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- . By JIM ADAMS
‘ ~Courier-Journal' Staff Writer

said yesterday that he Has turned over
to the House Aﬁsassinatig’ns Committee

"JI. . .
Snyder said that in late February he
| received a letter from “a former police-
'man™ who claims he was twice offered
1 $500,000 to kill King, i
!) Pnyder made his comments yesterday
while taping a WHASTY News Confer-
\jente program,
¢} at §2:30 p.m, tomorrow on WHAS televi-
-} sion and radio. ) .
|, Snyder would not revealthe name .of
,’,the former policeman making * the
i charge, or theé . names of three FBI

i;agenfs and several policeman who alleg: -

edly were involved in.the plof. Snyder
} also declined -to nanie thie police force
bthat the ‘man worked on for more than
20 years. S T,
Snyder' made- yio. connection hetween
the offer allegedly made to the police-
f man.and the actual killing of King.-
v “I'have always had confidence in the

r
|

4 country, and 1 .had to assume that what
they determined -(about the slaying) was
accurate,” Snyder said. “Now I think
this is something that needs to be inves-
tigated” -, y .

Richard. A, Sprague, the -Philadelphia
atforney who is -chief -counsel for the
assassinations committee, last night con-
firmed that Snyder had turned -over ma-
terial containing the allegation, but re-
wfused:to.answer questions about, it,

i “The matter you refer to Has heen
irefegred to the committée and is under
dnvestigation,” he said « by telephone
#rom Philadelphia, -

. King wag'slain in Memphis; Tenn,, in,

1968, and. James Earl Ray was convicted

of kiling him. The House committee

last fay began investigating’ the assassi- .-

nations\ of King and President John
Kennedy: The committee’s fundii
Epires March 31, - ;

i
|

Pnyder gives parel
allegation of plot
to assassinat

US. Rep. Gene Suyder, R-4th District, .

which will -be broadeast .

major law enforcement agencies -of this"

"tape. Asked

ves pa

Snyder, who voted against the com-
mittee initially, told The Courier-Journal *
in an interview last night that he will

T e et s e e

¢ King

v

vofe to-continue funds for ifs mvestiga- -

tion solely on the basis of the allegation
brought-fo him. :

Snydér said he had no explanation for °

why the policeman brought the chafges
‘to him, rather than directly to the dom-

put him in"touch with the commit e,

the congressman said, - . .
He $aid the former Doliceman had at-
tempted to turn a tape'xjgcordiqg of the
$500,000 offer-oyer to Ray’s: attorneys,
but finally was asked by one of the -at-
torneys’ investigators “where he planmmed
to hide if he tried 4o do anythinig with
the tape.” AN . .
Asked if He believes the mhan’s allega-
tion, Snyder said, “I don’t know. But I
think charges such as this need to.pe
investigated.”. . '
Snyder said he has
charges with U.s.
vige of Ohio, the ranking minority mem-
ber on the committee. He said Devi é, a.
former EBI agent, checked dnto, the’
man’s background and found. him th be
-“a solid citizen” Devine could. mo§, be
reached last night, - .
* Sriyder told WHAS, “I have talked to
‘him (the Policemany bersonally and in
my opinion he  pppears to be a Tesponsi-
ble citizen,, ,-7» . - -
He . told the ‘television station, “He
(the former officer) was approached .to
assassinate Martin Luther  King, He
‘names three FBI officers, he names
three .or four prominent beople af that
time in the police depariment, He indi-
caies that the offer was madé on two
Gceasions “in. his automobile where he
had a fape recorder; that he taped those °
items. One of them (the tapes) was wto.
len, the.other he still has.”
Snyder said the man went to

ington .and either appeared befojle the
committee or was. interviewed py. its.
staff, Snyder said the committee Has the
if he hds a copy of the
tape, . e e

discussed the

ash-
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/ Snyder gives panet
allegation of plot

’ By JIVT ADAMS .- Snyder, ‘who voted agaifist_the. dom. .
Gotrier-Journal staft Writer mittee initially, told The Courief-Tournal |—PAGE B 1

. < U.S. Rep, Gene'Snydér, R-4th District, -in an:ihterview last night that he will
' said yesterday that he has"tl.}ppeq: over yofe“fo continue funds for its investiga-
to the House Assassinafions ‘Committed . tion solely on the basig of thé allegation

an allegation that BI agerts ai police ~brought £ him. - i ——COURIER JOURNAL
Dlotted to kill Dr. Martin_ Luther. King Snyder said he had no explanation- for
. L sary he BV the policeman brought- the: ‘chdrges.

Snyder said thap in Jate February he o, hin, rather than difectly 9 the ‘com. * )
received a letfer from “a former police- .nittea The policeman_asked' ‘Sayder 4o —ZLOUISVILLE, KY
may® who claims he was twice offéred. put Him in touch with tlte -committee, :
$50000 to kill King. Vesterday. 1€ COngressman said. o
. Spyder made his comments yesterday He said the former policeman had: ai-

‘whileytaping a WHASTV News. Confer- tems ! 2l 1ad

£ P B, e empted to-furn 2 tape recording of the _—
oy S brogram, which .will ‘be_broadeast '$500,000 offer over to Ray's attorneys;
at 1‘2:33 b, tomorrow on WHAS televi- o) finally was ‘asked by-one of the af.
sionand radio, - : torneys- investigatore i eont 4
Snyder would ngt reveal the name of %gr%%gz i’g‘;]e:t’t%?ggifzofggf;;ylzﬁigéé ned:

-

the former policeman: making the the tapa? E—
charge, of the names of. thtes FBI h DL N
! agents and several policeman who, alleg- , Asked ifhé believes thé man's allega:
b edly were involved in the, plot. Snyder tion, Snyder said, “I doi know. But'1
' 2lso. declined fo ‘hame the -police force” “think _charges such as this need,:to ‘be . _—
* ‘that the mian worked on for ore-than investigated: o ‘
20 years. .7 . Snyder ' said “he “has' discussed the
Snyder -inade” no conneétion ‘between chasges with US.-Rép. Samuel L. De-
. the’ offer allegedly madé to the police- vVine of ‘Ohio, the ranking mifority merm- . 3/19/77
. man and the actual killing of King, .- ber oh the committee; 'He said Deyine, a. Date: R
“I have always had confidencé in the former FBL agent, checked into, the Edition:
. major law -enfotcement agencies of this man’s"};_aclgg_roﬂndianq: found. him ‘to ke Author:
. counfry, anid I had ‘to- assiime that whit “a solid citizen.” Devine ‘éould 1ot be uthor: BINGHAM
i they determined (about the slaying) was .reached last night. =~ - P Editor: BARRY
- accurate,” ‘Shyder said. "“Now I thitk  ‘Snyder told WHAS, “I have talked to Title: JR
-this is somethirig that needs to- be inves: him' ( the policeman) personally and. in ’
| tigated.” ' ‘my-opinion he appears to- be a Tesponsi-
Richard A. Sprague, the Philadelphia ble citizep. . ., ¥ - . )
. attorfiey who is ¢hief. counsel for.the - 'He told the television. . station, “ie Cheracter: L8447
| assassinations commiittee, last night con- (the former officer) was approached-to aracter:
“firmed that Snyder had turiied over ma- assassinate Martin Luther King, He or
¥ terial coitaining the allegation, :buf re- names.. three FBI officers, he ‘names Classification:
- Tuséd to answek gutestions about it; three or four Drominent péaple at that . : 1s
i - “The mitter you refér to has héen time in the police departrient. He indi. Submitting Office:

rreferred to the committée and i$ tnder catés that thie, ‘offer Was. nade on two
' investigation,” he said by - telephone occasions .in. his automobile where he
{from-Philidelphia, . ‘had:a tape recorder, that he taped those:
i King was slain in Mernphis, Tenn.,, in -items. One of thém (the,”’tapesx) was, sto+
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*1968, and James Earl Ray was convicted leh, the ‘other He still has, H
vof Killing Him. The House committee  ‘Snyder .saidl the man went to Wash: «
Jast fall, began investigat’,ipg the assassi- ington and -either appeared before the L
cnations \{ King and President John cominittee or was Jnterviewed sby its .
i Kennedy, \The committeels funding ex- staff. ‘Snyder said the committee as the MA ~,

ires Marci\3i, L tape: - j i 81 — Loursy, -
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LOUISVILLE Ky. (AP} —
\The ‘wife-of a-former Louigvillé
'policeman has told néwsmen
her husband, Cllfton Baxrd is
the source of thesallegation. that

of the LOUISVIHe pohce depart-

by a pnvate ‘Secufity. ageticy,
was out-of town'and unavaxlable
 for.commient.
. He s reported to have been a
rpatrolman on the', LOlllSVllle
police force. from 1949 'to 1975,
Baird’s w1fe, Mary, 44, was
quoted by WHAS-TV and- ’i‘he
{ Courier Journalras confn‘mmg

allegatlons that he was offered
$500,000 to. kill the: cwxl rights
[Ieader, who was. assassmated in.
}1968. James Ear] Ray was im-
pnsoned in. Tennessee oii. a
.murder charge. stemming’ from
uthe, assassination. °

. spokesman for the; ‘House Select

.as’ conhrmmg Baird' ‘was, the

source of the allegations.
vAttemptS Tuesday right to
reach Mrs. Baird. aboiit the

.cessful.

Rep. Gene Snyder, R-Ky.;
idisclosed Tast. weekthat he talk-
'ed with a retu‘ed police officer
iwho clalmed he was. offered
money tmklll King. Snyder did
not name ‘the officer or the c1ty

‘»"Assassmatlon .
clue 1dent1f1ed

FBI agents and some members’

' xBut Balrd 50 now employed '

her husband was the soufce of

y WHAS dlso quoted a

Committee on Assassmatxons, .

.media reports were unsue-'

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

in whxch the aueged plot -0e3
curred, but said he reférred:the
man to the. House assassma-
tlons commxttee

Contacted at honie Tuesday.

‘night about whether Baird was

the man; Snyder refused to’

‘comment N

Earher, Snyder: quoted: fromr
aletter he said the man had
written. whlch said, “While I
was-in:thé police. depai'tz'nent 1
was " mnocently -involved in a
conspn‘acy to assassmate -DF,
Martin Luthér ng i

The congressiarn said of the

‘man makmg the allegatlon “I

donit think: that he’s a Kook. I’
ot iif a- posmon to say: whether
hels telling the truth or'not; hit
he does not. -appéarto meto.bé.a
person other ‘than totally ra-
‘tional:” 5
Snyder- -said he hstened to a
tape recording, ‘riow' in. the

"hands of Housé mveshgators, :
which purports to contain con-

versations relating to the, alleg— .

ed conspn'acy

A committée-spokesman sald
the allegatlons are being in-
vestigdted. Tf the House votes
next week to eéxtend the com-

" nittee’s ‘¢harter, committee in-

vestlgators may meet with’ ‘the
man.in Louxsvxlle .next month
the spokésrnan said.
Louisville Police Chief John,
Nevin saxd the departient has
not received any official. com- .
muniications from the_
aSsassmatwns cominittee, )

)
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G overnment”

told of King
m mf;ﬂ@i@lf story -~

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP)- U
S. Atty. George Long says he
has told the Justice Department
about an allegation that
Louisville police and FBI
agents conspired to assassinate
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Long said Friday that the
Justice Department hasn't

Jdecided yel whether it will in- -

vestigate the allegations
disclosed last week by Rep.
Gene Sayder, R-Ky.

Snyder said he was contacted
by a man who told bim of a con-
spiracy to
rights leader. The man alleged,
Snyder said, that six members
of the I omsvxlle Police Depart-
ment »nd several FBI agenfs
were involved. 4

Snyder has refused to dxvulge
the man’s name. However, Th?
Kentucky Post reported ’that
Cli¥ton Baird, 50, a retired
Lotjsville policeman, made the
allegations, and his wife Mary,
44, confxrmed it.

