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6/21/77

AIRTEL

TOs SAC, LOUISVILILE
FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (44-6%6) (RUC)

MURKIN

Re Knoxville airtel to Louicville dated 6/16/77.
Enclosed is envelope in vhich letter described in

referenced airtel was enclosed. This is being supplied to
Louigville for their investigative assicstance in this matter.

, “)o ) /7 /
ST -7

@-— touisville (Enc.. 1) _ﬁé?/w' ,(7’"""/)
1 -~ Xnoxville i,
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AIRTEL S
\
- 6/27/77
T0:  DIRECTOR, FBT. (44~38861)
FROM:  SAC, LOVISVILLE (44<947) (P)

A6/21/77..

SUBJECT: MURKIN }

Re xn'oxvm‘g airtels to Louisville dated 6/16/77 and

For infornaeion ef Burdau and H:mphis. xeferenced o
communications reflect that on 6/15/77, SAHDY WEBB, Assignment

. Bditor, WATE-TV (WBC), Fnoxville, Tennesses, received a letter,

contents of which are herainafter set forth verbatim, addressed .
to "WATE, DAVID R. ELVINDRIN,- chnnnul 6, BBC TV, Knoxville,

- Tennessee.” Said letter is postmarked "Marshes Siding 42631*

on June 13, 1977. DAVID R. ELVINDRIN is unknown at WATE~TV,

'-Knoxville. Tennessee. and Louinvilla 1ndicen xeqardinq ELVINDRIR

negative.

Fellowing. 1s verhatim transcript of above described
lettcr which vas nnsigned' R _ , )

”Daar 81::

‘ "Juat a few lines to say I am sorry but Mr Ray-

did not kill Dr, Ring. I was down at Xnoxville and

overheard 2 Kubin (Cuban) say he did kill br. King.

He was drink and tell a woman the story and said he

hope _ Xing was kiii“ 8o he could not tell anyone the

truth. He want__ to go back to Kubie and get away from

thir so. I don't baelieve Ray did kill anyone. If you o

had listen _ at Ray you would know the truth and take o a
_.2ll to heart and see. I am a black man and hope you

lsason (listen) to the fact.- So long think you very

wuch. * N - .>4.»1 L _ 9495 597457 .€%;Z;7

| 2 ~ Bureau SR I Searcheg
‘1 - Knoxville (44-696) PN . ' Serjali )
’ ~ Memphis : " o ) '

- Louisville . S
A : A,
‘7)/83l | » ‘ 4\ g
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LS 44-947

Although above described letter is ambiguous and lacking
in specifics, Iouisville believes some effort should be made to
identify the writer and thereafter interview him concerning any
specific information he might possess, UACH.

LEAD:
LODISVILLE DIVISION:

AT MARSHES SIDING (MC CREARY COUNTY), XKENTUCKY:

Attempt to identify author of above anonymous letter,
noting author claims to be "black man®, thereafter interviewing
him to ascertain specifics of allegation.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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AIRTEL
6/271/77
T DIRECTOR, PBY {44-38861)
FROM: SMC, ILOUISVIILE (44-347) (P}

SUBJECT: MURRIZ

Re Xnoxville airtels to loulsville Jdated 6/16/77 and
6/21/77. |

: Por information of Bureau and Memphis, referenced
communications reflect that on 6/15/77, SAUDY WEBB, Assignrent
Bditor, WATD-TV (#BC), Enoxville, Tennessee, received a letter,
contents of which are hereivafter set forth verbatim, addressed
to "WATE, DAVID R. ELYINDRIN, Channel 6, NBC TV, Xnoxville,
Tennessee.” Sald letter is postmarked "Hawshes Siding 42631"
on Juge 13, 1977, DAVID R. ELVINDRIN iz unknown at WATE-TV,
Kucxgille, Tennessee, and Louisville indices regarding ELVINDRIY
negatiive.s

Following is verbatim transcript of above described
letter which was unsigned:

"Dear Sir:

