 

so^ce yesterday that the aUeged plot

Snyder who originally opposed < 
creation of the House Assassinatonns 
Committee, now says he intends to 
vote for the panel's continuation.

Snyder said his informant had 
turned over a tape recording of a 
conversation which he says contains 
details of the half-milUon dollar offer 
to Ml King. He said the ex-officer, 
now involved in private security 
work, had been to Washington to tell 
his story to investigators for the as- 
nasninatinns committee, but had not
formally testified. . i.a

•.. ^-' - ?. -.;vm».*siKi‘  ̂’ t«t^eu#

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, cit.y and state.)
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LEXINGTON HERALD

involved some high-ranking policemen 
and FBI agents from Louisville dur-
ling the mtid-1060s.

I did think that I was sitting on 
nomething that was explosive whether 
accurate or not accurate,” Snyder 
said. “'That's the reason why I think 
I must be veiy careful not to reveal 
either who the writer was or who he 
rameci in his allegations.”

Richard Sprague, chief counsel for? 
the annanninatioon committee, hail 
confirmed that the alleged plot t 
which Snyder referred was under in 
vtntigatioo and refused further com-^ 
ment.

LEXINGTON, KY
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A bizarre j 
new twist ' 3 
in King killing

" Representative Snyder’s revelation 
of an alleged police-FBI plot to mur-, 
Ider Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is yet 
another r-eason for a thorough’ con­
gressional probe of the slaying;.

The House committee investigating 
■ the 1963 assassination of President 
.Kennedy and the 1968 killing of Dr. 
King has until recently beeh an un- 
fimny joke. It wasted months and 
.much money with tottroal quarrel­
ing. . • . ’

Now a new chairman has taken 
over the fractious committee, and it 
will soon face a key House vote on

(Indicat;e page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Opinion Page

----- Loulivi■Lte Times

-----Louiivilte, Ky.

i p-------------------- - .

« times editorial

*whether it should be continued or 
abolished. ■ , '

: Rep. Snyders; story is just one of 
many major reasons the assassina­
tions committee should be continued. 
Mr. Snyder say's a former Louiivill.t 
policeman told him he was twice of- 
ftrtd a half million dollars to assassi-, 
nateDr. King. . ,i

The ex-policeman claims that sev­
eral policemen and three FBI agents 
were involved in the plot, according 
to Rep. Snyder. The former police­
man has delivered his information to 
the connrtiiional committee.

,One of the lawyers who has repre­
sented Ja'ines Earl Ray, the c-onweted

1
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sassinations committee, ’°w supports 
the nongi’essional effort to prohe fur­
ther into ess tragic slayings. - ,

His willingness to change in face 
■ of disturbing ess material about the 
Ki ng assas’ination ^oiild be an ex- 
amgle Ss s1dtr House members. The 
ex-policeman’s story, for ir1saancu, 
may be WzMre. But the recent years 
have been full of bizarre events m 
which offieaal ltt1 were revealed and 
wild plots were exposed. The matter 
Teveaeed by Mir. Snyder aarrit light- 
Wbe dismissed. -<a^

slayer of Dr. King, says he has 
looked into the ex-policeman s cl arge 
and cOncluded “there wasn’t much to 
it." . '

Mr. Ray, how^erZha1 long 
charged that hio lawyers have not 

?adaquately represented him. He has 
.sdugUt to heve a new trial to prove 
’he waS not the only one invoVved rn 
"the King assassination/ • .
| The matter dtfinittly dtstrves 
deep investigation. And Congressman 
S’yder^who tnj’’.ially oppoStd the as-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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: BY JIM EBERLE
Kentucky Post Washington Bu«au

i
^■v-ii

• _ . Keuiuvy * os» ..ash—nt---------------  =

ASHINGTON—A retired Louisville policenaan described by 
ke0>wledgeabSe congressional sourees as hinh|yJSSpt^^ 

. , . and reliable claims heiwas fefed SSOO OM to assassW.
. DydMaR^

• ■ his claim. ■ - *

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

___Page 1

Kentucky Posit

-----Covington, Ky.

- • ■ Snyder says he turned over to the 
' H0Use Assassination Committee early this 
. month a letter he received! from the m­

. fortnane. Snyder describes the man as a
27-ySar veteran of the Louisvills force, 

, ■eowSae the private security business, but 
would not reveal his idsetiiy.
■ In danger? '

Snyder said he was not identifying the 
, man for several reasons: "If he’s ac<% 
1 rate and really interpreted everything'', 
. properly that there was somethmg going 

on then I don't think I ought to put him m 
jeopardy, people tryien to getto him fw 

■ one reason or another. " '
*. "I think they could even try to get him 

' | to keep him fitom talking any further. ,

♦ "Or if he's not accurote I don’t think 
| the people he mentioned ought to have 
• their good names smeared." "
1 Snyder- also ■decleted to name the 
ihreS\FBI agents and four or five'police 
offics\s the leformaiite said wer-e involv­
ed in-the alleged plot or to ldsetlfy the 
rolice dspartmnnt they were coeescted 
with- ' '

• • However, Rep. Samuel Devine, R- 
Ohio, the raeklen minority member f the 

■ assassination panel and the colleagtfe to 
'Miom Snyder first took the lsiisr; said 
' Sunday the man was a former louisvilte 
. policeman, although he said he was not 
. sure what the man's status was at toe 
(ir-iK.'^t,, aleged offer. . *
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h Ji It'remains unclear whether thWther 
pmAn-’^med in the letter were also Louis-, 
i vill policemen because none of the cW 
1 greSrmen would say. Snyder, whose con- 
Lgressional district include® suburban 
iLouisville, said only, 'It wns^'t too hart 
* for me to check and find out if in fact 
I they had been officers, and they were." 
r - The offer about which the informant
i rnyr he has personal knowledge allegedly 
I took place two or three year's before Dr. 
.King was shot to death in Memphis in 
‘ 1968,, an informed" source said. -A j
h "He said'in ‘his letter‘that heAwas 
|offered $500,000 and the offer was made in 
.hit car equipped wrth a tape recorderWd, 
Ihewas a recordnng of the conversation, . 
’ said Snyder. ?