Baud has not been available

for comment since his wife con-_

‘firmed he told Snyder of the
alleged plot.

Snyder, who still refuseq fo
identify the person” who con-
tacted him, said he talked with
the man “face to face.,” The
congressman quoted the man as
saying he was offered $506,000
to kill King, assassinated in

Meraphis, Tenn., in 1868. James

Earl Ray is serving 99 years in
prison for the murder of King.
Mrs. Baird said her hushand
is a security guard, thal he
retired fresn the police depart-
ment after 2 vears service and
that he is ort of town on zn
ass.gnment. She has refused lo
elabarate.
k}

#

kill the late civil

§
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She said her }-a"'b:‘rld horﬁ

of the alleged plol sCWn years
afjo, when they were married
He told Snyder, she said,
because he wanted “lo know
why someone asked him” to kill
King. It had been “bothering
him,” she said. .

Snyder said the man told hn'n

“he had contacted one of Ray's

. attorneys, who dismissed the
allegation as untrue. Sn_ydet‘.
however, said his impression of
the man led him to believe t_he
charge at least should be in-
vestigated. Snyder said the man
was “rational’’ and that thg _FBI
considered him a “solid citizen
type.”

y’Ila‘he man told Snyder that he
tape-recorded the alleged offer
{vhich he said was maga in
¢ar, the congressmin said.
Shyder also said the :fape has;
bien turned over to the House
Select Committee on Assassina-
tions, along with a letter from
the man in which names of
policemen and FBI agents
allegedly involved were listed.

Snyder said he listened to a

. copy of the tape but that most of
it was inaudibie. However, he
sgid he heard enocugh to
establish it had something to do
with King and money.

nyder said, additicnaly,
that he changed his mind sboul
extending fuading for the cony-
mittee on the basis of his cory
versation with the man.

Louisville Police Chief John
Nevin said his department
would not know where to begin
an investigation but thal he «
would like to be supplied with
any information the Hotse com-
mittee has on the alleged in-
volvement by Louisville police.

“I would very much like to
have the information furnished
to us so we can ask some serious
questions,” Nevin said. “Right ~
now, it is really most difficult to
deal with the situation, but I ’
cerfainly think before it’s over A

- we Te going to have to look in'g%{
it, ho question about it.” A

'}

J 17
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

3/30/77

Date of transcription

On March 29, 1977, at approximately 7:28 PM,
Special Agents EDMUND V, ARMENTO and CHRIS R, HOEHLE arrived
at the residence of CLIFTON E. BAIRD, 7813 Edsel Lane,
Iouisville, Kentucky, for the specific purpose of contacting
BAIERD in an effort to arrange a suitable interview of BAIRD:
with Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) in the presence of Assistant United States Attorney
(AUSA) ALEXANDER T, TAFT, JR. in connection with an allegation
of an offer reportedly made to BAIRD by unnamed FBI Agents
during 1966 to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., Contact
was made inasmuch as BAIRD had failed to initiate contact with
the FBI or the United States Attorney's Office on March 29,
1977, as had been requested of his wife, MARY BAIRD, during
previous contact on March 26, 1977.

Upon arrival at the BAIRD residence, MARY BAIRD:-
answered the doorbell, at which time Special Agents immediately
identified themselves and displayed their credentials. MARY
BAIRD: acknowledged that she recognized both Special Agents
from previous contact with same on March 26, 1977, however,
requested that Special Agents speak with her outside her
residence, Interviewing Agents requested entrance into her
residence for privacy reasons inasmuch as neighbors were
sitting on front porches in close proximity to BAIRD residence
and would be able to overhear all conversation, Entrance into
residence was granted by MARY BAIRD following the above request.
Upon entering the residence, MARY BAIRD was asked if she had been
in contact with her husband, CLIFTON E, BAIRD, to which she
replied that her husband was in fackt present at the residence.

CLIFTON E, BAIRD entered the living room of the
BAIRD residence, at which time Special Agents attempted to
identify themselves with credentials in the presence of
BAIRD's wife and explain the purpose of the contact. CLIFTON
E. BAIRD exclaimed that he knew who the Special Agents were,
refused to shake hands or look at the credentials. BAIRD
stated, "I know who you are.', not giving the interviewing
Agents opportunity to explain the reason for instant contact.
BAIRD was immediately advised that the Attorney General of the
United States had specifically requested he be interviewed

3/29/77 Louisville, Kentucky 1S 44-947- 400

Interviewed on, at File # __

SA CHRIS R. HOEHLECEAS
SA EDMUND V. ARMENTQ/AVA/scs

3/30/77

Date dictated

This document confains neither recommendafions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FB! and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contenis are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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concerning allegations recently revealed by BAIRD to United
States Representative M. G. (GENE) SNYDER. BAIRD blurted,
"I have no statement to make. Just leave.", not allowing
interviewing Agents to complete statement.

BAIRD became visibly upset and his eyes appeared
glassy and moist, speaking abruptly and not allowing interviewing
Agents to express themselves fully. While leaving residence
at the specific direction of BAIRD, Special Agents again
advised BAIRD that the sole purpose of the contact was to
arrange an interview of BAIRD with Special Agents of the FBI
in the presence of a representative of the United States
Attorney. BAIRD immediately inquired as to the identity of
the United States Attorney and when informed that the local
United States Attorney was GEORGE J. LONG, JR., BAIRD exclaimed,
"Don't bring that man out here, I have no use for him."

BAIRD further exclaimed, "I have received numerous threats

from the FBI over the last ten years." and "I have nothing

to say." BAIRD terminated the contact by stating, "I'll

say it all to the House Committee.”" Immediately prior to
termination of contact, BAIRD was advised that if he possessed
any evidence of misconduct on the part of any FBI Agent, he
should immediately bring same to the attention of the Attorney
General of the United States. Contact was terminated at 7:32 PM
and Special Agents immediately departed the area of the
residence,

N

e
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FBI
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
Teletype mmediate [J TOP SECRET

(] Facsimile (] Priority (] SECRET
. 7 Airtel 7 Routine (] CONFIDENTIAL
EFTO
(1 CLEAR
Date 3/29/77

FM LOUISVILLE (44-497) (P)

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)  IMMEDIATE | [
BT

EFTO

MURKIN

AT 7:28 P.M. ON MARCH 29, 1977, SECOND ATTEMPT TO CONTACT
CLIFTON E. BAIRD, 7813 EDSEL LANE, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, WAS
MADE BY BUREAU AGENTS IN EFFORT TO ARRANGE INTERVIEW IN PRESENCE
OF ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY (AUSA) ALEXANDER T. TAFT,
JR., IN CONNECTION WITH ALLEGATION OF OFFER MADE BAIRD BY
UNNAMED FBI AGENTS DURING 1966 TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR.

PREVIOUS ATTEMPT TO INTERVIEW BAIRD MADE MARCH 26, 1977,

AT WHICH TIME ARRANGEMENTS MADE WITH MARY BAIRD, WIFE OF CLIFTON
E. BAIRD, FOR LATTER TO NOTIFY AUSA TAFT OR BUREAU AGENTS UPON
RETURN TO LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, FROM UNDISCLOSED LOCATION WITHIN

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY ON MARCH 29, 1977. BAIRD DID NOT

Vf}f”} LH - %35.7‘

1 - Usa, Lou15v1lle

1 - 100-4583 \v””@,\ C:P@ Searched
- - ) Seriali

- 44-a07 5‘£?«QM’§> 6?‘ indesos.

EVA:1 ’ GX )

(3) A

oo

@07 dé//d';z Per L@—

(Number) (Time)

Approved: S‘SC.«/ / £ V/}/LKJ Tra};mit}g&
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(] Teletype [ Immediate ] TOP SECRET :
[C] Facsimile ] Priority ] SECRET :
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] CLEAR !

I

Date :

| pacE ™o  1s 44-497 ®FTO 777
INITIATE CONTACT AS REQUESTED, HENCE SECOND ATTEMPT TO CONTACT

BAIRD MADE BY BUREAU AGENTS EVENING OF MARCH 29, 1977, TO

ARRANGE INTERVIEW.

UPON ARRIVAL AT RESIDENCE, MARY BAIRD ANSWERED DOORBELIL
AT WHICH TIME BUREAU AGENTS IMMEDIATELY IDENTIFIED THEMSELVES.
MARY BAIRD ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SHE RECOGNIZED BUREAU AGENTS FROM
PREVIOUS CONTACT ON MARCH 26, 1977, HOWEVER, REQUESTED THAT
BUREAU AGENTS SPEAK WITH HER OUTSIDE RESIDENCE. BUREAU AGENTS
REQUESTED ENTRANCE FOR PRIVACY REASONS AND WERE GRANTED SAME.
UPON ENTERING RESIDENCE, MARY BAIRD WAS ASKED IF SHE HAS BEEN
IN CONTACT WITH HUSBAND, TO WHICH SHE REPLIED THAT HUSBAND
WAS PRESENT AT RESIDENCE.

CLIFTON E. BAIRD ENTERED LIVING ROOM AT WHICH TIME BUREAU
AGENTS ATTEMPTED TO IDENTIFY THEMSELVES WITH CREDENTIALS, IN
PRESENCE OF WIFE, MARY BAIRD, AND EXPLAIN PURPOSE OF CONTACT.
CLIFTON E. BAIRD EXCLAIMED THAT HE KNEW WHO BUREAU AGENTS WERE
AND REFUSED TO LOOK AT CREDENTIALS. BAIRD WAS ADVISED BY BUREAU
AGENT THAT ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES HAD SPECIFICALLY
REQUESTED BAIRD BE INTERVIEWED CONCERNING ALLEGATIONS RECENTLY

REVEALED BY BAIRD TO U.S. REPRESENTATIVE M. G. (GENE) SNYDER,

Approved: Transmitted Per
(Number) (Time)

GPO :1977 O - 225-539
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I

Date :

PAGE THREE LS 44-497 EFTO
4TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, KENTUCKY. BAIRD STATED, "I HAVE NO
STATEMENT TO MAKE. JUST LEAVE."

BAIRD BECAME VISIBLY UPSET AND EYES APPEARED GLASSY AND
MOIST, SPEAKING ABRUPTLY AND NOT ALLOWING BUREAU AGENTS TO
EXPRESS THEMSELVES. WHILE LEAVING RESIDENCE AT SPECIFIC DIRECTION
OF BAIRD, BUREAU AGENTS AGAIN ADVISED BAIRD THAT SOLE PURPOSE OF
CONTACT WAS TO ARRANGE INTERVIEW OF BAIRD WITH BUREAU AGENTS IN
PRESENCE OF UNITED STATES ATTORNEY (USA) REPRESENTATIVE. BAIRD
INQUIRED AS TO IDENTITY OF USA AND WHEN INFORMED LOCAL USA WAS
GEORGE J. LONG, JR., BAIRD EXCLAIMED, "DON'T BRING THAT MAN OUT
HERE, I HAVE NO USE FOR HIM." BAIRD FURTHER EXCLAIMED, "I HAVE
RECEIVED NUMEROUS THREATS FROM FBI OVER LAST TEN YEARS." AND
"I HAVE NOTHING TO SAY." BAIRD TERMINATED CONTACT BY STATING,
“I'LL SAY IT ALL TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE." IN OBVIOUS REFERENCE
TO HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA). IMMEDIATELY
PRIOR TO TERMINATION OF INTERVIEW, BAIRD WAS ADVISED THAT IF HE
POSSESSED ANY EVIDENCE OF MISCONDUCT ON THE PART OF ANY FBI
AGENT, HE SHOULD IMMEDIATELY BRING SAME TO THE ATTENTION OF THE
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES. CONTACT WAS TERMINATED

AT 7:32 P.M.

Approved: Transmitted Per
(Number) (Time)
GPO : 1977 O - 225~539
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[ CLEAR !