*Just a few iines to say I am sorry but My Ray
did not kill bDr. Ring. Y was down at Fnoxville and
overheard a Kubin (Cobag) say he did kill Dr. Xing.
He was drink and tell a woman the story and sald he
hopa  Xing was kill  so he could not tell anyone the
truth. ¥e wapt o go back to Kubie and get away from
thir so I don't belleve Ray 4id kil anyone« If you
had listen _ at Ray you womld know the truth and tske
a1l to heart and see, I am a black man and hope you
leason {listen) to the fact. So long think you very

much,*
‘ s By | (S -
2 - Bureau Lt T {7 s
1 ~ Knoxville (44-696) | o
2.~ Hemphis 7 e
(2)= Louisville L ~;.,(«¢‘Tf —
Va/sos A ) ( N Y

(7} }'ﬁ//_z, jﬁ‘\; &g%* ¥3&.g6;‘5,»7 R PR
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LS 44-947

Although above described letter is ambiguous and lacking
in specifics, ITouisville believes some effort should be made to
identify the writer and thereafter interview him concerning any
spacific information he might possess, UACH.

LEAD:
IOBISVILLE DIVISION:

AT MARSHES SIDING (1IC CREARY COUNTY), KENTUCKY:

: Attempt to identify author of above anonymous letter,
noting author claims to be "black man”, thereafter interviewing
him to ascertain specifics of allegation.
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Three Louisville policemer|
m%tlf}’—about allegédﬁg

p"hft to murder Kz

"= volved 1n. preparations ?o The Hew ihay-1

By ED. 'RYAN’”‘
Courier-Journil staff Writer

 WASHINGTON ~~ At least three Lofjis- 1"
il ‘policemen — two refired and ne
actie — have been: ‘subpoenaed- to 1€ fy )
before a congressronal commniittee abouti

Luther King Jr.

The-Courier-Journal learned yesterday
that those subpoenaed to -appear né xt‘
‘Wednesday before the House. Select Com-|
mittee on Assassinations are:

v ‘Lt. Brent Hardin; an-active: membp
.of-the Frfaternal Order of Police (FOP) "
'who has been mentioned as a possibie
‘new police chief in mayor-elect leliam
‘Stansbury’s administration.

-+ Lt Col. Priest Fry, chief of detec-
‘tives.of the Louisville Police Deparfmént.
‘from 1958 until 1970, when he fétired.

v Capt. Robert Gregory Jr., ,,also a-for-
.mer-chief ‘of defectives. He was head of
the départment’s traffic buréau when he
retired in 1971,

There were réports that other police-
men and former Louisville-area FBI
agents have 'been subpoenaéd by the
committee, but the reports .couldn’t be
cogfirmed.

spgligsman for the congressio
comhmiitee, Wwhich ‘is: probing the a8 ffr
najions of President John F..Kenn dy
ani ng, ‘wouldn’t commerit on the'mat: |
| ter. Most committee sessions have been

closed to the public.

However,.three other-sources told Th é
Courier:Journal that the Lofisvillians had iy
been ordered to- testify. li

i Hardin, reached on duty in Louisvxlle, [

1al

an.alleged plot to murdér the’ late Martin | |

§ or’s inauguration Dec. 1 ‘

Fry and Gregory couldn’t be reachgd '
for ilimediate  comment.
‘Takt March, Rep. Gene ‘Snydeér, R4l
Distyfct, said he had turned ovér to {[je
committee an allegation that
agents:and. Iocal pohcemen ploited*to klllf

{King.befo before the time: the civil rights lead-
l’er was Shot 16t 10-death in Mémphis, Tenn., }

1968, g
‘pnyder,.on a teletnsxon -flews show,
i he| had received a detter in Februy
fr¢m: a foriner pohceman who- claithe
he ‘was . twice offered . $500 000 to. Kill}

King.

The congressman said the létter cou-g
-tained:the names of thiee FBI- agents and; i
several policemén who weremllegedly in-
volved in the plot. ‘

Snyder would not Téveal the name of;
his informant, but:néw reports later iden-1
titied the policeman as Glifton, E. Baitd of;
Fern Creek, :a Louisville patrolinan wnof
rétired in 1975.