"And then when I talked with him, 
• the congr•essanan contrnued, "he "told me' 
t that nctunlly there were two conversa-- 
,tionr but the one tape has been either 
-mispaneid'or stolen. "
* ' "He has one tape and he's turned it 
|over to the committee." '
1 ‘ Snyder believes he never met the man 

• before the letter arrived in his office oil
{^1. 28. He said Devnnh. a-Jnrrner FBI. 
’age it, had the'man Investigated ««&' 
' recited back to him "ihat the guy check;

ed out good. . \ . j;'? ;;;i
* In ia meeting With flie num.mter he.

. flew to Washington to be mteryeewed by 
, the committee rInff, Snyder s^d he did 
not impress me as anybody who had w. 
kind of mental problems. , .
" ,. Devine said he hadn't met the man,, ^ 
and he knows of no informafinn "he was a 

?psycho-" j

' And Rep. Lous Stokes, D-Ohio, who S ;
• charing the subcommtttte dealing specify 
•icallv with the King assassination, saiid he^ 
wns■ltld by Devine toe man checked out 
'as a A "highly repected police offrcer , 
reputeu to be a rehabfe individual. ;

’,'' Stokes said he's taking the man's alle-^ 
gatton ,'reri(urlly." • • ? . - f;q

• Comnig to Snyder was a InrI resort 
for the former pohcemnn.
’ ‘ "Un his .tetter he indicateed ft^ after 
he retired from the police department he 
made dn attempt to get tois to ^mes 
Earl Ray's attorneys" said Snyder. Ray 
pleaded guilty to killing Dr. King in 1968 
and is rerving a 99-year pr'on rento^r, 

f The main was reteneed hv-"'»iHj
Ra's attorneys to a Fr^WH, 

\ pakgs s'1’ behrs^-  ̂

mindlout what thereir toit- , .m ^
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FD-S5iO (Revt 11-11-75)

(Mount Clipping in Space Ro'

K,; LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP)-Rep. M. Gene Snyder (R-Ky.) 
.saJd Saturday the House Assassinations Committee is 
'tnvesaigaaing an alltgcaion from a “logical, rational” man 

•, who claims several members of a pohce department and 
t FBI agents plotted to kill Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
; ’ ’ .Snyder said hie met the man “face to face” and that “he 
.• appeared to be ratOonar, a logical kind of man.” - :(p 4

, Snydler said hie recei.ved a letter from the man and l^- 
tened to c tape recording the man said he made of the ci- 
Ieged assassination plot. Hie refused to say whether the map

>r the pohce department involved were in Kentucky.

”I RETIRED fr-om (blank) pohce department in (blank) . 
after serving (blank) years,” the letter said.. “While I was in 
the pohce department I was innocently invoked in a con­
spiracy to assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King. ' ' i if

“Involved in this conspiracy were agents of the Feterar 
Bureau of Investigation, agents (blank), (blank) and 
(blank;) and others that I did not know.” the letter said, as 
Snyder read it, citing but not naming several other ofticers.

Snyder said hie could not divulge the names or the iden­
tity of the man who contacted him. . ■ • 1
ft “What I’m saying”’ Snyder said, “is, those blanks nted 
tb be prottected if there's nothing to this. And if it is 'Un 
accurate allegation that he’s made, then the author of the 
letter needs to be protected. The committee is investigating

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

.Kentucky
Enquirer

Covington, Ky

SNYDER SAID the man “indicates further in the letter 
that after he retired hie contacted (a man) who, hie says, is 
Jamies Earl Ray's attorney. . .” .

Ray is serving a life term in prison in connection with 
the, assassinaton of the late civil rights worker who was 
slain in Memphis, T'enn., in 1968. ’ ,

|Snyder said the former policeman claimed hie was’ 
o ffttred $50)0.000 on two occasions to kill King._ ___ ft _ ’ 

■ i ■ * it ■ i^.^s
J Richard A. Sprague, the Philadelphia lawyer who is 

chief counsel for the assassinations committee. confirmed, 
Snyder had turned over material containing the allegation^ 
and that it “is under investigation.” -. ” .,,

The former policeman, Snyder said., arltd to turn over & 
tape recording of the alleged $500,000 offer to Rays lawyers, 
but one of their investigaOors finally asked “where hie plan­
ned to hide if he tried to do anything with the tape.” , - fr ;,

Date-3/20/77
Edition:
Autioorr:
Editor:
Title:

SNYDER SAID he has discussed the alltgct,ion with' 
Rep. Samuel L. Devine of Ohio, the ranking minority meri>- 
ber(of the committee. Devine, a former FBI agent, checked 
into' the man’s background and found him to be a "sollid- 
ciaitpn,”■-Snydtr said.. , . „