Date E

PAGE FOUR LS 44-497 EFTO

AUSA ALEXANDER T. TAFT, JR., ADVISED OF ABOVE ON MARCH 29,
1977, AND COPY OF INSTANT COMMUNICATION BEING DISSEMINATED
LOCALLY TO USA, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY.
ADMINISTRATIVE:

RE LOUISVILLE TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU DATED MARCH 26, 1977.

BUREAU AGENTS ATTEMPTING TO ARRANGE INTERVIEW OF BAIRD ON
MARCH 29, 1977, IDENTIFIED AS SUPERVISOR EDMUND V. ARMENTO AND
SA CHRIS R. HOEHLE, WHO HANDLED THEMSELVES IN BUSINESSLIKE,
CORDIAL MANNER, EXHIBITING GREAT RESTRAINT WHILE DEALING WITH
OBVIOUSLY HOSTILE, CONTEMPTUOUS, AND APPARENTLY DISTRAUGHT
INDIVIDUAL.

INASMUCH AS COMPLETE RESULTS OF INTERVIEW ARE SET FORTH
HEREIN, LHM NOT BEING SUBMITTED UACB.

BT

Approved: Transmitted Per
(Number) (Time)

GPO : 1977 O - 225-539
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LS0aaT 7890419
00 HI
DE LS
03604192 MAR 77
R LOUISVILLE (44-49T)
T0O DIRECTOR (44-38861) IMMEDIATE
BT
EFTO
MURKIN

AT 7:28 P.M., ON MARCH 29, 1977, SECOND ATTEMPT TO CONTACT
fLIFTON E. BAIRD, 7813 EDSEL LANE, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, WAS
MADE BY BUREAU AGENTS IN EFFORT TO ARRANGE INTERVIEW IN PRESENCE
0F ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY (AUSA) ALEXANDER T. TAFT,
Rey IN CONNECTION WITH ALLEGATION OF OFFER MADE BAIRD BY

UNNAMED FBI AGENTS DURING 1966 TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING,

R

PREVIOUS ATTEMPT TO INTERVIEW BAIRD MADE MARCH 26, 1977,
AT WHICH TIME ARRANGEMENTS MADE WITH MARY BAIRD, WIFE OF CLIFTON
E. BAIRD , FOR LATTER TO NOTIFY AUSA TAFT OR BUREAU AGENTS UPON

RETURN TO LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, FROM UNDISCLOSED LOCATION WITHIN

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY ON MARCH 29, 1977, BAIRD DID NOT

Jd- "?(%’\ —

Searched
Serialized,
indexed

Filed_____ ™
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PAGE TWO . LS 44-497 EF T O
INITIATE CONTACT AS REQUESTED, HENCE SECOND ATTEMPT TO CONTACT
BATRD MADE BY BUREAU AGENTS EVENING OF MARCH 29, 1977, TO
RRAMGE INTERVIEW, _

 UPON ARRIVAL AT RESIDENCE, MARY BAIRD ANSWERED DGORBELL
AT WHICH TIME BUREAU AGENTS IMMEDIATELY IDENTIFIED THEMSELVES.,
MARY BAIRD ACKNOYLEDGED THAT SHE RECOGNIZED BUREAU AGENTS.FROM
FREVIOUS CONTAGT ON MARCH 26, 1977, HOWEVER, REQUESTED THAT
BUREAU AGENTS SPEAK WITH HER OUTSIDE RESIDENCE. BUREAU AGENTS
REQUESTED ENTRANCE FOR PRIVACY REASONS AND WERE GRANTED SAME.
IRON ENTERING RESIDENCE, MARY BAIRD WAS ASKED IF SHE HAS BEEN
IN CONTACT WITH HUSBAND, TO WHICH SHE REPLIED THAT HUSBAND
WAS PRESENT AT RESIDENCE, |

CLIFTON E. BATRD ENTERED LIVING ROOM AT WHICH TIME BUREAU

/SENTS ATTEMPTED TO IDENTIFY THEMSELVES WITH CREDENTIALS, IN
FRESENCE OF WIFE MARY BAIRD, AND EXPLAIN PURPOSE OF CONTACT.
(LIFTON E. BAIRD EXCLAIMED THAT HE KNEY UHO BUREAU AGENTS WERE

. AND REFUSED TO LOGK AT CREDENTIALS. BAIRD WAS ADVISED BY BUREAU
MENT THAT ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES HAD SPECIFICALLY

REQUESTED BAIRD BE INTERVIEWED CONCERNING ALLEGATIONS RECENTLY
REVEA‘I.EB. BY BAIRD TO U, S, REPRESENTATIVE M. G. (GENE) SNYDER,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




. > ¢

PAGE THREE LS 44-4957 EF TO
AH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, KENTUCKY. BAIRD STATED, “I HAVE NO
STATEMENT TO MAKE. JUST LEAVE," |

BAIRD BECAME VISIBLY UPSET AND EYES APPEARED GLASSY AND
MOIST, SPEAKING ABRUPTLY AND NOT ALLOWING BUREAU AGENTS TO
EXPRESS THEMSELVES, WHILE LEAVING RESIDENCE AT SPEGIFIC DIRECTION
OF BAIRD, BUREAU AGENTS AGAIN ADVISED BAIRD THAT SOLE PURPOSE OF
ONTACT WAS TO ARRANGE INTERVIEY OF BAIRD WITH BUREAU AGENTS IN
FRESENCE OF UNITED STATES ATTORNEY (USA) REPRESENTATIVE. BAIRD
INQUIRED AS TO IDENTITY OF USA AND WHEN INFORMED LOCAL USA WAS
GEROGE J. LONG, JR., BAIRD EXCLAIMED, “"DON'T BRING THAT MAN OUT
WERE, I HAVE NO USE FOR HIM,™ BAIRD FURTHER EXCLAIMED, "I HAVE
RECEIVED NUMEROUS THREATS FROM FBI OVER LAST TEN YEARS.™ AND
"1 HAVE NOTHING TO SAY". BAIRD TERMINATED CONTACT BY STATING,
"I*LL. SAY IT ALL T0 THE HOUSE COMMITTEE." IN 0BVIOUS REFERENCE
70 THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA). IMMEDIATELY
FRIOR TO rﬁnmtmywn-m INTERVIEY, BAIRD WAS -ADVISED THAT IF HE o
POSSESSED ANY EVIDENCE OF MISCONDUCT ON THE PART OF ANY FBI
BENT, HE SHOULD IMMEDIATELY BRING SAME.TO THE ATTENTION OF THE
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES. CONTACT WAS TERMINATED

AT 7332 P.i. ‘
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PAGE FOUR LS 44-457 EFTO

AUSA ALEXANDER T, TAFT, JR., ADVISED ON ABOVE ON MARCH 29,
1977, AND COPY OF INSTANT COMMUNICATION BEING DISSEMINATED
LOCALLY TO USA, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY.

DMINISTRATIVE ¢
RE LOUISVILLE TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU DATED MARCH 26, 1577,
BUREAU AGENTS ATTEMPTING TO ARRANGE INTERVIEW OF BAIRD ON
MARCH 29, 1977, IDENTIFIED AS SUPERVISOR EDMUND V, ARMENTO AND
S CHRIS R. HOEHLE, WHO HANDLED THEMSELVES IN BUSINESSLIKE,
ORDIAL MANNER , EXHIBITING GREAT RESTRAINT WHILE DEALING WITH
BVIOUSLY HOSTILE, CONTEMPTUOUS, AND APPARENTLY DISTRAUGHT
IND IVIDUAL, | _ '
INASMUCH AS COMPLETE RESULTS OF INTERVIEY ARE SET FORTH
HEREIN, LHM NOT BEING SUBMITTED UACB.
BT

Mm93415 HQ 1
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FD-448 (Rev. 10-16-73)

Transmit attached by Facsimile - PLAINTEXT Priovity _ X

T Director, FBI ( ll-38861 ) P 3 /31777 e

From: Time: Transmitted - /0/W
SAC, Louisville ( LlLi=9L7 )

Subject: Injtials - 574;
MURKIN

{1 Fingerprint Photo [ Fingerprint Record ] Map [] Newspaper clipping [] Photograph

[} Artists Conception &] Other _FD 302 ve Clifton B, Baird

Special handling instructions:

It is noted, Louisville indices, contain only one
reference o a Clifton Eugene Baird, Officer,/L6ﬁisville Police
Depte, in LS Lli=l 7L, which file, however, wa destregsd.een 2%28{%%1
There are no other references to Baird and Houisvil gwﬁaﬁ_p informa=-

* Indexed

tion concerning threats by the FBRT o Bai
Filed, "I/

W-501- o2

Approved:
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Iouisville, Kentucky

In Reply, Please Refer to ' March 30, 1977
File No. , - :

\

- ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

: On Maréh 20, 1977, M. G. (Gene) Snyder, United

States Representative, 4th Congressional District, Kentucky,
appearing on WHAS-TV "News Conference", taped March 18, 1977,
at Louisville, Kentucky, revealed that he believed investigation
by the House Select Committee on Assassinations (HSCA) would be
productive in light of some recent revelations even though

he did not initially vote for funding of same. Snyder
indicated that he had changed his mind in light of some recent
information which he carefully explained so as to not "drop
somebody in" or '"say anything wrong about somebody, that
shouldn't be said."

Snyder indicated that he had received a letter a few
weeks ago from a "citizen'" whom Snyder described as being
retired after many year¥ from a responsible police department
and that this "citizen", not further described, claimed to have
been approached by three (3) "FBI officers" and three*(3) or
four (4) "prominent people at that time in that police department.”
Snyder noted that this unnamed "citizen'" received this "offer"
on two (2) separate occasions in his automobile where he had
a tape recorder secreted. Tapes were made of the "offer"
on both occasions, however, one tape was subsequently stolen.
Snyder noted that the other tape was retained by the "citizen"
and has been furnished to HSCA by the unnamed ‘'citizen" when
the .latter reportedly traveled to Washington, D. C., at his own
expense in order to bring the above information to the attention
of said committee.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property #f the FBI and is loaned to your
agency; it and its contents arg not ti£§;/9istributed outside

your agency. | é’{x HY- 34" — \}0?

JOWTOy 10 - Bureau (44-38861)

LM% 2 - Memphis Q\O\ \2ea.r ched
S ™% 1.~ UsA, Louisville, Kentuck = eriay
g g ; L ; vy K

%, N ~ Louisville (44-947)

Index )
75400 Va/scs  (15) po INDEX: YES____ NO_YC .[Filed j%
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ASSASSINATION .OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Snyder has spoken with the unnamed "citizen" personally
and in Snyder's opinion, the 'citizen" appears to be responsible.
Snyder believed that the above "lead" and other leads should be
"checked out" and that because of same, United States
Representative Samuel L. Devine (Ohio), Ranking Minority Member
of  HSCA, now intends to vote for continuation of HSCA funding.

Snyder revealed that the letter written by unnamed
"citizen" was received in the 'regular United States Mail"
and that the basic allegation is that the unnamed "citizen",
who is a retired policeman, was approached by '"members of the
FBI "and unnamed police department'" and encouraged to assassinate
Martin Imther King, Jr. When asked why Snyder received the
letter, Snyder replied, "Time will have to tell.” Sayder
added that he "didn't want to go into that."

. Snyder further revealed that the unnamed "citizen"
had been to Washington and that the HSCA now has possession of
the above mentioned tape recording which is being ''washed down"
to eliminate background noises such as a running automobile
engine, Snyder has listened to the tape recording himself and
describes same as having ""some pretty inaudible sections' which
are being worked on at the present. Snyder noted that the

tape purports to deal with instant subject matter. Snyder
indicated that he could not attest to the authenticity of the
tape recording since he did not consider himself to be an
electronics expert but noted same must be determined.

