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‘ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

l Snyder says mari"
evealed police plots

Jv' .0‘ N

T =to

g i % By BILL HENDRICK
" hesoclated Press Writer _
. "LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) —
.Rep, Gene Snycfer, R-Ky., said
Saturday the House Assassina-
tions ~Committee is
‘vestigating an allegation from
& “logical, rational” man who
claims several members of a
)ohce department“and FBI
:sgents plotted to kill Dr. Mar-
'Xin Luther King Jr.-
11 Snyder said he met the man
$face to face” and that “he ap-

ared to be rational, a logical

d of man.” .
* 8nyder said he received a let-
‘ter from the man and listened
to a tape recording the man
¢ sald he made of the alleged as-
sassination plot. He refused to
say whether the man or the po-
' lice department involved were
i ln Kentucky.

-Asked why the man contacted

_him and let him listen to a- My

. eopy of the tape recording, Sny-
- der said “he may have ‘just

been looking for someone with "

-nerve, a fighter.”

: Snyder read part of the letter
and used the word “blank”
:where the man had  used
names. i

i‘- “I retired from (blank) police
. department in (blank) after
serving (blank) years,” the let-

. ter said. “While I was in the

" police department I was in-
nocently involved in a con-
spiracy to assassinate Dr, Mar-
tin Luther King.

"*“Involved in this conspiracy
were agents of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigtion, agents

s-(blank), (blank) and (blank)
~and others that I did not
kpow,"” Snyder said, continuing
.lt read the letter, “Members of
* thie (blank) police department,
ef Of detectives, captain

in-.

e,

'\- W .-_»

14

5
.o ﬁ-

kill King "3

NeEy .

-" (blank), lleutenant (blank), of-’

ficer (blank), lieutenant
(blank) of the homicide bureau
and president of the FOP sér—
geant (blank).” ' :

FOB stands for Fraternal Or-
der of Police, a collective bar-
gaining organization for police
officers.
- Snyder said he could not di-
vulge the names listed in the
letter or the identity of the man
who contacted him. :

. ’0'

“What-I'm saying,” Snyder"

said, “is those blanks need to
be protected if there’s nothing
to this. And if it is an accurate
allegation that he's made, then
the author of the letter needs to
be protected. The committee is
investigating it.”

Snyder said the man “in-
dicates further in the letter that
after he retired he contacted
who hwowsays s James Earl
y's attorney... ”

Ray is serving a life term in
prison in connection with the
assassinaton of the late civil
tights worker who was slain in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.

Snyder ‘said the former po-
liceman claimed he was offered
$500,000 on two occasions to Llll
King.

Richard A Sprague. the

" e '*;1(‘ o ~

Philadelphia attorney who is

chief counsel for the assassina-
tions committee, confirmed
Snyder had turned over male-
rial containing the allegation.

“The matler you refer to has
been referred to the committee
and is under investigation,”
Sprague said. 7

Snyder said he would vote to
continue funds for the con-
mittee’s continued existenie
solely on the basis of the alle
gation brought to him.

8

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

- . t

"Sun-Democrat",
daily newspaper of
general circulation,
Paducah, Kentucky
March 20, 1977

-



T
o AR ST R SRR TR

P

st

PISCPPINE IS 7 8- W I PR — %,
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<UHS GORBI To Hing Assassination Try e

PLENOEb, ",5~ “‘
‘? Lomsvrm.z Ky. (AP)
s+= U.S. Rep. Gene Sayder,
-R -Ky., says he has referred
ito the House Assassination
.Committee a retired police
“officer who claims FBI
_agents propositioned him to
hll Dr. Marun Luther ng

- . e

&‘day on WHAS-TV

t . ’
"Messenger";

-\~1’7 RN !
Snyder éaxd the former
officer, who he declined to
name, has a'tape recording
of a purported conversation -
between himself and FBI
agents in which an alleged
suggestion was made to
murder King. - -

"+ According to Snyder, the
former policeman “names
three FBI officers (and) ,

daily newspaper of
general circulation,
Mayfield, Kentuckyy
March 21, 1977 Ny

~r

-’....': . t’o.‘w&.‘: .).._ "(i

Ea ot
three or four promment
people at that time in the
_ police department (and)”
indicates that the offer was
made on two occasions in
his automobile where he
hada tape'recorder.” -.:

.Snyder, who represents
Kentucky s 4th District,
declined to name dates and
the city where the pur-
ported offers were made.

<+ ,Snyder also declined to’

Especﬂy whether the former
e officer was from Kentucky.

tHe said the man contacted
him by letter recently and

“that he later.met the man’

sand listened to one tape

sj&ordln s, ’v\ 'F-

Part of the tape was in-
“audible, Snyder said, but he
‘MWas ableto discern that the
‘subject was King’s
assassmanon v o

il | have talked to him and
«in my opinion he appears to
she a responsible citizen and

1 think these kinds of leads >

need té be checked out *
'Snyder said. = - i
Snyder sa 1_d
Assassmatrons Committee
now has the tape recording
.and is investigating the
-matter. 2
« + King was assassmated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968,
The Assassinations
Committee recently said it
Jhad new information on
King’s murder, but has not
produced any evidence of
involvement by anyone
other than the convicted

JKiller, James Earl Ray—
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:?f‘ LRI Y ."._.";_.:'i W’MWashlngton Bureas
ASHINGTON—A Tretired Louisville police
G knowledgeable congressional sources as highly respected )
oV _and reliable claims he was offe{ed $500,000 to assassiniyte )
.Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The man chtacted U.S. Rep. Gepe )
Snyder, R-Ky., with the information and a tape recording to back tp
Risclaim, ¢ 0 A G ) i
“i+'Snyder says he turned ‘over to the i
‘House Assassination Committee early this
.mepth a letter he received from the in- .
forlant. Snyder describes the man as a
27-y\ar veteran of the Louisville force,
now \n the private security business, but
would not reveal his identity. - " .
@ In danger? ’ ":‘7 . Kehtucky Post",
gy . U ey et S -
" snyder said he was not identifying the R daily newspaper of .
yman for several reasons: "If he's accle .. general circulation y»
rate and really interpreted everything Covington, Kentucky
_properly that there was something going " March 21. 1977
on then I don't think I ought to put him in 4 v
Jeopardy, people trying to get t0 him for : - -
‘one reason or another. ALY
"« think they could even try to get him
to keep him from talking any further.
PR - . . o - '.A
*Or if he's not accurate 1 don't think
lhe,;)_eople he mentioned ought to have
th\ir good names smeared." ce
~ Mnvder also declined to name the ‘
thre\ FBI agents and four or five:police
officess the information said were involv- -
"« in the alleged plot or to identify the
q!llt(:c department they were connected
~ith. B s . .
i "However, Rep. Samucl Devine, R- A
7 Ohio, the ranking minority member of the :
7/ assassination panel and the colleaguz to
Syhom Snyder first took the letter, soid
. S.\l}day the man was a former Lovisvilis 11
polticcman, although he said he was noth = .
sur® what the man's status was at the .
time of the alleved offer. .
F
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F°{ 1t-remains unclear whether the other
min-named in the letter were also Loyis.
vl policemen because none of the on-
jg smen would say. Snyder, whose con-
igressional  district includes suburban
isville, said only, "It wasn't too hard

Yfor me to check and find out if in fact
pbey had been officers, and they were.” *

t ““The offer about which the informant
gays he has personal knowledge allegedly
;togk place two or three years before Dr.
!tl(t_ng was shot to death in Memphis in

1968, an informed source said. - 5

‘.. “®He said “in 'his letter that he\was

offered $500,000 and the offer was made in

hil\ car equipped with a tape recorder-and :

hethas’ a recording of the conversation,”;

Jsaid Snyder. R

£ ®And then when I talked with him,”

sthe congressman continued, %he ‘told me

%l.xoa:sactually there were two conversa-*
ons_but the one tape has been either

-‘ggtsp!aced or stolen. CeIsT E

* "He has one tape and he's turned it

over to the committee.” ok

< %, Snyder believes he never met the map

“befjre the letter arrived in his office o

tl':e‘ 28. He said Devine. a farmer FBA

‘ageht, had the man Snvestigated an
‘ geported bac’:.k to him "thht the guy check-"
.?dgf.m $°°d- PR Ay A s 0
{-24In ‘a_meeting with the man after hel;
flew to Washington to be interviewed by
the committee staff, Snyder said "he did
not impress me as anybody who had any,
king of mental problems.” S
K+ Devine said he hadn't & t"the man, -
and he l:;nows of no information "he was a
C okl TR Y € T /L
PR L #ite PR
¥ %< bd Rep. Louis Stokes, D-Ohio, who s
‘chairing the subcommittee dealing specity
eally, with the King assassination, said hey
was 1d by Devine the man checked out
as ‘a \ "highly repected police officer
reputed to be a reliable individual.” -
%2 Stokes said he's taking the man's alle-
gation "seriously." D et
f-:Coming to Snyder was & fast resort
for the former policeman. Tk
#° *®In his letter he indicated that after
Je retired from the police department he
made an attempt to get this to James
Earl Ray's attorneys,” said Snyder. Ray
pleaded guilty to killing Dr. King in 1968
anj is serving a 99-ycar prison sentancg¢s
.. Jhe man was referrrbd hu.anadsf
Ral's attorneys to a Fredritk, Md., invetr
tigAtor, said Snyder, and called him. ¢
e Snvder said he'll now vote 1o keep tﬂ::
- W ) : we N %Y ey )
atb] going because “F U ink the policC:y
ellal 'sgsmr% needs to be \gvcsugf}g(_i-:;}g}‘,
find'out what therg istoit- e 12

H
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' RoiAfomey S TR
. +Checked Kentucky Leads \

* WASHINGTON (AP) — One of

-James Earl Ray’s lawyers says

*  gthat more than a year ago he

* vlooked into an allegation that

yLouisville police and FBI agents

_plotted to kill Dr.- Martin Luther

iKing and concluded “there

- ‘wasn't much 10 it . .. wsyorn

+ The lawyer, James H. Lesar,

:said yesterday that even if the

allegation of a retired Louisville

policeman is true, “it was re-

mote from the assassination” be-

‘cause the man alleges there was

only talk and not an attempt to

kill the civil rights leader.