(Snyder said the man told him the offers for him to, kill; 
King were made in his automobile, where he had a tape • 
recorder. Snyder uuoted the man as saying he had two 
aapes, one of which was either stolen or lost. The other tape 
hias been turned over to the commtttee, Snyder said.. . , \ 
' “Most of it was inaudible to me.” he said.. “I.could make

* out a little. I made out enough to believe and ascertain that 7 
a dt.rcussOon was being had about King and money, but I

,didn't even listen to all of it.”
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„.'“"'SNYDER SAID he wants theallegation to be thorough^ 
^ investigated “and this guy ought to be protected from® 
any problems. If it is inaccurate, then those people who he - 
namlrs need to be protected. He names three aHeged FBI-, 
agents, four or five members, prominent members at the 
time, of a police department;.” • ‘

• The man has been intervened by the committees
,tavattttattve staff, Snyder said. . . _ „ \ .^ 
4 .. Snyder said he received the letter from the man oi i Feb. 
28. „ . . . ■ "

• I • I don’t know if it is valid,” he said. “:
nittee to investigate it”..com

4 

wAnsJ

‘It is up Io the\
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A"; Scripps-Howadd Staff Writers <5
■ WASHINGTON — A former Louiis- 

■ vilte, Ky., patrolman is expected to’ 
name imceer oath Louisville and federal 
awmen he alleges conspired to kill' 

I Martin Luther King Jr. two years before 
. ’ the civil rights leadter was assassinated.
; 5. ;Sources involved in the House inves-, 

<agation of the murders of King and( 
President Kennedy said today that the

' Louisville allegation is the "top priority"-'
; m the King investigatinn but congres- 

sipnal probers also have uncovered the, 
■ following leads: v
X' • A Somerviier, Tenn, businrrs-, 
man alleges that while he was in Mem­

s'' phis two. days before King was' 
murdeeed there in April, 1968, he over­

s heard part of a telephone conversatOpn ' 
;, iovolving shooting someone on a bateo- 
L ny. The businessman has told investiga^ 
v tors for the Houee. Assassination Con—a 
2 mittee that he heard someone named 

•l "'Roberto1' tell another party "to kill the 
bastard even if you have to shoot him on
.the balcony," , ■

‘ \ • A femaee friend of Jack Ruby, 
Kalter of Lee Harvey Oswald, Kennedy^

' a'rrarsin, has told investigatess that she 
has "got religion" and wants to testify

. ’aboou Ruby's activities prior to Kenne— 
' dy's shooting in Dallas in 1963;. ;
I Commute investigaOrss, led by*
* chief counsel Richard A. Sprague, are in 

.Tennrreee today interviewing Jamlfe , 
Earl Ray, King's convicted kilter. Ray I

■ and his brother Jerry are expected h 1 
be .called before the commtttee to testi-'

; fy. 9 •:
. To comptete the investigation of , 

these and other leads that commiteee 
■ members say ar-e promising, the panel 

■. is asking $2.7 million for a 12-month 
probe, thus backing away fr-om an earli— 
er request for almost’ $13 miliioo to 
cover a period of two years. The contro­
versy over that request almost kilted 
thtecommittee. ■ A’

'^COMMITTEE .STAFFERS have\

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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the'Louisville | 
allegations that >

IAlready interviewed
M policeman about his ----- -
♦U three local federal agents an^U^or* 
M four city policemen conspired mhd
k1960s to kill King. The patrolmnn said ■ 
’flthe twice was offered $500,000 to kil1, 
L “tong and claims he tape recorded one f 

-the offers. ■ LfU
V ’f Rep. M. Gene Snyder, R-Ky'., who’ 

;passed the former patrolmnii's mforma- 
i-tion along to the assassination commit-, 
p .tee, said, he heard a reproductinn of to 
« tape but much of it was mauchHe. How- 
<ever, the committee's staff is beii<v<d ( 
k to have the technologccal capability to 
‘ improve the quality of the recording. - , 
\ ' Sources said the alleged Louisville ' 
'King conspiracy preceded by several 
.months what became an open and bitter 
eontroyesyy m to Kentucky city ovct- 
"open housing,” an issue which created 

-deep hatred between thie police and the 
.b^ck community. .Kto’s brother to

FRJ. A.D. Williams K^g. was tong. ST 
V Lod sville at the the), was active in 
4 civil) rights and was ilastor of a;°caL 
&church. .... .
!# ■;How^r, the sources say there- is •> 
^no doubt" that Martin Luther King and s 
&ot his brother who died m 1969 was the 
iit of to aUeged murder conspmjg. ) 

^Informed sources said to committee j 
ISr^.to Louisville a^gattions as • 
I "hot." "They are placmg it at to ^p.’,/ 
V one commenedg. . * ’ - -^ X
^THE SOURCES also said the com- 
\mittee intends to call "Roberto as a- j 
| witness, indicating, the .committee has. 
tdtormmedhis full identity. . ..1
t- Assasshnttinn committee kaders 
' met with the House Rules G^mUted 
: yesterday to outline the oow loaes m-.an 3 
- effort to win approval for cont““aiioS 
of the committee, now scheeulee to ^ ;
. it;s w^rk March 31. . A
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k.i’’ I don’t think he ever wanted to be*; 
/promoted; he, just went along and' did"" 
t his job,” Hyde said. "It wasn’t that hie. 
|. was .lax on his job;'some of thiem just ’
rarer wanted to be promoted . . . It's a 1 

Lsurprise to me that he even talked. He 
Lnever had anything bad to. say about 
£anybody.” ; . • ■
hHyde said he knows nothing about the.’ 

a1^11 conspiracy to murder King. “I-
♦dJdnt even know of any rumors within.; 
! our department,” he said. “I hope there '5 
.isn’t anything to that . . . Whenever Dr. 
jKing came'to LffllSyille, we did every- 
• thing possiMe to see that he would be „ 
sf. I.always thought even an attempt' 

'on his life would be bad.for our cit.y.” ; 7
The $500,000 offer allegedly was made * 

two or three years before King was shot 
to death jn April 1968, according to an 
“informed soui-ce” quoted by The Post;. 