Snyder declined to answer interrogatories as to

.. whether the letter came from his Congressional District or

Louisville, Kentucky, noting he did not think he ought to
place the unnamed '"citizen" in jeopardy in the event the
allegation is true, or people mentioned therein in jeopardy
if the allegation is false. Snyder believed that the HSCA
will have to decide when the names of individuals allegedly
involved are to be released and made public.

Snyder declined any further comment on the matter,
noting that if allegations were in fact true, the unnamed

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

"ecitizen'" furnishing the basis for same would be in jeopardy
from "FBI and others named" in the letter, and if allegation
was not true, '"responsible persons'" would likewise be in
jeopardy. Snyder assumed that the HSCA would give the
individuals named in the letter an opportunity to express
themselves at the appropriate time.

Included herein are various accounts of revelations
concerning the above mentioned allegation which have appeared

in sundry newspapers throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky
as indicated: '

h:-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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i Ceurier-Journat Statf Writer
» U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, R-4th District,
sald yesterday that he has turned over
to the House Assassinations Committee
an allegation that FBI 2gents and police
g)otted to l\xll Dr. Martin Luther King

x LY
., Snyder- saxd that in latc Februar) he
received a letter from “a former police-
man” who claims he was twice oﬁcred
$500,000 to kill King. ¢ -

Snyder made his comments \esterday
while taping a WHAS-TV News Confer-
ence program, which will be broadcast
at 12:30 p.m. tomorrow on WHAS televi-
sion and radio.

Snyder would not reveal the name of
the former policeman making the
charge, or "‘the names of three FBI
.agénts and several policeman who alleg-
‘edly were involved in the plot. Snyder
also_declined to name the police force
-that the man worked on for more than
20 years. .

.Snyder made no’ conneclion bet\\cen
the offer allegedly made to the police-
man and the actual killing of King.

“I have always had confidence in the
major law enforcement agencies of this
country, and I had to assume that what
they determined (about the slaying) was
accurate,” Snyder said. “Now I think
this is something that needs to be inves-
tigated.” . .

Richard A. Sprague, the Philadelphia
attorney who jis chief counsel for the
assassinations conrmittee, last night con-
firmed that Snyder had turned over ma-
terial containing the ullegation, but re-
fused to answer questions about if.

“The matter you refer to has been
referred to the committee and is under
fnvestigation,” he said by telephone
from Philadelphia.

King was slain in Memphis, Tenn,, in
1968, and James Larl Ray was convicted
of hlhn" him. The House commitiee
Jast fall began investigating the assassis
.nations of King and President John
Kennedy. The commillee’s fundmg ex-
pxrcs March 31, el e L &

W e

\

n.rﬁu.tg. ot

* Snyder, who voted against the com-
mittee initially, told The Courier-Journal
in an interview last night that he will
Jvote to continue funds for its investiga-
*tion solely on the basis of the allegahon
brought to him. :

.Snyder said he had no explanatzon for
-why the policeman brought the charges
to him, rather than directly to the com-
mittee. The policeman asked Snyder to
put him in touch with the commlttcc,
-the congressman said.

He said the former pohceman had at-
tem))t -d to turn a tape recording of the

1,00 offer over {o Ray’s attorneys,
but finally was asked by one.of the at-
forneys’ investigators “where he planned
to hide if he tried to do an)thmg \uth

.. the tape.”

* Asked if he boheves the man’s allega-
tion, Snyder said, “I don't know. But I
Rigk charges such as this nced to be
i csh"atcd »

Snvdcr Nwiid he has dxscuseed the
charges with U.S: Rep. Samuel L. De-
vine of Ohio, the ranking mmonty mem-
ber on the commitice, He $aid Devine, a
former FBI agent, checked into the
man's background and found him to be

“a solid. citizen.” Decvine could not be.

reached last night.

Snyder told WHAS “I have talkcd to’

him (the policeman) personally and in
my opinion he appears to be a responsi-
ble citizen. , . . "

He told the television stahon “He
(the former officer) was approachcd {o
assassinate Marlin Luther XKing. He
rames three FBI officers, he names
three or four promincnt people at that
time in the police department. He indi-
cates that the offer was made on two
occasions in his automobile where he
had a tape recorder, that he taped those
jtems. Onc of° thcm (the tapes) was sto-
Ien, the other he still has.”

Sn)dcn said the man went to Wash-
ington and cither appeared before the
commiltee or - was jnlerviewed by its
staff, Snyder said the committee has the

. tape,

PR P SRR ?'l o wpon .
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-~ Associated Press Writer .
s LOUISVILLE Ky. (AP) — Rep.

-
.
IS
%
-

__inveshgatmg an allegation from a
. “logical, rational” man who claims
‘several members of a police depart-
“ment and FBI agents plotted to kxll Dr.
,Martm LutherKing Jr. . . az e
fw- Snyder said he met the man “face to.
face” and that ‘“‘he appeared to be
’ratlonal alogical kind of man.” i
Snyder said he received a letter from
the man and lxstened to a. tape

R

i Gerne Snyder, R-Ky said Saturday the =
» House Assassmatxons Committee is <

. - -alleged assassination plot. He refused

to say whether the man or the police
department mvolved were in* Ken-
tucky Ty (’._::-_‘_::..;45 b3 ﬂ. ? (('8 H

Asked why the man contacted him
and let him listen to a copy of the tape
recording, Snyder.said ‘*he may have’
just been looking for someone thh
'nerve,aflghter "o L G

" Snyder read part of the letter and
used the word “blank” where the man

ad usednames. TS 4.
.“’ ‘I retired from (blank) pohce

,“ epartment in (blank) _after servin

blank) years," the letter said. “thle ‘

PN Rl L R S - -

was in the police department I was,
innocently involved in a conspiracy to
assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King.
1~ “Involwgg in this conspiracy were
agents of The Federal Bureau of In-
vestigtion, agents (blank), (blank) and
(blank) and others that I did not
know,” Snyder said, continuing to read
the letter. “Members of the (blank)
police department, chief of detectives,
aptain (blank), lieutenant. (blank),
fficer (blank), licutenant (blank) of
e homicide burcau and president of |

t{he FOP sergeant (blank).”

!
o REPRIAP
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"State. Journal”,
daily newspaper
of general
circulation,
Frankfort,
Kentucky,

March 20, 1977
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ASSASSINATION O

MARI‘IN LUTHER KING, JR.
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Pmbed Rep.
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- #.. AT dond
LOUISVILLE, Ky (AP)—Rep. M. Gene Snyder( -Ky)

: -o-l

1’0‘ "
sa ¢ Saturday the House Assassinations Committee is

Jn\'cst.igatlng an allegation from a “logical, rational” man
‘who claims several members of a police department and

FBI agents plotted to kill Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
* Bnyder said he met the man “face to tace" and that. “he

appeared to be rattonal, a logical kind of man.” 2

. 8nyder said he recetved a letter from the man and 15~
fened to a tape recording the man said he made of the a}- |
eged assassination plot. He refused to'say whether the man

T the police depart,ment mvolved were in Kentucky.

" I RETIRED from (blank) pollce aepartment in (blank)
fler serving (blank) years,” the letter said. “While I was in
the police department I was innocently involved in a con-

- spiracy to assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King. Sl edm

“Involved in this conspiracy were agents of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, agents (blank), (blank) and
{blank) and others that I did not know,” the letter said, as
Snyder read it, citing but not naming several other officers

Snyder said he could not divulge the names or the idén-
tity of the-man who contacted him.

“What I'm saying,” Snyder said, “is, those blanks need’
._tz be protected if there's nothing to this. And if it is an

ﬁ curate allegation that he’s made, then the author of the
l {er needs to be probect,ed The committee Is invest.igating

- s 8 L.
Ey -

& .
. 8

SNYDER SAID the man "indlcates further E’the letter
that after he retired he contacted (a2 man) whg he says, is
James Earl Ray's attorney .

Ray is serving a life term in prison in cormectlon with
the assassinaton of the late civil rights worker who was
slaln in Memphtis, Tenn., in 1968.

Snyder said the Iormer policeman claimed he

1 Richard A. Sprague, the Phﬂadelphia lawyer whq!s

lef counsel for the assassinations committee, confirmed

S yder had turned cver material containing the allegation,
and that it “is under investigation.” e "
The former policeman, Snyder said, tried to turn over 3
tape recording of the alleged $500,000 offer to Ray's lawyers,
butl one of theirinvestigators finally asked “where he plan-

ned to hide if he tried to do anything with the tape Yo

..‘ ',

"SNYDER SAID he has discussed the allegatlon wih
Rep. Samuel L. Devine of Ohio, the ranking minority men)-
berof the committee. Devine, a former FBI agent, checl:
fnto’ the man’s background and found him to be a “soll
c(tizEn "Snyder said.

nyder said the man told him the offers for him to kil
ng were made in his automoblle, where he had a tape
recorder. Snyder quoted the man as saying he had two
:tapes, one of which was either stolen or lost. Tiie other tape
‘has been turned over to the committee, Snyder sald. S
+  “Most of it was inaudible to me,” he said. *I could make
‘out a little. I made out enough to believe and ascertain that
& discussion was being had about King and money, bm, I
dldn’k::ven listen to all of §t.” veeh b d .\
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SB;YDER 'SAID he wants the allegat!on to be thorough-
ﬁy invistigated “and this guy ought to be protected fror,
.any problems. If it is inaccurate, then those people who hé
ame need to be protected. He names three gslleged FBI
‘agends, four or five members, prominent members at the
t;lme, orapouce department.” cp tee de

The man has been interviewed by the commmee‘;
!nvestigauve staff, Snyder said. . Lo W
A .. Snyder said he received the letter from the man o.? Feb.’

s A2

e& T don’t know if 1t fs valld, he sald. “It is up 10 the:
compnittee to investigate it.”

I q!m

"Kentucky Enquirer",
daily newspaper of
general circulation,
Covington, Kentucky,
March 20, 1977



oot I e e A s s e o 8 94

?

ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
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¢ LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) —
¢U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, R-Ky.,
vgays he has.referred to the
House Assassination Commit-
tee a retired police officer who
- elaims FBI agents proposition-
“ed him to kill Dr. Martin Luther
KingJr.
i In statements broadeast Fri-
- ~'day on WHAS-TV, Snyder said
_the former officer, whom he
‘dechned to name, has a tape
trecording of a-purported con-
versation between himself and
‘FBI agents in which an alleged
suggestion was made to murder

"King.

2 "According ', to ﬁpfd’er the
former policem4n “names
-three FBI officers (and) three
or four prominent people at that
{ime in the police department
(and) indicates that the offer
was made on two occasions in

_ his automobile where he had a

perecorder.”

Snyder, who represents Ken-
q‘cky's 4th District, declined to
3me dates and the city where

. e purported offers were

"Sun-Democrat",
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Snyder also declined - to
specify whether the former of-
ficer was from Kentucky. He
said the man contacted him by
letter recently and that he later
met th: man and hstgned to one
tape recording.

Part of the tape was inaudx-
ble, Snyder said, but he was
able to discern that the subject
was King's assassination.

“I have talked'to him and in
my opinion he appears to be a
responsible citizen and I think
these kinds of leads need to be

- checked out,” Snyder said.

Snyder said Assassinations
Committee now has the tape .
recording and is investxgatmg »
the matter. e
King was assassmated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. The
Assassmatwns Committee
recently said it had ngw in-
ation on King's murddr,
but -has not produced ajy
evidence of involvement py’
anyone other than the convictagd«
killer, James Earl Ray.‘/f"

daily newspaper of general circulation,
Paducah, Kentucky, March 20, 1977

’!
|
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'Snyder says man -
evealed police plots

S o e ayey
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tito kill King "

w e -, . tow

" (blank), lxeutenant (blank), of-’

5 ‘B ' BILL HENDRICK
R lssoclated Press Writer _
“-LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) —
Rep Gene Snycfer, R-Ky., said
Saturday the House Assassina-
tions Committee
- yestigating an allegation from
& “logical, rational”” man who
claims several members of a
‘police department and FBI
~agents plotted to kill Dr. Mar-
iln Luther King Jr..
.} Snyder said he met the man
$§ace to face” and that “he ap-
red to be rational, a logical
d of man.” .\
- Snyder said he received a let-
‘ter from the man and listened
fo a tape recording the man
¢ sald he made of the alleged as-
gassination plot. He refused to
say whether the man or the po-
!liee department involved were
ln Kentucky.