< A House assassinations com-

mittee aide said investigators
have talkgq to the retired police- ..

man, wid was not identified

blicly, and are checking hisf

stpry without presuming how

‘mjch substance there is to it, l

-

"lexington Herald",

daily newspaper of
general circulation,
Lexington, Kentucky,
March 22, 1977
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i W Kentucky Post F ankfort Bureaw .
. -8 LOUISVILLE—Ciifton E. Baird, 50, i
the ex-patrolman who has just revealed
o the House Assassination Committee in
Washington that other Louisville police-
men. and three FBI men offered him

© $500,000 in 1966 to kill Dr. Martin Luther
x,pg‘!r‘ i \. e .- .- -‘: :"‘;:-.‘. P2y -:";-’
2% Four or five Louisville police officers
and three Louisville FBI agents plotted to
kill the civil rights leader two years be-
fore he was .actually assassinated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968, the committee
has been told. e 2% iz
". Baird, now an undercover private
fnvestigator, was not at his -smail brick
home at 7813 Edsel Ln., in-suburban Fern®
Treck Monday night. . : T
<- His wife Mary, 44, told The Kentucky
“Post in an exclusive interview why their
secret is coming out now, and what it has
“been like living with it.

e e 2K T
H A -l

P S
P ~
& —"n"s

;

e e

B The seeret. ..~ . - .
Anonymous phone calls—some in the
dead of the night—haveplagued the
"Bairds through the seven years they have
been married. It frightens you to death,
even if nobody says anything,” said Marn
Balrd. The last call calne a month aen).

‘ -

“li didn't seem like jt vias ever going to
stof},” she said. O
N l“l'm sure our phone has been tapped
“huridreds of times..It has an ‘off sound,
clicking little sounds while you're talking.
* My husband has spent many-a sleepless
night—he'll lje_there and toss :3‘nd turn,
then get up and read the paper. He kept
up with every report (of the assass'mzii
tion’s aftermath) and he always reads a
the articles on these deals,” she said.¢

{ “Having peace of mind would mean a
t’hﬂle lot to everybody.” \

Clifton Baird didnt tell his wife thY '

speret until after their'marriage, the secy

-ond for both of them. }

1’ Rigs up recorder. '
“We haven't even told our children

\
o

.

e -9 v

R e OO

-
R, BPPUI W

3-51-“600'\
bod} ‘this,"and he’s kept' a’lot of it tl\
himsrl(. and hasn't ‘evep told me,” shel
‘aid-l LY 'n-‘ Lt ..)\2. ': T e
=~ But she knows the gencral story. “He"
had been driving this [cllow (another
Louisville policeman) home from work—
the man's car had broken down or some-
'thing. And he started asking a lot of
.strange questions, then he asked whether
he'd kill King for half a million dollars. “1
think this got him pretty upset, and puz-
2led, so he rigged. up the tape recorder
(under the front car seat). The guy made
the same offer to him the next time they
‘drove home,” she said. . P
2*.7 #He {old him he didn't want any part
of it. He didn't have anything against
black people. That's why it was so hard
for him to understand. ‘Why me?’ you
know? **’ ST AN 1
% Feared for job. et
i.* Baird was not known among police
as a marksman. “I guess he is a good
¢ shot, but he doesr do target*

.

3

ceor ar_xything,"_.Mrs. Baird said.

=z . <

After high school in Bawling Greeni
lair cnlisted in the Marines, and served
Korea, she said. 1 think he was a ser-_
eant” < T s me¥T 0 ts e kR

One reason Baird did not speak up
rlier was fear for his police job, from
which he retired after 27 years in Novem:
"ber, 1975. “Before now, he was so close to
retiring, he was afraid_ tbey might kick .
hi out,” Mrs. Baird said. L
f_ Baird has felt victimized since he left §
.thi force. . . S
:: || “Somibody’s got to have something
H{négative) in his records-—.why_hasn"t he
been able to get a decent job smce.?‘ ‘}‘\5 .
wife wondered. PR
- “He went to meatcutiers '
Toledo, and tested out 98 per cent. And he
went to three or four places that were
desperate for a meatcutter and cou}dn ‘t&
getajob. - o e

“J’s been like that afl the time—and
his only job reference is the police“force.
ThiFS like that just don't add up, ‘lf‘lrik.

. eme i3

Baipd said. i
*You can live with
T 14

‘s

-~ [ 4 .
someghing _lik. .
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Ray laWyer- dismisses smn'y -

-~ 6 .‘,.p.

of pl@ﬁ in L@mswﬂe o klEE Kmfv

bpdr

. Assaclated Prm :
IF WASHING’I:ON — One of James Earl o,‘i:f,dc:; r:ﬁ:;ed laSt mghl L confmn
{Ray’s lawyess says that more than a y 113 ¢ policeman was retired
!year ago he looked into an allegation from the Louisville department. “I think
‘that Louisville police and FBI agents I've said cnough,” he ‘said. “I just don't
lot%;d todlull Dr. II\Iz:Irtén Luther King think I ought to nail it down. ") .
a“ >
r. He said ‘he conclude thcre wasn't On a related” matter. the House‘\alde

s much fo it.”
sald two commlecn..mnn. -
! *The lawyer, James H. Lesar, said yes1 view Ray today; o bers WIE mter .
erday that even if the allegauon by a R
i¥etived Louisville policeman Is true, “if
Beas remote from the assassination” be:
ause_the man says there was only tatk
and not an attempt to 'Kll the cml‘
rightslcader K £ 2 pel bR 1386 mez T

LU SR A)| . e

- A* House assassinations - commiltes :
alde said investigators have talked to
"the relired policeman, "who was not i
fderitified pubhcly and are checkmg hxs L.
story. -

. Lesar sald the rct:redur%hccman told . . "¢
him in a letter that other Louisville po- <. .
licemen and FBI agenls tried to hire * . . RS
him to kill King., . . . y K ..

. Rep. Gene Snyder, R-Ky., discloskd - : : .
ilasl week that the policeman also wrate ) . : .

him a letter containing the allegaticn.
Snyder said he turned it over fo the
_assassinations coinmitice. )

N "Courier~Journal",
daily newspaper of general circulation,
Louisville, Kentucky, March 22, 1977
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LOUISVILLE Ky. (AP) e
The wife of a former Louisville
‘policeman has told newsmen
her husband, Clifton Baird, is-
the source of the allegatron that
FBI agents and some niembers
.of the Louisville police depart-
‘ment plotted to kill Dr. Martm
LutherKing.:

TN N N g i segee

ssassmatmn«—"—-*
;;:clue identified

l«

-~-..gc$

Rl I

S PN M
“in wmch the alleged plot oc.
curred, but said he referred the
man to the House assassina-
tions committee. - R B4
Contacted at homie Tuesday
night about whether Baird was
the *man, Snyder refused to
~comment. . . Gt TIENCE
. Earlier, Snyder quoted from

¢ But Baird, 50, now employed ~ a letter he said the man had

“by a private security agency,

“was out of town and unavaxlable

forcomment. ° o enm
...He is reported to have been a
patrolman on the Louisville
police force from 1849 to 1975.

- Baird’s wife, Mary, 44, was
‘quoted by WHAS-TV and The
-Courier Journal as confirming
.her husband was the soutce of
allegations that he was offered
1$500,000 to kill thecivil rights
-leader, who was assassinated in
.1968, James Earl Ray was im-
prisoned in Tennessee on a
-murder charge stemming from
the assassiration. :

WHAS adlso quoted a

spokesman for the House Select

Committee on Assassinations .

.as confirming Baird" was the
source of the allegations.

Attempts Tuesday night to
reach Mrs. - Baird about the
‘media reports were unsuc-
cessful

Rep. Gene Snyder, RKy,
disclosed last week that he talk-
ed with a retired police officer
who claimed he was offered
money to-kill King. Snyder did

ot pame the officer or the city

e Ao vy oty | e e

written which said, “While I

,was in the police department O

‘was innocently involved in a

“conspiracy to assassinate Dr.
Martin Luther King.” -8

__ The congressman said of the’
man making the allegation: “I :

don’t think that he’s a kook, I'm
not irf a position to say whether

he’s telling the truth or not, but

hg does not appear to me to je a
pefSon other than totally ra-
tional.”

Snyder said he hstened to a
tape recording, now in the
hands of House investigators,
.« Which purports to contain con-
versations relating to the alleg-
ed conspiracy. .

A committee spokesfian said
the allegations are being in-

vestigated. If the House votes

next week to extend the com-
mittee’s charter, committee in-_
vestlgators may meet with the
. gan in Louisville next month
the spokesman said.

Louisville Police Chief John
Nevin said the department has
not received any official com-

munications from the,

assassinations committee.
. .

- peee
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__tape recorder, and Bafrd is in" possesslo!
. of a tape that supports his allegations.™
According to Snyder, Baird wrote,
“While I was in the Louisville Police
Deparlment I was innocently involved in
:h co%s'plrgcy to assassinate Martin Lu-
} or er King.” Tiee oo feeia t 1]
patrolman from the Louisville Police® Bajrd re dentified  several
. ¢ portedly identified several
.geeg?lé*rzgﬂt in 1975 and now ‘11_‘.’?5 IR members of the alleged conspiracy, in-
- Baicd EE N ;*c!u:!mg at least three FBI agents, the
- Baiyd was identified as Snyder’s infor- Ic'ntyls chx;:f of dettet;hves, a captain, two
ieutenants, a pa

tucky Post, which called him “a 27-year who was presigcnrtoo‘?atrl;ea;):ca:i fg g?gg

.yeteran of the Louisville force, now in the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP).
;thepnvate security business.” . . . . eqhe Jast reference apparently " is to
1 In 2 brief interview at her.home last Tom Denton, ‘who -rétired earlict this
night, Baird's wife Mary, 44, confirmed Year as president of FOP Lodge 6. Den.
that it was her husband who told Sny. ton, who has said he is considering run-
der, R-4th District, about the alleged ning for Jefferson County sheriff, said
pmmmmmmNMﬁmmmmywmmﬂwwlwmhww»
shol {o death in Memphis, Tenn, in, t{;mg, about it . . . I was quite surprised
1968. ) Wy e .-.,‘3'} .at it wasin 1:ouxs\'111e. L
Mrs. Baird declined to comment fur+ _ Former Chief of Detectives Priest
ther, cxcept to say that her husband is Fryy another of those dpparently re.
:nt:ztn of town and unavailable to news-" ?‘g’ﬁdth“; gn ll?aird's fleger»d sgid last
. - 1 g afe e GRIght that he “knew of” Baird, but nev-
Baird i‘eportéd]y claimed he \:'aé';f’-! er heard anything about the alleged plot
fered $500,000 to kill King, and said the !0 assassinale King. Cerd g
conspiracy involved FBI agents and oth. Current?Louisville Police Chief John,
er - Louisville policcmen. According to Nevin saif the department has not re.
Snyder, the offer to Baird was made in Ceived any official communications from
Baird’s car, which was equipped with a the congressional committee investigat-
- - * ' ing King's assassination. - seew
- Nevin said he may have known Baird,’
but he “didn’t know him very well. Of
.eourse we were from different genera-
. _ «tlons. . . . My first reaction to the thing