It couldpt be detérmined wnether
Bqird ‘has also been subpoenaed by the'
congressional committee, However, Say--
der’Ras said thiat his informant-either ap-,
' peared before the committee or was in-
terrogatéd by the committee’s staff.

Richard A. Sprague, the former chiet’
‘counsel for thé assassinations committeé,,
! confirmed 1ast spring' that the Ietter to)
Snyder had-béen réferred to the cor xt-*
k¢ nd was undef investigation. 1

_Shyder, reached in his Eouisville ¢ fice:

rday, would only say, “I undeérsfand’
thafl hearings will bé Heid. Hext week Yhat
involve Louisvillé people o :

| confifmed he fiad béen subpoenaed;
Hardin, 2 member.of the Louisville po-l}
lice force for the past 29 years, vehe- |
mently deniéd.that hie knew or had'heard !
anythmg about an alleged plot “to kil ;
King. i

o ms is the damndest thing vet
heaid;” said Hardin, who. now works [t .a
1poh e tow-in Iot, “I never dreamg I\du

| eve! be involved in anything like th
{ Hirdin was.a:stfong:supporter of stans-
ibury for mayor and _Teportedly is in-
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Eﬂmgwﬁe group quiet ;.

on pmh@ of

By ED RYAN

Courier-Journal Statf Writer
WASHINGTON — Little public light

was shed on an alleged plot involving -

Louisville law enforcement officers to
kill the late Martin Luther King Jr., as
the House Assassinations Committee end-
ed a two-day hearing on the matter yes-
Ierday.

Eight past and present Louisville po-
,hcemen and Louisville-area FBI agents
testified at the closed-door sessions.

But they were requested by the com-
mittee not to talk to the press afterward,
and they didn't.

Subpoenaed by tne committee and fes-
tifying were:

v~ Clifton E. Bairdg, a retired Louisville

Police Department patrolman who appar-
ently wrote Rep. Gene Snyder, R-4th Dis-
frict, alleging he was offered $500,000 on
two occassions to kill King. (The civil
nghts leader was assassinated in Mem-
phis, Tenn., in 1968. James Earl Ray was
convicted of the murder.)

Snyder sent Baird’s letter to the com-
mittee, which is investigating both the
King murder and President John F. Ken-

-Tledy’s assassination.

- Ollie Blair, a former Louisville po-
liteman who worked with Baird.

=34 James Bibb, a former police Jjeu-
Jtendnt and 10th Ward Louisville alger-
cinatl. Baird and Blair are believed to

'jlav served under Bibb’s command.:

< «.¥ Lt Col. Priest Fry, a retired chxef ot
*aetectwes

L e e fkh(wh‘kﬂ

C"PY SENT BUREAU_.2/e/77

i

King &saﬁl |

v Capt. Robert Gregory Jr., also a re-
tired chief of detectives.

v Brent Hardin, who was just promot-
ed to lieutenant colonel in the city police
depariment.

v Charles Duncan, a former FBI
agent in the Louisville office who is now
assigned to St. Louis.

v Bob Peters, a retired Louisville FBI
agent who now works for a Louisville de-
partment store.

P

1
There was no indication yesterday that
the congressional investigation concern-
ing the Louxsvule allegatxons will co:,tm-
ue. . . - a

P
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,FafmgrAi@é@rm& Biblb
says he thinksKing ‘plet’
cwé@ h@vm@@ﬁ a prark

By BERL SCHWARTZ
B Lovuisville Times Statf Writer
‘EVASHINGTON — Former Louisville
Aljderman James Bibb said in an inter-
vi{w today that he thinks the alleged plot
to assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
which involved a number of former and
present Louisville policemen, may have
started as nothing more than a prank.

Bibb, a retired Louisville police lieu-
tenant, is one of eight witnesses subpoe-
‘naed to appear before the Xing subcom-
mittee of the House Select Commitiee on
Assassinations. The subcommittee is in-
vestigating the 1968 murder of Xing in
Memphis, Tenn., for which James Earl
Ray was convicted.