-Asked why the man contacted.
_bim and let him listen to a- ¥

: copy of the tape recording, Sny-

- der said “he may have ‘just

- been looking for someone with
.nerve, a fighter.”

¢ Snyder read part of the letter
and used the word “blank”
where the man had used

! names i

“] retired from (blank) police

. department in (blank) after

serving (blank) years,” the let-

. ter said. “While I was in the

police department I was in-

nocently involved in a con-

spiracy to assassinate Dr, Mar-
tin Luther King.

"“Involved in this conspiracy
were agents of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigtion, agents

o-(blank), (blank) and (blank)
~and others that I did not

Kpow,"” Snyder said, continuing
‘t« read the letter. “Members of

*UJe (blank) police department,
; el Of detectives, captain

is in--

ficer (blank), lieutenant
(blank) of the homicide bureau

and president of the FOP sér-.

geant (blank).” °

FOB stands for Fraternal Or-
der of Police, a collective bar-
gaining organization for police

officers. Lored

- Snyder said he could not di-
vulge the names lisled in the

letter or the identity of the man

who contacted him.

“What-I'm saying,” Snyder‘

said, “is those blanks need to
be protected if there’s nothing
to this. And if it is an accurate
allegation that he's made, then
the author of the letter needs to
be protected. The committee is

investigating it.” e g

Snyder said the man “in--
dicates further in the letter that
after he retired he contacted
who hessays is James Ear!
ysatlorney "

Ray is serving a life term m
prison in connection with the
assassinaton of the late civil
rights worker who was slain in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968,

Snyder ‘said the former po-
liceman claimed he was offered
$500,000 on two occasions to Llll

King. PO e
Richard A. Sprague, the

Philadelphia attorney who is °

chief counsel for the assassina-
tions committee, confirmed
Snyder had turned over mate-
rial containing the allegation.

“The matler you refer to has
been referred to the committee
and is under investigation,”
Sprague said. 7

Snyder said he would vote {0
continue funds for the con-
mittee’s continued existenye
solely on the basis of the alle-
gation brought to him.

8
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“*’“wmsvxLLE Ky. (AP)

s~ U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder,
'R -Ky., says he has referred
ito the House Assassination
.Committee a retired police
“officer who claims FBI
agents proposxtxoned him to
kill Dr. Martm Luther ng

Jr..
**In 5!9.’.2.'“..""1(5 broadéast
&day on WHAS TV,

1 o
Messenger',

e can Rep. Snyder Clai Clalms Letter Ties

, {i ,-I \ ! !
Snyder said the former
officer, who he declined to
name, has &’ tape recording
of a purported conversation
between himself and FBI
agents in which an alleged
suggtstion was made to
murder King. - -

Accordmg to Snyder, the
former policeman “names
three FBI officers (and) ,

daily newspaper of
general circulation,
Mayfield, Kentuckyy
March 21, 1977 Ny
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' ~FBI To King Assassmatlon :l‘[x R

..- Py ﬁ.xg -.4&..:;\:,

three or four promment
people at that time in the
_ police department (and)”
indicates that the offer was
made on two occasions in
his automobile where he
had a tape'recorder.” :

"% Snyder, who reprcsenfs

Kentucky s 4th District,
declined to name dates and
the city where the pur-
J ' ported offers were made.
~Snyder also declined to
specxfy whether the former
.oificer was from Kentucky.
tHe said the man contacted
~him by letter recently and
“that he later.met the man’
sand listened to one tape
‘recordmg RARES N
-:Part of the tape was in-
“audible, Snyder said, but he
‘Was ableto discern that the
‘subject was_ ng ]
-assassination. .
«. I have talked to him and.
in my opinion he appears to
;be’a responsible citizen and

I think these kinds of leads ~

need to be checked out "
'Snyder said. - 4
Snyder said
Assassmatnons Committee
now has the tape recording
.and is investigating the
-matter. . -
« - King was assassmated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1368,
The Assassinations
-Committee recently said it
'had new information on
King's murder, but has not
produced any evidence of
involvement by anyone
other than the convicted

killer, James Earl Ray—
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Ray lawyer
of
)\c

LS

. Associated Pms

lF WASHING'I:ON — One of James Earl

iRay’s lawyess says that more than a
*year ago he looked into an allegation
‘that Louisville police and FBI agents
plotted to kill Dr. Martin Luther King
r. He said he concluded “thcre’wasn't
muchto it.” 1

{ *The lawyer, Janies H. Lesar. said yes!
+ferday that even if the allegation by a
: petired Louisville policeman is true, “if

as remote from the assassination” be?

ause .the man says there was only tatk
and not an attempt to Kl the cnil
rights leader. v e ey dsended

I AR
i A* House

-assassinations - commxuee
{aide said investigators have talked tol
the relired policeman, "who was not
identified pubhcl), and are checkmg hlS
story. Ny

« Lesar said the rchrodﬂpohccman told
him in a letter that other Louisville po-

licemen and FBI agents {ried to hire "

him to kill King.

. Rep. Gene Snyder, R-Ky., discloskd
Jast wcol\ that the policeman also wrgte
lhlm a lelter containing the allegaticn.
Snyder said he turned it over to {.
.assassinations committee. . )

"Courier~Journal',

lbmlSSQS sim'y' o
plot in L@mswﬂe io klﬂ Km

,

~wlo oo

.‘,.;.

(Snydcr refused !ast mght R0 confxrm
or deny that the policeman was retired
from the Louisville department. “I think
I've said cnough,” he said. “I just don’t
think I ought to nail it down.”)

- On a relaled matter, the House%ande

said two commlleP_..mm-Lbers will inter-
view Ray fodaya. - Q .

.A-- Tt gal e ch
. -

-.
T

daily newspaper of general circulation,
Louisville, Kentucky, March 22, 1977
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l-OUISVILLE Ky. (AP) —'

The wife of a former Loulsville
policeman has told newsmen
her husband, Clifton- Baird, is
the source of the allegat?on that
FBI agents and some niembers
.of the Louisville police depart-
‘ment plotted to kill Dr. Martm
Luther King.

bflt

-»m . mew

1 §Sa8 smﬁtmn .
’clue denmﬁed

e -A."
{Q 5 - ey \’1. B

“in which the alleged plot oc~
curred, but said he referred the
man to the House assassina-
tions committee. RS N

Contacted at home Tuesday
night about whether Baird was
the *man, Snyder refused to
_ comment. PRI S X |

- Earlier, Snyder quoted from

' But Baird, 50, now employed a letter he said the man had

by & pnvate secunty agency,
was qut of town and unavailable
forcomment. -
. .He is reported to have been a
patrolman on the Louisville
police force from 1849 to 1975.
" Baird’s wife, Mary, 44, was
-quoted by WHAS-TV and The
-Courier Journal as eonfirming
_her husband was the souice of
allegations that he was offered
$500,000 to kill thecivil rights
-leader, who was assassinated'in
-1968, James Earl Ray was im-
prisoned in Tennessee on a
-murder charge stemming from
Jtheéassassination.

WHAS also quoted a
spokesman for the House Select

. Committee on Assassinations .
.as confirming Baird' was the

source of the allegations.
Attempts Tuesday night to

reach Mrs. - Baird about the

‘media reports were unsuc-

cessful i

Rep. Gene Snyder, R Ky -
disclosed last week that he talk-
ed with a retired police officer
who claimed he was offered
money tonkill King. Snyder did

uot pame the officer or the city

written which said, “While I

was in the police department I .

‘. e was innocently involved in a

“conspiracy to assassinate Dr
. Martin Luther King."” -

The congressman said of the'

“man making the allegation: “I -

don’t think that he’s a kook. I'm
not irf a position to say whether
he’s telling the truth or not, but
hg does not appear to me to,be a
pefSon other than totally ra-
tional.”

Snyder said he hstened to }

tape recording, now in the
hands of House investigators,
; which purports to contain con-
versations relating to the alleg-
ed conspiracy. .-
A committee spoke an said
the allegations are being in-

_vestigated. If the House votes _

next week to extend the com-

mittee’s charter, committee in-_

vestlgators may meet with the
man in Louisville next month
the spokesman said.

Louisville Police Chief John
Nevin said the department has
not received any official com-

munications from the,

assassinations committee.
* .o .

- -
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i Py JOUN FILIATREAU e———iape recorder, and Baird is In' possession

.;. -;.. -Ceurier-Journal Staft Writer ofa tape that supports his allegations.f'-"

3

The ex-policeman who recently told According to Snyder, Baird wrote,
:US. Rep. M: Gene Snyder abowt an “While I was in the .Louisville Police
abortive conspiracy to murder Dy. Mar- Department I was innocently involved in
lin Luther King Jr. has been identified - a conspiracy to assassinate Martin Lu-
‘as Clifton E. Baird, 50, who retired as a ther King.” PR eesn t 1)
patrolman from .the Louisville _Police®  Bajrg reportedly identified several
- Department in 1975 and now lives in members of the alleged conspiracy, in-
-Fern Creek. © - ooy = o cluding at least three FBI agents, the
) Bai‘;d was identified as Snyder’s infor- city's chief of detectives, a captain, two
mant in yesterday's edition of The Ken- lieutenants, a patrolman and a sergeant
tucky Post, which called him “a 27-year who was president of the local 1o ge of
Yeteran of the Louisville force, now in the Fraternal Order of Police (FopP). .
:the private security business.” oo o - -The last reference’ apparently is to
t In a brief interview at her-home last Tom Denton, ‘who -rétired earlier this_
night, Baird’s wife Mary, 44, confirmed Year as president of ‘FOP Lodge 6. Den."
that it was her husband who told Smy- ton, who has said he is considering run:
der, R-dth District, about the alleged ning for Jefferson County sheriff, said
Plot to kill King, the civil rights activist Yesterday, “I swear I don't know any-
shol to death in Memphis,. Tenn,, in, thing about it . ..« I was quite surprised
1968. R IR D % that jt was in Louisville.” \ :

vy £ . . . e
Mrs. Baird ‘declined to comment fur+ _ Former Chief of Detectives Priest

ther, except to say that her husband is L%y another of _those dpparently re-
ont of town and unavailable to news.” {étrcd to in Baird's letter, said last
men, . g (.p.v;.\% ¢ ynight that he “knew of”’ Baird, but nev-

Baird reportedly claimed he was of- ©r heard anything about the alleged plot

fered $500,000 to kill King, and said the !0 assassinale King. I '

conspiracy involved FBI agenls and oth. C?TTCKGJJOU'SVIHG Police Chief John

er - Louisville policcmen. According to Nevin sai the department has not re-

Snyder, the offer to Baird was made in ceived any official communications from

Baird’s car, which was equipped with a the congressional committee investigat-

T ** ing King's assassination. R

+ Nevin said he may have known Baird,’

"but he “didn't know him very well. Of

.gourse we were from different genera.