. <was that it was preposterous.”

s - .C. 3. Hyde, a longtime Louisville po- .
Yiceman who became chief in 1968, said
he remembers Baird as “a very fine po- .
dice officer. . . . He was a tall, heavyset
fellow who wasn't afraid of man or,
beast. If 1 was going on a job and ex-

: wmme—Fy JOHN FILIATREAU '
_ "'« -Cevrier-Journal Staff Writer
The ex-policeman who recently told
:US. Rep. M: Gene Snyder about an
.abortive conspiracy to murder Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. has been identified -
“as Clifton E, Baird, 50, who retired as a

Ntrey Af

Lo

,gcm_btrouble, I'd want him with
R e e e g O b4 Y~ S—
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Rem'ed Peh é‘?ﬁ”a?ﬁ s Wife Says

S, W
‘-*1:, "&- '4§ }'} -c.,-)»\ M “ \ O

Husband Told Of mg EPE:)E;,

ek S S ‘1’ g Sl 8 a1
.LOUISVILLE Ky.(AP)—~The wife of a retired

policeman confirmed Wednesday it was her hus-’
Zband who told Rep. Gene Snyder (R-Ky.) of an

alleged plot by Federal Bureau of Investigation

5(FBI) agents and Luisville Police officers to :
. a&sassmate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. -
¥ w-Mary Baird, 44, said her husband, Clifton’ E . -

rd, & former Louisville police omcer, t.old
Snyder of the alleged plot. : i,

. SNYDER QUOTED Baird as. saylng the offer .
Lwas made in & car by members of several mem- e
sbers of the Louisville Police Department and
\:severa.l FBI agents. S SRR ATt ¢
,": 4 Mrs. Balird said her husband retired from the” ’

; :‘.ot%lsgrillle Pollclevi Department several yea.rs ago "Kentucky Enquirer",
« r 27 years service. . SPACHE; 2 3
£ «He told me about this when I first married  9@1ly newspaper of
ghlm seven years ago,” Mrs. Baird said in an general circulation,
lx;bervlew “I think he thought he wasn't going to Covington, Kentucky
* be believed.” LT L v T M h 24 ’1977 ’
. Snyder said the man told hlm he was offered arc ’
* $500,000 on two occasions to kill Kig dj s -
.. Mrs. Baird said she believes dne reason her
husband came forward with the allegation was_ .
“zbpcause “he wants to know why someone asked™ o
£ him” to kill King, who was assassinated in Mem- , '
. phis, Tenn., in 1968. . CoXed ] . .
‘It sure has been on his mlnd Mrs Baird - .
7sald. “He sald it just got to bothertng him a
! t’s why he contacted Mr. Snyder.” .
. Her husband, before contactt Snyder toll
1 line of James Earl Ray's attorneys of the alleghd
t lot, she said. Mrs. Baird said her husband was
- ¥discouraged” after talking with the attorney.

e ﬁgy is servmg 99 years m prlson tor the sla.ying of
g ng. s

ARG

SNYDER WHO dlsclcsed Ia.st week that he

had heard from a man who claimed knowledge :
of a plot to kill King, refused to divulge the man S

L IRl

Baird told his wife "he was ottered 8500 000 to

fl1” King and “he dldn't, apprec!ate it " Mrs.
aird sald. {
NNV S ;. RN P17 S S B apte

N 1 9 . ’
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FOB stands for Fratemal brde}' of

—n

olice, a “collective bargaiyjing
panization for police officers.

.. &% Snyder said he could not divulge the

names listed in the letter or the
¢ identity of the man who contacted him.
31 “WhatI'm saymg." Snyder sajd, *4s
+ those blanks need io be protected if
%\ihere s nothing to this. And if it is an
céurate allegation that he’s made,
n the author of the letter needs to be
tected. The committee is
estigating it."” |

getired he contacted who he says is
James Earl Ray’s attorney...

.Ray is Serving a life term i m prison m
connectlon with the assassinaton of the

; late civil rights worker who was slam )

"{n Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.

. Snyder said the former pohceman
clauned he was offered $500,000 on two
“occasions to kill King.

b Richa_rd A. Sprdgue, the
‘Philadelphia attorney who is chief
‘counsel for the assassinations com-
.mittee, confirmed Snyder.had turned
‘pver material containing the
-allpgation.

NP SN Y

A

s
] Snyder said the man "uidxca!:'
‘further in the letter that after Be

eihe atter You refer to has b?aé’n""‘

referred to the committee and is under
investigation,” Sprague said. .
Snyder said he would vote to con—
tinue funds for the committee’s con-
tinued existence solely on the basis of

the allegation brought to him.

The former policeman, Snyder saxd
tried to turn over a tape recording of
the allfiged $500,000 offer. {6 "Ray’s
attorneys but finally was asked by one
of the attorneys’ investigators “where
he planned to hide if he tried to doﬁ
anything with the tape.” -

Snydgr, said he has discussed the,
allegatifh with Rep. Samuel L. Devind

.neisiatz] 8 of Ohio, the ranking minority member

[T
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“of the committee. Devine, a forme

FBI agent, checked into the man’

;. background and found him to be a
“solid citizen,” Snyder said. k

Snyder said the man told him thei
offers for him to kill King were made

- in his automobile, where he had a tape ,

recorder. Snyder quoted the man asf
saying he had two tapes, one of whlch
was either stolen or lost. = .. 3
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PRI E S TRCIPR S Y Y .‘buu.xi P4 E,

e ..

AN

[N

-



[l

.. "ASSASSINATION O
'MARTIN LUTHER KM

, JR, ..

.

"' s‘,gv NESS

]

FELOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) U
%, Atty. George Long safis he
!has told the Justice Department
about an “allegation that
Louisville police and FBI
“agents conspired to assassinate
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
+Long said Friday that thes
‘Justice Department hasn't

;keneSnyder, R-Ky. REN
«x$Snyder said he was contacted
"by a man who told him of a con-
#piracy. to kill the late civil
yights leader. The man alleged,
-Spyder said, that six members
of the Louisville Police Depart-
ment and several FBI agens
,were involved. - .- v
er‘Snyder has refused to divulge
the man’s name. However, The
Kentucky Post reported that

E!Eon Baird, 50, a retired
Louisville pohceman made the
allejations, and his wife Mary,
44 confirmed it. -
v Bau‘d has not been available
for comment since his wife con:_
firmed he told Snyder of the
alleged plot. .

Snyder, who still refuses to
identify the person who con-
tacted him, said he talked with
the man “face to face.” The
congressman quoted.the man as
saying:he was offered $500,000
to kill King, assassinated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. James
Ear] Ray is serving 99 years in
prison for the murder of King.

Mrs. Baird said her husband
is a security guard, that he
retired from the police depart-
ment after 27 years service apd
thit he is out of town on an
assignment. She has refused \o

elabiyrate. !

ey -

A
.

‘\&M “” ....

_. @vernmem/
‘told of Eﬁmg

murder story

et br

% said her husband told her,
the alleged plot seven year§
o, when they were married

told Snyder, she said,
because he wanted “to kno
why someone asked him" to kill
King. It had been “bothering
him,"” she said.

Snyder said the man told hxm
he had contacted one of Ray's
attorneys, who dismissed the

allegation as untrue. Snyder,
"however, said his impression of
the man led him to believe the
charge at least should be in-
vestigated. Snyder said the man
was “rational’’ and that the FBI
consxdered him a “solid citizen

CRERNIEN 4 [ A b7
\ The man told Snyder that he
tape-recorded the alltged offe

hich he said was riade i B
¢pr, the congressman said
S\ yder\glso said the tape hag
ben tugsed over to the House
Select Committee on Assassina-
tions, along with a letter"from
the man in which names of
policemen and FBI agents
allegedly involved were listed.

. Snyder said he listened to a

“copy of the tape but that most of
it was inaudible. However, he
said he heard enough to
eslablish it had something to do
_WiithKing and money.
* Pnyder said, additional'y,
t he changed his mind about
extending funding for the corny-
mittee on the basis of his cor,,
versation with the man.

- Louisville Police Chief John
Nevin said his department
would not know where to begin
an investigation but that he
would like to be stipplied with
any information the House com-
mittee has on the alleged in-
volvement by Louisville police.

21

+ “T would very much like to
have the information furnished
to us so we can ask some serious
questnons,*’ Nevin said. “Right
now, it is really most difficuit to
deal with the situation, but I

Lcertainly think before it's over
:we’ e going to have to look ini

it, lo question ahout it.” 4

"Sun-Democrat",
daily newspaper of
general circulation,
Paducah, Kentucky,

March 27, 1977
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Deny they

By TIM WYNGAARD and CARL
WEST =

,&f&mmmwmeMmm

.~ LOUISVILLE, KY.—~They are almost
.&ll in their 60s now, graying and potbel-
Tied, leisurely working part-time retire-

r,ment jobs after lifelong police careerss

;. And unti] last week, they must have
“felt that their glory days, and the excite-
ment of police work, were behind them.

" Now they have been named as part of
a 1965 plot to kill the late Martin Luther
Klng Jl‘ ~ o K3

They maintain they know nothing of
tbe charges leveled against them by
another former Louisville cop. They won-
-der why a man they recall fondly would
secretly accuse them to investigators for
the House Assassinations Committee.

i But slowly they are finding out that
‘the charges of retired Louisville patrol-
man ‘Clifton E. Baird—that they offered
.him $500,000 to kill King—have caught
-them in the rapidly closmg vise of con-
gressional politics. )

BAIRD'S ACCUSATIONS, contained

2 in a still-secret letter to the House com-
! mittee, are being used by memmbers of the
beleaguered panel as a lever to pry
approval for another year's continuation
Irom a reluctant House.

> Approval of a new budget of $2.7 mxl-
lion is expected tomorrow, following com-
mittee leaks outlining Baird's charges
and .a 14-page preliminary committee
report claiming new leads in the murders
Jof ng m 1968 and President Kennedy in
1963 .- Ty LT N .

SCrxpps-Howard News Service has
-identified and interviewed four of the six
Louisville policemen named in Baird's
“letter—and they categorlcally deny his
charges . .