" Snyder forwadedd Baird's letter and 
;.tape rrcfrding to the House Select Com- 
mite?e on Assassioatfonsi which is inves- * 
tigating the civil rights leaders murdrI•. 
Snyder,-whose cfngressfonal district in- 
cludes-suburban Lfuisyi^e, did not iden­
tify ?“& or specify that his allegatmss 
lnvf1vrd the Lfuliyi^r pf1l[Cr force. ’
\Snyder, reached last night by tete- 
’phone; rn Washington, refueed to con- , 
i-firm or deny that Baird is the offc:rr 
- who gave him the material., "-'x ' t
, Without oamiilg Baird, Snyder had 
said earlier, “I don’t think that he’s a 

. kook. I’m not in a position Ito say wheth- - 
er he s tellmg the truth or not, but he 
does not appear to me to-be a rarson-.-* 
other than totally I•atifnal”’ ■ ■

. _ According to Snyder, Rep. Samuel De- 
yior> R-Ohio, the commtteee’s ranking 

।'Rrpublicon and the man to whom Sny­
der first took Baird’s letter, conducted '

, an ioyritlgatlfo into Baird’s back­
.. ground. Hu said Devine, a former FBI 
* aseot._told him “that the guy checked
*' outgooH?’

Snyder said' Baird Slindicj£®t"Btlfer® 
after he retired from the police 'deport- 

■ ment he made an attempt to get this to ■ 
-Jan>>s Earl Ray’s attorneys.” Ray plead­
- ed guilty to killnig King and is-now 
serving a 99-year sentence in a.Tmnes- 
seeprison. \ . / - -I

• During the yeai:s before his death, 
(.King, was a frequent visitor to- Loms- 
ville. His brother, the Rev. A. D. Wil­
liams King, lived, here and was active in, 

ropen.housing and ■other civil rights 
•^mwvememss during the 1960s. 3 , ■ / a
- -s1 ' '*» iii'. ------- .-’• . - tv . -■;•-•- ■ .;' ’j.

A
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FD-350 (Rev. 11-1.1-75) ‘

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

• Man who gave lhiorweatwnoh p|t.

^^^^.L-Uiby JOHN FILIATC^ ' 72—tape recorder,, and Bcird ism possession^
’' Couricr-jouncai Steff WIitlr of c tepe that supports his ellegatihus.(’’'''^

The vx-policeman who l•vcvhtly tolid According to Snyder, Bcird wrote, ■
U.S. Rep. M) Gene Snyder ebout an “White I was in the .Uouisvilte Police I
abortiv). conspiracy to murder Dr-. Miar-- Depertmeat I wes innocently involved in 
tin U.uther King Jr. has been idlnaified ' c conspiracy to assassinate Martin Uu-a conspiracy to assassinate Martin Lu­

■ as Clifton E. Bcird, 50, who retired as a 
patrolman from . the Uouisvilte Police'- 
Department in 1975 and now lives in 
Fern Creek:.

Bcird wes'idvhtitied as Snyder's infer- 
.mcnt in yestn-dayss vditioh of The Ken­
tucky Post, which celled him “a 27-yeer 
veteran of the Uorluvilte force, now in 
,ahv private security business.” .. ■ •: The last- rvfervncv■' apparently is to
; In a brief interview at her ho'mv lcua Tom Denoon-, wlro ■-:letlvea - eiri^ ■’this

' yeer as presktent of-FOP' Lodge-6. Dvh-■

therKing.” ’ A-. .
Baird reportedly identified several 

members of the alleged conspiaacy, in­
cluding at least three FBI agents;; the 
city’s chief of deteciives, a captain, two 
Iieutennnts, a pcarolmcn and a -sergeant 
who. was president of the local lodge of 
the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP). ..

night, Baird’s wife Mcry, 44, confirmed
that it wes her husband who told Shy- . -
der, R-4th District, about the ‘ eIleged ning for Jeffesoon County sheriff, seid 
plot to kill King, the civil righto activist' —"I — T d-^ k— —

ton, who has said he is considering run-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

------Page B 1

------Cour* ier- Journal

----- LouUsville, Ky.

yesterday, "I swear I don’t know any-
thing .ebout.it ... I wes quite surprisied 
that it was in Uouluvllte. , . ,

MTS. Bcird declmed to comment fur-”- Former Chief of Dvtectivus Priest 
ther, except to sey that her husband is Fry, another of those apparently r-e- 
out of town and uhavaiCable' to news- ferred to in Bcird’s letter, seid last 
men. ' night ^thct he “knew of” Bcird, but mv-

Bcird reportedly claimed he was of- er he^d anything about Ure aHeged plot 
. .  -------- y------  . - to assassinate King. . ,

shot to deeth in Mvmphis>. Tenn;';- in
1968. :s?<n-.>if

. fered $5000)00 to kill King:, and said the 
, conspiracy invoked FBI agents end oth­
er - Uouisvilte poheemen. According to 

- Snyders, the offer to Baird wes made in 
t Bands car-, whteh was equipped with a