«tlons. . ., My first reaction to the thing

.was that it was preposterous.”

b - -G J. Hyde, a longtime Louisville po-.
YHceman who became chief in 1968, said
he remembers Baird as “a very fine po-
dice officer. . . , He was a tall, heavyset
fellow who wasn't afraid of man or,
beast. If 1 was going on a job and cx-

gﬁdﬂdﬁtroublc, I'd want him with
€ e 0%e 5wt -i [T S——
. ]

ane
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Re’med Pah é}ﬁé?h S Wlﬁ"g ,Say‘s
?Em :

5&1 NPT SR *wa.“ 4 ‘&3- £ V*"lw riglie. Mueid S mw:.ﬁh Mi’l& (433
»33‘” LOUISVILLE Ky. (AP)~The wite ota retired
po!lceman confirmed Wednesday it was her hus-
Zband who told Rep. Gene Snyder (R-Ky.) of an
‘alleged plot by Federal Bureau of Investigation
3(FBI) agents and Louisville Police officers t,o
. assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
*7+-Mary Baird, 44, said her husband, Clifton E
rd, & former Louisville police otticer, told&
| pSI.l.ydet of the alleged plot" ’\) . h** 1{,‘ 2\%
PRE SNYDER QUOTED Baird as saymg the offer
b was made in a car by members of several mem- )
:bers of the Louisville Police Department and
*-several FBI agents. R
/': .+ Mrs. Baird said her husband retlred from the’
: gf.ottélsgue Police Pepmtment several years ago "Kentucky Enquirer",
-~ r years service, B [P S B IS M—'-"w—y.n .
£-. “He told me about this when I first married daily newspaper ?f
£Rim, seven years ago,” Mrs. Baird said in an general circulation,
“Interview. “I think he tnought he wasn’t gomg to Covington, Kentucky
. be belleved.” Gl . L0 e ) March 24, 1977 ’
. Snyder said the man told him he was offered ¢ ’
* $500,000 on two occasions to kill Kigg. .- Tt -
.. Mrs. Baird said she believes éne reason her
husband came forward with the allegation was_ .
‘rbecause “he wants to know why someone asked™ o
£him” to kill King, who was assassinated 1n Mem- .
. phis, Tenn,, in 1968, X . -
“It sure has been on his’ mind ” Mrs Ba rd
“sald. “He said it just got to bothering him a
at’s why he contacted Mr. Snyder.” . . b/
Her husband, before contactir}g Snyder t,ol l

X
f
{ fine of James Earl Ray’s attorneys of the alleghd’
i flot, she said. Mrs. Baird sald her husband was
“dlscouraged" after talking with the attorney.
gay is serving 99 ) years in prlson for the slaying of
n L et fo "
i & weecall S5 E ‘.gx.-".):' i’vﬂ, ,c' '_\v-"J{‘l"'d
. SNYDER, WHO disclcsed last week that he
had heard rrom a man who claimed knowledge
.of itln plot to kill King, rexused to dsvulge the man S
e. . L
Baird told his wife “he was offered $500 000 to
J” King and “he didn’t appreciate it. " Mrs.
aird said. J

o ia ke BR L5 AR e B Ao

Tt A -
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; FOB stands for Fraternal Orde of
olice, a ~collective bargaiiling
ganization for police officers.
& Snyder said he could not divulge the
!names listed in the letter or the
i Identity of the man who contacted him.
3 eWhat 1'm saying," Snyder sajd, ‘s
* those blanks need io be protected” if
!'there’s nothing to this. And if it is an
f’ acéurate allegation that he’s made,
n the author of the letter needs to be
Uifrotected. The commxttee is
M ”» R
7 estigating it. s [v .
#% Snyder said" the, man “mdxca es
‘further in"the letter that after fe
retired he contacted who he says is
James Earl Ray’s attorney....” .
: ,Rayisservingalifetermin prisonin
‘connection with the assassinaton of the

>

-~

-,.

; Iate civil rights worker who was slam _

"{n Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. :
. Snyder said the former policeman’
clauned he was offered $500,000 on two
occasxons to kill King. .
“Richard A. Sprague, the'
‘Phlladelphla attorney who is chief
counsel for the assassinations com-
_mittee, confirmed Snyder.had turned
'o r material containing the
;allpgation. Ly

e £ sen e

‘e

AN

e fatter you refer to has been

R
i

7.

e
AP

referred to the committee and is under
investigation,” Sprague said. L
Snyder said he would vote to con-
tinue funds for the committee’s con-
tinued existence solely on the basis of

the allegation brought to him. B
recorder. Snyder quoted the man as

The former policeman, Snyder saxd
tried to turn over a tape recording of
the ged $500,000 offer. t6 ‘Ray’s
attorneys but finally was asked by one
of the atftorneys’ investigators “‘where
he planned to hide if he tried to dO»-
anything with the tape.” .. /

Snydgr, said he has discussed the
allegatioh with Rep. Samuel L. Devind
of Ohio, the ranking minority member

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

;" background and found him to be a
“solid citizen,” Snyder said. ’ f

'of the committee. Devine, a forme

I I L il LSl i ol £ h“"‘-“"{f

FBI agent, checked into the man’
~¥

Snyder said the man told him the
offers for him to kill King were made
in his automobile, where he had a tape

saying he had two tapes, one of which
was either stolen or lost. .“' -;‘;'? :

e w drt ad ARN lerreitelba, ‘4“4...4 FEReS I

&

\?‘

- -



mn lerde DA ¢ L

e e X E e

[

- b

'ASSASSINATION ‘

"MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -

(4

R

‘c‘f‘(ﬂ’ (T

¢
'-
t i.‘n*
l
4
l
..

}“LOUISVILLE Ky.(AP)—U

. Atty. George Long safis he
'has told the Justice Department
about an "allegation that
-Louxsvxlle police and FBI
“agents conspired to assassinate

,'Dt. Martin Luther King Jr.

«.Long said Friday that the
Justice Department hasn’t

Ylecided yet whether it will in-

.9stigate the allegations

«:Snyder said he was contacted
by a man who told him of a con-
#piracy. to kill the late civil
yights leader. The man alleged,
Snyder said, that six members
2f the Louisville Police Depart-
nent and several FBI agen{s
yereinvolved. - -- K o
vx‘Snyder has refused to divulge
the man’s name. However, Thi
Kentucky Post reported that
eKion Baird, 50, a retired
Louisville polxceman, made the
allejations, and his wife Mary,
44, confirmed it. -
i 1.{Baird has not ‘been available
for comment since his wife con-_
firmed he told Snyder of the
alleged plot.
| Snyder, who still refuses to
identify the person who con-
tacted him, said he talked with
the man “‘face to face.” The
congressman quoted.the man as
saying-he was offered $500,000
to kill King, assassinated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968, James
Earl Ray is serving 99 years in
prison for the murder of King.
Mrs. Baird said her husband
is a security guard, that he
retired from the police depart-
ment after 27 years service and
thét he is out of town on un
assignment. She has refused

elab\\rate . Y

{ @V@Nﬁme’m“
'mﬁd of King’
urder story

v bl %

LX)

1

% sald her husband told her’
the alleged plot seven year§
0, when they were married

told Snyder, she said,
because he wanted “to kno
why someone asked him"" to kill
King. It had been “bothering
him,” she said.

snyder said the man told him'
'he had contacted one of Ray's

attorneys, who dismissed the
allegation as untrue. Snyder,
however, said his impression of
the man led him to believe the
charge at least should be in-

vestigated. Snyder said the man

was “rational’ and that the FBI

consxdered him a “solid citizen
D w’ ?'\ wovy

. The man told Snyder that he

tape-recorded the allnged offe

hich he said wae fag= i~ v

r, the congressman said
Shyder,also said the fape hag
blen tus¥ed over to the House
Select Committee on Assassina-
tions, along with a letter-from
the man in which names of
policemen and FBI agents
allegedly involved were listed.

. Snyder said he listened to a
“copy of the tape but that most of
iit was inaudible. However, he
said he heard enough to
es}ablish it had something to do
wtthKing and money.

Pnyder said, additionally,
that he changed his mind about
extending funding for the con)-
mittee on the basis of his cor,,
versation with the man.

- Louisville Police Chief John
Nevin said his department
would not know where to begin
an investigation but that he
would like to be stpplied with
any information the House com-
mittee has on the alleged in-
volvement by Louisville police.

21

- “1 would very much like to
have the information furnished
to us so we can ask some serious
questlons," Nevin said. “Right
now, it is really most difficult to
deal with the situation, but I
Ccerfainly think before jt's over
:wel e going to have to look ino

it. flo question ahout it.” A

- “e -

"Sun-Democrat”,
daily newspaper of
general circulation,
Paducah, Kentucky,
March 27, 1977
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Deny they

/

i4 .‘-’ By’m\l WYNGAARD andCARL
WEST

:7 ; scnpps-Howard Sta!f Writers

- DOUISVILLE KY.—They are almost

.aNl in their 60s now, graying and potbel-

lied, leisurely working part-time retire-
1, 'ment jobs after lifelong police careers»

- And until last week, they must have

“felt that their glory days, and the excite-
ment of police work, were behind them.

* Now they have been named as part of
a 1965 plot to kill the late Martin Lut.her
ng Jr. s o )

They maintain they know nothing of
the charges leveled against them by
another former Louisville cop. They won-
:der why a man they recall fondly would
secretly accuse them to investigators for
the House Assassinations Committee.

7 But slowly they are finding out that
‘the charges of retired Louisville patrol-
man Clifton E. Baird—that they offered
.him $500,000 to kill King—have caught
-them in the rapidly closmg vise of con-
gressional politics. ’

BAIRD'S ACCUSATIONS, contained
< in a still-secret letter to the House com-

! mittee, are being used by mernbers of the

beleaguered panel as a lever to pry

approval for another year's conunuanon

(rom a reluctant House.

Approval of a new budget of $2.7 mxl-
lion is expected tomorrow, following com-
mittee leaks outlining Baxrd s charges
and .a 14-page preliminary committee
_report claiming new leads in the murders
. ;1563 Klng m 1968 and Presndent Kennedy in

.- R A B

-

Scnpps-l-loward News Service has
.identified and interviewed four of the six
Louisville policemen named in Baird's
“letter—and they categorically deny his
{.charges ; ,
' -.One of Baird's"former commandmg
'offxcers recalled Bdird warmly, and then
exploded when a reporter told him the

contents of the secret letter.

-uf Y IE K v. e ..u 1"‘\."15““ ‘3; Aghel . 4.-.-.,\!.

W@ Fe

-venr me -.-b-—w-b ¥4

g

" *IT'S PREPOSTEROUS," he said of
Baird's claim that six local lawmen and
three FBI agents planned to kill King dur-

«ing a period of open-housing tension here.

*It's so preposterous that it's ridicu-
lous. I just can't believe it... He's
wrong,” he said. .

A second called Baxrd's charges "sxlly
and stupid," and offered to take a lie
detector test. R A

He added,"If he's accusing me, he's.

.an out-andout liar." C e

A third, the only one of the four still
on the Lomsvxlle police force, also offered
to take a lie test and said he intends to
deny the charges under oath to the House
committee. N Bt

. Another renred lawman—a rankmg

.-y

officer attached to the same district as

Baird and the rest of the policemen
named in the letter—took a more s.pft-
spoken apprgeh to his denials.

" *Jt's kind of weird to me,* he said.’
*But I really can't help you.~All I know
about it is what I have read m the news-
papers.” R Y b

.

Individually, they all raised the sar‘ne

private questions about Baird's charges

'WH’%‘HEY ASK, did Baird Temain
silent abdtit the alleged murder plan for
almost 12 years—and for-two years fol-
lowing his retirement after an unblemish-
ed 27-year career as a policeman?

Where . would they—even with the
connivance of the FBI-have come up,
with $500,000 to pay a gunman? -

And, they ask, if the FBI was involv-'
ed—with all the sophisticated equipment
at its disposal—-why would they have set-
tled on an insignificant patrolman, not
highly regarded as a marksman, as the.
triggerman? e e vy

Baird, now a Pinkerton's security
guard here has disappeared since mak-
ing the charges Reporters have been
unable to find him and committee sources,
refuse to say whether he is being held
undér protective custody.

Raoy cooperating—James Earl
Ray gave staff members of the House

P .", . <. s ‘.. .“'

S
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Assassmat:ons Commmee mfonnanon

yesterday which his lawyer said could
_identify the shadowy "Raoul" in the Mar-
tm Luther King Jr. assassination.