-.One of Baird's* former commandmg
’officers recalled Bdird warmly, and then
exploded when a reporter told him the
contents of the secret letter.

vt '“‘f}“"‘ TV M i, (‘u\nc*\."l*“v-\"}l dedpdl v

were pal

" *IT'S PREPOSTEROUS," he said of
Baird's claim that six local lawmen and
three FBI agents planned to kill King dur-

«ing a period of open-housing tension here.

*It's so preposterous that it's ridicu-
lous. T just can't believe it. .. He's
wrong,” he said. .

A second called Baxrd's charges "silly
and stupid," and offered to take a lie
detector test. Syt

He added,"If he's accusmg me, he's.

‘_anout-and-out liar." c e N

A third, the only one of the four still
on the Louisville police force, also offered
to take a lie test and said he intends to
deny the charges under oath to the House
committee. . NET A2 PR

. Another renred lawman—a rankmg

- _'_,1,.

PR,

officer attached to the same district as

Baird and the rest of the policemen
named in the letter—took a more s‘oft-
spoken appr¥sth to his denials.

" ®]ts kind of weird to me,” he said.’
"But I really can't help you. <All T know
about it is what I have read i m the news-

papers.” £an T

Individually, they all raised the ;sar.‘n'e‘.

pnvate uestions about Baird's charges.

WIHEY ASK, did Baird Temain
sxlent abdtt the alleged murder plan for
almost 12 years—and for-two years fol-
lowing his retirement after an unblemish-
ed 27-year career as a policeman?_ .

Where .would they—even with' the
connivance of the FBI-have come up,
with $500,000 to pay a gunman? -

And, they ask, if the FBI was involv-
ed—with all the sophisncated equipment
at its disposal—why would they have set-
tled on an insignificant patrolman, not
highly regarded as a marksman, as the.
h‘lggerman’ . ,~ ,l r» ~' (3

Baird, now a Pinkerton's securlty
guard here has disappeared since mak-
ing the charges Reporters have been
unable to find him and committee sources,
refuse to say whether he is being held
under protective custody. .

Ray cooperating—James Earl
Ray gave staff members of the House

EsiE

. . -
LR S T
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Assassinations Committee information
yesterday which his lawyer said could
_identify the shadowy "Raoul" in the Mar-
tmLutheerg Jr. assassination. *s °

« ~Chief counsel Richard Sprague and
three other committee investigators spent
a8ix hours with Ray, King's convicted
assassin,” at Brushy Mountam State
Pnsonm’l‘ennessee A

SRR

Sprague refused oomment o’x’rwhat
R.ay told the investigators.  “r= ¥ -

Among the information Ray prov1ded
the committee or made available through
his previous lawyers, his attorney,,said,
:were travel dates and motel lodging
:yecords documenting his own moveshents
. as well as telephone numbers Ray claim-
. ed to have.used to contact Raoul, & mys-
terious figure Ray has blamed for the
King murder. : Y :

Ray, serving a 99~year pnson sen-
" tence for the King assassination, is hop-
ing to gain a new trial by cooperatmg
thh the commiittee. 2 ‘ .

L] ""a -
. voenlt ety

"Kentucky Post",
daily neyspaper of
general «irculation,
Covington, Kentucky
March 29, 1977
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On March 25, 1977, Robert L. Keuch, Deputy Assistant
Attorney General, Criminal Division, United States Department
of Justice, Washington, D. C., who has been appointed Special
Counsel for the Department of Justice in matters concerning
the HSCA, advised that the Attorney General had authorized
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) interview of Clifton E.
Baird, prev1ously identified in newspaper articles contained
herein, in the presence of an Assistant United States Attorney
(AUSA), Louisville, Kentucky, concerning all details of Baird's
recent reported allegation that he had received an offer from
FBI Agents and pdlice officers to assassinate Martin Luther
King, Jr. for $500,000. 00 ‘

On March 26, 1977, an attempt was made to interview
Clifton E. Baird, 7813 Edsel Lane, Louisville, Kentucky,
concerning all details of recent reported allegation. .Inquiry
at the Baird residence by Special Agents of the FBI, accompanied
by AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr., on March 26, 1977, revealed
that Clifton E. Baird was out of town at an undisclosed
location in Kentucky where, according to Baird's wife, Mary
Baird, the former was on special assignment in connection with
his employment with Pinkerton, Inc. Detective Agency, 510 West
Broadway, Louisville, Kentucky. ‘Mary Baird declined to
furnish information concerning Baird's specific location since
Baird was working on spécial assignment involving twelve hour
shifts and interview of Baird while so employed could possibly
jeopardize his job and cause him embarrassment inasmuch as his
co-worker on that assignment had no knowledge of Baird's
recent allegation. Mary Baird indicated that her husband would
not return to Louisville, Kentucky, until the morning of
March 29, 1977, at which time she would ask Baird to contact
the FBI Loulsv111e Office or United States Attorney's Offlce,
Louisville, Kentucky.

. Mary Baird advised that she had no personal knowledge
of the reported offer which apparently occurred sometime
in 1966 and that her husband had not revealed any pertinent
facts of the allegation to her. Identities of the FBI Agents
and Louisville Police Department officers reportedly named
in her husband's letter to Representative M. G. (Gene) Snyder
were unknown to Mary Baird, '

23
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

According to Mary Baird, her husband, Clifton E.
Baird, was interviewed by the HSCA in Washington, D. C,.
"'several weeks ago', at which time a tape recording of the
alleged offer to kill Martin Luther King, Jr. and all other
pertinent data were provided committee members., Mary Baird
did not believe that a copy of the tape recording existed
and had no knowledge of any copy of the letter written by her
husband to Snyder which may have been retained by the former.

Mary Baird was of the opinion that Snyder publicized
receipt of the allegation in order to insure continued funding
of HSCA scheduled to expire March 31, 1977. Mary Baird had [
no knowledge of how her husband's identity was "leaked" to the
news media, noting that she has been harassed by the news
media both at home and her employment, Stockyards Bank,
Louisville, Kentucky, in an apparent effort to obtain
additional information regarding the allegation and arrange
an interview of her husband. As of March 26, 1977, no known
interview of Baird had been conducted by the news media.

Mary Baird assured Special Agents of the FBI and
AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr. that she would have her husband,
Clifton E. Baird, contact the FBI or the United States
Attorney's Office immedjately upon his return to Louisville,
Kentucky. The necessity for immediate interview of Clifton
E. Baird was reiterated to Mary Baird and suitable -
arrangements for same on or about March 29, 1977, were made.

on March 26, 1977, the above information was
furnished to United States Attorney George J. Long, Jr.,
Western District of Kentucky, Louisville, Kentucky.

Oon March 29, 1977, the second attempt was made to
contact Clifton E. Baird, 7813 Edsel Lane, Louisville,
Kentucky, for the purpose of arranging a suitable interview
with Special Agents of the FBI in the presence of AUSA
Alexander T. Taft, Jr. Included herein as follows is a
sunmary of that contact:

24
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) ' : Date of transcription

. On March 29, 1977, at approximately 7:28 PH,
Special Agents EDMUND V. ARMENTO and CHRIS R, HOEHLE arrived
at the residence of CLIFTON L. BAIRD, 7813 Edsel Lane,
Louisville, Kentucky, .for the specific purpose of contacting
BAIRD in an effort to arrange a suitable interview of BAIRD
with Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation ~
}FBI) in the presence of Assistant United States Attorney
- {(AUSA) ALEXANDER T, TAFT, JR. in connection with an allegation
of an offer reportedly made to BAIRD by unnamed FBI Agents
during 1966 to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., Contact
was made inasmuch as BAIED had falled to initlate contact with
" the FBI or the United States Attorney's 0ffice on March 29,
1977, as had been requested of his wife, MARY BAIRD, during
previous contact on March 26, 1977, -
Upon arrival at the BAIRD residence, MARY BAIRD
answered the doorbell, at which time Speclal Agents immediately
. identified themselves and displayed their credentials., MARY-
BAIRD acknowledged that she recognized both Special Agents
from previous contact with same on March 26, 1977, however,
requested that Special Agents speak with her outside her )
_residence., Interviewing Agents requested entrance into her
resldence for privacy reasons inasmuch as neighbors were
sitting on front porches 1n close proximity to BAIRD residence
and would be able to overhear all conversation., Entrance into
residence was granted by MARY BAIRD following the above request.
Upon entering the residence, MARY BAIRD was asked if she had been
in contact with her hushand, CLIFTON E, BAIRD, to which she
replied that her husband was in fact present at the residence.

_ CLIFTON E, BAIRD entered the living room of the
BAIRD residence, at which time Special Agents attempted to
identify themselves with credentials in the presence of
BAIRD's wife and explain the purpose of the contact, CLIFION
E. BAIRD exclaimed that he knew who the Special Agents were,
refused to shake hands or look at the credentials, BAIRD
stated, "I know who you are.", not giving the interviewing
Agents opportunity to explain the reason fox instant contact.
BAIRD was immediately advised that the Attoraey General of the
United States had specifically requested he be interviewed

tervioned on3/20/77 o Louisville, Kentucky . LS 44-947
SA CHRIS R, HOEHLE : '

by SA EDMUND V. ARMENTO/EVA/scs o Dote dictated______3/30/T7 _

This document contains neither recommendohons nor conclusions of the FBI. 1t is the properly of the FBIl and is looned 1o your agency;
it ond its contents ore not lo be distributed ouls:de your agency. -
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concerning allegations recently revealed by BAIRD to United
States Representative M, G, (GENE) SNYDER., BAIRD blurted,
*Y have no statement to make. Just leave.", not allowing
interviewing Agents to complete statement. ,
. BAIFRD became visibly upset and his eyes appeared
glassy and moist, speaking abruptly and not allowing interviewing
Agents to express themselves fully. While leaving resldence :
at the specific direction of BAIRD, Special Agents again
‘advised BAIRD that the sole purpose of the contact was to
arrange an interview of BAIRD with Special Agents of the FBL
in the presence of a representative of the United States :
Attorney. BAIRD immediately inquired as to the identity of .. :es-5in:
thé United States Attorney and when informed that the local . -
United States Attorney was GEORGE J. IONG, JR., BAIRD exclaimed,
"Don't bring that man out here, I have no use for him." :
BAIRD further exclaimed, "I have recelved numerous threats
from the FBI over the last ten years.' and "I have nothing
to say."” BAIRD terminated the contact by stating, "I'll ..y
"say it all to the House Committee." Immeédiately prior to ;
termination of contact, BAIRD was advised that if he possessed
any evidence of misconduct on the part of any FBI Agent, he -
should immediately bring same to the attention of the Attoxrney
General of the United States. Contact was terminated at 7:32 PM
and Special Agents immediately departed the area of the
re%gdence. » _ e
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On March 29 ,l 1977, AUSA Alexander T, Taft, Jr.
was advised of the results of the contact with Clifton E.
Baird by Special Agents of the FBI on the evening of March

29, 1977.