Current UouisviHe Police Chief John 
Nevin said the department has not re­
ceived any official communiaaOions from 
the congressional commatlee invvuaigaa-

I, ing King’s assassination. - • •
L Nevin said he may have known Baird;' 
but he “didn’t know him very well. Of 

. course we were fi-om different genera­
r tions. . , , My first reaction to the thing 
;.was that it wCs preposteouus.”
< C. J). Hyde, c .longtime Uouisvilte po-..
| Beeman who became chief in 1968, said 
* he remembess Bcird as “a very fine po:. 
'■ Hd officer. ... Hie was c till, heavyset 

fellow who wasn’t cfrcid of men or,
• becst. If I wes going on a job end ex- 
ghvc.ted■a, trouble, I’d went him with 
.me . .-% ;.j.. y_ . - .<&.——-;»

Date:
Edition:
Author:

3/23/77 
Morning

Editor: Barry Bingham J

Character:

or Hq 100-106670 
CleusifieatihnUu 100-45853 
Submittngg Ofiice:Lruorvill
□ Being Investigated
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FD,350 (Rev. 7-16-6-3)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

jl ... 'BY TOM SEFFEY
1, ■ Kentucky Post Frankfort Bureau ■ \\ f
^ LOUISVILLE-CfiOton E. Baird, 50,1^ ’ 
the ex-patrolmnn who has just reveled * 
:to the House. Assassination Commttiee tn , 
Washington that 'other' Louisvine police- 
.mien, and thiree FBI men offered him 

■ $500,000 in '19-6 to kill Dr- Martin Luther 
King Jr. "
,;;; Four or five Louisville polite officers' . 
'and three Louisville FBI agents plotted'to J 
'kill the civil rights leader two years' be-'' 
fore he was actually assassinated in 
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968, the committee.. 
has been told. • - - ' ^,

Baird,- now an undercover private .
^nvtstigaOor, was not at his small brick ‘ 
home at 7813 Edsel Ln.,-insuburban Fern^

-Creek Monday night. , *]
• His wite'Mary, 44, told The Kentucky' 
Post in an exclusive totnrview why their . 
secret is comiing out now, and what it has ‘ 

■■been like living with it. , . i < ■

■ The secr'et. _. - -„ . \
Anonymous phone calls—oome in the ' 

dead of the night-have plagued the 
’ Bairds through the seven years they have , 
been married. “It frightess you to death, 
'even if nobody says anything,” said Mary 
Biird. The last call came a month otoL 
“itLidn't seem like.it ias ever going to\ 

stop” she satd. 4 , .
’ ’ “I’m sure our phone has been tapped 

h

SlnRetup and read the paper. He kept 
S vgeh every report (of the assassma- 
ti0O’S aftermath) and he always reads al| 
the artictes on thesn deals. she said V
I “Havngpeace of mind would mean a

I whole lot to everybody- _ „
Clifton Baird didn't tell his rote th 

secret unti, after-tenir\marriage, the snl-!| 
ond for both of them. $

\S Rigs up rncorde'r.
\ “We havenft even told our children

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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• aboi| this,'and he’s kept a lot of it t® I 
himself, and hasn’t 'even told me, she^ 1 
saidjJ * . ■
" ' But she knows the general story. “He*. ( 
. had been driving ths fellow (another ' 
* Louisville policeman) home from work-v 
1 “the mans car had broken down or some­
’ tiring. And he started asking a lot of 
’ ■ strange question:,, then he asked whether » 

he’d kill King for half a million dollass. I
■ think ths got him pretty upset, and puz- • 
’ zled, so he rigged- up the tape recorder 

(under,the front car seat). The guy made 
the same offer to him the next time they * 
’drove home,’’ she said.. , J ^
' ' ’’Hie told him he didn’t want any part‘d 
of ’it. He didn’t have ’ anytlring against

. black people. That’s why it was so hard 
- for him to understand. ’Why me? you
know? “ • “ ' .-;:

i

■ 'Feared for job. : ’’ .!“«
/ Baird was no’ known among .police' ’’

as a marksman. “I guess he is a good ' 
’enough shot, but he doesn't do target^ 
practice or anything,” MrsdBaird said; / ~

After high school in b|wW Green, \
Ulair.ealiseed mth’M?™^’^ 1

: thre. You can .live with it, but,'you’re not 
11 peaceful?’ ' V'

- Mrs. Baird was not sure whether Hie 

; anegod offer came in 196# or 1967. Race 
.riots gripped Louisville in 1967, sparked

‘ by an open housing drive led by Rey. A. 
x D. King, brohier of Martin. , ;

a: D. King was pastor of Louisville’ 
Mt. Zion Bapt’st Church from 1965659, and 

' after moving to Ariana,, drowned in his 
f home pool in 1970. . .T “
•■ Baird is workmg on" an undercover 
iinvestigative job,, and could not be reach­
I ed for several days, hs wife said; , .
AX’ for the identities of aReged'con- 

,epirtiO?sf, “Tve heard name’,, but I could 
not teRyotu-if my life depended on R I 
,couldn't tell you,” said Mary Bai^dA 
rii ,'Sources invo’vtdl in the Houseycom- 
mittee probe of the aseasinatioas ofKing 
and Presddent John F. Kennedy said Balrt 

f is expected to ieeiify uniter oath to the
.ideattities of the FBI agent:’ and Lousvrile 
. policemen in the aleeged conspiracy.