" Chief counsel Richard Sprague and
three other committee investigators spent
28ix hours with Ray, King's convicted
assassin,” at Brushy Mountain State
Pnsoanennessee

A T

~

- » W})’- q,n

Sprague refused co}nment on~what
Ray told the investigators.  “:r~

S L

Among the information Ray provxded

the committee or made available through
his previous lawyers, his attorney,,said,
'were travel dates and motel lodging
"records documenting his own movehents
. as well as telephone numbers Ray claim-
. ed to have .used to contact Raoul, a mys-
terious figure Ray has blamed for t.he
King murder.

Ray, serving a 99-year pnson sen-
*.tence for the King assassination, is hop-
ing to gain a new trial by cooperatmg
wnh the committee. -

DR S ~-

"Kentucky Post",
daily neyspaper of
general «<irculation,
Covington, Kentucky
March 29, 1977 *
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

, On March 25, 1977, Robert L. Keuch, Deputy Assistant
Attorney General, Criminal Division, United States Department
of Justice, Washington, D, C., who has been appointed Special
Counsel for the Department of Justice in matters concerning
the HSCA, advised that the Attorney General had authorized
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) interview of Clifton E.
Baird, previously identified in newspaper articles contained
herein, in the presence of an Assistant United States Attorney
(AUSA), Louisville, Kentucky, concerning all details of Baird's
recent reported allegation that he had received an offer from
FBI Agents and pdlice officers to assassinate Martin Luther
King, Jr. for $500,000.00. :

On March 26, 1977, an attempt was made to interview
Clifton E. Baird, 7813 Edsel Lane, Louisville, Kentucky,
concerning all details of recent reported allegation. Inquiry
at the Baird residence by Special Agents of the FBI, accompanied
by AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr., on March 26, 1977, revealed
that Clifton E. Baird was out of town at an undisclosed
location in Kentucky where, according to Baird's wife, Mary
Baird, the former was on special assignment in connection with
his employment with Pinkerton, Inc. Detective Agency, 510 West
Broadway, Louisville, Kentucky. Mary Baird declined to
furnish information concerning Baird's specific location since
Baird was working on spécial assignment involving twelve hour
shifts and interview of Baird while so employed could possibly
jeopardize his job and cause him embarrassment inasmuch as his
co-worker on that assignment had no knowledge of Baird's
recent allegation. Mary Baird indicated that her husband would
not return to Louisville, Kentucky, until the morning of
March 29, 1977, at which time she would ask Baird to contact
the FBI Loulsv1lle Office or United States Attorney's Offlce,
Louisville, Kentucky.

. Mary Baird advised that she had no personal knowledge
of the reported offer which apparently occurred sometime
in 1966 and that her husband had not revealed any pertinent
facts of the allegation to her. Identities of the FBI Agents
and Louisville Police Department officers reportedly named
in her husband's letter to Representatlve M. G. (Gene) Snyder
were unknown to Mary Baird. :

23
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

According to Mary Baird, her husband, Clifton E.
Baird, was interviewed by the HSCA in Washington, D. C.
"several weeks ago", at which time a tape recording of the
alleged offer to kill Martin ILuther King, Jr. and all other
pertinent data were provided committee members, Mary Baird
did not believe that a copy of the tape recording existed
and had no knowledge of any copy of the letter written by her
husband to Snyder which may have been retained by the former.

Mary Baird was of the opinion that Snyder publicized
receipt of the allegation in order to insure continued funding
of HSCA scheduled to expire March 31, 1977, Mary Baird had l
no knowledge of how her husband's identity was '"leaked" to the
news media, noting that she has been harassed by the news
media both at home and her employment, Stockyards Bank,
Iouisville, Kentucky, in an apparent effort to obtain
additional information regarding the allegation and arrange
an interview of her husband. As of March 26, 1977, no known
interview of Baird had been conducted by the news media.

Mary Baird assured Special Agents of the FBI and
AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr. that she would have her husband,
Clifton E. Baird, contact the FBI or the United States
Attorney's Office immedjately upon his return to Louisville,
Kentucky. The necessity for immediate interview of Clifton
E, Baird was reiterated to Mary Baird and suitable
arrangements for same on or about March 29, 1977, were made.

On March 26, 1977, the above information was
furnished to United States Attorney George J. Long, Jr.,
Western District of Kentucky, Louisville, Kentucky.

On March 29, 1977 the second attempt was made to
contact Clifton E. Balrd 7813 Edsel Lane, Louisville,
Kentucky, for the purpose of arranglng a suitable interview
with Special Agents of the FBI in the presence of AUSA
Alexander T. Taft, Jr. Included herein as follows is a
summary of that contact: :

24
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Date of transcription

On March 29, 1977, at approximately 7:28 PH,
Special Agents EDMUND V. ARMENTO and CHRIS R, HOEHLE arrived
at the residence of CLIFTON E. BAIRD, 7813 Edsel Lane,
Louisville, Kentucky, for the specific purpose of contacting
BAIERD in an effort to arrange a suitable interview of BAIRD
with Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) in the presence of Assistant United States Attorney
- (AUSA) ALEXANDER T, TAFT, JR. in connection with an allegation
- of an offer reportedly made to BAIRD by unnamed FBI Agents
during 1966 to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., Contact
was made inasmuch as BAIRD had failed to initlate contact with
" the FBI or the United States Attorney's Office on March 29,
1077, as had been requested of his wife, MARY BAIRD, during
previous contact* on March 26, 1977, -
Upon arrival at the BAIRD residence, MARY BAIRD
answered the doorbell, at which time Special Agents immediately
. identified themselves and displayed their credentials., MARY:
BAIRD acknowledged that she recognized both Special Agents
from previous contact with same on March 26, 1977, however,
requested that Special Agents speak with her outs:.de her
. residence. Interviewing Agents requested entrance into her
residence for privacy reasons inasmuch as neighbors were
sitting on front porches in close proximity to BAIRD residence
and would be able to overhear all conversation. ZEntrance into
residence was granted by MARY BAIRD following the above request,
Upon entering the residence, MARY BAIRD was asked if she had been
in contact with her husband, CLIFTON E, BAIRD, to which she
replied that her husband was in‘fact present at the residence,

CLIFTON E, BAIRD entered the living room of the
BAIRD residence, at which time Special Agents attempted to
identify themselves with credentials in the presence of
BAIRD's wife and explain the purpose of the contact., CLIFTON
E, BAIRD exclaimed that he knew who the Special Agents were,
refused to shake hands or look at the credentials. BAIRD
stated, "I know who you are.', not giving the interviewing
Agents opportunity to explain the reason fox instant contact.
BAIRD was immediately advised that the Attorney General of the
United States had specifically requested he be interviewed

Interviewed on 3/29/77 ot Louisville v I{entUCky _File # IS 44947

SA CHRIS R. HOEHLE

by SA EDMUND V. ARMENTO/EVA/scs - Dote dictoted 3/30/77

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 11 is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your ogency;
it and its conlents are not to be distributed oulside your agency. .
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concerning allegations recently revealed by BAIERD to United

States Representative M. G. (GENE) SNYDER, BAIRD blurted,

YT have no statement to make. Just leave.", not allowing

interviewing Agents to complete statement. _
. BAIFRD became visibly upset and his eyes appeared

glassy and moist, speaking abruptly and not allowing interviewing

Agents to express themselves fully. While leaving residence

at the specific direction of BAIRD, Special Agents again

‘advised BAIRD that the sole purpose of the contact was to

arrange an interview of BAIRD with Special Agents of the FBIL

in the presence of a representative of the United States

Attorney. BAIRD immediately inquired as to the identity of :+¢.-5:

thé United States Attorney and when informed that the local .

United States Attorney was GEORGE J. LONG, JR., BAIRD exclaimed,

"Don't bring that man out here, I have no use for him.,"

BAIRD further exclaimed, "I have received numerous threats

from the FBI over the last ten years." and "I have nothing

to say."” BAIFD terminated the contact by stating, "I'1l .. ..

"say it all to the House Commlttee." Immedlately prior to

termination of contact, BAIRD was advised that if he possessed

any evidence of misconduct on the part of any FBI Agent, he -

should immediately bring same to the attention of the Attorney

General of the United S¢ates. Contact was terminated at 7:32 PM

and Special Agents immediately departed the area of the

re%?dence. N ‘ _ .’
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On March 29, 1977, AUSA Alexander T, Taft, Jr.
was advised of the results of the contact with Clifton E.
Baird by Special Agents of the FBI on the evening of March
29, 1977, ’

\:'
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Iouisville, Kentucky

In Reply, Please Refer to , March 30, 1977
File No. . . -

\

ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

_ On Maréh 20, 1977, M. G. (Gene) Snyder, United
States Representatlve, 4th Congressional District, Kentucky,
appearing on WHAS-TV '"News Conference", taped March 18, 1977,
at Louisville, Kentucky, revealed that he believed investigation
by the House Select Committee on Assassinations (HSCA) would be
productive in light of some recent revelations even though
he did not initially vote for funding of same. Snyder
indicated that he had changed his mind in light of some recent
information which he carefully explained so as to not "drop
somebody in" or "say anything wrong about somebody, that
shouldn't be said."

Snyder indicated that he had received a letter a few
weeks ago from a "citizen'" whom Snyder described as being
retired after many year¥ from a responsible police department
and that this "citizen", not further described, claimed to have
been approached by three (3) "FBI officers" and three*(3) or
four (4) "prominent people at that time in that police department."
Snyder noted that this unnamed "citizen'" received this "offer"
on two (2) separate occasions in his automobile where he had
.a tape recorder secreted. Tapes were made of the "offer"
on both occasions, however, one tape was subsequently stolen.
Snyder noted that the other tape was retained by the "citizen"
and has been furnished to HSCA by the unnamed "citizen'" when
the .latter reportedly traveled to Washington, D, C., at his own
expense in order to bring the above information to the attention
of said committee.

/ .
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your
agency; it and its contents are not to be istributed outside
your agency. . IjLL l/ 07
o 10 -~ Bureau (44-38861) Sedrched ‘31
g 2 - Memphis Serialized
Er.\; X 1 ﬁ - USA, LOuiSVille, KentuCky indexed N o
AL ~ Louisville (44-947)  _, = _Moriled ¥ .
76191 EVA/scs  (15) g : wAl - ¢
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Snyder has spoken with the unnamed "citizen" personally
and in Snyder's opinion, the "citizen" appears to be responsible.
Snyder believed that the above '"lead" and other leads should be
"checked out'" and that because of same, United States
Representative Samuel L. Devine (Ohio), Ranking Minority Member
of  HSCA, now intends to vote for continuation of HSCA funding.

Snyder revealed that the letter written by unnamed
ecitizen' was received in the '"regular United States Mail"
and that the baslc allegation is that the unnamed "citizen",
who is a retired policeman, was approached by '"members of the
FBI ~and unnamed police department” and encouraged to assassinate
Martin Iather King, Jr. When asked why Snyder received the
letter, Snyder replied, "Time will have to tell.” Sayder
added that he "didn't want to go into that."

Snyder further revealed that the unnamed "citizen"

had been to Washington and that the HSCA now has possession of

the above mentioned tape recording which is being "washed down"
to eliminate background noises such as a running automobile
engine. Snyder has listened to the tape recording himself and
describes same as having '"some pretty inaudible sections' which
are being worked on at the present. Snyder noted that the

tape purports to deal with instant subject matter. Snyder
indicated that he could not attest to the authenticity of the
tape recording since he did not consider himself to be an
electronics expert but noted same must be determined.