\"
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" Transmit the following in :
: . (Type in plaintext or code)

vu AIRTEL -~ - . °  AIRMAIL

® . B . (Precedence)
T0: 'DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) e
'FROM:  SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Louisville teletype to . Bureau dated 3/20/77,
Bureau teletype to Louisville dated 3/26/77, Louisville
teletype to Bureau dated 3/27/77, Louisville teletype to Bureau
dated 3/29/77 and Bureau telephone call to Louisville, 3/30/77.

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are ten (10) copies
of self-explanatory LHM setting forth details concerning
recent reported allegation by CLIETON_E. BAIRD, 7813 Edsel Lane,
svi gk Kentucky, that he had receiﬁgaﬂaTgér from FBI
‘Agents and’police officers to assassinate MARfﬁN LUTHER KING,
JR,, inclusive of local newspaper articles relating to same
and unsuccessful attempt to interview CLIFTON E. BAIRD.

Enclosed for Memphis are two (2) copies of above
described LHM, which contains summary of all information
developed to date concegning instant aspect of captioned matter.

‘It is noted that Louisvifié Division indices contain
only single reference to [ ) GENE_BAIRD,, Officer,
Louisville Police Department' (LS 44%474), which file was
destroyed on 2/28/77. No informationiis contained in
Louisville Division files substantiating BAIRD's allegation on

. 3/29/77 that he has received numerous threats from the FBI
over the last ten years. . '

Copy of enclosed IHM being disseminated locally to

U. 8. Attorney, Louisville, Kentucky. \QL/H ; QL/?,%ID .

2 - Bureau (Enc. 10) <%9V/
9 - Memphis (Enc. 2) 5@‘(}

-~ Louisvill
/ (;%A/scgl Ve ' 9\65?\C>. Indexed_.
6 : :
Oy w0zt ves_ / \f od
g Vo !
Approved: bsént M Per

Special Agent in Charge

Aserialized
3 7

GPO : 1975 O - 590-992
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" Transmit the following in .
: (Type in plainiext or code) » |

v "AIRTEL - - , ' AIRMAIL

" B (Precedence)
T0: “DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) AR
"FROM:  SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (P) .

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Louisville teletype to Bureau dated 3/20/77,
Bureau teletype to Louisville dated 3/26/77, Louisville
teletype to Bureau dated 3/27/77, Louisville teletype to Bureau
dated 3/29/77 and Bureau telephone call to, Louisville, 3/30/77.

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are ten (10) copies
of self-explanatory LHM setting forth details concerning
recent reported allegation by CLIETON_E. BAIRD, 7813 Edsel Lane,.

ille, Kentucky, that he had received offer from FBI
Agents and police officers to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR., inclusive of local newspaper articles relating to same
and unsuccessful attempt to interview CLIFTON:E, BAIRD,

Enclosed for Menmphis aré two (2) copies of above
described IHM, which contains summary of all information
developed to date concegning instant aspect of captioned matter.

It is noted that Louisvilile Division indices contain
only single reference to 'zggggggg=§g%%§g BAIRD, Officer,
Louisville Police Department' (LS 44% 73;, which file was
destroyed on 2/28/77. No information is contained in
Louisville Division files substantiating BAIRD's allegation on

3/29/77 that he has received numerous threats from the FBI
over the last ten years, . ’

Copy of enclosed IHM being disseminated locally to

U. S. Attorney, Louisville, Kentucky. N

. 2 - Bureau (Enc. 10)
- Memphis (Enc. 2)
-~ Louisville

A/scs | "' \'1‘)7 -'/ ¢f D)

Sedrched

(6) S S s 5§ T3 / oy ey Sex“iafilx’)':,‘__ f g
/ Lo ST AN S . ,7[/—-“—-
' V]

e indexe U

i / - Filec »”_‘7_0( -
Approved: \bSent M Per

Special Agent in Charge

GPO : 1975 O - 580-992
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TROS Tenn (AP) -

ttorney for onvicted
mur erer James Earl Ray *
Isaid Ray answered all ’
questions put to him by
House assassinations ’
commlttee attorneys \
Tuesday concerning the 1968
murder of Dr. Martin Luther *
King Jr. . %-"*h
Ray met for more than t
hours at Brushy Mounta
S}ate Prison_h{re with th i

Huse attorneysloto give §
pripliminary deposition on
his role in- King’s murder in*
Memphis. Ray is serving a
99-year sentence at the
prison for the killing of King.

Jack “Kershaw, Ray’s
newest attorney, said af-
terward that Ray was not
under oath, but that he an-
swered all questions put to
him by Richard Sprague, the '
 cqmmittee’s chief counsel,
alhd Robert Lellner; who
hilndling the King portion o
: the committee’s\probe. |
t-+ Kershaw also said hi
% client has not reached any
' decision on whether he will

take a lie detector test
: concernmg the King murder.

* “I don’t see any great sur-
pnse information coming out
until later,” the attorney -
said. “If there 'are any
. 8 rpmses, the wx]l nnt hb t

claims innocence in the King
assassination despite his
_earlier plea of guilty to the
murder, jalked only about
his own actions or actions of

which he
knowledge.

“He really does not know
kﬁat anybody else diqv
\

had du'ect\
Kershaw said. “We \3

MV

. ‘,J
»
.

- e
?

anel ( Questions Ray.

bk

n"About Kingz Slayin

h 4
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i ir  .investigation
saotfoborate what he said wi
‘t'sat fy their goals and ours
YAs ar as Ray 'is concerned,
Qﬁhls is directed solely toward
ngettmg his day in court.” -
»_Sprague emerged from the '
3¢ession _smiling, but told _
%t:eporters as he entered his
tcar that he’ would have no
&comment on the meeting. .
id he would .attend 1§ !
2 mlttee meeting today i

'in—;'..m ERT RS 2

3§The , Tuesd sessxon -
\‘cluded Spraghe, Kersh:\:/ !
fand three other committee’
gstaff Jiembers. =~ After
Sprague and his staff left,
‘Kershaw remained behmd
Jhe walls for a brief period ;
aconfemng with his client, | 1
- Barlier, Kershaw had told
xeporters Ray may be’
,wdhng to take a lie detec
Agst in_connection n_with_th,
<a assmatlon ut he said i
% Lafler méeting \A th Ray that .j‘
; o Yecision had bipen reached
ion the question. ‘i
{ Kershaw said reports that »
ra mysterious Latin man -
“named “Raoul” was Ray’s
j-brothef are incorrect. Ray |
;has said that he was in
Memphis in connection with

“\Faoul is a bi) eatmng auu"g :
{alking humay being,”"
Kershaw said. *‘The com- i
imittee is trying to find him

,now and so am L” -~
3~ Kershaw added that he be-
#Jieves Raoul is in the United
. States or Canada and that
t 'searches for him are being
r conducted in Florida,
Alabama and Kentucky. :
¢. - He said Ray met Raoul in
%*Montreal while Ray was still -
ia fugmve after escapmg
" from prison. :

{‘Ray is simply an un
Altting” tool and mstrumen&r
in} the assassination,’

““Kershaw said. “Now only for
/ the first time ever is there a
climate of opinion that gives
 him a forum,” he added,
explammg Ray’s willingness

A& talk to the commlttee .

“offinjals.

s
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ngassassmatlon but\pree -
g'da later attempted to

*draw the plea, claiming he
gwas forced by his original
atjp,rney, Percy Foreman,

m.,Smce then, Ray said he '
Wwas having a tiré changed
-when King was shot. and was
.not in the boarding “house
#rom which officials said the

‘bullets were fired. sond

? “There is real doubt in my
mind that the “bullet was
fired from the boarding
house"' Kershaw said. “It
may have been fired from

otel,” he added.
ershaw said "Ray w
WRZNg to tell the committe
taffers everything he knows
esday in hopes of possibly
etting a new trial. The U.S.
Supreme Court turned down
Ray’s appeal for a new tmal
in December. ~ * ¥, ’l

i 44 think he has grounds for

another trial,”” Kershaw
said. “There’s no' question
fthat his Fourteenth, Fifteen
\and Sixth amendment ghts
ﬁve violated.” - - \

- bt T3 \A.ﬂu&ﬂ’ oped e

<the bushes outside thé”

4

-
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|
f'l‘h wife of? a' retired
-Loliisville ,police , officer
confirmed today that her’
usband is the man who told
ep. Gene Snyder, R-Ky,, he
as offered $500,000 on two
occasions to kill Dr: Martm
Luther King Jr. =~ #3™9
. Mary Baird, 44, said her
50—year~old husband Chfton
E. Baird, who is out of town™,
fand unavailable for com-
‘ment told Snyder of the
aljege¢ offer he said wds "
"mfjdein a car by members i
_thi © Louisville = polic
department and severa] FBI)
agents. ey N
She said her husband
retired from the Louisville
police department several
years ago -after 27 years A
service. i
“He told me about thxs
.when I first married him,
seven years ago,” Mrs.
Baird said. “I think he
-thought he wash’t going to be
‘believed.”
She said she beheves one
reason he came forward a

Vb D untoas

allegation was because ‘“he
\wants to know why someone
dsked him” to kill the civil

rights " leader, who was
assassinated in Memphis,
Tenn., in 1968. :

“It sure has been on hxs
mind,” Mrs. Baird said. “He
said it just got to bothermg
him and that’s why he
contacted Mr. Snyder.”

She said her husband,
before contacting Snyder,
told one of James Earl Ray’s |
attorneys of the alleged plot.

.. She said her husband was ,
“discouraged” after he, told

e attorney .

* Ray is serving 99 years\in
prm\on for the slaying \L

King . 3

’enred Lom

‘wsecond time with the \\

@

(Mount Clipping in Spacn Ralau) .

h,‘

=iy
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~gnyder, who disclosed lést

ek that he had heard fr .

1 man _who claimed i _ ‘

} wledge of a’plot to kill | -
ng, refused to dwulge the

» man's name.

" Mrs. Baird sald her
"husband told her “he was .
“offered $500, 000 to kill” King }
and that | “he . didn’t ap-f
preciate it RN

“I can 'f Say anymore, but

he’s just not that type of per-
.son,” she sald L

.~ Asked why her husband
{hought he was asked, Mys
|;Baurd responded: “Tha s
$'the $64 questlon, he wants

' know why someone aske ‘

&h ” st T

2‘ namne, of the private security

5‘* aggncy ' for -which her’
‘husband works but said he

f was out of town on business
unrelated to his. allegatxon of .