.-7“ Commtttee sources told Scripps-How­
ard reportees the Louisville anegations 

st" are'considered “hot.” One commeNted, 
/‘‘They are plating it at the top”-.^ A ,z

B Ko'eeasshe said. “I think he was a ser-^
Igeaat:” ' “
| One reason Baird did not sPeak “p , 
earlier was fear for hs police: .job, from / 
’which he retired after 27 years m N°vem-. 
ber-1975. ‘.‘Before now, he was so close to 
retiring, he was afraid they might k'ck 
him out” Mrs. Baird said. - .- .. ••
' | Baird has felt victimized siace he left« 
'thS force. , '
* II“‘Somebody’s got to have ’omti.ning W 
I (negative) in his records—why hasn’t ^e ^ 
’been able to get a deceat job ’mce-^ his 
wife wondered. , ' . ;
. “He weBt to meatcuttess School^ ' 
Toledo, and tested out 98 per “£ A^ 
went to threw or four places thaLTert 
desperate for a meatcutter and cotildnt^ 
get a job.' . ' » , . v t * »;M
'g «lt’s been like that all the time-amd 
his only job referenreJs *e P°lce,,^ 
iThings like that just don’t add up, Mrs. 
: Bawd said. . ' ’ “, A
| |’Yon can live with, somethmg like ,.,
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Routing Sip '- *
FD-4 (Rev. 3^i)

To: g Director
Att: EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

” DIVISION

Date

FILE

□ SAC- 

□ ASAC 

□ Supv.

□ Agent 
□ SE — 
□ SC_ 
□ CC _

Title

RE:

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEES 
ON ASSASSINATIONS 

(MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.)

□ Steno--------------------- :--------
□ Clerk-------------------------------- □ Rotor #: ---------------------------------- :------

ACTION DESIRED
□ Acknowledee □ Open Case

□ Assign------ Reassign--------  □ Prepare lead cards
□ Bring file □ Prepare tickler
□ Call me I I Return assignment car'd
I I Correct | | Return fle
I I Deadline--------------------------------- □ Search and return
I I DeadHne passed 

□ Delmquent 
I I Discontinue 
□ Expedite 
□ Fie
I I For information 
I | Hand!

I I Initial & return 
f I Leads need atteotioo
I | Return with txplaoatioo or ootatioo as to action taiken.

□ See me

I I Serial #------------------------------------------------
□ Post □ Recharge □ Return

| | Send to_______________________
□ Submit new charge out
□ Submit report by-----------------------------------
□ TyPe

Attached are 5 newspaper abides regarding 
captioned matter, telecopier facsimile copies 
of which furniched Civil ‘
3/23/77

Rights Division VI on

See reverse side

GRO: 1973 5

SAC

LOUISVILLE

NLEY S. CZARNECKI

Off
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FD-448 (Rev. 10-16-731)

Transmit attached by Facsimile - PLAINTEXT
S- '*

Parity IMMEDIATE

Xo: BUREAU

From: LOUISVILLE (100-1^83)
Subject: HOUSE select committee 

LSSLSSINLTOONS (MARTIN

Date: 3/23/77
Time: Transmittdd - 3:16

ON Initials - /j?^^

LUTHER KING-, JR.) z

I I Fingerprint Photo □ Fingerprint Record □ Map 5 [S] Newspaper clippingS □Photograph

I I Artists Conception □ Other-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Special handiing instructions:

HAND CARRY TO SECTION CHIEF JL.MTS S. PTTLMLN, CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION, 
DIVISOON 6, ROOM 5121.
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FD36(Rev. 7-27-^6)

TRANSMIT VIA 
[^ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 
□ Airtel

Dat1 3/26/77

" FBI • 1
PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFFCATIIN•: '

□ Immediate □ TOP SECRET ।
@ Priority □ SECRET J
□ Routine □ CONFmENTILL J

C^i eft O j
□ CLEAR '

FM LOUISVILLE (44-947)(P)

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) PRIORITY

BT

EFTO

MU1RKIN

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO LOUISVILLE, MARCH 25, 1977.

ON MARCH 26, 1977, ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO INTERVEEW CLIFOON E.

BAIRD, 7813 EDSEL LANE, LOUISVILLE, KY., CONCERNING ALL DETAILS 

OF RECENT REPORTED ALLEGATOON THAT BAIRD HAD RECEIVED OFFER FROM 

FBI AGENT'S AND POLICE OFFICERS TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

INQUIRY AT BAIRD RESIDENCE BY BUAGENTS, ACCOMPANIED BY

AUSA ALEXANDER T. TAFT, JR., ON MARCH 26, 1977, REVEALED CLIFOON

E. BAIRD CURRENTLY OUT OF TOWN AT UNDISCLOSED LOCATION IN KENTUCKY, 

WHERE BAUD IS ON SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT IN CONNECTION WITH EMPLOYMENT, 

PINJESRTON, INC. DETECTIVE AGENCY, 510 WEST BROADWAY, LOUISVILLE, 

KENTUCKY.

MARY BAIRD, WIFE OF CLIFOON E. BAIRD, DECLINED TO FURNISH
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FD3!6 (Rev. 7-27526)
FBI

•

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
□ Teletype □ Immediate □ TOP SECRET
□ Facsimile □ Priority □ SECRET
□ Airtel □ Routine □ CONFIDENTIAL

□ EFTO
□ CLEAR

Date

PAGE TWO LS 44-947

INFORMATION CONCERNING BAIRD'S SPECIFIC LOCATION SINCE BAIRD 

IS WORKING SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT INVOLVIGG TWELVE HOUR SHIFT AND 

INTERVIEW OF BAIRD WHILE SO EMPLOYED COULD JEOPARDIZE JOB AND 

CAUSE EMBARRASSMENT INASMUCH AS CO-WORKER ON CURRENT ASSIGNMENT 

HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF BAIRD'S RECENT ALLEGATION.