Bibb said that from piecing together
information while he has waited to testify
before the subcommittee, he has learhed
that “one or two people might have been
involved in a prank” that led to the
-investigation.

The subcommittee began investigating
after U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, Kentucky
Republican whose 4th District includes
much of suburban Jefferson County, re-
portedly testified that a constituent, Ciif-
1toni E. Baird, had written him a letter
alleging that Baird had been offered
$51)0,000 on two occasions to kill King.
Balrd is a retired Louisville police officer
whb served while Bibb was in office.

Bibb said he does not believe that

fnore than one or two of the eight wit-

nesses called to testify know anyth ng .

about the alleged plot.

And he said that from what.he has
gathered, he thinks all that the one ‘or
two witnesses know is that the whole
affair began as some kind of prank,

either on Baird or another officer in.

1967.

“One .or two people might have been
involved in a prank that involved giving
some kind of an offer of $500,000” to kill
King, Bibb said.

“When you're a police officer, you
hear that kind of stuff and you screen it
out,” he said.-

As the hearing entered its second day
today, officials and witnesses coniinued
to keep a tight lid on the proceedings,
with commitiee members declining com-
ment and witnesses still under orders not
to talk. Bibb said he expected to be told
not to talk after he testified.

The subcommittee subpoenaed five for-
mer Louisville police officers, one active-
duty officer and two former Louisville
FBI agents. Only two witnesses, Baird
and William Duncan, were called yest;zr-
day, even though the proceedings wure
scheduled to last just one day.

Duncan and Bob Peters were identif: ed
as the former Louisville FBI agents
called before the committee. Peters said
he has retired from the FBI and works

for Ayr-Way Stores in Louisville. He said

Duncan is assigned to the FBI office in
St} Louis. .

fie other witnesses were identified. as

ollie Blair, a former Louisville police.

officer who worked with Baird; Lt. Col.
Priest Fry, the retired chief of detectives;
Capt. Robert Gregory Jr., also a retired
chief of detectives, and Lt. Brent Hardin.

£opY SENT BUREAU _s22/27
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alleged Kirig
plot withhe‘ld-'l

By BERL SCHWARTZ

- Loulsville Tlm”'S""'\!ﬁ“_l’ . .
» ,WASHINGTOI&{ <~ The House Seleét
‘Committee- on Assassinations' will.not re-
yeal ‘until next fall the results of the

Rl B 1 st

£

“%38

on: an alleged plot to. assassinate. bjack:
Iq@qer‘nr..Marﬁn'Euther King Jr., report-
edly involving a number of past and)
present Louisville police officers;

<:G. Robert Blakey,.chief counsel for the!
committee, declinéd to commeént on-any

'yesterday.

comment on either procedura) or
tantive aspects of the investigation,

Hlakey said the results of this week’s
aring will be ‘part of a report on' the;
P cdmin ittee’s.overall activities to be. made,
Dublic next: September., The-committes:is

obe results |

closed- two-day hearing it Just completed |

aspect of the hearing, which concluded:

. Blakey said committee rules precjude’ ;

ﬁhf”" B torme o Tt Al WHo  Hame
FBI agenfs and several policemen.
ged fo b2 involved in the plot.
i ii_err?sx_l,nfomgnt‘ was later identi
Clifton” E, Baird, a refired Louisville:
[Doliceman. Baird reportedly has aliebq:
‘e was offered $500,000 o two occasions.
0. kill King, .
. .:Bgird:app;éa;eg before the subcommit-
tee Wednesday. He said before his test.
vmany that'he-would make a- pubfic ‘state-

ment afterward, Byt when he emerged;’
i hé was instructed in front of reporfers:
 BOLLG discuiss the proceedingsbecause his
“might be-called back. Baird left Wastiing-
-ton” without making a statement,

Former Louisviile Alderman  James.

Bibb, a retited Louisviile Dpolice lieuten-

ant under whom Baird had served, said'
-iman interview bef ore-histestimony that

he had gatliered from listening to ot
. withesses that the.alleged. plot may have

‘been notking othér than.a -bad joke op a

- Louisville' policé officer, .