. the-plot. e

" “I cannot reveal the name

(of the security agency),”

“she said. “That would reveal

i everythmg

i - "The Kentucky Post first

,i .named Baird'as fhie man who

i reported'the alleged plot to

Snyder. i

Mrs. Baird said she'had
idea how her husband wqx\
ho

jdentified as the man w
l\hade the allegation ‘but that
she was glad it is out in the
opt now. o
‘m not upset » she said.
X “It hadto come out sooner or
i later. Somebody leaked 1t
# out.” .
. «- She said her husband “has ’
d defmltely told me he was the
% one’”” who made the
+ statements about the alleged
. plot. -
. Snyder .said earlier this"
‘ week he had met the man
i “face to face” and was
< convinced he was_ 'a’
“ “rational” man. In fact,
. Snyder said he changed lus
. mind about voting to extend
: financing for the z%I\ouse
Select Committee \xc:fx
\assmatxons solejy -
be use of his conversatwn
; with thé man. ]

& N ’

\"
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™ Snyder said that bafor\ he™

ed with the man, he Bad *

- voted against, continued N
fundmg for the’ committee,

" Louisville Police Chief
t'John Nevin said his =
& *,.department has not received
?x _any official communications “,C
i.from the congressional
commlttee investigating '
\t ng s . assassination. He
i said, he didn’t know Baird
-very well and that" his first
;‘i ‘reaction’ was “that nt was :
x preposterous - s A

ﬁ, 2 Hyde, longhme '
5 Lou:sv:lle police chief now
:; ketired, said he remembers

d as a ‘“‘very fingypolice
N ofﬁ%ég o wasn’ tP raid
oNf man or. b \ast.

= don’t” think " he e v
jahted to be promoted; h .
)ust went along and did his
Yjob,” Hyde said. “It wasn’t :
that ‘he was lax on his job;
sqme, of  them just never“
ivanted to be promoted. .
It’s a surprise to mé that he
even talked. He never had

anybody,’ TRy
.Hyde Xz:ld “he kn WS

: 7_%_5 Lop

w2

1?“1'-

bout the alle red
“*I "hope there isn’t
anything to that. . . ,” Hyde
said. “Whenever Dr. King -
came to Louisville we did
yeverything possible to see’
that he would be safe. I
Always thought even an
catfempt on his hfe would be

sbad for our city.” ‘.
’} The  $500,000 offer
egedly was madé\two or

hbee years before K\

F

g was
)




dea

Al

P

ﬁg‘a letter about the allegatlon ¥

e

kil d accordmg to the
4 ormed source” quoted
,by he Post. £

¢ Wuring the years before
‘his death, King was a
frequent visitor to Louisville.
‘His brother, the Rev. A. D.
E‘Williams King, lived here
;and was active in the civil
'rxghts movement durmg the

em ¥

Jkn Who told him of th
ged plot, said he receiv
late in February. ¥y
. Accordmg to Snyder
‘Baxrd said in the letter that 3
fivhile he -was still. a g
2*pohceman he was  “in-'%
ocently involved in a con- :
plracy to assassmate
Martm Luther King.”
jv- Earlier this week, Snyder

i dxsclosed he had lkpd

a ormer pohcem n, tha
plliceman hadb a ta
wrepording of the alleged offer
#o.'kill -King, and that the
‘officer, named names.
Snyder refused to disclose
.the names, or even what city
.the allegations involved. 1
>, He read the letter, using
+the word “blank” to disguise
* identities. L R
* Snyder said he  had "
1s§rned to the tdpe. that i

1
{

]

“.

a

. thit he heard
detide that the allegation
should be investigated by the
House commitiee.

. “I don’t think that he’s a’
kook,” Snyder said. ‘“I'm not .
in a position to say whether
'he’s telling the truth or not,-
but he does not appear to me

.to be a person other than‘,

W f almost ma\X ible, bu

totally rational.” y
- yder said the.committee
s —= =

._wnth the former pohcemat\
Snyder also quoted the for-

., mer policeman as saying he
" tried to turn over a tape

- recording of the alleged con-
< spiracy conversation to
*»Ray’s attorneys buty % was
i dsked by one mvestlgator
~ ‘lwhere he planned to hide if
i:hi tried to do anything “}lth
g the tape.” | N
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By TIM WYNGAARD and CARL

| < Scripps-Howard Staff Writers

- LOUISVILLE, KY.—They are almost

-all in their 60s fiow, graying and potbel-

lied, leisurely working part-time retire- |

| thient jobs after lifelong police careers.

..« And unt] last ‘week, they must have
felt that their glory days, and the excite-
Tentof police-work, were behind ther,

. Now they have been named as part of
. 1965 plot fo kill the late Martin Luthe;
| KingJr. ,
¥ They maintain they know nothing off

{ the charges leveled against' them byl

ahother former Louisville cop. They won
s der why a man they fecall fondly would
£ Sécretly accuse them to investigators for

;gg House Assassinations Committee.
% But slowly they are finding out that
‘the charges of retired Louisville patrol-

Peny they were part

)

fian Clifton E. Baird—that they offered
him $500,000 to kill King—have caught
-thethr-in the rapidly closing vise of con-!
gressional politics, .

"BAIRD'S ACCUSATIONS, contained
F in a still-secret letter to the House com-
' mittee, are being used by members of the
beleaguered panel as a lever to pry!
amproval for another year's continuation}
fr¢m a reluctant House.

Approval of a new-budget of $2.7 mil

liod is expected tomorrow, following com:.
mittee leaks outlining Baird's charge!
* { and .a 14-page preliminary committe /
* | report claiming riew leads in the murdars
i)f King in 1968 and' President Kennedvhirt
-1963. . - )

. _.One of Baird's-former commanding }

officers recalled Baird warmly, and then

-y exploded when a reporter toid him the

" { contents of the secret letter.

{ TS PREPOSTEROUS," he said of
Baird's claim- that six local lawmen and

three FBI agents planned to kill King dur-

ing a period of open-housing tension here,
"It's so preposterous that it's ridicu-

lous. T just can't believe it. ., He's

wrong," he said.

A second called Baird's charges "silly

and stupid," and offered fo take a lie

detector test.

He added,"If he's accusing me, ‘he's

an out-and-out lar.%

A third, the only one of the four still

on the Louisville police force, also off%

.

to taka lie test and said he intends X

commiittee,

deny the charges under oath to the House |
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i i By o Fan B
u/8/77
TO: . DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (&u-9k&7) (P}

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Louisville airtel to the Bureau datéd 3/30/77.

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are two newspaper
articles from "The Kentucky Messenger” dated 3/306/77, published
at Mayfield, Xentucky, and "The Kentucky Post" dated 3/31/77,
published at Covington, Kentucky, setting forth details con--
cerning recent reported allegation by CLIFTON E. BAIRD, 7813
Edsel Lane, Louisville, ¥entucky, that he had received offer
from FBI Agents and police officers to assassinate MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.

It is noted no information is contained in the files
of the Louisville Division substantiating allegations reported
in the above newspapers.

2 - Bureau (Enc. 2)
- Louisville

INDEX: YES

w(u,/gzﬂ R —
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4/8/77
0 ' DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLT (B4-837) (P}

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Loulsville airtel to the Bupyeau dated 3/30/77.

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are two newspaper
articles frorm "The Xentucky Messenger' dated 3/30/77. published
at Mayficld, Xentucky, and "The Kentucky Post" dated 3/31/77,
published at Covington, Kentucky, setting forth details con-
cerning recent reported allegation by CLIFTON I. DAIRD, 7813
Edsel Lane, Louisville, Xentucky, that he had received offer
from FBI Agents and police officers to assassinate MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.

It is noted no information is contained in the files
of the Louisville Division substantiating allerations reported
in the above newspapers.

2 - Rurgau (Enc. 2)

2 - Louisville

%§¥:L. v/

INDEX: YES NO e
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TO

FROM

OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10
JULY 1973 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

* SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (P) DATE: 4/14/77

- SUPV, EDMUND V, ARMENTO

SUBJECT: MURKIN

5010-110

On 4/14/77, D, MICHAEL GRIFFIN, Special Productions
Unit, External Affairs Division, FBIHQ, advised that all local
press inquiries received re recent allegation by CLIFTON E,
BAIRD that FBI Agents offered BAIRD $500,000 to kill MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR,, should be answered with following statement:

"House Select Committee on Assassinations is in
receipt of all available information concerning this matter.
The Federal Bureau of Investigation is making no comment at
this time."

(2 44-947

1- SA HINO

1- SAC

1- AsSAC

1- Supv. ARMENTO

EVA:gch

(6) ﬂu’l

Jd -9¢7- H 6
£ - EXED.
S s e Al
niR 14 1977

FBI—LOUISVILE

sy (=

/

Buyy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947)(P) 4/14/77
SUPV. EDMUND V., ARMENTO
MURKIN

On 4/14/77, D, MICHAEL GRIFFIN, Special Productions
Unit, External Affairs Division, FBIHQ, advised that all local
press inquiries received re recent allegation by CLIFTON E,
BAIRD that FBI Agents offered BAIRD $500,000 to kill MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., should be answered with following statement:

"House Select Committee on Assasginations is in
receipt of all available information concerning this matter.
The Federal Bureau of Investigation is making no comment at
this time." '

(27 44-947

1~ SA HIXNO

1- SAC

1- ASAC

1- Supv. ARMENTO

EVA:gch
(6) e

Y4 -9¢7 -6

SEARCHED ED.
SERIAUZEDW_;;“__
1 - APKR'14 1077

FBI—LOUISVILLE
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. * BY JIM LBbRLE ' !
J Kentucky Post Washington Bureau § .

WASHINGTON: A retired police-
man's story that FBI agents arld Louisille

Luther King Jr. in 1965 isn't believable
and never was a "hot lead" of the House
Assassinations Committee.

That's what Richard Sprague, one
time chief counsel and staff director of
| the committee, told The Kentucky Post
g[fter a news conference Monday at which
hie explained why he resigned and evalu-
gted the ifformation in the killings of

ing and former President John F.
Kennedy. .

¢

# Clifton E. Baird had told the commit-
tee that while he was a Louisville police-
man he was offered $500,000 to kill the }
civil rights Ieader He named three FBI
agents and six Lo .sville policemén in the |
alleged plot and supplied a tape recording
of what he said was the offer being made.

i Sprauge said, however, "I don't think
itjs believeable. We later developed incon
sistencies in his story," he said, dechmr
t¢name them.