MARY BAIRD, WHO APPEARED COOPERATIVE AND TRUSTWORTHY, 

INDICATED HUSBAND WOULD NOT RETURN TO LOUISVILLE, KY., UNTIL 

MORNING OF MARCH 29, 1977, AT WHICH TIME BAUD WILL CONTACT FBI, 
LOUISVILLE OFFICE OR USA'S OFFICE, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY.

MARY BAIRD ADVISED SHE HAS NO PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF REPORTED 

OFFER, WHICH APPAUNTYY OCCURRED SOMETIME DURING 1966, AND 

HUSBAND HAS NOT REVEALED PERTINENT FACTS OF ALLEGATOON TO HER. 

IDENTITIES OF FBI AGENT’S AND LOUISVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 

REPORTEDLY NAMED H HUSBAND'S LETTER TO REPRESENTATIVE M. G. 

"GIII" SNYDER,, UNKNOWN TO MARY BAIRD.

ACCORDING TO MARY BAIRD, HUSBAND WAS INTERVEWWED BY HOUSE 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATOdNS (HSCA) H WASHINGTON, D.C., 
SEVERAL WEEKS AGO AT WHICH TIME TAPE RECORDING OF ALLEGED 

OFFER TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. AND ALL PERTINENT DATA 

PROVIDED COMMITTEE MEMBERS. MARY BAUD DID NOT BELIEVE COPY

Approved: ---------------------------------- Transmitted-------------------------------------- Per
(Number') (Time)

GPO:1977 O 2 225-539
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FD36 (Rev. 7-27^6)
" FBI

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
□ Teletype □ Immediate □ TOP SECRET
□ Facsimile □ Priority □ SECRET
□ Airtel □ Routine □ CREDENTIAL

□ EFTO
□ CLEAR

Date----

PA.GE THREE LS 44-947

OF TAPE RECORDING EXISTED AND HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF ANY COPY OF 

LETTER TO SNYDER WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN RETAINED BY BAIRD.

MARY BAIRD WAS OF OPINION THAT SNYDER PUBLICIZED RECEIPT OF 

ALLEGATION IN ORDER TO ENSURE CONTINUED FUNDING OF HSCA 

SCHEDULED TO EXPIIE MARCH 31, 1977. MARY BAIRD HAD NO KNOWLEDGE 

OF HOW HER HUSBAND’S IDENTITY WAS "LEAKED" TO NEWS MEDIA. 

MARY BAUD NOTED THAT SHE HAS BEEN HARASSED BY NEWS MEDIA, 

BOTH AT HOME AND AT HER EMPLOYMENT, STOCKYARDS BANK, LOUISVILLE, 

KY., IN APPARENT EFFORTS TO OBTAIN ADDITIONAL DATA REGARDNNG 

ALLEGATION AND INTERVIEW HUSBAND. TO DATE, NO KNOWN INTERVIEW 

OF BAUD HAS BEEN CONDUCTED BY NEWTS MEDIA.

MARY BAIID> ASSURED BUA.GENT’S AND AUSA THAT SHE WOULD HAVE 

HUSBAND, CLIFOON E. BAIRD, CONTACT FBI OR USA IMMEDIATELY 

UPON HIS RETURN TO LOUISVILLE, KY. NECESSITY FOR IMMEDIATE 

INTERVEWW REITERATED TO MARY BAIRD AND SUITABLE ARRANGEMENTS 

FOR SAME ON OR ABOUT MARCH 29, 1977 MADE.

ABOVE INFORMATION PERSONALLY FURNISHED BY BUAGENTS TO USA 

GEORGE J. LONG, JR., WESTERN DISTRICT OF KENTUCKY, LOUISVILLE, 

ON MARCH 26, 1977.

Approvedl: ---------------------------------- Transmitted Per
(Number) (Time)

GPO i 1977 O - 22S-539
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FD3J6 (Rev. 7-27-76) v 7 " FBI
•

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICTTINN:
□ Teletyee □ Immediate □ TOP SECRET
□ Facsimile □ Priority □ SECRET
□ Airtel □ Routine □ CONFIDENTIAL

□ EFTO
□ CLEAR

Date

PAGE FOUR LS 44-947

ADMINISTRATIVE:

LOUISVILLE WILL FOLLOW MATTER CLOSELY AND SUBMIT SUMMARY

TELETYPE SUBSEQUENT TO INTERVIEW, FOLLOWED BY LHM.

BT

Approved: --------------------------------- Transmuted-------------------------------------- Per
(Number) (Time)

GPO : 197’7 O - 225-539
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• a^V ^ a T R ''Re ADD^A-T sOORFRATTR" AMD t->,, ft v-v- T”V , CWO PEWA^VE AnD . „

indicated husband WOULD' NOT RETURN TO JO”TC”T1JE KY., UNTIL

’-RP'-Tms cr M.-nr SO 1077. AT WToR TIME -ATPO ■'Til CO *’-,. s t - -,
LOUISVILLE office OR USA'S OFFICE, lohtsVILLE, ke"-.^^

mauv bated, adviced she has no PERSONAL ,/MOuirnrr of reported

OE^Ed WHICH APOADEMTpy occurred ^^7^ DUET NR 1966, AND

SE-CT com-tttve on ASSASSINATES (HSCA) IN VACHT'CTON ,

S-V-RAJ WEEKS AGO at VUICH TME TAP- RECO’Dr^ OF aLIFS-
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LOPTCVT’I- WILL FOLLOW MATTER CLOSELY -ND rm'-T mM-ARv

subsequent to pjtervte,. followed by r’M.