. _Another witness, Bob-Peters,, a retired

. BBl agent who ‘had, heeh-assigned to tfle.
uisville -office; said-he was.dsked: difr-

3 &the:hegﬂ@gqit‘h@kﬂewg,nytﬁ!ng\a ofit

' € possibility that fhe alleged plot was¥a .

nk.. : N

e said he testified he-knew notfing at
All:about it. “J; - Was said (as.a joke,) it

,,ifgqui;ed.to report to‘the-House by Jan, 3,
1979,

- The committee was created. this. year
0: investigate the 1863 murder of Presi.
dent John ¥, Keniedy in Dallas:and the:
1968 assassination of King in ‘Memphis,

Tenn

: Jam&s-Earl'Ray«hasbeeg ‘convicted of
-King's murder,

- . Blakeysspecifically would-not comment:
on a-Suggestion by two Louisville wit-
nessés that the alleged Plot may have
bgen 'no_tﬁiqg more than a prank DPlayed.
‘00 a Louisville police officer.

The committeé’s King ‘subcpx‘;zmitpgei
called .the hearings after-U.S. Rep: Gene:
Snyder, a. ‘Kentucky Republican Whose'
fthy District includes ‘much of subugban |
Jdefferson: County, reported that a

infqrmant had tola hiini-of a- plot iniv.
ing FBI agents and. Louisville: police 1t
CETS to Kill:

- was. sick humor,” he said he told the
Subcommittee, .

Lt. Col..Brent Hardin decifned to com-
ment on his appearance except to say,
- ““Theonly thing I can tell you is I didn’t
have anytiing-to do with any plot, I-have

- ¢hdd) nothing to.do with the:assassination .
1 anyone.”

', “The s_ixbcomnut,teé heard from Baird
-and William Duncan, an FBI agent for-
erly assigned. to.Louisville, on Wednes-

day, It spent all yesterday morhing with: |
QOliie Blgir, identified as g former Louis-
vilte policeman who served with Baird,
.Duncan and. Blair would not comment,

" Yesterday afternoon; ‘it heard the re. |

maining Louisville Witnesses, retired Lt

CHl. Priest Fry and retired Capt. Robgrt
- Gjlegory Jr., both-former Louisviile pollice

1 ctlfefs of detectives,

committee aide said’ today jt

) SreR

"|l uidetermined whether Hurthier hearings |

wauld be conducted,
L knnacted,
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W#Faccusahon haun#—hm the resf of hislife?

guilt by-2 %@@a@?a@ﬁ

'vie and “Interviewed at least 21 pedple

berl
schwartz

in
washington

,
‘WASHINGTON — What's it like when
ah -ordinary citizen gets caught up in hn
extraordinary national event?

“It's embarrassing, really,” says James
W. Bibb.

Bibb, a former Louisville alderman
and retired Louisville police officer, ap-
parently was among a gaggle of former
FBI agents and Louisville policemen —
ranging in rank from chief of detectives
to patrolman -~ named in a tale about an
aileged plot to murder the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. in Louisville a decade
ago.

“Apparently” and “alleged plot” — ina

situation where few facts are available —

don't seem strong enough disclaimers for + 13 it %as when a reporter from Scripps-

this story.

Here’s what’s been reported: A retired
Louisville policeman named Clifton E.
Raird sent U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, Repub-
lican whose 4th District includes much of
suburban Jefferson County, a letter last
winter. In it, Baird charged he was ol-
fered $500,000 to kill King, whose brother
lived in Louisville. Baird reportedly said
others were involved in the alleged plot.

Snyder turned the leiter over to the
ranking Republican on the House Select

Commiittee on Assassinations. The com- :

miitee was created in 1976 to look into
the murder of President Kennedy. Al-
most as an afterthought, the committee
drcided it would look into the 1968 killiag
o} King_ in Memphis, Tenn., for which
Jumes Earl Ray has been convncted and
isjimprisoned.

Committee invesngators went to Louis-

fait winter. Bibb was one of them. Eight
of them won a free trip to Washin;jton
lag}t week to testify before the com'mt-
tea’s King subcommittee.