Snyder declined to answer interrogatories as to

. Whether the letter came from his Congressional District or

Louisville, Kentucky, noting he did not think he ought to
place the unnamed "citizen" in jeopardy in the event the
allegation is true, or people mentioned therein in jeopardy
if the allegation is false., Snyder believed that the HSCA
will have to decide when the names of individuals allegedly
involved are to be released and made public. .
Snyder declined any further comment on the matter,
noting that if allegations were in fact true, the unnamed

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

"citizen' furnishing the basis for same would be in jeopardy
from "FBI and others named" in the letter, and if allegation
was not true, 'responsible persons" would likewise be in
jeopardy. Snyder assumed that the HSCA would give the
individuals named in the letter an opportunity to express
themselves at the appropriate time.

Included herein are various accounts of revelations
concerning the above mentioned allegation which have appeared

_in sundry newspapers throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky

as indicated:

~r
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By JIM ADA“!S
. Ceurier-Journal Statf Writer
» U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, R-4th District,
sald _yesterday that he has turned over
to the House Assassinations Commitiece
an allegation that FBI 2gents and police
plotted o }ull Dr Martm Lulher ng

r‘\ X

)!"( -

T ]

s.l

PRI

. Snyder saxd that in 1atc Februar) he
recelved a letter from “a former police-
man” who claims he was twice offcred
$500,000 to kill Xing. ¢ -

Snyder made his comments \esterday
while taping a WHAS-TV News Confer-
ence program, which’ will be broadeast
at 12:30 p.m, tomorrow on WHAS {televi-
sion and radio.

Snyder would not reveal the name of
the former policeman making the
charge, or “the names of three FBI
agénts and several policeman who alleg-
‘@dly were involved in the plot. Snyder
also_declined to name the police force
-that the man worked on for more than
20 years.

- .Snyder made no’ conneclion bct\\een
the offer allegedly made to the police-
man and the actual killing of King.

“I have always had confidence in the

major law enforcement agencies of this
country, and I had to assume that what
they determined (about the slaying) was
accurate,” Snyder said. “Now I think
this is something that nceds 10 be inves-
tigated.”
" Richard A, Sprague. the Plnladclphxa
attorney who is chief counsel for the
assassinations convmittee, last night con-
firmed that Snyder had turned over ma-
{erial containing the allegation, but re-
fused to answer questions about il.

“The matter you refer to has been
referred to the committee and is under
investigation,” he said by telephone
from Philadelphia.

King was slain in Memphis, Tenn,, in
1968, and James Farl Ray was convicted
of l».lllm" him. The House committee
Jast fall bcgnn investigating the assassi-
:nations of King and President John
Kennedy, The commitiee's funding ex-
pires March 31, e L&,

.

\
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. tape,
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plot.
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'Snyder, who voted against the com-
mittee initially, told The Courier-Journal
in an interview last night that he will
Jvote to continue funds for its investiga-

“tion solely on the basis of the allcgauon

brought to him,

-Snyder said he had no explanatmn for
- why the policeman brought the charges
to him, rather than directly to the com-
mittee. The policeman asked Snyder to
put him in touch with" the comtmttcc,
-the congressman said.

He said the former pohceman had at-
tempf=d to turn a tape recording of the
$500,000 offer over {o Ray’s attorneys,
but finally was asked by one.of the at-
{forneys’ investigators “where he planned
to hide if be tned ’(o do an) thmg mth

. the tape.”

- Asked if he ‘believes the man’ s allega-
tion., Snyder said, “I don't know. But I
tq pk charges such as this neced to be

stwatcd »

Snvdcr “mid "he has dxscuseed the
charges with U.S: Rep. Samuel L. De-
vine of Ohio, the ranking minority mem-
ber on the committece. He $aid Devine, a
former FBI agent, checked into the
man's background and found him to be

“a solid. citizen.” Decvine could not be.

reached last night.

Snyder told WHAS “I have talkcd to’

him (the policeman) personally and in
my opinion he appears to be a responsi-
ble citizen. Y

He told thc television statlon "He
(the former officer) was approachcd 1o
assassinate Marlin Luther King. He
rames three FBI officers, he names
three or four prominent people at that
fime in the police department. He indi-
cates that the offer was made on two
occasions in his automobile where he
had a tape recorder, that he taped those

ftems. Onc of ‘them (the tapcs) was sto-

len, the otlrér he still has.”

Qn}dcx said the man went to Wash-
inglon and cither appeared before the
commiltee or. was inferviewed by its
staff, Snyder said the committee has the
tape. Asked if he has a copy of the

. Py o wpe, et A
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A Assoclated Press Writer
£ ' LOUISVILLE; Ky. (AP) — Rep.

¥ Gene Snyder, R-Ky., said Saturday the ~

+ House Assassmatxons Committee is
: Investigating an allegation from a
- “logical, rational” man who claims

- 8 several members of a police depart-

“ment and FBI agents plotted to k111 Dr.

; Martm Luther King Jr.

rational, a logical kind of man.”
Snyder said he received a letter from
the’ man and lxstened to a, tape

1 adetd il Ry =

race” and that ‘“he appeared to be

Coese PR—

1

e s ag e

%...Snyder said he met the man “face to .

T me—yr, Y

""""'"" By BILLHENDRICK """'—" recordmg the man said he made@ﬂhﬁ.

--alleged assassination plot. He refused
to say whether the man or the police
department mvolved were in' qur
tucky. LRSS e

Asked why the man contacted him
and let him listen to a copy of the tape
recording, Snyder.said ‘‘he may have’
just been looking for someone thh

‘nerve, afighter.” ., = .- "{;ﬁ?“»‘

Snyder read part of the letter and
used the word “blank” where the man
ad used names. S i 4G
"] retired from (blank) pohce

l epartment in (blank) _after servin

blank) years, "the etter said. “Whlle
was in the police department I was_
innocently involved in a conspiracy to
assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King.
i~ “Involwgd in this conspiracy were
agents of The Fedetal Bureau of In-
vestigtion, agents (blank), (blank) and
(blank) and others that I did not
Know,” Snyder said, continuing to read
the letter. “Members of the (blank)
police department, chief of detectives,
aptain (blank), lieutenant, (blank),
fficer (blank), licutenant (blank) of

{{he FOP sergeant { blank).”

e homicide bureau and president of
PP

,‘l
!
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- gpiracy to assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King. St

'off red $500.000 on two occasions Lo kul ng

‘;.'"‘_'- _ . ASSASSINATION O o

MARTIN LUTHER “JR.
le ed Polwe_ Plot
% o 3{\ HERTTREE S & S

. 2 ‘__#‘.f~‘-kl$' r'\?' l-cul
Pyt y lJOUISVILLE Ky (AP)—Rep M. Gene Snyder ( -Ky)
.s&}ld Saturday the House Assassinations Committee is
Jn\'estigaung an allegation from a “logical, rational” man
‘who claims several members of a police department and
PBI agents plotted to kill Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
s -~ Bnyder said he met the man “face to tace" and that “he
e.ppeared to be rational, a logical kind of man.” ‘L
. Snyder said he received a letter from the man and 1s-
iened to a tape recording the man sald he made of the a}-
eged assassination plot. He refused to'say whether the man
T the police depart.mem. lnvolved were in Kentucky

" “I RETIRED from (blank) police department in (blank)
fter serving (blank) years,” the letter said. “While I was in .
the police department I was innocently involved in a con-
“Involved in this conspiracy were agents of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, agents (blank), (blank) and
(blank) and others that I did not know,” the letter said, as
Snyder read it, citing but not naming several other off lcers
“Snyder said he could not divulge the names or the id¢n-

) tity of the man who contacted him,

“What I'm saying,” Snyder said, “is, those blanks need’

,u be protected if there's nothing t,o this. And if it is pn
E curate allegation that he's made, then the author of the
E {er needs to be protect,ed The committee is 1nvestigating

* e
& . "

SNYDER SAID the man "indicates further Ex’the letter
thut after he retired he comacted (a man) whg he says, is
James Earl Ray's attorney .

Ray is serving a life term in prison in comxectlon with
the assassinaton of the late civil rights worker who was
slan in Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.

\8nyder said the Iormer policeman claimed he

e—
. . s
» L g

Richard A. Sprague, the Philadelpma !awyer who_ is
chief counsel for the assassinations committee, confirmed
‘Sriyder had turned cver material containing the allegation,
and that it “is under investigation.”
The former policeman, Snyder said, tried to turn over 4
tape recording of the alleged $500,000 offer to Ray's lawyers,
but one of theirinvestigators finally asked “where he plan-
‘ned to hide if he tried to do anything wlth the tape." .

cendl,
"SNYDER SAID he has discussed the allegation wih
Rep. Samuel L. Devine of Ohio, the ranking minority mem-
berfof the committee. Devine, a former FBI agent, check:
into’ the man's background and found him to be a “sou
cmz 20, Snyder said.
nyder said the man told him the offers for him to kil
King were made in his automobile, where he had a itape
recorder. Snyder quoted the man as saying he had two
:lapes, one of which was either stolen or lost. Tite other tape

) +has been turned over to the committee, Snyder sald.

+ “Most of it was inaudible to me,” he said. “I could make
‘out, a lttle, I made out enough to belleve and ascertain that
a discussion was being had about King and money, b\.l. I
dldn‘)c:ven listen to all of IL.”

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

te i rhee w-,v. .(

Pmbed Rep.

o

s e, .c-

Te Kﬂli/ﬁr. KH/'

e TG0, MJ‘H» Ht. J" ~x

"Sn derS

.~ el malh 4P e

""'\ bt ‘f

- '-l-\—-‘

sxyvm:n 'SAID he wants the allegatlon to be thorough-
tfy Invistigated “and this guy ought to be protected tror({
any pfoblems. If it is inaccurate, then those people who hd
Jame need to be protected. He names three alleged FBI
age , four or five members, prominent members at the
t,ime,orapollce department.” et ete L%
The man has been interviewed by the commtttee
mvestlgauve staff, Snyder said. .
A . Bnyder sald he received the letter from the man o.: Feb.
H 'Jﬂ
6& T don’t know if it {S valld” he sald. “It is up 10 the
compmittee to investigate it.. .

47 a‘..z
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, "JR,

-

$ LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) —

¢U.S. Rep. Gene "Snyder, RKy.,

"-gays he has. referred to the
House Assassination Commit-
tee a retired police officer who

- elaims FBI agents proposition-

“ed him to kil Dr. Martin Luther
KingJr.

. In statements broadeast Fri-

~'day on WHAS-TV, Snyder said
.the former officer, whom he
' declined to name, has a tape
tgecording of a- purported con-
versation between himself and
‘FBI agents in which an alleged
suggestion was made to murder

"King.

2 "According . to .SJider, the
fox'mer pohcema’n “names
three FBI officers (and) three
or four prominent people at that
time in the police department
{and) indicates that the offer
was made on two occasions in

_ his automobile where he had a

pe recorder.”

Snyder, who represents Ken-
t\‘cky's 4{h District, declined to
:ﬁme dates and the city where
e purported offers were

"Sun-Democrat",

daily newspaper of general circulation,

.5 "f" ‘\"’T'.,; "0“""' 8‘""::-«1 IRe

ssassination },

% 8 WY TR L

pmpasaﬁ

.4,\53."*

told !

wii 8% ,u "‘u'i AR rsefe

TS S 3
made. e “"s {:’t‘ S

Snyder also declined - to
specify whether the former of-
ficer was from Kentucky. He
said the man contacted him by
letter recently and that he later
met t}i2 man and hstgned toone
taperecording. . - P

Part of the tape was inaudi-
ble, Snyder said, but he was
able to discern that the subject
was King's assassination.

“I have talked to him and in
my opinion he appears fo be a
responsible citizen and I think
these kinds of leads need to be

- checked out,” Snyder said.

Snyder said Assassinations
Commitiee now has the tape
recording and is investxgatmg
the matter.

King was assassinated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. The
Assassmatxons Committee
recently said it had new in-

ation on King's murddr,
but - has not produced ajy
evidence of involvement jy"
anyone other than the convictagd«
killer, James Earl Ray/'

Paducah, Kentucky, March 20, 1977

°

|
|

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176