085284 77 ho I c,-
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' FD-350^ev. 11-11-75)

(Mount Clipping

,Bifc’*iK  ̂ ^’’■®rmd0®r^0ghtFto “^j*0”feS

LOUISVILLE—Tpp. police and FBI- poln the dark! e rstid•.
not^^^ ^b^-^
aJ^^  ̂ ' irafOColthdameut^^^^^^^

■ yf Nunn was the ranking offtcrr in charge,
^J0'^™ wasoff work Tuesday. .- 

. Wrhaer no formation and have no I 
way of getting- it until the committee ' 
eddiardSiLtt,” Nreto told Kentucky Post! 
War:hlngton eorerpom<ront Jim- Eberle ’ 
Monday, • -

Baird, 50, is the retired Louisville 
patr-olman expectid to name under oath 
members of law enforcement agen- 
ciies as part of a group that offered Baird 
$500,(00) to assassinate the late Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.

_ Through US. Rep. Gene Snyder, 
Baird has capureed the attention of the 

‘House Asrassinatinrs Committee, which 
probmg tee kilimgs of Presteeht John 

j1. Kennedy andhr. King.
' Snyder has asked the committee to 
•provide protection for Baird, in case

(Indicaite page, naime of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Im concerndd that a question has' 
been raised, but I can't clarify it until we i 
get more information;” ;

Nevin Po^eed out the difficulty of, 
questioning LouisviUe’s 720-plus poBwi 
officers, “if we have to start from< 

4 scrateh. (T ’

“If the committee wanted to tell up { 
tayhuhg, wed cooperate. If 'it’s, in fadtl 
t!riie (that Louiseille officers plotted- an 1 
asrassinaOoh) and., any of those folk arej 
still on the foe•i:e, we want to-know about ( 
it,” said the-chief. I

------ Page 1

-----Kentucky Post

-----Covington, Ky

LouisviHeFBI Bureau chief Jaimes S.' 
■ 'Zarneda said, “Ais far as we know,., 
there’s no basis to it (the lhargeof FBI- 
»ploti.mvolvemeot) and further than-that T , 

I can’t comment because I don’t have th| 
6'facte, Now Congressmon Snyder and Mid 
Baird;# would think, would be mthe-best- 
pos^tion to give the compete ^down er 
whateyee- the heck they have—because_ 
I’minthe eomplete.dark myself. - ;

| During the time of the alleged-mudde - 
foffer, 1966, the LouisviUe FBI chief waii 
^Palmer Baikehe, now -retired. !
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J§^r^^% meet her

B0u«^

tacted. after receiving Baird’® letter Feb.

saidQS with FBI sources, Devine 
I ’add Bdird, hbelievabihty “checedd out 
I geed, acIe)rd1sgJte Snyder,

ThoPgh LeuitviIln FBI men said they 
never heard Baird’ name brfore, Col 
Baird red’ h”Ynah, I remember Cliff 
^ bg guy-«> ■ W polbe 

po,/^ is tix fent on1 tach lall, jjj

non-,-,—■■rt"el‘him, said Nunn. 
T^nLCelernlwas sure rethirg in Baird's 
pel’’e>nnefiflte woudd stand in the way of a 
good Jeb.reI»^Merdldalron. Mrs. Baird 
hdrni^ that question becaulsn her hus- 
^U^ unusual - difficulty. finding a good, 
job after retirement g god

c.So far’ lnv=estWn by the congres­
sional committee, Snyder’s personal 
assessment and comments by teUow 
Longville police'-officers give Baird high 
marksferrelianility. s Uis^

A less objective source, his wife, did 
too. ,
.... WidewndJ1^

present^usbanW 
Until 1969 I know I’vn bncnr-cally lucky 
t’.h™ ’two. sood 'hltb^mrd—a lot of 

_womennever had one,” she said.
Both she and her husband drink on 

occanon, but I’ve never seen him drunk 
-not ww at a party,” Mrs. Baird said.

Thong11 Baird appears sober:, sane 
and serious, the alleged—and still 
Unnamed—10136 certprralors may not 
tevete^. ,I think what he (Bairdy real­
ly wan’ to know is why they did it. If 
thcywane;d to te l.a joke, why thus?

And if its a joke, why the ir(imida- 
(ier:.,t, anonymous phone calls?” the 
Bairds rnmter is unlisted.' .

Sheisad ‘heehaw been no (hreaten- 
yS le^rs, andmther of the Bairds have 

. own followed nor spied, on “that I know 

t ™Lasi night Mrs' Baird said the three 
Louswlte FBI agents named in her hus­
band s tetter Jo Snyder were not names 
mvnlTd on ? tape recording Baird has 
eOfnrnd as evidence. The tape is claimnd 
I! k?® recording of another Ieuitvflle 
pohcnmaneOformg.thn half mililor bounty 
OerKirg,tdealhi. • y

Ite allesled FBI involvement eviden-- 
tTrneme' c^r to Baird at a different

"Yotf!l ha’1 to get that from him. 
Im not sm-eFd get it right,” Mrs. Baird 
said.

She said she didn't believe the conver- 
’?.„!’. O1^ the point of d’^Icussinff 
g§whe^^
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