¢ According to Sprague, Baird's story |
was never more than a "minor lead" in
the comumittee's attempt to dotermdae
whether James Earl Ray qctually assys-
sinated King. 4

i "It was not a hot leac -~ 4id Spraguy,

-

‘

police were conspiring to kill Dr. Martin_

{Mount Clipping in Spucc Bclow)

n “tale ‘of [&gﬁs@ @5@?

adding that some committee ﬁ)embexs
used Baird's story to titillate the public
and keep the panel from being disbanded.
About 10 days before the House was
scheduled to vote on whether to keep the
assassinations committee in business,
Rep. M. Gene Snyder, R-Ky., publicized
the middleman role he played in directing -
a letter from Baird __ who he has never
identified . to the committee. ‘
And the day of the vote, Snyder read
the letter on the House floor, deleting all
- names, and said it raised enough unan-
swered questions that he would support
the committee. He had voted agamst it in
_the past.
At no time did Snyder say whether he
beljeved Baird's story.

Despite denials from the FBI .and

iLouisville pohm Baird's story git magn-
wide .witention and was credited wizd
ofher "hot leads” in tipping the balance'in
‘n skeptical House to keep the probcs
salwc 5
Sprague said Monday enough new
|mformatmn has come to light to mandate
‘a thorough investigation but he 'said it
should be taken out of the hands of Con-
Igﬂesg and given to a special prosccator
sppmntcd by the Fresident. p b

l

D
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¥ i ‘. 3 -
.. invesi‘;?tion of any crime much lesss
He called the House of Representa- these crimes of murder.’ K
tifles a "political animal” and «aid most Sprague resigned March 29, the night
committee inembers were congtantly before-the House vote on the panel. He
ptishing for public hearings, something had been engaged in a battle with Rep.
6% the media, sorething to titillate the Henry Gonzalez, D-Tex., who resigned
public." - : % after the rest of the committee would not
" . He said such piessure ntotally V. back up his firing of Sprague. '
impedes the search for the truth. You ' Sprague said fhe most promising
hhve to be left alone to do  proper job of ® information into the King murder is con
alvestigating crime," he said, iand Con- ing from Ray, who has been interview
gress is not the proper agency, the proper  twice in prison near Memphis, wher€ hi2
E anch of governement to conduct an Is serving a 99 year term. R
met, e el L a3

. -y ..‘ Tear A 8w Ex Lo
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;. By BOX HILL E
ey ‘Loutsville Timils Staff Writer
2 There slill s a Louisville connection
:in the invesligation of the assassination
0f Dr. Marlin Luther King Jr., but the
<extent of the city’s involvement ‘hasn't
} been determined. :
" The connection hecame national news
;rpcently after U.'S. Rep. Gene Snyder
i Tevealed that a former Louisville police-
. man had told him that unidentified po- .
" lice officers and FBI agents had offered
» him $500,000 {o kill King.’ S
. > Snyder, whose district includes subur- -
ban Jefferson County, informed the con-
! gressional commitlee that has. been in-
vestigating the slayings of King and ,
! President John F. Kennedy. o
i* The commillee, whose time authoriza;
“ifon was extended by the House lash
.week, apparently will study the Louisi
s¥ille angle in King's death and deter-
mihe whether it deserves a full-scale in
' yestigation. A spokesman said it is poss:
ble| that some members of the commit-
teélwill come to Louisville. .
- Louisville, Police Chief John Nevin
said he has not begun a local investiga-
tion because “we don’t intend to do any-
thing to cross paths on a federal investi-
gation.” ’ .o
. “If we get some official information
we will go (investigate),” Nevin said,
“Now the feds are on it, and we will}
leave it up to them.” '

A spokesman for the FBI office in

Louisville said, “We know of no basis”
for ihe allegations thai the IBI was in-
Volved in a conspiracy. N
-~ The spokesman said the FBI has not
talked with Clifton Baird, 50, the former
Louisville policeman who told Snyder.\én
. Fepruary of being'offered money to kxl\i
Kig in the laie 1960s. (King was sho
to agath in Memphis in 1968.) \
" Stiyder has not admitted that Baird
was the man he talked with, but Baird’s |
wife, Mary, has confirmed the conversa- !
tion. The Bairds have been unavailable
for comment since then and apparently,
are irying to avoid ahy contact with lo-
‘cal and national news media. :

U. S. Ally. George Long said he has
told the U. S. Justice Department about
the allegations. No decision has heen
made about a department investigation
of the Louisville episode.

* * mhe House voled last “week, 230-181,
10 lextend the authovization for the as-
“éadsinalions committee twe years. At
onf time there were indications that the
House might terminate the commitjee
and drop the investigalions.

H
|

(Mount Clippina in Snnra Ral- 3

7 et o . W e ar».g', -
"House parel may orole city link
g's slaying

. ) '

q
5, - P
- Snyder had voled against an exténsign
.(f the committec's budget last year, Fut
joted in favor of extending the comu Elt
{ % {xllllasl week’s vote, h
. Bill,Tanner, a Snyder aide, said Fri-
day thal ‘Snyder had changed his vote'
primarily lgccause of the information the
fornmx'"pthen;an had disclosed.
sgAccording 16 the Associated Press, the
ﬂ}s'assinahox_ls commitlee ‘has iater-
Ch.?;;\“nm | twice. However, SBurt
yrdak, publicrelations spokesm 1y
g:g _cox.nmxttee,(\‘said ¥riday he d?crll rﬁlt.
iuk that the {information supplied by
stonxy(éﬁz ftgg Batn'd was a major reason LOUISVILLE’ KY
. R oting to ex i
’ o vo g ’xt‘end the life of the
- . While not naming Bajrd, Snvd
i ) er h
said’ the former policeman i:rho a?as- —
%)ﬁ'gach(ﬁc_l him “was not a kook” and that
biﬁzeg.”lcelnan was “a 1eg1§1mate—type ]
- cnyder said the man claimed that
least six Dbolice officers and severa{a%‘]?It
?g.cnts were involved in the plot. S yder
:axd he listened to a copy of the \ape
:ecordmg ihe man said he had mad\ of
he offer. Snyder said ‘that while mbich
{{ the tape was inaudible, he heard some |

ndicate page, name of
.ewspaper, city and state.)
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ilong with a letter in which the 'S
df the;j policemen and FBI agents aeg,
edly ifjvolved were listed. %
In &n interview with The Kentucky
Post, Mrs. Baird confirmed that her hus-
band iold Snyder of the plot because he
wanted to know why someone had asked
him to kill King. She said the alleged
offer had been bothering him. )

. b - -
Liveér l'{o the assassinations com(‘;,
1

A spokesman for Snyder’s office said

Baird had fo wait almost 10 years to tell
his story “because no one would listen
to him.” Snyder had said that one of

King’s altorneys was told of the story

years ago but dismissed it as untrue.
‘Baird retired from the Louisville Po-
lice in 1975 after 27 years of service.
His wife said he now works for a pri-
vate security firm. )
James Earl Ray, who is serving a 99-
year, séntence for slay;lng King, recently
said| that he ‘believed King’s murder wa;is_
bary of a conspiracy, but he' did ndt
knojy who was involved, . 1}
During the years before his death,
King was 4 frequent visitor to Louis-
ville. His brother, the late Rev. A. D,

Williams King, lived here and was ac-.

tive in open-housing and other civil
Tights movements during * the 1960s.
King himself als - was active in the Lou-

‘isville open-housing movement.

Aubrey Williams, president. of the.
Louisville branch of the National Associ-
ation for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP), said Friday that
while he could not comment on the Sny-
der-Baird story, many blacks ai\vays
have, felt King's death was part &f a
conspiracy. .

. Willlams 'said he felt the assassina-
tions .c\s\r‘rgmittee could best handle the
investigifion because it had the finances
to do'it right. . o o

i
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YLOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) —
The FBI has tried to interview
Rep. Gene Snyder, R-Ky., and
the former policeman who told
the congressman about an al-
leged plot to- assassinate Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

But Snyder says he declined
to talk to the federal agents, as
did Clifton Baird, 50, the man

_ identified as the informant who
told Snyder of the alleged plot.

Snyder disclosed several
weeks ago that a retired police-
man had told him of a plot to kill
King that allegedly involved
sereral FBI agents and six
pol ce officers.

Shyder has refused to 1dentxfy
thelinformant. But a Louisville
woman, Mary Baird, 44, con-
firmed published reports that
the informant was her husband.
Neither has been available for
comment for two weeks,

The Justice Department saxd
the man refused to be mter—
viewed, and Snyder said he !
didn’¢ b]ame him,

Snyder said the man told him
he was offered $500,000 to as-
sagsinate the late civil rights
leader. King was killed in
Memphis, Tenn,, in 1968 and
James Earl Ray is serving 99
years in prison for the slaying.

Snyder said Monday he has
“no idea what they wanted to
tall”” to Baird about but that “I
_suspect they want to know who
he put the finger on.”

Snyder said the informant, in
a letter mailed to the congress-

an alleged conversatlon in
which the alleged conspiracy
was mentioned, had bheen
turned over to the House Selcct
Committee on Assassinations.
Snyder said he thinks the FBI
wants him to turn over the
names listed in the letter by
Baird,
“He names names that are
supposed to be FBI agents, and
-1 cannot see where this would
serve the proper purpose at this
point in time...” Snyder said. “I
told the people (in his officé) to
tell the FBI they could go ta

the comrm‘tteez I don’t have/ any

'

man in February, named sev-.

eral alleged FBI agents and at
least six “prominent’” members
of a police department. Baird
retired from the Louisville Po-
lice Department after 27 years
servjce and currently, accord-
ing to his wife, is working as a
sgcurity guard

nyder said he had noting to

say to the FBI because the let-
ter Yo him from the mformx\pt
along with a tape recording of

$nyder Not Talking To FBI Agents—

mformatlon- the committee

doesn’t have, so why talk to-

mef))’

Burt Chardak, press offxcer
for the assassinations com-
mittee, said in a telephone in-
terview that the charges made
by Snyder’s informant are
‘‘being taken seriously...and
they will be investigated.” .

He said the committee dis-
regards many frivelous leads
but that the allegations of the

former police officer don’t fall

into. that. category.
“We investigate all seri{us
leads,” Chardak said.