At tirst, Bibb didn't want to talk about
what was going on. He'd seen his name in
the paper enough, at least in connection
with the alleged plot. Besides, he and the
other witnesses were under some vague
instructions not to talk to reporters.

Then Bibb decided perhaps he should
tell his story. So far nobody eise had -
pothered to give his version — that he

was just an innocent bystander.

Bibb’s concern was understandable.
THe hearing was closed to the putiic.
Committee officials were saying nothing

but “no comment” to reporters. News
aczounts said there was an alleged flot
and Bibb was a witness, and readers
were left to draw their own conclusions.
Bibb didn’t like the idea that somebody

' might conciude he wanied to kill King.

“It came out of the biue,” Bibb said
about how he got involved in the investi-
gation. The first he knew he was involved

Howard newspapers’ Washington bureau

‘paid him a visit in- Louisville last winter

and began asking questions.

Bibb doesn’t know how the reporter got
nis name. He guesses someone on the

committee leaked it. Next, committee.

investigators were in Louisville asking
him and others questions.

Bibb said he told the investigators he
didn’t know anything more than that
Baird, who was reportedly charging the
alleged plot, had served under him for a
short time. “I tried to be cooperative,” he
said. “Most of the old-time policeman
are. They're trained to help out all gov-
ernment agencies.”

As Bibb related sketchy details about
th investigations, he talked a good’bit
alout himself. He talked about how sriall
his police disability pensxon is, how le'd
‘suffered a number of injuries on the lob,
how little money he’s making selling
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estate and insurance; how he struggled
.financially during his four years as an

alierman. “That was a loss,” he said.
“There was no money to make in thijt, at
lesist for me.”

In short, he portrayed himself as a 61-
year-old man facing old age without fi-
nancial security, as a man who's still

" fighting to make ends meet. And in the

middle of his life comes a plot fo ill
Martin Luther King.

“[ didn’t know what they were domg to
wham ” he said about the mvestlgat'on
“It's an unknown quantity you're dealing
with. You read about it in the paper, but
you don't know which ones are being

-accused and which ones aren’t. I'd search

my brain but I didn’t know anything. All
they'd tell us is they were investigating to
see if there was anything.to turn over to
the committee.”

Bibb is convinced there never was an
assassination plot. “You can go into any
barrcom in the country and pick up
stories like these,” he said. “While I've
been in Washington I think I've put this
thing all together. In my opinion, it was
nothing but a prank. Cruel, but a prank.”

Bibb feels wronged. “If we had any
court in the land that operated like that
committee. . . .” he said, trailing off. “I
never could have operated in the Police
Department like this.”

Referring to the witnesses, he said,
“Several of us were brought up here (to
Washington) on something we know noth-
ing about. We sat up there for eight hours
without a break, except for iunch, and
then they didn’'t provide anything. All
they ever told us was to come back
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“I had to close up my office and come
up here and keep some deals pending
thalt I'l probably lose that I needed to
keep my head above water,” he said.

But Bibb is worried about more than .
that. He was hoping for a place in the
new City Hall administration; he is afraid

.the bad publicity has hurt his chances.

He“thinks that if he ever runs againJor
alderman, black voters will distrust him
because he was linked with the alleged
plot, however bogus it turns out to be.
And he’s worried about the crank calls he
expects he’'ll get in the middle of the
night.

Bibb is in a defenseless position. He
cannot defend himself because he has
not been accused of any crime. He is a
victim of a story about an alleged plot
that nobody is saying much about in
public.

The committee’s chief counsel won't
say if there's anything to this “plot.” The
committee’s rules preclude public state-
ments until a full report is issued, next
fall.

‘Until then, Bibb will have to live with
it. He'll have fo live with the frustration
of being an unwilling participant in a
sordid little sidebar to history.

And when the report comes out next
fall — and it probably will clear Bibb of
any wrongdoing — you can be sure that
there still will be people who'll say, when
James W. Bibb’s name comes up, “Oh,
hir1? Wasn't he. the guy who was mixed
up,in that plot to kill Martin Luther
K“.rggn
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