(
v
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MH¥an Claimin

x\'e

‘- ?
- says the .- Houde
! assdssinations committee

LOUISVILLL Ky. @)
ep. Gene Sryder, RKil¢

i

. has “interrogated” for a -

| second time a man who

.claims knowledge of an”

_alleged plot by Louisville
f police and FBI agents to

‘assassinate Dr. Martin

: " Luther King Jr.

i Committee investigators
-questioned the man “in the

past day or two” for nearly

‘three hours, the-

nyder said he wal told
" b

{
t congressman said Tugsday.
l

;%commlttee investi x\tors

§ thigt the man “didn’t byeak *

i;do n’’ during the in-
. terrogation and “they are
;- taking the report seriously
 — that's what they tell
me.”

Since he first dlsclosed'

two weeks ago that he had
been approached by the
_ retired police officer,
. Snyder has refused to
identify him.

However, Mary Baird, 44,
cf Louisville, confirmed
that it was her husbayd,

Clifton Baird, 50, who tdld
. St¥yder of the alleged pld.

She confirmed it was her
hisband after The Ken-
tudky Post, quoting un-
nathed sources, identified
_him? ‘

Mrs. Baxrd has refused to
talk to reporters for a week.
Baird himself has been
unavailable for comment.
Snyder has refused to
confirm the Louisville
police department was the
one named by Baird.
However, Snyder quoted a
letter from the man as
saying the allegations in-
volved a police departrzent
from which he retined

veral years ago. Band
\\‘ed from the Louisville
Police Department in 1975
aftel 27 vears service.

.. -‘

g%(nw&edge @f §(mg/ Eot Ques&a@ﬁad

- hentacs
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rominent members” of
the police " department
implicated by Baird weré
named in the allegation.

.. %] determined in My

. mind that he was not a kook

*and that he was 2

legitimate _type citizen,”

i Snyder said. 1 have talked

_to some member of the

v

{ efmmittee.and sothe of the

gsthff people wllo have!

der said ‘‘severgl .

Italked to him in‘the past

ddy or two.”

~ He said he has no idea

?Whei'e Baird is or whether

“lie has been told not to talk

i
wwith reporters. - %

B U. 8 Atty. George Long

‘has ~ told. the Justice
Department about the
allegations, but no federal

investigation has been .
ordered. . TSI

* Snyder said e was
tonfactedin late FY ¥

| brurar,
‘by'a man whe cia%med thalt |
at Jeast six polic officers

‘and several FBI agents
wereinvolved in the alleged
plot. Snyder said he lis- .
fened to a copy of a tape ‘
recording the man said he
made when he allegedly
was offered $500,000 while
sitting in a car to kill the
late Dr. King.

King was assassinated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968,
and James Earl Ray is
serving 99 years in.prison

7. &
P

1
<

3
¢
i

}

* Shyder said a Jefter from’

for fhe murder. Z

Ahyt man along wi the taps
fecording are in the hands
' of the committee.

«jt was pretty much in-
audible,” Snyder said of the
¢opy of the tape he heard.
“] heard some talk about

. King and money, enough to
make me think that it needs
to be looked into, that’s
all.”

nyder was against

ektending financing for the ©

Touse Select Committee on /

.ssassinations hefore the!

mantold him of the alleged!

plot. But the ‘congressman
says he has changed his
mind and wants the com-
miltee funded for two morg
yedvs.

)

)

g ' A iy
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"Snyder of the alleged plot
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know why someone asked
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e

hering hig\.” \:

er. She said it ha been
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" published reports that the
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 "LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) —
;The FBI has tried to in-
‘terview Rep. Gene Snyder,
R-Ky., and the former
;policeman-who told the
‘congressman about an al-
leged plot to assassinate Dr.
* Martin Luther King Jr.

1, But " Snyder says ' he
i deglined to talk to the federal
- agints, as did Clifton Baird,
%50,!the man identifiéd as the
"infjjrmant who told Snyder of -
! the alleged plot. R
\ <‘Snyder disclosed several
“Weeks ago that a retired .
policeman had told him of a
plot to "kill ‘King that
allegedly involved. several
FBI agents and six police

‘identify the informant. But a
Louisville woman, Mary
44, confirmed

informant was-her husband,
Neither has been available

. for comment for two weeks,

" The Justice Department

- said the man refused to be .

he did))’t blame him,

interviewed, ahd Snyder said
,Snydﬁr said the man told

Una

b

n
> .t 3". rl
3

i 4

' V‘
ST

T

[T SR R}

T e R R s

In Assa

"fhv,'-i: Aoty ., s
him he was offered $500,000
to  assassinate the late civil .
rights. leader. King was

illed in Memphis, Tenn,, in
1968 and James Ear] Ray is
serving 99 years in prison for '
the slaying, . 2
. Snyder- said Monday he’
has “no idea what they
wanted to talk’” to Baird
about but that .1 suspect
they want to know who he put
the finger on.” -4

1 ‘:

:

)
0

Ry

e

" 7 Snyder said the informant,

in a letter mailed to the
congressman in February,

"named several dlleged FBI

agents ‘and at least six
“prominent” members of a
police department. Baird

" relired from the Louisville

Police Department after 27

' years service and currently,

~

according to his wife, is
working as a security guard.

Snyder said he had nothing
tosay to the FBI because the
letter to him from the in-
formant, along with a tape
recording of -an alleged
conversation in which the
aliil\ ed conspiracy was

" mertioned, had been turned

ovel _) to the House Select
PR | . ma o«

ss

N ?m"wu
Interview”

RN %

te

3

”
e T,

X

oy 3L W

Committee

Assassinations. ~ - Vs
FBI wants him to turn over

" the names listed in the letter

by Baird. . .

" supposed to be FBI agents,
and I cannot see where this
would serve the
purpose at this point in time.
: -’ Snyder said. “[ told (he
people (in his -office) to _Fll
the FBI they could go talkito
the committee. I don’t ha e

‘mittee doesn’t have
talk.to me?”. " .,
e J««é&?&‘a»’b 5
Burt Chardak, press of.’
ficer for the assassinations
committee,” said in a
telephone interview that the-

so why'

A

inations

SR asy

)
43
3

‘Snyder said he thinks the .

LI TRy
PR I3 34

a7 “““He names names that are -

proper -

any information the com- -

N

“charges made by Snyder’s -
informant are “being -taken -

seriously. . . and they will be
investigated.”’ g
Hesaid the conimittee dis-
. regards many frivolous

I

leads but that the allegations ]

of the foriner police officer
don’t. fall into-that category.
- “We investigate all seriotis

legds,”_,Chardal&sgid. el
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& " ByBILL HENDRICK ‘Neither has been available for - Louisville Police’ Department .
{7+ :Associated Press Writer -comment for two weeks. after 27 years sefvice and cur-
i LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) —  The Justice Department said rently, according to his wife, i3

*The FBI has tried to interview the man- refused to be inter- WOrking asa security guard.
#Rep. Gene Snyder, R-Ky., and viewed, and Snyder said he Snyder said he had nothing to-
: the}former policeman who told  didn’t blame him. -+ .say to the FBI because the let- .
%fhd| congressman about an Snyder said the man told him ter to him from the informant,
“alliged plot to assassinate Dr. he was offered $500,000 to along with a tape recording of -
%, Mdrtin Luther King Jr. - assassinate the late civil rights 0 alleged conversation In.
‘i iBut Snyder says he declined . leader. King was killed in Mem. Which the alleged conspijacy
4o talk to the federal agents, as -phis; Tenn., in 1968 and James Was mentioned, had been

«di¢ Clifton Baird, 50, the man Earl Ray is serving 99 years in 4 _over to the House Sgect -
identified as the informant who prison for the slaying. . Committee on'Assassinations.
i, told Snyder of the alleged plot.  *Snyder caid Monday he has _ Snyder said he thinks the FBI
<% Snyder disclosed several ‘no idea what they wanted to wants' him to, turn over the
%.weeks ago that a retired talk” to Baird about but that I . names listed in the letter\by .

i L policeman had told him of aplot  suspect they wantto_know who | B?}?d- N A I
i to kill Kirig that allegedly in- he put the fingeron.”* -~ - 7 7% He names names that are

£, volved several FBI agents and Snyder said the informant, in supposed to bé FBI agents, and

“six police officers. " .:a letter mailed to the con- I cannot see where this would .

*+ Snyder hés refused to identify gressman in February, named Serve the proper purpose at this
{he informant. But a Louisville several alleged FBI agents and R"’“‘t intime.... ,S“_Yfief, said.
wonihn, Mary Baird, 44, con- at least six “promifent”’ I told the people (in'his office)
firmbd published reports that members of a police bpart- - 10 tell the FBI they could go talk

o . 3 3 !

the jhformant was her husband. ment. Baird retired from the fo the committee. I don’t have
B e e el e ) - X any information the committee
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%’,—sfor' the assassinations commit-
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Date: 6/16/77

Transmit the following in

{T'ype in plaintext or ccde)

AIRTEL -

(Precedence)

TO: SAC, LOUISVILLE
FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (44~695) QUC~

MURKIN

Enclosed to Louisville is original and one copy
of self-explanatory letter received 6/15/77 by SANDY WEBB,

Assignment Editor, WATE, Channel & TV, NBC, Knoxville, .
Tenn. ﬁﬁ&\

WEBB }ﬁéﬁcated this letter was mailed from

farshes Siding/which is lccated in McCreary County, Ky.,
west of Wl1lL&meq5g, Ky. He further stated the name
DAVID R. ELVIN IDRIN is unknown at Channel 6.

Above submltued to Louisville for any action they

may desire. .
W i}% > o
S Vgl A\ L X
Yl

(é:;DLouisville {Enc. Zfﬁ/

2 ~ RKnoxville

HAM/k3i
(4)

, M%W
Approved: L.a-g' !m’ Sent W

Special'Agent in Charge

GPO 1 147% O - 50n.89%
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Date: 6/16/77

Transmit the following in - - -
. (Type in plaintext or codel

AIRTEL -

(Precedence)

TO: SAC, LOUISVILLE
FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (44—696)«0(.

MURKIN

Enclosed to Louisville is original and one copy
of self-explanatory letter received 6/15/77 by SANDY WEBB,
Assignment Editor, WATE, Channel 6 TV, NBC, Knoxville, .
Tenn.

WEBB indicated this letter was mailed from
Marshes Siding which is located in McCreary County, Xy.,
west of Williamsburg, Ky. He further stated the name
DAVID R. ELVINDRIN is unknown at Channel 6.

Above submitted to Louisville for any action tHey
may desire.

! L
//ng; ILouisville (Enc. 2
2 - Knoxville

HAM/KJ 3
(4)

Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge
‘ GPO : 1975 O ~ 560-992
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